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1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 4 80 (Finance)

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A ct e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c

7 a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m ;  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e

8 d a t e . "

9 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

10 * S e c t i o n  1. P U R P O S E .  It is the p u r p o s e  of  the l e g i s l a t u r e  in estab-

11 l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  to

12 (1) e n c o u r a g e  the f o r m a t i o n  of  r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  or g a n i z a -

13 tions that a d d r e s s  t he e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s  of s p e c i f i c  r e g i o n s  in the state;

14 (2) c o o r d i n a t e  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s  to s u p p o r t  e c o n o m i c

15 d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  a r e g i o n a l  basis;

16 (3) p r o v i d e  the s t a t e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c

17 issu e s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade; a nd

18 (4) p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  in  local e c o n o m i c  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  a nd

19 d e v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s  d u r i n g  the c u r rent r e c e s s i o n  to e n c o u r a g e  r e g i o n s  of

20 the s t a t e  to b e c o m e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t .

21 *  Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 3 3  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

22 Sec. 44 . 3 3 . 0 2 6 .  A L A S K A  R E G I O N A L  E C O N O M I C  A S S I S T A N C E  PROGRAM.

23 (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall

24 (1) e n c o u r a g e  the f o r m a t i o n  of r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  orga-

25 n i z a t i o n s  by p r o v i d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  in  f o r m i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to inter-

26 e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  to q u a l i f y  a nd a p p l y

27 f o r  r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g r ants and f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  u n d e r  42 U.S.C.

28 3 1 2 1  - 3246 ( P u blic W o r k s  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  A c t  of 1965), as

29 amended;

S B 0 4 8 0 c  -1- C S S B  4 8 0 ( F i n )



1 (2) a s s i s t  an  i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  in  e s t a b l i s h i n g  b o u n d -

2 a r ies f o r  a p r o p o s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to e n s u r e  that the r e g i o n

3 (A) is of s u f f i c i e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  size and c o n t a i n s  a

4 large e n o u g h  p o p u l a t i o n  to f o r m  an e c o n o m i c a l l y  v i a b l e  u nit w i t h

5 s h a r e d  i n t e rests, r e s o u r c e s ,  tra d i t i o n s ,  a n d  goals;

6 (B) c o n t a i n s  at least one m u n i c i p a l i t y  that s e r v e s  as

7 a r e g i o n a l  center; and

8 (C) c o n t a i n s  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  of e a c h  m u n i c i p a l i t y

9 i n c l u d e d  in t he region;

10 (3) g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  about r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  issues,

11 i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade, a nd t o u r i s m  f r o m  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;

12 (4) s e r v e  as l i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and o t h e r  s t a t e

13 a g e n c i e s  and e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  to m a k e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to

14 h e l p  a c c o m p l i s h  g o a l s  of the o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;

15 (5) a s s i s t  e a c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to

16 (A) p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  d e s i g n e d  to e n c o u r a g e  e c o n o m i c

17 d e v e l o p m e n t  to local c o m m u n i t i e s  and b u s i n e s s e s ;

18 (B) c o l l e c t  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  e c o n o m i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  rele-

19 v a n t  to the region;

20 (C) p a r t i c i p a t e  in s t ate m a r k e t i n g  c a m p a i g n s  a nd j o i n

21 s t ate t r ade m i s s i o n s  that are r e l e v a n t  to the region; and

22 (B) d e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s  to a t t r a c t  n e w

23 i n d u stry, e x p a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e

24 t o u r i s m  w i t h i n  the region.

25 (b) S u b ject to (c) of t his section, the d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  m a k e

26 r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  grants to o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  p r o j e c t s  t he d e p a r t -

27 m e n t  d e t e r m i n e s  w i l l  be of  v a l u e  in e n c o u r a g i n g  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .

28 D u r i n g  a f i scal y e a r  the d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  m a k e  no mor e  t h a n  15 g r a n t s

29 a n d  m ay o nly m a k e  g r a n t s  to o ne o r g a n i z a t i o n  f r o m  a p a r t i c u l a r  region.

CSSB 4 8 0 (Fin) -2- S B 0 4 8 0 c
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A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  that is d e s i g n a t e d  a n  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  d i s t r i c t  

u n d e r  42  U.S.C. 3171 q u a l i f i e s  f o r  g r a n t s  u n d e r  this s u b s e ction. T he 

d e p a r t m e n t  shall by r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t  p r o c e d u r e s  f or a p p l y i n g  f or 

r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g r a n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  de a d l i n e s .  T h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  by r e g u l a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h  a d d i t i o n a l  g r a n t  e l i g i b i l i t y  

r e q u i r e m e n t s .

(c) To q u a l i f y  f o r  a grant, a r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

must m a t c h  the grant by  p r o v i d i n g  an  a m o u n t  of m o n e y  from n o n s t a t e  

s o u r c e s  f o r  the p r o j e c t  that e q u a l s  t he a m o u n t  of grant m o n e y  to be 

u s e d  f or t he p r o ject. T he t o tal a m o u n t  of g r a n t  m o n e y  p r o v i d e d  to an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  d u r i n g  a f i s c a l  y e a r  m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  $50,000.

