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FISCAL NOTE ATTACHMENT 
(Rep lace Pa rks  Highway Signs w ith  M i t c h e l l  Expressway Signs)

ANALYSIS:
The name change o f  t h i s  sec t ion  o f  highway f rom Parks  Highway t o  M i t c h e l l  
Expressway w i l l  r e q u i r e  r ep la c ing  the o l d  s igns w i th  271 square f e e t  o f  
new s igns .  The c on t r a c t  p r i c e  f o r  the new s igns w i l l  range between $40 
t o  $50 p e r  square f o o t ,  p lac ing  the  c o s t  o f  the  change between $8 ,688 
t o  $10 ,8 8 0 .
I t  may be necessa ry  t o  r ep la ce  some o f  the  support s t r u c tu r e s ,  as the  
new s igns  a r e  l a r g e r  than the  o l d ,  due t o  the  inc rease  i n  th e  number o f  
l e t t e r s  i n  the  legend.
S e v e r a l  o f  the  gigns a r e  l o ca ted  on s ig n a l  mast arms and the  increased 
s i z e  o f  th e  s ign w i l l  n ece ss i t a te  checking the  s t r u c t u r a l  adequacy o f  
th e  s ig n a l  p o le s  and mast arms w ith  new s igns .  I f  the  s ig n a l  p o le s  a re  
n o t  adequate f o r  the  new s ign  legend, i t  may become necessa ry  t o  
decrease th e  s i z e  o f  th e  legend below what, i s  cons idered acceptab le  i n  
th e  F ede ra l  Manual on Uni form T r a f f i c  Con t ro l  Devices .

• 

FISCAL NOTE A'ITAO!MENI' 

(Replace Parks Highway Signs with Mitchell Expressway Signs) 

ANALYSIS: 

The name change of this section of highway f:ran Parks Highway to Mitchell 
Expressway will require replacing the old signs with 271 square feet of 
new signs. The oontract price for the new signs will range retween $40 
to $50 per square foot, placing the cost of the change retween $8,688 
to $10,880. 

It may be necessary to replace SOitE of the support structures, as the 
new signs are larger than the old, due to the increase in the m.unber of 
letters in the legend. 

Several of the ~igns are located on signal mast arms and the increased 
size of the sigri will necessitate checking the structural adequacy of 
the signal P?les and mast arms with new signs. If the signal p:>les are 
not adequate .for the new sign legend, it may oecorne necessary to 
decrease the si~e of the legend belm~ what. is ~nsidered acceptable in 
the Federal Manual on Uniform 'l'raffic control Devices. 

Page 2 of 2 



I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 8/88
Referred: T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

5-1831A

1 IN T H E  H O U S E B Y  T H E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 437

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE S T ATE O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F or a n  A ct entitled: "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to n a m i n g  the R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l

10 a l i f e - l o n g  r e s i d e n t  of the interior, b o r n  o n  N o v e m b e r  2, 1918. R o b e r t  J.

11 M i t c h e l l  w a s  an e m p l o y e e  of the A l a s k a  R o a d  C o m m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  e a r l y  a d ult-

12 h o o d  and w a s  a f o u n d e r  of M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  a nd T r a ctor, an  e a r l y  I n t e r i o r

13 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  company. R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  wa s  a l s o  o ne of t he f o u n d e r s  of

14 GHEMM, Inc., an i m p o r t a n t  A l a s k a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i r m  and w a s  one of th e  first

15 p e r s o n s  to d e v e l o p  the p o t e n t i a l  of the current s o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l

16 area. T h r o u g h  R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l ' s  efforts, a m a j o r  r a i l  s p u r  f r o m

17 F a i r b a n k s  t h r o u g h  the s o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  to the east s ide of

18 the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  was c o n s t ructed. T h e  n e w  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s

19 E x p r e s s w a y  is r o u t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  to the a r e a  tha t  R o b e r t  J.

20 M i t c h e l l  w a s  so d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  b e f o r e  p a s s i n g  a w a y  o n  F e b r u a r y  23,

21 1980. R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  left b e h i n d  a l e gacy of a s t r o n g  f a m i l y  u n it,

22 f r i e n d s h i p  to all, k n o w l e d g e  of t he v a l u e  of  p o s i t i v e  thought, a n d  un-

23 d a u n t i n g  f a i t h  i n  the f u t u r e  of F a i r b a n k s  a n d  Alaska. T he l e g i s l a t u r e

24 w i s h e s  to r e m e m b e r  R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l’s p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the p e o p l e

25 of the I n t e r i o r  a n d  to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the s o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l

26 area. It is to a c c o m p l i s h  this goa l  that the s e c t i o n  of the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y

27 S y s t e m  fro m  the n e w  A i r p o r t  R o a d  I n t e r c h a n g e  to the R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  is

28 to be n a m e d  the R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  E x p r essway.

29 * Sec. 2. AS 3 5 .40 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

7 E x p r e s s w a y . "

8 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A SKA:

9 *  S e c t i o n  1. FINDINGS. R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  w as a l i f e - l o n g  A l a s k a n  a nd

HB0437A -1- HB  437
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• 

• 

• 

Introduced: 2/8/88 
Referred: Transportation 

5-1831A 

l IN THE HOUSE 

2 

BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

HOUSE BILL NO. 437 

3 

4 

5 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL 

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to naming the Robert J. Mitchell 

7 Expressway." 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

9 * Section 1. FINDINGS. Robert J. Mitchell was a life-long Alaskan and 

10 a life-long resident of the interior, born on November 2, 1918. Robert J. 

11 Mitchell was an employee of the Alaska Road Commission during early adult-

12 hood and was a founder of Mitchell Truck and Tractor, an early Interior 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

transportation company. Robert J. Mitchell was also one of the founders of 

GHEMM, Inc., an important Alaska construction firm and was one of the first 

persons to develop the potential of the current south Fairbanks industrial 

area. Through Robert J. Mitchell's efforts, a major rail spur from 

Fairbanks through the south Fairbanks industrial area to the east side of 

the International Airport was constructed. The new South Fairbanks 

Expressway is routed immediately adjacent to the area that Robert J. 

Micchell was so deeply involved with before passing away on February 23, 

1980. Rotert J. Mitchell left behind a legacy of a strong family unit, 

friendship to all, knowledge of the value of positive thought, and un-

daunting faith in the future of Fairbanks and Alaska. The legislature 

wishes to remember Robert J. Mitchell's positive contribution to the people 

of the Interior and to the development of the south Fairbanks industrial 

area. It is to accomplish this goal that the section of the Alaska Highway 

System from the new Airport Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway is 

to be named the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway. 

* Sec. 2. AS 35.40 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

HB0437A -1- HB 437 
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Sec. 3 5 . 4 0.030. R O B E R T  J. M I T C H E L L  E X P R E S S W A Y .  T he S o u t h  F a i r­

b a n k s  E x p r e s s w a y  b e t w e e n  the P a rks H i g h w a y  a n d  A i r p o r t  R o a d  i n t e r­

ch a n g e  to the R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  is n a m e d  the R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  

Exp r e s s w a y .

HB 437 - 2 - HB0437A

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sec. 35.40.030. ROBERT J. 11ITCHELL EXPRESSWAY. The South Fair-

banks Expressway between the· Parks Highway and Airport 

change to the Richardson Highway is named the Robert 

Expressway. 

Road inter­

J. Mitchell 

HB 437 -2- HB0437A 

-

• 

• 

• 



ROBERT J .  MI TCHELL 
P i o n e e r  M e m o r i a l  S e r v i c e

F i r s t  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C n u r c h  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  
F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 8 0  

1 : 0 0  p . m .

B r o t h e r  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l ,  known t o  h i s  many  f r i e n d s  as

" M i t c h "  was  a l i f e - l o n g  A l a s k a n .  He was  b o r n  i n  F a i r b a n k s  on

No v e mb e r  2 ,  1 9 1 8 ,  t h e  s o n  o f  E l i z a  and  C h a r l e s  M i t c h e l l .  H i s  

m o t h e r ,  E l i z a  H a t c h  M i t c h e l l ,  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l  i n  F a i r b a n k s  a nd  

l a t e r  w o r k e d  i n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  P o s t o f f i c e  f o r  many  y e a r s .  H i s  

f a t h e r ,  C h a r l e s ,  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  W a e t c h e r  B r o t h e r s  a nd  was  a 

membe r  o f  I g l o o  # 4 ,  P i o n e e r s  o f  A l a s k a , R o l l  C a l l  n umbe r  1 5 9 7 .

M i t c h  and h i s  s i s t e r ,  D o r o t h y  H a r d y ,  g r e w  up i n  F a i r b a n k s  and 

a t t e n d e d  l o c a l  s c h o o l s .  On o c c a s i o n s ,  i n  r e m i n i s c i n g  a b o u t  h i s  

s c h o o l  d a y s ,  M i t c h  w o u l d  g r i n  a nd  r e m a r k  " wh a t  a d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  

B e n j  i A d l e r  ha d  w i t h  h i m i n  h e r  E n g l i s h  c l a s s . "  D u r i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  

he p l a y e d  b a s k e t b a l l ,  a game i n  wh i c h  he m a i n t a i n e d  an a c t i v e  

i n t e r e s t  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  

Hi gh  S c h o o l  i n  1 9 3 6 ,  he  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l a y  b a s k e t b a l l  a s  a membe r  

o f  " S t i c k y "  G r i f f i n s  W o l v e r i n e s  i n  a l e a g u e  t h a t  had p l a y e r s  s u c h  

a s  J o h n  B u t r o v i c h ,  J o e  F r a n i c h ,  B i l l  S t r o e c k e r ,  J a c k  W i l b u r  a nd  

t h e  R i n g s t a d  b r o t h e r s .  When q u e r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  h i s  t e a m ,  

h i s  a n s w e r  w a s ,  "We p l a y e d  a l o t  o f  g ames  b u t  J o h n n y  B u t r o v i c h ' s  
t e am a l w a y s  s e emed  t o  come o u t  a h e a d . "

L i k e  many  o t h e r  l o c a l  b o y s ,  M i t c h  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  Road

C o m m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  s umme r  v a c a t i o n s  a nd  l a t e r  he was 

e m p l o y e d  f u l l - t i m e  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  h i g h w a y  c amps  i n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  

D i s t r i c t .  He d i d  h i s  j o b  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m  and  was a l w a y s  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  l e a r n i n g  mo r e  a b o u t  h i s  w o r k  f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e d  f e l l o w  w o r k e r s .

ROBERT J. MITCHELL 
Pioneer Memorial Service 

First United Methodist C~urch 
Fairbanks, Alaska 
February 27, 1980 

l :00 p.m. 

