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DATE

The Finance Committee has considered H B  526

"An A c t  relating to t h e  practice of social w o r k  a n d  establ i s h i n g  the Board 
of Social W o r k e r  Examiners; and providing for an effective date."

R E C O M M E N D S :
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attached amendment(s) 

d o  pass 

[ ] do not pass

[- - ] n o  recommendation
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[ ] the same title

n e w  title

Committee

A D O P T S : [ ] letter of intent

ATTACHES N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E ( s ) : 

"£s<d_ fiscal impact 

\ ] zero fiscal note 

[ 3 zero w i t h  analysis

SIGNING D O  PASS:
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[ 3 same as p r e vious fiscal note
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The Finance Committee has considered HB 526 ------------- ---------
11.i\n Act relating to the practice of social work and establishing the Board 
of Social Worker Examiners: and providing for an effective date." 
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n p m r p c T  F I S C A L  N O T E
REQUEST:

Revision Date:................................... ....................... .....  Agency Affected ; Commerce & Econom ic D ev.
Title : An A ct  r e la t in g  to  th e  p r a c t i c e  BRU . O c cu p a tio n a l L ic e n s in e _________
o f  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k .. .  *
Sponsor: House Labor & Commerce  Components : —___________________________ _
Requestor:

STATE OF ALASKA BELL VERSION : CSHB 526 (L&C)
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE:

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands o f Pollan)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVEL 
CONTRACTUAL 
SUPPLIES 
EQUIPMENT 
LAND* STRUCTURES 
GRANTS, CLAIMS 
MISCELLANEOUS

3.JL . 3 .5 3 .5 3 .5 3 .5
1 .0 1 .0 1 .0 1 .0 1 .0

TOTAL OPERATING 4 .5 4 .5 4 .5 4 .5 4 .5

CAPITAL [

REVENUE 1 5 .0 '  3 .0 2 1 .0 3 .0 2 7 *° 1

FUNDING: (ThousandsofDoUars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER
TOTAL

4 .5 4 .5 4 .5 4 .5 4 .5
4 .5 4 .5 4 .5 4 .5 4 .5

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The b i l l  e s t a b l i s h e s  a Board o f  C l i n i c a l  S o c i a l  Work Exam iners t o  r e g u la t e  
and l i c e n s e  a p p rox im a te ly  50 p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  The ex p en ses  i d e n t i f i e d  above  
in c lu d e  t r a v e l  fu n ds f o r  th e  b oa rd  t o  m eet and c o n t r a c t u a l  fu n ds t o  c o v e r  
p r in t in g ,  a d v e r t is in g  and com m unication  e x p e n s e s . ( C0NTINUED ON ATTACHED)

a Prepared by : J e n n i fe r  S t r i c k l e r .  Management A n a l v s Q '  . p w  • ^ 5 - 2 1 4 4  
L5 Division : O ccu p a tio n a l L ic e n s in g ____________________ /% £  Date. 3 /5 * /6 6

Approved by Commissioner: J .  Anthony
Agency: Commerce and E conom ic Development! w u
Distribution (by preparer) :

Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget \
Impacted Agency(ies) P ^ e ---------of

ST ATE OF ALASKA 
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

BILL VERSION: CSHB 526 (L&C) 
PUBLISH DATE: "3728/88 

REOUEST: 
FISCAL NOTE 

Revision Dae: __ _,., ________ _ 
Title: An Act relatinR: to the practice 
of clinical social work ••• 

AgencyAffected:Commerce & Economic Dev. 
BRU: Occupational Licensin2 

Sponsor: House Lahar & commerce Requestm: ___________ _ Components:-----------

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of DoUan) 

OPERATING FY 88 
PERSONALSERVICES 
'IRAVB. 
CONl'RACIUAL 
SUPPUF3 
f.QUIPMENI' 
LAND & S'I'JlucnJRP.S 
GRAN'I'S, CLAIMS 
MISCEUMffiQUS 

TOTAL OPERATING 

I CAPITAL 

I. REVENUE 

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars) 

GENERALRJND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
arnER 
1UTAL 

POSITIONS: 

FULL-TIME 
PART-TIME 
TFMPORARY 

FY 89 

3 ,-• 'l 

J.O 

i 
4.5 . 

15.0 

4.5 
4.5 

0 
0 
0 

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

FY90 

3.5 
1.0 

4.5 

1- 3.a 

4.5 
4.5 

0 
0 
0 

FY91 FY92 FY93 

3.5 3.5 3.5 
1.0 1.0 1.0 

4.5 4.5 4.5 

1 1 1 

21.0 1 3. a 1 21. a J 

4.5 4.5 4.5 
4.5 4.5 4,5 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 

The bill establishes a Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners to regulate 
and license approximately SO practitioners. The expenses identified above 
include travel funds for the board to meet and contractual funds to cover 
printing, adv~rtising and communication expenses. (CONTINUED ON ATTACHED) 

li),Of\" Prepared by: Jennifer Strickler, Management Analys~ 
t'' i.:., Division: _ Occupational LicensinR: _ 

Distribution (by preparer ) : 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requester 
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted ~gency(ies) 

Phone. 465-2144 
Date • • ~ 17lf . 1 

Date: lf'-I/Y'l 
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CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
F o r  B i l l / B e s o l u t i o a  M o .  cshb 5 2 6  g t c )

The expenses identified do not include administrative overhead costs.

All licensing programs under central licensing are expected to cover a 

portion of the overhead expenses. To accomplish this, the division has 

established a formula used to spread overhead costs in each licensing 

area based on the number of licensees w ithin an occupation. For clinical 

social workers, 50 practitioners equal 0.24% of the current licensees; 

therefore, 0.24% of the overhead is assigned to the clinical social work 
licensing program to be covered by licensing fees.

Therefore, the total cost of the clinical social wor k  licensing program 

is $15,400 in the first year and licensing fees would need to attempt to 
cover this cost.

Clinical social workers have expressed their willingness to pay up to 

$150 per year ($300 biennial) for licensing fees. As a result, the 

profession wi l l  just about cover the costs of its licensing program in 

the first year. Revenues identified on even-numbered years are basi : on 

10 n ew licensees. Because of the renewal cycle of licenses, expenses in 

a nonrenewal year will have to be subsidized by general funds or through 

other licensing fees for those occupations undergoing renewal.

p a g e  J L o f
2

CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 
For Bill/Kesolution No_ csHB s26 CL&c) 

The expenses identified do not include administrative overhead costs. 
All licensing programs underc'entral licensing are expected to cover a 
portion of the overhead expenses. To accomplish this. the division has 
established a formula used to spread overhead costs in each licensing 
area based on the number of licensees within an occupation. For clinical 
social workers, 50 practitioners equal 0.24% of the current licensees; 
therefore, 0.24% of the overhead is assigned to the clinical social work 
licensing program to be covered by licensing fees. 

Therefore, the total cost of the clinical social work licensing program 
is $15,400 in the first year and licensing fees would need to attempt to 
cover this cost. 

Clinical social workers have expressed their willingness to pay up to 
$150 per year ($300 biennial) for licensing fees. As a result, the 
profession will just about cover the costs of its licensing program in 
the first year. Revenues !dentified on even-numbered years are basl : on 
10 new licensees. Because of the renewal cycle of licenses, expenses in 
a nonrenewal year will have to be subsidized by general funds or through 
other licensing fees for those occupations undergoing renewal. 

page _2 __ or 2 
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C S H B  5 2 6  ( L & C ) :  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  

work n d  e x e m p t i n g  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  f r o m  l i c e n s u r e  
as c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ;  a n d  f i r i n g  f o r  an  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

C S H B  5 2 6  e s t a b l i s h e s  a B o a r d  o f  C l i n i c a l  S o c i a l  Work E x a m i n e r s  t o  r e g u ­
l a t e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  work p e r f o r m e d  b y  I n d e p e n d e n t  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  e x e m p t s  i n d i v i d u a l s  who p r a c t i c e  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  work 
as an  e m p l o y e e  o f  a f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  or  o f  a p r i v a t e  
n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

C u r r e n t l y ,  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  wo rk er s  p r a c t i c e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  w i t h  n o  
o v e r s i g h t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  o r  m e a n s  t o  p u r s u e  u n e t h i c a l  
p r a c t i c e .  C l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o rk er s  o f t e n  work c l o s e l y  w i t h  p s y c h o l o ­
g i s t s  a n d  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  1 n  d i a g n o s i n g  a n d  t r e a t i n g  e m o t i o n a l  
d i s o r d e r s .  A l t h o u g h  o t h e r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  g e n e r a l l y  1 
r e c e i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o r  a  c l i n i c  
or  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y ,  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  h a v e  b e e n  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  
s u c h  o v e r s i g h t .  *

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  c o o p e r a t i v e  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  
a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  new l i c e n s i n g  f u n c t i o n  t h r o u g h  r e a l i s t i c  
l i c e n s i n g  f e e s .

as
IE 
si

o O

*  u
C 'E
cj t
B 0
h  c
s  05 u 

Q  08

X * A n t h o n y  s m i t h ,  c o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t

D a t e :
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CSHB 526 (L&C): An Act relating to the practice of clinical social 
work nd exempting certain persons from licensure 
as clinical social workers; and r- -~~~' :--,!ling for an 
effective date. 

CSHB 526 establishes a Board · of Clinical Social Work Exami ,r~rs to regu­
late the practice of clinical social work performed by independent 
practitioners and exempts individuals who practice clinical social work as an employee of a federal, state or local government, or of a private 
nonprofit organization. 

Currently, clinical social workers practice independently with no 
oversight of individual qualifications, or means to pursue unethical 
practice. Clinical social workers often work closely with psycholo­
gists and psychiatrists in diagnosing and treating emotional 
disorders. Although other classifications of social workers generally · 
receive supervision through their employment by the state or a cl in1c .;:­or medical facility, clinical social workers have been isolated from 1~~ -

such oversight. · \/' · 

The department supports the licensing of clinical social workers, . 
provided that the profession is cooperative in attempting to support . 
adequate funding for the new licensing function through re~listic 
licensing fees. 

JS/dg10066o 
040488b 

,, .~ .. · 

.Anlijj:6ny !)iJ11 tn , Toimiis ooer 
Department of Commerce and 

Economic Development 

Date:_t;._./:~~...,_/d_"------
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O r i g i n a l  spons o r s :  P o u r c h o t ,  P h i l l i p s
and C o l l i n s

IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 526 (Finance)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  entit l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the p r a c t i c e  of c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l

w o r k  a n d  e x e m p t i n g  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  f r o m  l i c e n s u r e  as 

c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c­

tive da t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. P U R P O S E .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of this A c t  is to p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c

b y

(1) s e t t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  for the e d u c a t i o n ,  training, a n d  e x p e r i­

ence f o r  p e r s o n s  p r a c t i c i n g  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k ;  a n d

(2) p r o m o t i n g  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  b y  

t h o s e  p e r s o n s  l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  work.

* Sec. 2. A S  08 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  95. C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  WORK.

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D  OF C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  W O R K  E X A MINERS.

Sec. 08. 9 5 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  O F  T H E  BOARD. (a) 

T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C l i n i c a l  S o c i a l  W o r k  E x a m i n e r s  c o m p o s e d  

o f  f i v e  m e m b e r s .  F o u r  m e m b e r s  m u s t  b e  p e r s o n s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this 

ch apter, i n c l u d i n g  at l east one p e r s o n  w h o  is n o t  an e m p l o y e e  o f  a 

f ederal, state, o r  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  o f  a p r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i­

z a t i o n  th a t  is e x e m p t  f r o m  f e d e r a l  i n c o m e  tax. O n e  m e m b e r  m u s t  b e  a 

p u b l i c  m e m ber.

(b) M e m b e r s  of  the b o a r d  s h a l l  e l e c t  a m e m b e r  o f  the b o a r d  as 

chair. T h e  c h a i r  se r v e s  for a t e r m  o f  one year.

Sec. 0 8 . 9 5 . 0 2 0 .  .BOARD M E E T I N G S .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  h o l d  at l e a s t

-1- CS H B  5 2 6 (Fin)

2 

3 

4 

5 

ti 
5-19531 

Original sponsors: Pourchot, Phillips 
and Collins 

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 526 (Finance) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL 

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of clinical social 

7 work and exempting certain persons from licensure as 

8 clinical social workers; and providing for an effec-

9 tive date." 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

11 * Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to protect the public 

12 by 

13 (1) setting standards for the education, training, and experi-

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

ence for persons practicing clinical social work; and 

(2) promoting high standards of professional performance by 

those persons licensed to practice clinical social work. 

* Sec. 2. AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapter to read: 

CHAPTER 95. CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK. 

ARTICLE l. BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS. 

Sec. 08.95.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. (a) 

There is created the Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners composed 

of five members. Four members must be persons licensed under this 

chapter, including at least one person who is not an employee of a 

federal, state, or local government or of a private nonprofit organi­

zation that is exempt from federal income tax. One member must be a 

public member. 

(b) Members of the board shall elect a member of the board as 

chair. Th~ c~air serves for a term of one year. 

Sec. 08.95.020. ,BOARD MEETINGS. 

-1-

The board shall hold at least 
CSHB 526(Fin) 



one m e e t i n g  e a c h  year. T h e  b o a r d  m a y  h o l d  a d d i t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  at the 

c a l l  o f  the c h a i r  or o f  a m a j o r i t y  of the b o a r d  m e m b e r s .

Sec. 0 8 . 9 5 . 0 3 0 .  DUTIES. T h e  b o a r d  s hall

(1) i s s u e  l i c e n s e s  to q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s ;

(2) s u b m i t  an a n n u a l  r e p o r t  of its p r o c e e d i n g s  to the

d e p a r t m e n t ;

(3) a f t e r  a h e a r i n g ,  i m p o s e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s  o n  a 

p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this c h a p t e r  or the r e g u l a t i o n s  or or d e r s  o f  the 

board;

(4) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  b e  s a t i s f i e d  b e f o r e  a l i c e n s e  is renewed;

(5) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out the p u r p o s e  of 

this c hapter.

Sec. 08. 9 5 . 0 4 0 .  C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  R E Q U I R E M E N T .  (a) T h e

b o a r d  s h a l l  a d o p t  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for p e r s o n s  l i­

ce n s e d  u n d e r  this chapter. C o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  m u s t  

i n c l u d e  a m i n i m u m  of 45 h o u r s  p e r  b i e n n i u m  o f  e d u c a t i o n  or t r a i n i n g  

w i t h  a m i n i m u m  o f  s i x  h o u r s  in s u b s t a n c e  a b u s e  a n d  s i x  h o urs in c r o s s -  

c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  e m p h a s i z i n g  A l a s k a n  N a t i v e s .

(b) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  t h r e e  p e r s o n s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this 

c h a p t e r  to s e r v e  as a c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  com m i t t e e .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e

s hall a d v i s e  the b o a r d  on  m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  f o r

c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s .  One p e r s o n  a p p o i n t e d  to the c o m m i t t e e  m u s t  

b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  in the r u r a l  a r eas of  the state.

A R T I C L E  2. L I C E N S I N G .

Sec. 0 8 . 9 5 . 1 0 0 .  L I C E N S E  R E Q U I R E D .  (a) A  p e r s o n  w h o  p r a c t i c e s  

c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  w i t h o u t  o b t a i n i n g  a l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  b y  the b o a r d  

a n d  w i t h o u t  q u a l i f y i n g  for an e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  this c h a p t e r  is g u i l t y  o f

a c l ass B m i s d e m e a n o r .  
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one meeting each year. The board may hold additional meetings at the 

call of the chair or of a majority of the board members. 

Sec. 08.95.030. DUTIES. The board shall 

(1) issue licenses to qualified applicants; 

(2) submit an annual report of its proceedings to the 

department; 

(3) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions on a 

person who violates this chapter or the regulations or orders of the 

board; 

(4) adopt regulations requiring that continuing education 

requirements be satisfied before a license is renewed; 

(5) adopt regulations necessary to carry out the purpose of 

this chapter. 

Sec. 08.95.040. CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENT. (a) The 

board shall adopt continuing education requirements for persons li-

censed under this chapter. Continuing education requirements must 

include a minimum of 45 hours per biennium of education or training 

with a minimum of six hours in substance abuse and six hours in cross­

cultural education emphasizing Alaskan Natives. 

(b) The board shall appoint three persons licensed under this 

chapter to serve as a continuing education committee. The committee 

shall advise the board on matters related to continuing education for 

clinical social workers. One person appointed to the committee must 

be familiar uith social problems in the rural areas of the state. 

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING. 

Sec. 08. 95. 100. LICENSE REQUIRED. (a) A person who practices 

clinical social work without obtaining a license issued by the board 

and without qualifying for an exemption from this chapter is guilty of 

a class B misdemeanor. 

CSHB 526(Fin) -2-



(b) A  p e r s o n  w h o  is n o t  l i c e n s e d  as a c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  or 

w h o s e  l i c e n s e  is s u s p e n d e d  or re v o k e d ,  or  w h o s e  l i c e n s e  has lapsed, 

w h o  u s e s  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the p e r s o n ' s  n a m e  the w o r d s  or l e t t e r s  

" L . C . S . W . ," " L i c e n s e d  C l i n i c a l  S o c i a l  W o r k e r , "  or o t h e r  letters, 

w ords, or i n s i g n i a  i n d i c a t i n g  o r  i m p l y i n g  th a t  the p e r s o n  is a l i­

ce n s e d  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  or  w h o  in a n y  way, orally, o r  in w r i t­

ing, d i r e c t l y  o r  b y  i m p l i c a t i o n ,  h o l d s  o u t  as a l i c e n s e d  c l i n i c a l  

social w o r k e r  is g u i l t y  of a c l ass B m i s d e m e a n o r .

(c) A  p e r s o n  n o t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  m a y  u s e  the title 

o f  " s o c i a l  w o r k e r . "

Sec. 0 8 . 95.110. L I C E N S E  T O  P R A C T I C E  C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  WORK. T h e  

b o a r d  s h a l l  i s s u e  a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  to a 

p e r s o n  w h o

(1) h a s  r e c e i v e d  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  or a d o c t o r a l  d e g r e e  in 

s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a c o l l e g e  or u n i v e r s i t y  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the C o u n c i l  on 

S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ;

(2) h a s  c o m pleted, w i t h i n  the 10 y e a r s  b e f o r e  a p p l i c a t i o n  

for l i c e n s u r e  a n d  u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a l i c e n s e d  c l i n i c a l  so c i a l  

w o r ker, l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  l i c e n s e d  p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  or, w i t h  a p ­

pr o v a l  of the board, a c l i n i c a l  so c i a l  w o r k e r  w h o  is e x e m p t  f r o m  this 

c h a p t e r  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 95.910, e i t h e r  (A) a m i n i m u m  of  two y e a r s  of  

c o n t i n u o u s  f u l l - t i m e  e m p l o y m e n t  in p o s t g r a d u a t e  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  work; 

or (B) a m i n i m u m  o f  3 , 000 h o u r s  of less t h a n  f u l l - t i m e  e m p l o y m e n t  in a 

p e r i o d  of n o t  less t h a n  two y e a r s  in p o s t g r a d u a t e  c l i n i c a l  soc i a l  

work; at l e a s t  100 h o u r s  of s u p e r v i s i o n  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  this p a r a g r a p h  

s h a l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n  a p p r o v e d  b y  the board;

(3) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d i n g  a n d  is fit to p r a c t i c e  

s o c i a l  w o r k  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the board;

(4) has p r o v i d e d  t h ree p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e s  to the
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(b) A person who is not licensed as a clinical social worker, or 

whose license is suspended or revoked, or whose license has lapsed, 

who uses in connection with the person's name the words or letters 

"L.C.S.W.," "Licensed Clinical Social Worker," or other letters, 

words, or insignia indicating or implying that the person is a li­

censed clinical social worker, or who in any way, orally, or in writ­

ing, directly or by implication, holds out as a licensed clinical 

social worker is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. 

