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SB 226: An Act relating to the practice of optometry.

SB 226 grants a u t h o r i t y  to t h e  Board of E x a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y  to 

a u t h o r i z e  licensed o p t o m e t r i s t s  to a d m i n i s t e r  c e r t a i n drugs, defi n e d  

in s.ection 3 o f  t h e  bill. Basically, the bill crea te s  a n e w  c a t e g o r y  

of r e g u l a t i o n  - o p t o m e t r i s t s  q u a l i f i e d  to a d m i n i s t e r  drugs. The 

d e p a r t m e n t  can s u p p o r t  the p r o v i s i o n  of g r a n t i n g  special a u t h o r i z a t i o n  

to q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i du a l s  r a t h e r  tha .;  pr o v i d i n g  an overall a u t h o r i­

zat i o n  f o r  all lice n s e e s  as p r o po s e d  in pr e v i o u s  legislation.

I n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  b y  th e d e p a r t m e n t  i n dicates t hat a national 

p h a r m a c o l o g y  e x a m i n a t i o n  is a v a i l a b l e  fo r  use t h r o u g h  c o n t ra c t  with 

the national o p t o m e t r y  t e s t i n g  services. In addition, t h e  national 

e x a m s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  to o p t o m e t r y  g raduates in 1975 and s ubsequent y e a r s  

c o n t a i n e d  a sect i o n  r e l a t i n g  to p h a r m a c o k g y .  T h erefore, some of the 

72 l i c ensed o p t o m e t r i s t s  in A l a s k a  m a y  a l r e a d y  be q u a l i f i e d  to 

a d m i n i s t e r  c e r t a i n drugs.

T h e r e  are 35 states w h i ch  p r e s e n t l y  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to a d m i n is t e r  

d i a g n o s t i c  drugs, and 13 st a t e s w h i c h  a liow o p t o m e t r i s t s  to use both 

d i a g n o s t i c  and t h e r a p e u t i c  drugs. A l a s k a  is on e  :>f two  rem a i n i ng  

s t a t e s ' w h i c h  do not a llow o p t o m e t r i s t s  to a d m i n i s t e r  drugs.

Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  does not h a v e  th e  e x p e r t i s e  to p r o v i d e  input on the 

t y p e  of drugs o p t o m e t r i s t s  s h o u l d  be pe r m i t t e d  to administer. T h e r e­

fore, the d e p a r t m e n t  will d e f e r  c o m me n t  on section 3 of th e  bill to 

o t h e r  heal t h  p r of e s s i o n s  (i.e., m e d ical, pharmacy, etc.) or to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and Social Services.

In summary, the d e p a r t m e n t  d o e s  not o p p o s e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a 

s e p a r a t e  c a t e g o r y  f o r  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to a d m i n i s t e r  drugs. However, the 

d e p a r t m e n t  will re m a i n  neutral s ince it d oes not h a v e  the e x p e r t i s e  to 

c o m m e n t  on the t ype of d rugs o p t o m e t r i s t ^  should be allo we d  to ■ 

administer.

U ^ v n V h o n y ' S m i t h ,  con 

D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e 

De v e l o p m e n t

{isioner 

and E co n o m i c

Date:
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Com m erce &

E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  
D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g

AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 1 6 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  0 8 . 7 2 . 1 6 0  EXAMINATION. ( a )  T h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  v / r i t t e n ,  p r a c t i c a l ,  

a n d  o r a l  i n  n a t u r e .  T h e  [THE NATIONAL BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN OPTOMETRY EXAMINATION, 

PARTS 1 AND 2 SHALL COMPRISE THE] w r i t t e n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  e x a m i n a t i o n  s h a l 1 

b e  c o m p r i s e d  o f  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  a s  d e s i g n a t e d  

by  t h e  b o a r d  i n  r e g u l a t i o n s . T h e  o r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  r e c o r d e d
I

a n d  r e t a i n e d  f o r  tw o  y e a r s .

[ ( b )  AN APPLICANT WHO FAILS THE PRACTICAL OR THE ORAL PORTION OF THE EXAMINATION 

MAY TAKE A RE-EXAMINATION IN THAT PORTION WITHOUT PAYING AN ADDITIONAL EXAMINATION 

F E E .]

( c )  An a p p l i c a n t  who f a i l s  o n e  [THE WRITTEN] p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  may t a k e  

a  r e e x a m i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o r t i o n  f a i l e d  [THE WRITTEN PORTION] u p o n  p a y m e n t  o f  a  r e ­

e x a m i n a t i o n  [AN ADDITIONAL EXAMINATION] f e e  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 6 5 .

( d )  An a p p l i c a n t  who f a i l s  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  m u s t  r e t a k e  

t h e  e n t i r e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  p a y  t h e  [FULL] e x a m i n a t i o n  f e e .
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HB 291: An Act relating to the practice of optometry.

HB 291 grants a u thority to the Board of Ex a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y  to authorize 

licensed opto m e tr i s t s  to administer certain drugs, d e f i n e d‘in section 3 of 

the bill. Basically, the bill creates a new c a t e g o r y  of r e g u l a ti o n  - 

o p t o metrists qualified to administer drugs. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  can support 

the provision of grant i n g  special a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to q u a l i f i e d  individuals 

rather than p r o viding an o v e r a l 1■aut h o riza t i o n  for all licensees as p r o­

posed in previous legislation.

Information obtained by the depar t m e n t  indicattj that a national p h a r m a­

cology examination is available for use thro u g h  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the national 

op t o m e t r y  testing services. In addition, the national exams administered 

to opto m e t r y  graduates in 1975 and s u b s e q u en t  y e a rs  co n ta i n e d  a section 
relating to pharmacology. Therefore, some of the 72 licensed opto m e tr i s t s  

in A l a s k a  ma y  already be qualified to a d m i n i s t e r  c e r t a i n  drugs.