Brother Robert J. Mitchell, known to his many friends as 

11 Mitch 11 was a life-long Alaskan. He was born in Fairbanks on 

November 2, 1918, the son of Eliza and Charles Mitchell. His 

mother, Eliza Hatch Mitchell, attended school in Fairbanks and 

later worked in the Fairbanks Postoffice for many years. His 

• father, Charles, was associated with Waetcher Brothers and was a 

member of I g 1 o o # 4 , Pi one er s of Al as k a, Ro l 1 Ca 11 number 1 5 9 7 . 

Mitch and his sister, Dorothy Hardy, grew up in Fairbanks and 

attended local schools. On occasions, in reminiscing about his 

school days, Mitch would grin and remark "what a difficult time 

Benji Adler had with him in her English class. " During high school 

he played basketball, a game in which he maintained an active 

interest throughout his life . After graduating from Fairbanks 

High School in 1936, he continued to play basketball as a member 

of "Sticky". Griffins Wolverines in a league that had players such 

as John Butrovich, Joe Franich, Bill Stioecker, Jack Wilbur and 

the ~ingstad brothers. When queried about the success of his team, 

his answer was, "We played a lot of games but Johnny Butrovich's 

team always seemed to come out ahead." 

Like many other local boys, Mitch worked for the Alaska Road 

Commission during high school summer vacations and later he was 

employed full-time in the various highway camps in the Fairbanks 

District. He did his job with enthusiasm and was always interested 

in learning more about his work from experienced fellow workers. 



The  r e s u l t  was  t h a t  he  d e v e l o p e d  a k n o w l e d g e  o f  h e a v y - d u t y  e q u i p m e n t ,  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  s e r v e  h i m w e l l  i n  t h e  

y e a r s  t o  c ome .  H i s  s e n s e  o f  d e t a i l  a nd  b a l a n c e  a l s o  came i n t o  

f o c u s  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  r o a d  convr : $ i ; i  o n . Ab o u t  1 9 3 7  , B o b ,  

a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a p a y c h e c k ,  d e c i d e d  t h a t  he was b e i n g  u n d e r  p a i d  

f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  He w e n t  t o  F r a n k  Na s h  w i t h  h i s  a n a l y s i s  a nd  F r a n k  

t o o k  h i m t o  t h e  t i m e - k e e p e r  who s h owed  " M i t c h "  t h a t  he  was  c r e d i t e d  

w i t h  a l l  t h e  h o u r s  t h a t  he had w o r k e d .  The o f f s e t t i n g  f e a t u r e  was 

t h a t  " M i t c h "  was a t t e n d i n g  t o o  many  me a l  s i t t i n g s  a nd  t h a t  h i s  

a c c o u n t  was  b e i n g  d e d u c t e d  f o r  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h em.

A f t e r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  Army d u r i n g  W o r l d  Wa r  I I  i n  A l a s k a ,  Canada  

a nd  M o n t a n a ,  he r e t u r n e d  t o  F a i r b a n k s  a nd  h i s  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  " F i g h t i n g  

8 3 r d "  p r o v i d e d  a mu s e me n t  f o r  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s - - b u t  o f t e n  l e f t  t h e  

c o n c l u s i o n s  t o  t h e i r  i m a g i n a t i o n .

•The h a p p i e s t  d a y  o f  M i t c h ' s  l i f e  was  on J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 4 5 ,  when 

he m a r r i e d  Ma r y  Ma u r e e n  L u d v i g s o n ,  a v i v a c i o u s ,  p e t i t e  g i r l  who 

had  come f r o m  B a r r o n ,  W i s c o n s i n ,  t o  wo r k  f o r  M e t c a l f ,  H a m i l t o n  

K a n s a s  C i t y  B r i d g e  Company  a t  L a dd  F i e l d  d u r i n g  W o r l d  Wa r  I I .  Bob  

and  Ma r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i v e  i n  F a i r b a n k s  a nd  w e r e  b l e s s e d  w i t h  t h r e e  

c h i l d r e n ,  G r e g o r y  C h a r l e s  M i t c h e l l ,  J a n e l l e  L o i s  W e a v e r  a nd  J u d i t h  

L o u i s e  J a s p e r s o n ,  a l l ,  who w i t h  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s p o u s e s ,  J a c q u e l y n ,  
Tom and  J i m ,  r e s i d e  i n  F a i r b a n k s .  G r a n d c h i l d r e n  a r e  J o a n n  a nd  

D o u g l a s  W e a v e r ,  P e g g y  J a s p e r s o n ,  R o b e r t a  a nd  G r e g o r y  M i t c h e l l  I I .

A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  F a i r b a n k s ,  M i t c h ,  w i t h  h i s  l i f e - t i m e  f r i e n d  

C l y d e  G e r a g h t y ,  f o r m e d  M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  a nd  T r a c t o r ,  I n c .

The  Company  was  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  p i o n e e r  t r u c k i n g  c o m p a n i e s

h a u l i n g  o v e r  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h wa y  f r o m  V a l d e z .  The  two  p a r t n e r s  

we r e  f o r w a r d  l o o k i n g  a nd  a l w a y s  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  mo r e  e f f i c i e n c y  t h a t  

r e s u l t e d  i n  s u c h  i n n o v a t i v e  e q u i p m e n t  a s  a b o o s t e r  e n g i n e  a n d  d r i v e
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The result was that he developed a knowledge of heavy-duty ~quipment, 

construction and transportation that would serve him well in the 

years to come. His sense of detail and balance also came into 

f o c us w h i 1 e work i n g w i th the road corr.·:' = ~~- i; i on . Abo u t l 9 3 7 , Bob , 

after receiving~ paycheck, decided ttat he was heing under paid 

for the period. He went to Frank Nash with his ~nalysis and Frank 

took him to the time-keeper who showed "Mitch" that he was credited 

witn all the hours that he had worked. The offsetting feature was 

·· that "Mitch" was attending too many meal sittings and that his 

account was being deducted for every one of them. 

After service in the Army during World War II in Alaska, Canada 

and Montana, he returned to Fairbanks and his stories of the "Fighting 

83rd" provided amusement for his associates--but often left th~ 

conclusions to their imagination. 

,The happiest day of Mitch's life was on January 20, 1945, when 

he married Mary Maureen Ludvigson, a vivacious, petite girl who 

had come from Barron, Wisconsin, to work for Metcalf, Hamilton 

Kansas City Bridge Company at Ladd Field during World War II. Bob 

and Mary conti'nued• to live in Fairbanks and were blessed with three 

children, Gre~ory Charles Mitchell, Janelle Lois Weaver and Judith 

Louise Jasperson, all, who with their respective spouses, Jacquelyn, 

Tom and Jim, ~ reside in Fairbanks. Grandchildren are Joann and 

Douglas Weaver, Peggy Jasperson, Roberta and Gregory Mitchell II. 

After returning to Fairbanks, Mitch, with his life-time friend 

Clyde Geraghty, formed Mitchell Truck and Tractor, Inc. 

The Company was one of the early pioneer trucking companies 

hauling over the Richardson Highway from Valdez. The two partners 

were forward looking and always searching for more efficiency that 

resulted in such innovative equipment as a booster engine and drive 
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t r a i n  f o r  h i l l  c l i m b i n g - - a  u n i t  t h a t  was i n s t a l l e d  u n d e r  t h e  f l a t  
bed o f  a 3 0 - f o o t  s e m i - t r a i 1 e r .

I n  1 9 5 2 ,  Bob M i t c h e l l ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  C l y d e  G e r a g h t y ,  C a r l  

H e f l i n g e r ,  C a r l  E r i c k s o n  a nd  H a r v e y  M a r l i n ,  J r . ,  f o r m e d  GHEMM 

Compa n y ,  I n c .  T h i s  c ompan y  s t a r t e d  o u t  i n  e a r t h  w o r k  a nd  e q u i p m e n t  

r e n t a l  a nd  h a s  g r own  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  p e r f o r m i n g  g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t  

w o r k  t h r o u g h o u t  c e n t r a l ,  n o r t h e r n  and w e s t e r n  A l a s k a ,  i n c l u d i n g  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l y e s k a  p i p e l i n e - h i g h w a y  Yu k on  R i v e r  B r i d g e  

- j o i n t l y  w i t h  t h e  M o n s o n - O s b e r g  g r o u p  o f  S e a t t l e ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  Good 

f r i e n d  C o n r a d  F r a n k  j o i n e d  Ghemm Company  i n  1 9 5 9 .

I n  1 9 5 7 ,  Bob f o r m e d  T i p  Top C h e v r o l e t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  

l o n g t i m e  F a i r b a n k s  a s s o c i a t e s  s u c h  a s  Bob G i n t h e r  a nd  C l y d e  G e r a g h t y  

a nd  was  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h i s  c o mp a n y .  He was  a l s o  a p a r t n e r  i n  M e t r o  

Company  a n d  T r i a  Company  and  was  P r e s i d e n t  o f  New S t a t e  L a n d s ,  I n c .

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ' s , GHEMM Compa ny  p e r f o r m e d  s e v e r a l  d i f f i c u l t  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  j o b s  j o i n t l y  w i t h  Guy  a nd  D i c k  R i v e r s  a nd  a l s o  o n e  

f a i r l y  l a r g e  b r i d g e  j o b  a c r o s s  t h e  S u s i t n a  R i . v e r  a t  S u n s h i n e  on 

t h e  P a r k s  H i g hwa y  j o i n t l y  w i t h  t h e  R i v e r s  B r o t h e r s  a nd  B i l l  V e h m i e r  
o f  F a i r b a n k s .

One o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  a n d  T r a c t o r  e m p l o y e e s ,  W i l l i s  

L u n d b e r g ,  i s  s t i l l  w i t h  GHEMM C o . ,  I n c .  Bob  a nd  W i l l i e  a l w a y s  

w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h i c k  a nd  t h i n  t o  make  t h i n g s  come o u t  f o r  
t h e  c o mp a n y .

Bob  M i t c h e l l  was  an e n t h u s i a s t i c  F a i r b a n k s  b o o s t e r  w i t h  an 

o u t g o i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  g a v e  an a i r  o f  w e l c o me  a nd  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  

t h o s e  w i t h  whom he came i n  c o n t a c t .  He was  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  many  b e a u t i f u l  r e s i d e n t a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  a nd  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  o' f  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  a nd  Me t r o  F i e l d  i n c l u d i n g  i t s
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train for hill climbing--a unit that was installed under the flat 

bed of a 30-foot semi-trailer. 

