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1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T HE R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 H O U S E  CS  FO R  CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7 (Resources)

3 IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to o il a n d  gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,

6 d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

7 A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge, Alaska,

8 a n d  d e c l a r i n g  state policy.

9 B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

10 W H E R E A S  in  1980 the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  s u s p e n d e d  the o p e r a t i o n  of

11 the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  Act of 1920 (30 U.S. C .  191) o n  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the

12 A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  to a l l o w  f or the s t udy of  m a n a g e m e n t  alter-

13 n a t i v e s  fo r  the coastal plain; a nd

14 W H E R E A S  the coastal p l a i n  h as b e e n  f o u n d  to h a v e  the b e s t  p o t e n t i a l

15 for o n s h o r e  oil and gas d i s c o v e r i e s  in the U n i t e d  States; and

16 W H E R E A S  C o n g r e s s  r e c o g n i z e d  the e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  of the

17 c o a s t a l  p l a i n  by  p l a c i n g  it in the n a t i o n a l  w i l d l i f e  r e f u g e  s y s t e m  in 1980,

18 and the w i l d l i f e  and h a b i t a t  d e s e r v e  a h i g h  s t a n d a r d  of p r o t e c t i o n  if oil

19 e x p l o r a t i o n  a nd d e v e l o p m e n t  proceed; arid

20 W H E R E A S  e x p l o r a t i o n  a nd d e v e l o p m e n t  of oil a n d  ga s  on  the c o a s t a l

21 p l a i n  c o u l d  r e d u c e  the n a t i o n ' s  t r ade d e f i c i t ,  i n c r e a s e  e n e r g y  s e c urity,

22 p r e v e n t  e r o s i o n  of the oil and gas i n d ustry, i m p r o v e  the n a t i o n a l  a n d  s t a t e

23 e c o n o m i e s ,  and o c c u r  w i t h  full e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a nd sa f e g u a r d s ;  and

24 W H E R E A S  e v e n  w h e n  the st r i c t e s t  s t a n d a r d s  of e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n

25 are a p p l i e d  t h ere still ca n  be some r i s k  to land, water, and w i l d l i f e  f r o m

26 d e v e l o p m e n t  activity, and A l a s k a n s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c e s  of

27 the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  s h o u l d  b e  p r o t e c t e d  in the e v e n t  that

28 t h e r e  is an y  d a m a g e  to s u b s i s t e n c e  re s o u r c e s ;  and

29 W H E R E A S  the p e o p l e  of Alaska, b a s e d  on the p r o v i s i o n s  of the s t a t e h o o d
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1 c o m pact, a re to b e  t r e a t e d  e q u a l l y  a n d  f a i r l y  i n  the d e c i s i o n s  of  the

2 U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  r e v e n u e  sharing, leasing, a n d  d e v e l o p -

3 m e n t  of p u b l i c  lands, i n c l u d i n g  the c o a s t a l  plain; a n d

4 W H E R E A S  the s t a t e ' s  e c o n o m y  is in b a d  co n d i t i o n ,  w i t h  h i g h  u n e m p l o y -

5 ment, p r o p e r t y  f o r e c l o s u r e s ,  a n d  s h r i n k i n g  i n v e s t m e n t ;

6 BE  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t ate L e g i s l a t u r e  a d o p t s  the f o l l o w i n g

7 c o n s e n s u s  p o i n t s  o n  m a n a g e m e n t  of the c o a s t a l  plain, and s t r o n g l y  u r g e s

8 C o n g r e s s  to act o n  them:

9 (1) the U n i t e d  States C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  o p e n  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  to

10 e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  oil and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and

11 p r o d u c t i o n  u n d e r  t he a u t h o r i t y  of the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  A ct of 1920 (30

12 U . S.C. 191);

13 (2) the U n i t e d  Stat e s  C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  f or m a x i m u m  par-

14 t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  job o p p o r t u n i t y  for A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  in  c o a stal p l a i n  explo-

15 r a t i o n  a nd d e v e l o p m e n t ;

16 (3) the U n i t e d  States C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  treat A l a s k a  e q u a l l y  and

17 fairly o n  r e v e n u e  issu e s  a nd not d e p a r t  f r o m  the s p i r i t  of the s t a t e h o o d

18 compact; and

19 (4) the U n i t e d  S t ates C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  l a n g u a g e  in any

20 c o a s t a l  p l a i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  that a d d r e s s e s  i n d e m n i f i c a t i o n  f or s u b s i s t e n c e

21 u s e r s  in A l a s k a ,  as it d i d  in t he T r a n s - A l a s k a  P i p e l i n e  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  Act

22 (43 U.S.C. 1653).

23 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h all be sent to t he H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d

24 Reagan, P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; the H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  Bush, Vice-

25 P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  Stat e s  a nd P r e s i d e n t  of the U.S. Senate; the H o n o r -

26 a b l e  J i m  W r i g h t ,  S p e a k e r  of the U.S. H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  the Hono r -

27 abl e  G e o r g e  P. Shultz, S e c r e t a r y  of State; t he H o n o r a b l e  D o n a l d  P. Hodel,

28 S e c r e t a r y  of the I n t e r i o r ;  the H o n o r a b l e  J. B e n n e t t  J o h n s t o n ,  C h a i r m a n ,  and

29 the H o n o r a b l e  J a m e s  A. M c C l u r e ,  R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y  M e m ber, of the S e n a t e

HCS CSSJR 7 ( R e s )  - 2 -  S JR 00 7E



c
1 C o m m i t t e e  on E n e r g y  and N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Q u e n t i n  N.

