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m  H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T
Date referred: 1/1.1/88 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance

The

DATE: 1 - 2 1 - 7 9
Health, Education and
Social Services Committee has considered HB 343

"An Act creating the Asian language study grant fund."

RECOMMENDS:

[ ] replace with IS HB 3*43

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ x ] do pass

[ ] do not pass

[ ] no recommendation

[ ' ] individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the

[ ] the same title

[ X ] a new title

Committee

ADOPTS: C ] letter of intent

ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s): 

[X ] fiscal impact 

[ ] zero fiscal note 

[ ] zero with analysis

SIGNING DO PASS:

V

Y T fA -L li L  A ,  /

[ ] same as previous fiscal note

published _________________________

[ ] same as previous zero fiscal

note published __________________

SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

e KU
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W H IL E  IN  S E S S IO N
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREIGN TRADE

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  J O H N N Y  E L L I S

M E M O R A N D U  M

TO: All House HESS Committee members

FROM: Rep. Johnny Ellis

DATE: January 20, 1988 

SUBJECT: Changes found in proposed CSHB 341 and CSHB 343

The proposed 01/20/88 draft of proposed committee substitute 
for HB 341 has the following changes:

Throughout the bill, changed the word "Asian" to the term 
"Pacific Rim" to correspond with the changes made in HB 343 that 
will allow Russian and Tagalog languages to be included in the 
grant fund.

The proposed 01/20/88 draft of proposed committee substitute 
for HB 343 has the following changes:

Changed the word "Asian" to the term "Pacific Rim" 
throughout the bill to allow Russian and Tagalog languages, in 
addition to Chinese, Japanese and Korean, to be included in the 
grant fund.

Line 20: specified that the grant fund may be used for both
written and spoken language programs

Lines 28-29: Defined "Pacific Rim languages" to include
Russian and Tagalog in addition to the original Chinese, Japanese 
and Korean languages.
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B Y  THE HEALTH, E D U C ATION AND 
IN THE H O U S E  SOCIAL SERVICES COM MITTEE

CS F O R  H O U S E  BILL NO. 343 (HESS)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

A  B I L L

For an Act entitled: ‘'An Act crea t i n g  the P a cific R i m  language study grant

fund."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c tion 1. PURPOSE. It is the p u r p o s e  of this Act to

(1) assis t the. p u b l i c  school s ystem to provide Pacific Rim 

language study p r o g r a m s ;

(2) e n c o u r a g e  pupils in the study of Pacifi c R i m  languages;

(3) p r o m o t e  g r o w t h  in relat ions b e t w e e n  the state and Pacific 

R i m  n a t i o n s .

* Sec. 2. AS 14.30 is a m ended b y  addi ng n e w  sections to read:

A R T I C L E  9. P A C I F I C  R I M  L A N G U A G E  STUDY GRANT FUND.

Sec. 14.30.700. PACIFIC R I M  L A N G U A G E  STUDY GRANT FUND. (a) The 

Pacific R i m  l anguage study g rant fund is established. The departme nt 

m a y  m a k e  grants f r o m  the fund to eligible districts in the public 

school s y s t e m  for b o t h  w r i t t e n  and spoken P a c i f i c  R i m  language study 

programs in grades K-12. Pacific  R i m  language study programs m u s t  be 

in a d d i t i o n  to and not in r e p l a c e m e n t  of existin g foreign language 

p r o g r a m s .

(b) The department shall e s t a b l i s h  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  e l i gibility

criteria for r e c e i v i n g  grants u n d e r  this section. The department m a y  

not a w a r d  a grant to a district of the p u blic school system u n d e r  this 

section for m o r e  than three cons ec u t i v e  fiscal years.

(c) In this section, "Pacifi c R i m  languages" means Russian,

Tagalog, Chinese, Japanese, or K o r e a n  languages.

-1- CSHB 3 4 3 (HESS)
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Barrier
B y  »^m£rcy Olsen

T te  p ro b le m  m eny 
f l s t e r r a a  fora I )  t t o i r  
Ignorance ■ Id fo re ig n  
languages. TM> Is  a  m a jo r  
p ro b le m  I n  A laska. Because 
• f  I t ,  A laska  has a h a rd  t im a  
keeping u p  v l t h  t ra d in g  In  
the H sh irr) jn d u s lr g .  H e ra  
a t  M L E dgecum be, v t  a r e  
t ry in g  to  b re a k  th is
language h a r r i e r  bg
in tro d u c in g  (ha  Ja p a n e se  
and C h in e se  lan g u ag es, one 
t f  v h i c h  I s  r e q u ire d  to  
g ra d u a te . A P ac ific  R im  
C a l lu re  c la s s  (a  a lso
re q u ir e d  h e r e  fo r  one g e a r .  
D tis  i n s u r a s  (hat th e  
s tu d en ts  v l l l  hsve a  good 
keckground  and  a  g r e a t e r  
■ n d e rs tan d tn g  fo r  th e se  
c a l t u r t s .