In 1952, Bob Mitchell, together with Clyde Geraghty, Carl 

Heflinger, Carl Erickson and Harvey Marlin, Jr., formed GHEMM 

Company, Inc. This company started out in earth work and equipment 

rental and has grown over the years, performing general contract 

work throughout central, northern and western Alaska, including 

construction of the Alyeska pipeline-highway Yukon River Bridge 

· jointly with the Monson-Osberg group of Seattle, Washington. Good 

friend Conrad Frank joined Ghemm Company in 1959. 

In 1957, Bob formed Tip Top Chevrolet, together with other 

longtime Fairbanks associates such as Bob Ginther and Clyde Geraghty 

and was President of this company. He was also a partner in M~tro 

Company and Tria Company and w~s President of New State Lands, Inc. 

In the early 1960 1 s, GHEMM Company performed several difficult 

construction jobs jointly with Guy and Dick Rivers and also one 

fair,y large bridge job across the Susitna River at Sunshine on 

the Parks Highway jointly with the Rivers Brothers and Bill Vehmier 

of Fairbanks. 

One of the original Mitchell Truck and Tractor employees, Willis 

Lundberg, is still with GHEMM Co., Inc. Bob and Willie always 

worked together through thick and thin to make things come out for 

the company. 

Bob Mitchell was an enthusiastic Fairbanks booster with an 

outgoing personality that gave an air of welcome and confidence to 

those with whom he came in contact. He was instrumental in the 

development of many beautiful residental subdivisions and the 

industrial area df South Fairbanks and Metro Field including its 



a i r p o r t  a nd  t h e  r a i l  s p u r  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t .  M i t c h e l l  

T r u c k  a nd  T r a c t o r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  M i t c h e l l  

S u b d i v i s i o n ,  L e m e t a ,  A u r o r a  a nd  W e s t g a t e .  L a t e r ,  GHEMM Compa n y ,  I n c .  

was  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  New S t a t e  L a n d s  i n  F a i r w e s t  a nd  E d a n e l l a .

" M i t c h "  was e s p e c i a l l y  p r o u d  o f  M e t r o  A i r p o r t  a nd  t h e  R a i l r o a d  

S p u r  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t .  H i s  a s s o c i a t e s  o f t e n  j o k e d  t h a t  

when a t a n k e r  t r a i n  we n t  by o r  a H e r e  o r  o t h e r  l a r g e  a i r p l a n e  

l a n d e d ,  M i t c h  was p r o b a b l y  o u t  t h e r e  s t a n d i n g  a t  a t t e n t i o n  i n  s a l u t e .

D u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  Bob was  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  r a t e d  p i l o t  a nd  w o u l d  

f l y  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  n e e d e d  p a r t s  a nd  e q u i p m e n t  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t s  t o  
h e l p  k e e p  t h e  j o b s  on s c h e d u l e .

M i t c h  was  a l w a y s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  l e a d i n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a nd  f r o m  

h i m many  f o r t u n a t e  y o u n g  men a nd  women l e a r n e d  s k i l l s  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  

o f  e q u i p m e n t  and  mo s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  h a r d  w o r k ,  a p o s i t i v e  

a p p r o a c h  t o  a l l  e n d e a v o r s  and a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l .  The  y o u n g  

p e o p l e  who w o r k e d  f o r  h im we r e  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r  

j o b  c o r r e c t l y  a s  he had  d i r e c t e d  b u t  a l l  t o o  f r e q u e n t l y  when he 

w o u l d - b e  away  f r o m  t h e  s c e n e ,  s ome u n f o r t u n a t e  e v e n t  w o u l d  h a p p e n ,  . 

s u c h  as  a t r a c t o r  g e t t i n g  s t u c k .  Th e y  w o u l d  t r y  w i t h  f e v e r i s h  

d e s p e r a t i o n  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  p r o b l e m  b u t  i n v a r i a b l y  he w o u l d  r e t u r n  

b e f o r e  r e c o v e r y  ha d  b e e n  ma d e ,  w o u l d  q u i c k l y  s u r v e y  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  

t h e n  s i m p l y  c l i m b  on t h e  t r a c t o r  a nd  w a l k  i t  o u t  o r  do  s ome s o r t  

o f  t h i n g  "so a p p a r e n t l y  s i m p l e " t o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  p r o b l e m .  Many o f  

t h e s e  y o u n g  p e o p l e  a r e  h e r e  now and w i l l  be c a r r y i n g  on f o r  t h e .  

g o o d  o f  t h e  c o mmu n i t y  and f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .

Bob was a s p e c i a l  p e r s o n  who was  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a nd  e n e r g e t i c  

i n  a l l  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s .  Mo r e  o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  he  c o u l d  be f o u n d  

on a t r a c t o r  a t  4 : 3 0  -  5 : 0 0  a . m .  c a t c h i n g  up on wo r k  t h a t  n e e d e d '

_,_ 
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airport and the rail spur to the International Airport. Mitchell 

Truck and Tractor participated in the development of Mitchell 

Subdivision, Lemeta, Aurora and Westgate. Later, .GHEMM Company, Inc. 

was involved with New State Lands in Fairwest and Edanella. 

"Mitch" was especially proud of Metro Airport and the Railroad 

Spur to the International Airport. His associates often joked that 

when a tanker train went by or a Herc or other large airplane 

la~ded, Mitch was probably out there standing at attention in salute. 

During these years, Bob was an instrument rated pilot and would 

fly personnel and needed parts and equipment to the projects to 

help keep the jobs on schedule. 

Mitch was always dedicated to leading young people and frqm 

him many fortunate young men and women learned skills in the operation 

of equipment and most of all, the value of hard work, a positive 

approach to all endeavors and attention to detail. The young 

people who worked for him were very concerned about performing their 

job correctly as he had directed but all too frequently when he 

would-be away from the scene, some unfortunate event would happen, 
-- -

such as a tractor getting stuck. They would try with feverish 

desperation to correct the problem but invariably he would return 

before recovery had been made, would quickly survey the problem, 

then simply climb on the tractor and walk it out or .do some sort 

o f th i n g 
11

s o a p pa re n t 1 y s i mp 1 e " to o v e r c o me t h e p r o b l em . Ma n y o f 

these young people are here now and will be carrying on for the. 

good of the community and future generations. 

Bob was a special person who was enthusiastic and energetic 

in all of his activities. More often than not he could be found 

on a tractor at 4:30 - 5:00 a.m. catching up on work that needed · 



t o  be d o n e  t o  a s s u r e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  p r o j e c t s .  A l s o ,  he was a man 

o f  a c t i o n  a nd  ha s  b e en  known t o  s t i m u l a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  o t h e r s  

by  t h r o w i n g  a f u l l  b u c k e t  o f  i c e  w a t e r  on a p a r t n e r  e n j o y i n q  a 
l e i s u r e  s h o w e r .  You c a n  i m a g i n e  t h e  r e s u l t s .

H!1 s e x c e l l e n t  p e r s o n a l i t y  a nd  s e n s e  o f  humo r  w e r e  c a t c h i n g  a n d ,  

a s  a r e s u l t ,  he was  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  by h i s  f e l l o w m a n  i n  a l l  w a l k s

o f  l i f e  a n d  t h o s e  who came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  h i m we r e  t h a t  much
b e t t e r  o f f  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .

M i t c h ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  l i f e  c a n  be  s u m m a r i z e d  t o  a d e g r e e  by 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h o u g h t s .

1 .  T h e r e  i s  f a r  mo r e  t i m e  a nd  mon e y  l o s t  by i n d e c i s i o n  t h a n

by  w r o n g  d e c i s i o n  a nd  h i s  s u c c e s s  p r o v e d  t h e  p o i n t .

2 .  No m a t t e r  how d i f f i c u l t  o r  a d v e r s e  a p r o b l e m ,  t r e a t  i t  
a s  an o p p o r t u n i t y .

i

3 .  When t h e  g o i n g  g e t s  t o u g h ,  t h e  t o u g h  g e t  g o i n g .

B r o t h e r  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l ,  R o l l  C a l l  Numbe r  2 1 9 4 ,  j o i n e d  

I g l o o  # 4 ,  P i o n e e r s  o f  A l a s k a  on O c t o b e r  2 ,  1 9 5 1 .  He p a s s e d  away  

i n  P a l m  S p r i n g s ,  C a l i f o r n i a  on F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 8 0  w h i l e  i n  t h e  c ompan y  

o f  h i s  f r i e n d  and  p a r t n e r  o f  l o n g  s t a n d i n g ,  C l y d e  G e r a g h t y .  He 

i s  s u r v i v e d  by h i s  w i d o w ,  M a r y ,  who r e s i d e s  a t  t h e  f a m i l y  home a t  

6 6 5  -  1 0 t h  A v e n u e ,  F a i r b a n k s  a nd  h i s  c h i l d r e n  a nd  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

H i s  s i s t e r ,  D o r o t h y ,  p r e c e d e d  h i m i n  d e a t h .

The  o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  B r o t h e r  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  

h a s  made  t o  f a m i l y ,  f r i e n d s  a nd  c o l l e a g u e s  w i l l  be l o n g  r e m e m b e r e d .  
F a i r b a n k s  a nd  A l a s k a  a r e  t h a t  much r i c h e r  f o r  h i s  h a v i n g  come 

t h i s  way  a nd  p i o n e e r e d  on  v a r i o u s  f r o n t s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  s o c i e t y  

i n  t h e  t r u e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  A l a s k a n  P i o n e e r s .

" 

··-
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to be done to assure continuity of projects. Also, he was a man 

of action and has been known to stimulate activities of others 

by throwing a full bucket of ice water on a partner enjoyinq a 

leisure shower. You can imagine the results. 

His excelleht personality and sense of humor were catching and, 

as a result, he was highly respected by his fellowman in all walks 

of life and those who came in contact with him were that much 

better off because of the association. 

Mitch 1 s philosophy of life can be summarized to a degree by 

the following thoughts. 

l. There is far more time and money lost by indecision than 

by wrong decision and his success proved the point. 

2. No matter how difficult or adverse a problem, treat it 

as an opportunity. 

3. When the going gets tough, the tough get going. 

Brother Robert J. Mitchell, Roll Call Number 2194, joined 

Igloo #4, Pioneers of Alaska on October 2, 1951. He passed away 

in Palm Springs, California on February 23, 1980 while in the company 

of his friend and p~rtner of long standing, Clyde Geraghty. He 

is survived by his widow, Mary, who resides at the family home at 

665 - 10th Avenue, Fairbanks and his children and grandchildren. 

His sister, Dorothy, preceded him in death. 

The outstanding contributions that Brother Robert J. Mitchell 

has made to family, friends and colleagues will be long remembered. 