(d) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  the d e p a r t m e n t  the r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p­

ment f u n d  c o n s i s t i n g  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to t he fund. M o n e y  f r o m  the 

fund m a y  be  u s e d  o nly for r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  grants.

(e) I n  this s e c t i o n

(1) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  an d  

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(2) " r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  or " o r g a n i z a t i o n "  

m e a n s  a n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  or  n o n p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r m e d  to 

e n c o u r a g e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  r e g i o n  of the s t ate 

that i n c l u d e s  t he e n t i r e  a r e a  of e a c h  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h i n  that r e g i o n  

and that has a b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  that r e p r e s e n t s  the r e g i o n ' s  e c o­

nomic, p o l i t i c a l ,  an d  s o c i a l  i n t e rests.

*  Sec. 3. A S  4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 6  is r e p e a l e d  J u l y  1, 1993.

*  Sec. 4. T his A c t  takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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i a ia t f f e a  g > ta t e  l e g i s l a t u r e

SE N A T O R  ARLISS STURGULEWSKI 2957 SHELDON  JACKSON STREET 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 9950*

Chairman. Senate Community and Regional A tta in  Committee 
Vice-Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee 

Member, Senate Resources Committee
White In Juneau 
P. O . BOX V 

JUNEAU . ALASKA 99811 
(9 0 7 )4450818

S e n a t e

MEMORANDUM A p ril 26 , 1988

TO: Representative A1 Adams, Chairman
House Finance Committee

FROM: Senator A r lis s  Sturgulewski
RE: SB 480 "An Act es tab lish ing  the Alaska reg iona l economic

assistance program and providing fo r  an e f fe c t iv e  d a te ."

Senate B i l l  480 w i l l  e s tab lish  the Alaska Regional Assistance Program 
throughout the s ta te . This le g is la t io n  is  designed to encourage the 
form ation o f reg iona l organ izations to address economic development 
problems. I t  is  a lso  designed to be a c a ta ly s t fo r  the encouragement o f 
lo c a l and reg ion a l groups to form together on th e ir  own in i t ia t iv e .  I t  is  
f le x ib le  in  stru c tu re  to accommodate the d iv e rs ity  o f regions w ith in  Alaska 
and is  not a canned program put out by the s ta te .
The le g is la t io n  w i l l  compliment the reg iona l program being developed w ith in 
the Department o f Commerce and Economic Development (DCED) by giving i t  a 
form al s tru c tu re  in  s ta tu te . Senate B i l l  480 a llow s fo r  matching grants o f 
up to $50,000 per year fo r  each reg ion . The le g is la t io n  re s t r ic t s  the 
number o f regions to 15 and has a 1993 sunset date. The DCED cu rren tly  
an tic ipa tes that there might be about 12 regions formed. E a rly  d iscussions 
suggest that some o f the organ izations and regions that might be in te rested  
in  q u a lify in g  fo r  the reg iona l program a re :

S .E . Conference
S.W. Municipal Conference
NANA Region
Bering S t ra it s  Region
Bethel Area (Yukon-Kuskokwim)
Kenai Peninsula Area 
Mat-Su Borough Area 
North Slope Borough Area 
North S ta r Borough Area 
Anchorage Area 
Prince W illiam  Sound Area

The reg iona l assistance program is  designed to be a partnersh ip . There 
must be cooperation among communities in  the region to work together; there



must be p riva te  and pub lic representatives in  the o rgan iza tions ; and there 
must be cooperation between the s ta te  and the reg ion . One requirement is  
that DCED serve as a lia is o n  between reg iona l organ izations and other s ta te  
agencies to make resources ava ilab le  to help the regions accomplish th e ir  
goa ls .
The le g is la t io n  defines a reg iona l development o rgan ization  to mean a 
n on -p ro fit co rpora tion  or organ ization  formed to encourage economic 
development w ithin a p a rt ic u la r region o f the s ta te . I t  has a board o f 
d ire c to rs  that represents the reg ion 's economic, p o l i t i c a l and s o c ia l 
in te re s ts .
The le g is la t io n  has broad support. Some supporting organ izations are 
lis te d  below:

Alaska Municipal League 
Alaska Conference o f Mayors 
Alaska State Chamber o f Commerce 
S .E . Conference
S.W. Alaska Municipal Conference
Economic Development Adm inistration
C ity o f Kenai
C ity o f W asilla
A leutians East Borough
C ity o f Sand Point
C ity o f Juneau
Fairbanks N orthstar Borough
Anchorage Economic Development Corporation
Juneau Economic Development Corporation
C ity o f Unalaska
Mat-Su Regional Economic Development Corporation 
Mat-Su Borough 
C ity o f  Bethel
Resource Development Council 

Senate B i l l  480 passed the Senate by a vote o f 20 -  0.
Because o f the strong pub lic support f o r  th is  le g is la t io n  and the la teness 
o f the session , I  would appreciate your consideration fo r  an e a r ly  hearing.
Attachments: CSSB 480 (F in )

F isc a l Note 
B i l l  H isto ry 

. .S ec tiona l Analysis 
Press Release by Senator Sturgulewski 
Newsletter by DCED
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M E M O  R  A  N  P  0  M  A p r i l  25, 1988

PO U C H Y  STAJECAPiTCX 
JUNEAU. A IA S K A 9 9 8 U  

9 0 7  4 6 5 3 8 0 0

SUBJECT: A l a sk a regional economic assistance
p r o g r a m  (CSSB 4 8 0 (Finance))

TO: Senator Arliss St ur gulewski

FROM: Tamar a Brandt C o o k y'Ar J
D i r e c t o r  ' i P ^
D i v i s i o n  of L e g a l  Services

H e r e  is the sectional analysis that y o u  re q uested for 
SB 480.

