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P r p s e n t  Si£Jlafc-°—
r— " ^ ^ T o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  A l a s k a  g e n e r a l l y  o f f e r s  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n a d e q u a t e  

1 es itioJi b e t w e e n  s c h o o l  a n d  work. Y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h o  a t t e m p t  to g o  f r o m  h i g h  

s c h o o l  to tfork t 0° o f t e n  fail to f i n d  j o b s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  e i t h e r  l a c k  t r a i n i n g  

or basic e m p l o y a b i l i t y  s k i lls.

As the N a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  on E x c e l l e n c e  in  E d u c a t i o n  p u t  it: " M o r e  a n d  m ore 

y o u n g  p e o p l e  e m e r g e  f r o m  h i g h  s c h o o l  r e a d y  n e i t h e r  f or c o l l e g e  n o r  for work.

T h i s  p r e d i c a m e n t  b e c o m e s  m o r e  a c u t e  as t h e  k n o w l e d g e  b a s e  c o n t i n u e s  its r a pid

e x p a n s i o n ,  the n u m b e r  of t r a d i t i o n a l  j o b s  s h r i n k ,  a n d  n e w  j o b s  d e m a n d  g r e a t e r  

s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n . "

As Kay R. W h i t m o r e ,  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  for E a s t m a n  K o d a k  C o m p a n y  

said: " The b o t t o m  l i n e  h e r e . . . w e  n e e d  to s h o w  o u r  t r o u b l e d  t e e n a g e r s  that 

t h e r e  is a p a y o f f  for s t a y i n g  in s c h ool. T h a t  m e a n s  n o t  o n l y  i m p r o v e d  g u i d a n c e  

c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  t he e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of m e n t o r i n g  p r o g r a m s . . . It  m e a n s  d e v e l o p i n g  

m e a n i n g f u l  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e s  for t h e s e  y o u n g s t e r s  i n  c l o s e  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e i r  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m . "

W h i l e  s c h o o l s  g e n e r a l l y  o f f e r  v o c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  

skills, s u c h  as w e l d i n g ,  s m a l l  e n g i n e  r e p a i r  a n d  w o o d  w o r k i n g ,  s t u d i e s  s h o w  

t hat e m p l o y e r s  m u c h  p r e f e r  y o u n g  w o r k e r s  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  b a s i c  s k i l l s  in 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  c o m p u t a t i o n ,  a n d  s o c i a l  a n d  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  a r e a s .  In o t h e r  

words, e m p l o y e r s  w o u l d  r a t h e r  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  p r o v i d e  t h e m  w i t h  w o r k e r s  

t h e y  c an train, w h o  c a n  l e a r n  t h e  j o b  t h e y  w e r e  h i r e d  for, a n d  w h o  g e t  a l o n g

w e l l  w i t h  c o w o r k e r s  a n d  c u s t o m e r s .  P a r t  o f  the p r o b l e m  is t h a t  e m p l o y e r s  do

no t  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e i r  n e e d s  to p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  do n o t  seek 

the a d v i c e  of e m p l o y e r s .

C o m p o u n d i n g  t h i s  p r o b l e m ' i s  a l a c k  of  c o o r d i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  and 

the u n i v e r s i t y - s y s t e m .  - - ----- - — ----- ----------------- ------

T h e  Goal

S C R  57 c r e a t e s  a f o r m a l  p r o c e s s  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a d i r e c t  l i n e  of  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  s c h o o l s  to  (1) p r o d u c e  a l i s t  of  s k i l l s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  ;?ajor A l a s k a  e m p l o y e r s  b e l i e v e  h i g h  school 

g r a d u a t e s  n e e d  t o  "land a n d  k e e y  u job; (2) d e v e l o p  a c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n s  that 

schools, b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  p e r h a p s  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  t ake i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a nd 

c o l l e c t i v e l y  to a s s u r e  t h a t  all s t u d e n t s  a c q u i r e  t h e s e  s k i l l s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a b i l i t i e s ;  a n d  (3) m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  h o w  to r e s t r u c t u r e  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  p r o v i d e  m i n o r i t y ,  p o o r  a n d  o t h e r  " h i g h  risk" 

s t u d e n t s ,  w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  m o t i v a t i o n  to g r a d u a t e  f r o m  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  w i t h  s k i l l s  t h e y  n e e d  to l e a d  a s u c c e s s f u l  life.