Fairbanks and Alaska are that much richer for his having come 

this way and pioneered on various fronts for the benefit of society 

in the true tradition of Alaskan Pioneers. 
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O n e  d o e s n ’ t  h a v e  t o  l o o k  f a r  t o  s e e  t h e  m a r k s  

R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  l e f t  o n  F a i r b a n k s ,  a n d  w e ’ l l  a l l  m i s s  

h i s  b r a n d  o f  f u l l - s p e e d - a h e a d  p r o m o t i o n  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .

B o b  M i t c h e l l  w a s  b o r n  h e r e  i n  1 9 1 8  a n d  d e v o t e d  I d s  

w h o l e  l i f e  t o  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  F a i r b a n k s  h a s  a  b i g  p l a c e  in  

A l a s k a ’ s  f u t u r e .  H e  h a d  a  c o n t a g i o u s  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  

t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  a n d  h e  n e v e r  a v o i d e d  t h e  h a r d  

w o r k  n e c e s s a r y  to  m a k e  h i s  e f f o r t s  p a y  o f f .

A i l  o f  M r .  M i t c h e l l ’ s  w o r k  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  to  h i m .  

b u t  p e r h a p s  h i s  b i g g e s t  d r e a m  w a s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  p r o p e r t y  s o u t h  o f  F a i r b a n k s .  H e ’ s  t h e  m a n  

w h o  c o n v i n c e d  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s m e n  t o  f i n a n c e  a n d  

d o n a t e  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  l a b o r  n e c e s s a r y  to  b u i l d  t h e  

r a i l  s p u r  t o  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t .  I t  m i g h t  

h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  e v e n t u a l l y ,  b u t  h i s  e f f o r t s  g o t  i t  I n  t i m e  

t o  s e r v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  t r a n s - A J a s k a  p i p e l i n e  y e a r s  a n d  

p r o v i d e  l o w - c o s t  J e t  f u e l  s h i p p i n g  f r o m  t h e  N o r t h  P o l e  

R e f i n e r y  n o w .

H e  a n d  h i s  p a r t n e r s  a l s o  I n v e s t e d  t h e i r  o w n  l a b o r  

a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  I n  M e t r o  F i e l d  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  

I n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  h a v e  g r o w n  u p  a r o u n d  i t  a f t e r  t h i s  i n ­

d u s t r i a l  a i r p s i r k  o p e n e d .  T h i s  w a s  M r .v M i t c h e l l ’ s  w a y —  

h e  n e v e r  w a i t e d  f o r  t h i n g s  t o  h a p p e n ;  h e  m a d e  t h e m  

h a p p e n .

T h a t ' s  t h e  w a y  t h i n g s  w e r e  e v e r  s i n c e  h e  c a m e  

b a c k  f r o m  h i s  W o r l d  W a r  I I  h i t c h  to  g e t  m a r r i e d  a n d  

f o r m  M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  a n d  T r a c t o r ,  a  p i o n e e r  n a m e  m  

R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  H e  w a s  a l s o  

p r e s i d e n t  o f  T i p - T o p  C h e v r o l e t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  

G h e m m  C o . .  a  p a r t n e r  tn  M e t r o  C o m p a n y  a n d  T r i a  

C o m p a n y  a n d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  N e w  S t a t e  L a n d s  I n c  B o t h  

h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  h i s  b u s i n e s s e s  a r e  s t i l l  h e r e ,  a n d  s t i l l  

t h r i v i n g .  -

B u t  p e r h a p s  M r  M i t c h e l l ' s  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

w a s  t h e  l a s t i n g  s p i r i t  h o  l e f t  h e r e  t h r o u g h  h i s  w o r k  a r id  

i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  in  F a i r b a n k s  H e  w a s  a s  

d e v o t e d  to  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a s  n e  w a s  to  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

w o r l d ,  a r .d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  w e ' l l  n e v e r  f o r g o t  B o b  

M i t c h e l l  a n d  t h e  s p e c i a l  t o u c h  h e  h a d  in  m a k i n g  o u r  