S ecti on  1. This is a statement of the purpose of the legis- 
lature in esta bl is hi n g the A l a s k a  re gional economic a s s i s­
tance program.

Section 2. The  Depar tm en t  of C ommerce and Economic Develop- 
m e n t  is r e q u i r e d  to encourage the formation of regional d e­
velopmen t organizations, assist individuals in establishing 
b ounda ri es  for p r o p o s e d  organizations, gather information 
about regional economic issues, serve as liaison b e t w e e n  
organizations and other state agencies, and assist o r g a n i z a­
tions to prov id e services d e s ig ne d  to encourage economic 
development, collect economic information, participate in 
state m a r k e t i n g  campaigns a n d  trade missions, and develop 
strategies to attract n e w  industry, e x pand trade o p p o r­
tunities, and encourage tourism. The department m a y  m a k e  
grants to organizations for projects of value in en c ouraging 
economic development. The department m a y  ma ke  no more than 
15 grants and m a y  only make grants to one organization from 
a particular r e g i o n  during a fiscal year. An organization 
desig na te d as an economic deve lo pm en t district under federal 
law qualifies for grants. In addition, to qualify for a 
grant an o rg an ization must m a t c h  the grant. The total 
amount of grant m on ey  p ro vi d e d  to one organization may  not 
e x ceed $50,000 during a fiscal year. A  regional development 
fund is established. A  regional development or ga ni z a t i o n  is 
d efin ed  to be a nonprofit o r g a ni za ti on  or corporation formed 
to encourage economic development' wi thin a particular regi on



Senator Arliss Sturgulewski 
Page 2
A p ri l 25, 1988

w i t h  gen er a l requirements re ga r di ng  the composition of the 
b o a r d  of directors.

S ecti on  3. The A l a s k a  regional economic assistance p r og ra m  
is r e p e a l e d  J u l y  1, 1993.

Section 4. The A c t  has an immediate effective date.

TBC:bb 
b 5 / 037



Alaska State Legislature
P.O.. BOX V 

S ta te  C ap ito l 
Juneau* Alaska 998

PRESS RELEASE February 22 , 1988

By: SENATOR ARLISS STURGULEWSKI, CHAIRMAN
Senate Specia l Committee on Local & Regional Economic Opportunity

Contact: Frank Homan -  465-3818

Senator A r lis s  Sturgulewski announced today the in troduction  o f le g is la t io n  
designed to promote reg iona l economic development. Senate B i l l  480 w i l l  
e s tab lish  the Alaska reg iona l economic assistance program and apply 
throughout the s ta te . The le g is la t io n  is  sponsored by the Senate Specia l 
Committee on Local and Regional Economic Opportunity o f which Senator 
Sturgulewski is  chairman. Other members o f the committee include Senator 
Lloyd Jones o f Ketchikan and Senator Fred Z haro ff o f Kodiak.

" I  am p a r t ic u la r ly  pleased with th is  le g is la t io n ,"  said Senator 
Sturgulewski. "We have been working on th is  b i l l  fo r  the past year and 
have had many meetings with numerous groups who are try ing  to bring about 
economic development in  th e ir  a reas . There is  an excitement and a momentum 
out there that we want to encourage and a s s is t . For example," she 
continued, "the re are people coming together on a reg iona l basis to help 
each other such as the Southwest Municipal Conference, the Southeast 
Conference, the Kenai Pen insu la , the Mat-Su, the Lower Yukon Kuskokwim 
River area , In te r io r  Alaska and the Northwest A rctic to mention on ly a few.
They are now in  various stages o f formation and I  hope th is le g is la t io n

Official Business
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w i l l  aid in  bringing them together fo r  mutual b ene fit o f the reg ion .''

The le g is la t io n  w i l l  compliment the reg iona l program being developed w ith in 
the Department o f Commerce and Economic Development (DCED) by giving i t  a 
form al s tru c tu re . SB 480 provides fo r  grants o f up to $50,000 per year to 
each region that q u a li f ie s .

"We have tr ie d  to keep the requirements o f each region to a minimum," she 
sa id , "because we don't want the s ta te  to d ic ta te  to the reg ions. We would 
ra th e r encourage the regions to form on th e ir  own in i t ia t iv e . I f  there is  
no support f o r  the program from the reg ion s , then the s ta te  w i l l  not fo rce  
i t  on them. Each area has i t s  own set o f in te re s ts , resources, t ra d it io n s , 
and g o a ls ,"  the Senator sa id , "and we want that to be the ca ta ly s t fo r  
development, not a canned program put out by the s ta te ."

