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The Finance Committee has considered HB 437

"An Act relating to naming the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway."

RECOMMENDS: |
[ ] replace with | [ ] the same title
[ ] attached amendment(s) [ ] a new title

J><f do pass
[ ] do not pass
] no recommendation
[ ] individual recommendations

[ ] additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS: ¢ letter of intent
ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):
[ ] fiscal impact ] same as previous fiscal note
[ ] zero fiscal note V published |
[ ] zero with analysis [¥ ] same as previous zero fiscal

note published
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STATE OF ALASKA 1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Bill Version: HB 437
REQUEST ....... Publish Date:

Revision Date: 2/23/88 Agency Affected: DOT&PF
Title: Replace Parks Highway Signs BRU: Northern Region
with Mitchell Expressway Signs
Sponsor: Trans. Committee Comppnents:
Requestor: Cato

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Tllousands oi: Dollars)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL | | 10.0 | I I T
REVENUE | " 1 | | T

FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL

10.0

- —

10.0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: See attached analysis

Prepared by: Ron Tanner Phone: 451-2276
Division: DOT&PF 7 Date: 2/23/88

Approved by Commissioner: Mark S. Hickey Date:-. 2/23/88
Agency: DOT&PF

Distribution (by preparer): m . "
Legislative Finance ha FEBS83SD3
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) of 2

Senate Secretary
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FISCAL NOTE ATTACHVENT
(Replace Parks Highway Signs with Mitchell Expressway Signs)

ANALYSIS:

The name change of this section of highway from Parks Highway to Mitchell
Expressway will require replacing the old signs with 271 square feet of
new signs. The contract price for the new SI%nS will ran(I;e between $40
%0 %?% 5866 square foot, placing the cost of the change between $8,688

0 $10,380.

It may be necessary to replace some of the support structures, as the
Pew mgns are larger than the old, due to the increase in the number of
etters In the Iegend.

Several of the gigns are located on signal mast arms and the increased
size of the sign Will necessitate checking the structural adequacy of
the signal poles and mast arms with new signs, |f the signal Poles are
not adequate for the new sign legend, it may become necessary to |
decrease the size of the_le?end elow what, i's considered acceptable in
the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.
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Introduced: 2/8/88 5-1831A
Referred: Transportation

IN THE HOUSE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
HOUSE BILL NO. 437
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to naming the Robert J. Mitchell
Expressway."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. FINDINGS. Robert J. Mitchell was a life-long Alaskan and
a life-long resident of the interior, born on November 2, 1918. Robert J.
Mitchell was an employee of the Alaska Road Commission during early adult-
hood and was a founder of Mitchell Truck and Tractor, an early Interior
transportation company. Robert J. Mitchell was also one of the founders of
GHEMM, Inc., an important Alaska construction firm and was one of the first
persons to develop the potential of the current south Fairbanks industrial
area. Through Robert J. Mitchell®"s efforts, a major vrail spur fronm
Fairbanks through the south Fairbanks industrial area to the east side of
the International Airport was constructed. The new South Fairbanks
Expressway 1is routed immediately adjacent to the area that Robert J.
Mitchell was so deeply involved with before passing away on February 23,
1980. Robert J. Mitchell left behind a legacy of a strong family unit,
friendship to all, knowledge ofthe value of positive thought, and un-
daunting faith in the future ofFairbanks and Alaska. The legislature
wishes to remember Robert J. Mitchell ™ positive contribution to the people
of the Interior and to the development of the south Fairbanks industrial
area. It is to accomplish this goal that thesection of the Alaska Highway
System from the new Airport Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway is
to be named the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway.

* Sec. 2. AS 35.40 1is amended by adding a new section to read:

HB0437A -1- HB 437



Sec. 35.40.030. ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY. The South Fair—
banks Expressway between the Parks Highway and Airport Road inter—
change to the Richardson Highway 1is named the Robert J. Mitchell

Expressway.

