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c

Original sponsors: Szymanski, Sturgulewski,
Josephson and Kerttula

BY THE COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL
1 IN THE SENATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 18 (C&RA)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act creating the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife

7 Refuge and renaming the Potter Point State Game

8 Refuge as the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge; and

9 providing for an effective date."

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Section 1. AS 16.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

12 Sec. 16.20.031. ANCHORAGE COASTAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. (a) The

13 following described state-owned land and water is established as the

14 Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge and shall be managed as a state game

15 refuge for the protection of waterfowl, shorebirds, salmon, and other

16 fish and wildlife species, and their habitat and for the use and

17 enjoyment of the people of the state:

18 (1) Township 13 North, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian

19 Section 20: SE 1/4 seaward of the 20 foot elevation

20 contour

21 SE 1/4 NE 1/4 seaward of the 20 foot elevation con-

22 tour

23 Section 29: E 1/2 seaward of the 20 foot elevation

24 contour

25 SW 1/4 seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour

26 Section 30: SE 1/4 SE 1/4

27 Section 31: All seaward of the 20 foot elevation

28 contour except NW 1/4 NW 1/4

29 Section 32: All seaward of the 20 foot elevation

SB0018B -1- CSSB 18(C&RA)



1 contour

2 (2) Township 13 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian

3 Section 36: S 1/2

4 S 1/2 N 1/2

5 (3) Township 12 North, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian

6 Sections 6 - 9 :  Seaward of the 20 foot elevation

7 contour

8 Section 15: NW 1/4 seaward of the 20 foot elevation

9 contour

10 SW 1/4 NE 1/4 seaward of the 20 foot elevation

11 contour

12 Government l.ot 5 and the remainder of the W 1/2 SE

13 1/4, all

14 SW 1/4

15 Section 16: Seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour

16 Sections 17 - 22

17 Section 23: Government Lot 1 and the remainder of the

18 SW 1/4, all seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour

19 Government Lot 2 and the remainder of the S 1/2 NW

20 1/4, all seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour

21 Government Lots 3 and 4, and the remainder of the SE

22 1/4, all seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour

23 Section 24: Tract A, Shorecrest Subdivision (Plat No.

24 81-68, Anchorage Recording District)

25 Section 25: Government Lots 1 and 2, and the remainder

26 of the W 1/2, all

27 Tract A, Johns Park Estates, and the remainder of the

28 NE 1/4, excluding Skyway Park Estates, Addition No. 1

29 all seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour Govern-
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1 ment Lots 3 and 4, and the remainder of the SE 1/4,

2 all

3 Sections 26 - 36

4 (4) Township 12 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian

5 • Sections 1 - 2

6 Sections 11 - 14

7 Sections 23 - 26

8 Sections 35 - 36

9 (5) Township 12 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian

10 Section 29: That portion of the SW 1/4 southwesterly

11 of the Alaska Railroad right-of-way and southerly of

12 Oceanview Subdivision, Addition No. 6

13 Section 30: That portion of Tract A, Johns Park

14 Estates, seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour

15 Government Lot 2 and that portion of the SE 1/4 NW

16 1/4 southwesterly of Oceanview West Subdivision,

17 Addition No. 1

18 Government Lots 3 and 4 and the remainder of the SW

19 1/4, all

20 That portion of the SW 1/4 NE 1/4 and the SE 1/4

21 southwesterly of Oceanview Subdivision, Addition No.

22 4 and Addition No. 6

23 Section 31

24 Section 32: All land southwesterly of the Alaska

25 Railroad right-of-way

26 Section 33: All land westerly of the Alaska Railroad

27 right-of-way

28 (6) Township 11 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian

29 Section 3: Government Lot 5

SD0018B -3- CSSB 1 8 (C&RA)
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1 Section 4: That portion southwesterly of the Old

2 Seward Highway right-of-way and The Landings

3 Subdivision which is northeasterly of the New Seward
)

4 Highway right-of-way

5 That portion southwesterly of the Alaska Railroad

6 right-of-way

7 Sections 5 - 8

8 Section 9: That portion southwesterly of the Alaska

9 Railroad right-of-way

10 That portion northeasterly of the New Seward Highway

11 right-of-way

12 Section 10: That portion westerly of the Old Seward

13 Highway right-of-way which is northeasterly of

14 the New Seward Highway right-of-way

15 That portion southwesterly of the Alaska Railroad

1C right-of-way

17 (7) Township 11 North, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian

18 Sections 1 - 4

19 Sections 10 - 12

20 (b) Except as provided in (d) of this section, the Department of

21 Fish and Game and the Department of Natural Resources shall exercise

22 their respective authorities over the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife

23 Refuge consistent with a management plan prepared by the Department of

24 Fish and Game in consultation with the Department of Natural

25 Resources.

26 (c) A public right-of-way for surface transportation and a

27 utility corridor are created across state-owned land and water within

28 the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge between the Anchorage mainland

29 and Fire Island. The management plan prepared under (b) of this

CSSB 1 8 (C&RA) -4- SB0018B



c
1 section shall identify the actual location on the land and water of

2 the right-of-way and of the utility corridor between the Anchorage

3 mainland and Fire Island.

4 (d) Land owned by. the Municipality of Anchorage that lies within

5 the boundary of the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge described in (a)

6 of this section may be included in the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife

7 Refuge. An agreement between the Department of Fish and Game and the

8 Municipality of Anchorage for the management of the land within the

9 Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge that is owned by the Municipality of

10 Anchorage shall be approved by the Municipality of Anchorage and by

11 the Department of Fish and Game.

12 (e) The state or the Municipality of Anchorage may not acquire

13 privately owned land within the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge

^  14 described in (a) of this section by eminent domain for inclusion

15 within the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge. The Department of Fish

16 and Game or the Municipality of Anchorage may acquire privately owned

17 land within the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge by purchase, ex-

18 change, or otherwise, except by eminent domain.

19 (f) The land and water areas of the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife

20 Refuge are closed to mineral entry under AS 38.05.185 - 38.05.275.

21 * Sec. 2. The initial management plan prepared under AS 16.20.031(b) as

22 enacted in sec. 1 of this Act shall be completed within three years after

23 the effective date of this Act.

24 * Sec. 3. AS 16.20.030(b) is repealed.

25 * Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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H>tate HegtSlatute
Senator Mike Szymanski

DATE:

M E M O R A N D U M

Senate  Resource  Committee Members

Senato r Mike S zym an sk i

SB  18 -  A nchorage  Coastal Wildlife R e fuge  
B a ck g ro u nd /  In tent

F e b ru a ry  14, 1987

W hile in Session: 
P.O. Box V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99911 
(907) 4654978/4979

Interim 
11920 Johns Rd. 

Anchorage, AK 99515 
(907)349-3373

1024 W. 6 th 
Anchorage. AK 9950! 

(907) 276-6739

In 1971, the A la ska  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  c rea ted  Potter Po int S ta te  Came 
R e fu ge  (A S 1 6 . 2 0 . 0 3 0 (b ) )  wh ich  e x ten d s  so u th e a s te r ly  a long  the 
co a st l in e  o f  A nchorage  from Pt . Campbell to Potter C reek .  T h is  e a s i ly  
a c c e s s ib le ,  u rb an  re fu g e  p ro v id e s  exce l len t  w ild l i fe  v iew in g  
o pp o r tun it ie s  fo r  c ity  r e s i d e r t s ,  and it enhance s  the A nchorage  economy 
th ro u gh  i t s  v a lu e  a s  a to u r i s t  a t t ra c t io n .

In Ju n e  1983, the  M unic ipa lity  o f  A nchorage (MOA) e s t a b l i s h e d  the  
Po tte r  M arsh T a s k  Force to a d d r e s s  management prob lem s th a t  were  
deve lop ing  both w ith in  and a round  the R e fu g e ,  and  to su b s e q u e n t ly  
make recommendations for improv ing management o f  the  r e fu g e .  The 
T a s k  Force is  supp o r ted  by  the MOA, A laska  Department o f  F ish  and 
Came (A D F&G ), A la ska  Department o f Natural R e sou rce s  (D N R ) and  
in te re s te d  p ub l ic  members.