2 Burdick, C h a i r m a n ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  R o b e r t  T. St a f f o r d ,  R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y

3 M e m b e r  of  the S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  P u b l i c  Works; the Hono r -

4 able G e o r g e  J. M i t c h e l l ,  Chairman, a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  H. Chafee, Rank-

5 i ng M i n o r i t y  M e m b e r  of the S u b c o m m i t t e e  on E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  of the

6 S e nate C o m m i t t e e  o n  E n v i r o n m e n t  and P u b l i c  Works; the H o n o r a b l e  M o r r i s  K.

7 Udall, C h a i r m a n  of the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on I n t e r i o r  and I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s ;  the

8 H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  M i l l e r ,  C h a irman, a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  P a s h ayan, J r . ,

9 R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y  M e m b e r  of the S u b c o m m i t t e e  on W a t e r  a n d  P o w e r  R e s o u r c e s  of

10 the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on  I n t e r i o r  and I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  W a l t e r

11 B. Jones, Ch a i r m a n ,  and the H o n o r a b l e  Robe r t  W. Davis, R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y

12 M e m b e r  of the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M e r c h a n t  M a r i n e  and F i s h e r i e s ;  the H o n o r -

13 abl e  G e r r y  E. S t u dds, C h a i r m a n  of  the S u b c o m m i t t e e  on  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  W i l d­

er 14 life C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  the E n v i r o n m e n t  of the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on M e r c h a n t

15 M a r i n e  a n d  F i s h e r i e s ;  and to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a nd the H o n o r a b l e

16 F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S. Senators, and t he H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o ung, U.S. Repre-

17 s e n t ative, m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g ress.

L
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W h e r e a s  t h e  U n i t e d  States Congress has r eserved the right to 
p e r m i t  f u r t h e r  explo ra ti o n for, and deve l op me nt  of, oil and 
gas w i t h  the coastal p l a i n  of the A r ct ic  W i l d l i f e  Refuge, 
Alaska; a nd

W h e re as  t h e  U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of Interior, the state, and the 
oil i nd us t r y  c o n s i d e r  the coastal p l a i n  to ha v e the h i g he s t 1 
p o te nt ia l for d i s c o v e r y  of oil and gas ac cumulations on the 
c o n t i n e n t  of N o r t h  America; and

W h e r e a s  d e v e l o p m e n t  of oil and gas in the  refuge should and 
will b e  s u b j e c t  to strict environmental safeguards, including 
t h os e p r o t e c t i n g  water, land, air and important wildlife 
h a b i t a t  t h a t  supports the subsistence r es ources us ed  by 
N a t i v e s  o f  the state; and

W h e r e a s  t h e  p e o pl e of Alaska, based o n  the p r ov is io n s of the 
s t at eh oo d compact, are t o  b e  treated e q ua ll y  a nd fairly in the 
de ci si on s of t h e  U n i t e d  States g o ve rn m en t r e g a r d in g revenue 

- sharing, leasing, a n d  d ev el o p m e n t  of public lands, including 
t he c o as ta l  plain; and

W h e r e a s  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t he coastal pl ai n oil and gas resources 
can a n d  s h o ul d  be c o n d uc t ed  b y  t h e  corporations a nd workers of 
t he state, w h o  h a v e  the expertise to br in g t h e  resources to 
market; and

W h e r e a s  t h e  s t a t e’s econom y is in b a d  condition, w i t h  high 
u nemployment, p r o p e r t y  foreclosures, an d sh ri nk in g  investment,

Be it r e s ol ve d th at  the A l a s k a  State Democratic Party supports 
th e o p e n i n g  of the refuge, u n de r  the Mineral Lea s in g Act of 
1920, for oil and gas exploration and d e ve lo pm en t in an 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s ou nd  manner.

Be it furth e r r e s o l v e d  that the A l a s k a  Democra ti c Party 
s u p po rt s  that C ongress treat Alaska equally and fairly on 
r e v e n u e  issues and not d e pa rt  from the spirit of the statehood 
c o m p a c t

A n d  b e  it res o lv ed  that the Alaska State D e mo cr at ic  Party 
s up po r t s  t ha t C o ngress should provide for m a x i m u m 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and job o pp or tu ni t y for A l a s k a n  residents in 
c o a s t a l  p l a i n  e x p l o r a t i o n  and development.
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1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  R E S O U R C F S  C O M M I T T E E

2 H O U S E  CS F O R  CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7 (Resources)

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to oil and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,

6 d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

7 A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge, A l a s k a ,

8 and d e c l a r i n g  state policy.

9 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

10 W H E R E A S  in 1980 the U n i t e d  S t ates C o n g r e s s  s u s p e n d e d  the o p e r a t i o n  of

11 the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  Act of 1920 (30 U.S.C. 191) on the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the

12 A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  to a l l o w  for the s t u d y  of m a n a g e m e n t  altcr-

13 n a t i v e s  for the c o a s t a l  plain; and

14 W H E R E A S  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  has b e e n  found to h a v e  the bes t  p o t e n t i a l

15 f o r  o n s h o r e  oil a n d  gas d i s c o v e r i e s  in the U n i t e d  States; and

16 W H E R E A S  C o n g r e s s  r e c o g n i z e d  the e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  of  the

17 c o a stal p l a i n  by p l a c i n g  it i n  the n a t i o n a l  w i l d l i f e  r e f u g e  s y s t e m  i n  1980,

18 an d  the w i l d l i f e  a n d  h a b i t a t  d e s e r v e  a h i g h  s t a n d a r d  of p r o t e c t i o n  if oil

19 e x p l o r a t i o n  and d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e e d ;  and