HB 437 -2- HBO437A



ROBERT J. MITCHELL
Pioneer Memorial Service

First United Methodi
Fairbanks, a
Februarg 27, 1

1:00 p.m.

Cnurch

>

Brother Robert J. Mitchell, known to his many friends as
"Mitch" was a life-long Alaskan.He was born in Fairbanks on
November 2, 1918, the son of Eliza and Charles Mitchell. His
mother, Eliza Hatch Mitchell, attended school in Fairbanks and
later worked in the Fairbanks Postoffice for many years. His
father, Charles, was associated with Waetcher Brothers and was a
member of Igloo #4, Pioneers of Alaska,Roll Call number 1597,
Mitch and his sister, Dorothy Hardy, grew up in Fairbanks and
attended local schools. On occasions, in reminiscing about his
school days, Mitch would grin and remark "what a difficult time
Benj i Adler had with him in her English class." During high school
he played basketball, a game in which he maintained an active
interest throughout his life. After graduating from Fairbanks
High School in 1936, he continued to play basketball as a member
of "Sticky" Griffins Wolverines in a league that had players such
as John Butrovich, Joe Franich, Bill Stroecker, Jack Wilbur and
the Ringstad brothers. When queried about the success of his team,
his answer was, "We played a lot of games but Johnny Butrovich's
team always seemed to come out ahead."

Like many other local boys, Mitch worked forthe Alaska Road
Commission during high school summer vacations and later he was
employed full-time in the various highway camps in the Fairbanks
District. He did his job with enthusiasm and was always interested

in learning more about his work from experienced fellow workers.



The result was that he developed a knowledge of heavy-duty equipment,
construction and transportation that would serve him well in the
years to come. His sense of detail and balance also came into

focus while working with the road convr:$i;ion. About 1937, Bob,
after receiving a paycheck, decided that he was being under paid

for the period. He went to Frank Nash with his analysis and Frank
took him to the time-keeper who showed "Mitch" that he was credited
with all the hours that he had worked. The offsetting feature was
that "Mitch" was attending too many meal sittings and that his
account was being deducted for every one of them.

After service in the Army during World War Il in Alaska, Canada
and Montana, he returned to Fairbanks and his stories of the "Fighting
83rd" provided amusement for his associates--but often left the
conclusions to their imagination,

The happiest day of Mitch's life was on January 20, 1945, when
he married Mary Maureen Ludvigson, a vivacious, petite girl who
had come from Barron, Wisconsin, to work for Metcalf, Hamilton
Kansas City Bridge Company at Ladd Field during World War [I.  Bob
and Mary continued to live in Fairbanks and were blessed with three
children, Gregory Charles Mitchell, Janelle Lois Weaver and Judith

Louise Jasperson, all, who with their respective spouses, Jacquelyn,
Tom and Jim, reside in Fairbanks. Grandchildren are Joann and

Douglas Weaver, Peggy Jasperson, Roberta and Gregory Mitchell II.
After returning to Fairbanks, Mitch, with his life-time friend

Clyde Geraghty, formed Mitchell Truck and Tractor, Inc.

The  Company was one of the early pioneer trucking companies

hauling over the Richardson Highway from Valdez. The two partners

were forward looking and always searching for more efficiency that

resulted in such innovative equipment as a booster engine and drive



train for hill climbing--a unit that was installed under the flat
bed of a 30-foot semi-trailer.

In 1952, Bob Mitchell, together with Clyde Geraghty, Carl
Heflinger, Carl Erickson and Harvey Marlin, Jr., formed GHEMM
Company, Inc. This company started out in earth work and equipment
rental and has grown over the years, performing general contract
work throughout central, northern and western Alaska, including
construction of the Alyeska pipeline-highway Yukon River Bridge
-jointly with the Monson-Osherg group of Seattle, Washington.  Good
friend Conrad Frank joined Ghemm Company in 1959,

In 1957, Bob formed Tip Top Chevrolet, together with other
longtime Fairbanks associates such as Bob Ginther and Clyde Geraghty
and was President of this company. He was also a partner in Metro
Company and Tria Company and was President of New State Lands, Inc.

