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O f f e r e d :  4 / 3/87
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y  and

F i n a n c e

5-0331L

O r i g i n a l  sponsor: F i s c h e r

B Y  T H E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D
IN T H E  S E N A T E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS F O R  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 33 (HESS)

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an  Ac t  e n t itled: " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to the v i o l a t i o n  of  c o m p u l s o r y

e d u c a t i o n  laws."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A SKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) E v e r y  c h i l d  b e t w e e n  s e v e n  a n d  16 y e a r s  of a ge s h a l l  a t t e n d  

s c h o o l  at the p u b l i c  s c h o o l  in  the d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the c h i l d  r e s i d e s  

d u r i n g  e a c h  scho o l  term. E v e r y  p a r ent, g u a r d i a n  or  o t h e r  p e r s o n  

h a v i n g  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for or c o n t r o l  of a c h i l d  b e t w e e n  s e v e n  a nd 

16 y e a r s  of age s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  the c h i l d  in  a t t e n d a n c e  at a p u b l i c  

s c h o o l  in the d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the c h i l d  r e s i d e s  d u r i n g  the e n t i r e  

s c h ool term, e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in  (b) o f  this s e c t i o n  [ I N S U R E  T H A T  

T H E  C H I L D  IS NOT A B S E N T  F R O M  A T T E N D A N C E ] .

* Sec. 2. AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 0 2 0  is r e p e a l e d  a nd r e e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 1 4 . 3 0.020. V I O L A T I O N S .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  k n o w i n g l y  f a i l s  to 

c o m p l y  w i t h  A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 1 0  is g u i l t y  of a v i o l a t i o n .  E a c h  f ive d a y s  of 

u n l a w f u l  a b s e n c e  u n d e r  AS  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 1 0  is a s e p a r a t e  v i o l a t i o n .

*  Sec. 3. AS  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 5 0  is repealed.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Senator Paul A. Fischer * i,T~ While in Juneau

Senate District D 
Box 784
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
(907) 262-9420 W  

262-9269 H

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-3791

S t a t e  S e n a t e

M a y  4 ,  1 9 8 7

T o : R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l  A d a m s ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

F r o m S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r

S u b j e c t :  S B  3 3 ;  V I O L A T I O N S  O F  T R U A N C Y  L A N S

T h i s  b i l l  h a s  a  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e l  H o n e s t  1 1 ' t  w o n ' t  c o s t  t h e
S t a t e  a n y t h i n g ! .

S B  3 3  w o u l d  r e w r i t e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  l a w  t h a t  r e l e a s e s  
l i a b i l i t y  f o r  t r u a n c y  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r .  C u r r e n t l y ,  
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  l a w  i s  u s u a l l y  d e l a y e d  u n t i l  t h e n  a n d  t h e  c a s e  
i s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  d r o p p e d .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  o u r  t m a n c y  l a w  i s  t o  insure that c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  
t h e  a g e  o f  1 6  a r e  g e t t i n g  a n  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  a s  
t h e  l a w  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w r i t t e n .

L a s t  s e s s i o n ,  a  s i m i l a r  b i l l  ( S B  2 2 6 )  p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  
a l m o s t  m a d e  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  H o u s e .  T h e  o p i n i o n s  a n d  l e s s o n s  o f  t h a t  
b i l l ' s  h i s t o r y  a r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  S B  3 3 .

T h e  n e w  l a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  H . H e s s  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  a l t e r s  t h e  
p a r e n t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  v e r s u s  [ I N S U R E ]  t h a t  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l .  T h e  p e n a l t y  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  f r o m  a  
c l a s s  B  m i s d e m e a n o r  t o  a  s i m p l e  v i o l a t i o n .  E a c h  f i v e  d a y s  
c o n s t i t u t e s  a  n e w  a n d  s e p a r a t e  v i o l a t i o n .  A n  a r c h a i c  l a w  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t r u a n t  o f f i c e r s  i s  a l s o  r e p e a l e d .

I  w o u l d  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s c h e d u l i n g  o f  t h i s  b i l l  a s  s o o n  
a s  p o s s i b l e .



I P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

Binkley Street • Soldotna, AK 99669 ♦ Phone 907/252-5846

December 4, 1986

cct Paul Fischer

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS WERE SENT TO 
Senator Paul Fischer ALL MEMBERS OF THE STATE SENATE.
P.O. Box 784 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669

RE: AS 14.30.020-030 

Dear Senator Fischer:

Kenai Peninsula Borough Schools maintain a firm, f a i r  and compassionate 
d isc ip l inary  system for .dealing with the problems students and the ir parents 
bring to ue. I t  enjoys the support of parent advisory groupe and loca l police 
departments. I t  works because we keep the student's behavior the focus of 
attention and recognize that students often learn more from the ir  mistakes 
chan anything e lse .

