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B I L L  NO: DATE:

_ _ m T„ H B  3 3 2  J a n u a r y  14, 1 9 8 8
TITLE: CONTACT: 1 . 1 7 0 0

A n  a.ct r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  G o r d o n  B r u n t o n

r e p o r t i n g  o f  b u r n  i n j u r i e s .  4 6 5 - 4 3 3 1

A S  0 8 . 6 4  w o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d  t o  a d d  a  n e u  s e c t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  

p h y s i c i a n s  t o  r e p o r t  c a s e s  o f  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  ( m o r e  t h a n  5  p e r c e n t

w  h  o f  t h e  b o d y  w i t h  s e c o n d  o r  t h i r d  d e g r e e  b u r n s ,  o r  b u r n s  t o  t h e

o h  u p p e r  r e s p i r a t o r y  t r a c t  o r  l a r y n g e a l  e d e m a  d u e  t o  t h e  i n h a l a t i o n

w  o f  s u p e r - h e a t e d  a i r )  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  w i t h i n

h w  7 2  h o u r s  a f t e r  t r e a t m e n t .  I f  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  b e l i a v e s  t h a t  t h e

z  <  v i c t i m  w i l l  d i e  b e f o r e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  r e c e i v e s  t h e  r e p o r t ,  t h e  

w o t  p h y s i c i a n  m u s t  o r a l l y  n o t i f y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  o r  a

a  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y .

H  CJ

06 h  T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a n o t h e r  t o o l  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e

<  w  a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  a r s o n i s t s  a n d  w o u l d  g i v e  t h e  D i v i s i o n  a  b e t t e r

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  t o  a s s i s t  in t h e i r  p r e v e n t i o n .

w  »

0  pn U e  s u g g e s t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  w i l f u l  1

f a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  S u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  w i t h  t h e  

s u g g e s t e d  a m e n d m e n t  o f  H B  3 3 2 .
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F I S C A L  N O T E  

H O U S E  B I L L  3 3 2

A s s u m p t  i o n s :

A n  e s t i m a t e d  5 0 0  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  w i l l  b e  r e p o r t e d  

e a c h  y e a r .

A  5  p e r c e n t  i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r  i s  u s e d  f o r  

s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s .

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s .  1 0 0  h o u r s  p e r  y e a r ,  c l e r i c a l

a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t i m e  f o r  c a s t  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  

d a t a  c o n t r o l  . $ 0 . 0

T r a v e 1. 0 . 0

C o n t r a c t u a l  .

T e l e p h o n e  t o l l  c h a r g e s  t o  n o t i f y  l a w

e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s .  1 . 3

P r i n t i n g  8. d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f o r m s  &  i n s t r u c t i o n s

t o  p h y s i c i a n s  &  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t .  1 . 0

( d e c r e a s e  0 . 3  a f t e r  f i r s t  y e a r )

P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  p e r i o d i c  r e p o r t s .  0 . 3

S u p p l i e s .

M i s c .  o f f i c e  s u p p l i e s ,  s t a t i o n e r y ,  d a t a

s t o r a g e  m e d i a .  0 . 5

E q u i p m e n t .

U p g r a d e  m i c r o c o m p u t e r  h a r d  d r i v e / t a p e  b a c k u p

t o  i n c r e a s e  d a t a  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y .  3 . 5

( o n e - t i m e  c o s t )

T o t a l  $ 7 . 1



D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1 9 8 7 i

PR ES S R E L EA SE  "For Immed iat e R elease"

Contact: Syl ve s t e r  (Sam) Neal D irector, State Fire Marsh al' s

Of fi ce  (907) 2 69- 56 04

A RS O N I S TS  STEAL F R O M  US ALL

C o n s e r v a t i v e l y  over 7 mil lon  dollars wa s stolen f ro m  Alaskans in 1986

because of Arson. That's over 13 dollars fo r e v e r y  man, woman, and c hild

»
in this state. I ns ur anc e c ompanies paid the d i re c t  loss for arson fires; 

bu t those of us who p a y  fire in sur anc e for our homes, businesses, and 

auto mob ile s r e p a y  the in surance com pa ni e s .  N a t io n w i d e  it is est ima ted  

that 40 cents of e ve ry  fi r e  insurance d ol l a r  goes to pay  for the crime of 

arson.

Arson is a growin g p r o b l e m  in Alaska; but we can do s omething about it. 

It is not impossible to de^tect, i nv est iga te or p r o sec ute  arson. E ve ry  

Alas kan  can help improve the chances of an a rs o n i s t being caught and

convicted. Since one of the most  i m p ort ant  areas is publ ic involvement,

(mure)

A la ;ha S la te  Troopers. 57 IIII I:. T a ilo r Kom i. Anchorage, A K  1)9507 —  2 6 9 -5 0 5 4



AR SO NI S T S  STEAL F R O M  US ALL (continued)

Al ask ans  must first r e ali ze the ma g n i tu de  of the a rson problem. Second, 

Al ask ans  must aid or support the local fire d ep a r t me nt  and law 

e n fo rc em e n t  ag en ci e s  in efforts to detect arson and s u s pic iou s fires and 

help i de nt if y  individuals w h o  m a y  h av e been the a rsonist. Public 

k n ow l e d g e and o bse rva tio ns of a part icu lar  f ire m a y  prov ide  officials 

with v i t a l l y  im portant information which m a y  o t h e r w i s e  not bec ome  known 

to fire investigators.

If you have k n ow le dg e  about a suspicious fire, c o n t a c t  you r local fire 

department, law e n f or c e m e n t agency, or the State Fir e Ma rs ha l ' s  office.

A rs on can be stopped, but e v e r y  Alas kan  m ust be c o nc e r n e d  enough to help 

those agencies w h o  are a lr e a d y  fig h t i n g the crime w hic h steals f r o m  all 

of u s .

FO R MORE INFORMATION, C ONT ACT  YOUR LOCAL FIR E D E P A R T M E N T  OR:

Sy lv es t e r  (Sam) Neal 

State Fi r e  M a r s h a l ' s  Office 

5700 E. Tu dor  Road 

Anchora ge,  A las ka  99 507-1225 

Phone: (907) 2 6 9- 56 0 4
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BILL SHEFFIELD, G O V E R N O R

fl> K P A  K T M  K lY T  O F  L A W  p o u c h  k  -  s t a t e  c a p it o l. i** u .r«iu. JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811
PHONE: 1907) 465-3600

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

D e c e m b e r  14, 1984

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Honorable Bill Sheffield
Governor

C C , Norman C. G o r s u c h  
IT  A t t o r n e y  General

F R O M :

RE: A ttac h e d  b i l l  relating to'report of certain injuries
Our file: 37/-019-85

Attac h e d  is a bill, reques ted b y  the division of 
A lask a State Troopers, D epartment  of P ublic Safety, w h i c h  r e­
quires physicians and other h e a l t h  care pr oviders to report to 
the police their treatment of persons w h o  have received gunshot 
or stab wounds, or have b e e n  intention ally seriously injured. 
Failure to m a k e  a r e q u i r e d  report is a class B m i s d e m e a n o r  o f­
fense, carrying a m a x i m u m  p e nalty  of a $1,000 fine and 90 days 
in jail. Persons w h o  report in good  faith are p r o t e c t e d  from 
civil or criminal liability.