The national examining board has offered to a d m i n i s t e r  a p h ar m a c o l o g y  

e x a m ination in A l a s k a  in conjun ct i o n  with the National o p t o m e t r y  e x a m i­

nations. However, at present, the board requi r es  the national exam as a 

prer e q u is i t e  to licensure but does not offer the ex a m  becau s e  the existing 

statute limits the national exam onl y  to P arts I and II and the e xam has 

changed, now consist.'ng of three parts.

Therefore, to provide the a v a i l a bi l i t y  of both the national and p h a r m a­

cology exams in Alaska, the d e partment offers the attached amendment 

regarding e x a m i nations on behalf of the A l a s k a  Board of Exa m i n e r s  in 

Optometry, which will benefit o p t o m e t r y  appl i c a n t s  w h i l e  still m a i n t a i n i n g  

the intent of the bill.

T h e r e  are 35 states which p r e s e n t ly  allov.» o p t o m e t r i s t s  to a dminister 

diagn o st i c  drugs, ano 13 states which allow o p t o m e t r i s t s  to use both 

diagn o st i c  and the r a p e u t i c drugs. A l a s k a  is one of two rem a i n i n g  states 

which do not allow o p t o m et r i s t s  to ad m i n i s t e r  drugs.

Th e  depar t me n t  does not have the e x p e r t i se  to p r o v i d e  input on the type of 

drugs o p t o metrists should be p e r mitted tj administer. Ther e f o r e,  the 

depar t me n t  will d efer comment on section 3 of the bill to other health 

professions (i.e., medical, pharmacy, etc.) or to the D e p ar t m e n t  of Health 

and Soc-’al Services.

In summary, the. depart m e n t  does not opp os e  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a separate 

ca t e g o r y  for o p t o m etrists to a d minister d rugs and r e q uests that the e x a m i­

nation amendment be added to the bill. However, since it does not have 

the expertise to comment on the type of d rugs o p t o m e t r i s t s  should be 

allowed to administer, the de partment will remain neutral.

Smith, C o m m i s s i o n e r  

D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and Econo m ic  

D e v e l o pm e n t

Date:
7 1 1 1 t - 1
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State of Al a s k a

D e p a r tm e n t  of Co m merce & Economic 

Develo pm e n t  

Division of Occupational Licensing

AM E N D M E N T  TO HB 291:

AS 0 8 . 7 2 .1 6 0  is amended to read:.

Sec. 0 8 . 7 2 . 1 6 0  EXAMINATION, (a) Tlie e xa m i n a t i o n  shall be written, 

practical, and oral in nature. T h e  [THE N A T I O N AL  BOARD OF E X A M I N E R S  IN 

OP TOMETRY EXAMINATION, PARTS 1 A M T 2  SHALL COMPR I S E  THE] w r it t e n  portion 

of the A l a s k a  examin a t io n  shall be com p r i s e d of all or part of a national 

or international examina t i o n  as desig n a t e d  by the board in r e g u l a t i o n s .

The oral portion of the examin a t i o n  shall be r e c orded and retained for two 

years.

[(b) AN A P P L I C A N T  WHO F AILS THE P RACTICAL OR THE ORAL PORTION OF THE 

E X A M I N AT I O N  MAY TAKE A R E - E X A M I N A TI O N  IN T H A T  PORTION W I T H O U T PAYING AN 

A D D I T I O N A L  E X A M I N A T I O N  FEE.]

(c) An applicant who fails one [THE W R I T T EN ]  port i o n  of the e xa m i n a t i o n 

m a y  take a r e e x a m i n a t i o n in the portion failed [THE WRIT T E N  PORTION] upon 

payment of a r e - e x a m i n a t i o n  [AN A D D I T I O N A L  E XA M I N A T I O N ]  fee e s t a b li s h e d  
under AS 0 8 . U I .U b b .

(d) An applicant who fails m o r e  than one portion of the e x a m i n at i o n  must 

retake the entire e x a m i na t i o n  and pay the [FULL] e x a m in a t i o n  fee.

1



Honorable Richard Eliason 
Chairman, Senate Rales Caimittee 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Eliason:

We the undersigned, representing our respective organizations, support 
the Senate Rules Caimittee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 226. This 
amendment and title change are technical in nature and do not adversely 
impact the intent of the legislation.

We respectfully request your favorable consideration of this lecxslation.

Sincerely

Ashley Reed, Lobbyist 
Alaska Opticians Association

Harvey Sullivan, Lobbyist 
Alaska Optanetry Association

Rick Urion, Lobbyist 
Alaska Medical Association 
( representing Opthamologists )



IN THE SENATE BY THE RULES COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 226 (Rules)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
I

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the regulation of optometry."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.72.160(a) is amended to read:

(a) The examination shall be written, practical, and oral in 

nature. The [NATIONAL BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN OPTOMETRY EXAMINATION,

PARTS 1 AND 2, SHALL COMPRISE THE] written portion of the Alaska 

examination shall consist of all or part of a national or internation­

al exam i n a t i o n : designated by regulation by the b o a r d . The oral p o r­

tion of the examination shall be recorded and retained for two years.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.72.160(c) is amended to read:

(c) An applicant who fails a [THE WRITTEN] portion of the exam­

ination may take a reexamination in the portion failed [WRITTEN P O R­

TION] upon payment of a reexamination ' [AN ADDITIONAL EXAMINATION] fee
t

established under AS 08.01.065.