(c) A person not licensed under this chapter may use the title 

of "social worker." 

Sec. 08. 95. 110. LICENSE TO PRACTICE CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK. The 

board shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a 

person who 

(1) has received a master's degree or a doctoral degree in 

social work from a college or university accredited by the Council on 

Social Work Education; 

(2) has completed, within the 10 years before application 

for licensure and under the supervision of a licensed clinical social 

worker, licensed psychologist, licensed psychiatrist, or, with ap­

proval of the ~oard, a clinical social worker who is exempt from this 

chapter under AS 08.95.910, either (A) a minimum of two years of 

continuous full-time employment in postgraduate clinical social work; 

or (B) a minimum of 3,000 hours of less than full-time employment in a 

period of not less than two years in postgraduate clinical social 

work; at least 100 hours of supervision required under this paragraph 

shall be conducted by a qualified person approved by the board; 

(3) is in good professional standing and is fit to practice 

social work as determined by the board; 

(4) has provided three professional references to the 
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29

board;

(5) h a s  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  c o m p l e t e d  the e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  b y  

the board; a n d

(6) h a s  p a i d  r e q u i r e d  fees.

Sec. 08.95.120. L I C E N S I N G  B Y  C R E D E N T I A L S .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  i s s u e  

a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  c l i n i c a l  so c i a l  w o r k  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  if the 

a p p l i c a n t

(1) h o l d s  a c u r r e n t  l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  c l i n i c a l  social 

w o r k  in a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  th a t  at the t i m e  of o r i g i n a l  i s s u a n c e  of 

the l i c e n s e  h a d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  e q u a l  to o r  m o r e  s t r i n g e n t  

t h a n  t h o s e  of  this state;

(2) is n o t  the s u b j e c t  of  an u n r e s o l v e d  c o m p l a i n t  or  d i s c i­

p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  b e f o r e  a r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  or a p r o f e s s i o n a l  social 

w o r k  a s s o c i a t i o n ;

(3) h a s  n o t  f a i l e d  the e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  a l i c e n s e  to p r a c­

tice c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  in this state;

(4) h a s  n o t  h a d  a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  

r e v o k e d  or s u s p e n d e d  i n  this s t a t e  or a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n ;

(5) h a s  s u b m i t t e d  p r o o f  of c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  s a t i s­

fa c t o r y  to the board; and

(6) h a s  p a i d  r e q u i r e d  fees.

Sec. 0 8 . 95.130. D I S P L A Y  OF LIC E N S E .  A  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  

this c h a p t e r  s h a l l  d i s p l a y  the l i c e n s e  in a c o n s p i c u o u s  p l a c e  w h e r e  

the l i c e n s e e  p r a c t i c e s .

A R T I C L E  3. G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S .

Sec. 08.95.900. C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  O F  C O M M U N I C A T I O N .  (a) A  l i­

ce n s e d  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  n o t  r e v e a l  to a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  a 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  m a d e  to the l i c e n s e e  b y  a c l i e n t  a b o u t  a m a t t e r  c o n c e r n­

ing w h i c h  tbs c l i e n t  has e m p l o y e d  the l i c e n s e e  in a p r o f e s s i o n a l  
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board; 

(5) has satisfactorily completed the examination given by 

the board; and 

(6) has paid required fees. 

Sec. 08.95. 120. LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall issue 
a license to practice clinical social work without examination if the 

applicant 

( 1) holds a current license to practice clinical social 

work in another jurisdiction that at the time of original issuance of 
the license had requirements for licensure equal to or more stringent 

than those of this state; 

(2) is not the subject of an unresolved complaint or disci-
plinary action before a regulatory authority or a professional social 

work association; 

(3) has not failed the examination for a license to prac-

tice clinical social work in this state; 

(4) has not had a license to practice clinical social work 

revoked or suspended in this state or another jurisdiction; 
(5 ;\ has submitted proof of continued competency satis-

factory to the board; and 

(6) has paid required fees. 

Sec. 08. 95. 130. DISPLAY OF LICENSE. A person licensed under 
this chapter shall display the license in a conspicuous place where 

the licensee practices. 

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Sec. 08.95.900. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATION. (a) A li-

censed clinical social worker may not reveal to another person a 
communication made to the licensee by a client about a matter concern­
ing which tr.e client has employed the licensee in a professional 

CSHB 526(Fin) -4-



capacity. Th i s  s e c t i o n  does n o t  a p p l y  to

(1) a case c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  or 

w i t h  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  or s u r g e o n s ;

(2) the r e l e a s e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  the c l i e n t  in w r i t i n g

a u t h o r i z e d  the l i c e n s e e  to reveal; o r

(3) i n f o r m a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  as p a r t  of the d i s c o v e r y  o f  e v i­

de n c e  r e l a t e d  to a c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g  or  i n t r o d u c e d  in e v i d e n c e  in  a

c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g .

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  (a) o f  this section, a l i c e n s e d  c l i n i c a l  

s o c i a l  w o r k e r  s h a l l  r e p o r t  i n c i d e n t s  of c h i l d  a b u s e  or n e g l e c t  as

r e q u i r e d  b y  AS  4 7 . 17.020.

Sec. 08.95.910. E X E M P T I O N S .  Th i s  c h a p t e r  does n o t  a p p l y  to a 

p e r s o n  w h o

(1) p r a c t i c e s  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  as an  e m p l o y e e  of a

federal, state, or  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  or of a p r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a­

n i z a t i o n  that is e x e m p t  f r o m  f e d e r a l  i n c o m e  tax; or

(2) is a q u a l i f i e d  m e m b e r  o f  a r e c o g n i z e d  p r o f e s s i o n ,  o t h e r

t h a n  c l i n i c a l  so c i a l  w ork, a n d  does n o t  r e p r e s e n t  to t h e  p u b l i c  b y

t i t l e  or d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e  as p r a c t i c i n g  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o rk.

Sec. 0 8 . 95.990. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h a p t e r

(1) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  the B o a r d  o f  C l i n i c a l  S o c i a l  W o r k  E x­

ami n e r s  ;

(2) " c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k "  m e a n s  a s e r v i c e  in w h i c h  a 

s p e c i a l  k n o w l e d g e  of s o c i a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  h u m a n  c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  the 

pa r t  that u n c o n s c i o u s  m o t i v a t i o n  p l a y s  in d e t e r m i n i n g  b e h a v i o r  is 

direc t e d ,  t h r o u g h  the a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  m e t h­

ods, at h e l p i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  to a c h i e v e  m o r e  a d e q u a t e ,  s a t i s f y i n g ,  a n d  

p r o d u c t i v e  so c i a l  a d j u s t m e n t s ;

(3) " c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  w h o  p r a c t i c e s
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capacity. This section does not apply to 

(1) a case conference with other clinical social workers or 

with psychologists, psychological associates, physicians, or surgeons; 

(2) the release of information which the client in writing 

authorized the licensee to reveal; or 

(3) information revealed as part of the discovery of evi­

dence related to a court proceeding or introduced in evidence in a 

court proceeding. 

(b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, a licensed clinical 

social worker shall report incidents of child abuse or neglect as 

required by AS 47. 17.020. 

Sec. 08. 95. 910. EXEMPTIONS. This chapter does not apply to a 

person who 

( 1) practices clinical social work as an employee of a 

federal, state, or local government or of a private nonprofit orga­

nization that is exempt from federal income tax; or 

(2) is a qualified member of a recognized profession, other 

than clinical social work, and does not represent to the public by 

title or description of service as practicing clinical social work. 

Sec. 08.95.990. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter 

( 1) "board" means the Board of Clinical Social Work Ex­

aminers; 

(2) "clinical social work" means a service in which a 

special knowledge of social resources, human capabilities, and the 

part that unconscious motivation plays in determining behavior is 

directed, through the application of social work principles and meth­

ods, at helping individuals to achieve more adequate, satisfying, and 

productive social adjustments; 

(3) " 1. . 1 · 1 k " c inica socia wor er means a person who practices 
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c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  work;

(4) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o m m e r c e  a n d  

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(5) " s o c i a l  w o r k  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  m e t h o d s "  i n c l u d e  c o u n s e l i n g  

a n d  u s i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  a p p l i e d  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  o f  a n o n m e d i c a l  n a t u r e  

to a s s i s t  in the d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  of m e n t a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  famil i e s ,  a n d  groups; p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a n d  r e f e r r a l  services; p r o v i d i n g  or a r r a n g i n g  f o r  the p r o v i s i o n  of 

s o c i a l  services; e x p l a i n i n g  a n d  i n t e r p r e t i n g  the p s y c h o s o c i a l  a s p e c t s  

in the s i t u a t i o n s  of  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  families, or groups; h e l p i n g  c o m m u­

n i t i e s  to organ i z e ,  p r o v i d e ,  or i m p r o v e  s o c i a l  a n d  h e a l t h  services; 

a n d  d o i n g  r e s e a r c h  r e l a t e d  to social work.

* Sec. 3. A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(28) B o a r d  o f  C l i n i c a l  So c i a l  W o r k  E x a m i n e r s  (AS 0 8 . 9 5 . 0 1 0 ) .

* Sec. 4. A S  0 8 . 0 2 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A n  a u d i o l o g i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS  08.11, a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  in 

t h e  s t a t e  as a c h i r o p r a c t o r  u n d e r  AS 08.20, a d e n t i s t  u n d e r  A S  08.36', 

a m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  or o s t e o p a t h  u n d e r  A S  08.64, a r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  

u n d e r  A S  08.68, a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  u n d e r  A S  08.72, a r e g i s t e r e d  p h a r m a c i s t  

u n d e r  A S  08.80, a r e g i s t e r e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  or o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a­

pi s t  u n d e r  AS 08.84, [OR] a p s y c h o l o g i s t  u n d e r  A S  08.86, or  a c l i n i c a l  

s o c i a l  w o r k e r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  08.95, s h a l l  u s e  as p r o f e s s i o n a l  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e t t e r s  or a t i t l e  a f t e r  that p e r s o n ' s  na m e  

w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  th a t  p e r s o n ' s  s p e c i f i c  f i e l d  of p r a c t i c e .  T h e  l e t­

ters o r  t i t l e  s h a l l  a p p e a r  o n  all signs, statio n e r y ,  o r  o t h e r  a d­

v e r t i s i n g  i n  w h i c h  the p e r s o n  o f f e r s  or d i s p l a y s  p e r s o n a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s e r v i c e s  to the public. In a d d i t i o n ,  a p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  i n  the p r a c t i c e  

o f  m e d i c i n e  or o s t e o p a t h y  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 8 0 ( 2 )  or a p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in

a n y  m a n n e r  in the h e a l i n g  ar t s  w h o  dia g n o s e s ,  treats, tests, or 
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clinical social work; 

(4) "department" means the Department of Commerce and 

Economic Development; 

(5) "social work principles and methods" include counseling 

and using techniques of applied psychotherapy of a nonmedical nature 

to assist in the diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional 

conditions of individuals, families, and groups; providing information 

and referral services; providing or arranging for the provision of 

social services; explaining and interpreting the psychosocial aspects 

in the situations of individuals, families, or groups; helping commu­

nities to organize, provide, or improve social and health services; 

and doing research related to social work. 

* Sec. 3. AS 08.01.010 is amended by adding a new paragr~ph to read: 

(28) Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners (AS 08.95.010). 

* Sec. 4. AS 08.02.0l0(a) is amended to read: 

(a) An audiologist licensed under AS 08. 11, a person licensed in 

the state as a chiropractor under AS 08. 20, a dentist under AS 08. 36·, 

a medical practitioner or osteopath under AS 08.64, a registered nurse 

under AS 08.68, an optometrist under AS 08.72, a registered pharmacist 

under AS 08.80, a registered physical therapist or occupational thera­

pist under AS 08.84, [OR] a psychologist under AS 08.86, or a clinical 

social worker licensed under AS 08.95, shall use as professional 

identification appropriate letters or a title after that person's name 

which represents that person's specific field of practice. The let­

ters or title shall appear on all signs, stationery, or other ad­

vertising in which the person offers or displays personal professional 

services to the public. In addition, a person engaged in the practice 

of medicine or osteopathy under AS 08.64.380(2) or a person engaged in 

any manner in the healing arts who diagnoses, treats, tests, or 
CSHB 526(Fin) -6-
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c o u n s e l s  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  in r e l a t i o n  to h u m a n  h e a l t h  or d i s e a s e  a n d  u s e s  

the l e t t e r s  " M . D . "  or the t i t l e  " d o c t o r "  or " p h y s i c i a n "  o r  a n o t h e r  

t i t l e  th a t  tends to s h o w  t h a t  the p e r s o n  is w i l l i n g  o r  q u a l i f i e d  to 

d i a g n o s e ,  treat, test, or c o u n s e l  a n o t h e r  person, s h a l l  c l a r i f y  the 

l e t t e r s  o r  t i t l e  b y  a d d i n g  the a p p r o p r i a t e  s p e c i a l i s t  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  if 

any, s u c h  as " d e r m a t o l o g i s t " ,  " r a d i o l o g i s t " ,  " a u d i o l o g i s t " , " n a t u r o­

pat h " ,  or the like.

* Sec. 5. A S  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:
I

(21) B o a r d  o f  C l i n i c a l  S o c i a l  W o r k  E x a m i n e r s  (AS 0 8 . 9 5 . 0 1 0 )  

-- J u n e  30, 1992.

* Sec. 6. I N I T I A L  A P P O I N T M E N T S  T O  T H E  B O A R D  OF  C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  W O R K  

E X A M I N E R S .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  0 8 . 9 5 . 0 1 0 ,  as e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 2 o f  this Act, 

a p e r s o n  is e l i g i b l e  for an i n i t i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e m b e r  of

'< t h e  B o a r d  of S o c i a l  W o r k  E x a m i n e r s ,  if the p e r s o n

(1) has r e c e i v e d  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  or a d o c t o r a l  d e g r e e  in 

s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a c o l l e g e  or u n i v e r s i t y  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the C o u n c i l  on 

S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ;

(2) has com p l e t e d ,  w i t h i n  the p r e c e d i n g  10 years, e i t h e r
|J

(A) a m i n i m u m  of two y e a r s  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  f u l l - t i m e  e m p l o y­

m e n t  in p o s t g r a d u a t e  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  work; or
I

(B) a m i n i m u m  of 3 , 0 0 0  h o u r s  o f  less t h a n  f u l l - t i m e  e m p l o y­

m e n t  in p o s t g r a d u a t e  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  in a p e r i o d  of  n o t  less t h a n  

t w o  years;

(3) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  standing; a n d

(4) has p r a c t i c e d  c l i n i c a l  soc i a l  w o r k  in this s t a t e  w i t h i n  the 

y e a r  p r e c e d i n g  a p p o intment.

* Sec. 7. T R A N S I T I O N A L  L I C E N S U R E .  (a) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  0 8 . 9 5 . 1 1 0 ,  

as e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 2 of  this Act, the B o a r d  o f  C l i n i c a l  S o c i a l  W o r k  E x­

a m i n e r s  s h a l l  i s sue a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  c l i n i c a l  so c i a l  w o r k  to a p e r s o n
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counsels other persons in relation to human health or disease and uses 

the letters "M. D." or the title "doctor" or "physician" or another 

title that tends to show that the person is willing or qualified to 

diagnose, treat, test, or counsel another person, shall clarify the 

letters or title by adding the appropriate specialist designation, if 

any, such as "dermatologist", "radiologist", "audiologist", "naturo­

path", or the like. 

* Sec. 5. AS 08.03.0l0(c) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read: 

(21) Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners (AS 08.95.010) 

-- June 30, 1992. 

* Sec. 6. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK 

EXM1INERS. Notwithstanding AS 08.95.010, as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, 

a person is eligible for an initial appointment as a professional member of 

the Board of Social Work Examiners, if the person 

( 1) has received a master's degree or a doctoral degree in 

social work from a college or university accredited by the Council on 

Social Work Education; 

(2) has completed, within the preceding 10 years, either 

(A) a minimum of two years of continuous full-time employ­

ment in postgraduate clinical social work; or 

(B) a minimum of 3,000 hours of less than full-time employ­

ment in postgraduate clinical social work in a period of not less than 

two years; 

(3) is in good professional standing; and 

(4) has practiced clinical social work in this state within the 

year preceding appointment. 

~'r Sec. 7. TRANSITIONAL LICENSURE. (a) Notwithstanding AS 08.95. 110, 

as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, the Board of Clinical Social Work Ex­

aminers shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a person 

-7- CSHB 526(Fin) 
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w h o

(1) a p p l i e s  f o r  a l i c e n s e  b e f o r e  J u l y  1, 1989; and

(2) s a t i s f i e s  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of A S  0 8 . 9 5 . 1 1 0 ( 1 )  - (4) a n d  (6). 

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 0 8 . 9 5 . 1 1 0 ( 2 )  as e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 2 o f  th i s  Act,

the b o a r d  s h a l l  i s s u e  a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  to a 

p e r s o n  w h o  a p p l i e s  for l i c e n s u r e  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to 

w h e t h e r  the s u p e r v i s i n g  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  is l i c e n s e d  in th i s  state.

* Sec. 8. T h i s  A c t  takes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1988.

CSHB 5 2 6 (Fin) - 8 -
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who 

(1) applies for a license before July 1, 1989; and 

(2) satisfies the requirements of AS 08.95. 110(1) - (4) and (6). 

(b) Notwithstanding AS 08.95. 110(2) as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, 

s I the board shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a 

6 I person who applies for licensure under this section without regard to 

71 whether the supervising clinical social worker is licensed in this state. 

al * Sec. 8. This Act takes effect July l, 1988. 
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5-1953L

IN T HE H O U S E BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CS FO R HOUSE BI LL  NO. 526 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE  ST AT E O F  A L A S K A  

F IF TE EN TH  LE GISLATURE - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A  BI LL

For an A c t  entitled: "An A c t  re la t i n g  to the p r a c t i c e  of clinical social

w o r k  and ex e mp ti ng  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  from licensure as 

clinical social workers; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  effec­

tive date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. PURPOSE. The p u r po se  of this A c t  is to p r o t e c t  the public

by

(1) s e t ti n g standards for the education, training, and experi­

ence for p e r so ns  p r a c t i c i n g  clinical social work? and

(2) p r o m o t i n g  hig h  standards of p r o f e s s i o n a l  p er fo r m a n c e  by

those p e r s o n s  l i c e ns ed  to pra ct ic e clinical s o cial work.

* Sec. 2. AS 08 is amended b y  a d di ng  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P TE R 95. C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  WORK.

A R T I C L E  1. BOARD O F  C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  W O R K  EXAMINERS.

Sec. 08.95.010. C R EATION A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  OF T HE BOARD. (a)

T h er e is crea te d the Board of Clinical S o c i a l  W o r k  Exa mi ne rs  composed 

of five members. F o u r  m e m b er s m u s t  b e  p e r s o n s  l i c en se d  u n d e r  this 

chapter, in c luding at least one p e r s o n  w h o  is n o t  an e m p l o ye e of a 

federal, state, o r  local go v er nm en t or of a p r i v a t e  no np ro fi t o rg an i­

zation that is exempt from federal income tax. One m e m b e r  m u s t  be a 

p u b l i c  member.