rtanujocturaul

P r o d u c t s
B y  3»ylene

Peterson
H ave g s u  e v e r  no ticed  

th a t a lm o a l e v t r g  l iH Ia  
k o lc k -k n a c k , t r i n k e t ,  
s lu tfed  a n im a l ,  d is h  . s e l ,  
pencil end  pen e r e  e ll 
w n u f e c tu r e d  in  e i t h e r  
C hina , K o re a . Hong K ong, 
the P h i l l lp in e s  o r  J o p o n ?  
L e td r t o  th e s e  c o u n tr ie s  Is 
r x x h  l e s s  c o s llg  ih e n  i l  is  
l o r e  I n  th e  U nited S ta te s ,  
so c o m p a n ie s  have t h e i r  
p ro d u c ts  m an u fa c tu re d  tn  
one o f  th e s e  p ie c e s , tn d  
t o r e  i t  sh ip p e d  to th e  U. S . 
l a s t  g e a r ,  th e  m edia c la s s  
to ld  a p re s s  co n fe re n ce  
v i l h  a  g ro u p  o f  Jo p an e so  
b u s in essm en  In  th e  g i r l s  
d o rm ilo rg  lounge. I asked  
one o f  th e  m en  v h e lh e r  o r  
t o t  h e 'd  picked up  e n g  
s o u v e n irs  to  take  back f ro m  
h is s ta g  i o  A laska , an d  to  
r e p l ie d *  I looked a ro u n d , 
b a t e v e ry th in g  I s a v  v t s  
unde and  s e n t  h e re  f ro m  
bom al* S o r r j l  B e t la r  
lo ck  n e x t t im e l

T i m b e r  T r a d e

A m o jo r p o r t  o f 
A laska 's  econom y Is  in  th e  
U a ib e r i n d u s tr y .  A lo t  o f  
m m eg  In  th e  s ta le  Is  mode 
se llin g  t im b e r  d i re c t ly  to  
P acific  R im  c o u n tr ie s  s i x h  
as J a p a n  and C h in a .
W ithout t r a d e  v t t h  th e se  
tv o  c o u n t r ie s ,  o u r  t im b e r  
r e p o r t  v o u ld  m ost l ik e ly  be 
cu t In  h a lf . T h is  v o u ld  la id  
to r a n g  unem ployed  people 
h a r e i n t h a  s ta te  I

Channel Light February 1907

T r a d e

By AUx Singh
A laska tra d e s  I t 's  o i l ,  

g a s . U m b e r , m in e ra ls ,  and 
f ish  v i t h  th e  P ac ific  R im  
C o u n tr ie s . In  r e tu r n  th e y  
send id  e le c tro n ic  H e r a ,  
food, m in e ro ls ,  in d  o th e r  
e n e rg y  p ro d u c ts  v h ic h  v t  
need. A laska t ra d e  ia  
d i f fe re n t  in  th e  aense th a t 
v t  d o n 't a c tu il ly  tra d e  th e  
H e r a  m entioned ab o v e , v t  
s e ll  i t  to  th em  and Ihen  v*>* 
p u rc h a se  th e  H e r o  fro m  
( to m  th a t  th e y  have th e  v t  
need.

W e trad e  v i t h  these  
c o u n tr ie s  tn  th e  P ac ific  
R im : K o re a , J a p a n , Hong 
Kong, T e iv a n , and Ih e  
Peoples R epub lic  of C hina .

u^Iosfuarr
E c o n o m y

A laska econom y i s  based 
on h o v  m uch troda  v a  do, 
produce  and c a tch , and  h o v  
m any to u r is ts  com e and 
v i s i t  o u r  g re a t  s ta le .

