


Date referred: 3/9/88 FURTHER REFERRALS:

(SA Waived, HESS added 3/9)

DATE: I(-> ~sft
Health, Education and

The Social Services Committee has considered HB 397

"An Act relating to licensing of school bus drivers."
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ALASKA DEPARTMENT QF
Position Paper - SB

2/10/88

EDUCATION
375

The Department of Educatmg strongly SP rts trammg ||cens|n of drivers who
transport large groups of students t or from school ors act|V|t es.

We agree with the requirements of this bill for training and special licensing o
93 who trans orqschool ch Ii to or from sc oo%rsc 00| act|V|t|esgon

drjve re
school buses, or who transport sc ocﬂ age Chl? ren to or from school on buses.

wgne the ?(T artment fakes no p?smon OH t\e intent of the hill to ﬂelete trammg
FtJeua censmg 0 dnvers 0T NON-SCho0 use?]trans ortmg school age children
?rr]a |%?nIVI|r¥ tnPs W e|ﬁvet at school. districts should provide these drivers with

at least the OJowmg areas. pre: trléo mspect on, defensive driving,
emergency situations, and passenger management.
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SCHOOL 3US DRIVERS"  LICENSES

|. Statutory requirement

Effective. Sept 1, 1987 a person may not drive a school bus, or a bus
transporting school age children, until that person has been issued a
school bus driver's license.

I1. Impact on District

Since the new licensing reci]ulrements apply to persons driving. any bus
transportmg school age children, many more peopleare required to
possess school bus driver's licenses “than in the past. Anyone who
drivas 3cnool age children in a vehicle capable of transporting 11 or
acre students must now obtain a school bus driver's license.

This change impacts primarily the extra curricular programs of the
District. It also effects the use of the District van by FAJHS staff
]go”transport students.  District activities will be “impacted as
ollows:

1. Schools may not rent vans to transport teams to and from
events unless “the _sponsor/driver possesses a valid_school bus
driver'3 license. This api)lles to renting vans in Fairbanks to
drive to another town. It also applies to rentmg vans . in
Anchorage (or any other town) to travel around town after flying
from Fairbanks.

This restriction on_the use of vans will increase the co3t of
transporting teams.Tea«s will have to either rent smaller
capacity van3, rent school buses, cr arrangefor sponsors. to
obtains” bus  driver's licenses. Each of those alternatives
Increases activity costs, possibly to the point of making It too
expensive to travel out of district for certain groups.

2. Schools may no longer charter buses from common carriers
(e.g. Westours, Sturgeon, etc.) unless the drivers of those motor
coaches possess school bus dfiver's licenses. These drivers Jo
not generally possess school bu3 driver licenses, so the district
cannot presently use common carriers on long haul charters.

3. The FAJHS must either lower the capacity of ita van_(presently
a 15 passenger van) to less than 10" passenger capacity, or the
staff at rAJHS must obtain achooi bus driver"s permits.



I1l1. Potential Solutions

The District has several options available to a"tress the problems
created by these new licensing requirements. They are as follows:

1. Hire all transportation of students to school bus contractors.

2. Arrange for all coaches/sponsors travelling with students to
obtain school bus driver's permits,

3. Only rent/lease vehicles of 10 passenger or less.

UmmPursue amendment to AS 23.15+0«f(a) that will change the
persons required to possess a school bus driver's license.

The district is presentlx using a combination of alternatives 1-3 in
an effort to comply withthe new law. This changes the way students
transportation has occurred in the past, raking it both more” expensive
and more difficult to arrange.

1Y. Recommended Solution

The alternative of amending the law should be considered. The new law,
desqned to standardize school bus driver training requirements, has
created a new class of persons required to obtain "thi3 license. These
people will probably never drive a yellow school bus, but are 3tiii
required to possess a school bus driver's permit.