The DCED w i l l  be responsib le fo r  the program. Information w i l l  flow  both 
ways; the s ta te  would provide assistance to regions that request i t  and the 
regions would be responsib le to provide in formation back to the s ta te  that 
would a s s is t in  s ta te  economic development promotion. "For example," 
Sturgulewski sa id , " i f  a region has a p a rt ic u la r product or resource they 
want to develop fo r  export, the in form ation would be made ava ilab le  to the 
s ta te  and the s ta te  O ffice  o f In te rn a tio n a l Trade would incorporate i t  in to  
th e ir  overseas promotion program."

The reg iona l assistance program is  designed to be a partnersh ip . There
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must be cooperation among communities in  the region to work together; there 
must be p riva te  and pub lic rep resen ta tives in the o rgan iza tion ; and there 
must be cooperation between the s ta te  and the reg ion . One requirement is  
that the DCED serve as a lia is o n  between reg iona l organ izations and other 
s ta te  agencies to make resources a v a i la b le  to help the regions accomplish 
th e ir  g oa ls . "Too many times we have competition among agencies o f the 
s ta te  when we should have cooperation . We're a l l  in  th is  toge the r," said 
Sturgulewski.

The le g is la t io n  defines reg iona l development o rgan ization  to mean a non­
p r o f i t  corporation formed to encourage economic development w ith in a 
p a r t ic u la r  region o f the s ta te . I t  has a board o f d ire c to rs  that 
represents the reg ion 's economic, p o l i t i c a l ,  f l B B ,  and so c ia l in te re s ts  »

J w t aAa*aa— — a — g w a a d — M f — w w r i — — p— a—

" I  see th is  le g is la t io n  as a p o s it iv e  step in  creating economic development 
in i t ia t iv e s  at the lo c a l le v e l , "  said Sturgu lewski. "There are a lo t  o f 
people out there that have good ideas fo r  economic growth. This

a
le g is la t io n  w i l l  say to them that the s ta te  wants to help support th e ir 
e f f o r t s . "

The b i l l  was assigned to the Labor and Commerce and Finance Committees in 
the Senate.



Economic Development Planning

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS PROGRAM  PROPOSED
Alaska communities are facing a myriad of complex local, regional, state, and 

international economic issues which are at best difficult to address. As a result a 
series o f regional economic development entities have evolved as individual com­
munities have begun to poo l their resources, providing communities with a 
cooperative and organized means to meet these economic challenges. Because o f 
the economic downturn, the demand from regional organizations and communi­
ties fo r state economic development technical and financial assistance has 
increased dramatically while revenues fo r state, federal, and local economic 
development assistance programs have been reduced.

To address this issue, the Division o f Business Development has designed the 
Alaska Regional Development Organizations (ARDOR) Program and is included 
in Governor Cowper's FY 89 capital budget submission. The purpose o f ARDO R  
program is to facilitate economic development at the regional and local level 
through establishment o f a network o f regional economic development organiza­
tions and the provision o f financial and technical assistance. Governor Cowper 
recently introduced the program in Anchorage at the 37th Annual Alaska 
Municipal League (AML) Local Government Conference.

As  proposed, the ARDORs will work with the communities and the division to 
develop and implement regional development strategies; address regional 
economic issues; collect and distribute regional economic information; provide 
development assistance within the region; participate in state economic develop­
ment programs, such as marketing efforts; and coordinate economic development 
activities with member communities and the state. The ARDO Rs and regional 
development strategies w ill provide the foundation fo r the development o f a 
credible, strong, and pragmatic state development strategy,under preparation, 
by the division.

The ARDO R program is designed to encourage evolution of economic regions 
and organizations from the local level and ultimately be self-sustaining. An 
economic region will likely consist o f communities with similar o r related 
economic problems and opportunities. At least one city within the region should 
be recognized as a regional center o f economic activity. It v.nll be up to the region 
to determine its ARDOR. The organization selected must represent the economic; 
political, civic and social interests o f the region with the confidence o f its 
residents.

The ARDOR Program grants will be administered by the Division o f Business 
Development. One-to-one matching grants o f up to $30,000 w ill be provided 
annually to ARDORs to support full-time profes;. .1 staff in each ARDO R 
office.

A  state/regional electronic mail computer network fo r coordination of 
economic development activities and dissemination o f economic information 
and news will be established. In addition, quarterly regional teleconferences will 
be conducted between appropriate state agencies and regions.

In developing the ARDOR program, the division has been working closely 
with Senator Arliss Sturgulewski, Chair o f the Senate Community and Regional 
Affairs Committee and Chair o f the Senate Special Committee on Local and 
Regional Economic Opportunity. At the AML Conference a joint session o f the 
Senate and House Community and Regional Affairs Committees was held. The 
ARDOR program was a focal point of discussion. The AML passed a resolu­
tion in support o f the ARDO R program.

MENT STRATEGY PROGRESSES
As part o f the Alaska Economic 

Development Strategy, a report entitled. 
The Alaska Economy: An Overview, has 
been prepared and is in the final editing 
stages. The report assesses the relative 
strengths and weaknesses o f each sector 
o f the state's economy and w ill serve as 
the foundation o f the strategy. It is anti­
cipated that the report w ill be publish­
ed in early 1988.