F or th e  g e a r of I 9 B 6 , 
Alaska produced 1 2 .2  lo
2 7 .0  b i l l io n  b a r re l s  o f  o il 
and a n  es tim a te d  9 0  t r i l l i o n  
tn 16 7  t r i l l i o n  cu b ic  fa s t  fo 
g o .  in  th e  lu m b e r  b u s in ess  
on av e rag e  o f 2 0 ,0 0 0  lo
1 0 0 .0 0 0  t re e s  v t r e  cu t 
and used. About 8 0 %  of 
those t r e e s  v t r e  trad e d  to 
o th e r  n a tio n s . A to k o  
a ccoun ts  fo r  5 0 %  o f  the 
to tal am o u n t o f f is h  cought 
In  th e  U S . W ith  a 
v h o le so m e  seafood sa les  
i n  th e  U S . W ith  a 
v h o le so m e  seafood sa le s  
value o f $1 b il lio n . In  
m ln e re ls  o totol o f  2 8  
m ill io n  to rn  o f  ccal end 1 .5  
to n s  o f  q u a r to  v a r a  m ined 
and s ln c a  IBO O 's 3 0  
m ill io n  ounces o f  gold, 
m o re  th e n  a  b il lio n  pounds 
o f c o p p e r ,  5 0  m illio n  
pounds o f lead , and 2 0  
m ill io n  pounds of s i lv e r  has 
been e x tra c te d  f ro m  Alaska 
m in es . A laska p roduces 2 2  
o u t o f  th e  3 0  m in e ra ls  
p u rc h ased  fro m  th e  P acific  
R i r a  c o u n tr ie s . In 
to u r i s m ,  8 0 0 ,0 0  people 
v is ite d  A laska la s ted  g e a r ,  
v i t h a t s t a )  ex p e n d itu re  of a 
b illio n  d o lla rs . I t  Is 
an tic ip a te d  th a t  bg  the 
g a r  15 9 0 ,  I m illio n  
people v i l l  have v is ite d  

A laska.

PACIFIC
F U T U R I

R IM  TH E
IS  N O W !

M a r y  H u d o n  0 A l e x a n d e r  S i n g h  a r e  B a k in g  
C o n g  B oo C l  D in g  ( H o t  5 S p i c y  C h ic k e n )

C u r r e n c y

B y  n i f t e  X tm b e r

Pacific Rim
by flndy

Exchange r a te s  o ra  
v e r y  Im p o rta n t In  todays 
b u sin ess . In  Alaaka v a  pay 
m o re  a tte n tio n  to exchonga 
ra te s  In  th e  P a c if ic  Rim  
H attons because m ost o f  o u r  
t ra d e  econom y la  based  in  
t t o  P ac ific  R im . I t  I s  v e r y  
Im p o rta n t fo r  ua to  k eep  an  
e g a  on I t  because I t  h e lp s  
p re d ic t  v e t t e r  an  econom y 
o f  a c o u n try  v l l t  boom  o r  
b u at and t t  a lso  h e lp s  ua 
decide to  In v e s t In  fo re ig n  
nettona.

l i s te d  b e lo v  o r e  som e 
o f  th e  Im p o rta n t exchonga 
ra te s .

COUNTRV/CURRENCV FOREIGN-U.S

Here are some o f the languages thi 
coun tries Among these you w i l l no lic 
languages depending on the population

Ptuijic R i m  

Sister Schools 
B y  A n d re a  

Porter 
A s i s te r  school la  e 

p ro g ra m  pu l to g e th e r bg 
( t e  D eportm en t o f  Education 
to ax c tengo  l e t t e r s ,  v id eo s, 

v , \  -m  and p ho tographs end a lso
^ 3  develop  i  b e s li  f o r a  s lu ie n t

and a ta ff  t ra v e l  exchange 
p ro g ram .

A tta r  > school 
a p p lie s  fo r  •  s l a t e r  school 
and recom m ends an  a re a  of 
lo ca tio n , th e  COE n o tc h e s  
up and a ss ig n s a  school.

At M i. Edgoeumbo 
High School v t  te v e  tv o  
s ta le r  schools localed tn  th e  
P a c if ic  Rim. One o f v h ic h  
is  "Hefei M iddle School* In  
C h ina . Hefei Is  th e  ca p ita l 

o f Anhui P re v in c a ,  v h ic h  Is  
s i tu a te d  te tv e e n  th e  
Yengtoe R iv e r  and  t t e  Huai 
R iv e r  t n  East C h ino . The 
O t t e r  achool v h i c h  v a  a r a  
exchang ing  v i t h  I s .
' t l u r o r a n  H igh School* 
v h ic h  i s  located  in
H okkaido, Ja p a n .ire  spoken in our five  main P ac ific  Rim 

bat m osl o f them contain many 
the country They are as fo llow s .

.anguages
tiams

China Ph ilip nes Russia
Chinese P e n  

Pals

Cantonese

Hakka
Chinese

Mondor in

Shanghai
Fukien

Tibetan

Uigus

Philip
Togo

lloci

Cebui

Bik.

Pane
Hiligot

Rzerboigoni

Byelorussian

Chuuo sh

Czech

Georgian
K u z a k h

.Kirghiz
Morduin

U S.-FOREIGN

AUSTRALIA/DOLLAR 6 7 5 1 .48
CAN AO A/DOLLAR .73 1 .37
HONG KONG /DOLLAR .133 7 5 2
JAPAN/YEN 0 0 6 2 6 139 7 5
CHWA/YUAN 3  22
N. KOREA/VON .94

« THESE EXCHANGE RATES CHANGE DAILY

C o r p o r a t i o n  I n v a s i o n

Ja p a n e se  co m p a n ie s  
o r e  r o v  c o n q u e rin g  
A m eric an  m a rk e ts  bg 
o p en in g  re c to rie s  In  t t e  
U nited  S ta les . T hey  p r e f e r  
to o p en  I te m  In  t t e  m id  
v a t  and so u th  because th e y  
see  som e o f t t e  's a c r i f i c e  
e v e ry th in g *  v o r k  e th ic s  
th a t Jep n n e sc  w o r k e rs  hod 
j u s t  a f te r  t t e  v a r .