A l a s k a  is one of the v e r y  few states that do not r e­
quire a doctor to report these p o t e n t i a l l y  life-threatening i n­
juries. The absence of such a p r o v i s i o n  hampers the timely i n­
vestigation of some serious assaults, espec ially in bush areas,

A  vi rtu a l l y  identical bill, HB 583, was introduced at 
your request last session (Department of L a w  file no. 377 — 021 — 
84), but remained in the House HESS Committee at adjournment.

A  draft transmittal letter to the legislature e x p l a i n­
ing the bill and the n e e d  for this leg islation is also attached.

N C G :G A H :lb

cc w/enc.: Hou. Robert J. Sundberg, Commission er
D epartment of Public Safety

Colonel M i c h a e l  Kolivosky, Director 
D ivision of A l a s k a  State Troopers 
Department of Public Safety

on -  C32LH



C ? A F  T

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  18, o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  b i l l  t h a t  s i l l  r e q u i r e  

p h y s i c i a n s ,  n u r s e s ,  p a r a m e d i c s ,  h o s p i t a l  s t a f f ,  a n d  o t h e r  

h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  t o  r e p o r t  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  p e r s o n s  

s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  g u n s h o t  w o u n d s ,  n o n a c c i d e n t a l  s t a b  w o u n d s ,  

a n d  n o n a c c i d e n t a l  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s .

A n  o r a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  m u s t  b e  m a d e  i m m e d i a t e ­

l y  ( n o  l a t e r  t h a n  2 4  h o u r s )  t o  a  s t a t e  t r o o p e r ,  l o c a l  p o ­

l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  o r  l o c a l  v i l l a g e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  a n d  t h i s  

m u s t  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t .  B o t h  r e p o r t s  m u s t  

i n c l u d e  t h e  n a m e  a n d  p r e s e n t  w h e r e a b o u t s  o f  t h e  i n j u r e d  

p e r s o n ,  a n d  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  

h i s  i n j u r i e s .  F a i l u r e  t o  m a k e  a  r e p o r t  a s  r e q u i r e d  i s  a  

c l a s s  B  m i s d e m e a n o r ,  c a r r y i n g  m a x i m u m  p e n a l t i e s  o f  a  

$ 1 , 0 0 0  f i n e  a n d  u p  t o  9 0  d a y s  i n  j a i l .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  m a k e s  

a  r e p o r t  i n  g o o d  f a i t h  i s  i m m u n e  f r o m  c i v i l  o r  c r i m i n a l  

l i a b i l i t y  f o r  m a k i n g  t h e  r e p o r t .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  t w o f o l d .  I t  

w i l l  a l l o w  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  t o  t a k e  s t e p s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  

v i c t i m  o f  a  c r i m e  w h o  m a y  b e  t o o  b a d l y  i n j u r e d  o r  t o o  

f r i g h t e n e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e  a s s a u l t .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  a l l o w  o f ­

f i c e r s  t o  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a p p a r e n t  c o m m i s s i o n  

o f  a s e r i o u s  c r i m e ,  a n d  m a y  a i d  i n  t h e  a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  

o f f e n d e r  a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  f r o m  f u t u r e

-1-
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r c

h a r m .

A l a s k a  i s  o n e  o f  v e r y  f e w  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  w h i c h  d o  

n o t  r e q u i r e  a  t r e a t i n g  p h y s i c i a n  t o  r e p o r t  g u n s h o t  o r  s t a b  

w o u n d s .  T h e  a b s e n c e  o i  s u c h  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  

J a w  m e a n s  t h a t  s o m e  s e r i o u s  a s s a u l t s  a r e  n e v e r  r e p o r t e d  t o  

l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  r e m o t e  v i l ­

l a g e s  a n d  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  E v e n  i f  a  s h o o t i n g  o r  

s t a b b i n g  i s  e v e n t u a l l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n v e s ­

t i g a t i o n  m a y  b e  h a m p e r e d  b y  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t i m e  a n d  t h e  

l o s s  o f  v a l u a b l e  e v i d e n c e .

T h e  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  a l l  g u n s h o t  w o u n d s .  O t h e r  

t h a n  t h o s e ,  o n l y  i n j u r i e s  t h a t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d e l i b ­

e r a t e l y  i n f l i c t e d  m u s t  b e  r e p o r t e d .  C l e a r l y  a c c i d e n t a l  

i n j u r i e s  a r e  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  l a w ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  I n  

l i g h t  o f  t h e  j u s t i f i e d  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

v i o l e n t  c r i m e  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  

s a f e t y  i n t e r e s t s  w h i c h  t h i s  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t  w o u l d  

s e r v e ,  I u r g e  y o u r  p r o m p t  a c t i o n  o n  t h i s  b i l l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l  S h e f f i e l d

G o v e r n o r

- 2 -
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-vn N  BY THE HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  ANI
IN THE H O U S E  y\<J) V  0 5 ^  V  S OCIAL SERVICES C O M M ITTEE

CS F O R  H O U S E  BILL NO. 332 (HESS)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STAT E OF A L A S K A

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SE COND SESSION

A  BILL

F or an Act entitled: "An Act r e l ating to the r e p o r t i n g  of c e r t a i n  i n­

juries."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 08.64 is a m ended b y  .adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 08.64.337. -P H Y S T C I A N S8 T O  R E P O R T  C E R T A I N  INJURIES. (a) A

•p-hys-iGsLanlwho treats or attends to a p e r s o n  w i t h  an injury described

in (b) of this s e ction shall m a k e  c e r tain^ that an oral report o f  the

i n j u r y  is m a d e  p r o m p t l y  t o i a  local law e n f o r c e m e n t  agency, or village

p u b l i c  s a f e t y  officer. The -phya i e -iran- sharl m a k e  certain that a W r i t­
s'^ SV.

ten r e p o r t  of th^. injury j^is submitted'0 to the Department of Public

S a fet y w i t h i n  three w o r k i n g  days after the p e r s o n  is

treated. The r eport shall be on a form p r o v i d e d  by the department.

(b) The f o l l owin g injuries shall be r e p o r t e d  u n d e r  (a) of this 

section:

(1) s e c o n d  or third degree burns to five percent or n r e  of 

a p a t i e n t ' s  body;

(2) a b u r n  to a p a t i ent's u p p e r  r e s p i r a t o r y  tract or

l aryngeal edema due to the i nhal ation of sup er- h e a t e d  air;

(3) a b u l l e t  wound, p o wder burn, or odher injury a pparently  

caused by the d i s c harge of a firearm;

(4) an injury appar e n t l y  c aused by a knife, axe, or other 

sharp or p o i n t e d  instrument, unless the injury was clearly accidental; 

and



f t u i u x  u t u \ r  x D t U i f i

p a t i e n t ,  u n l e s s  t h e  i n j u r y  w a s  c l e a r l y  a c c i d e n t a l .