O n  a b r o a d e r  l e v e l ,  S C R  57 aim s  to b u i l d  a n  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  r e s p o n s i v e  to the 

larg e r  e c o n o m i c  g o a l s  of  th e  state: a s t a b l e  e c o n o m y ;  a c a p a b l e  a n d  s t e a d y  

A l a s k a n  w o r k  f o r c e ;  w o r k e r s  c a p a b l e  of d e a l i n g  w i t h  P a c i f i c  R i m  c l i e n t s ;  a n d  a 

c o n c e r t e d  s t a t e w i d e  e f f o r t  to g i v e  job p r e f e r e n c e  to A l a s k a n s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

t r a i n e d  f o r  the A l a s k a  w o r k  force. '

The Five P h a s e  P r o c e s s

A f i v e - p h a s e  p r o c e s s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  the f o l l o w i n g  a c t i o n s :

1. T h e  b l u e  r i b b o n  t a s k  f o rce c o m p o s e d  o f  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  

c o n v e n e  to e x p l o r e  n e w  a p p r o a c h e s  to b e t t e r  p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s  to s u c c e e d  in 

the w o r k  p l a c e .  T h i s  m e e t i n g  is d e s i g n e d  to b u i l d  C E O  c o m m i t m e n t  t o w a r d  

the p r o j e c t .

l o c a l  H i r e  A n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  T h r o u g h  I m p r o v e m e n t  Of

S c h o o l / B u s i n e s s  P a r t n e r s h i p s



Local H i r e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  ( C o n t i n u e d ) P a g e  2

2. A g r o u p  of p e r s o n n e l  m a n a g e r s  a n d  job s u p e r v i s o r s  of l a r g e r  c o m p a n i e s  

( e a c h  of w h o m  r e p r e s e n t s  a t a s k  force m e m b e r )  a n d  o w n e r s  of  s m a l l e r  

c o m p a n i e s  wil l  m e e t  to i d e n t i f y  the s k i l l s  t h a t  A l a s k a  h i g h  s c h o o l  

g r a d u a t e s  n e e d  to m a k e  t h e m  e m p l o y a b l e  for A l a s k a ' s  b u s i n e s s e s .  T h i s  

g r o u p  w i l l  (1) i d e n t i f y  t h e  typ e  of w o r k  f o r c e  b u s i n e s s e s  n e e d  to 

s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p e t e  in t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e ;  (2) i d e n t i f y  ways in w h i c h  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s  a n d  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  in p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  b u s i n e s s ,  c a n  

a c c o m m o d a t e  the i d eas d e v e l o p e d  by t he t a s k  f o rce; a n d  (3) i d e n t i f y  w a y s  

to b r e a k  the c y c l e  o f  f a i l u r e  o f  m i n o r i t y ,  p o o r  a nd o t h e r  h i g h  r i s k  

s t u d e n t s ,  and to m a k e  t h e m  c o n t r i b u t i n g  m e m b e r s  of t h e  e c o n o m y .

3. A g r o u p  of  e d u c a t o r s  w i l l  c o n v e n e  to r e s p o n d  to t h e  f i n d i n g s  f r o m  the 

m e e t i n g  of  p e r s o n n e l  m a n a g e r s  a n d  a s s e s s  h o w  to r e s t r u c t u r e  s c h o o l s  to 

m e e t  the e c o n o m i c  n e e d s  o f  A l a s k a .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  by a v a r i e t y  of  

m e t h o d s ,  suc h  as r e t o o l i n g  c u r r i c u l u m s .

4. E d u c a t o r s  a n d  e m p l o y e r s  w i l l  m e e t  to n e g o t i a t e  a n  a g r e e m e n t  a n d  

m e t h o d s  for i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .

5. A w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  an d  d e t a i l s  of e m p l o y e r  n e e d s  a n d  

a c t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to i m p l e m e n t  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  to the L e g i s l a t u r e .
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Referred: Health, E d u c a t i o n  a n d
Soci a l  S e r v i c e s  and F i n a n c e

Introduced: 3/23/88 5 - 2 0 9 8 A

1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  TH E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

2 S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 57 am

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of local

6 hir e  t h r o u g h  i m p r o v e d  c o o p e r a t i o n

7 b e t w e e n  e m p l o y e r s  a nd schools.