(b) M e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  shall e l ec t a m e m b e r  of t h e  b o a r d  as

chair. The c h a i r  serves for a t e r m  of one year.

Sec. 08.95.020. BOARD MEETINGS. T he b o a r d  shall h o l d  at least
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original sponsors: Pourchot, Phillips 
and Collins 

5-1953L 

Utermohle 
4/7/88 

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

cs FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 526 (Finance) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL 

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of clinical social 

work and exempting certain persons from licensure as 

clinical social workers; and providing for an effec­

tive date." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

* Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to protect the public 

by 

(1) setting standards for the education, training, and experi­

ence for persons practicing clinical social work; and 

( 2) promoting high standards of professional performance by 

those persons licensed to practice clinical social work. 

* Sec. 2. AS OB is amended by adding a new chapter to read: 

CHAPTER 95. CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK. 

ARTICLE l. BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS. 

Sec. 08.95.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. (a) 

There is created the Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners composed 

of five members. Four members must be persons licensed under this 

chapter, including at least one person who is not an employee of a 

federal, state, or local government or of a private nonprofit organi­

zation that is exempt from federal income tax. One member must be a 

public member. 

(b) Members of the board shall elect a member of the board as 

chair. The chair serves for a term of one year. 

Sec. 08.95.020. BOARD MEETINGS. The board shall hold at least 
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o ne m e e t i n g  e a c h  year. The b o a r d  m a y  h o l d  additional mee t in gs  at the 

call of the c ha ir  o r  of a m a j o r i t y  of the board members.

Sec. 08.95.030. DUTIES. T h e  b oa r d shall

(1) issue licenses to q u a l i fi ed  applicants;

(2) submit an an nual r ep or t of its p r o ce ed in gs  to the 

d e p a r t m e n t ;

(3) a f t e r  a hearing, impose di sc iplinary sanctions on a 

p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this c h a p t e r  or the regulations or orders of the 

b o a r d ;

(4) adopt re gulations req ui ri ng  that c on ti nu i ng  education 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  b e  satisfied b e fo r e a license is renewed;

(5) adopt regulations n e c e s s a r y  to c arry out the purpose of 

t hi s chapter.

Sec. 08.95.040. C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C AT IO N  REQUIREMENT. (a) The 

b o a r d  shall a dopt contin u in g e d u c a t i o n  requirements for persons li­

cen s e d  u n d e r  this chapter. C o n t i n u i n g  education requirements must 

i n c l u d e  a m i n i m u m  of 45 hours p e r  b i e n n i u m  of e du ca ti o n or training 

w i t h  a m i n i m u m  of six hours in s u b s t a nc e abuse and s i x  hours in cross- 

c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  empha si z in g A l a s k a n  Natives.

(b) Th e b o a r d  shall a p p o i n t  th re e persoi.s l i c e n se d u n de r this 

c h a p t e r  to serve as a c on ti n u i n g  e d u c at io n committee. T h e  committee 

shall advi se  th e b o a r d  on m a t t e r s  relat ed  to contin ui ng  e du ca ti o n for 

c l i n i c a l  social workers. One p e r s o n  appointed to the c om mittee must 

b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  social pro bl em s in the  rural areas of t he state.

ARTI CL E 2. LICENSING.

Sec. 08.95.100. LICENSE REQUIRED. (a) A  p e r s o n  w h o  practices 

c l i n i c a l  social w o r k  without o b t a i n i n g  a license issued b y  the board 

a n d  w i t h o u t  q ua li f y i n g  for an e x e m p t i o n  from this c h a p te r is g ui lt y of 

a c la ss  B misdemeanor.
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one meeting each year. The board may hold additional meetings at the 

call of the chair or of a majority of the board members. 

Sec. 08.95.030. DUTIES. The board shall 

(1) issue licenses to qualified applicants; 

( 2) submit an annual report of its proceedings to the 

department: 

(3) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions on a 

person who violates this chapter or the regulations or orders of the 

board; 

( 4) adopt regulations requiring that continuing education 

requirements be satisfied before a license is renewed; 

(5) adopt regulations necessary to carry out the purpose of 

this chapter. 

sec. 0B.95.040. CONTINUIN~ EDUCATION REQUIREMENT. (a) The 

board shall adopt continuing education requirements for persons li­

censed under this chapter. continuing education requirements must 

include a minimum of 45 hours per biennium of education or training 

with a minimum of six hours in substance abuse and six hours in cross­

cultural education emphasizing Alaskan ~ltives. 

(b) The board shall appoint three perso:i:.s licensed under this 

chapter to serve as a continuing education committee. The committee 

shall advise the board on matters related to continuing education for 

clinical social workers. One person appointed to the committee must 

be familiar with social problems in the rural areas of the state. 

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING. 

sec. 08.95.100. LICENSE REQUIRED. (a) A person who practices 

clinical social work without obtaining a license issued by the board 

and without qualifying for an exemption from this chapter is guilty of 

a class B misdemeanor. 

CSHB 526(Fin) -2-
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(b) A  p e r s o n  w h o  is n ot licensed as a cli n ic al  social worker, or 

w ho se  l i c e n s e  is suspended or revoked, or w h o s e  license has lapsed, 

who uses in c on ne ct i on  w i t h  the pers on 's  na m e t h e  w o r d s  or letters 

"L.C.S.W.," "Licensed Clinical Social Worker," or o t he r letters, 

words, or in signia indicating or implying that t h e  p e r s o n  is a li­

censed cl inical social worker, or w h o  in any way, orally, or in w r i t­

ing, d i r e c t l y  or by implication, holds out as a l icensed clinical 

social w o r k e r  is g u i l t y  of a class B misdemeanor.

(c) A  p e r s o n  n ot licensed u nd er  this c h a p t e r  m a y  use the title 

of "social wor ke r. "

Sec. 08.95.110. LICENSE TO P RACTICE CL IN I C A L  S O C I A L  WORK. The

b o a r d  shall issue a license to p r actice clinical social wo rk  to a

p e r s o n  w h o

(1) ha s received a master's d egree o r  a doctoral degree in

social w o r k  from a college or u niversity ac cr ed i t e d  by t h e  Council on

Social W o r k  Education;

(2) has completed, within the 10 ye ar s  b e f o r e  application 

for l i c e n su re  and u n d e r  the supervision of a l i c e n s e d  cli ni ca l  social 

worker, l i c e n s e d  psychologist, licensed psychiatrist, or, w i t h  ap­

proval o f  t h e  board, a clinical social w o r k e r  w h o  is exemp t from this 

c h a p t e r  u n d e r  AS 08.95.910, either (A) a m i n i m u m  of two years of 

c on ti n u o u s  fu ll -t im e  employment in post gr a du at e clin ic a l social work; 

or (B) a m i n i m u m  of 3,000 hours of less t h a n  fu ll-time employ m en t in a 

p e r i o d  of n o t  less tha n t wo years in p o s t g r a d u a t e  c linical social 

work; at l east 100 h ou rs  of supervision r equired u n d e r  this paragraph 

shall b e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  a qualified p er so n app ro ve d  b y  the board;

(3) is in goo d  professional standing and is fit to practice 

social w o r k  as de te rm i n e d  b y  the board;

(4) h a s  pro v id ed  three p r o f es si on a l referen ce s to the
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(b) A person who is not licensed as a clinical social worker, or 

whose license is suspended or revoked, or whose license has lapsed, 

who uses in connection with the person's name the words or letters 

"L.c.s.w., 11 "Licensed Clinical Social Worker," or other letters, 

words, or insignia indicating or implying that the person is a li­

censed clinical social worker, or who in any way, orally, or in writ­

ing, directly or by implication, holds out as a licensed clinical 

social worker is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. 

(c) A person not licensed under this chapter may use the title 

of "social worker." 

Sec. 08.95.110. LICENSE TO PRACTICE CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK. The 

board shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a 

person who 

(1) has received a master's degree or a doctoral degree in 

social work from a college or university accredited by the Council on 

Social Work Education; 

(2) has completed, within the 10 years before application 

for licensure and under the supervision of a licensed clinical social 

worker, licensed psychologist, licensed psychiatrist, or, with ap­

proval of the board, a clinical social worker who is exempt from this 

chapter under AS 08. 95. 910, either (A) a minimum of two years of 

continuous full-time employment in postgraduate clinical social work; 

or (B) a minimum of 3,000 hours of less than full-time employment in a 

period of not less than two years in postgraduate clinical social 

work; at least 100 hours of supervision required under this paragraph 

shall be conducted by a qualified person approved by the board; 

(3) is in good professional standing and is fit to practice 

social work as determined by the board; 

(4) has provided three professional references to the 
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b o a r d  ?

(5) has sa ti sf a c t o r i l y  c o m p l et ed  th e e x am in at io n given by 

the board? a n d

(6) h as paid r e q u i r e d  fees.

Sec. 08.95.120. LI C EN SI NG  BY CREDENTIALS. T he b o a r d  shall issue 

a l i c en se  t o  p r a ct ic e  clinical social w o r k  w i t h o u t  e xa mi n a t i o n  if the 

a p p l i c a n t

(1) holds a c u r re n t licen se  to p r a c ti ce  c linical social 

w o r k  in a n o t h e r  juri sd ic ti on  t h a t  at t he time of original issuance of 

the lice ns e  h a d  re q ui rements for li ce ns ur e equal to o r  m o r e  stringent 

t ha n t h o s e  of this state;

(2) is not the s u bj ec t  of an un re so l v e d  co mp l a i n t  or disci­

pl i n a r y  a c t i o n  b efore a r e g u l a t o r y  au th or i ty  or a p r of es si o na l social 

w o r k  association?

(3) has not failed t h e  exami na ti on  for a lice ns e to p r a c­

tice clinical social w o r k  in t hi s state?

(4) has not h a d  a license to practice clinical social work 

r e v o k e d  or s u s p e n d e d  in th is  s ta te  or another jurisdiction;

(5) has s u bm it te d p r o o f  of co nt inued c o m p e t e n c y  satis­

factory to t he board; and

(6) has pai d req ui re d fees.

Sec. 08.95.130. DIS P LA Y O F  LICENSE. A  p e r s o n  licensed under 

this c h a p t e r  shall display the l i c en se  in a consp ic uo us  p l a c e  where 

th e l i c e ns ee  practices.

A R T IC LE  3. G E N E R A L  PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.95.900. C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  O F  COMMUNICATION. (a) A  li­

censed clin ic al  social w o r k e r  m a y  n ot reveal to a n o t h e r  person a 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  m a d e  to t he l ic en s e e  b y  a client about a m a t t e r  concern­

ing w h i c h  t h e  client h as e m p l o y e d  t h e  licensee in a professional 
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board; 

(5) has satisfactorily completed the examination given by 

the board; and 

(6) has paid required fees. 

Sec. 08.95.120. LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall issue 

a license to practice clinical social work without examination if the 

applicant 

(1) holds a current license to practice clinical social 

work in another jurisdiction that at the time of original issuance of 

the license had requirements for licensure equal to or more stringent 

than those of this state; 

(2) is not the subject of an unresolved complaint or disci­

plinary action before a regulatory authority or a professional social 

work association: 

(3) has not failed the examination for a license to prac­

tice clinical social work in this state: 

(4) has not had a license to practice clinical social work 

revoked or suspended in this state or another jurisdiction; 

(5) has submitted proof of continued competency satis-

factory to the board; and 

(6) has paid required fees. 

Sec. 08. 95.130. DISPLAY OF LICENSE. A person licensed under 

this chapter shall display the license in a conspicuous place where 

the licensee practices. 

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Sec. 08.95.900. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATION. (a) A li­

censed clinical social worker may not reveal to another person a 

communication made to the licensee by a client about a matter concern­

ing which the client has employed the licensee in a professional 
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capacity. This section does n ot a p p l y  to

(1) a case c on fe re n ce  w i t h  o th er  clinical social w o r k e r s  or

w i t h  psychologists, psy ch ol og ic a l associates, physicians, or surgeons; 
f o r -  \ r \  W - . c

(2) ^fche release of i n f or ma ti on  w hich the  clie nt  in writing 

a u t h o r i z e d  the licensee t o  reveal? & T  ̂  ^-orYin ‘ '' C h T i o

(3) information r e v e a l e d  as pa rt  of the d i s c o v e r y  of evi­

dence rela te d to a c ourt p r o c e e d i n g  o r  introduced in e v i d e n c e  in a

co ur t proceeding.

(b) N o t w i th s ta nd in g (a) of th is  section, a li ce ns e d clinical 

social w o r k e r  shall report incidents of child abuse o r  n e g l e c t  as 

r e q u i r e d  b y  AS 47.17.020.

Sec. 08.95.910. EXEMPTIONS. Thi s chapter does n o t  ap pl y  to a 

p e r s o n  who

(1) practices clinical social w o r k  as an e m p l o y e e  of a 

federal, state, or local g o v e r n m e n t  o r  of a p r i v a t e  n o n p r o f i t  or ga­

niza t i o n  t h a t  is exempt from federal income tax; or

(2) is a qualified m e m b e r  of a recogn iz ed  profession, other

th a n cli ni ca l social work, a n d  doe s n o t  r ep resent to th e p u b l i c  by

t i t l e  o r  descr ip ti o n of serv ic e as p r a c t i c i n g  clinical social work.

Sec. 08.95.990. DEFINITIONS. In th is  chapter

(1) "board" m ea ns  t h e  B o a r d  of Clinical Social W o r k  E x­

aminers ?

(2) "clinical social work" means a service in w h i c h  a 

special kn ow le dg e  of social resources, h um a n capabilities, a n d  the 

pa rt  t h a t  uncon sc io u s m o t i v a t i o n  p l a y s  in d et er m i n i n g  b e h a v i o r  is 

directed, throu gh  the appli ca ti o n of social work p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  m e t h­

ods, at h e l p i n g  individuals to a c h i ev e m o r e  adequate, satisfying, and 

p r o d u c t i v e  social adjustments?

(3) "clinical social w o rk er " means a p e r s o n  w h o  practices
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capacity. This section does not apply to 

(1) a case co~ference with other clinical social workers or 

with psychologists, psychological associates, physicians, or surgeons; r Or \ i\ ... \" r ·,C Q.~ ~ e.. 
(2) ""the release of information which the client in writing 

authorized the licensee to reveal; J;.. Pl <!..ol"r'-r-i i'' rt, ~ n ·\ C... r-,' ' o <\ "J -
(3) information revealed as part of the discovery of evi­

dence related to a court proceeding or introduced in evidence in a 

court proceeding. 

(b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, a licensed clinical 

social worker shall report incidents of child abuse or neglect as 

required by AS 47.17.020. 

Sec. 08.95.910. EXEMPTIONS. This chapter does not apply to a 

person who 

(l) practices clinical social work as an employee of a 

federal, state, or local government or of a private nonprofit orga­

nization that is exempt from federal income tax; or 

(2) is a qualified member of ,:i. recognized profession, other 

than clinical social work, and does not represent to the public by 

title or description of service as practicing clinical social work. 

Sec. 08.95.990. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter 

(1) "board" means the Board of Clinical Social Work Ex­

aminers; 

(2) "clinical social work" means a service in which a 

special knowledge of social resources, human capabilities, and the 

part that unconscious motivation plays in determining behavicr is 

directed, through the application of social work principles and meth­

ods, at helping individuals to achieve more adequate, satisfying, and 

productive social adjustments; 

(3) "clinical social worker" means a person who practices 
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clinical social work;

(4) "department" means the Department of Co mm er ce  and 

E conomic Development;

(5) "social w o r k  p r i n c i p l e s  and methods" include counseling 

and us in g techni qu e s of appl ie d p sy ch o t h e r a p y  of a n onmedical nature 

to a s si st  in the d i a g n os is  a nd t r e a tm e nt  o f  m e nt al  and emotional 

c ondit io ns  of individuals, families, and groups; p r o v i d i n g  information 

and referral services; p r o v i d i n g  or a r ranging for the p r o v i s i o n  of 

social services; e x pl ai n in g and in t erpreting t he ps yc h o s o c i a l  aspects 

in t he situations o f  individuals, families, or groups; h e l p i n g  co mm u­

nities to organize, provide, or improve social and h e a l t h  services; 

a nd do in g rese ar ch  r e la te d t o  social work.

* Sec. 3. A S  08.01.010 is amend ed  b y  a dd in g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read;

(28) B oa rd  of Clinical Social W o r k  E x a m i n er s (AS 08.95.010).

* Sec. 4. A S  08.02.010(a) is a m e nd ed  to read:

(a) A n  a u di ol og is t lice ns ed  u n d e r  AS 08.11, a p e r s o n  licensed in 

the state as a c hi ro p r a c t o r  u n d e r  AS 08.20, a d e n t i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.36, 

a medic al  p r a c t i t i o n e r  o r  os te o p a t h  u n d e r  AS 08.64, a r e gi st er e d nurse 

u n d e r  AS 08.68, an op to me t r i s t  u n d e r  A S  08.72, a r e gi st e r e d  pharmacist 

u n de r A S  08.80, a r eg is te re d  ph ys i ca l therapist or o c c up at i on al  t he ra­

pist  u n d e r  AS 08.84, [OR] a p s y c h o l o g i s t  under AS 08.86, or a clinical 

social w o r k e r  licensed u n d e r  AS 08.95. shall u s e  as professional 

i d en ti fi ca t io n appr op ri at e  letters or a title a f t e r  tha t per so n' s name 

w h i c h  r ep re s en ts  t h a t  p e r so n' s s pecific field of practice. T he let­

ters o r  title shall a ppear on all signs, stationery, or o th er  ad­

vert i s i n g  in wh ic h t h e  p e r s o n  offers o r  displays pe r so na l professional 

services to the public. In addition, a person e n g a g e d  in the practice 

of m ed ic i n e  or o s te op at hy  u n d e r  AS 08.64.380(2) o r  a p e r s o n  eng ag ed  in 

an y m a n n e r  in the h e a li ng  arts who diagnoses, treats, tests, or 
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clinical social work; 

(4) "department" means the Department of Commerce and 

Economic Development; 

(5) "social work principles and methods" include counseling 

and using techniques of applied psychotherapy of a nonmedical nature 

to assist in the diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional 

conditions of individuals, families, and groups; providing information 

and referral services; providing or arranging for the provision of 

social services; explaining and interpreting the psychosocial aspects 

in the situations of individuals, families, or groups; helping commu­

nities t ,-, organize, provide, or improve social and health services; 

and doing research related to social work. 

* Sec. J. AS os.01.010 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read: 

(28) Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners (AS 08.95.010). 

* Sec. 4. AS 08.02.0lO(a) is amended to read: 

(a) An audiologist licensed under AS 08.11, a person licensed in 

the state as a chiropractor under AS 08.20, a dentist under AS 08.36, 

a medical practitioner or osteopath under AS 08.64, a registered nurse 

under AS 08.68, an optometrist under AS 08.72, a registered pharmacist 

under AS OS.BO, a registered physical therapist or occupational thera­

pist under AS 08.84, [OR] a psychologist under AS 08.86, or a clinical 

Rocial worker licensed under AS 08.95. shall use as professional 

identification appropriate letters or a title after that person's name 

which represents that person's specific field of practice. The let­

ters or title shall appear on all signs, stationery, or other ad­

vertising in which the person offers or displays personal professional 

services to the public. In addition, a person engaged in the practice 

of medicine or osteopathy under AS 08.64.380(2) or a person engaged in 

any manner in the healing arts who diagnoses, treats, tests, or 
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c o u n s e l s  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  in r e l a ti on  to hu ma n h e a l t h  or disease and uses 

t he letters "M.D." or the t i t l e  "doctor" or "physician" or another 

t i t l e  t h a t  t en d s to show that the p e r s o n  is w i l l i n g  or qualified to 

diagnose, treat, test, or counsel a n o t h e r  person, shall clarify the 

l e t te rs  or t i t l e  b y  adding the a p p r o p r i a t e  specialist designation, if 

any, such as "dermatologist", "radiologist", " a u d i o l o g i s t " , "naturo­

path", or t h e  like.