Jap a n ese  co m p an ies  
v i l l  o f f e r  ,e  p ro je c te d

8 4 0 , 0 0 0  uddltlonol r e v  
jo b s  in  th e  next decade. The 
re c o rd  s h o v tn g s  o f  t t e  Yen 
o g e i ia t  t t e  U. S . d o lla r  end 
l i e  l a b o r  unions In a b il i ty  
to o rg e n ir a  bos e l lo v td  fo r  
s i c c t s s f u l  e x p a n sio n  In to  
Ih e  U n ited  S t e l a .

T h is  v i l l  be a 
b le s s in g  fo r  c o n su m e rs  end 
m idd le d o s s  b lu e  c a l le r  
v o r k e r e .

South Kore - Japan
Ko rean .Japane se

T here e r e  •  f e v  
s tu d e n ts  h e re  a t  Edgecumbe 
v h o  a r e  co rresp o n d in g  v i t h  
s tu d e n ts  In  C h in e . The 
a tu d e n ts  v h o  a r e  attend ing  
t h e i r  second y e a r In  a 
C hinese c la ss  a t  HEKS te v e  
p en  p a ls  fro m  I t e  Hefei ' 2  
‘ fidd le School, v h i c h  Is  a lso  
o re  o f o u r  s l s to r  schools. I f  
you v o u ld  Ilk a  to  have a 
P ac ific  Rtm  pen  pal you 
shou ld  con tac t M rs . Y e rg - 
I n ,  t t e  C hinese in s t r u c to r  
a t  M t. Edgecumbe. Chinese 
tanguoge Is  not n e c e ssa ry , 
end  help  is  o ffered .

M t .  E d g e c u n b e  s i s c t  c h o o l  i n  H e f e i ,  C h in a

P o p u l a t i o n

P r o j e c t i o n s

by M ite  P i t t a

Old you ree l Ira  th a t  I f  
J a p a n 's  e v e r - ln c re a s tn y  
p o p u la tio n  y r e v  5 %  a y e a r ,  
d u r in g  th e  y e a r 2 0 0 0 ,  I t  
v o u ld  hav e  a lm ost doubled 
I t 's  c u r r e n t  p o p u lefien  o f
1 1 9 .9 9 6 .0 0 0 .  Og t t o  g e a r  
2 0 3 3 ,  th e  J e re n e s a  v o u ld  
s u r p e a  C h irp 's  c u r r e n t  
p o p u la tte n  o f
1 .0 3 1 .5 6 3 .0 0 0 .

I f  C h ine 'a  p ro l i f ic  
p o p u la tio n  u n d e rv c o t a 
2 0 %  In c re a se  a y e a r ,  bg 
th e  g a r  2 0 2 5 ,  t h r i r  
n u m b e r  o f people o r  
in h o b t ta n t i  occupying  a 
s p e c if ic  geographica l 
lo c a li ty ,  su ch  as a  c o u n try ,  
in s t i tu t io n ,  o r  v o r ld  v o u ld  
In c re a se  f ro m  I b il lio n  to I 
t r i l l i o n  people!

I f  t t e  U S . p opu la tion  
ac c e le ra te d  to an  In c re a se  of 
A %  •  g e a r ,  t n  th e  y e a r  
2 0 0 5  o u r  n u m b ers  v i l l  
te v e  doubted , e n J  by  th e  
y e a r  2 0 1 4  o u r  n u m b e rs  
v l f i _ _ t o v a _ _ ^ r i p l e d .

• 1C ^  ^  JHC ** w  *  -  JiAt g  —  d )

' J a p a n e s e  P 4 ,f  * —   C hennelLlgnt f r b ru e rg  1 9 9 7

L i fe s t y le s  
B y  Carrie Pegues

The H) me:
The tra d it io n a l  

Ja p a n e s e - s ty le  houses v a r a  
u su a lly  tv o  s to r ie s  h ig h  m ote 
of v o o te u  beams end v a i l s ,  
v i t h  a f i le  ro o f . They a lso  use 
slid in g  p an e ls  a s  v t n i n v s  a.sd 
d oors. T te  flo o r v t s  co v e red  
v t t h  cush ioned  s t r a y  m ats 
ca lled  ‘ ta tem l*  fo r  t h e t r  
co m fo rt. Those r a t s  v a r a  
a lv a y s  d e a n ,  because sh o es  
v e r t  r a v e r  w o rn  t n  the 
house. Beck th e n , th e u  
u su a lly  s le p t  on  bedding th a t

v a s  roiiets ou i o n  the 
T alem i.*  T h is bedding v a s  
s to red  e v a g  in  c lo se ts  d u r in g
lb* day so the space could be 
used fo r  o th e r  p u rp o se s . As a 
r a s u ll  o f u sin g  speca v t s e l g ,  
v e r y  t i t l e  f u r n i tu r e  v e s  
needed.