(c) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  v i o l a t i o n .  

T h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  s e n d  a  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  o f  a  j u d g m e n t  o f  c o n v i c t i o n  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  b o a r d .

(d) I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  " p h y r 4 c l a ^ n d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  a p r a c t i t i o n e r  

o f  r e l i g i o u s  h e a l i n g .

l' k&Ll'fo CAyt,'pr& fcsSt0n9j ' /^(Uudes, <xy\ 
m c d i c z d  -fcaJnn ic icoy , y a_  ft je cL l-fy  

Ou.dc ) G - p h y s  fCd3.r\ j  CL / l u r s c  / a _  p a r a m e d ic /
U / l d  cl p h y s i c t c m ' s  a s s i s t e -m - h } b o i ~

A person who, in  good f a i t h ,  makes 

s e c t io n ,  or who p a r t ic ip a te s  in  j u d ic ia l  pro
a report under th is

report or

report under th is  s e c t io n ,  i s  immune from any 

b i l i t y  which might otherwise be incurred as a

or p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  such j u d ic ia l

L proceedings r e la ted  to a 

i any c i v i l  or crim inal l i a -  

as a r e s u l t  o f  making such a 

p roceed in gs .
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Original sponsors: K o p o n e n  and Collins

BY THE HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  AND
IN THE HOT’"*' S OCIAL  SERVICES C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  BI LL NO. 332 (HESS)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSIO N

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An A c t  r e l at ing to the r e p o r t i n g  of c e r tain i n­

juries ."

BE IT E N ACTED  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. A S  08.64 is amended b y  adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.64.337. P HYSICIANS TO R E P O R T  C E R T A I N  INJURIES. (a) A

p h y s i c i a n  w h o  treats or actends to a p e r s o n  w i t h  an injury de scribed 

in (b) of this section shall m a k e  certa in that an oral r eport of the

injury is m a d e  p r o m p t l y  to a local law e n forceme nt a gency or v i llage

public safety officer. The p h y s i c i a n  shall m a k e  c e rtain that a w r i t­

ten report of the injury is s ubmitted to the D e p a r t m e n t  of Public

S afety in J u n e a u  w i t h i n  three w o r k i n g  days a f t e r  the p e r s o n  is

treated. The r eport shall be on a form p r o v i d e d  by the department.

(b) The f o l l ow ing injuries shall be r e p o r t e d  u n d e r  (a) of this 

section:

(1) second or third degree burns to five p e r c e n t  or m o r e  of 

a patient's body;

(2) a b u r n  to a patient's u p p e r  r e s p i r a t o r y  tract or

laryngeal edema due to the inhalation of s u p e r - h e a t e d  air;

(3) a b u l l e t  wound, powder burn, or other injury apparently 

caused b y  the discharge  of a firearm;

(4) an injury a pparen tly caused b y  a knife, axe, or other 

sharp or p o inted instrument, unless the injury was clearly accidental; 

and

( 5 ) a n  i n i u r v  t h a t  i s  l i k e l v  f*r> p p u s p  t-Vip Hpat-h r»f t-hp
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p a t i e n t ,  u n l e s s  t h e  i n j u r y  w a s  c l e a r l y  a c c i d e n t a l .

(c) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  v i o l a t i o n .  

T h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  s e n d  a  c e r t i f i e d  c o p y  o f  a  j u d g m e n t  o f  c o n v i c t i o n  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  b o a r d .

(d) I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  " p h y s i c i a n "  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  a p r a c t i t i o n e r  

o f  r e l i g i o u s  h e a l i n g .
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T H E  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  B U R N  I N J U R Y  R E P O R T I N G  S Y S T E M  ( M - B I R S )

T h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  B u r n  I n j u r y  R e p o r t i n g  S v s t e m  w a s  

i m p l e m e n t e d  o n  J u n e  1, 1 9 8 4  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  C h a p t e r  

1 1 2 ,  S e c t i o n  1 2 A  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  G e n e r a l  L a w s .

U n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  l a w ,  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

a l l  b u r n s  o f  5 %  o r  m o r e  o f  a  p e r s o n ' s  b o d y  s u r f a c e  a r e a  

m u s t  b e  r e p o r t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

P u b l i c  S a f e t y  b y  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  a n d / o r  t h e  t r e a t ­

m e n t  f a c i l i t y .

M - B I R S  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  

t o o l  i n  t h e  w a r  a g a i n s t  a r s o n  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  e a r l y  

w a r n i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  d e t e c t i o n  o f  a r s o n i s t s  w h o  m a y  

b\irn t h e m s e l v e s  a c c i d e n t a l l y  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  c r i m e ,  

as' i s  n o t  u n c o m m o n .

T h e  M - B I R S  s y s t e m  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s u c h  m a n d a t o r y  

b u r n  r e p o r t i n g  m e c h a n i s m  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  M a n y  o t h e r  

s t a t e s  a r e  n o w  c o n s i d e r i n g  i n s t i t u t i n g  a  s i m i l a r  s y s t e m  

a n d  t h e  S t a t e  o f  N e w  Y o r k  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  b u r n  

. r e p o r t i n g  s y s t e m  p a t t e r n e d  c l o s e l y  a f t e r  t h e  M - B I R S .

1 9 8 5 ,  t h e  f i r s t  f u l l  y e a r  o f  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  M - B I R S ,  

s a w  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  m o r e  t h a n  6 0 0  s e r i o u s  b u r n s ,  s o m e  

o f  t h e m  u n d e r  h i g h l y  s u s p i c i o u s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  p r e s e n t l y  

u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

T h e  M - B I R S  h a s  h a d  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  a n c i l l a r y  b e n e f i t s  

o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  a u t o m a t e d  b u r n  d a t a  b a s e  f o r  u s e  i n  

d e v e l o p i n g  e f f e c t i v e  b u r n  p r e v e n t i o n  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  

C o m m o n w e a l t h .

W i t h  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  f i r e , ,  p o l i c e  

a n d  h e a l t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  M - B I R S  w i l l  r e a c h  i t s  o p t i m u m  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  a r s o n  a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  

o f  o u r  c i t i z e n s  f r o m  f i r e  a n d  b u r n s .

S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l



M A S S A C H U S E T T S  B U R N  INJURY R E P O R T I N G  S Y S T E M

In 1985, the first fu.1! yea r  ol t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bur n  Inju r y  Repoi ting 

S y s t e m  (M-BIRS), 589 bur n  re p o r t s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  fr o m  94 M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

ho s p i t a l s  and h e a l t h  c l i n i c s  (see T a b l e  1.). B u r n  inju r i e s  of 5% o r  m o r e  

of t h e  b o d y  s u r f a c e  are a  m u s t  b e  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  Corrmissioner o f  Pub l i c  

S a f e t y  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h r o u g h  a 24 - h o u r  toll f r e e  h o t l i n e  b y  t h e  initial 

a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  o r  m e d i c a l  facility. Then, t h e  b u m  m u s t  b e  reported 

o n  a card a n d  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l ' s  Office.