SB  18 i s  su pp o r ted  by  the A dm in is tra t ion , the R abb it  C reek  Community 
C ounc i l ,  the Oceanview Community Counc il , the National R if le  
A sso c ia t io n , the M unic ipa lity  of Anchorage and  v a r io u s  env ironm enta l 
and deve lopm ent g ro u p s  in the A nchorage a r e a .  It i s  an exam ple  o f 
m u lt ip le -u se  le g is la t io n  wh ich  h a s  been deve loped and suppo rted  by  
d iv e r s e  g ro u p s  and  in d iv id u a l s  and  I r e sp e c t fu l ly  r e q u e s t  i t s  p a s s . g e  
by  the  Committee.

S B  18 would:

I ) Rename th e  e x i s t in g  Potter Point S ta te  Came Re fuge  the "A ncho rage  
C oasta l Wildlife R e fu g e 11.

Sect ion  I, AS 16 .20 .031 ( a )  would e s t a b l i s h  the A nchorage  Coasta l 
W ild life R e fu ge  to be managed for the protection o f  w a te r fow l,  sh o re  
b i r d s ,  sa lm on , and  o ther f i s h  and  w ild l i fe  s p e c ie s ,  and  th e ir  h ab ita t  
and  fo r  the u se  and en joyment o f  the people o f the  S ta te .  Sect ion  3 
r ep e a l s  AS 1 6 . 2 0 . 0 3 0 (b )  wh ich  is  the e x i s t in g  s ta tu te  e s t a b l i s h in g  the 
Po tte r  Po int S ta te  Came R e fu g e .  T h is  new name more a c cu ra te ly  
r e f le c t s  the R e fu g e 's  location and  re lat ion to the c ity  o f  A ncho rage .

Senate District E
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2 )  P rov ice  a p re c ise  lega l d e s c r ip t io n ,  in s u r v e y a b le  sect ion  l in e s ,  o f 
the  b o und ar ie s  o f the S ta te -owned  land and w ater  inc luded in the 
R e fu ge .

The 1971 le g is la t io n  r e a d s ,  "T he  fo llow ing d e sc r ib ed  sta te -ow ned  land 
and ad jacen t  s t a te  w a te r ,  e x c lu d in g  e x i s t in g  and ap p l ied - fo r  h ig h w ay ,  
p ip e l in e s  and  ra i lw ay  r i g h t s - o f -w a y  a s  o f May 2 0 ,  1971, a re  e s tab l i sh ed  
a s  the Po tter Point S ta te  Came R e fuge :  All land and water sou th  and
w est  o f and ad jacen t to the toe o f  the b lu f f  wh ich  e x te nd s  from 
Campbell Point so u th e a s te r ly  to Potter C r e e k . "  T h is  lan gu age  does not 
d e f in e  any  real or m easu rab le  limit a s  to how fa r  the Re fuge  boundary  
e x te n d s  s e aw a rd ,  and  the in land  boundary  is  open to wide 
in te rp re ta t io n .  Many t im es , th is  lack  o f c la r i ty  h a s  re su lted  in 
con fu s ion  for s ta te  a g e n c ie s ,  p r iv a te  deve lopment in t e r e s t s ,  and the 
g en e ra l  p u b l ic .  T h e re fo re ,  SB  18 in Section I, su b se c t io n s  ( I )  th rough  
( 7 )  d e s c r ib e s  in deta il the lega l r e fu g e  bo un d a r ie s .

3 )  Add add it iona l t id e land s  and near  sho re  up land  to the e x i s t in g  
r e fu g e .

The MOA h a s  a sk e d  th a t  R e fuge  bounda r ie s  be expanded  no rthw ard  
from P t .  Campbell to P t .  Woronzof to in c lude  m unic ipa lly  owned w e t land s  
w ith in  the R e fuge  for management by  ADF&G. In 1979, unde r  the 
A nchorage  Coasta l Zone Management P lan ,  th e se  land s were iden t if ied  a s  
A reas Meriting Specia l Attention and c la s s i f ie d  a s  P re se rv a t io n  W etlands. 
Inc lu s ion  o f  th e se  land s  w ith in  the  R e fuge  does not a ffo rd  them any  
more protection  than they  a lre ad y  have  und e r  the p re se rv a t io n  s t a t u s ,  
b u t  would fac i l i ta te  the uniform management o f A ncho rage 's  coasta l 
l a n d s .  The new bo un d ar ie s  (d e sc r ib e d  in Section I, su b se c t io n s  ( I )  
th ro u gh  ( 7 ) )  w ere  coopera t ive ly  d rawn  by the MOA, ADF&G, and DNR.