Development o f a process fo r  coordi­
nating the development o f state, regional 
and local economic development plan­
ning and implementation activities is a 
major objective o f the strategy program. 
The A laska Regional Development 
Organizations Program (see related 
s to ry ) was fo rm a lly  p roposed in 
November to meet this objective.

VENTURE CAPITAL IN  ALASKA 
Elaine Wurster was recently hired to 
assist the division explore the feasibility 
o f attracting venture capital into the 
state. Legitimate venture capital groups 
(with sizable investment capital) w ill be 
contacted to explore possible efforts in 
Alaska.

ANNUAL RDC  MEETING
The Resource Development Council's 
Eighth Annual International Conference 
on Alaska's Resources, "What Alaska 
Can Do For America" w ill be held 
February 26-27 at the Anchorage 
Sheraton Hotel. A  number o f speakers 
will cover a broad range of topics affec­
ting Alaska's development. 
Concurrently, the Fourth Annual A ll- 
A laska Exposition w ill h igh ligh t 
tourism, transportation, and local 
economic development projects.

Business Development News — February 1968 ^
«* k
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1 IN  T H E  S E N A T E  BY  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 48 0  ( F i n ance)

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c

7 a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e

8 d a t e . "

9 B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SKA:

10 * S e c t i o n  1. P U R P O S E .  It is t h e  p u r p o s e  of  the l e g i s l a t u r e  in e s t a b -

11 l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  to

12 (1) e n c o u r a g e  the f o r m a t i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a -

13 t i ons that a d d r e s s  t he e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s  o f  s p e c i f i c  r e g i o n s  i n  the state;

14 (2) c o o r d i n a t e  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s  to s u p p o r t  e c o n o m i c

15 d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  a r e g i o n a l  basis;

16 (3) p r o v i d e  t he s t a t e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c

17 i s sues and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade; a n d

18 (4) p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  l o c a l  e c o n o m i c  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  a n d

19 d e v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s  d u r i p g  t he c u r r e n t  r e c e s s i o n  to e n c o u r a g e  r e g i o n s  o f

20 the s t a t e  to b e c o m e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t .

21 * Sec. 2. A S  4 4 . 3 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

22 Sec. 4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 6 .  A L A S K A  R E G I O N A L  E C O N O M I C  A S S I S T A N C E  P R O G R A M .

23 (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h all

24 (1) e n c o u r a g e  the f o r m a t i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r ga-

25 n i z a t i o n s  by  p r o v i d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  in f o r m i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to inter-

26 e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  h o w  to q u a l i f y  a n d  a p p l y

27 f or r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g r a n t s  a n d  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  u n d e r  42  U . S . C .

28 3121 - 3246 ( P u blic W o r k s  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  A c t  o f  1965), as

29 a m e nded;

S B 0 4 8 0 c -1- C S S B  4 8 0 ( F i n )
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1 (2) a s s i s t  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  b o u n d -

2 a r i e s  f o r  a  p r o p o s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to e n s u r e  that t h e  r e g i o n

3 (A) is of s u f f i c i e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  s i z e  a n d  c o n t a i n s  a

4 l a r g e  e n o u g h  p o p u l a t i o n  to f o r m  a n  e c o n o m i c a l l y  v i a b l e  u n i t  w i t h

5 s h a r e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and goals;

6 (B) c o n t a i n s  at l e ast o n e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t h a t  s e r v e s  as

7 a r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r ;  and

8 (C) c o n t a i n s  the e n t i r e  a r e a  of e a c h  m u n i c i p a l i t y

9 i n c l u d e d  i n  the r e gion;

10 (3) g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  i s s ues,

11 i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade, a n d  t o u r i s m  f r o m  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;

12 (4) s e r v e  as l i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e

13 a g e n c i e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  to m a k e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to

14 h e l p  a c c o m p l i s h  g o a l s  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;

15 (5) a s s i s t  e a c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to

16 (A) p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  d e s i g n e d  to e n c o u r a g e  e c o n o m i c

17 d e v e l o p m e n t  to l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s ;

18 (B) c o l l e c t  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  e c o n o m i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e le-

19 v a n t  to the r e g ion;

20 (C) p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s t a t e  m a r k e t i n g  c a m p a i g n s  a n d  j o i n

21 s t a t e  t r a d e  m i s s i o n s  t h a t  a re r e l e v a n t  to the r e g i o n ;  a nd

22 (D) d e v e l o p  a nd i m p l e m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s  to a t t r a c t  n e w

23 i n d u s t r y ,  e x p a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r ade o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e

24 t o u r i s m  w i t h i n  t he region.

25 (b) S u b j e c t  to (c) of this s e c t i o n ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  m a k e

26 r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g r a n t s  to o r g a n i z a t i o n s  for p r o j e c t s  the d e p a r t -

27 m e n t  d e t e r m i n e s  w i l l  be of v a l u e  in  e n c o u r a g i n g  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .

28 D u r i n g  a fisc a l  y e a r  the d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  m a k e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  15 g r a n t s

29 a n d  m a y  o n l y  m a k e  g r a n t s  to o ne o r g a n i z a t i o n  f r o m  a p a r t i c u l a r  r e g ion.
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1 A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  that is d e s i g n a t e d  a n  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  d i s t r i c t

2 u n d e r  42 U.S.C. 3 1 7 1  q u a l i f i e s  fo r  g r a n t s  u n d e r  t his s u b s e c t i o n .  T h e

3 d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  by  r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t  p r o c e d u r e s  f or a p p l y i n g  f o r

4 r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g r a nts, i n c l u d i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  d e a d l i n e s .  T h e

5 d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  by r e g u l a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h  a d d i t i o n a l  g r a n t  e l i g i b i l i t y

6 r e q u i r e m e n t s .

7 (c) To q u a l i f y  for a gran t ,  a r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n

3 m u s t  m a t c h  the grant by p r o v i d i n g  an  amount of m o n e y  f r o m  n o n s t a t e

9 s o u r c e s  f o r  the p r o j e c t  t h a t  e q u a l s  t h e  amou n t  of  g r ant m o n e y  to b e

10 u s e d  f or the p r o j e c t .  T h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  of g r ant m o n e y  p r o v i d e d  to a n

11 o r g a n i z a t i o n  d u r i n g  a f i s c a l  y e a r  m a y  not e x c e e d  $50,000.

12 (d) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  the d e p a r t m e n t  the r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p -

13 . m e n t  f und c o n s i s t i n g  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the fund. M o n e y  f r o m  the

14 f und m a y  be u s e d  o n l y  f or r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  grants.

15 (e) In this s e c t i o n

16 (1) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  t he D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d

17 E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

18 (2) " r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  o r  " o r g a n i z a t i o n "

19 m e a n s  a n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  or n o n p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r m e d  to

20 e n c o u r a g e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  r e g i o n  of  t he s t a t e

21 that includes the e n t i r e  a r e a  of e a c h  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h i n  tha t  r e g i o n

22 and that has a b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s  tha t  r e p r e s e n t s  the r e g i o n ' s  eco-

23 nomic, p o l i t i c a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  in t e r e s t s .

24 *  Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 6  is r e p e a l e d  J u l y  1, 1993.

25 * Sec. 4. This A c t  takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  AS  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

S B 0 480c -3- C SSB 4 8 0 ( F i n )
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B Y  TH E  L A B O R  A N D
1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 4 80 (L&C)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  Act entitled: " A n  A ct e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c

7 a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m ;  and p r o v i d i n g  fo r  a n  e f f e c t i v e

8 d a te."

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  Or' T HE S T ATE OF  ALASKA:

10 * S e c t i o n  1. PURPO S E .  It is the p u r p o s e  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  in e s tab-

11 l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  to

12 (1) e n c o u r a g e  the f o r m a t i o n  of  r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a -

13 tions that a d d r e s s  the e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s  of s p e c i f i c  regions in the state;

14 (2) c o o r d i n a t e  p r i v a t e  a nd p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s  to s u p p o r t  e c o n o m i c

15 d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  a r e g i o n a l  basis;

16 (3) p r o v i d e  the s t a t e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  on r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c

17 issu e s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade; a n d

18 (4) p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  in  local e c o n o m i c  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  a n d

19 d e v e l o p m e n t  e f forts d u r i n g  the current r e c e s s i o n  to en c o u r a g e  r e g i o n s  of

20 the s t ate to b e c o m e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t .

21 * Sec. 2. AS 44.33 is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

22 Sec. 44. 3 3 . 0 2 6 .  A L A S K A  R E G I O N A L  E C O N O M I C  A S S I S T A N C E  PROGR A M .

23 (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall

24 (1) e n c o u r a g e  the f o r m a t i o n  of regional d e v e l o p m e n t  orga-

25 n i z a t i o n s  by p r o v i d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  f o r m i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to inter-

26 e s ted i n d i v iduals, i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on h o w  to q u a l i f y  a nd a p p l y

27 f o r  r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g r a n t s  a nd federal f u n d i n g  u n d e r  42 U.S.C.

28 312 1  - 3246 (Public W o r k s  an d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  A c t  of 1965), as

29 amended;
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1 (2) assist a n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  bound-

2 aries for a p r o p o s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to e n s u r e  tha t  the r e g i o n

3 (A) is of  s u f f i c i e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  s i z e  a nd c o n tains a

4 l a rge e n o u g h  p o p u l a t i o n  to f o r m  an  e c o n o m i c a l l y  viable, u n i t  w i t h

5 s h a r e d  interests, r e s o u r c e s ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  an d  goals;

6 (B) c o n t a i n s  at l e a s t  o n e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t hat s e r v e s  as

7 a r e g i o n a l  center; and

8 (C) c o n t a i n s  the e n t i r e  a r e a  of e a c h  m u n i c i p a l i t y

9 i n c l u d e d  in the region;

10 ('3) g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  issues,

11 i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade, a n d  t o u r i s m  f r o m  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;

12 (4) s e r v e  as l i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  s t ate