A n  a v e r a g e  o f  49 b u r n s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  month l y ,  ra n g i n g  f r o m  25 in 

F e b r u a r y  (the low) t o  90 in J u l y  ( t h e  high). Based on  t h e  average, 

t w i c e  as m a n y  s e r i o u s  b u r n s  o c c u r  in J u l y  t h a n  can b e  e x p e c t e d  in o t h e r  

months. T h i s  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a n a l y s i s  of burr, r e p o r t s  s u b m i t t e d  in 

1984. (The B u r n  R e g i s t r y  w a s  i m p l e m e n t e d  o n  J u n e  1, 1984.) J u l y  w a s  

a l s o  the "worst" m o n t h s  for b u r n s  in 1985. G r a p h  A. b e l o w  s hows t h e  

r e p o r t e d  b u r n s  b y  month.

Graph A.
INCIDENCE OF BURNS BY MONTH 

(T o ta l-5 8 9 )

SOURCE : 1 9 6 5  re p o rti to th i M m ic h u ie t t i  B un  Injury Reporting S y i t t n  (M -B IR S ).



C A U S E S  B Y  M O N T H

F o r  e v e r y  m o n t h  e x c e p t  July, t h e  n u m b e r  1 rankr 3 c a u s e  o f  b u m s  is hot 

l i q u i d  scalds. T h e s e  scalds a r e  d u e  t o  k n o c k e d  o v e r  c u p s  o f  coffee, t o o  

h o t  t u n  wate r ,  a n d  c o o k i n g  accidents.

F o r  t h e  w i n t e r  m onths, November. December, January, F e b r u a r y  a n d  March, 

h o u s e  f i r e s  a r e  t h e  n u m b e r  2  r a n k e d  c a u s e  of  b u m s .

In  M a y  t h r o u g h  October, r a d i a t o r  e x p l o s i o n s  a n d  h o t  c a r  p a r t s  a r e  a  

l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f  b u m s ,  b e c o m i n g  n u m b e r  1 in  July.

F o r  a l l  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  year, c o o k i n g  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  a  l e a d i n g  a n d  

c o n s i s t e n t  c a u s e  of  b u m s .  T h e y  r a n k  n u m b e r  2, 3, o r  4 d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  

season.

F r a n  M a y  t h r o u g h  October, g a s o l i n e  is a l e a d i n g  c a u s e  of  b u m s .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  t o p  f i v e  r a n k e d  c a u s e s  of b u m s :  

s c alds, h o u s e  fires, c o o k i n g  accidents, g a s o l i n e  a n d  h o t  c a r  p a r t s /  

r a d i a t o r  e x p l o s i o n s ,  a r e  consistent. T h e y  c h a n g e  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  r a n k i n g  

a n d  r e o r d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  b a s e d  o n  s e a s o n a l  fluc t u a t i o n s .  ( S e e  T a b l e  2.).

A F F E C T E D  A G E  G R O U P S

A d u l t s  ( a g e d  21-64) c o m p r i s e  o v e r  half, 52% of  t h e  t o t a l  b u m s  

r e p o r t e d ;  c h i l d r e n  1 0  a n d  u n d e r  a c c o u n t  f o r  2 2 % of  b u m  v i c t i m s  a n d  

t e e n a g e r s  r e p r e s e n t  18%. (See G r a p h  B.}.

C A U S E S

T h e  l e a d i n g  c u a s e s  of  b u m  i n j u r i e s  in  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  d u r i n g  1985 were: 

h o t  l i q u i d  scalds; e l e c t r i c a l  b u m s ;  h o u s e  fires; c o o k i n g  accidents;

- 2 -



I able 2 .

L E A D I N G  C A U S E S  O F  B U R N S R E P O R T E D  I N  E A C H  M O N T H

J A N U A R Y - 4 1 M A Y - 5 5

C a u s e # B u r n s C a u s e # B u r n s

S c a l d 1 0 S c a l d 1 3

H o u s e  F i r e s 7 H o t  C a r  P a r t 6
C o o k i n g 6 G a s o l i n e 5

G a s o l i n e 3 C o o k i n g / B B Q 5

S m o k i n g  M a t e r i a l s 2 E l e c t r i c a l 4

E l e c t r i c a l 2 H o u s e  F i r e 3

H o t  C a r  P a r t s 2 C h e m i c a l 2
A l l  o t h e r s 1 9 A l l  o t h e r s 1 7

F E B R U A R Y - 2 5 J U N E - 4 0

C a u s e # B u r n s C a u s e # B u r n s

S c a l d 1 0 S c a l d 8
H o u s e  F i r e s 4 C o o k i n g / B B Q 4

S m o k i n g  M a t e r i a l s 2 F i r e w o r k s 4

G r e a s e 2 H o t  C a r  P a r t 3

A l l  O t h e r s 7 S u n b u r n 3

C h e m i c a l 3

* A l l  O t h e r s 1 5

M A R C H - 5 7 J U L Y - 9 0

C a u s e # B u r n s C a u s e # B u r n s

S c a l d 1 9 H o t  C a r  P a r t s 1 5

H o u s e  F i r e s 1 7 F i r e w o r k s 14

C o o k i n g 4 H o t  L i q u i d  S c a l d s 1 1
S m o k i n g  M a t e r i a l s 2 S m o k i n g  M a t e r i a l s 5

G a s o l i n e 2 C o o k i n g / B B Q 3

A l l  o t h e r s 1 3 S u n b u r n 3

B o a t  F i r e s 2
A l l  o t h e r s 3 7

A P R I L - 4 4 A U G U S T

C a u s e # B u r n s C a u s e # B u r n s

S c a l d 1 3 H o t  L i q u i d  S c a l d s 1 3

C o o k i n g 5 G a s o l i n e 6
H o u s e  F i r e s 4 H o t  C a r  P a r t s 5

E x p l o s i o n 3 A p p l i a n c e s 3

M o t o r  V e h i c l e  A c c i d e n t 3 E l e c t r i c a l 3

C h e m i c a l 3 A l l  o t h e r s 1 7

E l e c t r i c a l 2
A l l  O t h e r s 1 1

- 3 -
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Table 2 . (cont'd)

S E P T E M B E R - 36 N O V E M B E R - 5 1

C a u s e # B u r n s C a u s e r B u r n s

H o t  L i q u i d  S c a l d s  

G a s o l i n e  

H o u s e  F i r e s  

C h e m i c a l

S m o k i n g  M a t e r i a l s  

A l l  o t h e r s

1 2
7

2
2
2

1 1

S c a l d s  

C h e m i c a l  

H o u s e  F i r e s  

A l l  o t h e r s

2 0
4

4

2 1

O C T O B E R - 5 3 D E C E M B E R - 4 1

C a u s e # B u r n s C a u s e “ B u r n s

S c a l d s

G a s o l i n e

S m o k i n g  M a t e r i a l s  

H o t  C a r  P a r t s  

H o u s e  F i r e s  

A l l  o t h e r s

1 8

9

4

4

2
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SOURCE: 1905 reports to the Mossschusetts Burn Injury Reporting System (M-DIR5).



h o t  c a r  p a r t s  a n d  r a d i a t o r  e x p l o s i o n s ;  f ireworks; a n d  s t e a m  scalds. T h i s  

is  b a s e d  o n  t o t a l  b u m s .