H ovodays, t t e  
Jap a n ese  people a re  m o re  end 
m ore  l ik in g  to  t t e  W e s te rn  
s ty le  o f l iv in g . One re a so n  
being because m ore h ig h - r i s e  
a p a rtm e n ts  a r e  being b u i l t .
T hey  n o v  use th in g s lik e  
c h a i r s ,  ta b le s ,  to d s  - and 
o t t e r  k irrfe o f  f u r n i t u r e ,  
although t t e  tra d it io n a l  
slid ing  d o o rs  and ‘ ta tam l*  
d o o rs  a r e  s t i l l  being used.
T te  W e s te rn e r  to e  v id e ly  
Influenced  I t e  m odern  
Jap a n ese  l i fe s ty le ,  b u t th e i r  
anc ien t c u l tu r a l  v e g s  v i l l  
n  / e r  fade e v a g .

C u i s i n e

.  O r ie n ta l Food:
T he Ja p sn e se  d ie t 

m a in ly  re v o lv e s  ero u n d  v t e t  
th e y  ra n  c a tc h  o r  g r o v  I n  t t e  
ocean, f i s h ,  fo r  In s ta n c e , has 
been  t t e  m ein  s o u rc e  of 
p ro te in  tn  t t e  Jep o n e se  d ie t .
O t t e r  seafoods o re  s h r im p ,  
so lm o n , end tu rn .  T hey  e ra

People’sRepublic 
of China

a
H r .  H a y a s h l  d e a o n s c r a c a a  n s a  c e c h -  
n l q u a  c o  v a c c h f u l  v i a u a r a .  ’

p re p a re d  In  a n u m b e r of 
v e g s ,  f o r  ex a m p le , th e y  can  
t e  s t i r - f r i e d ,  deep f r ie d ,  and 
In  so m e ca se s , ea ten  ra w  o r  
HIV*.

t to v ,  t t e  
J e p a n e te  have s ta r te d  to 
accept th e  W e s te rn  v a y s  of 
ea tin g  m ea t. T hey  a re  
eq u tr in g  a tes ta  fo r  the 
W e s te r n e r s ' hab it o f  o o k to g  
t t e  m ea t e r  u sing  processed  
m eat t n  t t e t r  m eals.
S o m e v to t  m ore  s lo w ly ,
A m e ric a n s  a r a  accep ting  
Ja p a n e se  food in to  t t e t r  dtoL 
Somexfay, maybe Jap a n ese  
food w i l l  to  t  m o re  com m on 
p o r t  o f  o u r  da ily  d ie t.

TT
U.S.S.R

Philippines

Japan

South Korea

%
t a n a d a

H u s t r a l i a
N ew  Z e a l a n J
S o u t h  P ac i f ic  I s l a n d s

T h a i l a n d
T a iw a n

 U.5.B.
/



P a r e n t  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  

G a s t i n e a u  School, Douglas, AK. 

J a n u a r y  15 > 1988

To: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  E llis j a h  j  0

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l l i s

G a s t i n e a u  School, in the J u n e a u  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

serves the c o m m u n i t y  of D o u g l a s  and D o u g l a s  Island. O u r  student 

p o p u l a t i o n  is c u r r e n t l y  set at 3 1 2  e l e m e n t a r y  schoolchildren.

F o r  the past year, our parent gr oup has s ponsored a J a p anes e 

t e a c h e r  who h a s  provided our c h i l d r e n  wi th i n s t r u c t i o n  in the 

J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e  and exposure to the culture and customs of Japan. 

P a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s  and s t u dents have expre s s e d  such s a t i s f a c t i o n  

w i t h  the p rogram, we are p r e p a r i n g  to extend the s t a y  of our t e a c h­

er for a n o t h e r  year. The f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  this p l aces  on our 

P a r e n t  G r o u p  is staggering, e s p e c i a l l y  in light of our r e l a t i v e l y  

s m a l l  s t u dent p o p u l a t i o n  and the curre nt e c o nomic  slump be ing 

e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  Juneau. As is u s u a l l y  the case, the b e n e f i t s  of 

such a p r o g r a m  are shared b y  all  of our students, while the c o m m­

itment to f u n d r a i s i n g  is borne b y  a f e w  of our more d e d i c a t e d  

parents.