* Sec. 3. AS 08.72.160(d) is amended to'read:

(d) A n  applicant who fails more than one portion of the examina-
4 •* i

tion must retake the entire examination’and pay the [FULL] examination 

fee.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.72 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.72.175. LICENSE ENDORSEMENT. The board may issue a 

license endorsement authorizing a licensee who completes an examina­

tion and other requirements established by the board by regulation, to 

administer drugs, except as prohibited under AS 08.72.272. The en­

dorsement expires at the same time as the license to which it

-1- CSSB 2 2 6 (R l s)



attaches. The endorsement may be renewed upon satisfactory completion 

of continuing education requirements established by the board by 

regulation.

* Sec. 5. AS 08.72.240 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.72.240. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF ^ S C I P L I N A R Y  SANC­

TIONS. The board may impose disciplinary sanctions when the board 

finds after a hearing that a licensee

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional 

misrepresentation;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresenta­

tion in the course of providing professional services or engaging in 

professional activities;

(3) advertised professional services in a false or mislead­

ing manner;

(4) has been _jnvicted of a felony or other crime which 

affects the licensee's ability to continue to practice competently and 

safely;

(5) intentionally or • negligently engaged in or permitted 

'the performance of patient care by persons under the licensee'j super­

vision which does not conform to minimum professional standards re­

gardless of whether actual injury to the patient occurred;

(6 j failed to comply with this chapter, with a regulation

adopted under this chapter, or with an order of the board;

(7) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to

(A) professional incompetence;

(B) failure to keep informed of or use current profes­

sional theories or practices;

(C) addiction or severe dependency on alcohol or other 

drugs which impairs the licensee's ability to practice safely;

CSSB 2 2 6 (Rls) -2-



(D) physical or mental disability;

(8) engaged in lewd or immoral conduct in connection with 

the delivery of professional service to patients;

/ (S) failed to refer a patient to a physician [THE APPROPRI-
l "

ATE HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER] after ascertaining the [POSSIBLE] pres' 

ence of ocular or systemic conditions requiring management by a physi­

cian [DISEASE].

* Sec. 6. AS 08.72 is amended by adding new sections to article 3 to 

read:

Sec. 08.72.272. USE OF DRUGS. A licensee may not use a drug in 

the practice of optometry unless

(1) the drug is

(A) a nonprescription drug;

(B) a drug, used for examination purposes only, within 

the categories of

(i) topically applied ocular anesthetics, but not 

including cocaine;

(ii) cycloplegics or mydriatics, but not including
I

atropine, homatropine, scopolamine, epinephrine, and 10 

percent phenylephrine; or
i

(C) a drug, within the category of miotics used, after 

consultation with an ophthalmologist, for the treatment of an 

inadvertently induced angle closure; and

(2) the person holds a license endorsement issued by the 

board authorizing the use of drugs.

Sec. 08.72.274. EXEMPTION. This chapter and regulations adopted 

under this chapter do not limit the practice of an optician licensed 

under AS 08.71.

* Sec. 7. AS 08.72.300 is repealed and reenacted to read:

-3- CSSB 2 2 6 ( Rl s) -



Sec. 08.72.300. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) "board" means the Board of Examiners in Optometry;

(2) "department" means the Department of Commerce and 

Economic Development;

(3) "optometry" means the examination, diagnosis, and 

treatment of conditions of the human eyes and vicual system, other 

than by use of laser, x-rays, surgery, or drugs prohibited under 

AS 08.72.272; "optometry" includes the employment of methods that a 

person licensed under this chapter is educationally qualified to use, 

as established by the board;

(4) "practicing optometry" means the performance of, or 

offer to perform, optometry for compensation;

(5) "recognized school or college of optometry" means a
«

school or college approved by the American Optometric Association or a 

committee of the American Optometric Association.

* Sec. 8. AS 08.72.160(b) is repealed.
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B .  L E T T E R  OF ENDORSEMENT FROM THE 

ALASKA O PT O M E T R IC  A S S O C IA T IO N  AND 

THE ALASKA A S S O C I A T I O N  OF OPHTHALMOLOGY



We, the u n d e r s i g n e d  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the 

L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  of the A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n  and the L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  of 

the A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  a s s i g n  the . 

s u p p o r t  of our r e s p e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to the a t t a c h e d  

n e g o t i a t e d  bi l l  t h a t  a m e n d s  the c u r r e n t  A l a s k a  o p t o m e t r y  

statute. By o u r  s i g n a t u r e s  b e l o w  and on the a t t a c h e d  

bi l l  we a t t e s t  th a t  support. We will, if c a l l e d  upon, 

t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  in fav\ , of 

the b i l l  as w r i t t e n .  Th i s  a g r e e m e n t  e x p i r e s  at the end 

of the 1987' s e s s i o n  of the 15th A l a s k a  Legi s l a t u r e .
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D e c e m b e r  1, 1986

Dear State L egislator,

The p r o f e s s i o n  of optom e t r y  is u n d e r g o i n g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
e x p a n s i o n  in the scope of se r v i c e s  that it can offer to 
patients. On the national level f o r t y - e i g h t  states now have 
laws that a llow o p t o m e t r i s t s  to u t i l i z e  d i a g n o s t i c  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  ag e n t s  to ev a l u a t e  the eye, and twelve of 
these states a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to treat eye c o n d i t i o n s  with 
t h e r a p e u t i c  drugs.

Alaska is one of the two r e m a i n i n g  st a t e s  w i t h o u t  a law 
that allows o p t o m e t r i s t s  to utilize p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e nts.
Yet Alaskan o p t o m e t r i s t s  are among the best trained in the 
nation. The m a j o r i t y  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  in Al a s k a  have 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  a c o m p e t a n c y  based 104 hour u n i v e r s i t y  
cou r s e  on m a n a g e m e n t  of eye disease.