20 W H E R E A S  e x p l o r a t i o n  a nd d e v e l o p m e n t  of o i l  a n d  gas on  the c o a s t a l

21 p l a i n  c o uld r e d u c e  the n a t i o n ' s  t r a d e  d e f icit, i n c r e a s e  e n e r g y  security,

22 p r e v e n t  e r o s i o n  of  the oil a nd gas industry, i m p r o v e  the n a t i o n a l  a n d  state

23 e c o n o m i e s ,  a n d  o c c u r  w i t h  full e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  s a f e g u a r d s ;  an d

24 WHEREAS e v e n  w h e n  the s t r i c t e s t  s t a n d a r d s  of e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n

25 are a p p l i e d  there s t ill c an b e  some ris k  to land, w a ter, and w i l d l i f e  fro m

26 d e v e l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t y ,  a n d  A l a s k a n s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c e s  of

27 t he A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  s h o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  i n  the e v ent that

28 t h ere is a n y  d a m a g e  to s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o urces; and

29 W H E R E A S  the p e o p l e  of Alaska, b a s e d  on  th e  p r o v i s i o n s  of the s t a t e h o o d
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compact, ar e  to be t r e a t e d  e q u a l l y  an d  f a i r l y  i n  the d e c i s i o n s  of the 

U n i t e d  S t ates g o v e r n m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  r e v e n u e  s h a r i n g ,  leasing, a nd d e v e l o p­

men t  of p u b l i c  lands, i n c l u d i n g  t he c o a s t a l  plai n ;  and

W H E R E A S  the s t a te's e c o n o m y  is in  b a d  c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  h i g h  u n e m p l o y­

ment, p r o p e r t y  f o r e c l o s u r e s ,  a nd s h r i n k i n g  i n v e s t m e n t ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a d o p t s  the f o l l o w i n g
f

c o n s e n s u s  p o i n t s  on m a n a g e m e n t  o f  the c o a s t a l  plai n ,  a n d  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  

Co n g r e s s  to act on  them:
i

(1) the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  o p e n  t he c o a s t a l  p l a i n  to 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  oil and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and 

p r o d u c t i o n  u n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  of the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  Ac t  of 1920 (30 

U.S.C. 191);

(2) the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  f or m a x i m u m  p a r ­

t i c i p a t i o n  and j o b  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  in c o a s t a l  p l a i n  e x p l o­

ra t i o n  and d e v e l o p m e n t ;

(3) the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  treat A l a s k a  e q u a l l y  a nd 

f a i r l y  on r e v e n u e  issues a n d  not d e p a r t  f r o m  the s p i r i t  of the s t a t e h o o d  

compact; and

(4) the U n i t e d  S t ates C o n g r e s s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  l a n g u a g e  in any

c o a stal p l a i n  l e g i s l a t i o n  that a d d r e s s e s  i n d e m n i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e

u s e r s  in A l a s k a ,  as it did i n  the T r a n S - A l a s k a  P i p e l i n e  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  A c t  

(43 U.S.C. 1653).
r

COPI E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h all be  s e n t  to  the H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d

Reagan, P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; the H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  B u s h ,  V i c e -  

P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S . ates a n d  P r e s i d e n t  of  t he U.S. Senate; t h e  H o n o r­

able J im W r i ght, S p e a k e r  of the U.S. H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  t he H o n o r­

able G e o r g e  P. Shultz, S e c r e t a r y  o f  State; t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n a l d  P. Hode l ,

S e c r e t a r y  of  the Interior; the H o n o r a b l e  J. B e n n e t t  J o h n s t o n ,  C h a i r m a n ,  a n d  

the H o n o r a b l e  J a m e s  A. M c C l u r e ,  R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y  M e m b e r ,  o f  t he S e n a t e
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1 C o m m i t t e e  on E n e r g y  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  Q u e n t i n  N.

2 Burdick, C h a i rman, and the H o n o r a b l e  R o b e r t  T. S t a f ford, R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y

3 M e m b e r  of the S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on E n v i r o n m e n t  an d  P u b l i c  W o r k s ;  the H o n o r -

4 able G e o r g e  J. M i t c h e l l ,  Chairman, a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  H. C h a fee, Rank-

5 ing M i n o r i t y  M e m b e r  of the S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  the

6 Senate C o m m i t t e e  o n  E n v i r o n m e n t  a nd P u b l i c  Works; th e  H o n o r a b l e  M o r r i s  K.

7 Udall, C h a i r m a n  of the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n t e r i o r  a n d  I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s ;  the

8 H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  M i l l e r ,  Chairman, a nd the H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  P a s h a y a n ,  J r . ,

9 R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y  M e m b e r  of the S u b c o m m i t t e e  on  W a t e r  a nd P o w e r  R e s o u r c e s  of

10 the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on I n t e r i o r  and I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  W a l t e r

11 B. Jones, Ch a i r m a n ,  and the H o n o r a b l e  R o b e r t  W. Davis, R a n k i n g  M i n o r i t y

12 M e m b e r  of the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on M e r c h a n t  M a r i n e  and F i s h e r i e s ;  the H o n o r -

13 able G e r r y  E. Studds, C h a i r m a n  of the S u b c o m m i t t e e  o n  F i s h e r i e s  and Wild-

14 life C o n s e r v a t i o n  a nd the E n v i r o n m e n t  of the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on  M e r c h a n t

15 M a r i n e  and F i s h e r i e s ;  a nd to the H o n o r a b l e  Te d  S t e v e n s  a n d  t he H o n o r a b l e

16 F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S. S e n ators, and the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o ung, U.S. R e pre-

17 sentative, m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to oil and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,

6 d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

7 A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f uge, A l a s k a ,

8 and d e c l a r i n g  s t a t e  policy.