Your i n t r o d u c t i o n  of House B i l l s  341 and 343 w h i c h  would a p p r o­

priate f u n d i n g  and e s t a b l i s h  an Ajsian L a n guage F u n d  for A l a s k a n  

schools, is a most t i m e l y  and p r o g r e s s i v e  step in p r e p a r i n g  our 

c h i l d r e n  for their futures. Our P a r e n t  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  would 

like to e x t e n d  our a p p r e c i a t i o n  to you for r e c o g n i z i n g  this need 

and offer s t r o n g  support for the passage of these bills. »7e w o u l d  

hope that the A l a s k a  legisl a t u r e  woul d join you in y o u r  effo rts 

to d e v e l o p  and m a i n t a i n  s t r o n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  ties w i t h  the P a c i f i c  

Rim.

S i n c e r e l y

Pauletxe :.i. S i m p s o n  

i/iember, E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  

P a r e n t  A d v i s o r y  Counci l 

G a s t i n e a u  School, D o u g l a s
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1024 WEST SIXTH AVENUE 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 

(907) 274 4031

W H IL E  IN  S E S S IO N  
PO. BOX V 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
(907) 465-3704

CO-CHAIR
HEALTH. EOUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES

LABOR & COMMERCE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREIGN TRADE

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  J O H N N Y  E L L I S

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Members of the House HESS Committee

FROM- Rep. Johnny Ellis •

DATE: January 19, 1988

SUBJECT: HB 341 and HB 343: Pacific Rim Asian Language Fund

As you know, there is currently a great deal of interest in 
making Alaskans viable participants in Pacific Rim trade. One 
way to reach this goal is to give Alaskan students the oppor­
tunity to be knowledgeable in the language and culture of various 
Asian countries. I feel that this goal, addressed by Governor 
Cowper in his State of the State Address last January, is 
worthwhile and deserves the support of this committee and this 
legislature.

The enclosed legislation would help school districts reach 
this goal. The bill will establish with the Department of 
Education a fund to enable school districts to offer Asian 
languages as an adjunct to their normal foreign language 
curriculum. School districts would submit to the state a 
proposal as to how they would use the grant money.

This Asian Language Fund would be open for programs K-12, 
and districts would be asked to describe their long-range plan 
for developing Asian language curriculum.

I ask for your support in creating the fund and helping our 
students prepare for Alaska's future.

ALASKA STATE HOUSE
OFFICE OF MAJORITY WHIP



M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

" A n  A l a s k a n  S c h o o l  f o r  A l a s k a ' s  F u t u r e "

M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  p r o v i d e s  n e w  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  e d u c a t i o n  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  A l a s k a n  s t u d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r u r a l  N a t i v e  y o u t h .  T h e  

s c h o o l  p l a c e s  h i g h  e x p e c t a t i o n s  u p o n  s t u d e n t s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  s t a f f .  

P r o g r a m s  a n d  c u r r i c u l u m  a r e  b a s e d  u p o n  a c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  a 

g r e a t  a n d  o f t e n  u n r e a l i z e d  p o t e n t i a l .  T h e  s c h o o l  p r e p a r e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  

m a k e  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a d u l t h o o d  h e l p i n g  t h e m  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t  

t o  d o  a n d  d e v e l o p  t h e  s k i l l s  a n d  t h e  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e i i  

g o a l s .

M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  s t u d e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p u r s u e  r i g o r o u s  

a c a d e m i c  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  w o r k  at  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  

l e v e l s .  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  s t a f f  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  k e e p  

c u r r e n t  o n  e d u c a t i o n a l  a d v a n c e s  a n d  t o  i n i t i a t e  i n n o v a t i v e ,  c h a l l e n g i n g  

a n d  s t i m u l a t i n g  c l a s s r o o m  p r o g r a m s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .

T e a c h e r s  a n d  s t a f f  w i l l  d e v e l o p  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  a n a l y z e  i s s u e s  t o  

a n t i c i p a t e  f u t u r e  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  n e e d s  o f  A l a s k a ,  s u c h  a s  A l a s k a ' s  

e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o n  a m o n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  R i m  n a t i o n s ,  a n d  t o  i n t e g r a t e  a n  

e d u c a t i o n a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e s e  i s s u e s  i n t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  A  s t r o n g  

c u r r i c u l u m  i n  E n g l i s h ,  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  s c i e n c e ,  f i n e  a r t s ,  

c o m p u t e r s ,  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  c a r e e r  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  s e c o n d  l a n g u a g e s ,  

a n d  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  is  p r o v i d e d .  S p e c i a l  e m p h a s i s  i s  a l s o  p l a c e d  o n  

t h e  s t u d y  o f  t o p i c s  s p e c i f i c  t o  A l a s k a .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  t h e  A l a s k a  