C A U S E S  B Y  A G E  G R O U P

C h i l d r e n  5 a n d  u n d e r  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  18% o f  all r e p o r t e d  b u m s .  82 of  the 

106 b u m s  f o r  t h i s  a g e  gro u p ,  o r  7 7 %  w e r e  c a u s e d  b y  h o t  l i q u i d  scalds 

f r c m  coffee, tea, b o i l i n g  w a t e r ,  a n d  e x c e s s i v e l y  h o t  b a t h  water. 6 % w e r e  

r e c e i v e d  in  h o u s e  fires.

T h e  6-1 0  y e a r  o l d  a g e  g r o u p  c o u n t e d  29 victims; 50% o f  t h e s e  b o m s  

w e r e  c a u s e d  b y  h o t  l i q u i d  s c a l d s  a n d  1 6 %  o c c u r r e d  i n  h o u s e  fires.

111 v i c t i m s  w e r e  t e e n a g e r s  11-20 y e a r s  old. 14% w e r e  c a u s e d  b y  

r a d i a t o r  e x p l o s i o n s  a n d  h o t  c a r  par t s .  14% o f  t h e s e  b u m s  o c c u r r e d  w h i l e  

u s i n g  g a s o l i n e .  A n  a d d i t i o n a l  14% w e r e  d u e  t o  fireworks. 12% of b u m s  

i n  t h i s  a g e  g r o u p  w e r e  c o o k i n g  a c c i d e n t s .

2 1 - 3 0  y e a r  o l d s  a r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  g r o u p  o f  b u m  v i c t i m s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  

2 1 %  o f  t h e  tot a l .  T h e  l e a d i n g  c a u s e s  o f  b u m s  for t h i s  a g e  g r o u p  were: 

c a r  r a d i a t o r  e x p l o s i o n s / h o t  c a r  p a r t s  (16%); c h e m c i a l  b u m s  ( 15%); 

h o t  l i q u i d  s c a l d s  ( 13%); c o o k i n g  a c c i d e n t s  (12%); a n d  m i s u s e  of  s m o k i n g  

m a t e r i a l s  (7%).

72 v i c t i m s  w e r e  3 1 - 4 0  y e a r s  old. 18% o f  t h e s e  b u m s  w e r e  c a u s e d  b y  

h o t  c a r  p a r t s  a n d  r a d i a t o r  e x p l o s i o n s ;  13% o c c u r r e d  i n  h o u s e  fires; 9% 

h a p p e n e d  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  g a s o l i n e .

9% o f  t h e  r e p o r t e d  b u m  v i c t i m s  w e r e  a g e d  41-50. N e a r l y  o n e - q u a r t e r  

o f  t h e s e  b u m s  w e r e  f r c m  h o t  c a r  p a r t s  a n d  r a d i a t o r  e x p l o s i o n s .  H o t  

l i q u i d  s c a l d s  c a u s e d  18%. 1 2 % o f  t h e s e  b u m s  o c c u r r e d  i n  h o u s e  fires.

9 % o f  t h e  b u m s  w e r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  m i s u s e  o f  s m o k i n g  m a t e r i a l s .

6 % o f  1985's b u m  i n j u r i e s  i n v o l v e d  51-64 y e a r  olds. H o t  l i q u i d  

s p i l l s  a n d  h o u s e  f i r e s  e a c h  c a u s e d  15% of  t h e s e  b u m s .  11% w e r e  d u e  t o  

t h e  m i s u s e  o f  s m o k i n g  m a t e r i a l s .
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Table 3 . TABLE OFCAUSES OFBURNS BY AGEGROUP

CAUSES 0-5 6-10 11-20
AGE

21-30 31-40 41-50 51-64 65* UIIK ROW TOTAL
Hot Liquid Scalds 64 13 12 16 7 10 7 13 2 166
House Fires 7 4 3 13 10 7 7 6 57
Radiator Explosion/ Hot Car Parts 1 0 16 20 11 9 5 1 1 63
Car Fires 0 SO 3 4 3 2 0 0 12
Gasoline 0 3 15 8 7 6 2 1 42
Cooking Accidents 5 0 13 16 3 7 4 7 55
Fireworks 1 2 15 1 4 I* 0 1 24
Smoking Materials 2 3 3 9 4 5 5 5 36
Chemicals 3 0 7 14 3 1 2 0 30
Steam 2 3 2 3 2 2 0 1 15
Electricity 0 0 4 10 5 2 3 1 25
Clothing On Fire 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 2 6
Brush/8on Fire 2 0 4 4 1 2 0 1 14
Gunpowder 0 0 5 2 0 1 0 0 8
Sunburn 0 0 2 2 2 0 0 0 6
Boat Fires 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 4
Appliances 4 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 8
Portable Heaters 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 4
Furnaces 0 0 1 0 1 3 1 0 6
Bomb; 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Self-Immolation 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 4
Plane Crashes 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Undetermined 1 1

Column Total 111 29 111 129 67 58 40 40 4 599
*Column 5 of Total 1̂ 45 185 215 115 95 65 65 1005

"Percentages are rounded off and may not appear to total 1005.
SOURCE: 1 9 8 5  r« p o rti to the M i i i ic h u ie t t l  Burn In jury Reporting Syetem  (M -B IR S ).
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Table 4 .