9 BE  IT R E S O L V E D  BY  TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T ATE OF  ALASKA:

10 W H E R E A S  the C o n g r e s s  of the U n i t e d  States has r e s e r v e d  to i t s e l f  u n d e r

11 sec. 1003 of the A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A c t  (94 Stat.

12 2371) the a u t h o r i t y  to p e r m i t  f u r t h e r  o il and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,

13 and p r o d u c t i o n  in the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of t he A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f uge;

14 and

15 W H E R E A S  the c o a stal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e

16 c o n t a i n s  the g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  on  the N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t  f or the

17 d i s c o v e r y  o f  e c o n o m i c  q u a n t i t i e s  of  r e c o v e r a b l e  oil and gas r e s e rves; and

18 W H E R E A S  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e

19 c o n t a i n s  u n i q u e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and w i l d l i f e  q u a l i t i e s  that r e q u i r e  c o n sid-

20 e r a t i o n  and c a u t i o n  in the e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  of

21 h y d r o c a r b o n  r e s o urces in  the c o a s t a l  plain; a nd

22 W H E R E A S ,  b a s e d  on  the a c c u m u l a t e d  e v i d e n c e ,  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a -

23 ture b e l i e v e s  that any a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  o n  the P o r c u p i n e  c a r i b o u  h e r d  re-

24 s u i t i n g  fro m  d e v e l o p m e n t  on the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  Wild-

25 life R e f u g e  c an be  s u c c e s s f u l l y  m i t i g a t e d ;  and

26 W H E R E A S  all the p e o p l e  of  A l a s k a  have e x p r e s s e d  and d e m o n s t r a t e d

27 c o n c e r n  for the e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  w i l d l i f e  p r e s e n t  on  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of

28 the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  as wel l  as the d e s i r e  to e n h a n c e

29 e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  that m a y  r e s u l t  f r o m  e n e r g y  r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  on
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1 the c o a stal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge; a nd

2 W H E R E A S  the i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  h a v e  r e c o g n i z e d  the p o t e n t i a l

3 of the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of t he A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  to p r o v i d e  for

A the w e l l - b e i n g  of f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  of t h e i r  p e o p l e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the

5 A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act (43 U . S.C. 160 1 - 1 6 2 9 a ) ;  and

6 W H E R E A S  v a l u e - f o r - v a l u e  e x c h a n g e s  of f e d e r a l l y  o w n ^ d  s u b s u r f a c e  rights

7 in  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  for S t ate of A l a s k a  and A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n

8 s u r f a c e  right i n h o l d i n g s  in  f e d eral c o n s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  u n i t s  a n d  s u r f a c e

9 land a d j a c e n t  to f e d e r a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  u n its o f f e r  a n  u n p a r a l l e l e d

10 o p p o r t u n i t y  f or the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  to r e a c q u i r e  l a n d  of great e n v iron-

11 m e n t a l  value; and

12 W H E R E A S  the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  Act of 1920 (30 U.S.C. 191) p r o v i d e s  that

13 90 p e r c e n t  of the r e v e n u e  from m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g  o n  f e d e r a l l y  o w n e d  p u b l i c

14 land is d e d i c a t e d  to the b e n e f i t  of  the s t a t e  w i t h i n  w h i c h  the land is

15 located t h r o u g h  d i r e c t  p a y m e n t  and, exce p t  for A l a ska, c o v e r a g e  u n d e r  the

16 R e c l a m a t i o n  F u n d  (43 U.S.C. 391-401); and

17 WHEREAS, at st a t e h o o d ,  the U n i t e d  S t ates C o n g r e s s  d i d  not i n c lude

18 A l a s k a  u n d e r  the R e c l a m a t i o n  Fund, but i n s t e a d  p r o v i d e d  that the full 90

19 p e r cent of the r e v e n u e  f r o m  the l e a s i n g  of  m i n e r a l s  on f e d e r a l l y  o w n e d

20 p u b l i c  land in the s t ate w o u l d  be p a i d  d i r e c t l y  to the S t a t e  of  A l a s k a

21 w i t h o u t  d e p o s i t  in the R e c l a m a t i o n  Fund; a nd

22 W H E R E A S  the C o n g r e s s  a p p l i e d  the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  A c t  of 1920 (30

23 U.S.C. 191) to A l a s k a  in secs. 6(h) a nd 28 of th e  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  Act

24 (P.L. 95-508, J u l y  7, 1958) and, as a result, the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  Act of

25 1920, w h i c h  a l l o c a t e s  to A l a s k a  a t o tal of 90 p e r c e n t  of the r e v e n u e  from

26 the l e a sing of m i n e r a l s  o n  f e d e r a l l y  o w n e d  p u b l i c  land in A l a s k a ,  b e c a m e  an

27 i n t egral part of the c o m pact b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  States and the State of

28 A l a s k a  u n d e r  sec. 4 of the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  Act; and

29 W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t u r e  has e s t a b l i s h e d  an e x t e n s i v e  p u b l i c  r e c o r d
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1 r e g a r d i n g  t he issues that r e l a t e  to the c e n t r a l  issue of t he C o n g r e s s

2 e x e r c i s i n g  its a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  sec. 1003 of t he A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t

3 L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act;

4 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  that

5 (1) the C o n g r e s s  of  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o p e n  t he c o a s t a l  p l a i n

6 (1002 area) of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  A l a s k a ,  to e n v iron-