In the early 1950's, GHEMM Company performed several difficult
construction jobs jointly with Guy and Dick Rivers and also one
fairly large bridge job across the Susitna Riwver at Sunshine on
the Parks Highway jointly with the Rivers Brothers and Bill Vehmier
of Fairbanks.

One of the original Mitchell Truck and Tractor employees, Willis
Lundberg, is still with GHEMM Co., Inc. Bob and Willie always
worked together through thick and thin to make things come out for
the company.

Bob Mitchell was an enthusiastic Fairbanks booster with an
outgoing personality that gave an air of welcome and confidence to
those with whom he came in contact. He was instrumental in the
development of many beautiful residental subdivisions and the
industrial area o'f South Fairbanks and Metro Field including its



airport and the rail spur to the International Airport. Mitchell
Truck and Tractor participated in the development of Mitchell
Subdivision, Lemeta, Aurora and Westgate. Later, GHEMM Company, Inc.
was involved with New State Lands in Fairwest and Edanella.

"Mitch" was especially proud of Metro Airport and the Railroad
Spur to the International Airport. His associates often joked that
when a tanker train went by or a Here or other large airplane
landed, Mitch was probably out there standing at attention in salute.

During these years, Bob was an instrument rated pilot and would
fly personnel and needed parts and equipment to the projects to
help keep the jobs on schedule.

Mitch was always dedicated to leading young people and from
him many fortunate young men and women learned skills in the operation
of equipment and most of all, the value of hard work, a positive
approach to all endeavors and attention to detail. The young
people who worked for him were very concerned about performing their
job correctly as he had directed but all too frequently when he
would-be away from the scene, some unfortunate event would happen,
such as a tractor getting stuck. They would try with feverish
desperation to correct the problem but invariably he would return
before recovery had been made, would quickly survey the problem,
then simply climb on the tractor and walk it out or do some sort
of thing "so apparently simple"to overcome the problem. Many of
these young people are here now and will be carrying on for the.
good of the community and future generations.

Bob was a special person who was enthusiastic and energetic
in all of his activities. More often than not he could be found

on a tractor at 4:30 - 5:00 a.m. catching up on work that needed'



to be done to assure continuity of projects. Also, he was a man
of action and has been known to stimulate activities of others
by throwing a full bucket of ice water on a partner enjoying a
leisure shower. You can imagine the results.

Hls excellent personality and sense of humor were catching and,
as a result, he was highly respected by his fellowman in all walks
of life and those who camein contact with him were that much
better off because of the association,

Mitch's philosophy of [ife can be summarized to a degree by
the following thoughts.
1. There is far moretime and money lost by indecision than
by wrong decision and his success proved the point,

2. No matter how difficult or adverse a problem, treat it

as an opportunity.
3. When the going gets tough, the tough get going.

Brother Robert J. Mitchell, Roll Call Number 2194, joined
lgloo #4, Pioneers of Alaska on October 2, 1951. He passed away
in Palm Springs, California on February 23, 1980 while in the company
of his friend and partner of long standing, Clyde Geraghty. He
Is survived by his widow, Mary, who resides at the family home at
665 - 10th Avenue, Fairbanks and his children and grandchildren.

His sister, Dorothy, preceded him in death.

The outstanding contributions that Brother Robert J. Mitchell
has made to family, friends and colleagues will be long remembered.
Fairbanks and Alaska are that much richer for his having come
this way and pioneered on various fronts for the benefit of society

in the true tradition of Alaskan Pioneers.
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f«g#_]f@k,-_ One doesn’'t have to look far to see the m arks
RobertlJ. Mitchell left on Fairbanks, and we'll all m iss
his brand of full-speed-ahead promotion foralong time.