L E A D I N G  C A U S E S  O F  B U R N S  BJf A G E  G R O U P

A G E  0 - 5  T o t a l  =  1 1 1

H o t  L i q u i d  S c a l d s - 8 4  

H o u s e  F i r e s - 7

A G E  6 - 1 0  T o t a l  =  2 9

H o t  L i q u i d  S c a l d s - 1 3  

H o u s e  F i r e s - 4

A G E  1 1 - 2 0  T o t a l  =  1 1 1

H o t  C a r  P a r t s /

R a d i a t o r  E x p l o s i o n - 1 6  

G a s o l i n e - 1 5  

F i r e w o r k s - 1 5  

C o o k i n g - 1 3

A G E  2 1 - 3 0  T o t a l  = 1 2 9

H o t  C a r  P a r t s /

R a d i a t o r  E X p l o s i o n s - 2 0  

C h e m i c a l s - 1 4  

H o t  L i q u i d  S c a l d s - 1 8  

C o o k i n g - 1 6  

S m o k i n g  M a t e r i a l s - 9

A G E  3 1 - 4 0  T o t a l  =  6 7

H o t  C a r  P a r t s /

R a d i a t o r  E x p l o s i o n s - 1 1  

H o u s e  F i r e ? - 1 0  

H o t  L i c u i u  S c a l d s - 7  

G a s o l i n e - 7

A G E  4 1 - 5 0  T o t a l  =  5 8

H o t  C a r  P a r t s /

R a d i a t o r  E x p l o s i o n s - 1 9  

H o t  L i q u i d  S c a l d s - 1 0  

H o u s e  F i r e s - 7  

C o o k i n g - 7

S m o k i n g  M a t e r i a l s - 5

A G E  5 1 - 6 4  T o t a l  = 4 0

H o t  L i q u i d  S c a l d s - 7  

H o u s e  F i r e s - 7  

S m o k i n g  M a t e r i a l s - 5  

H o t  C a r  P a r t s /

R a d i a t o r  E x p l o s i o n s - 5

A G E  6 5  a n d  o v e r  T o t a l  =  4 0

H o t  L i q u i d  S c a l d s - 1 3  

C o o k i n g - 7  

H o u s e  F i r e s - 6  
S m o k i n g  M a t e r i a l s - 5
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T h e  elderly, p e o p l e  a g e d  65 a n d  over, a c c o u n t e d  for 6 % of t o t a l  b u m  

victims. H o t  l i q u i d  s c a l d s  c a u s e d  o n e - t h i r d  (33%) of  t h e s e  b u m s .

C o o k i n g  a c c i d e n t s  c a u s e d  17% of t h e  e l d e r l y ' s  b u m s .  15% o c c u r r e d  as  

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  h o u s e  fires; a n d  125 w e r e  d u e  t o  t h e  m i s u s e  o f  s m o k i n g  

m a t e r i a l s .

G r a p h  D. s h e w s  t h e  l e a d i n g  c a u s e s  o f  b u m s  f o r  e a c h  a g e  group. T a b l e  3. 

s h o w s  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  of  b u m s  b y  c a u s e  a n d  a g e  group. T a b l e  4. shows 

o n l y  t h e  l e a d i n g  c a u s e s  of  b u m s  b y  a g e  group.

G E O G R A P H I C A L  D E M O G R A P H I C S

B u m  v i c t i m s  d u r i n g  1985 c a m e  f r o m  180 d i f f e r e n t  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  c i t i e s  

a n d  t o w n s  a n d  f r c m  e v e r y  county. P e o p l e  c a m e  f r c m  a l l  t h e  l a r g e  p o p u­

la t i o n  c e n t e r s  a n d  f r c m  m a n y  r ural c c m m u n i t i e s . (S e e  T a b l e  5.) M a s s a­

c h u s e t t s  h o s p i t a l s  a l s o  t r e a t e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  t h e  b u m  i n j u r i e s  o f  30 

p e o p l e  w h o  liv e  o u t s i d e  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  G r a p h  E. d e p i c t s  t h e  n u m b e r  

of  b u m  v i c t i m s  b y  t h e i r  c o u n t y  o f  residence.

C O N C L U S I O N S

T h e  p r e c e d i n g  a n a l y s i s  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  b u m s  i n  1985 s h e w s  t h e  e x t e n t  

t o  w h i c h  fi r e  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  b u m  p r e v e n t i o n  overlap. It i s  o u r  h o p e  

t h a t  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  a g e ncies, p u b l i c  h e a l t h  officals, t h e  m e d i c a l  ccnrnunity, 

e d u c a t o r s ,■an d  ccrrmunity g r o u p s  c a n  t o g e t h e r  u s e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  f o r m  

a  "road m a p "  f o r  b u m  p r e v e n t i o n  strategies.

It i s  a b u n d a n t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  n e e d s  g r e a t e r  e d u c a t i o n  o n  

p r e v e n t i n g  s c a l d s  t o  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  heme; o n  h o w  t o  r e a c t  t o  

c o o k i n g  a c c i d e n t s  w h i c h  g e t  o u t  o f  control; t h e  d a n g e r s  i n h e r e n t  i n  c a r  

r a d i a t o r s  a n d  h o t  c a r  parts; t h e  d a n g e r s  i n  u s i n g  f i r e w o r k s  a n d  ga s o l i n e ;  

a n d  t h e  m e s s a g e  a b o u t  t h e  c a r e l e s s  u s e  a n d  d i s p o s a l  of s m o k i n g  m a t e r i a l s  

c a n n o t  b e  r e i t e r a t e d  enough.

Some o f  t h e s e  m e s s a g e s  s h o u l d  b e  ccrrmunicated a l l  y e a r  long, a n d  s a n e  

s ho u l d  b e  t a r g e t e d  t o  t h e  s e a s o n  w h e n  t h e y  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  occur.

- 1 0 -



T h e  a u d i e n c e  for b u m  p r e v e n t i o n  m e s s a g e s  is a l s o  q u i t e  clear. P a r e n t s  

s h o u l d  be  t h e  t a r g e t  f o r  m e s s a g e s  a b o u t  k e e p i n g  p o t  h a n d l e s  f r c m  h a n g i n g  

o v e r  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  stove; f o r  t e s t i n g  b a t h  w a t e r  a n d  f o r  n o t  l e t t i n g  

c h i l d r e n  b a t h e  u n a t t e n d e d ;  f o r  k e e p i n g  c u p s  of  c o f f e e  a n d  t e a  far f r c m  

t h e  r e a c h  of  c u r i o u s  hands. T e e n a g e r s  n e e d  e d u c a t i o n  o n  n o t  t o u c h i n g  c a r  

r a d i a t o r s  w h i l e  h o t  a n d  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e ;  a b o u t  p r o p e r  a u t o  m e c h a n i c s  a n d  

t h e  p r o p e r  u s e  o f  g a s oline; t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  firew o r k s ;  a n d  h o w  t o  r e a c t  t o  

c o o k i n g  accid e n t s .  A l l  a g e  g r o u p s  n e e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  i m p o r t a n c e  

o f  i n s t a l l i n q  and. m a i n t a i n i n g  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  a n d  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  h o n e  e x i t  

dr i l l s ,  s i n c e  h o u s e  f i r e s  a r e  a l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f  b u m s  a n d  d e a t h s  a c r o s s  

a l l  a g e  groups.