7 m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  oil and g as e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  an d  p r o d u c t i o n  u n d e r

8 the a u t h o r i t y  of t he M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  Act of  1920;

9 (2) the C o n g r e s s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e ject an y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n

10 of an e x p l o r a t i o n  p r o g r a m  that w o u l d  be p e r f o r m e d  by a g o v e r n m e n t a l  agency,

11 as was the case in the N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m  R e s e r v e - A l a s k a ;  and be  it

12 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the L e g i s l a t u r e

13 (1) s u p p o r t s  and u r g e s  m a x i m u m  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a nd j ob o p p o r t u n i t y

14 for A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  in all p h a s e s  of e n e r g y  d e v e l o p m e n t  that m i g h t  o c c u r

15 on  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge;

16 (2) s u p ports the p r i n c i p l e  of the v a l u e - f o r - v a l u e  e x c h a n g e  of

17 interests, i n v o l v i n g  land w i t h i n  the c o a stal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l

18 W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of th e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d

19 C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act, the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act, a nd state

20 statutes, w h e r e  a p p l i c a b l e ,  b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  Stat e s  g o v e r n m e n t  a nd the

21 State of A l a s k a  and b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  Stat e s  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  A l a s k a  N a t i v e

22 c o r p o r a t i o n s ;

23 (3) s u p p o r t s  the c o n c l u s i o n  that, w h i l e  the e l i m i n a t i o n  of in-

24 h o l d i n g s  w i t h i n  federal c o n s e r v a t i o n  units, m ay, in some cases, be in  the

25 p u b l i c  interest, the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  s h o u l d  c o n v e y  o n l y  the s u r f a c e  e s t a t e

26 in its in h o l d i n g s  w i t h i n  f e d e r a l  r e f u g e s  an d  n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  or  o t h e r  feder-

27 al c o n s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  units, if the s t a t e  of A l a s k a  is i n v o l v e d  in  any

28 trades for s u b s u r f a c e  i n t e r e s t  in  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l

29 W i l d l i f e  Refuge.
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1 C O P I E S  of  this r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  the S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t  on

2 the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  s h all be sent to t h e  H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d

3 Reagan, P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; the H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  Bush, V i ce-

4 P r e s i d e n t  of  the U n i t e d  S t ates a n d  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U.S. Senate; th e  H o n o r -

5 able J i m  W r i ght, S p e a k e r  of the U.S. H o u s e  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  t he H o n o r -

6 able G e o r g e  P. Shultz, S e c r e t a r y  of State; t he H o n o r a b l e  D o n a l d  P. Hodel,

7 S e c r e t a r y  of the Interior; the H o n o r a b l e  J. B e n n e t t  J o h n s t o n ,  C h a i r m a n  of

8 the S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on E n e r g y  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;  t he H o n o r a b l e  M o r r i s

9 K. Udal l ,  C h a i r m a n  of  the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on  I n t e r i o r  a n d  I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s ;

10 and to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t evens an d  the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S.

11 Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  Do n  Young, U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the

12 A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in  Congress.
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1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T HE R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7 (Resources)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to o il a n d  gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,

6 d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

7 A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f uge, A l aska,

8 a n d  d e c l a r i n g  s t a t e  policy.

9 BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

10 W H E R E A S  the C o n g r e s s  of  the U n i t e d  States h as r e s e r v e d  to i t s e l f  u n d e r

11 sec. 1003 of the A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A ct (94 Stat.

12 2371) the a u t h o r i t y  to p e r m i t  f u r t h e r  oil an d  gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,

13 and p r o d u c t i o n  in the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f uge;

14 and

15 W H E R E A S  the c o a stal p l a i n  of t he A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e

16 c o n t a i n s  t he g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  o n  the N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t  f or the

17 d i s c o v e r y  of e c o n o m i c  q u a n t i t i e s  of r e c o v e r a b l e  oil a nd gas re s e r v e s ;  an d

18 W H E R E A S  t he coastal p l a i n  of  t he A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e

19 c o n t a i n s  u n i q u e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  w i l d l i f e  q u a l i t i e s  that r e q u i r e  consid-

20 e r a t i o n  a nd c a u t i o n  in  the e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and p r o d u c t i o n  of

21 h y d r o c a r b o n  r e s o u r c e s  in the c o a s t a l  plain; and

22 W H E R E A S ,  b a s e d  o n  the a c c u m u l a t e d  evidence, th e  A l a s k a  S t ate L e g i s l a -

23 ture b e l i e v e s  that a ny a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  on  the P o r c u p i n e  c a r i b o u  h e r d  re-

24 s u i t i n g  f r o m  d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i ld-

25 life R e f u g e  c an be s u c c e s s f u l l y  m i t i g a t e d ;  an d

26 W H E R E A S  all the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  a nd d e m o n s t r a t e d

27 c o n c e r n  for the e n v i r o n m e n t  and w i l d l i f e  p r e s e n t  o n  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of

28 the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e fuge, as w e l l  as the d e s i r e  to e n h a n c e

29 e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  that m a y  r e s u l t  from e n e r g y  r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  on
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1 the c o a stal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge; an d

2 W H E R E A S  the i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  h a v e  r e c o g n i z e d  the p o t e n t i a l

3 of the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  to p r o v i d e  for

4 the w e l l - b e i n g  of f u ture g e n e r a t i o n s  of  t h e i r  p e o p l e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the

5 A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Clai m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act (43 U . S.C. 1601 - 1 6 2 9 a ) ;  and

6 W H E R E A S  v a l u e - f o r - v a l u e  e x c h a n g e s  of  f e d e r a l l y  o w n e d  s u b s u r f a c e  r i ghts