4 ) R e s t r ic t  the s ta te  and m un ic ipa lity  from a cqu ir in g  p roperty  by  
em inent domain for in c lu s ion  w ith in  the R e fu g e .

T h i s  would pro tect p r iv a te  p rope r ty  ow ners  by  r e q u ir in g  that p rope r ty  
to be inc luded  w ith in  the an cho rage  Coastal Wildlife Refuge  be a cq u ired  
th ro u gh  p u r c h a s e ,  e x c h a n g e ,  or o th e rw ise  (Sec t ion  1 ( e ) ) ,  and 
p ro h ib i t in g  a cqu is i t io n  by  em inent domain.

5 )  P ro v id e  for management o f  the  Re fuge  by  ADF&C and DNR.

Section  1 (b ) p ro v id e s  t h a t ,  a s  in the p a s t ,  both ADF&G and DNR would 
e x e r c i s e  th e ir  r e sp e c t iv e  a u th o r i t ie s  o ve r  the  R e fu g e ,  e xcep t a s  
p ro v id ed  in Section 1 (d ) .  Management o f  the  Anchorage Coastal W ildlife 
R e fu ge  will be  c o n s i s t e n t  w ith  a management p lan p repared  by  the  
ADF&G und e r  A S I6 .2 0 . 0 4 0 - 1 6 . 2 0 .0 6 0 .  The p lan w ill be completed w ith in  
one y e a r  o f  the  e f fe c t iv e  date  o f  the Act (Sec t ion  2 ) .

The management p lan p rep a red  b y  ADF&G sh a l l  a lso  p rov ide  for a 
co r r id o r  fo r  t ran sp o r ta t io n  and u t i l i t ie s  between F ire  Is land  and the  
A nchorage  main land (Sec t ion  1 ( c ) ) .  T h i s  i s  to e n su re  a c c e s s  to the  
i s l a n d ' s  ow ners  for fu tu re  deve lopment and would a lso  be o f economic 
b en e f i t  to the  MOA.



H u n t in g ,  a s  in  th e  p a s t  and  in accordance  w ith  s t a te  re gu la t io n s  w ill 
con t inue  to be  a llowed on s ta te -ow ned  land s  w ith in  the Re fuge  w e s t  and  
no rth  o f  the A la sk a  RailroacT!

While the  land  and  w a te r  a r e a s  o f  the Anchorage  Coasta l Wildlife R e fuge  
a re  c lo sed  to m inera l e n t r y  u nd e r  AS 3 8 .0 5 .1 8 5  -  3 8 . 0 5 . 2 7 5 ,  the 
bo un d a ry  e x te n s io n  no rth  o f  P t . Campbell w a s  d rawn  so tha t all 
p r e v io u s ly  i s s u e d  o f f sho re  m in ing  perm its w ere  e xc luded  from w ith in  the  
R e fu g e .  Oil ar.d g a s  le a s in g  w ill not be  a ffec ted  (Sec t ion  1 ( f ) )  b y  th is  
le g is la t io n



P.O . BOX 6-550

A N C H O R A G E . ALASKA 99502-0650 
(907) 264-4960

'CN'r f.'.CWLiS 
MArCR

IN T ERGOVERNM ENTAL  AFFAIRS

F e b r u a r y  2 0 , 1985

H o n . E dna  D e V r ie s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n .  D e V r ie s :

D u r in g  a  r e c e n t  h e a r i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  S .B .  1 9 , c r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o ra g e  C o a s t a l  
S t a t e  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  y o u  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  A n c h o ra g e  A s s e m b ly  s u p p o r t e d  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  A t t h a t  t i m e ,  I  r e s p o n d e d  b y  h i g h l i g h t i n g  s e v e r a l  a c t i o n s  
w h ic h  t h e  A s s e m b ly  h a d  t a k e n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t o f  l a n d s  w i t h i n  
t h e  R e fu g e  f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  p u r p o s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a d o p t i o n  
o f  t h e  C o s t a l  Z one  M a n a g e m e n t P l a n  a n d  a n  A n c h o r a g e  W e t la n d s  P l a n .  W h ile  
b o t h  o f  t h e s e  d o c u m e n ts  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i o n s  s p o k e  d i r e c t l y  t o  l a n d  u s e ,  we w a n te d  
to  m ake c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  A s s e m b ly  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e a k  d i r e c t l y  on  
th e  i s s u e  o f  S .B .  19 i t s e l f .