t o w n  n  b e t t e r  p l a c e  t o  l i v e

* ____ * ________u  r  _ » ____
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?J\~.:<_. ~ · One doesn't bave to look Zar to see the marks 
:·~~r •. :_., Robert J. MJtchell lelt on Fairbanks; and we'll au miss 
· ?.\.. · his brand of rull-speed-ahead promotion for a long time. 

~~~ ~/ ··: · ·.-. Bob Mitchell was born here In 1918 and devoted Ji.ls 
t · · =- whole life to his belief that Fairbanks has a big place in 

Alaska's future. He had a contagious enthusiasm for 
the future of the Interior. and he never avoided the hard 

·· work necessary to make his efforts pay oft. 
All of Mr. Mitchell's work was important to him. 

but perhaps his biggest dream was the development of 
tndustr1al property south or Fairbanks. He's the man 
Wllo co.,vtnced other businessmen to finance and 
donate the materials and labor necessary to build the 
rail spur to Falrbank.s International Airport. It might 
have been done eventually. but his efforts got It In tlme 
to serve through the trans-Alaska plpeltne years · and 
provide low<ost jl"t fuel shipping from the ~orth Pole 
Refinery DOW. 

He and hJs partners also Invested Ulelr own labor 
and encouragement ln Metro Field and some of the 
lndustrtes Uu,t have grown up around it after thls in­
dustrtaJ air psrlc opened. Thls was Mr-~ Mllchell 's way­
he never waited for lhlll~ to happen; he made them 
happen. 

Th~t•s the WHY things Wt>rt:' en•r ~,nee he c..•ame 
back Crom b.is Wt')rlc1 War ll hitch to ~ct niarrtt"d anl1 
form MltcbeJI Truck and Tractor. a pioneer nam~ 10 

RiC.tl3rdson Highway tl'nn&portatlon. He ...,·as als."> 
president 1..if Tip-fop Chevroler , on~ of the rounc.1,•n; l)f 
Ghemm C'o .. a p&rmer m Metro Company am1 Tr1.:i 
Company and presidenl of Nt-w Stale uncts Inc Ocllh 
hl:i fam1Jy aoo his r>ustne~s are still here . .in,1 ~tlll 
Lhnvmg. -

Uut ~rhitpli ~Ir ~will\.'nt'll's gr-:-aresl t'CIOI rlblll 1011 

was nae lasun.c ~pint hl• 1~n h~r~ rnn,ugn 111s wor1i1; amt 
lnsp:raHon tor younM pt:"oplt lfl f';,1rb:.inJ<s He \4..i~ j~ 

dC\l(\lt~ ru tllJr l'.11mmu1111y .1~ nt1 "••s tn th1.· busm~ 
world. .1r.d c-11:c 1i1usc ut that we · ll 1w.• .. ·er tnrllt't Bl>t, 
Mltt·neU and lh(• .Spt.'<'lal tou<.·h l\e h.ul Ill rnal<.llH{ vUr 

lawn A tleUt!r plct~~ lo ll\'t' 
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jlio n o l the inmates' 
mp. Huston said 

as said tho parole 
y emphasis on that 

seems to give no credit 
participation in the AA

said the meetings ace a 
•y consist ot tape rccor- 
•A program, he said, is 
people on the street who 
1 alcohol, nol (or inmates 
e access anyway 
ufied (hal he was sent to 
to receive the counseling 
•red. Others testified that 
•commended psychiatric 
d none has been received 
aid he has been in prison 
thout the counseling 
d they are nol allowed to 
tional report given to ihe 
nor the parole counselor's 
r lo prepare a defense 
s are not taped, and m- 
ic y  believe ihe parole 
>e greatest emphasis to 
iselor's report alone 
•n occasion lectured in- 
ile hearings, reportedly 
son as a good example, 
ates (or alcohol use. and 
-t records, inmates said.
I they are nol learning 
md don't stand much of a 
:g a job upon release 
they are reluctant to Irv  
iloyer lo write a letter 
ve a job. If they have to 
iployer they were denied

>f chance would I have if 
\ t  second lime'’ "  an in- 
m still fighting my case 

The whole locus of the 
is on that.”  he said 

.tcs said they are unabte- 
p. that public defenders 
he prison to assist them 
inmates have a parole 
a job lined up. a place to 
as upon release, that 
to gel credit from the 
irged
lstances. Judges have 
at sentencing that the 

iscd after serving a third 
i .  but the parole board 
i parole after the time is 
ni
<aid his residence was 
parole officer and police 
irch warrant, that his 
•re confiscated and that 
eive a speedy arraign*

n Box Boy
jrged with disorderly 
•lOblook of Lacey Street 
joltcesaid

sham. 18. of 1127 Park 
I the theft of a tape 
•akers valued at $170
inday
* f  •

7 Mile freem an Road. 
ie  padlock was broken 
a small T V  was taken.

>ven  hi a  n a i .  u r t n n m g  a im  m o v i n g  
from his residence wiihout notifying his 
parole officer lie  said Ihe Iasi point 
was nol true 

S till another inmale, in for selling 
m arijuana, said he has refused to go 
before Ihe parole board and w ill instead 
serve his full three years rather than 
play games with a parole hearing 

" I  had Rev. I.vons say that I ’m an 
insult to come up tor parole.”  one in­
mate said 

“ T h is  is my lirst adult offense.”  one 
man testified, but the board dwelled on

llm ugh l mt> 'n u rd  snouid have 
professional members, and several 
said yes

Inm ales also said they would like to 
have hallw ay houses lo help them re- 
integrate into society

"W e have a lot of people in here for 
three and lour years liecauso they got 
drunk or led their areas ol residence 
without Ihe parole board's permission 
It cosis ihe slate $26,000 a year to keep a 
man in h e re -o vcr a drunk1 It's  pretty 
serious."  one inmale said

R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l  r i t e  W e d n e s d a y
A memorial service for Robert J  

M itc h e ll ,  p resid en t of T ip -T o p  
Chevrolet and one of Ihe founders of 
Ghemm C o . will be Wednesday at I 
p m at Ihe United Methodist Church, 
y I.5 Second A vc 

The service w ill be conducted jointly 
hv the church and the Pioneers of 
A laska

M itchell. 61. died Saturday while 
vacationing in Palm Desert. Calif.

He w is  born in Fairbanks Nov. 2. 
I918. to E liza  and Charles Mitchell and 
had lived here all his life 

M itchell altended grade school and 
high school in Fairbanks, graduating in 
1936. He was active in basketball and 
p la y e d  w ith  " S l i c k y "  G r if f in s  
Wolverines in ihe same league as John 
Butrovich. Joe Fram ch. Hill Stroecker, 
Ja c k  Wilbur and the Rmgstad brothers.

A fter serving in ihe U S Arm y during 
World War If in A laska. Canada and 
Montana, he formed Mitchell Truck 
and T racto r Inc with Clyde Geraghty 

He m arried Mary' Maureen l.ud- 
vigson on Ja n . 20. I94.Y The ir three 
children . Gregory Charles Mitchell. 
Jan e lle  Lois Weaver and Judith Ixiuise 
Jasperson. live  in Fairbanks.

The Mitchells grandchildren are 
Joann and Douglas Weaver. Peggy 
Jasperso n . Roherla M itchell and 
Gregory Mitchell If 

M itchell T ruck and Tractor was one 
of the early  trucking companies hauling 
over the Richardson Highway from 
Valdez

R  built such innovative equipment as 
a booster engine and drive tram lor 
clim bing hills that was installed under 
the flattH.'dol a :m loot scrm tra iler 

IA 1932 Mitchell lormed Ghemm Co 
with Geraghty. Carl Hctlinger. Carl 
E rickso n  and Harvey M arlin J r .

Ghemm began in earth work and 
equipment rental and expanded over 
the years to perform general contract 
work throughout Alaska In a joint 
effort with a SeJttle company, Ghemm 
built the Yukon River Bridge 

In 1957 Mitchell founded T ip To p  
Chevrolet along with other longtime 
Fa irb an ks residents. He was also a 
partner in Metro Company and T r ia

R O B E R T  M I T C H E L L

Company and was president of New 
State t jn d s  Inc 

He was instrumental in developing 
several subdivisions and the industrial 
area south ot Fairbanks 

“ M itch ." as he was known lo his 
friends was dedicated lo leading young 
people and instilling in them the’valuc 
ot hard work and a positive approach lo 
life.

The fam ily asks that memorials be 
given to the A laska Special Olympics. 
1021 Kellum  S t . or to the United 
Methodist Church 

Honorary pallbearers are Peter 
Kagan. Kandy Frank . Steve Frank . 
M ike G eraghty . Steve G eraghtv . 
Robbie Gunther. B ill Gordon. Harvey 
M arlin I I I  G ary  Norrgard, G ary  
W ilkcn Carl Erickson. Con Frank . 
Clyde Geraghty. Harvey M arlin J r . ,  
Rob Beltisworth Ja ck  Cook. J im  
Dierm ger. Dan Eagan. Bob Gunlher, 
Rud Meycres Francis 0  Connor Ralph 
Paden Mark Ringstad. Ja ck  Wilbur, 
C lyde Hovik Gene Rogge. Gene M iller. 
H arry  Porler. C liff Burglin, Wally 
Burnett Tom Miklautsch and l-eij 
Scholtfeldt

k r ite  set

A T T E N T I O N
A l l  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e

C U L I N A R Y  U N I O N  L O C A L  8 7 9  

N E X T  R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G

-~,:n Ill ,I llcll . ,mmuni: ,11111 llhl\'IOI( 
Jlton OI lhl' lnlnJh"i from his rf''illlC'lll'C.' w1lho111 nolll)·tn~ ht~ 
,up. HutiilOn said pc1rnl<' olfl<"l'r lie ~.ud lhe l:isl poml 

.'1, s.a1d lhe pJrolf' Wi.l!i Ml I rue 
'f emph3Sl!i on lhat SIIII olllOlhl'r 1nmJlr. In lnr !ll'lhnie 

~ms to givl' no er-Nill martJu.in,1. s..1ld ht> h3.'i relu.,;ed In ftll 
par11c1p.3t1on 1n the AA ~lore I he parole bo,m1 and wall 1n.o;tcad 

- S<>rve has lull three ytars ralher than 
· ~illd lhl' ml."l?hnl(s ar:~ a play ~amei. with 3 p;irnlt• hearrn~ 
"! con~,~, of l:ipc rccnr- "I had lt11\' . l.vo11s !>dY that I'm an 
,A proitr.:im. ht? said. l!I ln!lull 10 come up ror parole." one rn• 
;:.-eople on lhc slrttr who mate said 
• alrohot. nol lor rnma1es "This ,~ mv Irr~, adult offense." une 
~ accns anyway man 11.'SI ilie<i. but lhl' bo;mJ dwelled on 
llflf'd that he w~ ~, to 
10 rccerve IM coun.o;cllnit 

!lllllll!nl IIW (III Jrtl ,nnull.l ll J\ c• 
pr111~•!.i-111nal memlk'n,. Jo\! ,;c,•,·cral 
~;ul.lye-. 

Inmates al~ ~atd lhf'V 'AOUld likr In 
have hallwa~· hnuws 10· hclp thr-m rr• 
mll'l(r:IIC min )ol)(."ll'I~ 

··we h3Vt' a IOI of J)t'OplC Iii hl'rL' fnr 
lhree ilnd rnur years llf\'aU.i;(' they ~01 
drunk or lcll lhr1r arcai-, or rt'SIC!tnc-e 
wilhout lhl' parolP board's pt.•rm1ss1on 
II co.,.ri. rhr stale s:?li.000 a ~-,•ar to kttp a 
m;in in here--over a drunk~ Ir's prclly 
st'rH)U.'i . •• one mmarr said 

•red. Others le!ihlied lhal 
-rommcnded psychl.itnc 
1 none has been r~l·e1\led 
J1d he h3S l>N'n an prai;on 
,lhouJ the COUO!\Chn,l 

Robert Mitchell rite Wednesday 
tJ llwy arr nor allowt'd to 
!Inn.ii report given to I he 
:ior 1hr parole counsclor·s 
r lo prC"pare .1 drlen~. 
-~ are nut r:ipca. and rn­
·1ey l>ClrevP lhe parole 
1c ~rearesr emphasis 10 
~lor·i; ~r! alone 
-n occ:1S1on lectured in-
11e rieannits, reportedly 
<;0n as a gOOd example. 
lies lor alcohol use. and 
.1 records. inm;iles said. 
I they are not learmn~ 
,nd don't stand much of a 
-:g a Job upon release. 
:hey are rtluctanl to try 
,toyer to wnte a lelter 
\'e a Job. If lhey have lo 
1ployer they were denied 

,1 <"hance would r have 11 
:e st-c:ond trme"" an tn• 
·m tillll fiitnllng m)' C3Se 
~he whole locus ol lhe 
l S on'lhal ," he 53td 
,ll'S s.11d they are unablo·· 
p. Iha! publu.· defenders 
·11e prison ro ass1s1 lhcm 
1nmares havl! a parole 
j JUIJ lmed up. a place ro 
:".S upnn releas.e. lhal 
10 gel credrl from .the 
,rl{ed 
1s1.3lk:K. JutJ~s - nave 
at senlcncrnjl lhal lh.e 

,SC<! alter ser.in~ a third 
-!. but Ule parole lioard 
1 parole·aner the ltme as 
111. 
,a1d h1!l residence wa.'1 
;,amle lltrlc.:er am.I police 
arch warrant. that has 
·re conhsc:itl'd and that 
<'IVl' a ~peed)! arra11UJ• 

n Box Boy , . 

Jrl,(ed Wllh disorderly 
·10 blunk ol Lacey SI reel 
,011c:e s,:ud 
• • • 
~ham. 18. ol I tr. Park 
I ttw 1~11 nl c'I 1,1~ 
•akPn \'aJued at SliO 
!:ltJJ\' . .. . 
~ ~1,ll' f'r~mr1n Road . 

,e padlQ("k 11,'il r>rolten 
.a sm.111 TV 1.-as. r .tken. 

k rite set 

A memorial ~rvtct' ror lloherl J . 
M ilchcll . prrs111<'nl of Tip · Top 
Chttvro!el and one of lhe lounacrs of 
Ght•inm Cn. will I)(' Wrdnesd.a\' al I 
p .m al rhe L'niled ~lelhod1s1 Church. 
!ll!l Sl'<'omJ ,.\v(' 

