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1 IN THE SENATE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
2 HOUSE CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 34 (S ta te  A f f a i r s )
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
5 Re la t ing  to the establishment o f  a
6 commission on A laskan-Soviet r e la t i o n s .
7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
8 WHEREAS the United States and the Soviet Union, recognizing the de-
9 s i r e s  o f  the c i t iz en s  o f t h e i r  coun tr ie s , signed an agreement in  1986

10 encouraging peop le -to -peop le  exchanges between the two countr ies ; and
11 WHEREAS the United States and the Soviet Union have signed a medical
12 research agreement giving the Un ive rs i ty  o f  Alaska the re sp o n s ib i l i t y  and
13 au tho r i ty  to teach, develop, research , and coordinate circumpolar in te re s ts
14 between the United States and the S ibe r ian  branch o f  the Academy o f  Medical
15 Sciences in  the Soviet Union; and
16 WHEREAS the United States and Sovie t Union agreed in  December 1987 to
17 e s ta b l ish  b i l a t e r a l  groups to work on A rc t ic  issues ; and
18 WHEREAS Alaskans and the Soviet Union are each seeking c lo se r  t ie s
19 with the other as evidenced by the t r a v e l  o f  A laska's Performers f o r  Peace
20 to the Soviet Union, by the e f f o r t s  o f  c i t iz en s  o f  Alaska and o f  the Soviet
21 Union to bring S iberians to the S t. Lawrence Is land  Whaling F e s t iv a l and
22 the Eskimo-Indian Olympics, and by the agreement o f  the Soviet Union to
23 consider p roposa ls f o r  a i r l i n e  t r a f f i c  between Alaska and S ib e r ia ;  and
24 WHEREAS i t  would be consis ten t with and supportive o f  the e f f o r t s  o f
25 the United States and the Soviet Union to improve understanding between the
26 two countries to stimulate t r a v e l ,  t rade , and c u ltu ra l and s c ie n t i f i c
27 exchange between Alaska and S ib e r ia ; and
28 WHEREAS achievement o f  these goals w i l l  be dependent in part upon a
29 continuing e f f o r t  by Alaskans to id e n t i fy  f u l l y  these sp e c i f ic  ob jec t ives
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1 so that they may be pursued through appropriate channels;
2 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State L eg is la tu re  re sp e c t fu l ly  requests
3 the Governor to appoint a nine person commission on A laska-Sovie t re la t io n s
4 to exp lore and id e n t i fy  areas o f  mutually b e n e f ic ia l  in te rac t ion s  and to
5 prepare findings and recommendations f o r  the Governor and the le g i s la tu r e ;
6 and be i t
7 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor i s  requested to make appointments
8 to the commission from government, c iv ic ,  academic, c u l t u ra l ,  and business
9 leaders o f  the s ta te ;  and be i t

10 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor i s  requested to in s t ru c t  the com-
11 m ission to examine the c u l t u ra l  and h i s t o r i c a l  r e la t io n sh ip  o f  Alaska to
12 the Soviet Union and to inves t ig a te  areas o f  mutually b en e f ic ia l
13 re la t io n sh ip s  between the people o f  the s ta te  and our S iberian neighbors;
14 and be i t
15 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor i s  requested to d ire c t  the commis-
16 s ion to repo rt  i t s  findings and recommendations to the Governor and le g is -
17 la tu re  by Ju ly  1, 1989.
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STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R 7TH FLOOR FRONTIER BUILDING 3601C STREET, SUITE 798 ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503-5934 PHONE: (907) 561-5585OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE

February 4, 1988

Senator WlI Ile Hensley 
Senate Finance Committee 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Hensley:

I wanted to take this opportunity to express my support for 
SCR 34 relating to the establishment of a commission on 
Alaska-Soviet relations. I specifically wanted to applaud t he 
statesman like approach that you have taken toward our great 
neighbor. To have the wisdom to see a diplomatic window 
opening and the courage to pursue endeavors through such a 
window Is a very positive event.

I support the clear Intent of the resolution which Is to 
push for Increased trade and cultural relations with the 
Soviet Far East. If you successfully proceed with this 
resolution I trust that as many Interested parties as 
possible will have the opportunity to participate In the 
formulation of our state's goals and objectives regarding 
Alaska and Soviet relations.