M u n ic ip a lit y
of

A ncho rag e

A t t a c h e d  i s  A s s e m b ly  R e s o l u t i o n  8 5 - 4 2 ,  r e c o m m e n d in g  e n a c tm e n t  o f  S .B .  19 
c r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o ra g e  C o a s t a l  S t a t e  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  w h ic h  w as p a s s e d  by  
th e  A s s e m b ly  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 , 1 9 8 5 .

I f  I  c a n  b e  o f  a n y  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  m o v in g  a l o n g  S .B .  1 9 , p l e a s e  c a l l

R e p . M ik e  S z y m a n s k i



babbit Creek Community Council
16350 Sandpiper Drive, 
Anchorage, Alaska 99516

February 12, 1987

Senate Resource Committee,
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senators,

We respectfully request this letter ‘be read into the Resource Committee hear­
ing minutes on February 25th, 1987.

The Rabbit Creek Community Council (RCCC) is pleased that the bill creating 
Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge has been reintroduced into the legislature 
as Senate Bill 18. We unanimously support this bill which provides a refuge 
for the protection of waterfowl, shorebirds, salmon, and other fish and wild­
life species, and their habitat and for the enjoyment and use of the people 
of the state. We trust that the Senate and House will take positive and im­
mediate action on SB 18 that has the wide support of your constituents.

The RCCC looks forward to working with you throughout this legislative ses­
sion. If there are any questions or concerns that you might have with which we 
could help, please contact me (h. 345-2453, w.261-4664).

Sincerely,

President



N a t i o n a l  R i f l e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a
In c o r p o r a t e d  is h

1600 Rhode Island Avenue. N.W . 
Washington. D .C . 20036

R i t e  A n d r e w s  
F ie l d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
A l a s k a

9416 L o n g r u n  D r iv e  
Juneau A K  99801 
907/789-7422

March 14, 1986

Senator Edria DeVries 
427-Capitol
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator DeVries:

Other professional committments will prevent me from person­
ally testifying before your committee on Senate CS for CS for 
House Bill 186,"An Act Creating the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife 
Refuge".

Section 16.20.031 (d), clearly states that any management plan 
adopted by ADF&G may not restrict Jhe area where the present 
Rabbit Creek Range is located, and further, this section des­
cribes said rifle range boundaries. This section protects in 
perpetuity the shooting facilities.

From the perspective of the National Rifle Association, we 
support HB 186 in the above version and urge its' approval 
and adoption by your committee and adoption by the Alaska 
Senate.

Thank you for letting me take this means to comment.

RuDe  ̂ Andrews .. A l a s k a  Field R e p r e s e n t a t i v e



• I
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9151 S k v w o o a  Lane 
Juneau, A l a s k a  99801 
F e b r u a r y  26, 1985

The H o n o r a b l e  A d e l h e i a  Herrmann, C o - C h a i r m a n  
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  Shultz, C o - C h a i r m a n  
Ho us e R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Re: HB 186: A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  W i l d l i f e  Re fuge

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  H e r r m a n n  a n d  Shultz:

T h e  L e a g u e  o f  W o m e n  V o t e r s  of A l a s k a  s u p p o r t s  H B  186,
c r e a t i n g  the A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge. We think the bill, as 
p r e s e n t l y  struc tu re d,  sets a s i d e  and p r o t e c t s  a u ni q ue  area th at  is de 
facto c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  for a l a rg e p o p u l a t i o n  of w a t e r  fowl and o ther 
wildlife, and w h i c h  s h ould be p r e s e r v e d  in its nat ur a l state for the 
p r o t e c t i o n  of the w i l d l i f e  and the e n j o y m e n t  of p eo pl e  w h o  wish to 
v i e w  the w i l d l i f e .