The people of Alaska would greatly b e n efit from e x p a n s i o n  
of the scope of optometry. Please take a few m i n u t e s  to 
study the next few pages. The e x p a n s i o n  of o p t o m e t r i c  
s e r v i c e s  w ould a l l o w  Al a s k a n s  to enjoy b e t t e r  eye care at a 
lower cost.

I. Need

A. OD's are the best d i s t r i b u t e d  t r a i n e d  eye care 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  in rural Alaska. A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  has S i o p t o m e t r i s t s  d i s t r i b u t e d  in 13 towns and c i t i e s  
a cross the state. Several o p t o m e t r i s t s  p r o vide 
s e r v i c e s  to remote v i l l a g e s  and towns such that 
optometc.ic care is a c c e s s i b l e  and a v a i l a b l e  to all 
Alaskans. Several o p t o m e t r i s t s  in Al a s k a  are 
e m ployed by the Federal g o v e r n m e n t  and serve large 
s e g m e n t s  of the armed forces and na t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s .

B. Better q u a l i t y  care: O D ’s are b etter trained than
any of the primary health p r a c t i t i o n e r s  who mu s t  p r o­
vide t h e r a p e u t i c  eye care due to limited a c c e s s  to 
o p h t h a l m o l o g i c a l  care.

C. I n c r e a s e d  access and a v a i l a b i l i t y  to care is al s o  a 
benefit in that the ability to get care q u i c k l y  r e­
duces d i s c o m f o r t  and suffering, r e d u c e s  extra travel 
time and cost, and reduces d e l ayed care due to 
r e f e r r a l s  to remote s p e c i a l i s t s .

D. C o n t r o l l i n g  costs: t h e r a p e u t i c  primary eye care by
o p t o m e t r i s t s  reduces u n n e c e s s a r y  r e ferral and 
m a x i m i z e s  primary level p r a c t i t i o n e r ' s  t r a i n i n g  and 
skills. O p t o m e t r i s t s  e n t e r i n g  into this area w o u l d  
produce c o m p e t i t i o n  in the eye care market - a 
natural way of c o n t r o l l i n g  cost e s c a l a t i o n  s u f f e r e d



by all of he a l t h  care. N o n - s u r g i c a l  health 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  are t r a d i t i o n a l l y  less c o s t l y  to the 
public due to l o wer training c o sts and t h e r e f o r e  
lower charges.

II. E d u c ation

A. O p t o m e t r i s t s  in A l a s k a  are the only primary l e v e 1 
p r a c t i t i o n e r  with e d u c a t i o n  equal and e x c e e d i n g  peers 
but is s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  by m e d i c a l  ( o p h t h a l m o l o g y )  
l i c ense m o n o p o l y .  For years o p t o m e t r i s t s  have been 
s t a t u t o r i l y  r e q u i r e d  to dia g n o s e  p r o p e r l y  and have 
done an e f f e c t i v e  job. D i a g n o s i s  is the most 
i m p o r t a n t  job and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in t h e r a p e u t i c  eye 
care and now w i t h  our training in p h a r m a c o l o g y  and 
disease m a n a g e m e n t ,  OD's are ready to serve their 
pa t i e n t s  p r i m a r y  ca r e  needs totally!

B. The mo d e r n  o p t o m e t r i s t  has attended an a c c r e d i t e d  
school or c o l l e g e  of optometry for four years w i t h  
80% of all o p t o m e t r y  students ha v i n g  four y ears of 
p r e - o p t o m e t r i c  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  and a b a c h e l o r ' s  
degree. The i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  that the o p t o m e t r i c  
s t u dent r e c e i v e s  i n c l u d e s  156 h o urs of p h a r m a c o l o g y ,  
which is e qual to or greater than all other h e a l t h  
care p r o f e s s i o n s  u s i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s .  
S y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e  and eye disease e d u c a t i o n  are 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  and c o v e r  com p l e t e  d i a g n o s i s  of all eye 
d i s ease ( p r i m a r y  and c o m p l i c a t e d . )  T h e  c o u r s e s  are 
more c o n c e n t r a t e d  on ocular p h a r m a c o l o g y  than any 
other h e a l t h  care p r o f e s s i o n  i n c l u d i n g  m e d i c i n e .  The 
c o u r s e s ^ d o  not t rain OD's to treat s y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e  
but r a t h e r  to r e c o g n i z e  it and u n d e r s t a n d  the ocular 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  E m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  care is t a u g h t  
r e l a t i n g  to o c u l a r  d r ugs in first aid, a n t i d o t e s ,  
shock, s e izure, and CPR.

Eye d i s e a s e  e d u c a t i o n  taught at s c h o o l s  and 
c o l l e g e s  of o p t o m e t r y  is the most i n t e n s e  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o u r s e  of any h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
school t e a c h i n g  the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t ween d i s e a s e s  
( d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i a g n o s i s ) ,  proper o c u l a r  d i s e a s e  
m a n a g e m e n t  i n c l u d i n g  d i s ease resis t a n c e ,  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,  p r o b a b l e  t h e r a p e u t i c  respo n s e ,  
ref e r r a l  and need for timely course of t r e a t m e n t .  
Th ese s u b j e c t s  are tau g h t  by highly q u a l i f i e d  e x p e r t s  
i n c l u d i n g  optome t r i s t s ,  board c e r t i f i e d  o p h t h a l m o l­
ogists and s u b s p e c i a l i s t  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s .

