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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Position Paper -  SB 375 

2 /1 0 /8 8

The Department of Education strongly supports training and licensing o f drivers who 
transport large groups o f students to or from school or school activities.
We agree with the requirements o f this bill fo r training and special licensing o f 
drivers who transpor: school children to or from school or school activities on 
school buses, or who transport school age children to or from school on buses.
While the department takes no position on the intent o f the bill to delete training 
and special licensing o f drivers o f non-school buses transporting school age children 
on activity trips, we believe that school, districts should provide these drivers with 
training in at least the following areas: pre-trip inspection, defensive driving, 
emergency situations, and passenger management.
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SCHOOL 3US DRIVERS' LICENSES

POSITION PAPER 
AS 28 .15 .046 (A )

I .  S t a tu t o r y  requirement
E f f e c t i v e  Sept 1, 1987 a person may not d r i v e  a schoo l  bus , o r  a bus 
t r an sp o r t i n g  schoo l age c h i l d r e n ,  u n t i l  tha t  person has been issued a 
schoo l  bus d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e .
I I .  Impact on D i s t r i c t
Since the new l i c en s ing  requirements apply to persons d r i v in g  any bus 
t r an spo r t i ng  school age c h i l d r e n ,  many more people a re required to
possess schoo l  bus d r i v e r ' s  l i c en se s  than in the pa s t .  Anyone who 
d r i v a s  3cnoo l age ch i ld r en  in  a veh ic le  capable o f  t r anspo r t ing  11 or  
ac re  s tudents must now obta in  a schoo l bus d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e .
This change impacts p r im a r i l y  the ex t ra  c u r r i c u l a r  programs o f  the 
D i s t r i c t .  I t  a l s o  e f f e c t s  the use o f  the D i s t r i c t  van by FAJHS s t a f f  
to  t r a n sp o r t  s tudents .  D i s t r i c t  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be impacted as
f o l l o w s :

1.  Schools may not ren t  vans to t r an spo r t  teams to  and from 
events un less the sponso r /d r ive r  possesses a v a l i d  schoo l  bus 
d r i v e r '3 l i c e n s e .  This app l i e s  to ren t ing  vans in  Fa irbanks to 
d r ive  to another town. I t  a l s o  app l ie s  t o  r en t ing  vans in  
Anchorage ( o r  any o the r  town) to t r a v e l  around town a f t e r  f l y i n g  
from Fai rbanks .
This r e s t r i c t i o n  on the use o f  vans w i l l  inc rease the co3t o f  
t ranspo r t ing  teams. Tea«s w i l l  have to e i t h e r  r e n t  sma l l e r
capaci ty  van3, r e n t  schoo l buses, c r  a r range f o r  sponsors to
obta ins bus d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e s .  Each o f  those a l t e r n a t i v e s  
increases a c t i v i t y  c o s t s ,  poss ib ly  to the po in t  o f  making I t  too 
expensive to t r a v e l  out o f  d i s t r i c t  f o r  c e r t a i n  groups .
2 .  Schools may no longer cha r te r  buses from common c a r r i e r s  
( e . g .  Westours, Sturgeon, e t c . )  unless the d r i v e r s  o f  those motor 
coaches possess schoo l bus d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e s .  These d r i v e r s  Jo 
not g ene ra l l y  possess schoo l bu3 d r i v e r  l i c e n s e s ,  so the d i s t r i c t  
cannot p re sen t ly  use common c a r r i e r s  on long haul c h a r t e r s .
3 .  The FAJHS must e i t h e r  lower the capaci ty  o f  i t a  van (p r e s en t l y  
a 15 passenger van) to le ss  than 10 passenger capac i ty ,  or  the 
s t a f f  a t  rAJHS must obta in achooi bus d r i v e r ' s  pe rm its .



III. P o tential S o l u t i o n s

The D i s t r i c t  has s e v e r a l  op t ions a v a i l a b l e  to â : tress the problems
created by these new l i c en s ing  requ i remen ts . They are as f o l l ow s :

1 .  Hire a l l  t r a n spo r t a t i o n  o f  students to schoo l  bus c o n t r a c t o r s .
2 .  Arrange f o r  a l l  coaches/sponsors t r a v e l l i n g  with students to 
obta in  schoo l bus d r i v e r ' s  pe rm its .
3 .  Only r e n t / l e a s e  veh ic le s  o f  10 passenger o r  l e s s .
U ■ Pursue amendment to AS 23 .15  •0 ;«6( a) th a t  w i l l  change the
persons requi red to possess a schoo l  bus d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e .