If I can be of any assistance to you In any capacity please 
do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely

DI rector



STEVE CO W PER , G O V E R N O R

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N  g o l d b e l t p l a c e
801 WEST 10th STREET 
POUCHF

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811

F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 8

The H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m  L .  H e n s l e y
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e
P . O .  Box V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  H e n s l e y :

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  4 8  wh ic h  r e l a t e s  t o  
t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  A l a s k a n  and S o v i e t  e x c h a n g e s  t h a t  y o u  and S e n a t o r s  J o s e p h s o n ,  
S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  B i n k l e y ,  D u n c a n ,  and Z h a r o f f  a r e  s p o n s o r i n g .

O p e n i n g  t h e  b o r d e r  b e tw e e n  A l a s k a  and S i b e r i a  t o  a i r  t r a v e l ,  t r a d e ,  c u l t u r a l  
and s c i e n t i f i c  e x c h a n g e s  w i l l  s e n d  a p ow e r f u l  s i g n a l  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  
t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  l e a d e r s  o f  b o t h  n a t i o n s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and t h e  S o v i e t  
U n i o n ,  a r e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  and  i n d e e d  w i l l i n g  t o  work 
t o g e t h e r  t o  a d d r e s s  common i s s u e s  t h a t  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  f a c e .

C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  e x c h a n g e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  
e n h a n c e  o u r  k n ow l e d g e  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t em  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  n o r t h  e s p e c i a l l y  
a s i t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  m i n o r i t y  p e o p l e s  o f  wh ich  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  
tw en ty  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .

C anada and t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  have e n j o y e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  In f a c t ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r am  f o r  t h e  C a n a d i a n  I n u i t  
o f  n o r t h e r n  Q u e b e c  i s  m o d e l e d  a f t e r  a t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r am  d e v e l o p e d  i n  
t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .  Th e  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r am  p r o m o t e s  t h e  u s e  o f  a N a t i v e  
l a n g u a g e  a s  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e .  We can  l e a r n  much f r om  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  
t h e  a r e a  o f  e d u c a t i n g  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s  whose  c u l t u r e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  b a s e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  t h a t  t h e y  a t t e n d .

An i n f o r m a l  g r o u p  o f  c i r c u m p o l a r  n o r t h e r n  e d u c a t o r s  o r g a n i z e d  a s  t h e  S t e e r i n g  
C omm i t t e e  f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C r o s s - C u l t u r a l  E d u c a t i o n  S em i n a r  S e r i e s  i n  t h e  
C i r c u m p o l a r  N o r t h  h a s  o r g a n i z e d  s e m i n a r s  i n  A l a s k a ,  G r e e n l a n d ,  N o rway ,  and 
Canada f o r  t h e  l a s t  tw en ty  y e a r s .  I n  f a c t ,  I b e l i e v e  y o u  and Bob A r n o l d  w e r e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  m e e t i n g  w h i c h  f o rm e d  t h e  g r o u p  i n  M o n t r e a l ,  Q u e b e c  
in t h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 s .  The  s e m i n a r s  have p r o v i d e d  a means f o r  l e a r n i n g  how 
i n d i g e n o u s  m i n o r i t i e s  f r om  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  p e r c e i v e d  and a p p r o a c h e d  
common p r o b l e m s  In  e d u c a t i o n a l  and r e l a t e d  s o c i a l  m a t t e r s .  F i n l a n d ,  Sw eden ,  
No rway , G r e e n l a n d ,  C a n a d a ,  and A l a s k a  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  s e m i n a r  s e r i e s



t h a t  were h e l d  i n  I q a l u i t ,  B a f f i n  I s l a n d ,  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  C a n a d a .  
P a r t i c i p a n t s  f r om  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  e a c h  s e m i n a r  s e r i e s ,  b u t  s o  
f a r  we have n o t  had t h e  p l e a s u r e  and b e n e f i t  o f  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

As a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  I q a l u i t ,  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  I was
s e l e c t e d  a s  c h a i r p e r s o n  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  a m e e t i n g  o f  M i n i s t e r s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a .  P l a n s  f o r  t h a t  m e e t i n g  a r e  i n  t h e i r  f i n a l  s t a g e s ,  and t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  w i l l  be t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  m e e t i n g s .  The m e e t i n g  
d a t e s  a r e  May 1 6 - 1 8 ,  1 9 8 8 .  Th e  f o c u s  w i l l  be on r u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  and 
e d u c a t i o n a l  t e c h n o l o g y .  T h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  we may have  S o v i e t  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  R e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w h i c h  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  few days 
i n d i c a t e  p r o g r e s s  i n  s e c u r i n g  S o v i e t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