7 in the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  for State of A l a s k a  and A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n

8 s u r f a c e  right i n h o l d i n g s  in f e d e r a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  u n i t s  a n d  s u r f a c e

9 land a d j a c e n t  to f e d e r a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  u n i t s  o f f e r  a n  u n p a r a l l e l e d

10 o p p o r t u n i t y  for the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  to r e a c q u i r e  land of g r e a t  e n v iron-

11 m e n t a l  value; and

12 W H E R E A S  the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  A ct of 1920 (30 U.S.C. 191) p r o v i d e s  that

13 90 p e r c e n t  of  the r e v e n u e  f r o m  m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g  o n  f e d e r a l l y  o w n e d  p u b l i c

14 land is d e d i c a t e d  to the b e n e f i t  of the s t a t e  w i t h i n  w h i c h  t he land is

15 l o c a t e d  t h r o u g h  d i r e c t  p a y m e n t  and, e x cept for A l a s k a ,  c o v e r a g e  u n d e r  the

16 R e c l a m a t i o n  F u n d  (43 U.S.C. 3 9 1 - 401); and

17 W H E R E A S ,  at statehood, the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  d i d  n ot i n c l u d e

18 A l a s k a  u n d e r  the R e c l a m a t i o n  Fund, b u t  i n s t e a d  p r o v i d e d  that the full 90

19 p e r c e n t  of the r e v e n u e  fro m  the l e a s i n g  of  m i n e r a l s  on f e d e r a l l y  o v m e d

20 p u b l i c  land in the s t ate w o u l d  be p a i d  d i r e c t l y  to the S t a t e  of A l a s k a

21 w i t h o u t  d e p o s i t  in the R e c l a m a t i o n  Fund; a n d

22 W H E R E A S  the C o n g r e s s  a p p l i e d  t he M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  A c t  of 1920 (30

23 U.S.C. 191) to A l a s k a  in secs. 6(h) a nd 28 of  the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  Act

24 (P.L. 95-508, July 7, 1958) and, as a result, the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  A ct of

25 1920, w h i c h  a l l o c a t e s  to A l a s k a  a t o tal o f  90 p e r c e n t  of the r e v e n u e  f rom

26 the l e a s i n g  of m i n e r a l s  on  f e d e r a l l y  o w n e d  p u b l i c  lan d  in A l a s k a ,  b e c a m e  an

27 i n t e g r a l  part of the c o mpact b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  S t ates a nd the S t ate of

28 A l a s k a  u n d e r  sec. 4 of the A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  Act; and

29 W H E R E A S  the l e g i s l a t u r e  h as e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  e x t e n s i v e  p u b l i c  r e c o r d
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1 r e g a r d i n g  the i s sues that r e l a t e  to the c e n t r a l  i s sue of the C o n g r e s s

2 e x e r c i s i n g  its a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  sec. 1003 of the A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t

3 L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act;

4 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s t r o n g l y  u r g e s  that

5 (1) t he C o n g r e s s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o p e n  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n

6 (1002 area) of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  A l a ska, to e n v i r o n -

7 m e n t a l l y  s o und o il a nd gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and p r o d u c t i o n  u n d e r

8 the a u t h o r i t y  of the M i n e r a l  L e a s i n g  A ct of 1920;

9 (2) the C o n g r e s s  of the U n i t e d  Stat e s  r e ject an y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n

10 of an e x p l o r a t i o n  p r o g r a m  that w o u l d  be p e r f o r m e d  by  a g o v e r n m e n t a l  agency,

11 as was the case in  the N a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m  R e s e r v e - A l a s k a ;  a nd be it

12 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that t he L e g i s l a t u r e

13 (1) s u p ports a nd u r g e s  m a x i m u m  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  job o p p o r t u n i t y

14 for A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  in all p h a s e s  of e n e r g y  d e v e l o p m e n t  that m i g h t  o c c u r

15 o n  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge;

16 (2) s u p ports the v a l u e - f o r - v a l u e  e x c h a n g e  of interests, i n v olv-

17 ing land w i t h i n  the c o astal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e

18 u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of the A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Act,

19 the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Claims S e t t l e m e n t  Act, and s t a t e  statutes, w h e r e  applica-

20 ble, b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  S t ates g o v e r n m e n t  a nd the State of A l a s k a  a nd

21 b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  Stat e s  g o v e r n m e n t  an d  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c o r p o rations;

22 (3) suppo r t s  the c o n c l u s i o n  that, w h i l e  the e l i m i n a t i o n  of in-

23 h o l d i n g s  w i t h i n  f e deral c o n s e r v a t i o n  units, may, in some cases, be  in the

24 p u b l i c  interest, the S t ate of A l a s k a  s h o u l d  c o n v e y  onl y  the s u r f a c e  e s t a t e

25 in  its in h o l d i n g s  w i t h i n  f e d eral r e f u g e s  a nd n a t i o n a l  p a r k s  or o t h e r  feder-

26 al c o n s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  units, if the s t a t e  of A l a s k a  is i n v o l v e d  in any

27 t r ades for s u b s u r f a c e  i n t e r e s t  in the c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l

28 W i l d l i f e  Refuge.

29 C O PIES of this r e s o l u t i o n  a nd the S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t  on
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1 the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R o n a l d

2 Reagan, P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States; the H o n o r a b l e  G e o r g e  Bush, Vice-

3 Pr e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States a nd P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  U.S. Senate; the Honor-

4 able J i m  Wright, S p e a k e r  of the U.S. H o u s e  of  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;  the Honor-

5 able G e o r g e  P. Shultz, S e c r e t a r y  of State; t he H o n o r a b l e  D o n a l d  P. Hodel,

6 S e c r e t a r y  of the Interior; the H o n o r a b l e  J. B e n n e t t  J o h n ston, C h a i r m a n  of

7 the S e nate C o m m i t t e e  o n  E n e r g y  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;  the H o n o r a b l e  M o r r i s

8 K. Udal l ,  C h a i r m a n  of the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on I n t e r i o r  a n d  I n s u l a r  A f f a i r s ;

9 and to the H o n o r a b l e  T ed S t e v e n s  a nd the H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S.