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  h i s t o r y ,  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  N a t i v e  l a n d  c l a i m  i s s u e s ,  a n d  

t h e  h i s t o r y ,  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  l a n g u a g e s  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  R i m .  V o c a t i o n a l  

e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  b e  s t r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p .  D i f f e r e n t  c o t t a g e  

i n d u s t r i e s  w i l l  b e  r u n  b y  s t u d e n t s  w h i c h  w i l l  i n c o r p o r a t e  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  

r a w  p r o d u c t s ,  w h o l e s a l i n g ,  r e t a i l i n g ,  p u r c h a s i n g  o f  e q u i p m e n t ,  b i l l i n g ,  

e t c .

M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  a s  a b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  w i l l  o f f e r  s t u d e n t s  a w i d e  

r a n g e  o f  s u p p o r t  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  a l l  s t u d e n t s .  T o  

f a c i l i t a t e  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h  a n d  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  s k i l l s ,  e a c h  s t u d e n t  w i l l  

b e  a s s i s t e d ,  g u i d e d ,  a n d  c h a l l e n g e d  t o  m a k e  c h o i c e s  a b o u t  f u t u r e  a c a d e m i c  

o r  t e c h n i c a l  s c h o o l i n g ,  r u r a l  o r  u r b a n  r e s i d e n c e ,  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e t h o d s  

o f  m a k i n g  a l i v i n g .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  r e s p e c t e d  f o r  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  

b a c k g r o u n d ,  a n d  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  a n d  e x p e c t e d  t o  

o f f e r  i n s i g h t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .

E x t r a o r d i n a r y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p ,  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a n d  

e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  w i l l  b e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  b o t h  d u r i n g  a n d  

a f t e r  s c h o o l  h o u r s .  T h e  s c h o o l  w i l l  p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  c o l l e g e ,  f o r  

t h e  a c a d e m i c  d e m a n d s  o f  a c o l l e g e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  a n d  t h e  s o c i a l  d e m a n d s  o f  

b e i n g  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e  a n d  m a n a g i n g  t i m e  e f f e c t i v e l y .  S o m e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  

b e  s e l e c t e d  w h o  a r e  h a v i n g  a d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  w i t h  t h e i r  h o m e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

S t a f f  w i l l  d o  e v e r y  t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  t o  h e l p  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  b e c o m e  

p r o d u c t i v e  c i t i z e n s .
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STATE OF ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

M t . Edgecumbe High School 
1297 Seward Avenue 
Sitka, Alaska 99835 

(907) 966-2201

Requirements for G radua tion

graduat i o n :

Social Studies 
English
Japanese or Chinese language 
Pacific Rim Cultures 
Science 
Math
H e a l t h / F .
Com puteis

20 credits
Plus: 4 electives 4 credits

24 credits required to graduate

Transfer students (students who enter M t . Edgecumbe High School after 
completing the 9th grade) will bs required to meet State of Alaska 
requirements for graduation. However, t r a nsfer  students must complete 
three (3) credit hours for each semester in attendance at M t . Edgecu mbe 
High School.

All students are required to take and pass six (6) solid courses per 
semester while in attendance at M t . Edgcumbe High School plus meet the 
minimum  State of Alaska graduation requirements.

The basic curriculum will be supplemented by art, music, and vocational 
classes offered before and after the regular school day. These classes 
m a y  be taught by regular MEHS teachers or by Islands Community College, 
S h e l d o n  Jackson  College, or Sitka School District instructors. In 
c e rta in instances college credits m a y  be obtained by M t . Edgecumbe High 
School students.

Band, chorus, art, electronics, welding, drive rs education, year book, 
journalism, photography, accounting, specific compu t e r  skills, drama, 
anthropology, psychology, sociology, diesel mechan ics, small engines, 
navigation, and emergency medical training are examples of courses that 
m a y  be taken by M t . Edgecumbe students outside the regular school day. 
Some of the courses could be for enrichment and some could be college 
credit classes.

Work study opportunities will be available for m a n y  junior and senior 
students at MEHS. Many of the training stations will provide students 
with income and experience as well as a chance to explore vocational or 
career opportunities. Students should be aware that presently the M t . 
Edgecumbe High School has no educational shop facilities. Classes could 
be held at Sitka High School for M t . Edgecumoe H i g h  School shop students 
on weekends or after the regular school day.