13 a g e n c i e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  to m a k e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to

14 h e l p  a c c o m p l i s h  g o als of the o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;

15 (5) a s sist e a c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to

16 (A) p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  d e s i g n e d  to e n c o u r a g e  e c o n o m i c

17 d e v e l o p m e n t  to l o cal c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s ;

18 (B) c o l l e c t  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  e c o n o m i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  rele-

19 v a n t  to the region;

20 (C) p a r t i c i p a t e  in  s t a t e  m a r k e t i n g  c a m p a i g n s  a n d  j o i n

21 s t a t e  trade m i s s i o n s  tha t  a re r e l e v a n t  to  the r e g ion; and

22 (D) d e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s  to a t t r a c t  n e w

23 i n d u stry, e x p a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  and e n c o u r a g e

24 t o u r i s m  w i t h i n  the region.

25 (b) S u b ject to (c) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  m a k e

26 r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g r a n t s  to o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f or p r o j e c t s  the d e p a r t -

27 ment d e t e r m i n e s  w i l l  be  of v a l u e  i n  e n c o u r a g i n g  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .

28 D u r i n g  a fiscal y e a r  the d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  m a k e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  15 g r a n t s

29 and m a y  o n l y  mak e  g r a n t s  to o ne o r g a n i z a t i o n  f r o m  a p a r t i c u l a r  region.
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1 A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  that is d e s i g n a t e d  a n  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  d i s trict

2 u n d e r  42  U.S.C. 3171 q u a l i f i e s  f or g r a n t s  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n .  The

3 d e p a r t m e n t  s h all by r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a p p l y i n g  for

4 r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  grants, i n c l u d i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  d e a d l i n e s .  The

5 d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  by r e g u l a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h  a d d i t i o n a l  g r a n t  e l i g i b i l i t y

6 requ i r e m e n t s .

7 (c) To q u a l i f y  for a grant, a r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n

8 m u s t  m a t c h  the grant by p r o v i d i n g  an a m o u n t  of n o n e y  f r o m  n o n s t a t e

9 s o u r c e s  for the p r o j e c t  that e q u a l s  t he a m o u n t  of g r ant m o n e y  to be

10 u s e d  for the project. T he total a m o u n t  of g r ant m o n e y  p r o v i d e d  to an

11 o r g a n i z a t i o n  d u r i n g  a fiscal y e a r  m a y  not e x c e e d  $50,000.

12 (d) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in  the d e p a r t m e n t  the r e g i o n a l  d e v elop-

13 m e n t  fun d  c o n s i s t i n g  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to t he fund. M o n e y  fro m  the

14 f u n d  m a y  be u s e d  onl y  for r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  grants. A n  appro-

15 p r i a t i o n  to the r e g ional d e v e l o p m e n t  f und lapses to the fund from

16 w h i c h  it was a p p r o p r i a t e d  J u l y  1, 1993, u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in

17 the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  act.

18 (e) In this s e c t i o n

19 (1) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  and

20 E c o n o m i c  D e v e l opment;

21  (2) " r e g ional d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  or  " o r g a n i z a t i o n "

22 m e a n s  a n o n p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r m e d  to e n c o u r a g e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t

23 w i t h i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  r e g i o n  of t he s t a t e  that i n c l u d e s  th e  e n t i r e  a rea

24 of e a c h  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h i n  that r e g i o n  and that has a b o a r d  of

25 d i r e c t o r s  that r e p r esents the r e g i o n ' s  e c o n omic, p o l i t i c a l ,  c i v i c  and

26 s o cial interests.

27 * Sec. 3. AS  4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 6  is r e p e a l e d  J u l y  1, 1993.

28 * Sec. 4. This A c t  takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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B Y  T H E  S P E C I A L  C O M M I T T E E  
O N  L O C A L  A N D  R E G I O N A L

1 I N  T H E  S E N A T E  E C O N O M I C  O P P O R T U N I T Y

2 S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 480

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A c t  e n t itled: "A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c

7 a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an  e f f e c t i v e

8 d a t e . "

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

10 *  S e c t i o n  1. PURPOSE. It is the p u r p o s e  of  the l e g i s l a t u r e  in  estab-

11 l i s h i n g  t he A l a s k a  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m  to

12 (1) e n c o u r a g e  t he f o r m a t i o n  of r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a -

13 t i o n s  tha t  a d d r e s s  t he e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s  o f  s p e c i f i c  r e g i o n s  in the state;

14 (2) c o o r d i n a t e  p r i v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s  to s u p p o r t  e c o n o m i c

15 d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  a r e g i o n a l  basis;

16 (3) p r o v i d e  t he s t a t e  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c

17 i s s u e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f or i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade; a n d

18 (4) p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  l o c a l  e c o n o m i c  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  and

19 d e v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s  d u r i n g  the c u r r e n t  r e c e s s i o n  to e n c o u r a g e  r e g i o n s  of

20 t h e . s t a t e  to b e c o m e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t .