C. C o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n :  Alaskan o p t o m e t r i s t s  are
raquired to a t t e n d  a m i n i m u m  of h o u r s  of c e r t i f i e d  
c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  every A years. T h i s  e d u c a t i o n  
is o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d s  p r i mary care with d i a g n o s i s ,  
therapy, and m a n a g e m e n t  of eye d i s e a s e  a m a jor



c o m p o n e n t .  It has been com p e t a n c y  based and has 
i n c l u d e d  a 104 hour u n i v e r s i t y  course on m a n a g e m e n t  
of eye d i s e a s e  that a m a j o r i t y  of A l a s k a n  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  attended.

D. T o d a y ' s  o p t o m e t r i c  p h a r m a c o l g y  e d u c a t i o n  is equal t*.:< 
or in e x c e s s  of that o f f ered to m e dical, dental, 
o s t e o p a t h i c ,  or p o d i a t r i c  students and each of those 
p r o f e s s i o n s  use p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  w i t h o u t  s t a t u t o r y  
l i m i t a t i o n s .  Remem b e r ,  o p t o m e t r y ' s  p h a r m a c o l o g y  
e d u c a t i o n  is equal or s u p e r i o r  to all o t h e r s  in 
o c u l a r  and s y s t e m i c  eye related p h a r m a c o l o g y .

E. O p t o m e t r i c  e d u c a t i o n  and corapetancies are 
d r a m a t i c a l l y  s u p e r i o r  _o many general p h y s i c i a n s  in 
t h e r a p e u t i c  eye care, yet general M D 's treat a lot of 
eye d i s e a s e  in Al a s k a  due to access p r o b l e m s  with 
o p h t h a l m o l o g y .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  offer a s o und 
f u n d a m e n t a l  k n o w l e d g e  base, e x c e l l e n c e  in tra i n i n g  
and a d v a n c e d  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  not f o und in a n o n­
sp e c i a l i z e d  m e d i c a l  practice.

Ill .Safety

A. O p t o m e t r i s t s  in the 47 of the "lower 48" have used 
d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  agents for 15 years 
w i t h o u t  s e r i o u s  i n c i d e n c e  of toxic r e a c t i o n s ,  
i m p r o p e r  use or misuse. Most puDlic h e a l t h  
a u t h o r i t i e s  a g ree on s u b s t a n t i c a l  b e n e f i t s  from 
o p t o m e t r i c  use of p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .

B. O p t o m e t r i s t s  in twelve states now use t h e r a p e u t i c  
a g e n t s  w i t h o u t  s e r ious incid e n c e  of probl e m s .

C. As w i t h * a l l  o p t o m e t r i c  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
all t h e r a p e u t i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  passed to date (and 
p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n )  r e q u i r e s  stiff e d u c a t i o n  and 
t r a i n i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  before c e r t i f i c a t i o n  to begin 
use of t h e r a p e u t i c  agents. The m a n d a t o r y  e d u c a t i o n  
is e x t e n s i v e ,  c o m p e t e n c y  based and c l i n i c a l l y  
o r i e n t e d .

D. P r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m  protects p a t i e n t s  and 
d o ctors: no r e a s o n a b l e  doctor would be such a 
m a v e r i c k  as to tackle s o m e t h i n g  beyond h i s / h e r  
c o m p e t a n c y  for the glory or the fee in today's 
c l i m a t e  of m a l p r a c t i c e  o riented patients, a t t o r n e y ' s  
and risks. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  o p t o m e t r y ' s  t rack record of 
safety in d i a g n o s i s  and t h e r a p e u t i c  managraent is as 
much a p r o d u c t  of c o n s e r v a t i s m  as it is a p r o d u c t  of 
c o m p e t a n c y  .

E. Finally, t h e r e  is no m y s t i q u e  about t h e r a p e u t i c  care. 
It's p r o v i d e d  daily by people with l i t t l e  £ £  no 
t r a i n i n g  in eye care inclu d i n g  teachers, nurses,



physicians a s s i s t a n t s ,  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  (in some 
cases, n o n - m e d i c a l )  and pat i e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s  in s e lf- 
care .

Alaskan O p t o m e t r y  m e r e l y  w a n t s  to update the d e f i n i t i o n  
of optometry to r e f l e c t  p r e s e n t  day training in the area of 
t herapeutic care of eye d i s e a s e  r e l a t i n g  to eye c a r e  
p ract i c e d  at the primary l e vel - the level of first c o n t a c t  
ser v i c e s  or the g a t e k e e p e r  for the patient into the h e a l t h  
care system.
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WHY ALASKA SHOULD S U P P O R T  L E G I S L A T I O N  A L L O W I N G  O P T O M E T R I S T S
TO FULLY U T I L I Z E  T H EIR T R A I N I N G  I N C L U D I N G  U S I N G  

P H A R M A C E U T I C A L  A G E N T S

O p t o m e t r y  is an i n d e p e n d e n t  h e a l t h  care p r o f e s s i o n  that 
s p e c i a l i z e s  in c o m p r e h e n s i v e  vision care.

A. E d u cation: The m o d e r n  o p t o m e t r i s t  has a t t e n d e d  an 
a c c r e d i t e d  school or c o l l e g e  of o p t o m e t r y  for four 
ye irs with 80% of all o p t o m e t r y  s t u d e n t s  h a v i n g  four 
ye irs of p r e - o p t o m e t r i c  c o l l e g e  e d u c a t i o n  and a 
b a c h e l o r ' s  degree. T h e  i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  that 
the o p t o m e t r i c  student r e c e i v e s  i n c l u d e s  156 h o u r s  
of pharma c o l o g y ,  w h ich is e q u a l  to or g r e a t e r  than 
all other h e a l t h  care p r o f e s s i o n s  u s i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s .  S y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e  and eye d i s e a s e  
e d u c a t i o n  are c o m p r e h e n s i v e  and c o ver c o m p l e t e  
d i a g n o s i s  of all eye d i s e a s e  ( p rimary and c o m p l i­
cated) .