Tht: ~erv1cc wlll t,e c-onductLtd Jom,ly 
hv the l'hurl'lt and lhl' PioneL•ri. or 
A·raska 

MilL'hell. 61. du~ Saturdav while 
vacatroarni;: m Palm IJ<.'serr. Cai 11. 

He "'"1s born in Fairbanks :--.ov. 2. 
1918. lo Eliz.a and Charles Mitchell and 
had lived heri.> all hi!. llfe 

MUrhell allended J?rade ~chool .ind 
h11Q1 school in Fairbanks. j,!roduaun~ in 
19:JG. Ht was :icllYI! rn l.lasketball and 
played wilh " Sl1c-ky·· Griffins· 
Wolverines 111 the s:1me leaKue as John 
Bulrovich. Joe Franich. BIii Stroecker. 
Jack Wilbur and the Rmg.'ilad brothers. 

Aller ~er\'rn~ in lhe U .S Army I.luring 
World War II III t\laska. Canada and 
Montan.a. he lnrmed Mlle-hell Truck 
:ind Tractor Inc w11h Clyde Gera~My 

He m;irrit-'d Milr;' Maureen l.ud• 
vigson on Jan . 20. l!M.'l Their thrl'(.' 
children. Gre~ory Charles ~1lchell . 
Janelle Lois Yt't!avcr and Judith l.ourse 
Jasperson. hvc m F,urbanks. 

The Mtlchells' ~randchildren are 
Joann and Doui::lai. Wea\'l'r. Pl'Ri:\· 
Jaspt'r!lon . Hohnra !\fil('hrll ;ind 
Gregory Mrlcht•II II 

M ilchell Trud, and Tractor \\·as nnl' 
of the early truC"lunj!c-ompanre~ haul mg 
over the Rrcharl.lsnn H1~h~-a~· from 
Valdez 

ll built such 1nno\·all\'C cqu1pmt1nt as 
a boo!lter t1n,:inc ;md tlrl\'I.• 1ra111 lor 
chmbm~ halls lh:it ~a~ inslalhtd under 
lhe llall>cd ol;. :111 lool ~l'rnl trarlrr 

In 1952 Mtlclll'II lormetl Ght•mm Co 
with Gcro1gh1y. Carl Hcf11n.:t-r. Can 
Erickson ilnd Har,·ey !\1arhn Jr. 

Ghcmm 1>e2an in earth work ana 
equipmcn1 rr.ntal :ind expanded nvt1r 
the )/ears lo perform ~cncral conlracr 
work lhroufth(,ut .\l;sska In a 1orn1 
ellort with a ~Jlllt• company. rn,<'mm 
hu1ll lhe Yukon lt1ver llrrdl(I? 

In l'J:i7 Mitchell foundt-d Ttp Top 
ChPvroll'I alonit Wllh other longllml' 
Fa1r!Jimks rei-1drnls. Uc was al!oO a 
partner m :\Mn> Comp:in~· and Trra 

ROBERT MITCHELL 
L"l'lmpan~· Jlld "A3!- prl!s1dt'nl of :-iew 
Stale l..1nd!i Im: 

Hl' w:is rnsrrumcnlal m dcvelop1nf? 
sevl!ral o;ul>div1~1nn!\ ilnd lhl' md11slr1al 
.1re.1 south of 1-'a1rb;1nks 

":\111c11:· as Ile was kno~·n In his 
lri~nif,; \\;1c; df'd,cal!'d tn lcaamg ~'llun~ 
pt'(lph• and mstalhng in lhem the \'aluc 
ol harl.l ¼11rk Jnd a pos111ve approach lo 
rare. 

1'he l.1m1I~· a!\ks that mrmnr1:ils be 
Riven lo lhc Alaska Special Olympics. 
toi~ Kellum St . or lo the L'mtcd 
:\Mhf')(IISI Churc:h 

Hunorar~· pallbc,lrl'l'S are Peter 
fo:aian. Handy Fro1nk. Sltve Frank. 
:'tltkt' (jcra~hly. Slrvc Gt>r3Rhly , 
Ho!Jhw l.i11111her. Hill liordon . Harve\' 
MJrlln Ill , G:iry Sorr~,,rd, G<£ry 
W1lkrn CJrl i-:rll'k~n. Con Frank. 
Cl~·i:ll' <.iPr,11U1tv . Han-er ~arlin Jr .. 
Bot, UelhiiiWOrlh. Jack Cook. Jim 
D1rri111ter. l>Jn 1:-:Ji,!,tn. lklh li11nlher. 
Hull :O.lc)l'fl'!i Fr.mm O'Connor Ralph 
l'adl·n ~lark Hmi:stad. J;ick Wilbur. 
Cl)·dc Ho\·1k Gt'ne lfoi,!Rc. <.it-ne .\111hir. 
Harry Pnrtl'r . L'hlf Ourl{hn, W3lly 
Durnell illm :'1t1kliuts.c:h and IA.'O 
Schollf Pldl 

ATTEI\JTI ON 
All Members of the 

CULINARY UNION LOCAL 879 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING 

,• 



G re a t e r  F a i r b a n k s

First National Center

C h a m b e r o t C o m m e r c e

P O llov 74446
100 Cushman Street 1*107) 4 S J H 0 i Fairbanks. Alaska 9«)707

R E S O L U T I O N  1 -  1 2 8 7  

A  R E S O L U T I O N  N A M I N G  T H E  R O B E R T  J. M I T C H E L L  E X P R E S S W A Y

W H E R E A S , P.obart J. M i t c h e l l  w a s  a l i f e - l o n g  A l a s k a n  a n d  a l i f e - l o n g  r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  b o r n  o n  N o v e m b e r  2, 1 9 1 8  and;

W H E R E A S ,  Mr. M i t c h e l l  w a s  a n  e m p l o y e e  of  t h e  A l a s k a  R o a d  C o m m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  

e a r l y  a d u l t h o o d  and, w a s  a  f o u n d e r  o f  M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  a n d  T r a c t o r  

a n  e a r l y  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m p a n y  a nd,

W H E R E A S ,  R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  of  G H E M M ,  Inc., a n d  

w a s  o n e  of  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n s  to  d e v e l o p  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  c u r­

r e n t  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  and;

W H E R E A S ,  T h r o u g h  R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l ' s  e f f o r t s ,  a  m a j o r  r a i l  s p u r  f r o m  F a i r­

b a n k s  t h r o u g h  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t

s i d e  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  and;

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  n e w  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  E x p r e s s w a y  is r o u t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  

t o  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  w a s  s o  d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  

b e f o r e  p a s s i n g  a w a y  o n  F e b r u a r y  23, 1 9 8 0  and;

W H E R E A S ,  R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  l e f t  b e h i n d  a l e g a c y  o f  s t r o n g  f a m i l y  u n it,

f r i e n d s h i p  t o  all, k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  v a l u e  o f  p o s i t i v e  t h o u g h t ,

a n d  u n d a u n t i n g  f a i t h  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  of  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  A l a s k a  and;

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  G r e a t e r  F a i r b a n k s  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  w i s h e s  to  to r e m e m b e r  

R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l ' s  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  of t h e  

i n t e r i o r  a n d  to  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  

a r e a ,

N O W  B E  I T  T H E R E F O R E  R E S O L V E D :  t h a t  t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m

f r o m  t h e  n e w  A i r p o r t  R o a d  I n t e r c h a n g e  to t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  

is to b e  n a m e d  t h e  R o b e r t  J. M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y .

Greater Filirl>anl,s I Chamber I of Crn11111ern· 

First N,111on,1I Cenlt•r PO llo\ 74.:-lh 

100 Cushman SlrC'el l".urb.ink,. Al,Hk,1 CJ'li117 

RESOLUTION 1 - 1287 

A RESOLUTION NAMING THE ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY 

WHEREAS, P.obs:t J. Mitchell was a life-long Alaskan and a life-long resident 
of the interior, born on November 2, 1918 and1 

WHEREAS, Mr. Mitchell was an employee of the Alaska Road Commission curing 
early adulthood and, was a founder of Mitchell Truck and Tractor 
an early Interior Alaska transportation company and, 

WHEREAS, Robert J. Mitchell was one of the founders of GHEMM, Inc., and 
was one of the first persons to develop the potential of the cur­
rent South Fairbanks industrial area and1 

WHEREAS, Through Robert J. Mitchell's efforts, a major rail spur from Fair­
banks through the South Fairbanks industrial area to the east 
side of the international Airport was constructed and1 

WHEREAS, The new South Fairbanks Expressway is routed immediately adjacent 
to the area that Robert J. Mitchell was so deeply involved with 
before passing away on February 23, 1980 and1 

WHEREAS, Robert J. Mitchell left behind a legacy of strong family unit, 
friendship to all, knowledge of the value of positive thought, 
and undaunting faith in the future of Fairbanks and Alaska and1 

WHEREAS, The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce. wishes to to remember 
Robert J. Mitchell'~ positive contribution to the people of the 
interior and to the development of the South Fairbanks industrial 
area, 

NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: that the section of the Alaska Highway System 
from the new Airport Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway 
is to be named the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway. 

DATED THIS __ 2_..._/ .d-'-IK,I. _______ _ 

I 

BY __ .... ___ 7_,,.·_7 _7 __ , ....... ~--t_\...._.. ____ 1'_·· -,----·~-~b_~--:''-1 ___ 
Mike Kelly, Chairman ) / W.R. Co~, President & C.E.O. 



SO U T H  FA IRBA N KS  B U S IN E S S  A SSO C IA T IO N

A RESOLUTION NAMING THE ROBERT J . MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY

WHEREAS: Robert J . M itchell was a life - lo ng res iden t o f the in te r io r ,
born on November 2 t 1918 and,

WHEREAS: M r, M itchell was an employee o f the Alaska Road Commis­
sion d u rin g ea rly adu lthood, and was a founder o f M itchell T ruck and 
T ra c to r , an ea rly In te r io r Alaska transpo rta tio n company.

WHEREAS: Robert J . M itchell was one o f the founders o f GHEMM,
Inc . an im portan t Alaska cons truc tion firm  and was one o f the f ir s t 
persons to develop the po tentia l o f the c u rre n t South Fairbanks indus tria l 
area and,

WHEREAS: Through Robert J . M itche ll's e ffo rts ,, a major ra il spu r
from Fairbanks th rough the South Fairbanks in du s tr ia l area to the east 
side o f the In te rna tiona l A irp o r t was cons truc ted and,

WHEREAS: The new South Fairbanks Expressway is routed immedi­
a te ly “ aHjacenT to the area tha t Robert J . M itche ll was so deeply involved 
w ith before passing away on February 23, 1980 and,

WHEREAS: Robert J . M itchell le ft behind a legacy o f strong fam ily
u n it , fr ie n d sh ip to a ll, knowledge o f the value o f positive though t, and 
undaun ting fa ith in the fu tu re  o f Fairbanks and Alaska and,

WHEREAS: The South Fairbanks Business Association wishes to
remember Robert J . M itche ll's positive con tr ib u tio n to the people o f the 
In te r io r and to the development o f the South Fairbanks in dus tr ia l area,

NOW BE iT  THEREFORE RESOLVED: th a t the section o f the Alaska
Highway System from the' new A irp o r t Road In te rchange to the Richardson 
Highway is to be named the Robert J. M itchell Expressway.

Th is reso lu tion was adopted at a regu la r meeting o f the South Fair­
banks Business Association December 18, 1987,

P .O .  B o x  6 0 3 8 9  
F a ir b a n k s , A la s k a  9 9 7 0 6  

( 9 0 7 )  4 5 6 - 7 9 8 6

Charles P. Rees, 1st V ice-P res iden t

CPR: cab: SFBA2: form : P3
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SOUTH FAIRBANKS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION. 
• 

6 

P. 0. BoK 60389 
Fatrbanks, Alaska 99706 

(907) 456-7986 

A RESOLUTION NAMINCi THE ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY 

WHEREAS: Robert J. Mitchell was a life-long resident of the Interior, 
born on November 2" 1918 and, 

WHEREAS: Mr. Mitchell was an employee of the Alaska Road Commis­
sion during early adulthood, and was a founder of Mitchell Truck and 
Tractor, an early I nterlor Alaska transportation company. 

WHEREAS: Robert J. Mitchell was one of the founders of GHEMM, 
Inc. an Important Alaska construction firm and was one of the first 
persons to develop the potential of the current South Fairbanks Industrial 
area and, 

WHEREAS: Through Robert J. Mltchell1s efforts,. a major rail spur 
from Fairbanks through the South Fairbanks industrial area to the east 
side of the I nternatlonal Airport was constructed and, 

WHEREAS: The new South Fairbanks Expressway Is routed immedi­
ately aajacent to the area that Robert J. Mitchell was so deeply involved 
with before passing away on February 23, 1980 and, 

WHEREAS: Robert J. Mitchell left behind a legacy of strong family 