* Sec. 5. AS 08.03.010(c) is a m en de d  b y  adding a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(21) B o a r d  of Clinical S ocial W o r k  E xa miners (AS 08.95.010)

—  J u n e  30, 1992.

* Sec. 6. I N I T I A L  APPOINTMENTS TO T H E  B OARD OF C L I N IC AL  SOCIA L WORK 

EXAMINERS. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 08.95.010, as enacted b y  sec. 2 of this Act, 

a p e r s o n  is e l i g ib le  for an initial a p p o i n t m e n t  as a p ro fe ssional m e m b e r  of 

the B o a r d  of Social W o r k  Examiners, if t h e  p e rs o n

(1) has r e c ei ve d a m a s t e r ' s  d e gr ee  or a doctoral degree in

social w o r k  from a college or u n i v e r s i t y  a ccredited b y  the Council on

Social W o r k  Education?

(2) has completed, w ithin t h e  p r e c e d i n g  10 years, either

(A) a m i n i m u m  of two y e a r s  of continuous full-time employ­

me n t  in p o s t g r a d u a t e  clinical s ocial work? or
I

t i

(B) a m i n i m u m  of 3,000 h o u r s  of less th an  full-time employ­

me n t  in p o s t g r a d u a t e  clinical social w o r k  in a p e r i o d  of n ot less than 

tw o y e a r s  ?

(3) is in g o o d  professional standing? and

(4) h as p r a c t i ce d clinical so cial w o r k  in this state w i th in  the 

year p r e c e d i n g  appointment.

* Sec. 7. T R A N S I T I O N A L  LICENSURE. (a) Notwit hs ta n di ng  AS 08.95.110, 

as e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 2 of this Act, the B o a r d  of Clinical Social W o r k  E x­

aminers s hall issue a license to p r a c t i c e  clinical social w o r k  to a person
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counsels other persons in relation to human health or disease and uses 

the letters "M. D. 11 or the title "doctor" or "physician" or another 

title that tends to show that the person is willing or qualified to 

diagnose, treat, test, or counsel another person, shall clarify the 

letters or title by adding the appropriate specialist designation, if 

any, such as "dermatologist", "radiologist", "audiologist", "naturo­

path 11, or the like. 

* Sec. s. AS 08.03.0lO(c) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read: 

(21) Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners (AS 08.95.010) 

-- June 30, 1992. 

* Sec. 6. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK 

EXAMINERS. Notwithstanding AS 08.95.010, as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, 

a person is eligible for an initial appointment as a professional member of 

the Board of Social Work Examiners, if the person 

( 1) has received a master's degree or a doctoral degree in 

social work from a college or university accredited by the Council on 

Social Work Education: 

(2) has completed, within the preceding 10 years, either 

(A) a minimum of two years of ccntinuous full-time employ­

ment in postgraduate clinical social wo~k: or 

(B) a minimum of 3,ooo hours of less than full-time employ­

ment in postgraduate clinical social work in a period of not less than 

two years: 

(3) is in good professional standing: and 

(4) has practiced clinical social work in this state within the 

year preceding .:ippointment. 
26 

* Sec. 7. TRANSITIONAL LICENSURE. (a) Notwithstanding AS 08.95.110, 
27 

as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, the Board of Clinical Social Work Ex-
28 

aminers shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a person 
29 
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who

(1) applies for a license b e fo re  J u l y  1, 1989; and

(2) satisfies t he requirements of AS 08.95.110(1) - (4) and (6). 

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 08.95.110(2) as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act,

the b o a r d  shall issue a license to p ra ct i c e  clinical social w o r k  to a 

p e r s o n  w h o  appli es  for l ic ensure u n d e r  this section w i t h o u t  regard to 

w h e t h e r  t h e  s u pe rv i si ng  clinical social w o r k e r  is l i censed in this state.

* Sec. 8. T h is  A c t  t akes effect J u l y  1, 1988.
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who 

(1) applies for a license before July 1, 1989; and 

(2) satisfies the requirements of AS 08.95.110(1) - (4) and (6). 

(b) Notwithstanding AS 08.95.110(2) as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, 

the board shall issue a license to prac.tice clinical social work to a 

person who applies for licensure under this section without regard to 

whether the supervising clinical social worker is licensed in this state. 

* Sec. 8. This Act takes effect July 1, 1988. 

• 
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FROM Representative Pat Pourchot
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I am w r i t i n g  to call your attention to CSHB 5 2 6 (Fin), which 
w o ul d establish licensure for clinical social workers.

Licensure of social workers is an issue that has been before 
the Legislature in the past, but due to strong opposition 
from some groups has failed to achieve passage into law.
The p r i m a ry  opposition has come from Native non-profit 
o rganizations concerned about the impact licensure might 
have on the ability of the Native community to continue to 
provide services to its people. Lesser opposition has come 
from the State Division of Family and Youth Services (DFYS) 
who is concerned about the feasibility of licensing state 
employees and the difficulty of attracting licensed 
profess i on al s to remote areas of the state.

The bill before you is a scaled-down vers io n of earlier 
licensing proposals. It meets the concerns of the Native 
no n-profits and DFYS, is supported by the Alaska Chapter of 
the Na tional As sociation of Social Workers (ANASW), and 
meets the most pressing consumer p rotection issue —  social 
workers pro vi di ng  counseling or p sychotherapy services in 
u n s up er vi s ed  private p r a c t i c e .

Pro po se d CSHB 5 2 6 (Fin) would apply only to clinical social 
wor ke rs  in private practice, a subset (approximately 50 
persons) of the general social work profession.. A clinical 
social w o rk e r is classified according to NASW's standardized 
defin i ti on  and is set apart from other social workers by the 
fact that he or she performs psychotherapy (diagnosis and 
a ssessment of persons wit h  mental and emotional c o n d i t i o n s ) . 
This aspect of social work requires specialized knowledge 
and training and can have detrimental effects if wrongly
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I am writing to call your attention to CSHB 526(Fin), which 
would establish licensure for clinical social workers. 

Licensure of social workers is an issue that has been before 
the Legislature in the past, but due to strong opposition 
from some· groups has failed to achieve passage into law. 
The primary opposition has come from Native non-profit 
organizations concerned about the impact licensure might 
have on the ability of the Native community to continue to 
provide services to its people. Lesser opposition has come 
from the State Division of Family and Youth Services (DFYS) 
who is concerned about the feasibility of licensing state 
employees and the difficulty of attracting licensed 
professionals to remote areas of the state. 

The bill before you is a scaled-down version of earlier 
licensing proposals. It meets the concerns of the Native 
non-profits and DFYS, is supported by the Alaska Chapter of 
the National Association of Social Workers (ANASW), and 
meets the most pressing consumer protection issue -- social 
workers providing counseling or psychotherapy services in 
unsupervised private practice. 

Proposed CSHB 526(Fin) would apply only to clinical social 
workers in private practice, a subset (approximately 50 
persons) of the general social work profession~ A clinical 
social worker is classified according to NASW's standardized 
definition and is set apart from other social workers by the 
fact that he or she performs psychotherapy (diagnosis and 
assessment of persons with mental and emotional conditions). 
This aspect of social work requires specialized knowledge 
and training and can have detrimental effects if wrongly 
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applied. Social workers employeed by federal, state, or 
local government entities and by private non-profits (e.g. 
social workers who, by the nature of their employment, 
operate within a supervised structure) w ould be specifically 
exempt from licensure.

HB 526 should not be interpreted to mea n  that consumer 
protection and standard of pr actice issues arise only with 
clinical social workers. Pr obably each decision made by 
each social w o rk er  impacts somebody's life, and there are 
many people who feel that this justifies licensure of all 
social workers. However, there is simply not support for 
that approach. I am convinced that CSHB 5 2 6 (Fin) will do 
much to enhance consumer protection and improve the standard 
of care by targeting those social workers that are totally 
u nregulated at this time, and I w ou ld  urge your support.

The bill will have no fiscal impact, as license fees 
(approximately $150 per year) wo u ld  cover the cost of 
licensing. I would also note that licensure would 
facilitate the receipt of third party insurance payments by 
clinical social workers, which would have the general effect 
of increasing the availability of their services.

HE 526 received a unanimous "do pass" recommendation from 
both the House Labor and C o m me rc e Co m mittee and the House 
Health, Education, and Social Services Committee after 
supportive testimony was re ceived from the Alaska Chapter of 
the National As sociation of Social Workers, the Alaska 
Department of Health and Social Services, the State Division 
of Occupational Licensing, and the A l a s k a  Federation of 
N a t i v e s .

The Finance Committee Substitute contai. s only one change 
from earlier versions of the bill. In response to a concern 
e xpressed by the House HESS Committee, the confidentiality 
p rovision has been amended to remove any apparent conflict 
between the bill (which implies that social workers are 
exempt from the court's authority to require testimony) and 
the court rules (which authorize the courts to require 
persons to testify or to grant them the privilege of 
confidentiality). Page 5, lines 1-5 now recognize 
the court's authority.

I urge your support.
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Protect the public by setting standards of professional 
performance for clinical social workers.

Section 2, 08.95.010 Board Make-up

Four licensed clinical social work er s and one public 
member.

Section 08.95.020 • Board Meetings

A t  least once a year.

S ection 08.95.030 Duties of the Board

Issue licenses, impose disciplinary sanctions, adopt 
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social work; (2) 2-years of full-time supervised 
employment in clinical social w o r k  or 3,000 supervised 
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professional standing; (4) 3 p ro fe ssional references;
(5) pass examination; (6) pay fees.
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CSHB 526(Fin), An Act relating to the practice of clinical 
social work. 

BILL ANALYSIS 

Section 1 Purpose 

Protect the public by setting standards of professional 
performance for clinical social workers. 

Section 2, 08.95.010 Board Make-up 

Four licensed clinical social workers and one public 
member. 

Section 68.95.020 . Board Meetings 

At least once a year. 

Section 08.95.030 Duties of the Board 

Issue licenses, impose disciplinary sanctions, adopt 
regulations, and prepare an annual report. 

Section 08.95.040 Continuing Education 

Minimum of 45 hours per biennium of education or 
training, with a minimum of 6 hours in substance abuse 
and 6 hours in cross-cultural education that emphasizes 
Alaska Natives. 

Section 08.95.100 Penalties 

Class B misdemeanor (maximum 90 day sentence) for 
practicing clinical social work or using the title 
"clinical social worker" without a license. Unlicensed 
persons may use the title "social worker". 

Section 08.95.110 Licensure 

Qualifications: (1) Masters or doctoral degree in 
social work; (2) 2-years of full-time supervised 
employment in clinical social work or 3,000 supervised 
hours of less than full-time employment; (3) good 
professional standing; (4) 3 professional references; 
(5) pass examination; (6) pay fees. 



Mu s t be in a conspicuous place.

Section 08.95.900 Co nf i dentiality

Req ui re d except under certain conditions (case 
c o nferences wi t h other licensed professionals, written 
consent, court proceedings, incidents of child abuse or 
n e g l e c t ) .

Section 08.95.910 Exemptions

E mp loyees of federal/state/local government, 
non-profits, other qu al if i ed  professionals.

Section 08.95.990 Definitions

Defines "clinical social work" and "social work 
p rinci pl es  and methods".

S ection 3-4 DCED Duties

08.01.010 places Social Wo rk  Board under the 
c en tr a l i z e d  licensing statute.
08.01.050 authorizes DCED to provide investigative 
services to the Board.

Section 5, 08.02.010(a) Use of Title

Mu st  be used on all signs, stationery, or other 
advertising.

Section 6, 08.03.010(c) Sunset

June 30, 1992

Section 7 Initial A p p oi nt me nt s to Board

Persons with masters or doctoral degree in social 
work, 2 years or 3000 hours of experience, good 
p r of essional standing, and who pr ac ticed in Alaska 
duri ng  the past year are eligible.

Section 8 Transitional Licensure

License witho ut  e x am  until June 30, 1989 for persons 
w ho m e e t  alI other licensure r e q u i r e m e n t s .

Section 9 Effective Date

Section 08.95.130 D i splay of License

J u l y  1, 1988

) 

.. . • "tl . . •. . ' . ~ • • . 

Section 08.95.130 Display of License 

Must be in a conspicuous place. 

Section 08.95.900 Confidentiality 

Required except under certain conditions (case 
conferences with other licensed professionals, written 
consent, court proceedings, incidents of child abuse or 
neglect). 

Section 08.95.910 Exemptions 

Employees of federal/state/local government, 
non-profits, other qualified professionals. 

Section 08.95.990 Definitions 

Defines "clinical social work" and "social work 
principles and methods". 

Section 3-4 DCED Duties 

08.01.010 places Social Work Board under the 
centralized licensing statute. 
08.01.050 authorizes DCED to provide investigative 
services to the Board. 

Section 5, 08.02.0l0(a) Use of Title 

Must be used on all signs, stationery, or other 
advertising. 

Section 6, 08.03.0l0(c) 

June 30, 1992 

Sunset 

Section 7 Initial Appointments to Board 

Persons with masters or doctoral degree in social 
work, 2 years or 3000 hours of experience, good 
professional standing, and who practiced in Alaska 
during the past year are eligible. 

Section 8 Transitional Licensure 

License without exam until June 30, 1989 for persons 
who ~~c t all other licensure requirements. 

Section 9 Effective Date 

July 1, 1988 
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Original sponsors: Pourchot, Phillips 
and Collins

Utermohle
4/7/88

IN THE H OU SE BY T H E  FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CS F O R  H OU SE  B I L L  NO. 526 (Finance)

IN THE L E GI S LA TU RE  OF THE S T AT E O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L EG I SL A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A  BI LL

F or an A ct entitled: "An A c t  r e l a ti n g to the p r a c t i c e  of clinical social

w o r k  a nd exe mp ti n g c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  from licensure as 

clinical social w o r k e r s  ,* a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an effec­

tive date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T HE L EG I SL A T U R E  O F  THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. PURPOSE. The p u r po s e of this A c t  is to p r o te ct  the public

by

(1) s e t t i n g  st an da rd s for t h e  education, training, and experi­

ence for p e rs on s p r a c t i c i n g  clinical social work; and

(2) p r o m o t i n g  h i g h  st andards o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  performance by 

those p e r s o n s  l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  clinical s o ci al  work.

* Sec. 2. AS 08 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  95. C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  WORK.

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D  O F  C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  W O R K  EXAMINERS.

Sec. 08.95.010. C R E A TI ON  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  OF THE BOARD. (a)

T h er e is c r e a t e d  the Bo a rd  of Clinical S o c i a l  W o r k  Examiners composed 

of five members. F o u r  m e m b e r s  m u s t  b e  p e r s o n s  lic en se d under this 

chapter, i n c l u d i n g  at l east one p e r s o n  w h o  is n ot an employee of a 

federal, state, o r  local g ov er n m e n t  or of a p r i v a t e  nonprofit organi­

zation th at  is e xe m pt  from federal income tax. One m e m b e r  must be a 

p ub li c member.

(b) M e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  shall elect a m e m b e r  of the board as 

chair. The c ha ir  serves for a t e r m  of one year.

Sec. 08.95.020. BOARD MEETINGS. The b o a r d  shall he l d at least
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original sponsors: Pourchot, Phillips 
and Collins 

S-l953L 

Utermohle 
4/7/88 

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

cs FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 526 (Finance) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL 

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of clinical social 

work and exempting certain persons from licensure as 

clinical social workers; and providing for an effec­

tive date." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

* Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to protect the public 

by 

(l) setting standards for the education, training, and experi­

ence for persons practicing clinical social work; and 

(2) promoting · high standards of professional performance by 

those persons licensed to practice clinical social work. 

* Sec. 2. AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapter to read: 

CHAPTER ·95. CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK. 

ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS. 

Sec. 08.95.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. (a) 

There is created the Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners composed 

of five members. Four members must be persons licensed under this 

chapter, including at least one person who is not an employee of a 

federal, state, or local government or of a private nonprofit organi­

zation that is exempt from federal income tax. One member must be a 

public member. 

(b) Members of the board shall elect a member of the board as 

chair. The chair serves for a term of one year. 

Sec. 08.95.020. BOARD MEETINGS. The board shall hold at least 

-1- CSHB 52 6 (Fin) 
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one m e e t i n g  each year. T he b o a r d  m a y  h o l d  addit io na l me et i n g s  at the 

call of t h e  ch ai r or of a m a j o r i t y  of the board members.

Sec. 08.95.030. DUTIES. T h e  b o a r d  shall

(1) issue licenses t o  q ua l i f i e d  applicants;

(2) submit an annual re port of its p r o c e e d i n g s  to the

d epartment;

(3) a f te r a hearing, impose d i s c i p l i n a r y  s an c tions on a 

p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  this c h a pt er  or the r e gu la ti o ns  o r  o rders of the 

board;

(4) adopt regulations r e q u i ri ng  that c o n t i n u i n g  education 

r eq ui r e m e n t s  b e  satisfied b ef or e a license is renewed;

(5) adopt regulations n e c e s sa ry  to c a r r y  out t he p u r po se  of 

this chapter.

Sec. 08.95.040. CO NT I N U I N G  EDU CA TI ON  REQUIREMENT. (a) The

b o a r d  shall adopt c o nt in ui n g e d u c a t i o n  r e q ui re me nt s  for per so ns  li­

censed u n d e r  this chapter. C on ti n u i n g  e du cation r e qu ir em e nt s must 

incl u de  a m i n i m u m  of 45 hours p e r  b i e n n i u m  of e d u c a t i o n  or training 

w i t h  a m i n i m u m  of s ix h ours in sub st an c e abuse and s i x  h o u r s  in cross- 

c ultural ed uc at i on  em p hasizing A l a s k a n  Natives.

(b) The  b o a r d  shall a p p o in t t hr ee  perso ns  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this 

c h a p t e r  to serve as a c o nt in ui n g edu ca ti on  committee. T h e  committee

shall a d vi se  th e b o a r d  on m a t t er s rel at ed  to c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  for

c linical social workers. One perso n appointed to t h e  c o m m i t t e e  must 

b e  fa miliar w i t h  social pro b le ms  in t he rural areas o f  t h e  state.

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING.

Sec. 08,95.100. LICENSE REQUIRED. (a) A  p e r s o n  w h o  practices 

clinical social w o r k  without obt ai ni n g a license is sued b y  t he board 

a nd w i t h o u t  qu al i fy in g for an e xe mp ti on  from this c h a p t e r  is g ui lt y of 

a class B misdemeanor.

CSHB 5 2 6 (Fin) -2-
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one meeting each year. The board may hold additional meetings at the 

call of the chair or of a majority of the board members. 

Sec. 08.95.030. DUTIES. The board shall 

(1) issue lieens~s tc qualified applicants: 

( 2) submit an annual report of its proceedings to the 

department; 

(3) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions on a 

person who violates this chapter or the regulations or orders of the 

board; 

( 4) adopt regulations requiring that continuing education 

requirements be satisfied before a license is renewed; 

(5) adopt regulations necessary to carry out the purpose of 

this chapter. 