8 BE  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

9 W H E R E A S  m a n y  e m p l o y e r s  in the state b e l i e v e  that p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n

10 c o u l d  i m p r o v e  the p r o c e s s  of p r e p a r i n g  s t u d e n t s  for p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e

11 e m p l o y m e n t ;  and

12 W H E R E A S  if r e s i d e n t s  of the state d o  n o t  p o s s e s s  the b a s i c  s k ills

13 n e c e s s a r y  for s u c c e s s f u l  e m p l o y m e n t ,  the g o als of local h i r e  a n d  a s t r o n g e r

14 state e c o n o m y  are d i f f i c u l t  to a c h ieve; and

15 W H E R E A S  it is the e m p l o y e r  w h o  is best i n f o r m e d  r e g a r d i n g  the e d uca-

16 tio n  a nd t r a i n i n g  that is d e s i r e d  in a n e w  em p l o y e e ;  and

17 W H E R E A S  e m p l o y e r s  in the s t a t e  rel y  u p o n  the p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m

18 to p r o v i d e  the s k i l l e d  w o r k e r  of the future;

19 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the G o v e r n o r  is

20 r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  the S t ate B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  to c o n v e n e  a

21 tas k  f o rce of A l a s k a  e m p l o y e r s  f or the p u r p o s e  of d e t e r m i n i n g  the s p e c i f i c

22 c h a n g e s  or  i m p r o v e m e n t s  that s h o u l d  be m a d e  to the s y s t e m  of p u b l i c  educ a -

23 tio n  in  o r d e r  to b e t t e r  p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s  for e m p l o y m e n t  in  the state; a n d

24 be it

25 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the t a s k  force p r o c e s s  shall i n c l u d e  a b r o a d

26 cross s e c t i o n  of A l a s k a  e m p l o y e r s  and p e o p l e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for e l e m e n t a r y ,

27 s e c o ndary, and p o s t s e c o n d a r y  ed u c a t i o n ;  a nd be  it

28 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t

29 the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of e d u c a t i o n  to repo r t  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t he t a s k

SC R 0 5 7 b  -1- S C R  57 a m



1 force fo r  i m p r o v i n g  the s t ate s y s t e m  of p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  to the

2 S e s s i o n  of the S i x t e e n t h  A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  by J a n u a r y  31, 1989

Fi rst



I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 2 3 / 8 8  5 - 2 0 9 8 A
R e f e r r e d :  H e a lth, E d u c a t i o n  and

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  F i n a n c e

1 IN  T H E  S E N A T E  -I T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

2 S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 57

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5. R e l a t i n g  to the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of local

6 h i r e  t h r o u g h  i m p r o v e d  c o o p e r a t i o n

7 b e t w e e n  e m p l o y e r s  and schools.

8 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SKA:

9 W H E R E A S  m a n y  e m p l o y e r s  i n  the s t ate b e l i e v e  that p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n

10 c o u l d  i m p r o v e  the p r o c e s s  of p r e p a r i n g  s t u d e n t s  f o r  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e

11 e m p l o y m e n t ;  and

12 W H E R E A S  if r e s i d e n t s  of the s t a t e  do not p o s s e s s  the b a s i c  s k ills

13 n e c e s s a r y  for s u c c e s s f u l  e m p l o y m e n t ,  the goals of l o cal h i r e  a n d  a s t r o n g e r

14 s t a t e  e c o n o m y  are d i f f i c u l t  to achieve; a n d

15 W H E R E A S  it is the e m p l o y e r  w ho is b e s t  i n f o r m e d  r e g a r d i n g  the educa-

16 t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  that is d e s i r e d  in a n e w  e m p l oyee; and

17 W H E R E A S  e m p l o y e r s  i n  the s t ate rely u p o n  t he p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m

18 to p r o v i d e  the s k i l l e d  w o r k e r  of the future;

19 BE IT R E S O L V E D  by t he A l a s k a  S t ate L e g i s l a t u r e  t hat the G o v e r n o r  is

20 r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  the S t a t e  B o a r d  of E d u c a t i o n  to c o n v e n e  a

21 t a s k  f o r c e  of  A l a s k a  e m p l o y e r s  for the p u r p o s e  of  d e t e r m i n i n g  the s p e c i f i c

22 c h a n g e s  or i m p r o v e m e n t s  that s h o u l d  be  m a d e  to the s y s t e m  of p u b l i c  educa-

23 t i o n  in o r d e r  to b e t t e r  p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t  in the state; and

24 be  it

25 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the t ask force p r o c e s s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a b r o a d

26 c r o s s  s e c t i o n  of A l a s k a  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  p e o p l e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for e l e m e n t a r y ,

27 s e c o n d a r y ,  a nd p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n ;  a n d  be it

28 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t

29 t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  of e d u c a t i o n  to r e p o r t  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of the task
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f o rce f o r  i m p r o v i n g  the s t ate s y s t e m  of p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  to the First 

S e s s i o n  of t h e  S i x t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  by J a n u a r y  31, 1989.
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