10 Senators, an d  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the

11 A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.

$
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O f f e r e d :  2 / 1 3 / 8 7  5 - 0 1 8 0 B
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

O r i g i n a l  sponsors: S t u r g u l e w s k i , Fischer,
Abood, et al.

BY T H E  S E N A T E  S P E C I A L  C O M M I T T E E
1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  ON O I L  A N D  GAS

2 CS F O R  S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO, 7 (Oil & Gas)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  TH E  S T ATE O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to o il a n d  gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,

6 d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

7 A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  Alaska.

8 BE I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  Stat e s  C o n g r e s s  has r e s e r v e d  t he r i ght to perm i t

10 f u r t h e r  o il an d  gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  an d  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

11 coastal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge, A l aska; and

12 W H E R E A S  the oil industry, the state, a n d  the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of the

13 I n t e r i o r  c o n s i d e r  the c o a stal p l a i n  to h a v e  th e  h i g h e s t  p o t e n t i a l  for

14 d i s c o v e r y  of v e r y  large o i l  a nd gas a c c u m u l a t i o n s  on the c o n t i n e n t  of N o r t h

15 America; and

16 W H E R E A S  a d e c i s i o n  to p e rmit oil and ga s  exp l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and

17 p r o d u c t i o n  on the c o a stal p l a i n  of the r e f u g e  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  the v a l u e  and

18 f a c i l i t a t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of h i g h l y  p r o m i s i n g  s t a t e - o w n e d  t i d e l a n d  and

19 f e d e r a l l y - o w n e d  o u t e r - c o n t i n e n t a l - s h e l f  land o f f shore of  the refuge; a nd

20 W H E R E A S  the f a c i l i t i e s  that are d e v e l o p e d  to t r a n s p o r t  p e t r o l e u m

21 r e s o u r c e s  d i s c o v e r e d  on  the c o astal p l a i n  of  the r e f u g e  to t he T r a n s - A l a s k a

22 P i p e l i n e  S y s t e m  m ay a l l o w  m a r g i n a l  d i s c o v e r i e s  l o c ated b e t w e e n  the r e fuge

23 and the p i p e l i n e  to be d e v e l o p e d  a nd p r o d uced, an d  m ay p r o l o n g  the e c o n o m i c

24 life of the pi p e l i n e ;  and

25 W H E R E A S  o il and gas e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  the c o a s t a l  p l a i n

26 of the r e f u g e  a nd a d j a c e n t  land could resu l t  in m a j o r  d i s c o v e r i e s  that

27 w o u l d  r e duce o u r  n a t i o n ' s  futu r e  n e eds for i m p o r t e d  oil, h e l p  b a l a n c e  the

28 n a t i o n ' s  trade defic i t ,  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e  the n a t i o n ' s  security;

29 and
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1 W H E R E A S  the oil and gas i n d u s t r y  a n d  r e l a t e d  A l a s k a  e m p l o y m e n t  h a v e

2 b e e n  s e v e r e l y  a f f e c t e d  by r e d u c e d  oil an d  gas activity, and the r e d u c t i o n

3 in i n d u s t r y  i n v e s t m e n t  and e m p l o y m e n t  h as b r o a d  i m p l i c a t i o n s  for th e  A l a s k a

4 w o r k  force and the e n t i r e  state e c o n o m y ;  a nd

5 W H E R E A S  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of c o a s t a l  p l a i n  oil and gas r e s o u r c e s  can a nd

6 s h o u l d  be c o n d u c t e d  b y  the c o r p o r a t i o n s  a nd w o r k e r s  of the state, w h o  h a v e

7 the e x p e r t i s e  to b r i n g  the r e s o u r c e s  to m a r k e t ;  and

8 W H E R E A S  8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  of the 1 9 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  acres of the r e f u g e  have a l r e a d y

9 b e e n  set a s ide as w i l d e r n e s s ;  a nd

10 W H E R E A S  the 1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 - a c r e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the r e f u g e  c o m p r i s e s  o n l y

11 eight p e r c e n t  of the refuge, a n d  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the oil and gas re-

12 s e r v e s  in the r e f u g e ' s  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  w o u l d  a f fect an  e v e n  s m a l l e r  p e r c e n t -

13 age of the refuge; a nd

14 W H E R E A S  the oil i n d u s t r y  h a s  s h o w n  at P r u d h o e  Bay, as w e l l  as at o t h e r

15 l o c a tions a l o n g  the A r c t i c  c o a s t a l  p l ain, that it can s a fely conduct oil

16 and gas a c t i v i t y  w i t h o u t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t i n g  the e n v i r o n m e n t  or w i l d l i f e

17 p o p u l a t i o n s ;

18 BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the A l a s k a  S t ate L e g i s l a t u r e  that the C o n g r e s s  of

19 the U n i t e d  States is u r g e d  to o p e n  the c o a stal p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l

20 W i l d l i f e  Refuge, Alaska, to oil and gas e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and

21 p r o d u c t i o n ;  and be it

22 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that that a c t i v i t y  be c o n d u c t e d  in a m a n n e r  that