B. Distri b u t i o n :  Al a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  has 51 o p t o m e t r i s t s
d i s t r i b u t e d  in 13 towns and ci t i e s  a c r o s s  the s t a t e .  
S e v e r a l  o p t o m e t r i s t s  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  to r e m o t e  
v i llages and towns such that o p t o m e t r i c  care is 
a c c e s s i b l e  and a v a i l a b l e  to all Alask a n s .  S e v e r a l  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  in A l a s k a  are e m p l o y e d  by the F e u e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  and serve large s e g m e n t s  of the a r m e d  
forces and na t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s .

C. C o n t i n u i n g  education: A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t s  are 
req u i r e d  to at t e n d  a m i n i m u m  of 4JB h o urs of c e r t i­
fied c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  e v e r y  4 years. T h i s  e d u­
cat i o n  is ori e n t e d  towards prim a r y  ca r e  w i t h  d i a g­
nosis, therapy, and m a n a g e m e n t  of eye d i s e a s e  a 
m a j o r  com p o n e n t .  It has be e n  cora-petency based and 
has i n cluded a 104 hour u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  on m a n a g e­
ment of eye d i s e a s e  that a m a j o r i t y  of the A l a s k a  
o p t o m e t r i s t s  attended.

D. N a t i o n a l  trends: In ,48 s t a t e s  o p t o m e t r i s t s  p r e s e n t­
ly util i z e  d i a g n o s t i c  drugs. In 1 #  s t a t e s  o p t o m e­
trists use both d i a g n o s t i c  and t h e r a p e u t i c  drugs. 
Al a s k a  is one of the two r e m a i n i n g  st a t e s  w i t h o u t
a drug  la w  a l l o w i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to u t i l i z e  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t 3 .

E. Safety: O p t o m e t r i s t s  in 1 I f  states are u t i l i z i n g
t h e r a p e u t i c  age n t s  with the same success e n j o y e d  by 
p a tients of p h ysicians, d e n t i s t s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  bush 
h e a l t h  aids and others who now use these agents.
Most public h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  agree on s u b s t a n t i a l  
b e n e f i t s  from o p t o m e t r i c  use of p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
agents. O p t o m e t r i s t s  have e m p l o y e d  t h e r a p e u t i c  
drugs in West V i r g i n i a  for 10 years w i t h o u t  r e p o r t e d  
i n c i d e n c e  of a buse or n e g l i g e n c e .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  ha v e  
p roved c o n v i n c i n g l y  that the public is trea t e d  in a 
safe and e f f e c t i v e  manner.



A l a s k a n  optometry merely w o n t s  to update the d e f i n i t i o n  
of o p t o m e t r y  to reflect present day tra i n i n g  in the area of 
t h e r a p e u t i c  care of eye d i s e a s e  rel a t i n g  to eye care • 
p r a c t i c e d  at the primary level - the level of first c o n t a c t  
s e r v i c e s  or the gatekeeper for the patient into the h e a l t h  
c a r e  system.

T h e  map below shows the st a t u s  of state p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n  as it effects o p t o m e t r i c  pr a c t i c e  as of Ju l y  l ! i ', 
1986. It is time to update o p t o m e t r i c  law in Alaska so the 
p u b l i c  can be better served by its primary eye care p r a c t i­
tio n e r s .  T h a n k  you for your support!

State pharmaceutical legislation
As of  July 1 5 ;  1 9 8 6
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  K o p o n e n ,  Ellis, G r u e n b e r g ,  Donley, 

Hudson, P h i l l i p s  and H a n l e y :  My name is Dr. Lynn Coon.

S i nce 1984 I have been a p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t  in W asilla, 

Alaska. I ea r n e d  a D o c t o r  of O p t o m e t r y  d e g r e e  from P a c i f i c  

U n i v e r s i t y  in 1972. I n i t i a l l y ,  I p r a c t i c e d  o p t o m e t r y  as an 

o f f i c e r  in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Air F o r c e  for over four y e a r s  at 

s e v e r a l  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s .  Next, I taught a broad s p e c t r u m  

of o p t o m e t r y  c o u r s e s  as a full time A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  of 

O p t o m e t r y  at P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  in O r e g o n .  In a d d i t i o n ,  I 

have taught h u n d r e d s  "of h o u r s  of c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  to 

o p t o m e t r i s t s  and o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  in many parts of our 

country. My a r e a s  of t e a c h i n g  e x p e r t i s e  i n c l u d e  e x a m i n a t i o n  

p r o c e d u r e s ,  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s  and s p e c i f i c  to p i c s  in d i a g n o s i s  

and m a n a g e m e n t  of eye d i s e a s e .  I was also c h i e f  i n v e s t i g a t o r  

in s e v e r a l  U n i v e r s i t y  based l o n g i t u d i n a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  in 

o r t h o k e r a t o l o g y , e x t e n d e d  w e a r  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s  and the c o r n e a l  

en d o t h e l i u m .  I c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e  on the B o ard of A d v i s o r s  for 

P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  of O p t o m e t r y  and the A s s o c i a t i o n  

B o a r d  of V a l l e y  H o s p i t a l  in Palmer.