Sec. 08.95.040. CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENT. (a) The 

board shall adopt continuing education requirements for persons li­

censed under this chapter. continuing education requirements must 

include a minimum of 45 hours per biennium of education or training 

with a minimum of six hours in substance abuse and six hours in cross­

cultural education emphasizing Alaskan Natives. 

(b) The board shall appoint three persons licensed under this 

chapter to serve as a continuing education committee. The committee 

shall advise the board on matters related to continuing education for 

clinical social workers. One person appointed to the committee must 

be familiar with social problems in the rural areas of the state. 

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING. 

sec. 08.95.100. LICENSE REQUIRED. (a) A person who practices 

clinical social work without obtaining a license issued by the board 

and without qualifying for an exemption from this chapter is guilty of 

a class B misdemeanor. 

CSHB 526(Fin) -2-
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(b) A  p e r s o n  w h o  is not licensed as a clinical social worker, or 

whose l i c e n s e  is s u s p e nd ed  or revoked, o r  w h o s e  l i c en se  has lapsed, 

w ho use s in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the person's name th e w o r d s  or letters 

"L.C.S.W.," " L ic ensed Clinical Social W orker," o r  o th er  letters, 

words, or ins ig ni a in di c at in g or implying that t h e  p e rs on  is a li­

censed cl inical social worker, or who in a n y  way, orally, or in wri t­

ing, d i r e c t l y  o r  b y  implication, holds out as a licensed clinical 

social w o r k e r  is g u i l t y  of a class B misdemeanor.

(c) A  p e r s o n  n o t  l icensed under this c h a pt er  m a y  u se the title 

of "social w o r k e r . "

Sec. 08.95.110. LICENSE TO PRACTICE C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  WORK. The

b oa rd  shall issue a lic en se  to p ractice clinical social w o r k  to a

person w h o

(1) h a s  r e c e i v e d  a master's de gree or a doct or al  degree in

social w o r k  fro m  a c o l l e g e  or university accre di te d b y  th e Council on

Social W o r k  Education;

(2) h a s  completed, wi thin the 10 ye ar s b e f o r e  application 

for l ic en su r e and u n d e r  t h e  supervision of a l ic en s e d  clinical social 

worker, l i c en s ed  psychologist, licensed psychiatrist, or, wit h ap­

proval of t he board, a clinical social w o r k e r  w h o  is exem pt  from this 

chap te r u n d e r  AS 08.95.910, either (A) a m i n i m u m  of two years of 

conti nu ou s f u l l - t i m e  e m p l o y m e n t  in po st graduate cl in ic al  social work? 

or (B) a m i n i m u m  o f  3,000 h o u r s  of less t h a n  f ul l-time employment in a 

p e r i o d  of n o t  less t h a n  t w o  years in po st g r a d u a t e  clinical social 

work; at least 100 h o u r s  of supervision re quired u n d e r  this paragraph 

shall be c o n d u c t e d  by a q ua li fi ed  person approved b y  t h e  board?

(3) is in g o o d  pr of essional s tanding a n d  is fit to practice 

social w o r k  as d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the board;

(4) has p r o v i d e d  three professional references to the

-3- CSH B 5 2 6 (Fin)
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(b) A person who is not licensed as a clinical social worker, or 

whose license is suspended or revoked, or whose license has lapsed, 

who uses in connection with the person's name the words or letters 

"L. c. s. W. , 11 "Licensed Clinical Social Worker," or other letters, 

words, or insignia indicating or implying that the person is a li­

censed clinical social worker, or who in any way, orally, or in writ-

ing, directly or by implication, holds out as a licensed clinical 

social worker is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. 

(c) A person not licen~...---:d uncler this chapter may use the title 

of "social worker." 

Sec. 08.95.110. LICENSE ~o PRACTICE CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK. The 

board shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a 

person who 

(1) has received a master's degree or a doctoral degree in 

social work from a college or university accredited by the Council on 

Social Work Education: 

(2) has completed, within the 10 years before application 

for licensure and under the supervision of a licensed clinical social 

worker, licensed psychologist, licensed psychiatrist, or, with ap­

proval of the board, a clinical social worker who is exempt from this 

chapter under AS 08.95.910, either (A) a minimum of two years of 

continuous full-time employment in postgraduate clinical social work; 

or (B) a minimum of 3,000 hours of less than full-time employment in a 

period of not less than two years in postgraduate clinical social 

work; at least 100 hours of supervision required under this paragraph 

shall be conducted by a qualified person approved by the board: 

(3) is in good professional standing and is fit to practice 

social work as determined by the board: 

(4) has provided three professional references to the 
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board;

(5) has  s a t i s fa ct o ri ly  completed the e x a m i n a t i o n  given by 

the board; and

(6) h as pai d requ ir ed  fees.

Sec. 08.95.120. LI CE N SI NG  BY CREDENTIALS. T h e  b o a r d  shall issue 

a license to pra ct ic e clinical social w o r k  w i th ou t e x a m i n a t i o n  if the 

a p pl icant

(1) holds a current license to pr a ct i c e  cli n ic al  social 

w o r k  in a n o t h e r  juri s di ct io n t h a t  at the time of orig in a l issuance of 

t he license h a d  requirements for licensure equal t o  or m o r e  stringent 

t ha n those of this state;

(2) is n ot the  s u bj e ct  of an unresolved c o m p l a i n t  or disci­

pli n a r y  actio n b e fo re  a re gu l a t o r y  authority o r  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  social 

w o r k  association;

(3) fc.p/* not failed t h e  examination for a lice ns e  to prac­

tice clinical social w o r k  in thi s  state;

(4) has not h a d  a license to practice c li ni c a l  social work 

r e v o k e d  or s us p en de d in this state or another jurisdiction;

(5) has submitted p r o o f  of continued c o m p e t e n c y  satis­

factory to the board; a nd

(6) has p ai d re qu i r e d  fees.

Sec. 08.95.130. D I SP LA Y O F  LICENSE. A  p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  under 

th is  c h a pt er  shall dis p la y t h e  license in a c o n s p i c u o u s  p l a c e  where 

t h e  licensee practices.

ART IC LE  3. G E N E R A L  PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.95.900. C O NF ID E N T I A L I T Y  OF COMMUNICATION. (a) A  li­

cens e d  clinical social w o r k e r  m a y  not  reveal to a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  a 

c om mu n i c a t i o n  m a d e  to the lic en s ee  by a client a bo ut  a m a t t e r  concern­

ing w h i c h  the client ha s e m p l o y e d  t he licensee in a professional 
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board; 

(5) has satisfactorily completed the examination given by 

the board; and 

(6) has paid required fees. 

Sec. 08.95.120. LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall issue 

a license to practice clinical social work without examination if the 

applicant 

(1) holds a current license to practice clinical social 

work in another jurisdiction that at the time of original issuance of 

the license had requirements for licensure equal to or more stringent 

than those of this state; 

(2) is not the subject of an unresolved complaint or disci­

plinary action before a regulatory authority or a professional social 

work association; 

(3) hn ~ not failed the examination for a license to prac­

tice clinical social work in this state; 

(4) has not had a license to practice clinical social work 

revoked or suspended in this state or another jurisdiction; 

(5) has submitted proof of continued competencv satis­

factory to the board; and 

(6) has paid required fees. 

Sec. 08.95.l~O. DISPLAY OF LICENSE. A person licensed under 

this chapter shall display the license in a conspicuous place where 

the licensee practices. 

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Sec. 08.95.900. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATION. (a) A li­

censed clinical social worker may not reveal to another person a 

communication made to the licensee by a client about a matter concern­

ing which the client has employed the licensee in a professional 

CSHB 526(Fin) -4-
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capacity. This section does not a p p l y  to

(1) a case c on fe re nc e  w i t h  o t h e r  clinical social w o r k er s or

w i t h  psychologists, ps yc h ol og ic al  associates, physicians, or surgeons; 
T O  i* \  , V  V V '.c . '  C.

(2) the rele as e of info r ma ti on  w hich the c l ie n t in writing

author iz ed  the licensee t o  reveal? J r  ̂  <̂ o r i r r ' 1 ' • • C . i - i 'T io A  J

(3) inform at io n r e v e a l e d  as p a r t  of the d i s c o v e r y  of evi­

dence related to a co ur t p r o c e e d i n g  o r  introduced in e v i d en ce  in a

court proceeding.

(b) No t wi t h s t a n d i n g  (a) of this section, a l i c e ns ed  clinical 

social w o r k e r  shall report incidents of child a b u s e  or negl ec t as

r e q u ir ed  by AS 47.17.020.

Sec. 08.95.910. EXEMPTIONS. This chapter does not a pp ly  to a 

p e r s o n  w h o

(1) practices clinical social wor k as an e m p l o y e e  of a

federal, state, or local g o v e r n m e n t  or of a private n o n p r o f i t  orga­

niza t i o n  tha t is e xempt fr om  federal income tax; or

(2) is a qu al i fi ed  m e m b e r  of a recognized profession, other

th an  clinical social work, and d o e s  n o t  represent t o  the p ub li c  by

ti tl e or description of ser vi ce  as p r a c t i c i n g  clinical social work.

Sec. 08.95.990. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) "board" m e a n s  t h e  B o a r d  of Clinical Socia l  W o r k  E x­

aminers ;

(2) "clinical social work" means a ser v ic e in w h i c h  a 

special knowledge of social resources, h um an  capabilities, and the 

p a r t  th at  un conscious m o t i v a t i o n  p l a y s  in d e t e r m i n i n g  b e h a v i o r  is 

directed, through the a p p l i c a t i o n  of social w o r k  p r i n c i p l e s  and m e t h­

ods, at h e lp in g  individuals to a c h ie ve  m o r e  adequate, satisfying, and 

p r o d u c t i v e  social adjustments;

(3) "clinical social worker" means a p e r s o n  who practices
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capacity. This section does not apply to 

(1) a case conference with other clinical social workers or 

with psychologists, psychological associates, physicians, or surgeons; r O t- ·, i\ . , . r··,C. Q.~ ~ e. 
(2) ~he release of information which the client in writing 

r Pl (1 O rrr; ( ""t"" , v.... ,-, · . .... ,-. """T" \ O •' - ] authorized the licensee to reveal;~ - · - •' \ 

(3) information revealed as part of the discovery of evi­

dence related to a court proceeding or introduced in evidence in a 

court proceeding. 

(b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, a licensed clinical 1 

social worker shall report incidents of child abuse or neglect as 

required by AS 47.17.020. 

Sec. 08.95.910. EXEMPTIONS. This chapter does not apply to a 

person who 

(1) practices clinical social work as an employee of a 

federal, state, or local government or of a private nonprofit orga­

nization that is exempt from federal income tax; or 

(2) is a qualified member of a recognized profession, other 

than clinical social work, and does not represent to the public by 

title or description of service as practicing clinical social work. 

Sec. 08.95.990. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter 

(1) "board" means the Board of Clinical Social Work Ex­

aminers; 

(2) "clinical social work" means a service in which a 

special knowledge of social resources, human capabilities, and the 

part that unconscious motivation plays in determining behavior is 

directed, through the application of social work principles and meth­

ods, at helping individuals to achieve more adequate, satisfying, and 

productive social adjustments; 

( 3) "clinical social worker" means a person who practices 
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clinical social work;

(4) "department" m e a n s  the De pa r tm en t of Commerce and 

E con om ic  Development;

(5) "social w o r k  p r i n c i p l e s  and methods" include counseling 

and u s i n g  te ch n i q u e s  of a p p l ie d  p s y c h o t h e r a p y  of a nonmedical nature 

to a s si st  in the d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  of m ental and emotional 

c o nd it i o n s  of individuals, families, and groups; p r o v i d i n g  information 

and r eferral services; p r o v i d i n g  o r  ar ra n gi ng  for the pr o vision of 

social services; e x p l a i n i n g  and inte rp re ti n g t he ps yc hosocial aspects 

in t h e  situa ti on s of individuals, families, or groups; h e lp in g commu­

nities to organize, provide, or improve social and h ea lt h services; 

a nd d o i n g  r es e a r c h  r e la te d  t o  social work.

* Sec. 3. A S  08.01.010 is a m en de d b y  a d di ng  a n e w  p a r a g ra ph  to read:

(28) Board of Clinical Social W o r k  E xa miners (AS 08.95.010).

* Sec. 4. A S  08.02.010(a) is a m e n de d  to read:

(a) A n  a u d i o l o g i s t  l i c en se d  u n d e r  AS 08.11, a p e rs o n licensed in 

t he state as a c h i r o p r a c t o r  u n d e r  AS 08.20,. a denti s t un de r AS 08.36, 

a med ic al  p r a c t i t i o n e r  o r  o s t e o p a t h  u n d e r  AS 08.64, a regist er ed  nurse 

u n d e r  AS 08.68, an o p t o m e t r i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.72, a regist er ed  pharmacist 

u n d e r  AS 08.80, a r e g i s t e r e d  p hysical t he rapist or o cc u pational thera­

pist  u n d e r  AS 08.84, [OR] a p s y c h o l o g i s t  un de r  AS 08.86, or a clinical 

social w o r k e r  licensed u n d e r  AS 08.95. shall u s e  as professional 

i d e n t if i ca ti on  ap pr o p r i a t e  lett er s or a title af te r  that pe rs on 's  name 

w h i c h  re pr es e n t s  tha t  p e r s o n ' s  s p e c if ic  field of practice. Th e let­

ters o r  t i t l e  shall a p p ea r on all signs, stationery, or o th e r ad­

ver t i s i n g  in w h i c h  t h e  p e r s o n  offers o r  displays personal professional 

s ervices t o  the public. In addition, a perso n eng ag e d in the practice 

of m e d i c i n e  or o s t e o p a t h y  u n d e r  AS 08.64.380(2) or a p erson engaged in 

an y m a n n e r  in the h e a l i n g  arts w ho diagnoses, treats, tests, or 
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clinical social work; 

(4) "department" means the Department of Commerce and 

Economic Development; 

(5) "social work principles and methods" include counseling 

and using techniques of applied psychotherapy of a nonmedical nature 

to assist in the diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional 

conditions of individuals, families, and groups; providing information 

and referral services; providing or arranging for the provision of 

social services; explaining and interpreting the psychosocial aspects 

in the situations of individuals, families, or groups; helping commu­

nities to organize, provide, or improve social and health services; 

and doing research related to social work. 

* Sec. 3. AS 00.01.010 is amen6ed by adding a new paragraph to read: 

(28) Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners (AS 08.95.010). 

* Sec. 4. AS 08.02.0lO(a) is amended to read: 

(a) An audiologist licensed under AS 08.11, a person licensed in 

the state as a chiropractor under AS 08.20 .• a dentist under AS 08.36, 

a medical practitioner or osteopath under AS 08.64, a registered nurse 

under AS 08.68, an optometrist under AS 08.72, a registered pharmacist 

under AS 08.80, a registered physical therapist or occupational thera­

pist under AS 08.84, [OR] a psychologist under AS 08.86, or a clinical 

social worker licensed under AS 08.95. shall use as professional 

identificatio~ appropriate letters or a title after that person's name 

which represents that person's specific field of practice. The let­

ters or title shall appear on all signs, stationery, or other ad­

vertising in which the person offers or displays personal professional 

services to the public. In addition, a person engaged in the practice 

of medicine or osteopathy under AS 08.64.380(2) or a person engaged in 

any manner in the healing arts who diagnoses, treats, tests, or 
29 

CSHB 526(Fin) -6-



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

c o u n s e l s  o t h e r  persons in r e l a t i o n  to h u m a n  h e a l t h  or d i s e a s e  and uses 

t he l e t t e r s  or the title "doctor" or "physician" o r  another

t it le  t h a t  tends t o  show that t h e  p e r s o n  is w i l l i n g  o r  qu al i fi ed  to 

diagnose, treat, test, or counsel a n o t h e r  person, shall c l a r if y the 

l e t te rs  o r  t i tl e b y  adding t he a p p r o p r i a t e  s pecialist designation, if 

any, such as "dermatologist", "radiologist", "audiologist", "naturo­

path", or t he like.

* Sec. 5. A S  08.03.010(c) is a m e n d e d  b y  adding a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(21) B oard of Clinical Socia l  W o r k  E xa mi n e r s  (AS 08.95.010) 

—  J u n e  30, 1992.

* Sec. 6. I N I T I A L  APPO I NT ME NT S T O  T HE B OA RD  O F  C L I N I C A L  S O C I A L  WORK 

EXAMINERS. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  08.95.010, as enacted b y  sec. 2 of this Act, 

a p e r s o n  is e l i g i bl e for an initial a p p o i n t m e n t  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e m b e r  of 

the B o a r d  o f  Social W o r k  Examiners, if t h e  p e r s o n

(1) has received a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  or a d o c t o r a l  d e g r e e  in

social w o r k  f ro m a college or u n i v e r s i t y  accred i te d b y  t h e  Council on

Social W o r k  Education?

(2) h a s  completed, w i t h i n  the p r e c e d i n g  10 years, e i t h e r

(A) a min im um  of two y e a r s  o f  continuous fu ll -t im e em ploy­

me n t  in p os tg r a d u a t e  clinical social work? or

(B) a m i ni mu m  of 3,000 h o u r s  of less tha n fu ll -t im e e mploy­

me n t  in p o s t g r a d u a t e  clinical social w o r k  in a p e r i o d  of n o t  less than 

t w o  years?

(3) is in good professional standing? and

(4) h a s  pr ac t ic ed  clinical so cial w o r k  in this s ta te  w i t h i n  the 

y e a r  p r e c e d i n g  appointment.

* Sec. 7. T R A N S I T I O N A L  LICENSURE. (a) N o tw it h s t a n d i n g  A S  08.95.110, 

as e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 2 of this Act, the Bo ar d of Clinical Social W o r k  E x­

aminers s hall issue a license to p r a c t i c e  clinical social w o r k  to a person
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counsels other persons in relation to human health or disease and uses 

the letters "M. D." or the title "doctor" or "physician" or another 

title that tends to show that the person is willing or qualified to 

diagnose, treat, test, or counsel another person, shall clarify the 

letters or title by adding the appropriate specialist designation, if 

any, such as 11clermatologist", "radiologist", "audiologist", "naturo­

path", or the like. 

* Sec. 5. AS 08.03.0lO(c) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read: 

(21) Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners (AS 08.95.010) 

-- June 30, 1992. 

* Sec. 6. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK 

EXAMINERS. Notwithstanding AS 08.95.010, as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, 

a person is eligible for an initial appointment as a professional member of 

the Board of Social Work Examiners, if the person 

( l) has received a master's degree or a doctoral degree in 

social work from a college or university accredited by the council on 

social Work Education: 

(2) has completed, ~~thin the preceding 10 years, either 

(A) a ~inimum of two years of continuous full-time employ­

ment in postgraduate clinical social work: or 

(B) a minimum of 3,000 hours of less than full-time employ­

ment in postgraduate clinical social work in a period of not less than 

two years: 

(3) is in good professional standing: and 

(4) has practiced clinical social work in this state withi~ the 1 

year preceding appointment. 

* Sec. 7. TRANSITIONAL LICENSURE. 
27 

(a) Notwithstanding AS 08.95.110, 

as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, the Board of Clinical Social Work Ex-
28 

aminers shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a person 
29 
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who

(1) applies for a license b ef or e  J u l y  1, 1989? and

(2) satisfies the requirements of AS 08.95.110(1) - (4) and (6).