Bob M itchell was born here in 1918 and devoted Ids
w hole life to his belief that Fairbanks has a big place in
Alaska's future. He had a contagious enthusiasm for
the future of the Interior, and he never avoided the hard
work necessary tom ake his efforts pay o ff.

Ail of Mr. M itchell's work was important to him .
but perhaps his biggest dream was the development of
industrial property south of Fairbanks. He's the man
who <convinced other businessmen to finance and
donate the m aterials and labor necessary to build the
rail spur to Fairbanks International Airport. It might
have been done eventually, but his efforts got it In time
to serve through the trans-AJaska pipeline years and
provide low-cost Jet fuel shipping from the North Pole
Refinery now.

He and his partners also Invested their own labor
and encouragement In Metro Field and some of the
Industries that have grown up around it after this in-
dustrial airpsirk opened. This was Mr.wM itchell’'s way—
he never waited for things to happen; he made them
happen.

That's the way things were ever since he came
back from his World War Il hitch to get married and
form Mitchell Truck and Tractor, a pioneer name m
Richardson Highway transportation. He was also
president of Tip-Top Chevrolet, one of the founders of
Ghemm Co.. a partner tn Metro Company and Tria
Company and president of New State Lands Inc Both
his family and his businesses are still here, and still
thriving. -

But perhaps Mr M itchell's greatest contribution
was the lasting spirit ho left here through his work arid
inspiration for young people in Fairbanks He was as
devoted to our com munity as ne was to the business
world, ar.d because of that we'll never forgot Bob
M itchell and the special touch he had in making our
town n better place to live

* * u I »
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Still another inmale, in for selling
marijuana, said he has refused to go
before lhe parole board and will instead
serve his full three years rather than
play games with a parole hearing

"1 had Rev. lLvons say that I'm an
insult to come up tor parole.” one in-
mate said

“This is my lirst adult offense.” one
man testified, but the board dwelled on

Robert Mitchell

A memorial service for Robert J
Mitchell, president of Tip-Top
Chevrolet and one of Ihe founders of
Ghemm Co. will be Wednesday at |
p m at Ilhe United Methodist Church,
yl5Second Avc

The service will be conducted jointly
hv the church and the Pioneers of
Alaska

Mitchell. 61. died Saturday while
vacationing in Palm Desert. Calif.

He wis born in Fairbanks Nov. 2.
1918. to Eliza and Charles Mitchell and
had lived here all his life

Mitchell altended grade school and
high school in Fairbanks, graduating in
1936. He was active in basketball and
played with "Slicky" Griffins
Wolverines in ihe same league as John
Butrovich. Joe Framch. Hill Stroecker,
Jack Wilbur and the Rmgstad brothers.

After serving inihe U S Army during
World War If in Alaska. Canada and
Montana, he formed Mitchell Truck
and Tractor Inc with Clyde Geraghty

He married Mary' Maureen lud-
vigson on Jan. 20. 194Y Their three
children. Gregory Charles Mitchell.
Janelle Lois Weaver and Judith Ixiuise
Jasperson. live in Fairbanks.

The Mitchells grandchildren are
Joann and Douglas Weaver. Peggy
Jasperson. Roherla Mitchell and

Gregory Mitchell If

Mitchell Truck and Tractor was one
of the early trucking companies hauling
over the Richardson Highway from
Valdez

R built such innovative equipment as
a booster engine and drive tram lor
climbing hills that was installed under
the flattH.'dol a :m loot scrm trailer

A 1932 Mitchell lormed Ghemm Co
with Geraghty. Carl Hctlinger. Carl
Erickson and Harvey Marlin Jr.

