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HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

Date referred: 1/11/88 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance
DATE:
Health, Education and
The Social Services Committee has considered HB 345
"An Act relating to coroners!l inque. s; and providing for an effective date.

RECOMMENDS :

[ V/T reprace with c,S N 5 (Jiﬁ [ 1 the same title
L 1] attached amendment(s) [\ new title
L do pass
[ ] do not pass
L ] no recommendation
L ] individual recommendations
L ] additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS: L ] letter of intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):

L 1 fiscal impact [ 1 same as previous fiscal note
L 1 zero fiscal note published
L zero with analysis [ ] same as previous zero fiscal

note published

SIGNING DO PASS: SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



Alaska "tate fegtslatoE WHILE IN SESSION

) P.0. Box V
House of Representatives State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811
(907) 465-3706
Al Adams OUT OF SESSION

Chairman P.0. Box 333
Committee on Finance Kotzebue, Alaska 99752

(907) 442-3320

Official Business
1024 W. 6th

DATE: January 29, 1988 Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 274-0615
TO: Representative Niilo Koponen
Co-Chair, House HESS Committee

Representative Johnny Ellis
Co-Chair, House HESS Committee

FROM: Representative Al AdamsChai'r
House Finance Committee

RE: HB 345, "An ACT relating to coroners® inquests; and
providing for an effective date.”

I appreciate the House HESS Committee scheduling this bill so
promptly.

The intent of this bill is to allow coroners the discretion in
cases where the cause of death is clear, but statutes demand
inquest proceedings, to be able to decide not to hold the
inquest proceedings.

In particular, situations have arisen in my district in cases
of suicide where the preponderance of evidence left no doubt
of the cause of death, but coroners were left no discretionary
ability. The inquest process put families of the deceased
through unnecessary grief and incurred costs to a court system
already functioning with a minimum of staff.

Beyond remedying this situation, there is another problem in
the state of a lag time between suicidal deaths and that
information being obtained by the Bureau of Vital Statistics.
This has occurred because of the inquest procedure in these
cases delaying information being given to the Bureau. One
problem cited in The Daily News series on suicides among
Alaska Natives touched on this issue of inaccurate records of
suicidal deaths because of this delay.

Attached is a statement from the Alaska Court System
supporting this legislation.

My staff person, Martha Stewart, would be willing to attend
your committee meeting next week.
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Position Paper

HB 345

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to coroners®™ inquests;
and providing for an effective date."

This Act amends AS 12.64 to allow the coroner discretion in
deciding the need for ah 1inquiry 1in the case of a death where
the deceased 1is unattended by a physician or when no physician
is prepared to execute the certificate of death. It further
allows the coroner discretion 1in deciding the need for a formal
inquiry 1in the case of a death that may have been occasioned

by criminal means.

This 1increased coroner discretion will prevent the time and
expense of unwarranted 1inquiries.

Position

This bill would have no direct impact on the Department of
Health and Social Services. The position of the department
is neutral.

Recommended by:
E Ity
Director
Division of Public Health

Date:

Approved by: k ||u
Myra/M. Munson

Commissioner
Department of Health and
Social Services

Date: Ak L till



STATE OF AXASKA BILL VERSION: HB 345
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION  ........... PUBLISHDATE : -
nrftlrCT FISCAL NOTE
REQUEST:
Revision Dale: AgencyAffected: Health & Social Services
Tide . An Act relating_to BRU: State Health_Services

coronersl inquests;...

Sponsor: Adams and Taylor

Components:_EMS Certification and

Requestor:

Trieprising

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

OPERATING Fy 88

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING

FY

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING:

GENERALFUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL

(Thousands of Dollars)

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS

The enactment of HB 345 would
of Health and Social

El isaheth Ward.
Public Health

Prepared by:
Division :

(Thousands of Dollars)

89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

(Attach a separate page if necessary)

Approved by Commissioner: ;
Agency:

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies)

Department of Health & Social

have no direct fiscal impact on the Department
Services.
f?
Director ] 465-3090
t/_ Date: [- 17
Date:
Services
1
of
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OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

303K St
JANALEE R, 9TRANDBERG Anchorags.AK 99501
Stiff Counsel &07) 2048228

January 21, 1988

R rse tative Albert P. Adams
éf\e% a tate ?.eg#slature

0, Box
Juneau AK 99811
Re: Act relating to coroners' inquests
Dear Representative Adams:

Thank for this opportunity to comment on pro ose islation which would
glve C. ror\ers/ F |Oa{'odm|n|stryators the H|scret|908p 0\9 uests In certain
ases Involvin eath by cnm|7 gans o[ suicide The cou zstem favors
the concept gLvin coroners th adnpmstrators and mag|strat Iscretion
to dispense wnh Inquests In, these m?s of cases. We believe that gujdance for
E%%rtexreurlceme of this discretion as well as a review process can De “effected by

0 IE P AR, YRS SO 18 SO, ot
HOW a coroner to dISB nse WI'[ an Inqueét even w n the dfln n d Infor-

mat|on warrant an Inquest, Because the discretionary nature o e mquest IS
cange changes. in section two the presen use of wor ?]hall
b C|ent Sec nd |n sect |on tw rase

Ines
unFess the %eath IS or WI ﬁ uired |nto %g [gjranﬁ P/ |n w IC(F cas
En ncLues Jury under. this. ect| n t req ired” ~sfiould elete
ecause the coroner Is Dpeing given the |scret|on to hold Inquests in" these

cases.
I would be ha to discuss this bill further with you or answer any questions
Jol Have PRy y y q
Sincerely,
/Jane”ee ft, Strandbe
Start Counsel
JRS :bh
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