23 p r o t e c t s  the e n v i r o n m e n t  an d  u t i l i z e s  the s t a t e’s w o r k  force to the m a x i m u m

24 exte n t  possible,

25 C O P I E S  of this r e s o l u t i o n  s h all b e  sent to the H o n o r a b l e  D o n a l d  Hodel,

26 S e c r e t a r y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of t h e  I n t e r i o r ;  to t he H o n o r a b l e  J. B e n n e t t

27 Johnston, C h a i r m a n  of the S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  E n e r g y  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;

28 to the H o n o r a b l e  M o r r i s  K. U d a l l ,  C h a i r m a n  of the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n

29 I n t e r i o r  a nd I n s u l a r  A f f airs; a n d  to t he H o n o r a b l e  T e d  Stevens an d  the
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1 Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S.

2 Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 0 / 8 7  5 - 0 1 8 0 A
R e f e r r e d :  O i l  & Gas and R e s o u r c e s

B Y  S T U R G U L E W S K I , FISCH E R ,  A B 0 0 D
1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  U E H L I N G  A N D  K E L L Y

2 S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 7

3 IN  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to oil a n d  g as e x p l oration,

6 d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a nd p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

7 A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f uge, Alaska.

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  the U n i t e d  States C o n g r e s s  h a s  r e s e r v e d  the r i ght to p e r m i t

10 f u r t h e r  oil a nd gas exploration, d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  the

11 c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of the A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge, A l a s k a ;  and

12 W H E R E A S  the oil industry, the state, a n d  th e  U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of the

13 I n t e r i o r  c o n s i d e r  the coastal p l a i n  to h a v e  the h i g h e s t  p o t e n t i a l  for

14 d i s c o v e r y  of v e r y  large oil and gas a c c u m u l a t i o n s  on the c o n t i n e n t  of N o r t h

15 A m e r i c a ;  and

16 W H E R E A S  a d e c i s i o n  to p e r m i t  o i l  a nd g as e x p l o r a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and

17 p r o d u c t i o n  on  the c o a stal p l a i n  of t h e  r e f u g e  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  the v a l u e  and

18 f a c i l i t a t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of h i g h l y  p r o m i s i n g  s t a t e - o w n e d  t i d e l a n d  and

19 f e d e r a l l y - o w n e d  o u t e r - c o n t i n e n t a l - s h e l f  l a n d  o f f s h o r e  of the refuge; and

20 W H E R E A S  the fa c i l i t i e s  that a r e  d e v e l o p e d  to tr a n s p o r t  p e t r o l e u m

21 r e s o u r c e s  d i s c o v e r e d  on the coastal p l a i n  o f  the r e f u g e  to t he T r a n s - A l a s k a

22 P i p e l i n e  S y s t e m  may a l l o w  m a r g i n a l  d i s c o v e r i e s  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  the r e f u g e

23 a n d  the p i p e l i n e  to be d e v e l o p e d  a nd p r o d u c e d ,  a n d  m a y  p r o l o n g  the e c o n o m i c

24 life of the p i p e l i n e ;  and

25 W H E R E A S  oil a nd gas e x p l o r a t i o n  a nd d e v e l o p m e n t  of the c o a s t a l  p l a i n

26 of the refu g e  and a d j a c e n t  land c o u l d  r e s u l t  in  m a j o r  d i s c o v e r i e s  that

27 w o u l d  r e d u c e  o u r  n a t i o n ' s  future n e e d s  for i m p o r t e d  oil, h e l p  b a l a n c e  the

28 n a t i o n ' s  trade deficit, a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e  t he n a t i o n ' s  security;

29 a nd
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#

1 W H E R E A S  8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  of the 19,000,000 acres of the r e fuge h a v e  a l ready

2 b e e n  set a s i d e  as w i l d e r n e s s ;  and

3 W H E R E A S  the 1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 - a c r e  coastal p l a i n  of  the r e f u g e  c o m p rises only

4 eight p e r c e n t  of the refuge, and the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the o il a nd gas

5 r e s e r v e s  in the r e f u g e ' s  coastal p l a i n  w o u l d  affe c t  an  e v e n  s m a l l e r

6 p e r c e n t a g e  o f  the refuge; and

7 W H E R E A S  the o il i n d u s t r y  has s h o w n  at P r u d h o e  Bay, as w ell as at other

8 lo c a t i o n s  a l o n g  the A r c t i c  c o a stal plain, that it c a n  s a f e l y  conduct oil

9 an d  gas a c t i v i t y  w i t h o u t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t i n g  t he e n v i r o n m e n t  o r  w i l d l i f e

10 p o p u l a t i o n s ;

11 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the C o n g r e s s  of

12 the U n i t e d  S t ates is u r g e d  to ope n  the c o a stal p l a i n  of t he A r c t i c  N a t i o n a l

13 W i l d l i f e  Refuge, A l a ska, to e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  oil and gas e x p l o­

it ration, d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a nd production.

15 C O P I E S  of  this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  D o n a l d  Hodel,

16 S e c r e t a r y  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of the Interior; to the H o n o r a b l e  J. Bennett

17 Jo h n s t o n ,  C h a i r m a n  of the Senate C o m m i t t e e  on E n e r g y  a nd N a t u r a l  Resources;

18 to the H o n o r a b l e  M o r r i s  K. Udall, C h a i r m a n  of  the H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on

19 I n t e r i o r  and I n s u l a r  Affairs; and to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e vens an d  the

20 H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  U.S. Senators, and the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Young, U.S.

21 R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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