Ghemm began in earth work and
equipment rental and expanded over
the years to perform general contract
work throughout Alaska In a joint
effort with a Selttle company, Ghemm
built the Yukon River Bridge

In 1957 Mitchell founded TipTop
Chevrolet along with other longtime
Fairbanks residents. He was also a
partner in Metro Company and Tria

ATTENT

snouid have

and several

‘nurd

members,

Imughl  mt>
professional
said yes

Inmales also said they would like to
have hallway houses lo help them re-
integrate into society

"We have a lot of people in here for
three and lour years liecauso they got
drunk or led their areas ol residence
without Ihe parole board's permission
It cosis ihe slate $26,000 a year to keep a
man in here-ovcr adrunkl It's pretty
serious." one inmale said

rite Wednesday

ROBERT M ITCHELL

Company and was president of New
State tjnds Inc

He was instrumental in developing
several subdivisions and the industrial
area south ot Fairbanks

“Mitch." as he was known lo his
friends was dedicated lo leading young
people and instilling in them the’valuc
ot hard work and a positive approach lo
life.

The family asks that memorials be
given to the Alaska Special Olympics.
1021 Kellum St. or to the United
Methodist Church

Honorary pallbearers are Peter
Kagan. Kandy Frank. Steve Frank.
Mike Geraghty. Steve Geraghtv.
Robbie Gunther. Bill Gordon. Harvey
Marlin 111 Gary Norrgard, Gary
Wilkecn Carl Erickson. Con Frank.
Clyde Geraghty. Harvey Marlin Jr.,
Rob Beltisworth Jack Cook. Jim
Diermger. Dan Eagan. Bob Gunlher,
Rud Meycres Francis O Connor Ralph
Paden Mark Ringstad. Jack Wailbur,
Clyde Hovik Gene Rogge. Gene Miller.
Harry Porler. CIliff Burglin, Wally
Burnett Tom Miklautsch and I-eij
Scholtfeldt
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Greater Fairbanks ~ 1 2 m b e r Ot Commerce

First National Center PO llov 74446
100 Cushman Street ¥07) 4SJH0i Fairbanks. Alaska 9707

RESOLUTION 1 - 1287

A RESOLUTION NAMING THE ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY

WHEREAS, P.obart J. Mitchell was a life-long Alaskan and a life-long resident
of the interior, born on November 2, 1918 and;

WHEREAS, Mr. Mitchell was an employee of the Alaska Road Commission during
early adulthood and, was a founder of Mitchell Truck and Tractor
an early Interior Alaska transportation company and,

WHEREAS, Robert J. Mitchell was one of the founders of GHEMM, Inc., and
was one of the first persons to develop the potential of the cur—
rent South Fairbanks industrial area and;

WHEREAS, Through Robert J. Mitchell®"s efforts, a major rail spur from Fair—
banks through the South Fairbanks industrial area to the east
side of the international Airport was constructed and;

WHEREAS, The new South Fairbanks Expressway 1is routed immediately adjacent
to the area that Robert J. Mitchell was so deeply involved with
before passing away on February 23, 1980 and;

WHEREAS, Robert J. Mitchell left behind a legacy of strong family unit,
friendship to all, knowledge of the value of positive thought,
and undaunting faith in the future of Fairbanks and Alaska and;

WHEREAS, The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce wishes to to remember
Robert J. Mitchell®"s positive contribution to the people of the
interior and to the development of the South Fairbanks industrial
area,

NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: that the section of the Alaska Highway Systen
from the new Airport Road Interchange to the Richardson Highway
is to be named the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway.



SOUTH FAIRBANKS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

P.0. Box 60389
Fairbanks, Alaska 99706
(907) 456-7986

A RESOLUTION NAMING THE ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY

WHEREAS: Robert J. Mitchell was a life-long resident of the interior,
born on November 2t 1918 and,

WHEREAS: Mr, Mitchell was an employee of the Alaska Road Commis-
sion during early adulthood, and was a founder of Mitchell Truck and
Tractor, an early Interior Alaska transportation company.