To. suqgest that only drivers of school_buse3 should need school bus
driver's licenses is not unreasonable, The District supports a change
in_the law that will limit the application of the statute to thoSe
drivers who actually transport students cn school buses.



3/27/87

STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Regulations on School Bus Driver Training
DRAFT

%heee tfl%lgowep M %gﬂgni v,v%e87a:dopted by the State Board of Education at its reqular

4 AAC 27 is amended by adding new sections to read:

4 AAC 27.200. APPROVED SCHOOL BUS DRIVER TRAINING COURSES, (a) Upon
application by a district on forms prescribed by the department, the department may
approve a school bus driver training cuurse that is required by a pupil transportation
contract which was awarded pursuant to 4 AAC 27.085. Courses approved unuer this
subsection are approved until the expiration of the transportation contract under which

the approval was made.

(b)  Upon application on forms prescribed by the department and until June 30,
1988, the department may approve a school bus driver training course which includes.at
least 10 hours of training i | the following subjects: pre-trip inspection; seat and mirror
adjustment; defensive driving; driving skills; loading and unloading procedures; student
management; and safety and emergency procedures. Courses approved under this
subsection are approved until June 30, 1988 unless otherwise authorized in writing by the

department.

(c)  Upon application on forms prescribed by the department, the department may
approve a school bus driver training course that:

(1) is conducted by a school bus driver training instructor certified under
4 AAC 27.210;

(2) meets the minimum standard training requirements of
4 AAC 27.220; and

(3) except as otherwise authorized in writing, by the department, follows
the Minimum Course Content for Pre-Service Training of Alaska School Bus Drivers, 1987

Edition* issued by thf department.

(d) Courses approved under subsection (c) are approved for a period of three years.

4 AAC 27.210. CERTIFICATION OF INSTRUCTORS, (a) The department will
certify a person holding a school bus driver permit as a school bus driver training

instructor if the person;

(1) has a minimum of two years’ school bus driving experience; and

(2) satisfactorily completes a school bus driver training instructor
certification program conducted by the department.



A school busdrlver tralnln mstructor certificate issued under Qfof, this

S
sectlo% Ires three years from the date.of 1ssuance or whenever the holder fails to
continue tg ?dascr%oellbusdnverpermn whi %evercomes ﬁrst

A certificate. issued under (a th|s section may be renewed any number of
t|me3| theh Idersu%mns an apphcat(io)n on a form prescrlxt;ecja éje a}/tment an

scond cted at least one state approved training course annuall
during the Iﬁg of the certi icate; or PP g y

2 ripr approval of the de artment 0 enter and satisfactoyi
8831 rIent]%sn as)ch %lPs rv rptrammg Instructor refresher program conducteJ l}gl the

4 AAC 27.220. MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL BUS DRIVER TRAINING
COURSES, (a) In order for a person to be certified by a department approved instructor
as having met the requirements of a school bus driver training course approved under

4 AAC 27.200(c), the person must successfully:

(1) identify the major mechanical component parts of a school bus;
(2) complete a pre-trip inspection of a school bus;

(3) adjust the driver's seat of a school bus so that all controls can be
reached easily;

(4) adjust the mirrors of a school bus for optimum visibility;

(5) demonstrate starting and stopping the bus smoothly using proper
coordination of accelerator, clutch where applicable, and brakes;

(6) stop a school bus a specified distance from another object or point using
over the hood, rear and curb reference points;

(7) where applicable, shift gears on a moving school bus in a manner which
provides a safe ride to passengers and avoids damage and unnecessary wear to the bus

components;

(8) where applicable, demonstrate the use of shifting in slowing and
stopping the bus;

(9) turn a corner in a school bus while keeping the bus in the correct lane of
traffic;

(10) back up a school bus in a straight line, and turn the bus around by
backing into a side street under conditions of both ample and limited space;

(11) explain and demonstrate defensive driving skills which may help prevent
ac. Jdents in school buses in spite of incorrect actions of others;