- 1 1 -
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Table 5 .
1985 BURN REPORTS BY

A B I N G T O N  -  1 
A C T O N  -  1 
A C U S H N E T  -  3 
A D A M S  -  2 
A M E S B U R Y  -  1 
A R L I N G T O N  -  4 
A T H O L  -  3 
A T T L E B O R O U G H  -  6 
A Y E R  -  1

B A R N S T A B L E  -  2  
B E L C H E R T O W N  -  1 
B E L M O N T  -  2  
B E R N A R D S T O N  -  1 
B E V E R L Y  -  5 
B I L L E R I C A  -  8 
B L A C K S T O N E  -  1 
B O S T O N  -  54 
B O U R N E  -  1 
B R A I N T R E E  -  6 
B R O C K T O N  -  1 9  
B R O O K F I E L D  -  1 
B R O O K L I N E  -  1 
B U R L I N G T O N  -  1

C A M B R I D G E  -  1 1  
C A R L I S L E -  -  1 
C H E L M S F O R D  -  3 
C H E L S E A  -  4 
C H I C O P E E  -  2  
C L I N T O N  -  1 
C O N WA Y  -  1

D A N V E R S  -  1 
D A R T M O U T H  -  7 
D E D H A M  -  1 
D I G H T O N  -  3 
D O U G L A S  -  1 
D R A C U T  -  3 
D U D L E Y  -  1

E A S T  B R I D G E W A T E R  -  2  
E A S T  L . O NG ME A D O W -  1 
E A S T H A M P T O N  -  5 
E V E R E T T  -  1

VICTIMS ADDRESS

F A I R H A V E N  -  1 
F A L L  R I V E R  -  8 
F I T C H B U R G  -  2  
F L O R I D A  -  1 
F R A M I N G H A M  -  6 
F R E E T O W N  -  4

G A R D N E R  -  1 
G L O U C E S T E R  -  6 
G R A F T O N  -  2  
G R A N B Y  -  3
G R E A T  B A R R I N G T O N  -  2 
G R E E N F I E L D  -  4 
G R O T O N  -  1

H A N S O N  -  2  
H A V E R H I L L  -  6 
H I N G H A M  -  1 
H I N S D A L E  -  2  
H O L D E N  -  4 
H O L L I S T O N  -  3 
H O L Y O K E  -  4 
H U D S O N  -  1

I P S W I C H  -  2

L A N E S B O R O  -  2  
L A W R E N C E  -  9 
L E N O X  -  1 
L E O M I N S T E R  -  5 
L E X I N G T O N  -  1 
L O W E L L  -  1 6  
L U N E N B U R G  -  2  
L Y N N  -  2 1

M A L D E N  -  7 
M A N S F I E L D  -  2 
M A R L B O R O U G H  -  2  
M A R S H F I E L D  -  1 
M A S H P E E  -  1 
M E D F I E L D  -  1 
M E F O R D  -  9 
M E L R O S E  -  1 
M E T H U E N  -  5  
M I L F O R D  -  1 
M O N T A G U E  -  1

( T u r n e r s  F a l l s - 1 )

N A T I C K  -  1 
N E E D H A M  -  2  
NEW B E D F O R D  -  9 
N E W T O N  -  5 
N O R T H  A D A M S  -  2  
N O R T H  A N D O V E R  -  3 
N O R T H  A T T L E B O R O  • 3 
N O R T H B O R O U G H  -  2  
N O R T H B R I D G E  -  3 
N O R T O N  - 1  
N O R W O O D  -  2

O R A N G E  -  1 
O T I S  -  1

P A L M E R  -  1 
P E A B O D Y  -  9 
P E P P E R E L L  -  1 
P I T T S F I E L D  -  1 0  
P L Y M O U T H  -  1

Q U I N C Y  -  . 1 0

R A N D O L P H  -  1 
R E H O B O T H  -  1 
R E V E R E  -  5 
R O C H E S T E R  - 1  
R O C K L A N D  -  1 
R O W L E Y  -  1

S A L E M  -  4 
S A L I S B U R Y  -  3 
S A U G U S  -  1 
S C I T U A T E  -  2  
S H E L B U R N E  F A L L S  -  1 
S H E R B O R N  -  1 
S H R E W S B U R Y  -  1 
S O M E R S E T  -  3 
S O M E R V I L L E  -  8 
S O U T H B R I D G E  -  1 
S P E N C E R  -  2  
S P R I N G F I E L D  -  8 
S T O C K B R I D G E  -  2 
S T O U G H T O N  -  2  
S W A N S E A  -  1
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T a b l e  5 .  ( c o n t ' d )
i

1 9 8 5  B U R N  R E P O R T S  B Y  V I C T I M S  A D D R E S S  ( C O N T ' D )

TAUNTON - 7 
TEMPLETON - 1 
TEWKSBURY - 3 
TOWNSEND - 2 
TYNGSBORO - 3
UXBRIDGE - 1
WAKEFIELD - 2 
WARE - 1 
WAYLAND - 4 
WEBSTER - 5 
WEST SPRINGFIELD - 1 
WEST STOCKBRIDGE - 1 
WEST TISBURY - 1 
WESTFIELD - 6 
WESTFORD - 1 
WESTON - 1 
WESTPORT - 2 
WEYMOUTH - 2 
WILBRAHAM - 1 
WILLIAMSTOWN - 3 
WILMINGTON - 1 
WINCHESTER - 4 
WOBURN - 5 
'WORCESTER -11
UNKNOWN - 30
OUT OF STATE - 30

B U R N  R E P O R T S  B Y  C O U N T Y  O F  V I C T I M S '  A D D R E S S

B A R N S T A B L E  -  4 
B E R K S H I R E  -  2 9  
B R I S T O L  -  6 1  
D U K E S  -  1 
E S S E X  -  7 7  
F R A N K L I N  -  1 1  
H A M P D E N  -  3 6  
H A M P S H I R E  -  1 0  
M I D D L E S E X  -  1 2 2  
N A N T U C K E T  -  0 
N O R F O L K  -  2 7  
P L Y M O U T H  -  2 9  
S U F F O L K  -  6 3  
W O R C E S T E R  -  5 2
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Table I.
Hospitals

Acidison Gilbert-6

Amesbury-0

Anna Jacques-3

Athol Memorial-5

Atlanticare-1

Brigham and Women's-26

Baystate Medical-9

Boston City Hospital-5

Berkshire Medical Center-21

Beverly-7

Beth Isreal-1

Bon Secours-14

Boston V.A.-l

Brockton-5

Burbank-3

Cardinal Cushing-12 

Carney-1 

Central-1

Charlton Memorial-13

Chelsea Memorial-1

Children's-8

Choate Memorial-2

Cooley Dickinson-3

Fairhaven-1

Fairlawn-1

Fairview-3

Falmouth-1

Farren Memorial-3

Faulkner-0

Framingham Union-10

Franklin Medical Center-5

Goddard Memorial-5

Henry Heywood-3

Haverhill Municipal-9

Harrington Memorial-5

Hillcrest-1

Holden District-4

Holyoke-10

HS-Medford-1

Hubbard Regional-8

Hunt Memorial-1

Ipswhich-I

J.B. Thomas-2

Jordan-0

Lahey-4

Lawrence General-2

Lawrence Memorial-5

Leominster-6

Lowell General-11

Ludlow Hospital Society-0

Lynn-25

Malden-6

Marlborough-5

Mary Lane-4

M.A. Eye and Ear-1

Melrose/Wakefield-2

Mercy-10

M.A. General-92

Milton-Whitinsville-3

Milton-3

Morill Place-1

Morton-12

Mt. Auburn-5

North Adams Regicnal-6
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Table I (cont'd)