S p e a k i n g  from p e r s o n a l  experience, w h e n  I first a r r i v e d  in
A l a s k a  e ig h t y e a r s  ago, d u r i n g  m y  f ir st  w e e k  as an A n c h o r a g e  resident, 
one the m o s t  m e m o r a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e s  for m y s e l f  and m y  small d a u g h t e r  
w a s  a v i s i t  to the area of the p r o p o s e d  refuge, w h e r e  we spent sev er al  
h o u r s  e n j o y i n g  the v i e w i n g  of a w i d e  v a r i e t y  of w a t e r  fowl (including 
t heir y o u n g ) . The a v a i l a b i l i t y  of such an e x p e r i e n c e  is e s p e c i a l l y  
i m p o r t a n t  in a l o c a t i o n  close to a large p o p u l a t i o n  c e n t e r  such as 
A nchorage, w h e r e  it can b e  e n j o y e d  b y  m a n y  people, inc lu d in g children. 
T h e  p r o t e c t i o n  and w i s e  m a n a g e m e n t  of that area is an i m p o r t a n t  step 
t o w a r d  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  k i n d  of e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  m o s t  of us to 
b e c o m e  A la skans.

DEC:sd
cc: C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  (Wallis, Sund, T ho mpson, M. W. Miller,

Cato, Pearce, and Jenkins)
S p o n so rs  ( S z y m a n s k i  and C lo cksin)

T h a n k  y o u  for c o n s i d e r i n g  o u r  views.

Sincerely,

(Natural R e s o u r c e s  Portfolio)



ALASKA WATERFOWL ASSOCIATION

Dear Senator DeVries:

Cur organization of over 200 people support the 
Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge. We would urge you 
to report it out of your corrmittee with a do pass.
If there are any problems with this bill please let me 
know by return mail. We believe it is time to finish 
this worthwhile task and proceed to the next one. 
Hopefully our great grandchildren will hear the sounds 
of waterfowl 100 years in the future.

3105A IAKESHO RE DRIVE, SUITE 102 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503 

TEL. (907) 243-3235

Janu ar y 14., 1986

Senator Edna DeVries, Chair 
Senate Community & Regional Affairs 
Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

RE: HB 186
Anchorage Coastal 
Wildlife Refuge

Very truly yours,

President

cc: Mayor Tony Knowles
Senator Vic Fischer 
Representative Syzmanski

JWH:kmf



\ *ANCHORAGE H 'Audubon Society, inc.
A C H A P T E R  O F  TH E  N A T IO N A L  A U D U B O N  S O C IE T Y

F e b ru ar y 12, 1986

Post O f f i c e  Box 101161 
A n cho ra g e ,  A laska  

99510 H o n o r a b l e  Jan Faiks 
A laska State Senator 
Pouch V  
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Faiks:

During last y e a r ' s  session I c o r m u n i c a t e d  w i t h  you 
r e g a r d i n g  House Bill 186 w h i c h  has been r e f e r r e d  to 
yo ur  Finance Co mmittee and to the S e n at e C o m m u n i t y  and  
R egi on al  Affairs Committee. As P r e s i d e n t  of the 1,600 
m e m b e r  A n c h o r a g e  A u d ub on  Society, Inc., I a m  w r i t i n g  to 
you to request prompt c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of H B  186 by the 
Senate F i n a n c e  C om mittee a n d  its f a v o r a bl e r e c o m m e n­
dation of the Bill.

As you m a y  know, this Bill r e c ei ve d  its impetus 
fr om  the Potter's Marsh T a s k  Force, a c o n s o r t i u m  of 
state a n d  federal govern me nt  agencies, p r o fi t a n d  n on­
profit groups intere st ed  in c o n se rv at io n , a n d  d e v e l o p­
ment  interests. The Bill e x p a n d s  the r e f u g e  in some 
respects so that the b ou nd a ri es  of the r e f u g e  m o r e  c l o­
sely concide with the M a rs h' s a c t u a l  p hy si c a l  b o u n­
daries. The Bill spec if ic al l y pr o te ct s private 
p r o p er ty  owners by p r o hi bi ti n g the s t at e 's  e x e r c i s e  of 
its powers of condemnation. M o s t  i mp or t a n t l y ,  from our 
S oc ie ty 's  point of view, the Bill s p e c i f i c a l l y  requires 
the d e v el op me nt  of a long- ra ng e m a n a g e m e n t  plan.