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 08.95.110(2) as enac te d b y  sec. 2 of this Act,

the b o a r d  shall issue a license to p r a c t i c e  c linical soci al  w o r k  to a 

p e r s o n  w h o  a p p li es  for licensure u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  w i t h o u t  regard to 

w h e t h e r  the s u p e r v i s i n g  clinical social w o r k e r  is l i c e ns e d in thi s state.

* Sec. 8. This A c t  takes effect J u l y  1, 1988.
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who 

(1) applies for a license before July 1, 1989; and 

(2) satisfies the requirements of AS 08.95.ll0(l) - (4) and (6). 

(b) Notwithstanding AS 08.95.110(2) as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, 

the board shall issue -=i license to practice clinical social work to a 

person who applies for licensure under this section without regard to 

whether the supervising clinical social worker is licensed in this state. 

* Sec. a. This Act takes effect July 1, 1988. 

• 
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CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
For Bill/Eesolution No. cshb 526 (l&c)

The expenses identified d £  not include administrative overhead costs.

All licensing programs under central licensing are expected to cover a 

portion of the overhead expenses. To accomplish this, the division has 

established a formula used to spread overhead costs in each licensing 

area based on the number of licensees within an occupation. For clinical 

social workers, 50 practitioners equal 0.24% of the current licensees; 

therefore, 0.24% of the overhead is assigned to the clinical social wo r k  

licensing program to be covered by licensing fees.

Therefore, the total cost of the clinical social work licensing program 

is $15,400 in the first year and licensing fees would need to attempt to 
cover this cost.

Clinical social workers have expressed their willingness to pay up to 

$150 per year ($300 biennial) for licensing fees. As a result, the 

profession will .lust about cover the costs of its licensing program in 

the first year. Revenues identified on even-numbered years are based on 

10 new licensees. Because of the renewal cycle of licenses, expenses in 

a nonrenewal year will have to be subsidized by general funds or through 

other licensing fees for those occupations undergoing renewal.

P * g e  J : o f
2

) 

CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS 
For Bill/2esolutioa No. csHB 526 (L&C) 

The expenses identified do not include administrative overhead costs. 
All licensing programs undercentral licensing are expected to cover a 
portion of the overhead expenses. To acc~mplish this, the division has 
established a formula used to spread overhea1 costs in each licensing 
area based on the number of licensees within an occupation. For clinical 
social workers, SO practitioners equal 0.24% of the current licensees; 
therefore, O. 24% of the overhead is assigned to the clini.cal social work 
licensing program to be covered by licensing fees. 

Therefore, the total cost of the clinical social work licensing program 
is $15,400 in the first year and licensing fees would need to attempt to 
cover this cost. 

Clinical social workers have expressed their willingness to pay up to 
$150 per year ($300 biennial) for licensing fees. As a result, the 
profession will just about cover the costs of its licensing program in 
the first year. Revenues identified on even-numbered years are based on 
10 new licensees. Because of the renewal cycle of licenses, expenees in 
a nonrenewal year will have to be subsidized by general funds or through 
other licensing fees for those occupations undergoing renewal. 
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C S H B  52 6  ( L & C ) :  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  
work n d  e x e m p t i n g  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n s  f r o m  l i c e n s u r e  
as c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an  
e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

C S H B  52 6  e s t a b l i s h e s  a B o a r d  o f  C l i n i c a l  S o c i a l  Work E x a m i n e r s  t o  r e g u ­
l a t e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c l i n i c a l  s o d a !  work p e r f o r m e d  b y  i n d e p e n d e n t  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  e x e m p t s  I n d i v i d u a l s  who p r a c t i c e  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  work 
as  an  e m p l o y e e  o f  a f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  or  o f  a p r i v a t e  
n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

C u r r e n t l y ,  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o rk er s  p r a c t i c e  I n d e p e n d e n t l y  w i t h  n o  
o v e r s i g h t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  or  m e an s  t o  p u r s u e  u n e t h i c a l  
p r a c t i c e .  C l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  o f t e n  work c l o s e l y  w i t h  p s y c h o l o ­
g i s t s  a nd  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  1 n  d i a g n o s i n g  a n d  t r e a t i n g  e m o t i o n a l  
d i s o r d e r s .  A l t h o u g h  o t h e r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  g e n e r a l l y  ‘ 
r e c e i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t  b y  t h e  s t a t e  o r  a c l i n i c  
o r  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y ,  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  h a v e  b e e n  i s o l a t e d  f r o m  
s u c h  o v e r s i g h t .  v

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  c o o p e r a t i v e  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  
a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  new l i c e n s i n g  f u n c t i o n  t h r o u g h  r e a l i s t i c  
l i c e n s i n g  f e e s .

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t

Date: _____________

J S / d g l 0 0 6 6 o
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CSHB 526 (L&C): An Act relating to the practice of clinical social 
work nd exempting certain ~ersons from licensure 
as clin1cal social workers; and providing for an 
effective date. 

CSHB 526 establishes a Boar~ of Clinical Social Work Examiners to regu­
late the practice of clinical social work performed by independent 
practitioners and exempts individuals who practice clinical social work 
as an employee of a federal, state or local government, or of a private 
nonprofit organization. 

Currently, clinical social workers practice independently with no 
oversight of individual qualifications, or means to pursue unethical 
practice. Clinical social workers often work closely with psycholo-
gists and psychiatrists in diagnosing and treating emotional 
disorders. Although other classifications of social workers generally 
receive supervision through their employment by the state or a clinic •­
or medical facility, clinical social workers have been isolated from f..~ : 
such oversight. · " · 

The department supports the licensing of clinical social workers, 
provided that the profession is cooperative in attempting to support 
adequate funding for the new licensing function through realistic 
licensing fees. 

JS/dgl0066o 
040488b 

. . 

~n~h~~r 
Department. of Corrmerce and 

Economic Development 

Date:_.....,~ ...... '/~_.,..,/2 ..... '?Y ____ _ 
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POSITION PAPER 
aa-MITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL No. 526

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of clinical social
work and exempting certain persons from licensure as 
clinical social workers; and providing for an 
effective date."

The Cannittee Substitute for House Bill 526 would provide for a licensing 
body with the authority to regulate the practice of clinical social work 
in Alaska. The provisions in this Cannittee Substitute would:

1) promote high standards of professional performance by persons 
licensed to practice clinical social work.

As a result of this legislation, cnly persons found by the Board to meet 
the requirements under Section 08.95.110 would be issued a license to 
practice clinical social work. Clinical social workers intervene in 
complex situations involving interpersonal, soeial, financial, and legal 
dimensions, and in an area where the professional capabilities of the 
individual have such an important iirpact on the persons receiving serv­
ices, it is essential that the standards of quality of one's profession­
al performance are consistently hiyh. Licensure or certification has 
been effected in 43 states, the Virgin Islands, and Puerto, as a 
mechanism to ensure those standards.

2) protect the consumer by insuring that persons using the title of
clinical social worker have specific educational training designed to
prepare persons for the field of social work.

There are presently no requirements for clinical social work practition­
ers, and while consumers of these services can contact the Alaska Chapter 
of the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) to see if the person 
is a member, membership in NASW is voluntary and therefore all "licens- 
able" social workers nay not belong to NASW. In addition, while persons 
who are members of NASW are required to conduct their practices accord­
ing to the national organization's code of ethics, censoring a member for 
unethical practices does not stop them fran practicing in Alaska; that 
can only be accomplished through licensure.

3) provide individuals in the conrnunity with more options for
treatment than what presently exists.

Licensure provides the clinical social worker with the ability to seek 
financial reimbursement for services through a nunber of insurance 
caipanies which presently will only reiirburse "licensed" professionals. 
The result of the present situation is that persons seeking treatment 
services are forced to wait for the availability of other professionals 
if they need to pay for these services through insurance. Social 
workers provide a large percentage of the clinical services offered in 
Alaska, particularly in the rural areas, and the availability of those 
services often means the difference between some treatment and no 
treatment.

RJSITION PAPER 
cnMITl'EE SUBS"ITIUrE FOR HCOSE BILL No. 526 

For an Act entitled: "An kt relating to the practice · of clinical scx:ial 
-...ork and exeapting certain persons £ran licensure as 
clinical social workers 1 and providing for an 
effective date." 

The Ccmnittee SUbstitute for Hoose Bill 526 "'10Llld provide for a licensing 
bcx3:y with the authority to regulate the practice of clinical scx:ial work 
in Alaska. The provisiais in this Ccmnittee SUbstitute woold: 

1) prarcte high standards of professicnal perf o:rnence by persons 
licensed to practice clinical social w.:,rk. 

As a result of tllis legislatiai, ally persons foum by the Board to rreet 
the requirarents under se:tian 08.95.110 would be issued a license to 
practice clinical social w.:,rk. Clinical scx:::ial workers intezvene in 
carple>e situations involving interpeI'Salal, soeial, financial, and legal 
diirensians, and in an area where the professional capabilities of the 
in:lividual have such an in{)ortant ilq:)act oo the persons receiving seIV­
ices, it is essential that the standards of quality of one's professicm• 
al perfonnance are cC11Sistently t.i:i.h. Licensure or certificatiai has 
been effected in 43 states, the Virgin Islands, and Puerto, as a 
nechanism to ensure th::>se standards. 

2) protect the caisuner by insuring that persons using the title of 
clinical social w.:,rker have specific educaticnal training designed to 
prepare persCllS for the field of social \toUrk. 

There are presently no requiranents for clinical scx:ial \\Ork practitiai­
ers, and while caisumers of these BeIVicas can caitact the Alaska Chapter 
of the Naticnal Asscciatia:i of Sc.cial Workers (~) to see if the person 
is a nerber, rreri:)ership in NA.SW is voluntaey arx:1 tm:refore all "licens­
able" social \toUrkers my not belaig to NAS'J. In additiai, while persons 
wh::> are meni>ers of ~ are required to corxiuct their practices accord­
ing to the natiooal organi:r.aticn's code of ethics, censoring a menber for 
unethical practices does not stq) then £ran practicing in Alaska1 that 
can only be accarplished thrrugh licensure. 

3) provide individuals in the carmmity with nore a:,ticns for 
treatment than what presently exists. 

Licensure provides the clinical sccial 'W01'ker with the ability to seek 
financial reimbursement for services through a mmber of insurcm:::e 
carpanies which presently will atly :reiuburse "licensed• professionals. 
The result of the present situatiai is that persais seeking treatment 
sezvices are fo:cced to wait for the availability of other professionals 
if they need to pay for these sezvices through insurance. Social 
w.:,rke:rs provide a lazge percentage of the clinical sezvices offered in 
Alaska, particularly in the nmu. areas, arxl the availability of those 
services often means the difference between sane treabrelt arxl !!Q 
treat::nelt. 
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4) provide for privileged caiminication between the professional 
social worker and the client.

While the information acquired by state social workers in their perform­
ance of their duties under AS 47.10.090, 47.17.040, 47.35.060, and 
47.35.070 is confidential, social workers in private agencies or in 
p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  have no similar protection of their clients' 
information.

The Department of Health and Social Services strongly supports both the 
recognition of the profession of social work and the carmitment of the 
Alaska Legislature to regulate that practice in order to assure quality 
service to clients.

REOCM4ENDEQ:
/

DATE;

le M. Chase, Director 
division of Family 
and Youth Services

a - f e d t M . _ _

APPROVED:

DATE;

3 k

A

j  a j

Myra i y  Munson, Oaimissicner 
Department of Health 

and Social Services
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4) Provide for privileged camunicaticn between the professional 
social "WOrlcer and the client • 

While the infomatia1 acquired by state social "WOrlcers in their perf onn­
ance of their duties under AS 47 .10.090, 47 .17 .040, 47 .35.060, and 
47 .35.070 is confidential, scx:ial workers in private agencies or in 
private practice have no similar protection of their clients' 
infonnatiai • 

The Departnent of Heal th am social Services strorxJlY su~rts both the 
recognition of the professiai of social work and the carmit:rrent of the 
Alaska Legislature to regulate that practice in order to assure quality 
service to clients. 

REXll+1ENDED • 
1 Y. e M. Chase, Director 

Ji~i,,.°J, ~~~es 
DATE: ~ t:9-c.f /-,_Jj_' __ _ 

APPROJED: Ault 4 1 <n1.L-~ 
Myra z.y Munson, Qmnissiooer 
Deparment of Heal th 

and Social Services 

DATE: 2'/;tJ /ft 
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ANCHORAGE

HO U SE  ETH ICS  COMMITTEE. CHA IR

HOUSE  F INANCE  COMMITTEE, 
V ICE CHAIR

PAT POURCHOT
REPRESENTATIVE

P 0 BOX 104836 
ANCHORAGE AK 9951C 

m  (9071561-7623 
(HI 19071 338-2425

P.O. BOX V 
STATE CAPITOL 

JUNEAU. AK 99811 
(907) 465-3712

JUNEAU

LEG ISLAT IVE  BUDGET  & AUDIT 
COMMITTEE fcouse of fcepresentatibes

March 22, 1988

Proposed CSHB 5 2 6 (L&C), An Act  relating to the practice of 
clinical social work.

Section 1 Purpose

Protect the public by setting standards of professional 
performance for clinical social workers.

Section 2, 08.95.010 Board Make-up

Four licensed clinical social wor ke rs  and one public 
member.

Section 08.95.020 Board Meetings

At least once a year.

Section 08.95.030 Duties of the Board

Issue licenses, impose di sc iplinary sanctions, adopt 
regulations, and prepare an annual report.

Section 08.95.040 Continuing Education

M i n i m u m  of 45 hours per bi ennium of education or 
training, with a m i n i mu m of 6 hours in substance abuse 
and 6 hours in cross-cultural education that emphasizes 
Alaska Natives.

Section 08.95.100 Penalties

Class B misde me an o r (maximum 90 day sentence) for 
pr ac ti c i n g  clinical social wor k  or using the title 
"clinical social worker" without a license. Unlice ns ed  
persons m a y  use the title "social worker".

Section 08.95.110 Licer ure

Qualifications: (1) Masters or doctoral degree in
social work; (2) 2-years of full-time supervised 
employ me nt  in clinical social wo rk  or 3,000 supervised 
hours of less than full-time employment; (3) good 
prof e ss io na l standing; (4) 3 professional references;
(5) pass examination; (6) pay fees.

BILL ANALYSIS

.. 
.ataska i,tate 1Legislature 

REPRESENTATIVE 

PAT POURCHOT 

ANCMORAGE 

? 0 BOX 1o•SJ6 
ANCHORAGE AK 995!C 

•WI 19071 S6l•76ll 
tMI 19071 338·2•25 

HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE, 
VICE CHAIR 

JUNEAU 

P.O. BOX V 

HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE. CHAIR 

LEGISLATIVE BUDGET & AUDIT 
COMMITTEE 31,ouse of Bepresentatibe5 

STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU. AK 99811 

19071 465-3712 

Harch 22, 19~8 

Proposed CSHB 526(L&C), An Act relating to the practice of 
clinical social work. 

BILL ANALYSIS 

Section 1 Purpose 

Protect the public by setting standards of professional 
performance for clinical social workers. 

Section 2, 08.95.010 Board Make-up 

Four licensed clinical social workers and one public 
member. 

Section 08.95.020 Board Meetings 

At least once a year. 

Section 08.95.030 Duties of the Board 

Issue licenses, impose disciplinary sanctions, adopt 
regulations, and prepare an annual report. 

Section 08.95.040 Continuing Education 

Minimum of 45 hours per biennium of education or 
training, with a minimum of 6 hours in substance abuse 
and 6 hours in cross-cultural education that emphasizes 
Alaska Natives. 

Section 08.95.100 Penalties 

Class B misdemeanor {maximum 90 day sentence) for 
practicing clinical social work or using the title 
"clinical social worker" without a license. Unlicensed 
persons may use the title "social worker". 

Section 08.95.110 Licer ·ure 

Qualifications: (1) Masters or doctoral degree in 
social work; (2) 2-years of full-time supervised 
employment in clinical social work or 3,000 supervised 
hours of less than full-time employment; (3) good 
professional standing; (4) 3 professional references; 
(5) pass examination; (6) pay fees. 



Must be in a conspicuous place.

Section 08.95.900 Confid en ti al it y

Required except under certain conditions (case 
conferences with other licensed professionals, written 
consent, incidents of child abuse or n e g l e c t ) .

Section 08.95.910 Exemptions

Employees of federal/state/local government, 
non-profits, other qu al if ie d professionals.

Section 08.95.990 Definitions

Defines "clinical social work" and "social work 
principles and methods".

Section 3-4 DCED Duties

08.01.010 places Social W o r k  Board u nder the 
centralized licensing statute.
08.01.050 authorizes DCED to provide investigative 
services to the Board.

Section 5, 08.02.010(a) Use of Title

Must be used on all signs, stationery, or other 
advertising.

Section 6, 08.03.010(c) Sunset

June 30, 1992

Section 7 Initial A p p oi nt me n ts  to Board -

Persons w i t h  masters or doctoral degree in social 
work, 2 years or 3000 hours of experience, good 
professional standing, and who p r a c t i c e d  in Alaska 
during the past year are eligible.

Section 8 Transitional Licensure

License with ou t  e x a m  until June 30, 1989 for persons 
who meet all other licensure requirements.

Section 9 Effective Date

Section 08.95.130 Display of License

July 1, 1988

Section 08.95.130 Display of License 

Must be in a conspicuous place. 

Section 08.95.900 Confidentiality 

Required except under certain conditions (case 
conferences with other licensed professionals, written 
consen~, incidents of child abuse or neglect). 

Section 08.95.910 Exemptions 

Employees of federal/state/local government, 
non-pLofits, other qualified professionals. 

Section 08.95.990 Definitions 

Defines "clinical social work" and "social work 
principles and methods". 

Section 3-4 DCED Duties 

08.01.010 places Social Work Board under the 
centralized licensing statute. 
08.01.050 authorizes DCED to provide investigative 
services to the Board. 

Section 5, 08.02.0l0(a) Use of Title 

Must be used on all signs, stationery, or other 
advertising. 

Section . 6, 08.03.0l0(c) 

June 30, 1992 

Sunset 

Section 7 Initial Appointments to Board ·· 

Persons with masters or doctoral degree in social 
work, 2 years or 3000 hours of experience, good 
professional standing, and who practiced in Alaska 
during the past year are eligible. 

Section 8 Transitional Licensure 

License without exam until June 30, 1989 for persons 
who meet all other licensure requirements. 

Section 9 Effective Date 

July 1, 1988 
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□p  n a b i v e s ,  n o .
411 w . 4th Avenue. Suite 301 •  A nchorage. Alaska 99501 • Phone (907) 274-3611

M a r c h  24, 1988

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P a t  P o u r c h o t  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P. 0. B o x  V  
J uneau, A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P o u r c h o t s

A F N  has r e v i e w e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  for 
H o u s e  B i l l  526 ( L & c ) .  A t  th i s  time, A F N  has no o b j e c t i o n  
to th i s  s u b s t i t u t e  m o v i n g  fo r w a r d .  O u r  c o n c e r n s  in p r e v i o u s  
d r a f t s  s e e m  to h a v e  b e e n  met, s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  v e r y  c l e a r  
e x e m p t i o n  for n o n - p r o f i t  a n d  s t a t e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s .

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  g i v e  m e  a call.