B

I w a n t  to t hank ea c h  of you for a l l o w i n g  me to t e s t i f y  

today in s u p p o r t  of H o u s e  Bi l l  No. 291, "An Act r e l a t i n g  to 

the p r a c t i c e  of o p t o m e t r y . "

In the past f i f t e e n  or so years o p t o m e t r i s t s  in A l a ska, 

as w e l l  as every o t h e r  state, have so u g h t  p a s s a g e  of l e g i s­

lati o n  that w o u l d  a l l o w  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to p r a c t i c e  at the full 

level of t heir t r a i ning. T h i s  p r a c t i c e  e x p a n s i o n  w o u l d  

i n c l u d e  the use of c e r t a i n  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e nts. I am 

c u r r e n t l y  c h a i r m a n  of the L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  of the 

A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Our L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  

was a p p o i n t e d  by the P r e s i d e n t  of the A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n  and e m p o w e r e d  to seek p a s s a g e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  

that w o u l d  a l l o w  p r o p e r l y  trained, q u a l i f i e d  and l i c e n s e d  

o p t o m e t r i s t s  to e m p l o y  c e r t a i n  drugs and t e c h n i q u e s  used in 

the d i a g n o s i s  and m a n a g e m e n t  of eye c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  eye 

d i s e a s e s .

H o u s e  Bill No. 291 r e p r e s e n t s  a c a r e f u l l y  n e g o t i a t e d ,  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o m p r o m i s e  b e t w e e n  the A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n  and the A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of O p h t h a l m o l o g y .



T h e s e  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ha v e  l i t e r a l l y  been at war for years 

over the r i g h t  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  to e x p a n d  their s c ope of 

p r a c t i c e  to i n c l u d e  the use of pharmaceutic.il agents. A f ter 

h o u r s  of n e g o t i a t i n g  a c h o s e n  g r o u p  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  and 

o p h t h a l m o l g i s t s , c h o s e n  by t heir p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

to make b i n d i n g  d e c i s i o n s  for their r e s p e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

was a b l e  to c o m p r o m i s e  and p r o d u c e  a d o c u ment, H o u s e  Bill 

No. 291. O p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ,  Dr. O l i v e r  K o r s h i n  and Dr. Ed 

C r o uch, m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  

and I signed a j o int r e s o l u t i o n  of s u p port for H o u s e  Bill 

No. 291. T h a t  m i l e s t o n e  r e s o l u t i o n  is i n c l u d e d  in your 

i n f o r m a t i o n  packet.

H o u s e  Bi l l  No. 291 e s s e n t i a l l y  e x p a n d s  the s c ope of
I

o p t o m e t r i c  p r a c t i c e * t o  i n c l u d e  the use of s p e c i f i c  p h a r m a c e u­

tical a g e n t s  for e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r p o s e s .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  in 48 of 

the s t a t e s  ha v e  the right, as d e f i n e d  by sta t u t e ,  to use 

t h ese agen t s .  On J u l y  16, 1971 R h o d e  I s l a n d  passed the 

i n i t i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to u t i l i z e  drugs. 

Now, the only s t a t e s  that do not a l l o w  some a p p l i c a t i o n  of 

drugs by o p t o m e t r i s t s  are M a r y l a n d  and, that's right, A l a s k a ! 

B e c a u s e  of the wide g e o g r a p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of A l a s k a n



o p t o m e t r i s t s  and the s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t r a i n i n g  level of the 

m o d e r n  o p t o m e t r i s t ,  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  is s e r i o u s l y  o v e r d u e  

in p a s s i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n .

O p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  c o n c l u s i v e l y  proved that they are 

c a p a b l e  of j u d i c i o u s  use of the r e q u e s t e d  drugs. L i t e r a l l y  

t h o u s a n d s  of c a s e s  of eye d i s e a s e  have been d e t e c t e d  and 

d i a g n o s e d  by o p t o m e t r i s t s  in the 15 years s i nce the i n i t i a l  

s t a t u t e  was s i g n e d  into law. T h e r e  are many t y pes of eye 

d i s e a s e  and c o n d i t i o n s  that c a n n o t  be a d e q u a t e l y  d e t e c t e d  

u n l e s s  the o p t o m e t r i s t  can use t hese drugs. O p t o m e t r i s t s  

in A l a s k a  are c u r r e n t l y  l i a b l e  for not d e t e c t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

that may only be f u l l y  r e v e a l e d  a f t e r  the use of c e r t a i n  of 

t hese drugs. And the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  d e s e r v e  to have the 

b e n e f i t  of m o d e r n  e x a m i n a t i o n  m e t h o d s  in all eye d o c t o r ' s  

o f f i c e s .

By a l l o w i n g  the A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  to i n c o r p o r a t e  more 

eye d i s e a s e  d e t e c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  d i s c o m f o r t ,  s u f f e r i n g  and 

v i s i o n  loss will be r e d u c e d  to many of the t h o u s a n d s  of 

p e o p l e  in A l a s k a  that use our s e r v i c e s .  C o s t s  to the p e o p l e  

of A l a s k a  w i l l  be r e d u c e d  by p r o p e r l y  l i censed o p t o m e t r i s t s



p r o d u c i n g  more c o m p e t i t i o n  wi t h  the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  that 

are c u r r e n t l y  the m a j o r  g roup that u t i l i z e  these a g e nts. 

T r a v e l  for c e r t a i n  d i a g n o s t i c  tests wi l l also be r e d u c e d  due 

to the w i d e r  g e o g r a p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of o p t o m e t r i s t s .