WHEREAS: Robert J. Mitchell was one of the founders of GHEMM,
Inc. an important Alaska construction firm and was one of the first

persons to develop the potential of the current South Fairbanks industrial
area and,

WHEREAS: Through Robert J. Mitchell's efforts,, a major rail spur
from Fairbanks through the South Fairbanks industrial area to the east
side of the International Airport was constructed and,

WHEREAS: The new South Fairbanks Expressway is routed immedi-
ately “aHjacenT to the area that Robert J. Mitchell was so deeply involved
with before passing away on February 23, 1980 and,

WHEREAS: Robert J. Mitchell left behind a legacy of strong family
unit, friendship to all, knowledge of the value of positive thought, and
undaunting faith in the future of Fairbanks and Alaska and,

WHEREAS: The South Fairbanks Business Association wishes to
remember Robert J. Mitchell's positive contribution to the people of the
Interior and to the development of the South Fairbanks industrial area,

NOW BE iT THEREFORE RESOLVED: that the section of the Alaska
Highway System from the' new Airport Road Interchange to the Richardson
Highway is to be named the Robert J. Mitchell Expressway.

This resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the South Fair-
banks Business Association December 18, 1987,

Charles P. Rees, 1st Vice-President

CPR:cab: SFBA2:form: P3



Introduced by: Mayor and Council
Date: December 21/ 1987
RESOLUTION NO. 2918

A RESOLUTION_TO MEMORIALIZE AND NAME THE
ROBERT J. MITCHELL EXPRESSWAY.

WHEREAS/ Robert J. Mitchell, a life-long Alaskan
and resident of theinterior/ was in early adulthood an
employee of the Alaska Road Commission anda founder of
Mitchell Truck and Tractor, an early interior Alaska
transportation company; and

WHEREAS, Mitchell was one of the founders of
GHEMM, Inc., an important Alaska construction firm, and was one
of the first persons to develop the potential of the current
South Fairbanks industrial area; and

WHEREAS, through Mitchell's efforts a rail spur
was constructed from Fairbanks through the South Fairbanks
industrial area to the east side of the international airport,;
and

WHEREAS, the new South Fairbanks Expressway is
immediately adjacent to the area developed by Mitchell and with
which he was deeply involved before passing away on
February 23, 1980; and

WHEREAS, Mitchell left behind a legacy of the
strong family unit, friendship to all, knowledge of the value
of positive thought and undaunted faith in the future of
Fairbanks and Alaska; and



WHEREAS, the City of Fairbanks wishes to remember
Robert J. Mitchell's positive contribution to the people of the
interior and to the development of the South Fairbanks

industrial area.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, that the section of the
Alaska Highway System from the new Airport Road Interchange to
the Richardson Highway is to be named the Robert J. Mitchell
Expressway.

PASSED and APPROVED this 21st day of December,
1987,

BILL WALLEY, Mayor
ATTEST:

CARMA B. ROBERSON, City Clerk

0090Z
ph: Db

Page 2



March 26, 1986

Senator Jack Coghill
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V. (MS 31 02}
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Coghill:

It has come to my attention that there is a bill or resolution before
the legislature regarding the naming of the new South Fairbanks Expressway.
As proposed, this exDressway between the Airport Road overpass and the pro-
Eg(spercéssvlvcahya,r,dson Highway overpass would be named the "Bob Mitchell Memorial

| knew Bob since | was a child, and later on had the great fortune of
working for him durln% my high school and college years: | learned a areat
deal about life and the value of good hard work durln? this time. Bob was
a very fine man, and was heavily involved in the development of this South
Fairbanks industrial area, rail” spur, and road system.

| think that the naming of this exDressway after Bob would be a very
fitting tribute to a fine, highly-regarded individual. | would welcome
and appreciate your support in this matter.