One problem with a few students each year ia  based not in student behavior but 
with the ir parents. Chronic truancy has increased in the past several years 
and we developed procedures to advise both student and parent about the 
student's regular attendance in school. We ju s t  can't teach them much when 
students are not in  school.

Each year a few students and the ir parents do not respond to admonishments to 
come to school on a regular b a s is .  In that event, I send a se r ie s  of written 
announcements and, i f  there i s  no improvement, ask the school board for 
permission to refer Che parent to the d i s t r i c t  attorney's o ff ice . Under 
procedures worked out with that o ff ice , every e ffort i s  made to inform the 
parents of the ir  le g a l re sponsib il ity  for the student vithout going to court.

Our d i f f ic u lty  i s  with the wording of Che AC 14.30.020 which includes the 
following statement.

" In  any event, at the expiration of the school year, the 
person sh a l l  be released and discharged from a l l  penalties 
provided by th is  section ,"

This atatement forces us to bring truancy cases to the d i s t r ic t  attorney, prior 
to December 15 each year or forget about them. Attorney's can (and have) * 
delayed these cases beyond "the expiration of the school year", rendering them 
moot. The D is t r ic t  Attorney's Office i s  unwilling to waste-Xheir time on 
cases they have no chance of winning. And the school d i s t r ic t  i s  forced to 
begin again next school year as i f  the truancy had never occurred.

_  CORRESPONDENCE 1 3
ANCHOIrQMT caorntUNOiNO ‘’YjT t*7:0i 13, ?r
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Ho ocher change I s  necessary and the re-'iaed statute would permit schools to 
deal With truancy without clogging up t e court system. This recommendation 
was presented In the la s t  le g is la t iv e  session and almost made i t  into law. I 
request your support when i t  cones before you in committee or on the floor 
th is  year.

Please contact tie i f  you have any questions.

Cordially .

Dr. Dennis Daggett 
Associate Superintendent 
Instructional Services

c c .  E x e c u t i v e  S o c r o t e t r y ,  A l e e f e a  A S A

end
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D E PA R TM E N T OF L A W

C R IM IN A L  D IV IS IO N /T H IR D  J U D IC IA L  D IS T R IC T
a

O F F IC E  O F THE D IS T R IC T  A T T O R N E Y

February 8, 1985

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

REPLY TO

C 1031 WEST Jin A VENUE. SUITE 320 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 
PHONE 1907)277-8622

□ P.O. BOX 3070 
DILLINGHAM. ALASKA 99576 
PHONE. (9071 342-2482

d  145 MAIN STREET LOOP. ROOM 201 
KENAI. ALASKA 99611 
PHONE. 1907) 233-3131

□ 326 CENTER AVE. SUITE 205 
KODIAK. ALASKA 99615 
PHONE: (907) 486-5744

G 809 S. CHUGACH ST.
PALMER. ALASKA 99645 
PHONE: (907) 745-5027

□ P.O. BOX 671 
VALDEZ. ALASKA 99686 
PHONE. (907) 83S- 2462

I 3 Z i;-i
\  f i e  9  5 * ^  :-l

Dr. Dennis Daggett 
Associate Superintendent 
Instructional Services 
Box 1200
Soldotna, Alaska 99669

Re: Tony Kansen
Johnny Colwell

Dear Dr. Daggett,

On May 24, 1984, we received your letter regarding the above students 
and a complaint alleging failure to educate a child was filed June 26,
1984. Because of difficulty in serving a summons, Mrs. Hanson was not 
arraigned until November 28, 1984. Her trial was set for Februarv 11,
1985.

The public defender has indicated they would seek to have the case 
dismissed because of the wording of the statute which seems to relieve 
the parent of responsibility at the end of each school year. I have 
dismissed the case because I do not believe we could convince the 
court of any other interpretation of that statute.

Hopefully, we can begin these cases earlier in the school year so that 
we could get to trial (or whatever disposition is appropriate) before 
the statute creates a problem. Perhaps the statute should be chanced.

If you have any questions, please call.