L a s t  D e c em b e r  we became aware o f  a p r i v a t e  i n i t i a t i v e  s p e a r h e a d e d  by J i m  
S t i m p l e ,  a Nome r e a l t o r ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  f r i e n d s h i p  and t r a d e  t i e s  b e tw een  Nome, 
A l a s k a  and P r o v i d e n i y a ,  U . S . S . R .  M r .  S t i m p l e  i n f o rm e d  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Nome P . T . A .  h a d  e n d o r s e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  t e a c h e r  and s t u d e n t  
e x c h a n g e s  b e tw e e n  Nome and P r o v i d e n i y a .  The mayo r  o f  P r o v i d e n i y a  w r o t e  a warm 
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Nome s a y i n g ,  "We have common i n t e r e s t s :  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  c l e a n  w a t e r  and s h o r e s  o f  C h u k o t k a  and A l a s k a :  t h e
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  f l o r a  and f a u n a  o f  t h e  N o r t h  and n a t u r a l  r i c h e s .  We c an  and
m u s t  c o l l a b o r a t e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e c o n om y ,  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  s c i e n c e ,  
c u l t u r e ,  a nd  s p o r t s .  We m u s t  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  o n e  a n o t h e r  and m e e t  mo re  
o f t e n :  b ecome m o r e  f r i e n d l y  and d e v e l o p  c omm e r i c a l  t i e s . "

T h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  am p l e  i n t e r e s t  and w i l l i n g n e s s  f r om  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  
B e r i n g  Sea t o  i n i t i a t e  e x c h a n g e s  wh ic h  can  b e  o f  m u tu a l  b e n e f i t  t o  b o t h  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .



U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a . F a i r b a n k s
Box 900111 Fairbanks, Alaska 99775-0120

FEB 3 1988 February 1 , 1988

Senator W illiam  L. Hensley 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Hensley,
Thank you fo r  sending copies o f Senate Jo in t Resolution No.48 

urging President Reagan to give continued support to A laska-Soviet 
re la t io n s , including opening the A laska-S iberia border, and Senate 
concurrent Resolu tion No.34 urging Governor Cowper to es tab lish  a 
commission to id e n t ify  the ob jec tives o f these re la t io n s .

I  am pleased indeed to see th is  in i t ia t iv e ,  and would be happy 
to help in  whatever way I  might to support th e ir adoption by the 
Leg is la tu re  and th e ir  implementation.

Let me exp lain why I  consider these re so lu tion s  so app rop ria te , 
tim e ly , and important to A laska. On any globe Alaska is  s t i l l  
obviously the pa rt o f the New World th a t ' lin k s  with the Old. Indeed 
fo r  Alaska Natives, even a l l  Native Americans (whose ancestors a l l  
were once Alaska Natives a ls o ) Alaska was the crossroads o f the 
hemispheres. Since 1948, however, the world a t our la t itu d e s  has 
become again as though f l a t ,  with Alaska a t the edge, beyond which 
i t  i s  impossible to go, a dead end. This Cold War c losu re o f the 
border d is to r ts  our perspective o f our p lace in  the world, in  a way 
that severe ly lim its  our p o te n t ia l. The e f fe c t  is  even more 
detrim ental fo r  one group o f Alaskans, the Eskimos o f the Bering 
S t ra i t  region and S t. Lawrence Is land  p a r t ic u la r ly , who are cut o f f  
from th e ir kinsmen on the Soviet s id e , by a b a rr ie r l i k e  a B e r lin  
W all without gates.