Nantucket-1

Nashoba Community-6

New! Enqland Medical Center-3

New England Memorial-4

Noble-8

Norwood-3

Parkwood-10

Providence-2

Quincy City-13

Salem-6

Sancta Maria-2

Shriner’s Institute-5

South Snore-13

Springfield-1

St. Anne-3

St. Elizabeth-1

St.: John's-12

St. Joseph-2

St. Luke-Middleborough-1 

St. Luke-NewEedford-11

Sturdy Memorial-9 

Tobey-1

UMass-Worcester-13

Union-Lynn-1

UNK-2

Vineyard-1 

Whidden Memorial-1 

Whittinsville-4 

Winchester-6 

Wing Memorial-6 

Worcester City-8 

VHS-1
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Victim’s Name & Address:

A g e  of Victim:_ Date of Injury: Degree of Burn:

Local Police Chief
Notified:_______________Area(s) Burned:

Cause of Burn:

Address Where Burn Occurred:

Name & Address of Hospital:

Street & Number City/Town Zip Code

Attending Physician;__________________________________Forward this information to:
Commissioner of Public Safety, State Fire Marshal's Office, 1010 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts 02215

(PRINT or TYPE)

* P t
*Q6u.

*******

•S'Sc * 5 $

s
*  1DPS/DPH  BURN INJURY REG ISTRY 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 8 2 - 9 2 2 9  # 5 ^



State o f n e w  Yo r k 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ALBANY.N.Y. 12231

C *-. 5  S 1 1 )Si ,JI ’ AW# f j l STAlf
September 5, J985

Physicians, Hospital Administrators , Emergency Room Heads,
Medical Facility D irectors
Gail S. Sha f fe r ,  Sec re ta ry  O f State 
Francis A. McGarry ,  State F ire Administrator
Compliance by physicians and medical facil ities with §265 .26 o f  
the New York State Penal Law rega rd ing  the report ing o f  burn 
in jur ies .

Chapter 201 o f  the Laws o f  1985 establishes a requirement fo r  'he 
report ing o f  certain burn in ju r ies to the New Y o rk  State Office o f  F i re  P reven ­
tion onJ Cont ro l .

This legislation, e f fect ive November 1, 198‘J, adds a new section 
265.26 o f  the Penal Law as fol lows:

§265.26 B u r n  i n j u r y  and  wounds to be  re p o r te d .

E v e ry  case o f  a b u r n  i n j u r y  o r  w o u n d , where  the v ict im s u s ta in e d  
second o r  t h i r d  degree b u r n s  to f i v e  p e rc e n t  o r  more o f  the  b od y  
a n d / o r  a n y  b u rn s  to the u p p e r  r e s p i r a t o r y  t ra c t  o r  la r y n g e a l  edema 
due to the inha la t ion o f  s u p e r - h e a te d  a i r , and  e v e r y  case o f  a b u r n  
i n j u r y  o r  wound which is l i k e l y  to o r  may r e s u l t  in dea th ,  s h a l l  be  
r e p o r t e d  a t  once to the O f f ice  o f  F i re  P re v e n t io n  and  C o n t r o l .  The  
State F i re  A d m in is t ra to r  s ha l l  accept  the r e p o r t  and  n o t i f y  the p r o p e r  
i n v e s t i g a t o r y  agency.  A w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  sha l l  also be p r o v id e d  to the  
Off ice  o f  F i re  P reven t ion  and  C o n t ro l  w i t h in  72 h o u rs .  The r e p o r t  
shal l  be made b y  (a) the p h y s ic ia n  a t t e n d in g  o r  t r e a t in g  the cose, o r  
f b )  the manager ,  s u p e r i n te n d e n t  o r  o t h e r  person  in cha rge  w h e n e v e r  
such case is t rea ted  in a h o s p i ta l  san i ta r ium  o r  o th e r  medical  f a c i l i t y .

=> The in te n t i o n a l  fa i lu re  to make such r e p o r t  is a class A misdemeanor .

This statute was enacted in an e f fo r t  to combat arson th rough  the 
rapid identif ication and apprehension o f suspected arsonists  who may su f fe r  
burr, in ju r ies dur ing the commission o f  the ir  crimes. The statute will also p ro ­
vide o bu rn  in ju ry  data base from which ef fective burn  prevention and fire
sa fety education programs may be developed.

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:
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The stutute is explicit in requiring immediate reports of burn
in ju r ie s  and written reports within 72 hou rs .  To faci l itate the repo r t ing  of 
b u rn  in ju r ies ,  the Office o f Fire P revent ion and Cont ro l  has a t o l l - f r e e  te le ­
phone , 1 “ 800-345-5811, answered 24 hou rs  a day and is p rov id ing  postage-paid 
b u rn  in ju ry  report  forms. Enclosed are repo r t  f o rm (s )  and in formationa l ma­
te r ia ls  on bu rn  in ju ry  report ing.

The procedures for repo r t ing  bu rn  in ju r ies  are as follows:
1. Immedia te ly  cal l  the New Y o rk  Sta te  O f f ice  o f  F i r e  P reven t ion  a n d  

C o n t ro l ' s 24-hour hot l ine a t :

2. Tel l  the ope ra to r  you are  r e p o r t i n g  o b u r n  i n j u r y  a nd  give the  
o p e ra to r  the fo l lowing i n f o r m a t i o n .

A .  Vic t im's name, address a n d  date  o f  b i r t h
B. Add ress  where bu rn  i n j u r y  o c c u r r e d
C. Date and  time o f  b u r n  i n j u r y
0.' Degree o f  bu rn s  and p e r c e n t  o f  b od y  b u r n e d
E. A r e a f s )  o f  body  in ju re d
F. I n j u r y  s e v e r i t y
C. A p p a r e n t  cause o f  b u r n  i n j u r y
H. Name and  address o f  r e p o r t i n g  f a c i l i t y
1. A t t e n d in g  phys ic ian

3, Complete ' the Burr .  I n j u r y  R e p o r t  Form w i th in 72 h o u rs  and subm i t  
i t  to : . :

o r  y o u r  s t a f f  will ensure compliance with the law and aid in documenting burn  
in ju r ie s  and the reduction o f  arson incidence in the State o f  New York .

New York State Department o f  State 
Office of  Fire Prevent ion and Contro l  

162 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 12231 

(518) 424-6746

1-800-345-5811

B u rn  I n j u r y  R e p o r t i n g  System  
New York Sta te  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  S ta te  

'Of f ice o f  F i re  P r e v e n t i o n  a nd  C o n t r o l  
162 Wash ing ton A ve n u e  

' ’• •A lb a n y , NY 12231
• • • i i  • «i .‘ ‘"Part ic ipat ion in the burn  in ju r y  repo r t ing  system by y ou r s e l f  and/

• Thank you for your cooperat ion in this matter .  For additiona l 
r e p o r t  fo rms, information or questions, please contact :

FAM: ed
F.nclosurcs