S i n c e r e l y ,

J u l i e  K i t k a
E x e c u t i v e  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

Integrity • Pride In Heritage • Progress

=~=e~a ::,ece~a~1oli 
o~ ria~rvee" tilo • 

.d11 W. ~th Avenue. Suite 301 • Anchorage, Al~l5k~ 99501 • Pl1011e (907) Z74·3611 

Representative Pat Pourchot 
Alaska State Legislature 
P. o. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Representative Pourahot1 

March 24, 1988 

AFN has reviewed the proposed Committee Substitute for 
House Bill 526 (L & C). At this time, AFN has no objection 
to this substitute moving forward. our concerns in previous 
drafts seem to have been met, specifically the very clear 
exemption for non~prcfit and state social workers. 

If you have any questions please give me a call. 

Sincerely, 

C\.. l· ~ 
~.1.tka 
Executive Vice President 

Integrity • Pride In Heritage • Progress 

. . -



LICENSING OP CL INICAL SOCIAL WORKERS IN  PRIVATE PRACTICE
Ths A l a s k a  C h a p t s r  o f  t h s  N a t i o n a l  A s s o o i a t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  W o r k e r s  
s u p p o r t s  t h s  p s s s a g s  o f  l a g i s l a t i o n  t o  r e g u l a t e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  
who a r e  s n g s g s d  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e - f o r - p r o f i t ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r a c t i c e  
o f  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  work .  C u r r e n t l y  35 S t a t a a  p r o v i d e  some 
c o n t r o l  o v e r  c l i n i c a l  s o o i a l  wo rk  i n  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h r o u g h  
r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  o r  l i c e n s u r e  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  and 9 
S t a t e s  i n c l u d i n g  C a l i f o r n i a  and O r eg on  r e g u l a t e  o n l y  t h e  p r a o t i c e  
o f  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  wo r k .
The s t a n d a r d  a d o p t e d  by NASW f o r  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  p r a o t i c e  o f
c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  wo r k  i n o l u d e s  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  s o c i a l  wo rk
f r o m  an a c c r e d i t e d  p r o g r a m  and two y e a r s  o f  s u p e r v i s e d  e x p e r i e n c e  
i n  a c l i n i c a l  s e t t i n g ,  C l i n i c a l  s e t t i n g s  i n a l u d e  bu t  a r e  n o t
l i m i t e d  t o  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c l i n i c s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  and c o u n s e l i n g
c a n t e r s .  O n l y  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  a r e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  d i a g n o s e  
and t r e a t  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  and e m o t i o n a l  d i s o r d e r s  u t i l i s i n g  
p s y c h o s o c i a l  me t hod s  and p s y o h o t h e r a p a u t i o  t e c h n i q u e s .  C l i n i c a l  
s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  d e l i v e r  o v e r  SOS o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i o e s  on t h e  
n a t i o n a l  and s t a t e w i d e  l e v e l .  C l i n i c a l  s o o i a l  w o r k e r s  a r e  t h e  
o n l y  u n l i c e n s e d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  c u r r e n t l y  p e r m i t t e d  
by  S t a t e  s t a t u t e  t o  e v a l u a t e  c l i e n t s  f o r  commi tmen t  i n  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  p r o c e e d i n g s .
The m a j o r i t y  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k o r a  engaged  i n  p r i v a t e  p r a o t i c e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  o l l n l o a l  s o o i a l  w o r k e r s .  T h e r e  a r e
s e v e r a l  m a s t e r s  l e v e l  and some b a o h e l o r s  l e v e l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  
engaged  i n  p r v i a t e  p r a c t i c e  as  c o n s u l t a n t s  bu t  i t  wou ld  be
d i f f i o u l t  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h i s  g r o u p  b e c a u s e  t h e y  do n o t  p o s s e s s  a 
s t a n d a r d  b o d y  o f  k n ow l e d g e  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  c l i n i c a l  s o o i a l  
w o r k e r s .  C on sume r s  o f  c l i n i o s l  s o c i a l  wo r k  s e r v i c e s  by p r i v a t e  
p r a a t i t i o n e r s  e r e  t h o s o  c o n s um e r s  mos t  s t  r i s k  o f  r s c e i v i n g  
s e r v i c e s  f r o m  u n q u s l i f i s d  o r  u n a t h i a s l  p r s c t i t i o n s r s .
NASW b s l i e v e s  t h a t  l l e o n o i n g  o f  a l l  s o a i s l  w o r k e r s  i s  b e n t f i c i a l  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  b u t  l i c e n s i n g  o f  p r i v a t s  p r s c t i t i o n s r s  i s
a b s o l u t e l y  n e o e s s s r y  t o  p r o t e c t  c o n s ume r s .  C l i e n t s  o f  a g e n c i e s  
c an  f i l s  c o m p l a i n t s  w i t h  t h s  w o r k e r ' s  s u p e r v i s o r ,  d i r e c t o r ,  o r  
g o v e r n i n g  b o a r d ,  b u t  a l i e n t s  o f  p r i v a t s  p r s o t i t l o n s r s  h ave  no 
s uo h  r s c o u r s s .  R s c s n t l y  t h e r e  h ave  been  s e v e r a l  r s p o r t s  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  s o o i a l  w o r k e r s  a c c u s e d  o f  
s e x u a l l y  a b u s i n g  o l l e n t s  h a s  s h a r p l y  i n o r e a a e d .  The A l e c k s  
C h a p t s r  o f  NASW i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h s  p r o o e s s  o f  h a n d l i n g  s  
c o m p l a i n t  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  a g a i n s t  one  o f  o u r  members .  Bec au s e  
NASW can o n l y  h a n d l e  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  members ,  t h e  o n l y  
s s n o t i o n  we o s n  imp o s e  i s  t o  r e v o k e  membe r sh i p .
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LlCINSIHQ OP CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKBRS IH PRIVATI PRACTIC! 

Th• Ala■ ka Chapter or th• Natian ■ l A11ooi1tion or Social Nork1r1 
1upport ■ the pa11a11 or ltli ■lation to r ■ Sulat, eoaial work■ r ■ 
who •r• 1n1■11d in the pr1v1t1-rorRprofit, independent pract!ct 
or cliniaal 100111 work. Currently 35 Stat•• provide ■ om, 
control over cl1n1~•1 ■ ootal work in th■ ir Juri ■ diction throu&h 
r111atration, cartitication, or lio ■ n1ur1 or ■ ocial workar ■ and 9 
Stat ■■ includins California and or11on r ■ 1ulat ■ only the pract1c• 
or ol1n1oa1 ■ oaial work. 

?ht ■ tandard adopted by NASW tor th■ 1nd ■ p1nd1nt praotict ot 
a1inioal 100111 work inoludta a ma■ t ■ r' a d11r11 in social work 
rrom an aocrodittd pro1ram and two y■ ar ■ ot 1up1rvi11d 1xp■ ri,noa 
in a clinical 11ttin1, Clinical 11ttin11 include but art not 
11 mi ted to m■ nta1 htal th cli ni a ■, ho ■ pi tali, and coun11l 1 ng 
c ■ nt1r1. Only oliniaal 1acial worker ■ art qua11r11d to dia1no11 
and treat mental 111n••• and 1mot1onal di ■ ordtra ut1liz1nl 
~•~cho■ ocia1 method■ and p1yohoth1rap■ utio technique ■. Clinical 
100111 worker ■ d■ livtr over 501 of mental health ■■ rviot ■ on th• 
national and 1tat1wi~• l ■ v■ l, Clinical ■ oaial worker ■ art th■ 
onlf unlic ■ n■■ d mental health prot,11ional1 currently p1rmitt ■ d 
by Stat ■ 1tatut1 to ,valuate oliant ■ tor commitm■ nt in mental 
health proc11din1■• 

Tb• majority or ■ oaial work~r• r.n1■ 1 ■ d in privat ■ praotic1 
throu1hout th■ State ar~ 011n101l ■ ooial work■ r■, Thar, ar• 
11v■ ral ma■ t ■ r ■ l•v•1 and ■ om■ bachelor■ level ■ ooial work1r1 
1n1a11d in prviat, practio ■ a ■ con■ ultant ■ but it would bt 
difficult to r11ulat1 thi ■ 1roup b1cau11 th■ y dQ not po11111 a 
■ tandard body or knowl1d11 in compari ■ on to olinical ■ ooial 
work■ r■. Con■ um•~• ot alinioal 100111 work ■ 1rvic11 b¥ privat ■ 
praatition1r1 are tho■ a oon1um1r1 mo■ t at ri ■ k or r1ceivin1 
■■ rvice ■ rrom unqu■liti ■ d or un1th1aal praotition1r1. 

NASW beli1voa that 11oonoinl or all ■ oaia1 worker■ i ■ b ■ n■ ticial 
to the pu~lic but licen1in1 or privat ■ pr ■ctition■ r ■ i ■ 
ab1olut ■ l~ n10111ary to protect aon1um1r1. Cli ■ nt ■ or a11noi11 
can tile complaint ■ with th■ worker•• 1up■ rvi ■ or. director. or 
10v•rn1n, board, but ali1nt1 or priv■ t ■ ~raotition■ r ■ hav■ no 
■ uoh r■cour••• Rao ■ntlr there have been ■■viral r1port• 
indicatinl that complaint ■ a1a1n1t 100111 work■ r ■ acou11d or 
11xua11v abu1in1 011,nt ■ ha ■ ■ harply inoreaa ■ d. The Al11ka 
Chapt ■r ot HASH 11 currently 1n th• pro01 ■ 1 or handlinl a 
aomplaint or thi ■ nature 1111n1t one ot our momb1r1. B ■ oau■■ 
NASH oan only handl~ complaint ■ a1a1n1t mamb ■ r■• the only 
■ anot1on •• oan 1mpo11 i ■ to revoke member■ hip, 

0 
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We e s t i m a t e  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 0 - 5 0  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  a r e  
en cag ed  i n  t h a  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i o e  o f  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  on  a 
p a r t - t i m e  o r  f u l l - t i m e  b a s i s  i n  A l a s k a  and an a d d i t i o n a l  5 0 - 6 0  
c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  emp l o y ed  by a g e n c i e s ,  c l i n i c s ,  and 
h o s p i t a l s  w i l l  meet  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  L i c e n s i n g  o f  c l i n i c a l  
s o o i a l  w o r k e r s  w i l l  e n a b l e  p r i v a t e  p r a o t i t i o n e r s  t o  c o l l e c t  
t h i r d - p a r t y  p aymen t s  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  m e n t a l  and e m o t i o n a l  
d i s o r d e r s .  L i o e n s i n g  o f  c l i n i c a l  s o o i a l  w o r k e r s  w i l l  e x pand  
t r e a t m e n t  o p t i o n s  f o r  many A l a s k a n s  b e c a u s a  c l i n i c a l  s o o i a l  
w o r k e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  c h a r g e  l e s s ’ f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s ,  and b e o a u s e  
c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  r e s i d e  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  t h a n  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  o r  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  Xn a d d i t i o n ,  
many c l i n i c a l  s o o i a l  w o r k e r s  h ave  d e v e l o p e d  e x p e r t i n e  i n  a r e a s  
auch  as t r e a t i n g  v i o t i m s  o f  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  and s e x u a l  a b u s e ,  
b u t  have had d i f f i c u l t y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e  a s  c om p e t e n t  
w i t n e s s e s  i n  c o u r t r o o m  s e t t i n g s  b e o a u s e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  a r e  n o t  
l l o e n s e d .

S u W i f r f f l  Ip u ; S c h n * ,/\c s l O
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We 11timat1 that 1pproximat1l1 ~O-50 clinical ■ ocial w0rk1r1 are 
1n1a11d in th• private practice ot clinical ■ ocial work on a 

~part-time or tull-timo ba1i1 1n Ala■ ka and an additi~nal 50-80 
cI•inical ■ ocial VOl'lelr ■ ■mplo1td by a11nci11, clinic ■, and 
ho ■ pitala will m11t th• qualification■. Lic ■ n■ inl or clinical 
■ ocial workel' ■ •111 1nabl1 private praotition1r1 to collect 
third-part1 payment ■ ror tr1atm1nt ot m•n~al and emotional 
di1ord1r1. t101n1in1 or clinical social worker ■ will expand 
treatment ~ption■ tor many Ala1kan1 b1cau11 clin1oa1 ■ ooial 
work~r• tr•quentl~ ahar11 1•••· ror their 11rvic11, and beoau11 
clinical ■ ocial worker ■ al'I mor• likely to r11id1 in rural •rea■ 
or tha !tat, than p1ychiatri1t1 or p1ycholo1iat1. In addition, 
many clinical :octal worker■ hav1 d1v11op1d 1xp1rt1n1 in ar1aa 
1uch 11 tr1atina viotim■ ot dom11tic viol1nc1 and 11xua1 abu11, 
but have had dittiaulty O1tabli1hin1 their 1xp1rti11 a ■ comp1t1nt 
witn••••• in aoul'troom 11tt1n11 b1oau11 ■ ooial worker ■ are not 
lia ■ n11cl. 

f'r\CJ..r~ho... Sc.hn.e·,Jev-, M~w, P-t.c.sw 
l::.'t.e~c..t.ih,e. ~i'f"t~ 

~lo..\k'-~ C.~«ftf, NP6W 
3) ~2., g-8' 
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T H E  F A M I L Y  T H E R A P Y  C E N T E R
Tudor Professional Building 

4325 Laurel Strsat 
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BY THE LABOR AND
IN THE HOUSE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 526 (L&C)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

"An Act relating to the practice of clinical social

work and exempting certain persons frcm licensure as

clinical social workers; and providing for an effec­

tive date."

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to protect the public

12 by

13 (1) setting standards for the education, training, and experi-

14 ence for persons practicing clinical social work; and

15 (2) promoting high standards of professional performance by

16 those persons licensed to practice clinical social work.

17 * Sec. 2. AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 95. CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK.

ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS.

Sec. 08.95.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. (a) 

There is created the Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners composed 

of five members. Four members must be persons licensed under this 

chapter, including at least one person who is not an employee of a 

federal, state, or local government or of a p r i v ^ e  nonprofit organi­

zation that is exempt from federal income tax. One member must be a 

public member.

(b) Members of the board shall elect a member of the board as 

chair. The chair serves for a term of one year.

Sec. 08.95.020. BOARD MEETINGS. The board shall hold at least

HB0526B -1- CSHB 5 2 6 (L&C)
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 526 (L&C) 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL 

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of cH.nical social 
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work and exempting certain persons fr~m licensure as 

clinical social workers; and providing for an effec-

9 tive date." 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

11 * Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to protect the public 

12 ~y 

13 (1) setting standards for the education, training, and experi-

14 ence for persons practicing clinical social work; and 

15 (2) promoting high standards of professional performance by 

16 those persons licensed to practice clinical social work. 

17 * Sec. 2. AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapt~r to read: 

18 

19 

20 

CHAPTER 95. CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK. 

ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK EXAMINERS. 

Sec. 08.95.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. (a) 

21 There is created the Board of Clinical Social Work examiners composed 

22 of five members. Four members must be persons licensed under this 

23 chapter, including at least one person who is not an employee of a 

24 federal, state, or local government or of a priv~~e nonprofit organi-

25 zation that is exempt from feder~l income tax. One member must be a 

26 public member. 

27 (b) Members of the board shall elect a member of the board as 

28 chair. The chair serves for a term of one year. 

29 Sec. 08.95.020. BOARD MEETINGS. The board shall hold at least 

HB0526B -1- CSHB 526(L&C) 



one meeting each year. The board may hold additional meetings at the

call of the chair or of a majority of the board members.

Sec. 08.95.030. DUTIES. The board shall

(1) issue licenses to qualified applicants;

(2) submit an annual report of its proceedings to the 

department;

(3) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions on a 

person who violates this chapter or the regulations or orders of the 

board;

(4) adopt regulations requiring that continuing education 

requirements be satisfied before a license is renewed;

(5) adopt regulations necessary to carry out the purpose of 

this chapter.

Sec. 08.95.040. CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENT. (a) The 

board shall adopt continuing education requirements for persons li­

censed under this chapter. Continuing education requirements must

include a minimum of 45 hours per biennium of education or training 

with a minimum of six hours in substance abuse and six hours in

cross-cultural education emphasizing Alaskan Natives.

(b) The board shall appoint three persons licensed under this 

chapter to serve as a continuing education committee. The committee 

shall advise the board on matters related to continuing education for 

clinical social workers. One person appointed to the committee must 

be familiar with social problems in the rural areas of the state.

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING.

Sec. 08.95.100. LICENSE REQUIRED. (a) A person who practices 

clinical social work without obtaining a license issued by the board 

and without qualifying for an exemption from this chapter is guilty of 

a class B misdemeanor.
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(b) A person who is not licensed as a clinical social worker, or 

whose license is suspended or revoked, or whose license has lapsed, 

who uses in connection with the person's name the words or letters 

"L.C.S.W.," "Licensed Clinical Social Worker," or other letters, 

words, or insignia indicating or implying that the person is a li­

censed clinical social worker, or who in any way, orally, or in writ­

ing, directly or by implication, holds out as a licensed clinical 

social worker is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.

(c) A person not licensed under this chapter may use the title 

of "social worker.”

Sec. 08.95.110. LICENSE TO PRACTICE CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK. The 

board shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a 

person who

(1) has received a master's degree or a doctoral degree in 

social work from a college or university accredited by the Council on 

Social Work Education;

(2) has completed, within the 10 years before application 

for licensure and under the supervision of a licensed clinical social 

worker, licensed psychologist, licensed psychiatrist, or, with ap­

proval of the board, a clinical social worker who is exempt from this 

chapter under AS 08.95.910, either (A) a minimum of two years of 

continuous full-time employment in postgraduate clinical social work; 

or (B) a minimum of 3,000 hours of less than full-time employment in a 

period of not less than two years in postgraduate clinical social 

work; at least 100 hours of supervision required under this paragraph 

shall be conducted by a qualified person approved by the board;

(3) is in good professional standing and is fit to practice 

social work as determined by the board;

(4) has provided three professional references to the
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(b) A person who is not licensed as a clinical social worker, or 
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"L.C.S.W.," "Licensed Clinical Social Worker," or other letters, 

words, or insignia indicating or implying that the person is a li­

censed clinical social worker, or who in any way, orally, or in writ­

ing, directly or by implication, holds out as a licensed clinical 

social worker is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. 

(c) A person not licensed under this chapter ~ay use the title 

of "social worker." 

Sec. 08.95.110. LICENSE TO PRACTICE CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK. The 

board shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a 

person who 

(1) has received a master's degree or a doctoral degree in 

social work from a college or university accredited by the Council on 

Social Work Education; 

(2) has completed, within the 10 years before application 

for licensure and under the supervision of a licensed clinical social 

worker, licensed psychologist, licensed psychiatrist, or, with ap­

proval of the board, a clinical social worker who is exempt from this 

chapter under AS 08.95.910, either (A) a minimum of two years of 

continuous full-time employment in postgraduate clinical social work; 

or (B) a minimum of 3,000 hours of less than full-time em~loyment in a 

period of not less than two years in postgraduate clinical social 

work; at least 100 hours of supervision required under this paragraph 

shall be conducted by a qualified person approved by the board; 

(3) is in good professional standing and is fit to practice 

social work as determined by the board; 

(4) has provided three professional references to the 
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board;

(5) has satisfactorily completed the examination given by 

the board; and

(6) has paid required fees.