The d i s t r i c t  i s  p re sen t ly  using a combination o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  1-3 in
an e f f o r t  to comply with the new law. This changes the way students
t r a n sp o r t a t i o n  has occurred in  the p a s t ,  rak ing  i t  both more expensive 
and more d i f f i c u l t  to a r range .
I Y .  Recommended S o lu t io n
The a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  amending the law should be considered.  The new law, 
designed to s tandard ize  schoo l bus d r i v e r  t r a in in g  requi rements , has 
crea ted  a new c l a s s  o f  persons requ i red  to ob ta in  th l3  l i c e n s e .  These 
people w i l l  probably never d r i v e  a ye l low  schoo l bus, but a re 3 t i i i  
r equ i red  to possess a schoo l  bus d r i v e r ' s  pe rm it .
To suggest that  on ly  d r i v e r s  o f  schoo l  buse3 should need schoo l bus 
d r i v e r ' s  l i cense s  i s  not unreasonab le .  The D i s t r i c t  supports a change 
in the law tha t  w i l l  l im i t  the a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  the s ta tu te  to those 
d r i v e r s  who a c tu a l l y  t r an spo r t  s tudents  cn schoo l buses.
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Regulations on School Bus Driver Training 
DRAFT

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N

The following rogulations were adopted by the State Board of Education at its regular 
meeting held on August 17, 1987:

4 A AC 27 is amended by adding new sections to read:

4 AAC 27.200. APPROVED SCHOOL BUS DRIVER TRAINING COURSES, (a) Upon 
application by a d istrict on forms prescribed by the departm ent, the departm ent may 
approve a school bus driver training cuurse that is required by a  pupil transportation 
contract which was awarded pursuant to 4 AAC 27.085. Courses approved unuer this 
subsection are approved until the expiration of the transportation contract under which 
the approval was made.

(b) Upon application on forms prescribed by the departm ent and until June 30, 
1988, the departm ent may approve a school bus driver training course which includes.at 
least 10 hours of training i l the following subjects: p re-trip  inspection; seat and mirror 
adjustment; defensive driving; driving skills; loading and unloading procedures; student 
management; and safe ty  and emergency procedures. Courses approved under this 
subsection are approved until June 30, 1988 unless otherwise authorized in writing by the 
departm ent.

(c) Upon application on forms prescribed by the departm ent, the departm ent may 
approve a school bus driver training course that:

(1) is conducted by a school bus driver training instructor certified under 
4 AAC 27.210;

(2) m eets the minimum standard training requirem ents of 
4 AAC 27.220; and

(3) except as otherwise authorized in writing, by the departm ent, follows 
the Minimum Course C ontent for Pre-Service Training of Alaska School Bus Drivers, 1987 
Edition* issued by th£ departm ent.

(d) Courses approved under subsection (c) are approved for a period of three years.

4 AAC 27.210. CERTIFICATION OF INSTRUCTORS, (a) The departm ent will 
certify  a person holding a school bus driver perm it as a school bus driver training 
instructor if the person;

(1) has a minimum of two years’ school bus driving experience; and

(2) satisfactorily  com pletes a school bus driver training instructor 
certifica tion  program conducted by the departm ent.



(b) A school bus driver training instructor certificate issued under (a) o f this 
section expires three years from the date o f issuance or whenever the holder fails to 
continue to hold a school bus driver permit, whichever comes first.

(c) A certificate issued under (a) o f this section may be renewed any number of 
times if the holder submits an application on a form prescribed by the department and

(1) has conducted at least one state approved training course annually 
during the life  o f the certificate; or

(2) has prior approval o f the department to enter and satisfactorily 
completes a school bus driver training instructor refresher program conducted by the 
department.

4 AAC 27.220. MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL BUS DRIVER TRAINING 
COURSES, (a) In order for a person to be certified by a departm ent approved instructor 
as having met the requirements of a school bus driver training course approved under 
4 AAC 27.200(c), the person must successfully:

(1) identify the major mechanical component parts of a school bus;

(2) com plete a p re-trip  inspection of a school bus;

(3) adjust the driver's sea t of a school bus so th a t all controls can be 
reached easily;

(4) adjust the mirrors of a school bus for optimum visibility;

(5) dem onstrate starting  and stopping the bus smoothly using proper 
coordination of accelerator, clutch where applicable, and brakes;

(6) stop a school bus a specified distance from another object or point using 
over the hood, rea r and curb reference points;

(7) where applicable, shift gears on a moving school bus in a manner which 
provides a safe ride to passengers and avoids damage and unnecessary wear to the bus 
components;

(8) where applicable, dem onstrate the use of shifting in slowing and 
stopping the bus;

(9) turn a corner in a school bus while keeping the bus in the co rrec t lane of
traffic ;

(10) back up a  school bus in a straight line, and turn the bus around by 
backing into a side s tre e t under conditions of both ample and lim ited space;