21 *  Sec. 2. AS  4 4 . 3 3  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

22 Sec. 4 4 . 3 3.026. A L A S K A  R E G I O N A L  E C O N O M I C  A S S I S T A N C E  PROGRAM.

23 (a) Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall

2 4  (1) e n c o u r a g e  t he f o r m a t i o n  of r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  orga-

25 n i z a t i o n s  by p r o v i d i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  in f o r m i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to inter-

26 e s t e d  ind i v i d u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  h o w  to q u a l i f y  and a p ply

27 for r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g r a n t s  and f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  u n d e r  42 U.S.C.

28 3 1 2 1  - 3246 (Public W o r k s  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  A ct of 1965), as

29 amended;
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(2) a s s i s t  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  in  e s t a b l i s h i n g  b o u n d­

arie s  for a p r o p o s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to e n s u r e  t hat t h e  r e g i o n

(A) is of s u f f i c i e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  s i z e  a n d  c o n t a i n s  a 

la rge e n o u g h  p o p u l a t i o n  to f o r m  a n  e c o n o m i c a l l y  v i a b l e  u n i t  w i t h  

s h a r e d  i n t e r e s t s ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and goals; and

(B) c o n t a i n s  at least o ne m u n i c i p a l i t y  that s e r v e s  as 

a r e g i o n a l  center;

(3) g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  issues, 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade, a n d  t o u r i s m  f r o m  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;

(4) s e r v e  as l i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e  

a g e n c i e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  to m a k e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to 

h e l p  a c c o m p l i s h  g o a l s  of th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;

(5) a s s i s t  e a c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to

(A) p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  d e s i g n e d  to e n c o u r a g e  e c o n o m i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t  to l o cal c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s ;

(B) c o l l e c t  a nd d i s t r i b u t e  e c o n o m i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e­

van t  to the region;

(C) p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s t a t e  m a - k e t i n g  c a m p a i g n s  a nd j o i n  

s t ate t r a d e  m i s s i o n s  t hat a r e  r e l e v a n t  to the region; a n d

(D) d e v e l o p  and i m p l e m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s  to a t t r a c t  n e w  

i n d u s t r y ,  e x p a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a nd e n c o u r a g e  

t o u r i s m  w i t h i n  t h e  region.

(b) S u b j e c t  to (c) of  this s e c t i o n ,  t he d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  m a k e  

r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  g r a n t s  to o r g a n i z a t i o n s  for p r o j e c t s  t he d e p a r t­

me n t  d e t e r m i n e s  w i l l  be  of v a l u e  in e n c o u r a g i n g  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

D u r i n g  a f i s c a l  y e a r  t he d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  onl y  m a k e  g r a n t s  to o n e  o r g a­

n i z a t i o n  f r o m  a p a r t i c u l a r  region. A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  that is d e s i g n a t e d  

an  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  d i s t r i c t  u n d e r  42 U.S. C .  3 1 7 1  q u a l i f i e s  for 

g r a n t s  u n d e r  this s u b s e c t i o n .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall- by r e g u l a t i o n m
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1 adopt p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a p p l y i n g  for r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  grants, i n c lud-

2 i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  d e a d l i n e s .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  by r e g u l a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h

3 a d d i t i o n a l  g r a n t  e l i g i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

4 - (c) To  q u a l i f y  f o r  a grant, a r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n

5 m u s t  m a t c h  t he g r a n t  by  p r o v i d i n g  a n  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  f r o m  n o n s t a t e

6 s o u r c e s  for the p r o j e c t  that e q u a l s  the a m o u n t  of g r a n t  m o n e y  to be

7 u s e d  f o r  the project. T h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  of  g r a n t  m o n e y  p r o v i d e d  to a n

8 o r g a n i z a t i o n  d u r i n g  a f i s c a l  y e a r  m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  $50,000.

9 (d) T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in t he d e p a r t m e n t  the r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p -

10 m e n t  f u n d  c o n s i s t i n g  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the fund. M o n e y  f r o m  t he

11 f u n d  m a y  be u s e d  to c a r r y  out the p u r p o s e s  of this s e c t i o n  a n d  for

12 costs o f  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  the A l a s k a  r e g i o n a l  e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e  pro-

13 gram. A n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to t he r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  fund lapses to the

14 f u n d  f r o m  w h i c h  it was a p p r o p r i a t e d  J u l y  1, 1993, u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e

15 p r o v i d e d  in the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  act.

16 (e) In this s e c t i o n

17 (1) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  an d

18 E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

19 (2) " r e g i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  o r  " o r g a n i z a t i o n "

20 m e a n s  a n o n p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r m e d  to e n c o u r a g e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t

21 w i t h i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  r e g i o n  of  the s t a t e  w i t h  a b o a r d  of d i r e c t o r s

22 t hat r e p r e s e n t s  the r e g i o n ' s  e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  c i vic and s o c i a l

23 i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d  that i n c l u d e s  at least o n e  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c i a l ,  o ne

24 p e r s o n  f r o m  the local p r i v a t e  b u s i n e s s  sector, a nd one p e r s o n  w h o

25 r e p r e s e n t s  the local N a t i v e  co m m u n i t y .

26 * Sec. 3. AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 6  is r e p e a l e d  J u l y  1, 1993.

27 * Sec. 4. This Act takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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