Because o f my concern fo r  the su rv iv a l o f Alaska Native languages, 
I  have been pe rsona lly  involved since 1971 in  e f fo r t s  to a llow  the 
resumption o f the t ra d it io n a l v i s i t s  by Alaskan and S iberian Eskimos 
to each o the r, and fo r  that purpose have t r ie d  to le a rn  as much as 
I  could about the s itu a tion  o f Eskimos on the Soviet s ide . Only now, 
with the e f fo r t s  o f so many culm inating in  the Reagan-Gorbachev 
summit agreement on the genera l p rin c ip le s  o f US-Soviet A rctic
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re la t io n s , am I  op tim istic  that these v i s i t s  may soon be possib le 
again. I t  remains fo r  me a high p r io r i t y  to pursue th is  goa l, 
and I  would persona lly  hope to be o f some serv ice as a source o f 
in form ation e sp ec ia lly  in  th is  connection, and a lso  in the la rg e r 
perspective , which I  recognize , o f cu ltu ra l^  economic, and s c ie n t i f ic  
exchange and tra v e l as stated so w e ll in  the re so lu tion s you are 
submitting. I  c e rta in ly  hope these gain a favo rab le  response in  
our le g is la tu re , in  the in te re s t o f Alaskans quite g ene ra lly , as 
w e ll as the Eskimo people in  p a rt ic u la r .

S incere ly

Michael E. Krauss 
P ro fe sso r
D ire c to r , Alaska Native Language Center 
U n ive rs ity  o f Alaska Fairbanks 
College o f L ib e ra l Arts

MKrhh
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U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e

January 22, 1988

The Honorable William L. Hensley 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811
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-s I'w C .

Dear Willie:

Thanks for writing and having your assistant, Bob Arnold, call my 
office In Juneau to let me know of your interest in increasing mutually 
beneficial interactions between Alaska and the Soviet Union.

This is something I've been working toward from several different 
angles. For instance, I've taken steps to express my support for the 
proposal the build an electrical transmission line that would link the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union via Alaska and Siberia.

I brought this proposal to Howard Baker's attention shortly before the 
Summit last month. Although the main focus of Reagan and Gorbachev's 
Summit was the nuclear arms treaty on Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF),
I asked that the proposal put forward by Global Energy Network Interna­
tional (GENI) be given attention and I expect they will consider it as part 
of the commitment to work toward more cooperation in the Arctic.

I support your efforts to send a clear message from the Alaska State 
Senate and Legislature that Alaskans want to reap the full advantages of 
our proximity to the Soviet Union and that we see great potential in the 
future enhancement of travel, trade, and scientific and cultural exchanges.

In establishing a 9 member commission on Alaskan-Soviet relations, 
however, the State will necessarily have to work closely with foreign 
policy-makers at the Federal level as the States are prohibited from 
developing their own foreign policy. As Alaska's senior representative in 
the Federal government, I offer my assistance in promoting these inter­
actions and I will continue my efforts to develop Alaska's ties with our 
Soviet neighbors.

Thanks again for bringing your resolutions to my attention, 
forward to working closely with you and the State on this.

With best wishes,

I look
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January 16, 1988

Senator Willy Hensley
Alaska State Legislature , ...
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senator Hensley:

I am writing this letter in support of Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 34 entitled "Relating to the establishment 
of a commission on Alaska-Soviet relations" and for 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 48 "Relating to the promotion 
of Alaskan and Soviet Exchanges".

There is no doubt in my mind of the importance of these 
resolutions which address our Siberian neighbors to 
encourage closer cooperation and relationships with them. 
These are times of historic importance to both the United 
States and the USSR and it is only appropriate that 
Alaska be highly profiled in future agreements and 
bi-lateral relationships affecting our lives and that of 
our children.

History has created a unique role for Alaska to be not 
only actively involved in the future destiny of the 
arctic but also to be a world class model of how well our 
countries can work together.

The USSR has some interaction will all of the countries 
on its borders except for Alaska. It is unconscionable 
that our small population of under one half million 
people has no positive relationship with the thirty five 
million people that are our immediate neighbors just 
across the Bering Strait.

These resolutions are positive first steps towards 
correcting that situation and I salute you and your 
Senate collegues, Senators Josephson, Sturgulewski,
Bin!:) , Duncan and Zharoff for your insight and global 
perspectives in sponsoring them.

I look forward to working with you and your collegues in 
the frt’ire on improving our relationships with our 
Siberian neighbors.

Sincerely, .

Thc-'>'1 vT r^la,MD,KPH 
Dir- /



M E M B E R  O F T H E  UNITED STATES C H A M B E R  OF  C O M M E R C E

N o m e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e
Post Office Box 251, Nome, Alaska 99762

January 18, 1988

Alaska State Senate
William L. Hensley «.\m  9 M ’:Q8o
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 
99811

Dear Willie;

Thank you for introducing Senate Joint Resolution No. 48, Relating 
to the promotion of Alaskan and Soviet exchanges, and Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 34,' Relating to the establishment of a commission on 
Alaskan-Soviet relations.