Sec. 08.95.120. LICENSING BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall issue 

a license to practice clinical social work without examination if the 

applicant

work in another jurisdiction that at the time of original issuance of 

the license had requirements for licensure equal to or more stringent 

than those of this state;

plinary action before a regulatory authority or a professional social 

work association;

(3) has not failed the examination for a license to prac­

tice clinical social work in this state;

(4) has not had a license to practice clinical social work 

revoked or suspended in this state or another jurisdiction;

(5) has submitted proof of continued competency satis­

factory to the board; and

(6) has paid required fees.

Sec. 08.95.130. DISPLAY OF LICENSE. A person licensed under 

this chapter shall display the license in a conspicuous place where 

the licensee practices.

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.95.900. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATION. (a) A li­

censed clinical social worker may not reveal to another person a 

communication made to the licensee by a client about a matter concern­

ing which the client has employed the licensee in a professional

(1) holds a current license to practice clinical social

(2) is not the subject of an unresolved complaint or disci-
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capacity. This section does not apply to a case conference with other 

clinical social workers or with psychologists, psychological associ­

ates, physicians, or surgeons, or in the case in which the client in 

writing authorized the licensee to reveal a communication.

(b) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, a licensed clinical 

social worker shall report incidents of child abuse or neglect as 

required by AS 47.17.020.

Sec. 08.95.910. EXEMPTIONS. This chapter does not apply to a

person who

(1) practices clinical social work as an employee of a 

federal, state, or local government or of a private nonprofit orga­

nization that is exempt from federal income tax; or

(2) is a qualified member of a recognized profession, other 

than clinical social work, and does not represent to the public by 

title or description of service as practicing clinical social work.

Sec. 08.95.990. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) "board" means the Board of Clinical Social Work Ex­

aminers ;

(2) "clinical social work" means a service in which a 

special knowledge of social resources, human capabilities, and the 

part that unconscious motivation plays in determining behavior is

directed, through the application of social work principles and meth­

ods, at helping individuals to achieve more adequate, satisfying, and 

productive social adjustments;

(3) "clinical social worker" means a person who practices 

clinical social work;

(4) "department" means the Department of Commerce and 

Economic Development;

(5) "social work principles and methods" include counseling
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and using techniques of applied psychotherapy of a nonmedical nature 

to assist in the diagnosis and treatment of mental and emotional 

conditions of individuals, families, and groups; providing information 

and referral services; providing or arranging for the provision of 

social services; explaining and interpreting the psychosocial aspects 

in the situations of individuals, families, or groups; helping commu­

nities to organize, provide, or improve social and health services; 

and doing research related to social work.

* Sec. 3., AS 08.01.010 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(28) Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners (AS 08.95.010).

* Sec. 4. AS 08.02.010(a) is amended to read:

(a) An audiologist licensed under AS 08.11, a person licensed in 

the state as a chiropractor under AS 08.20, a dentist under AS 08.36, 

a medical practitioner or osteopath under AS 08.64, a registered nurse 

under AS 08.68, an optometrist under AS 08.72, a registered pharmacist 

under AS 08.80, a registered physical therapist or occupational thera­

pist under AS 08.84, [OR] a psychologist under AS 08.86, or a clinical 

social worker licensed under AS 08.95, shall use as professional 

identification appropriate letters or a title after that person's name 

which represents that person's specific field of practice. The let­

ters or title shall appear on all signs, stationery, or other ad­

vertising in which the person offers or displays personal professional 

services to the public. In addition, a person engaged in the practice 

of medicine or osteopathy under AS 08.64.380(2) or a person engaged in 

any manner in the healing arts who diagnoses, treats, tests, or coun­

sels other persons in relation to human health or disease and uses the 

letters "M.D." or the title "doctor" or "physician" or another title 

that tends to show that the person is willing or qualified to diag­

nose, treat, test, or counsel another person, shall clarify the
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1 letters or title by adding the appropriate specialist designation, if

2 any, such as "dermatologist", "radiologist", "audiologist", "naturo-

3 path", or the like.

4 * Sec. 5. AS 08.03.010(c) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

5 (21) Board of Clinical Social Work Examiners (AS 08.95.010)

6 -- June 30, 1992.

7 * Sec. 6. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS TO THE BCARD OF CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK

8 EXAMINERS. Notwithstanding AS 08.95.010, as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act,

9 a person is eligible for an initial appointment as a professional member of

10 the Board of Social Work Examiners, if the person

11 (1) has received a master's degree or a doctoral degree in

12 social work from a college or university accredited by the Council on

13 Social Work Education;

14 (2) has completed, within the preceding 10 years, either

15 (A) a minimum of two years of continuous full-time employ-

16 ment in postgraduate clinical social work; or

17 (B) a minimum of 3,000 hours of less than full-time employ-

18 ment in postgraduate clinical social work in a period of not less than

19 two years;

20 (3) is in good professional standing; and

21 (4) has practiced clinical social work in this state within the

22 year preceding appointment.

23 * Sec. 7. TRANSITIONAL LICENSURE. (a) Notwithstanding AS 08.95.110,

24 as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, the Board of Clinical Social Work Ex-

25 aminers shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a person

26 who

27 (1) applies for a license before July 1, 1989; and

28 (2) satisfies the requirements of AS 08.95.110(1) - (4) and (6).

29 (b) Notwithstanding AS 08.95.110(2) as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act,
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aminers shall issue a license to practice cl~nical social work to a person 

26 who 

27 

28 

(1) applies for a license before July 1, 1989; and 

(2) satisfies the requirements of AS 08.95.110(1) - (4) and (6). 

29 (b) Notwithstanding AS 08.95.110(2) as enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, 

HB0526B -7- CSHB 526(L&C) 



the board shall issue a license to practice clinical social work to a 

person who applies for licensure under this section without regard to 

whether the supervising clinical social worker is licensed in this state.

* Sec. 8. This Act takes effect July 1, 1988.
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1 IN THE HOUSE BY POURCHOT AND PHILLIPS

2 HOUSE BILL NO. 526

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of social work and

7 establishing the Board of Social Worker Examiners;

8 and providing for an effective date."

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to assure the public

11 that persons providing services under the title "social worker" have com-

12 pleted professional social work education or training, adhere to a code of

13 professional ethics, and are subject to licensing by the Board of Social

14 Worker Examiners.

15 * Sec. 2 . AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

16 CHAPTER 9 0 . SOCIAL WORKERS.

17 ARTICLE 1 . BOARD OF SOCIAL WORKER EXAMINERS.

18 Sec. 0 8 .9 0 .0 1 0 .  CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD. There is

19 created a Board of Social Worker Examiners consisting of five members,

20 including three licensed master social workers, one of whom is li-

21 censed as an independent social worker, one licensed bachelor social

22 worker, and one public member. To the extent possible members shall

23 be appointed from different geographic regions of the state.

24 Sec. 0 8 .9 0 .0 2 0 .  ELECTION OF OFFICERS. The board shall elect

25 officers from among its members. Officers serve for a term not ex-

26 ceeding two years.

27 Sec. 0 8 .9 0 .0 3 0 .  DUTIES OF THE BOARD. The board shall

28 ( 1 )  provide for the examination of eligible applicants for

29 licenses under this chapter;
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BY POURCHOT AND PHILLIPS 

HOUSE BILL NO. 526 
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL 

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of social work and 

7 establishing the Board of Social Worker Examiners; 

8 and providing for an effective date." 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

10 * Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to assure the public 

11 that persons providing services under the title "social worker" have com-

12 pleted professional social work education or training, adhere to a code of 

13 professional ethics, and are subject to licensing by the Board of Social 

14 Worker Examiners. 

15 * Sec. 2. AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapter to read: 

16 

17 

18 

CHAPTER 90. SOCIAL WORKERS. 

ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF SOCIAL WORKER EXAMINERS. 

Sec. 08.90.010. CREATION AND M~MBERSHIP OF BO~RD. There is 

19 created a Board of Social Worker Examiners consisting of five members, 

20 including three licensed master social workers, one of whom is li-

21 censed as an independent social worker, one licensed bachelor social 

22 worker, and one public membe~. To the extent possible members shall 

23 be appointed from different geographic regions of the state. 

24 Sec. 08.90.020. ELECTION OF OFFICERS. The board shall elect 

25 officers from among its members. Officers serve for a term not ex-

26 ceeding two years. 

Sec. 08.90.030. DUTIES OF THE BOARD. The board shall 27 

28 (1) provide for the examination of eligible applicants for 

29 licenses under this chapter; 
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(2) submit an annual report of its proceedings to the 

governor, including recommended changes to this chapter;

(3) adopt nationally recognized specialty designations for 

the private practice of social work and authorize speciality desig­

nations on licenses issued under this chapter;

(4) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions against 

a person who violates this chapter, an order of the board, or a regu­

lation of the board;

(5) adopt regulations relating to requirements for the 

supervision of persons engaged in social work under this chapter who 

are not licensed master social workers, including qualificat:ions for 

supervisors;

(6) adopt regulations requiring proof of continued compe­

tency before a license is renewed;

(7) adopt regulations to carry out the purposes of this

chapter.

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING OF SOCIAL WORKERS.

Sec. 08.90.050. LICENSING OF SOCIAL WORKERS. (a) A person is 

eligible for a license as a bachelor social worker (LBSW) if the 

person

(1) is in good professional standing and is fit to practice 

social work as determined under regulations of the board;

(2) has satisfactorily completed the state examination for 

the license;

(3) provides three professional references to the board;

(4) has

(A) a bachelors degree in social work from a school 

with a social work program accredited by the Council on Social 

Work Education or a bachelors degree in a behavioral sciences

@
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13 (6) adopt regulations requiring proof of continued compe-

14 tency before a license is renewed; 

15 (7) adopt regulations to carry out the purposes of this 

16 chapter. 

ARTICLE 2. LICF.NSING CF SOCIAL WORKERS. 17 

18 

19 

Sec. 08.90.050. LICENSING OF SOCIAL WORKERS. (a) 

eligible for a license as a bachelor social worker 

20 person 

A person 

(LBSW) if 

is 

the 

21 (1) is in good professional standing and is fit to practice 

22 social work as determined under regulations of the board; 

23 (2) has satisfactorily completed the state examination for 

24 the license; 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 
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(3) provides three professional references to the board; 

(4) has 

(A) a bachelors degree in social work from a school 

with a social work program accredited by the Council on Social 

Work Education or a bach~lors degree in a behavioral sciences 
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e

1 field related to social work; or

2 (B) satisfactorily completed the provisional social

3 worker program under AS 08.90.060.

4 (b) A person is eligible for a license as a master social worker

5 (LMSW) if the person meets the requirements of (a)(1) - (3) of this

6 section and has a masters degree in social work from a school with a

7 social work program accredited by the Council on Social Work Educa-

8 tion.

9 (c) A person is eligible for a license as an independent social

10 worker (LISW) if the person meets the requirements of (a)(1) - (3) of

11 this section, has a masters degree in social work from a school with a

12 social work program accredited by the Council on Social Work Educa-

13 tion, and has completed at least 24 months of supervised post-graduate

'UF 14 experience approved by the board in the specialty in which the person

15 intends to engage as a private practitioner.

16 Sec. 08.90.060. LICENSING OF PROVISIONAL SOCIAL WORKERS. (a)

17 The board shall license provisional social workers and establish a

18 program for training and education of provisional social workers. The

19 requirements of the program must include at least three years of

20 supervised practice consisting of at least 35 hours each week for 44

21 weeks each year.

22 (b) The board shall issue a provisional social worker license to

23 a person who

24 (1) applies on a form provided by the department;

25 (2) is a resident of the state; and

26 (3) submits evidence satisfactory to the board

27 (A) that the applicant has or will have regular or

28 full-time employment in the practice of social work under the

29 personal supervision of a licensed master social worker; and
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(3) submits evidence satisfactory to the board 

(A) that the applicant has or will have regular or 

full-time employment in the practice of social work under the 

personal supervision of a licensed master social worker; and 
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(B) from a social worker who has been licensed in this

state for at least two years as a master social worker, that the

applicant is or will be employed as a provisional social worker 

and that the social worker will act as supervisor for the appli­

cant and will instruct the applicant in the practice of social 

work.

(c) The board may refuse to license an applicant for a provi­

sional social workers license who fails to satisfy the board of the 

validity of a statement in the application. The board may revoke a 

provisional social worker license if the licensee has not completed 

the program within six years after initial issuance of the license.

(d) The supervisor shall personally supervise the work of the 

provisional social worker and administer written examinations on a 

schedule and on subjects established by the board. The supervisor 

shall submit as the board may require,

(1) reports concerning the course work studied and the

results of examinations; and

(2) the completed examinations taken by the provisional 

social worker.

(e) A person may not serve as supervisor of a provisional social 

worker if the person is the subject of a disciplinary proceeding under 

this chapter or if the person has been disciplined under this chapter 

or under similar provisions of another licensing jurisdiction.

(f) A licensed provisional social worker may request permission 

to change supervisors by submitting a new application for licensure.

Sec. 08.90.070. SCOPE OF PRACTICE. (a) A person licensed as a 

provisional, bachelor, master, or independent social worker may 

provide services that enhance, protect, or restore a person's capacity 

for social functioning whether impaired by physical, environmental, or
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13 provisional social worker and administer written examinations on a 

14 schedule and on subjects established by the board. The supervisor 
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16 (1) reports concerning the course work studjed and the 

17 results of examinations; and 

18 (2) the completed examinations taken by the provisional 

19 social worker. 

20 (e) A person may not serve as supervisor of a provisional social 

21 worker if the person is the subject of a disciplinary proceeding under 

22 this chapter or if the person has been disciplined under this chapter 

23 or under similar provisions of another licensing jurisdiction. 

24 (J:) A licensed provisional social worker may request permission 

25 to change supervisors by submitting a new application for licensure, 

26 Sec. 08.90.070. SCOPE OF PRACTICE. (a) A person licensed as a 

27 provisional, bachelor, master, or independent social worker may 

28 provide services that enhan~e, protect, or restore a person's capacity 

29 for social functioning whether impaired by physical, environmental, or 
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person's activities constitute a part of the person's supervised 

course of study.

Sec. 08.90.110. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATIONS. A  social 

worker licensed under this chapter may not disclose information p ro­

vided to the social worker by a client in the course of their profes­

sional contact. This prohibition does not apply if the

(1) client provides written consent to the social worker to 

reveal the communication;

(2) client is incompetent and the guardian or personal 

representative provides written consent to the social worker to reveal 

the communication;

(3) client is dead and a beneficiary of an insurance policy 

on the client's life provides written consent to the social worker to 

reveal the communication;

(4) communication discloses that a crime has been committed 

or reveals an intent to commit a crime;

(5) client is a minor, the communication discloses that the

client was the victim of a crime or harmful act, and the social worker

reveals the communication only during the course of an official exam­

ination, trial, or other proceeding in which the commission of the 

crime or harmful act is a subject of inquiry;

(6) client brings charges against the social worker and the

social worker reveals the communication only as necessary to defend

the charges;

(7) information is revealed as part of the discovery of 

evidence related to a court proceeding or introduced in evidence in a 

court proceeding;

(8) social worker is collaborating or consulting with 

professional colleagues or an administrative superior on behalf of the
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1 client;

2 (9) communication discloses information that the social

3 worker is required by state or federal laws or regulations to dis-

4 close.

5 Sec. 08.90.120. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANC-

6 TIONS. After a hearing, the board may impose a disciplinary sanction

7 on a person licensed under this chapter when the board finds that the

8 licensee

9 (1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional

10 misrepresentation;

11 (2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresenta-

12 tion in the course of providing professional services or engaging in

13 professional activities;

14 (3) advertised professional services in a false or mislead-

15 ing manner;

16 (4) has been convicted of a crime that has a substantial

17 relationship to the licensee's activities and services or that affects

18 the licensee's ability to continue to practice competently and safely;

19 (5) intentionally or negligently engaged in or permitted

20 the performance of social work by persons under the licensee's super-

21 vision that does not conform to minimum professional stsndards regard-

22 less of whether artual injury occurred;

23 (6) failed to comply with this chapter, with a regulation

24 adopted under this chapter, or with an order of the board;

25 (7) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to

26 (A) professional incompetence;

27 (B) addiction or dependence on alcohol or other drugs

28 that may endanger the public by impairing the licensee's ability

29 to practice;
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1 (C) physical or mental disability;

2 (8) engaged in lewd conduct in connection with the delivery

3 of professional service;

4 (9) has been held liable for malpractice in a civil action;

5 (10) has had a license revoked in another jurisdiction.

6 Sec. 08.90.130. CRIMINAL PENALTY. A person who violates AS 08.-

7 90.100 or 08.90.110 of this chapter is guilty of a class B misdemean-

8 or.

9 Sec. 08.90.140. INJUNCTIVE RELIEF. The board may apply to the

10 superior court for an order enjoining a person subject to this chapter

11 or whose license is suspended, revoked, or expired from violating this

12 chapter.

13 Sec. 08.90.150. EXEMPTIONS. (a) Employees of a regional or

14 village nonprofit corporation organized under 43 U.S.C. 1601 - 1628

15 (Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act) are exempt from this chapter.

16 (b) A person who uses a title other than a title included in

17 AS 08.90.100 is exempt from this chapter.

18 Sec. 08.90.190. DEFINITION. In this chapter "board" means the

19 Board of Social Worker Examiners.

20 * Sec. 3. AS 08.01.010 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

21 (28) Board of Social Worker Examiners (AS 08.90.010).

22 * Sec. 4. AS 08.03.010(c) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

23 (21) Board of Social Worker Examiners (AS 08.90.010) --

24 June 30, 1992.

25 * Sec. 5. Within 60 days after the effective date of this Act the

26 governor shall appoint initial members to the Board of Socia1 Worker Exam-

27 iners. Notwithstanding AS 08.90.010 as enacted in sec. 2 of this Act,

28 initial members shall consist of three persons who have a masters degree in

29 social work from a school with a social work program accredited by the
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Council on Social Work Education, at least one of whom is engaged in the 

private practice of social work, one person with a bachelors degree in 

social work from a school with a social work program accredited by the 

Council on Social Work Education, and one public member.

* Sec. 6. (a) Notwithstanding AS 08.90.050(a) as enacted in sec. 2 of

'his Act, a person may apply for and receive a license as a bachelor social 

worker if the person

(1) holds a degree in social work from a school with a social 

work program that is not accredited by the Council on Social Work Education 

or a bachelors or masters degree in a social sciences field related to 

social work as defined by the board, and has been practicing under the 

title "social worker"

(A) for at least 24 consecutive months before July 1, 1990;

or

(B) before July 1, 1990, and is employed on the date of 

application for a license in the administration of an agency that has 

employees who use the citle "social worker";

(2) meets the requirements of AS 08.90.050(a)(1), (3), and (4);

or

(3) has been practicing social work under the supervision of a 

person eligible to be licensed under this Act for at least two years.

(b) A person who does not meet the requirement under AS 08.90.- 

050(a)(2) but otherwise meets the requirements of AS 08.90.050(b) may apply 

for and receive a license as a master social worker.

(c) A person who does not meet the requirements under AS 08.90.- 

050(a)(2) but otherwise meets the requirements of AS 08.90.050(c) may apply 

for and receive a license as an independent social worker.

(d) An application for a license under this section must be filed 

before July 1, 1990.
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1 * Sec. 7. Notwithstanding AS 08.90.100 as enacted by sec. 2 of this

2 Act, a person practicing social work on July 1, 1988, may use a title and

3 letters as part of the title that indicate that the person is a social

4 worker until June 30, 1990, even if the person is not licensed under

5 AS 08.90.050 or 08.90.080 as enacted by this Act.

6 * Sec. 8. This Act takes effect July 1, 1988.
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