(12) demonstrate procedures for properly loading and unloading students;

(13) explain techniques for managing the behavior of pupils on a school bus in
a positive way,



(14) explain proper actions to take during driving emergencies;
buses (15) locate and explain how to use emergency equipment found on school

16) explain an strate rocedures or safely positioning a school bus
on a road al(ter) a mgc%anrcg %rea own 0 emergency srtuatrorlr P J

bus: and (17) demonc**' 'e procedures for safely evacuating passengers of a school

" (18) demonstrate procedures for properly crossing railroad tracks in a school

4 AAC 2 20 ISSUA QF SCHOOL BUS DRIVER CERTIFI ATES:
RECORDKEEPING EQ I TS ga eA in tructor certr led under 4 AAC 27. %10

REM n

may Issue a certificate ce rtryrn that a person c?]m plete astateaP (ed school
bus trarnrn%gourse undg AS 14, 70%] a 142 onl r t rson has com ete a course
rr)rove AAC 27.200 usin Inim ourse on enté) e-Service

Inin laska School Bu sDrrves 1987 E rtro rs uedb the depar Hrent and has
emon rate Aote m fruct atrsfat lon t rrver as met each of the
minimum standards set fort n AAC 21, 20

b An rnstructorm st keep r co available for inspection by the department

fohaé%)rrodo three dyears [ eac h person ?rom he or she haspgrven rns)rructronprn
school bus driving Indicating.

(1) the objectives on which training was bgrven Including when the training
was given, and the amount of training given on each objective; and

2 evalu tion sheets, dated and signed py the instructor and driver,
9(7)022'86”“”& }hat the river has met ea?r thegmrnrr%m standards set ?orth ?n4AAC
(

c{ The instructor m r r Flutplrcateo each certificate issued under (a) of
this section to the department r n ays of Its issuance.

4 AAC 27 249. REVOCATLON OF | STRUCTOI? CERTIFICATE. A certificate
issued under 4 AAC 27.210 may be revoked for the following reasons:

(@) fraudulent certification of training;

(b) failure to follow department regulations and instructions concerning school
bus driver training;

(c) negligence in driving or instructional techniques;
(d) revocation of school bus driver permit;

(e) failure to properly document training as required by 4 AAC27.230; or
4A(RC wr|I3rd| failure to submit duplicate certificate to the department asrequired



KENA1 PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

N4 148 North Binkley Street . Soldotna, AK 99669 . Phone a07/262-5846

o
February 10, 1988
Representative Kay Wallis
House gf Representatives
.0. Box
Juneau, AK 99811
Dear Representative Wallis:
| am corresponding with you in regard to two items:
1. Licensure of occupational therapists.
2. l\\l/%%e53|ty to hold ‘a school bus driver's license to operate, a school
Licensure of occupational therapists. There has lieen considerable
confusion reqardmg this issue. You will recall that this item was before the
Ierlyslature ast year. It Is our belief that an occupational therapist need
not . holda licenSe from the state in order to provide occupational therapy
servicesto school children in an educational setting. They simply must hold
state certification throulqh the Department of Education.” HB 368 clarifies
this situation and clearfy exempts school employed occupational therapists
from a requirement of holding licensure from the State of Alaska. We support
this provision and encourage “your passage of this amendment.
. School bus drivers license. Again, there has been confusion regarding this
item. There have beep various interpretations as to what type of Tequiréments
must be met by individuals who drive_school vans _to transport _ounqpsters for
extracurricular activities. — H 397 and SB 375 address tHis Tssue.
encourage your passage of SB 375 and HB 397 if amended to 19 feet. These
bills would would clearly stipulate that it is not necessary for a person to
hold a "school bus drjver's license” in order  to operdte a school van
transporting youngsters for extracurricular activities.
Thank you for your attention to these items as they come before you.
Sincerely,
Fred Pomeroy
Superintendent
bj
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