As Chairman of the Committee for Cooperation, Commerce, and Peace, the 
Nome Chamber of Co m m e r c e ,’I support these resolutions and endorse 
your effort and the members of the Senate who have sponsored these 
Resolutions, Sen. Josephson, Sturgulewski, Binkley, Duncan, and Zharoff.

Enclosed is a letter my wife, Bernadette Alvanna-Stimpfle just received 
from Gluhih Margarita Sergeevna; an Eskimo woman living in Siberia, 
just across from us in the Bering Strait, this letter says to all 
Alaskans the true meaning of restoring the open border between Alaska 
and the Soviet Far East,

We in Nome will be organizing our cultural flights from Nome to Provid­
eniya in small groups with the local air carriers. We will submit our 
first groups on Febuary 15, 1988 to the required State Dept, and Soviet 
officials. Enclosed are the Aircraft Bntry Requirements of the Soviet 
Union: We invite all Alaskans to participate in up coming friendship 
and goodwill visits.

Copies of these Resolutions No,48 & 34 have been sent to officials in 
Provideniya, and I am awaiting the names of officials in Magadan Oblast. 
We have heard that the Nome to Provideniya exchanges have been discussed 
in Khabarevsk.

Chairman, Committee fo r  Cooperation, Commerce, and Peace
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Orig ina l sponsors: Hensley, Josephson,Sturgulewski, et a l .

1 IN THE SENATE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
2 HOUSE CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 34 (S ta te  A f f a i r s )
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
5 Re la t ing  to the establishment o f  a
6 commission on A laskan-Soviet r e la t i o n s .
7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
8 WHEREAS the United States and the Soviet Union, recognizing the de-
9 s ire s  o f  the c it izen s  o f  t h e i r  coun tr ie s , signed an agreement in  1986

10 encouraging peop le -to -peop le exchanges between the two coun tr ie s ; and
11 WHEREAS the United States and the Sovie t Union have signed a medical
12 research agreement giving the Un ive rs ity  o f  Alaska the r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and
13 au tho r ity  to teach, develop, research , and coordinate circumpolar in te re s ts
14 between the United States and the S iber ian  branch o f  the Academy o f  Medical
15 Sciences in the Soviet Union; and
16 WHEREAS the United States and Soviet Union agreed in  December 1987 to
17 e s tab l ish  b i l a t e r a l  groups to work on A rc t ic  issues ; and
18 WHEREAS Alaskans and the Soviet Union are each seeking c lo se r  t ie s
19 with the other as evidenced by the t r a v e l  o f  A laska's Performers f o r  Peace
20 to the Soviet Union, by the e f f o r t s  o f c i t iz e n s  o f Alaska and o f  the Soviet
21 Union to bring S iberians to the S t. Lawrence Is land  Whaling F e s t iv a l and
22 the Eskimo-Indian Olympics, and by the agreement o f  the Soviet Union to
23 consider proposa ls f o r  a i r l i n e  t r a f f i c  between Alaska and S ib e r ia ;  and
24 WHEREAS i t  would be consistent with and supportive o f  the e f f o r t s  o f
25 the United States and the Soviet Union to improve understanding between the
26 two countries to stimu late t r a v e l ,  t rade , and c u l tu ra l  and s c ie n t i f i c
27 exchange between Alaska and S ib e r ia ;  and
28 WHEREAS achievement o f these goals w i l l  be dependent in  pa rt upon a
29 continuing e f f o r t  by Alaskans to id e n t i fy  f u l l y  these sp e c i f ic  ob jec t ives

SC R 0 3 4 B - 1 - H CS S CR 34(SA)



1 so that they may be pursued through appropriate channels;
2 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State L eg is la tu re  r e s p e c t fu l ly  requests
3 the Governor to appoint a nine person commission on A laska-Sovie t re la t io n s
4 to exp lore and id e n t i fy  areas o f  mutually b e n e f ic ia l  in te rac t ion s  and to
5 prepare findings and recommendations f o r  the Governor and the le g i s la tu r e ;
6 and be i t
7 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor i s  requested to make appointments
8 to the commission from government, c iv ic ,  academic, c u l t u r a l ,  and business
9 leaders o f  the s ta te ;  and be i t