O p t o m e t r i s t s  are p r o p e r l y  e d u c a t e d  to s a f e l y  and 

e f f e c t i v e l y  use p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e nts. I p e r s o n a l l y  was 

r e s p o n s i b l e  for part of the t r a i n i n g  in this a r e a  s t u d e n t s  

at P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  of O p t o m e t r y  we r e  e x p o s e d  to 

b e t w e e n  1976 and 1983. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I t a u g h t  mu c h  of the 

same m a t e r i a l  to e l arge n u m b e r  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  in O r e g o n ,  

W a s h i n g t o n  and Idaho. T h e  i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  that the 

a v e r a g e  m o d e r n  o p t o m e t r y  s t u d e n t  r e c e i v e s  i n c l u d e s  156 h o u r s  

of p h a r m a c o l o g y ,  whi-ch is e qual to or g r e a t e r  than all o t her 

h e a l t h  care p r o f e s s i o n a l s  u s i n g  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  Eye 

d i s e a s e  e d u c a t i o n  is s i m i l a r l y  i n t e n s e  and is t a u g h t  by 

q u a l i f i e d  e x p e r t s  i n c l u d i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  board c e r t i f i e d  

o p h t h a l m o l g i s t s  and o t her s p e c i a l i s t  and s u b s p e c i a l i s t  

p h y s i c i a n s .  C l i n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  is broad based in s c h o o l  

c l i n i c s ,  p r i v a t e  o p t o m e t r i c  and o p h t h a l m o l o g i c a l  off i c e s ,  

h o s p i t a l  r e s i d e n c i e s ,  h e a l t h  m a i n t e n a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  c l inics, I n d i a n  h e a l t h



servi c e s ,  c o m m u n i t y  t e a c h i n g  h o s p i t a l s ,  and m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  

c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h  c l i n i c s .  A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t s  are also 

req uired to a t t e n d  a m i n i m u m  ox 48 h o u r s  of c e r t i f i e d  

c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  e v ery 4 years. O p t o m e t r i s t s  o f fer a 

s o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  base, e x c e l l e n c e  in t r a i n i n g  and a d v a n c e d  

d i a g n o s t i c  s k i l l s  that w i l l  b e n e f i t  the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  if 

H o u s e  Bill No. 291 b e c o m e s  s t atute.

As wi t h  o p t o m e t r i c  dr u g  l e g i s l a t i o n  in o t her states, 

H o u s e  Bill No. 291 p r o v i d e s  for o p t o m e t r y  board r e g u l a t i o n  

and e x a m i n a t i o n  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of p r o p e r l y  trained 

o p t o m e t r i s t s .  T h e  b o ard will also r e q u i r e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

c o m p l e t i o n  of c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for r e n e w a l  

of the e n d o r s e m e n t  to use p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  agents. This 

bill will not a l l o w  " g r a n d f a t h e r i n g "  of p r e s e n t l y  l i c e n s e d  

o p t o m e t r i s t s .  Ea c h  o p t o m e t r i s t  will be r e q u i r e d  to p r o v i d e  

e v i d e n c e  of h a v i n g  r e c e i v e d  the r e q u i r e d  t r a i n i n g  and d e m o n­

stra t e  c o m p e t e n c e  in o r d e r  to be c e r t i f i e d  to use d i a g n o s­

tic p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .

T he c o m p r o m i s e  that was r e a c h e d  b e t w e e n  o p t o m e t r y  and 

o p h t h a l m o l o g y  is a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i o n  c h a n g e  of our



L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e .  We a g r e e d  to exclude the use of 

p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r ugs for the t r e a t m e n t  of eye disease, even 

t h o u g h  f i f t e e n  s t a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  have l e g i s l a t i o n  that a l l o w s  

o p t o m e t r i s t s  to m a n a g e  c e r t a i n  eye d i s e a s e s  with drugs. 

B e c a u s e  of this c h a n g e  in our p o s t i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t r e a t m e n t  

of eye d i s e a s e  we feel we e x c l u d e d  80 per cent of our 

o r i g i n a l  goal w h i c h  was to a l l o w  the A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  to 

p r a c t i c e  at the full level of his or her c u r rent t r a i ning.

In f a i r n e s s  to the A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  of O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  I 

am c e r t a i n  they also feel that H o u s e  Bill No. 291 is a m ajor 

c o n c e s s i o n  on their part. A f t e r  all, H o use Bill No. 291 

r e p r e s e n t s  the first s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  of our two s o m e w h a t  

p o l a r i z e d  two g r o u p s  to n e g o t i a t e  on the ma t t e r  of o p t o m e -
I

t r i s t s  u sing drugs. *

I c o n g r a t u l a t e  S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r  for r e c o m m e n d i n g  the 

n e g o t i a t i n g  process, the o p h t h a l m o l g i s t s  that were i n v o l v e d  

in the process, our L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  and 

this g r eat n a t i o n  that a l l o w s  for c o n s t r u c t i v e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

as one m e t h o d  to se t t l e  dispu t e s .

B e c a u s e  of the d e s i r e  from both o r g a n i z e d  o p t o m e t r y  and 

o p h t h a l m o l o g y  in the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  to pass House Bi l l  No. 

291, I ask and pray that you, the H o use HESS C o m m i t t e e ,  as



w e l l  as your l e g i s l a t o r  c o l l e g u e s  in the House and S e n a t e ,  

wi l l  s e e k  immediate p a s s a g e  of the bill as written. D e l a y  

of this l e g i s l a t i o n  pa s t  the 1987 s e s s i o n  of the 1 5 th A l a s k a  

L e g i s l a t u r e  may r e p o l a r i z e  our g r o u p s  and make f u r t h e r  

c o m p r o m i s e  difficult.

T h a n k  you for l i s t e n i n g  to my s t a t e m e n t  of s u p p o r t  for 

H o u s e  Bi l l  No. 291.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

Lynn J. Coon, O.D.
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