Potter's Marsh is one of the m o s t  a c c e s s i b l e  and 
o u ts ta n d i n g  nongame recre at io na l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r­
tunities which serves not only your South A n c h o r a g e  
c o n st it ue n cy  but the enti re  A n c h o r a g e  Bowl. Potter's 
M a rs h r eceives in excess of 200,000 visi ts  from 
tourists and residents each year. F r o m  our p oint jf 
view, it is imperative that a l o n g - r a n g e  plan be d e v e­
loped in order that the M a r s h ' s  full p o t e n t i a l  as a 
r ecreational and e d ucational f a c i l i t y  can be d e v e l op e d 
while, at the same time, m a x i m i z i n g  the p r o t e c t i o n  of



its e c o - s y s t e m  so that future res i de nt s and visitors 
may continue to enjoy its o u t s t a n d i n g  benefits.

As an example of the u n p a r a l l e l e d  o pp or t u n i t i e s  
provided by the Marsh, keep in m i n d  that the Marsh is 
used each spring by s ig ni fi c an t numbers of trumpeter 
swans. These m a g n i f i c e n t  birds are m a k i n g  a comeback 
from the e n d a n g e r e d  species list. Each spring, the 
Ma rs h is a haven, feeding g r ou nd , a n d  staging area for 
the swans northern m i g r a t i o n  to w e s t  of Anchorage.
Most of the school ch ildren of o u r  c o u n t r y  will never 
see a trumpeter swan du ring their lifetime. Yet, here 
in Anchorage, the Marsh p r o v i d e s  a natural habi ta t 
w h e r e  they may  be o b s e r ve d by a ll w i t h o u t  a p pr ec ia bl e 
danger. This is the ki n d of o p p o r t u n i t y  passage of 
Ho us e Bill 186 will g u a r a n t y  for the future of 
A n c h o r a g e  and your co ns t it ue nc y.

If you have any questio ns , I will be happy to 
discuss them with you p e r s o n a l l y .  M y  w o r k  number is 
278-4691. Please let m e  k n o w  w h e n  HB 186 will be s c h e­
duled for hearing. If n ec es s ar y,  I will be happy to 
testify at the hearing. T h a n k  you for your c o n­
siderati on  a n d  prompt p a s s a g e  ou t of y ou r C o m m it te e of 
HB 186.

CGE:afg
cc: Senator Edna DeVries

Rep. M i k e  Szymanski 
Mayor T o n y  K n ow le s 
Greg Jones
Dave Cline, N a t io na l A u d u b o n  Soc ie t y 
Toni McPherson, O k i o t a k  E di to r

Yours ver y truly

A N C H O R A G E  A U D U B O N  SOCIETY, INC

C h a r l e s  G. Evans, President



Introduced: 1/19/87
Referred: Community & Regional Affairs,

Resources and Finance

5-0220..

BY SZYMANSKI, STURGULEWSKI
1 IN THE SENATE J0SEPHS0N AND KERTTULA

2 SENATE BILL NO. 18

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act creating the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife

7 Refuge."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1, AS 16.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

10 Sec. 16.20.031. ANCHORAGE COASTAL WILDLIFE REFUGE. (a) The

11 following described state-owned land and water is established as the

12 Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge and shall be managed as a state game

13 refuge for the protection of waterfowl, shorebirds, salmon, and other

14 fish and wildlife species, and their habitat and for the use and

15 enjoyment of the people of the state:

16 (1) Township 13 North, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian

17 Section 20: SE 1/4 seaward of the 20 foot elevation

18 contour

19 SE 1/4 NE 1/4 seaward of the 20 foot elevation con-

20 tour

21 Section 29: E 1/2 seaward of the 20 foot elevation

22 contour

23 SW 1/4 seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour

24 Section 30: SE 1/4 SE 1/4

25 Section 31: All seaward of the 20 foot elevation

26 contour except NW 1/4 NW 1/4

27 Section 32: All seaward of the 20 foot elevation

28 contour

29 (2) Township 13 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian

SB0018A -1- SB 18



S 1/2 N 1/2

Township 12 North, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian 

Sections 6 - 9 :  Seaward of the 20 foot elevation

contour

Section 15: NW 1/4 seaward of the 20 foot elevation

contour

SW 1/4 NE 1/4 seaward of the 20 foot elevation 

contour

Government Lot 5 and the remainder of the W ' /2 SE 

1/4, all 

SW 1/4

Section 16: Seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour

Sections 17 - 22

Section 23: Government Lot 1 and the remainder of the

SW 1/4, all seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour 

Government Lot 2 and the remainder of the S 1/2 NW 

1/4, all seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour 

Government Lots 3 and 4, and the remainder of the SE 

1/4, all seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour 

Section 24: Tract A, Shorecrest Subdiv: sion (Plat No.