Very truly yours,

Shannon D . Turner 
Assistant District Attorney

SDT:11
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O f f ered: 4 / 3 / 8 7
Re f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y  and
F i n a n c e

5-0331L

O r i g i n a l  sponsor: F i s c h e r

B Y  T H E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D
1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 H O U S E  CS F O R  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 33 (HESS)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F or an Act entitled: " A n  Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to the v i o l a t i o n  of c o m p u l s o r y

7 e d u c a t i o n  laws."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 (a) E v e r y  c h i l d  b e t w e e n  s e v e n  an d  16 y e a r s  of ape s h a l l  a t t e n d

11 s c h o o l  at the p u b l i c  s c h o o l  in the d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the c h i l d  r e s i d e s

12 d u r i n g  e a c h  s c h o o l  term. E v e r y  p a r ent, g u a r d i a n  or o t h e r  p e r s o n

13 h a v i n g  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  or c o n t r o l  of a c h i l d  b e t w e e n  s e v e n  and

14 16 y e a r s  of ag e  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  the c h i l d  in a t t e n d a n c e  at a p u b l i c

15 s c h o o l  in the d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the c h i l d  r e s i d e s  d u r i n g  the e n t i r e

16 s c h ool term, e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in (b) of this s e c t i o n  [ I N SURE T H A T

17 T H E  C H I L D  IS N O T  A B S E N T  F R O M  A T T E N D A N C E ] .

18 * Sec. 2. AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 0 2 0  is r e p e a l e d  a nd r e e n a c t e d  to read:

19 Sec. 1 4 . 3 0.020. V I O L A T I O N S .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  k n o w i n g l y  fails to

20 c o m p l y  w i t h  AS  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 1 0  is g u i l t y  of a v i o l a t i o n .  E a c h  f ive d ays of

21 u n l a w f u l  a b s e n c e  u n d e r  AS  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 1 0  is a s e p a r a t e  v i o l a t i o n .

22 * Sec. 3. AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 0 5 0  is r e p ealed.

SB0033C - 1 - HCS CSSB 3 3 (HESS)



Offered: 1/29/87
Referred: Rules

5-0331B

O r i g i n a l  sponsor: F i s c h e r

B Y  T H E  HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  
IN THE S E N A T E  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 33 (HESS)

I N  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  an  Act entitled: " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to the v i o l a t i o n  of c o m p u l s o r y

e d u c a t i o n  laws."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T ATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 4 . 30.020 is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 14.30.020. PENALTY. A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  AS  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 1 0  is 

g u i l t y  of a class B m i s d e m e a n o r .  E a c h  d a y  of u n l a w f u l  a b s e n c e  is a 

s e p a r a t e  offense.

SB0033b -1- CSSB 3 3 (HESS)



I n t r oduced: 1/19/87
R eferred: H e a lth, E d u c a t i o n  and

S o cial S e r v i c e s

5-0331A

1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  F I S C H E R

2 S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 33

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T ATE OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F or an Ac t  entitled: " A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to the v i o l a t i o n  of c o m p u l s o r y

7 e d u c a t i o n  laws."

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 4 . 3 0 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

L0 Sec. 14.30.020. V I O L A T I O N .  A  p e r s o n  v i o l a t i n g  AS  1 4 . 3 0 . 0 1 0  is

LI g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r  a nd u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  by a fine of

L2 not less t han $50 n o r  m o r e  t h a n  $200, plu s  the cost of p r o s e c u t i o n ,

L3 and m a y  be i m p r i s o n e d  u n t i l  the fine a n d  costs are pai d  or u n t i l  the

L4 c o n v i c t e d  p e r s o n  has s e r v e d  one day for e v ery $2 of the fine and

L5 costs, at w h i c h  time the fine an d  costs are a u t o m a t i c a l l y  d i s c harged.

L6 E a c h  u n l a w f u l  a b s e n c e  is a v i o l a t i o n  a n d  if an  a b s e n c e  is e x t e n s i v e

L7 there is a n ew v i o l a t i o n  e a c h  t ime five c o n s e c u t i v e  days of the

L8 a b s e n c e  elapse. The court m a y  s u s p e n d  sentence, stay or p o s t p o n e

19 e n f o r c e m e n t  of e x e c ution, or  r e l e a s e  from c u s t o d y  a p e r s o n  found

20 g u i l t y  u p o n  the c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  are in  the best i n t e r e s t s  of the

21 child. [IN A N Y  EVENT, AT T H E  E X P I R A T I O N  OF  T HE S C H O O L  YEAR, T HE

22 P E R S O N  S H A L L  BE  R E L E A S E D  A N D  D I S C H A R G E D  F R O M  A L L  P E N A L T I E S  P R O V I D E D  BY

23 T HIS SE'TION.]

SB0033A - 1 - SB 33