0103A
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P lease enter Into the record my testimony to the H ealth,Education,.^  s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s  
And Finance com m ittee name

com m ittee on *QU3e B i n s  343 & 341  t dated . 1 / 20/88____________________________.
bill/subject

Gentlemen & L adies:

I would l i k e  to  t e s t i f y  to  th e  need o f  p a ssin g  House B i l l s  343 & 341 cn the  
b a s is  o f  our being p art o f  "The P a c if ic  Rim"; th a t we are c lo s e ly  a l l i e n  w ith  
Japan on an in d u s tr ia l  and f i s h e r ie s  le v e l  w ith  the r e la t io n s h ip  growing each 
y e a r ;th a t  our r e la t io n s h ip s  w ith o th er  " P a c if ic  Rim" c o u n tr ie s  are. a lso  
growing ra p id ly ; th a t  much o f the demand fo r  our raw products and fiG h come 
from th e se  c o u n tr ie s ;  and much o f  our p o te n t ia l  investm ent c a p ita l  i s  a v a ila b le  
in  th ese  c o u n tr ie s . As our r e la t io n s h ip s  to  "The P a c i f ic  Rim" co u n tr ies  
co n tin u es  to  grow, th e need fo r  c le a r e r  and c lo s e r  understanding between our­
s e lv e s  and th e se  c o u n tr ie s  become g r e a te r . The on ly  way to  accom plish th is  
ia  through understanding t h e ir  language and custom s. T h is i s  e s p e c ia l ly  
im portant in  h ig h ly  stru ctu red  s o c ie t i e s  such as th e se  co u n tr ie s  have.

I t  w i l l  h elp  trem endously fo r  the youth o f  Alaska to  have the advantage o f  
A s ia t ic  Language S tu d ies  in  th e  school system  when th ey  take th e ir  p la c e s  in  the  
work fo rce  whether i t  be as a fisherm an a f t e r  h igh s c h o o l,o r  goes -on  to  
h igh er  education* To succeed in  f is h in g  or b u sin ess  in  A laska i t  i s  becoming 
more and more n e c e ssa r y  to  deal w ith  " p a c if ic  R im "countries d ir e c t ly  or with  
t h e ir  businessm en. Knowledge o f  t h e ir  languages and custom s becomes very  
im portant each year.

There i s  one a d d it io n a l b e n e f it  o f th e  passage o f th e se  b i l l s .  In most o f  the  
high  sch o o ls  o f  A la sk a ,th e  on ly  fore ign  languages being  taught are Spanish and 
French. With th e  p r esen t budget c o n s tr a in ts , i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  o f fe r  more 
lan gu ages. However,both o f  th e  laguages mentioned have l i t t l e  or no r e la t io n sh ip  
to  th e  needs o f  c o l le g e  bound stu d en ts in  th e sc ie n c e s . French and Spanish r e la te  
to  th e  hum anities and c e r ta in  b u sin ess  areas and to  l i t e r a t u r e .  The languages 
o f  sc ie n c e  todaty are E nglish ,R ussian ,Japanese,C hinese,G efm an and L atin . One 
o f  th e  requirem ents fo r  acceptance a t th e  b e tte r  u n iv e r s i t i e s  and c o l le g e s  i s  
two years o f  a fo re ig n  language in  h igh set ' ' 3ent to  have
(continued on attach ed  sh eet)
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a l l  h is  o p tio n s  open fo r  s p e c ia l iz a t io n  in  c o l le g e  and graduate sch o o l, i t  
i s  n ecessa ry  fo r  the h igh sch oo l student to  carry  seven su b je c ts  i f  he wishes 
take any form o f  p h y s ic a l f i t n e s s  or a t h le t i c s .  By p a ssin g  th ese  b i l l s ,  the  
S ta te  o f  A laska w i l l  a llo w  th e sch oo ls  o f our s ta te  to  o f f e r  a t  le a s t  two of 
the s c ie n c e  languages to  th e se  stu d en ts.

T his do^s n ot im ply th a t  a i l  o f  th e  emphases o f  o f  3 i l l  343 should be on ly  
a t th e secondary l e v e l  (high school) Some p i l o t  programs should be s e t  up 
in  th e  primary sc h o o ls .

I 'd  l i k e  to  summarize by saying th a t whether a student in  our p u b lic  school 
system  i s  go in g  f is h in g  a f t e r  f in is h in g  h igh sch oo l or in to  a cannery or  
•'nto b u s in e ss , h is  chances o f  su ccess in  l i f e  are g rea te r  anywhere in"the  
P a c if ic  Rim" w ith  an A s ia t ic  language than w ithout as th e r e la t io n s h ip s  
between th ese  c o u n tr ie s  become c lo se r  and th e  t i e s  s tro n g er . Furthermore, 
p assage o f  343 w i l l  r e c t i f y  a problem th a t e x i s t s  w ith in  the e n t ir e  S ta te  
School System -of g iv in g  language support to  s tu d en ts  in te r e s te d  in  higher  
education  o n ly  in  the hum anities; not in  sc ie n c e . The sc ie n c e  student w i l l  
now have the o p tio n  o f  a sc ie n c e  support language.