10 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor i s  requested to in s t ru c t  the com-
11 mission to examine the c u l t u ra l  and h i s t o r i c a l  re la t io n sh ip  o f  Alaska to
12 the Soviet Union and to inves t ig a te  areas o f mutually b en e f ic ia l
13 re la t io n sh ip s  between the people o f  the s ta te  and our S iberian  neighbors;
14 and be i t
15 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor i s  requested to d ire c t  the commis-
16 s ion  to repo rt i t s  findings and recommendations to the Governor and le g is -
17 la tu re  by Ju ly  1, 1989.

H C S  S C R  3 4 (SA) -2- S C R 0 3 4 B



I nt r o d u c e d :  1/12/88
R e f e r r e d :  S t ate A f f a i r s

5 - 1 5 3 7 A

BY HENSLEY, JOSEPHSON, STURGULEWSKI,1 IN THE SENATE BINKLEY, DUNCAN, ZHAROFF
2 SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 34
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
5 Re la t ing  to  the establishment o f  a
6 commission on A laskan-Soviet r e la t i o n s .
7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
8 WHEREAS the United States and the Sovie t Union, recognizing the de-
9 s i re s  o f  the c i t iz en s  o f  th e i r  coun tr ie s , signed an agreement in  1986

10 encouraging peop le -to -peop le  exchanges between the two countr ies ; and
11 WHEREAS the United States and the Sovie t Union have signed a medical
12 research agreement giving the Un ive rs ity  o f  Alaska the r e sp o n s ib i l i t y  and
13 au tho r i ty  to teach, develop, research , and coord inate circumpolar in te re s ts
14 between the United States and the S ibe rian  branch o f  the Academy o f Medical
15 Sciences in the Soviet Union; and
16 WHEREAS the United States and Soviet Union agreed in  December 1987 to
17 e s ta b l is h  b i l a t e r a l  groups to work on A rc t ic  issues ; and
18 WHEREAS Alaskans and the Soviet Union are each seeking c lo se r  t ie s
19 with the other as evidenced by the t r a v e l  o f  A laska 's  Performers f o r  Peace
20 to the Soviet Union, by the e f f o r t s  o f  c i t iz e n s  o f  Alaska and o f  the Soviet
21 Union to b ring S iberians to the S t. Lawrence Is la nd  Whaling F e s t iv a l and
22 the Eskimo-Indian Olympics, and by the agreement o f  the Soviet Union to
23 consider p roposa ls f o r  a i r l i n e  t r a f f i c  between Alaska and S ib e r ia ; and
24 WHEREAS i t  would be consistent with and supportive o f  the e f f o r t s  o f
25 the United States and the Soviet Union to improve understanding between the
26 two countries to stimu late t r a v e l ,  t rade , and c u l tu ra l  and s c ie n t i f i c
27 exchange between Alaska and S ib e r ia ;  and
28 WHEREAS achievement o f  these goals w i l l  be dependent in  part upon a
29 continuing e f f o r t  by Alaskans to id e n t i fy  f u l l y  these sp ec i f ic  ob jec tives
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1 so that they may be pursued through appropriate channels;
2 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State L eg is la tu re  r e sp e c t fu l ly  requests
3 the Governor to appoint a nine person commission on A laska-Sovie t r e la t io n s
4 to exp lore and id e n t i fy  areas o f mutually b e n e f ic ia l  in te rac t ion s  and to
5 prepare find ings and recommendations f o r  the Governor and the le g i s la tu r e ;
6 and be i t
7 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor is  requested to make appointments
8 to the commission from government, c iv ic ,  academic, c u l t u ra l ,  and business
9 leaders o f  the s ta te ;  and be i t

10 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor is  requested to in s t ru c t  the com-
11 mission to examine the c u l tu ra l  and h i s t o r i c a l  re la t io n sh ip  o f  Alaska to
12 the Soviet Union and to investiga te  areas o f  mutually b en e f ic ia l
13 re la t ion sh ip s  between the people o f  the s ta te  and our S ibe r ian  neighbors;
14 and be i t
15 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor is  requested to d ire c t  the commis-
16 sion to report i t s  findings and recommendations to the Governor and le g is -
17 la tu re  by February 1, 1989.
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