unit, friendship to all, knowledge of the value of positive thought, and 
ur1dauntfng faith in the future of Fairbanks and Alaska and, 

WHEREAS: The South Fairbanks Business· Association wishes to 
remember Robert J. Mftchell's positive contribution to the people of the 
Interior and to the development of the South Fairbanks Industrial area, 

NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: that the section of the Alaska 
Highway System from the new Airport Road Interchange to the Richardson 
Highway Is to be named the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway. 

This resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the South Fair­
ban l<s Business Association December 18, 1987, 

CPR:cab: SFBA2: form: P3 



I n t r o d u c e d  b y :  Mayo r  and C o u n c i l
D a t e :  December 2 1 /  1 98 7

RESOLUTION NO. 2 9 1 8
A RESOLUTION TO MEMORIALIZE AND NAME THE 
ROBERT J .  MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY.
WHEREAS/ R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l 1 , a l i f e - l o n g  A l a s k a n  

and r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r /  was i n  e a r l y  a d u l t h o o d  an
em p lo y e e  o f  th e  A l a s k a  Road C om m is s i o n  and a f o u n d e r  o f
M i t c h e l l  T r u c k  and T r a c t o r ,  an e a r l y  i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  company ;  and

WHEREAS, M i t c h e l l  was on e  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r s  o f  
GHEMM, I n c . ,  an im p o r t a n t  A l a s k a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i r m ,  and was on e  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  
S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a ;  and

WHEREAS, t h r o u g h  M i t c h e l l ' s  e f f o r t s  a r a i l  s p u r  
was c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  t h r o u g h  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  
i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a i r p o r t ;  
and

WHEREAS, t h e  new S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  E x p r e s sw a y  i s  
im m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  a r e a  d e v e l o p e d  by M i t c h e l l  and w i t h  
wh ich  he was d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  b e f o r e  p a s s i n g  away on 
F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 8 0 ;  and

WHEREAS, M i t c h e l l  l e f t  b e h i n d  a l e g a c y  o f  t h e  
s t r o n g  f a m i l y  u n i t ,  f r i e n d s h i p  t o  a l l ,  k n ow le d g e  o f  t h e  v a l u e  
o f  p o s i t i v e  t h o u g h t  and u n d aun t e d  f a i t h  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
F a i r b a n k s  and A l a s k a ;  and

Introduced by: 
Date: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2918 

Mayor and Council 
December 21, 1987 

A RESOLUTION TO MEMORIALIZE AND NAME THE 
ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY. 

WHEREAS, Robert J. Mitchel 1 , a life-long Alaskan 

and resident of the interior, was in early adulthood an 

employee of the Alaska Road Commission and a founder of 

Mitchell Truck and Tractor, an early interior Alaska 

transportation company: and 

WHEREAS, Mitchell was one of the founders of 

GHEMM, Inc., an important Alaska construction firm, and was one 

of the first persons to develop the potential of the current 

South Fairbanks industrial area: and 

WHEREAS, through Mitchell's efforts a rail spur 

was constructed from Fairbanks through the South Fairbanks 

industrial area to the east side of the international airport; 

and 

WHEREAS, the new South Fairbanks Expressway is 

immediately adjacent to the area developed by Mitchell and with 

which he was deeply involved before passing away on 

February 23, 1980: and 

WHEREAS, Mitchell left behind a legacy of the 

strong family unit, friendship to all, knowledge of the value 

of positive thought and undaunted faith in the future of 

Fairbanks and Alaska: and 



WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s  w i s h e s  t o  remember 
R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l ' s  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  and t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  
i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE C ITY COUNCIL 
OF THE C ITY OF FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, t h a t  t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
A l a s k a  H ighway S y s t em  f r o m  t h e  new A i r p o r t  Road  I n t e r c h a n g e  t o  
t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H ighway i s  t o  be named t h e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  
E x p r e s s w a y .

PASSED and APPROVED t h i s  2 1 s t  d a y  o f  D e c em be r ,
1 9 8 7 .

B IL L  WALLEY, Mayor
ATTEST:

CARMA B .  ROBERSON, C i t y  C l e r k
0090Z  
p b :  b j

P a g e  2

WHEREAS, the City of Fairbanks wishes to remember 

Robert J. Mitchell's positive contribution to the people of the 

interior and to the development of the South Fairbanks 

industrial area. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, that the section of the 

Alaska Highway System ftvm the new Airport Road Interchange to 

the Richardson Highway is to be named the Robert J. Mitchell 

Expressway. 

PASSED and APPROVED this 21st day of December, 

1987. 

BILL WALLEY, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

CARMA B. ROBERSON, City Clerk 

0090Z 
pb: bj - --- . 

Page 2 



March 26, 1986

Sen a to r  Jack  Cogh i l l  
A laska  S t a te  L e g i s la t u r e  
Pouch V (MS 3100 )
Juneau , A la ska  99811

Dear S en a to r  Co g h i l l :

I t  has come to  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a b i l l  o r  r e s o lu t i o n  b e fo r e  
th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  reg a rd in g  th e  naming o f  the  new South F a irb an ks  Expressway. 
As p ropo sed , t h i s  exDressway between th e  A i r p o r t  Road ove rpa ss  and the  p r o ­
posed R ichardson  Highway ove rp a s s  would be named the  "Bob M i t c h e l l  Memorial 
Exp ressway ."

I knew Bob s in c e  I was a c h i l d ,  and l a t e r  on had the  g r e a t  f o r t u n e  o f  
work ing f o r  him du r in g  my h igh schoo l and c o l l e g e  y e a r s :  I le a rn e d  a a r e a t  
dea l about l i f e  and th e  v a lu e  o f  good hard work du r ing  t h i s  t im e . Bob was 
a v e ry  f i n e  man, and was h e a v i ly  in v o lv e d  in  th e  deve lopment o f  t h i s  South 
Fa irb an ks  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a ,  r a i l  s p u r ,  and road  system .

I th in k  th a t the naming o f th is  exDressway a f te r  Bob would be a very 
f i t t i n g  t r ib u te  to  a f in e ,  h iqh ly-regarded in d iv id u a l. I would welcome 
and app rec ia te  you r support in  th is  m a tte r.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Pe te  Eagan 
Box 1170
F a i r b a n k s ,  A la ska  99707

Senator Jack Coghill 
Alaska State Leqislature 
Pouch V (MS 3100) 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Coghill: 

March 26, 1986 

It has come to my attention that there is a bill or resolution before 
the legislature regarding the namin9 of the new South Fairbanks Exnressway. 
As proposed, this exoressway between the Airport Road overpass and the pro­
posed Richardson Highway overpass would be named the ''Bob Mitchell Memorial 
Expressway." 

I knew Bob since I was a child, and later on had the 9reat fortune of 
working for him durinq my high school and college years! I learned a areat 
deal about life and the value of qood hard work durinq this time. Bob was 
a very fine man, and was heav1ly involved in the deveiopment of this South 
Fairbanks industrial area, rail spur, and road system. 

I think that the naming of this exoressway after Bob would be a very 
fitting tribute to a fine, hiqhly-regarded individual. I would welcome 
and appreciate your support in this matter. 

Sincerely. 

P~~-~AN 
Pete Eagan 
Box 1170 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99707 
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Monday, February 1,1908

\ ,  4  ̂ • «• •

L e t ’ s c a l l  th e  e x t e n s io n  t h e  P a r k s  H ig h w a y
• . . r -*V t* - ... > 4 ' f . M  —  - - • ■ * a i . •

By NANCY LEE  BAKER
The four-m ile extension o f the 

George Parks Highway will end by 
joining the Richardson Highway 
near the old 30th Street exit. The 
work is scheduled fo r completion in 
September 1980.

A move to call this four-mile sec­
tion the Robert J . Mitchell Ex­
pressway began in February 1986, 
when Sen. Jack Coghill and Rep. 
Steve Frank initiated Senate B ill 
.461 and an identical House b ill. 
They got through most committees 
but not to both floors due to press­
ures of the closing days.

' The same legislators are in the 
• process o f introducing the bills 
*' again this year. Since there was 
some opposition from  individuals 
two years ago (which did not keep 
them from trying to hustle the bills 
through in 1986), the approach this 
year appears to be to go directly to 
large bodies such as the city coun­
cil, borough assembly, Chamber of 
Commerce and its transportation 
committee fo r their public endorse­
ment. These endorsements are in-, 
tended to convey the broad approv-. 
al of Fairbanksans fo r this move.

In "talking around,”  however, I  
find almost no individual support 
for the resolutions these bodies en­
dorsed, except from some personal 

.< friends of the late Robert Mitchell.
! The consensus was to maintain the 

same name.
It  is understandable that at "first 

thought" it might seem like a good 
idea to name a new piece o f road 
after a friend, but the result o f sud­
denly changing the name of a high­
way that thousands of people will 
have been traveling on for 358 miles

G u e s t  O p i n i o n

at speeds in excess of 50 mph is not 
an inconsequential thing to be 
taken lightly. It  deserves serious 
"second thoughts.”  Some of them 
follow:

Confusion: The bottom line is, 
calling the last four miles anything 
but the Parks Highway would be 
confusing. It  is one continuous high­
way, doesn’t turn, get wider, nar­
rower, o r change in any way. A sign 
proclaimiiig you are a ll o f a $udden ‘ 

. on a different highway spells in- 
- slant confusion to a visitor to our 
area. This could precipitate slow1-, 
ing down, changing lanes, con­
versations with the “ co-pilot”  ab­
out how we got “ off course.”  Any 
one o f these reactions are a basis 
fo r possible accidents. ,

We are a tourist dependent eco­
nom y. We spend hundreds o f 
thousands of dollars attracting visi­
tors. Shouldn’ t we be more con­
siderate of them? Many of them are; 
older citizens, with slower reac­
tions in some cases, and driving 
less maneuverable vehicles w ith( 
the poor visibility that RV ’s often 
offer.

A d iffe ren t name could o ffe r u 
problems and expense to mapmak- ii

Map shows the route o f the Parks H ighway extension through South Fairbanks.
•. • jj, Map courtesy o f Nancy Lee Baker

Bers, as well as map readers who see • 
a different name (if there is room to 
print it) on what appears to be • 
Obviously the same highway. or.u iiv 

Where would the highway signs1,;: 
be placed to te ll drivers they are- 
now on a different highway,? Driv-: 
ing to the a irp o rt from  town, a -

\  -tyi*
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m o to r is t s  w ou ld  see  a s ig n  
announcing the exit to “ Highway 3, 
Parks Highway.’ ’. A few hundred 