81-68, Anchorage Recording District)

Section 25: Government Lots 1 and 2, and the remainder

of the W 1/2, all

Tract A, Johns Park Estates, and the remainder of the 

NE 1/4, excluding Skyway Park Estates, Addition No. 1 

all seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour Govern­

ment Lots 3 and 4, and the remainder of the SE 1/4, 

all

Section 36: S 1/2

-2- SB0018A



c
1 Sections 26 - 36

2 (4) Township 12 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian

3 Sections 1 - 2

4 Sections 11 - 14

5 Sections 23 - 26

6 Sections 35 - 36

7 (5) Township 12 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian

8 Section 29: That portion of the SW 1/4 southwesterly

9 of the Alaska Railroad right-of-way and southerly of

10 Oceanview Subdivision, Addition No. 6

11 Section 30: That portion of Tract A, Johns Park

12 Estates, seaward of the 20 foot elevation contour

13 Government Lot 2 and that portion of the SE 1/4 NW

14 1/4 southwesterly of Oceanview West Subdivision,

15 Addition No. 1

16 Government Lots 3 and 4 and the remainder of the SW

17 1/4, all

18 That portion of the SW 1/4 NE 1/4 and the SE 1/4

19 southwesterly of Oceanview Subdivision, Addition No.

20 4 and Addition No. 6

21 Section 31

22 Section 32: All land southwesterly of the Alaska

23 Railroad right-of-way

24 Section 33: All land westerly of the Alaska Railroad

25 right-of-way

26 (6) Township 11 North, Range 3 West, Seward Meridian

27 Section 3: Government Lot 5

28 Section 4: That portion southwesterly of the Old

29 Seward Highway right-of-way and The Landings
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Subdivision which is northeasterly of the New Seward 

Highway right-of-way

That portion southwesterly of the Alaska Railroad 

right-of-way 

Sections 5 - 8

Section 9: That portion southwesterly of the Alaska

Railroad right-of-way

That portion northeasterly of the New Seward Highway 

right-of-way

Section 10: That portion westerly of the Old Seward

Highway right-of-way which is northeasterly of 

the New Seward Highway right-of-way 

That portion southwesterly of the Alaska Railroad 

right-of-way

(7) Township 11 North, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian 

Sections 1 - 4  

Sections 10 - 12

(b) Except as provided in (d) of this section, the Department of 

Fish and Game and the Department of Natural Resources shall exercise 

their respective authorities over the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife 

Refuge consistent with a management plan prepared by the Department of 

Fish and Game under AS 16.20.040 - 16.20.060.

(c) A management plan prepared under AS 16.20.040 - 16.20.060 

shall assure continued surface access to Fire Island and provide an 

access and utilities corridor between Fire Island and the Anchorage 

mai nland.

(d) Land owned by the Municipality of Anchorage that lies within 

the boundary of the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge described in (a) 

of this section may be included in the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife

18 -4- SB0018A



1 Refuge. An agreement between the Department of Fish and Game and the

2 Municipality of Anchorage for the management of the land within the

3 Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge that is owned by the Municipality of

4 Anchorage shall be approved by the Municipality of Anchorage and by

5 the Department of Fish and Game.

6 (e) The state or the Municipality of Anchorage may not acquire

7 privately owned land within the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge '

3 described in (a) of this section by eminent domain for inclusion

9 within the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge. The Department of Fish

10 and Game or the Municipality of Anchorage may acquire privately owned

11 land within the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge by purchase, ex-

12 change, or otherwise except by eminent domain.

13 (f) The land and water areas of the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife

14 Refuge are closed to mineral entry under AS 38.05.185 - 38.05.275.

15 * Sec. 2. The initial management plan prepared under AS 16.20.031(b) as

16 enacted in sec. 1 of this Act shall be completed within one year of the

17 effective date of this Act.

18 * Sec. 3. AS 16.20.030(b) is repealed.
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