(11) explain and dem onstrate defensive driving skills which may help prevent 
ac. Jdents in school buses in spite of incorrect actions of others;

(12) dem onstrate procedures for properly loading and unloading students;

(13) explain techniques for managing the behavior of pupils on a  school bus in 
a positive way;



(14) explain proper actions to take during driving emergencies;
(15) locate and explain how to use emergency equipment found on school

buses;
(16) explain and demonstrate procedures fo r safely positioning a school bus 

on a road a fte r a mechanical breakdown or emergency situation;
(17) demonc*“ ' 'e procedures fo r safely evacuating passengers of a school

bus; and
(18) demonstrate procedures fo r properly crossing railroad tracks in a school

bus.

4 AAC 27.230. ISSUANCE OF SCHOOL BUS DRIVER CERTIFICATES; 
RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS, (a) An instructor certified under 4 AAC 27.210 
may issue a certificate certifying that a person has completed a state approved school 
bus training course under AS 14.07.020(a)(14) only i f  the person has completed a course 
approved under 4 AAC 27.200 using the Minimum Course Content fo r Pre-Service 
Training o f Alaska School Bus Drivers, 1987 Edition, issued by the department, and has 
demonstrated to the instructor’s satisfaction that the driver has met each of the 
minimum standards set forth in 4 AAC 27.220.,

(b) An instructor must keep records available fo r  inspection by the department 
fo r a period o f three years fo r each person to whom he or she has given instruction in 
school bus driving indicating:

(1) the objectives on which training was given, including when the training 
was given, and the amount o f training given on each objective; and

(2) evaluation sheets, dated and signed by the instructor and driver, 
documenting that the driver has met each o f the minimum standards set forth in 4 AAC 
27.220.

(c) The instructor must furnish a duplicate o f each certificate issued under (a) o f 
this section to the department within 5 days o f its issuance.

4 AAC 27.240. REVOCATION OF INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATE. A certificate 
issued under 4 AAC 27.210 may be revoked fo r the following reasons:

(a) fraudulent certifica tion  o f training;
(b) fa ilu re to fo llow  department regulations and instructions concerning school 

bus driver training; ‘
(c) negligence in driving or instructional techniques;
(d) revocation o f school bus driver permit;
(e) fa ilu re to properly document training as required by 4 AAC 27.230; or
(f ) w illfu l fa ilu re to submit duplicate ce rtifica te to the department as required

by 4 AAC 27.230.
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February 10, 1988

Rep resen ta t ive  Kay W a l l i s  
House o f  Rep resen ta t ives  
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811
Dear Rep resen ta t iv e  W a l l i s :

I  am cor responding with you in regard to two items:
1. L icensure  o f  occupa t iona l  t h e r a p i s t s .
2.  Necess i ty  to ho ld  a schoo l bus d r i v e r ' s  l i c en se  to operate, a school

van.
L icensure o f  occupa t iona l  t h e r a p i s t s . There has lieen cons ide rab le  

con fus ion rega rd ing  t h i s  i s sue .  You w i l l  r e c a l l  tha t  t h i s  item was be fo re  the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  l a s t  y e a r .  I t  i s  our b e l i e f  tha t  an occupat iona l  t h e r a p i s t  need 
not hold a l i c e n s e  from the s ta t e  in o rde r  to p rov ide  occupat iona l  therapy
se rv ic e s  to schoo l  c h i l d r en  in  an educa t iona l  s e t t i n g .  They simply must ho ld
s ta t e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  through the Department o f  Education .  HB 368 c l a r i f i e s  
t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and c l e a r l y  exempts schoo l employed occupat iona l  t h e ra p i s t s  
from a requi rement o f  ho ld ing  l i c en su re  from the S ta te  o f  A laska .  We support 
t h i s  p ro v i s i o n  and encourage your passage o f  t h i s  amendment.

School bus d r i v e r s  l i c e n s e . Again, there has been con fus ion regard ing th i s  
item. There have been v a r i ou s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  as to  what type o f  requi rements 
must be met by i n d iv id u a l s  who d r i v e  school vans to t r an spo r t  youngsters f o r  
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s .  HB 397 and SB 375 address t h i s  i s sue .  We 
encourage your passage o f  SB 375 and HB 397 i f  amended to 19 f e e t . These 
b i l l s  would would c l e a r l y  s t i p u l a t e  tha t  i t  i s  not necessary f o r  a person to 
ho ld a " schoo l  bus d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n se "  in o rde r  to operate a schoo l van 
t r an spo r t ing  youngsters f o r  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s .

Thank you f o r  your a t t e n t i o n  to these items as they come be fo re  you.
S in c e r e ly ,

Fred Pomeroy 
Super intendent
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