feet la te r on a sign would say 
"H ighway 3 ,”  with a. d iffe ren t 
name. . i- .■<<■ .

Think seriously (until it becomes 
funny and you start laughing) of va­
rious possible confusions in giving 
directions about how to get “ from  
here to there”  when it requires get­

t in g  on or of f the new portion of road 
^should it have a different name.; $ ; ; 
v It Is worth noting that the en­
gineer who designed the highway is 
also "seriously concerned about , 
the confusion that would result i f  - 
the name of the new portion were to . 
be anything other than the Parks) 
Highway.”  t ..- m-i : \  ■ i 

Cost: It  will cost at least $10,000 to

: -..I I ; • . . ’ •:
remove the dozen or more signs 
that are already up at University, 
Peger, and Lathrop intersections 
and rep lace them with another 
name. I f  the new name has many 
more letters they will have to be 
made sm aller in order to fit the 
signs. The $10,000 could probably 
be better used fo r maintenance! 
Signs at University Avenue have 
been there fo r two years. It would 
be nice i f  they had squa tte r’ s 
rights! • .. • >} ,  -

In  answer to my "confusion con-, 
cerns,”  some legislators said the 
public would get used to it. The visi­
tors will not get used to it, and why 
should the local people have to go 
through the process? There are bet-; 
ter ways Jo commemorate people, 
.than to confuse the public. _ ]■

' Another consideration, in view of 
the recent attempt to avoid dupli­
cate street names in town. There is 
a Mitchell Avenue, named after the 
same Mitchell. It runs o ff Universi­
ty Avenue,, next to Erickson Ave­
nue, also named after a partner in 
the Ghemm Co. o f which Mitchell 
w asapartner. t’, . ;

The new portion of the highway 
can only be named by legislative 
action. This has not happened yet. 
but it is in the brewing stage* Let’s 
hope some legislator^ 'with grass 
roots encouragement i will speak uj 
and proooso a  hilli.to; name -it the 
Parks 1

Nancy L eo Baker Is'a 37-rear residei 
with an Interest In mapmr' ~
; (If/.IJ I'V.."'..

37 -re a r res 
aklng. ...
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Guest Opinion ,: I · The four-mile extension of the 
George Parks Highway will end by 
joining the Richardson HJghway 
near the old 30th Street exit. The 
work is scheduled for completion in 
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* I n t e r i o r  

B u s i n e s s  P r o d u c t s ,  I n c .
3180 Pegcr Road
P.O. Box 74690, Fairbanks. AK 99707 
907 456-1104

March  2 5 ,  1 9 8 6 .

To Whom I t  May C o n c e r n :

As a p r o p e r t y  owne r  and l i f e - l o n g  r e s i d e n t  o f  A l a s k a ,  I  
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  n am ing  o f  t h e  " 3 0 t h  Avenue  B y p a s s " ,  
t h e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y .
Bob M i t c h e l l  h a s  made a  l a s t i n g  im p a c t  on  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
o u r  c om m un i t y .  Mo re  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Bob  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  much o f  
t h e  g r o w th  i n  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  and  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  o f  Van K o r n  
R o a d .  H i s  v e r y  b u s i n e s s  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  Cushman S t r e e t ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  M e t r o  I n d u s t r i a l  A i r p o r t ,  i n s p i r e d  many 
o t h e r s  t o  f o l l o w .  W i t h o u t  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  and e a r l y  b e l i e f  i n  
F a i r b a n k s '  f u t u r e  t h e  n e ed  f o r  t h i s  b y p a s s  w ou ld  p r o b a b l y  be 
many y e a r s  y e t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
I t  w o u ld  b e  m o s t  f i t t i n g  t o  name t h i s  h ig hw a y  i n  h o n o r  o f  on e  
o f  A l a s k a ' s  p i o n e e r s  who g a v e  s o  much o f  h i s  t im e  t o  h i s  
c om m un i t y .  P l e a s e  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  " 3 0 t h  Avenue  B y p a s s "  t h e  
R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l  G o r d o n  
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t
l r / B G

I 
B p 

Interior 
Business Products, Inc. 

3180 Pcgcr Road 
P.O. Box 74690, Fairb:anks, AK 99707 
907 456-1104 

March 25, 1986. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

As a property owner and life-long resident of Alaska, I 
wholeheartedly support the naming of the "30th Avenue Bypass", 
the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway. 

Bob Mitchell has made a lasting impact on the development of 
our community. More specifically, Bob contributed to much of 
the growth in South Fairbanks and the area south of Van Horn 
Road. His very business located along Cushman Street, along 
with his development of Metro Industrial Airport, inspired many 
others to follow. Without his dedication and early belief in 
Fairbanks' future the need for this bypass would probably be 
many years yet in the future. 

It would be most fitting to name this highway in honor of one 
of Alaska's pioneers who gave so much of his time to his 
community. Please designate the "30th Avenue Bypass 0 the 
Robert J. Mitchell Expressway. 

Sincerely, 

Bill Gordon 
Vice President 

lr/BG 
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T w o  R i v e n  G ra n g e  N o .  3

Feb  r u a r y  2 ,  1 9 8 8
6 1 2 3  Cbena  Ho t  S p r i n g s  Road
F a i r b a n k s ,  A k . , 9 9 7 1 2

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S t e v e  F r a n k  
Pouch  V
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a - ,  9 9 8 1 1  

O ea r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n k :

Members o f  t h e  TWo R i v e r s  G r a n g e  # 3  u r g e  y ou  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  
y o u r  p l a n s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  name t h e  P a r k s  H ighway 
e x t e n s i o n  t h e  " R o b e r t  M i t c h e l l  H ig h w a y " .  O u r  o b j e c t i o n  i s  t o  
t h e  c o n f u s i o n  t h i s  w i l l  c r e a t e  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t o u r i s t s .  M a n y  

o f  u s  h a v e  t r a v e L e d  i n t o  c i t i e s  w h e r e  s t r e e t s  on  o n e  s i d e  o f  
t h e  r o a d  a r e  o n e  name and  a d i f f e r e n t  name on  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  
F a i r b a n k s  d o e s n ' t  n e ed  t h a t  s o r t  o f  c o n f u s i o n .  We u r g e  you  
t o  p r o p o s e  a b i l l  t o  name t h e  e x t e n s i o n  t h e  " P a r k s  H ig hw ay " .

Y o u r s  t r u l y ,
Two R i v e r s  C r a n e  #3

A l i c e  H. McKee ,  Sec

THE GRANGE 
AMERICA'S FAMILY COMMUNITY FRATERNITY 

Two Riven Grange No. 3 

February 2, 1988 

6129 Chena Hot Springs Road 

Fairbanks, Ak., 99712 

Rcpres~ntacive Steve Frank 

Pouc:h V 

Juneau, Alaska~ 99811 

Dear Representative Frank: 

Members of the TWo Rivecs Grange #3 urge you to reconsider 

your plans to i.ntroduce leqislation to name the Parks Highway 

extension the ''Robert Mitchell Highway". Our object.ion is t:o 

the confusion this will create especially for tourists. Many 

of us have traveled into cities where streets on one slde of 

the road a.re one name and a different name on the other side. 

Fairbanks doesn't need that sort of confusion. We urge you 

to propose a bill to name the extension the "Parks Highway". 

Yours truly, 

Two Rivers Crane #3 

Alice H. McKee, Sec . 



E v o l y n  M e l v i l l e  
2 5 2 6  O u t s i d e  B l v d .
N o r t h  P o l e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 5
F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 8

S e n a t o r  J o h n  ( J a c k )  C o g h i l l ,  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  J a c k ,
A t  o u r  Chamber  l u n c h  m e e t i n g  l a s t  w eek ,  we w e r e  g i v e n  some 
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a b i l l  y o u  a r e  c o - s p o n s o r i n g — t o  rename  
a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  G e o r g e  C . P a r k s  M e m o r i a l  H ig hw ay ,  f o r  R o b e r t  
M i t c h e l l .
Now y o u  know a s  w e l l  a s  I ,  t h a t  h i g h w a y s ,  r o a d s ,  s t r e e t s  and  
b y -w a y s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  n o t  a l l  t h a t  e a s y  t o  f o l l o w  b e c a u s e  o f  
l a c k  o f  s i g n i n g  o r  p o o r  s i g n i n g .  ( t h e  L ow e r  ’ 48 i s  n o t  much
b e t t e r  i n  many p l a c e s ) .  Why f u r t h e r  c o n f u s e  o u r  d e a r  f o l k s ,
v i s i t o r s  and  r e s i d e n t s  a l i k e ,  b y  c h a n g i n g  t h e  name o f  a 
h ig hw a y  r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h i n g s .
I  h a v e  n o  q u a r r e l  w i t h  n am ing  s o m e t h i n g  a f t e r  B obby  M i t c h e l l .
He was a  GOOD b a l l  p l a y e r ,  w o r k e d  h a r d  a t  h i s  c h o s e n  p r o f e s s i o n  
and  I  h a v e  known h im  e v e r  s i n c e  I  c a n  r em em be r .  H ow e v e r ,  t h e r e  
a r e  a c o u p l e  o f  m e m o r i a l s  t o  h im  a l r e a d y :  a  s t r e e t  named
M i t c h e l l  P l a c e ,  and  t h e  M i t c h e l l  Raceway o f f  Van H o rn  R o a d .
We w an t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  v i s i t o r s  and  A l a s k a n s  t o  v i s i t  u s  i n  t h e  
I n t e r i o r ,  and n o t  d r i v e  them c r a z y  w i t h  h ig h w a y s  t h a t  h a v e  n o  
name c o n t i n u i t y .
S u r e l y  y o u  and S t e v e  c an  t h i n k  o f  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  much l e s s  
d i s c o n s e r t i n g  i f  y o u  w i s h  t o  f u r t h e r  m e m o r i a l i z e  B obby  M i t c h e l l  
P l e a s e  r e c o n s i d e r  and w i t h d r a w  t h i s  b i l l .
T h an k s  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t im e  t o  r e a d  t h i s  l e t t e r .

c c .  S t e v e  F r a n k

Senator John (Jack) Coghill, 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska 

Dear Jack, 

Evolyn Melville 
2526 Outside Blvd. 
North Pole, Alaska 99705 

February 1, 1988 

At our Chamber lunch meeting last week, we were given some 
information regarding a bill you are co-sponsoring--to rename 
a portion of the George c. Parks Memorial Highway, for Robert 
Mitchell. 

Now you know as well as I, that highways, roads, streets and 
by-ways in Alaska are not all that easy to follow because of 
lack of signing or poor signing. (the Lower· '48 is not much 
better in many places). Why further confuse our dear folks, 
visitors and residents alike, by changing the name of a 
highway right in the middle of things. 

I have no quarrel with naming something after Bobby Mitchell. 
He was a GOOD ball player, worked hard at his chosen profession, 
and I have known him ever since I can remember. However, there 
are a couple of memorials to him already: a street named 
Mitchell Place, and the Mitchell Raceway off Van Horn Road. 

We want to encourage visitors and Alaskans to visit us in the 
Interior, and not drive them crazy with highways that have no 
name continuity. 

Surely you and Steve can think of something else much less 
disconserting if you wish to further memorialize Bobby Mitchell. 
rlease reconsider and withdraw this bill. 

Thanks for taking the time to read this letter. 
C ,.. ~~ ,~ 

/4,1.~i)[t]Jf ~. 
cc. Steve Frank 