Sincerely,

Pete Eagan
Box 117
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707
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\ , 4 A o

Let’'scall the extension the Parks H |ghway

. r t >4 f . W —--e m* g i
NANC[Y LEE BAKEF
The our-mile eXtenS|0n 0T the

Georae Parks Highway will.end b GuestOpinion

0|n|r9 e |chgar\3/33/n H|ﬂ Z

eaLt e ﬂd 30tg Street exit, Th

work Is scheduled for completion in

September 198 ats eeds in excess,of %mph IS not
movetocalthlsfourmllesec |nco se quential thing to be

tion the Robert Mitchell Ex- taken | It deserves senous

alregrslwae)r/] be an in F% ruargl secon th oughts Some of them

Steve Franf< |n|t|atgd Senate B PI ? The botfom ||nﬁ

.41 and aw identical House bill. ca |ngt ast ourmlesanm g
% ott n}g most committees  but the Parks Hi hwa}q

but 10 bolt loors due to press-  confusing. Itisonecont UOUShI

ures o the closing days. way, doesnt turn, get wider, n

' The same le rower orgh ang ein

I
islators are in the way, Asign
groces of mt%oducm the bills mcadple”r%rv]t ?fe\%ﬁ sgiﬂgd%

ain this Jedl fSInce tderedwas - Jant confusion 16 2 V|3|tor t0 our
some v QOSI o rom INAIVIGUA'S  areq, This could %)re(:lnltate slow},

two ago. (which did n tke
n¥ om E%G tohustet hﬁS {,%?Sgﬁgm V(\;Itﬁnt ngc(anelgt”cgg Map shows the route ofthe Parks Highway extension through South Fairbanks.

rou in roach this . . i
year earstobeto%)odlreetoyu outhowwe ot o?fcou se.” Any i Map courtesy o fNancy Lee Baker

ne of these Teactions are a hasis ~
ar e d|es such as t 9C|%C 0r possible accaldents motorists would see 3| remove thé dozen or more 3|gns 'Another consideration, |nV|ewo
borough assembl ber of

r Ml nden announcm theeX|tto“H| that are already up af University, the recent attempt to av0| du
Cgrr%anmlerceefgpghét”pu%ﬂ% eonr(ti%trlsoen nomesyaeatou?st dﬁ%en reeése C(?f far sI ?% ' A few le red Peger and LaYh In ersectlﬂs catest}r}eeltname Intown, T g IS
men T Sop e orsemenés are in- thousands of dolarsattract|ngv|s| eef ater on a SIﬂqﬂ woud say an Pace them Wlt another aMitche AVﬁnue namePa tert g

g o)

tors. Shoyldn't we be more’ con- H hway 3," wi ifferenit  name. If the new name has many —same Mitchell. It runs off Universi-

ﬁnfeF togon\éegtef [030 approv-. O%rateohﬁemonﬁane Phgmcgre g y| - more etter they w JI have 0 Ry t Aenue,,nex(s to Erickson Ave-

dl O Fairbanksans for tis move 01 er citizens, with éfower reac- "o serious! nntllltbecomes made smaller I order 10 |t{J S0 name {teh ﬁartner n

In "talking around,” however, | tjons in some ¢ driving  funn and}/oust rtlaugh r? %egns The 100?0 could proba lY eG emm Co. of whic Mltche
Imgiin better used for maintenance!  wasapartner.

find almost no individual sy ort maneuver 7 vehicles with( rou ossbecon usIons

frtheresoluu?nsthese%o dieten %%Spo(?r \?|%|§|I?ty%ha% R(\:/essoften( drections b bout how to get "front  Signs at University Avenue havg

irorse exc gf romsome'&ersona heretotheﬁa whenltre(fune get been there fortwo?ears It woul The new ort|0n0 the h| hwa
lends of the [ate Robert Mitchell ,&d| fferent name could off rutlngonoro thenewport onofr aatlvg

ag be nice If they had squatter's can only bé named
| The consensus was to maintain the problems ndex ense to mapmak- sou |thavea |fferent name $: qhts oLy - action. ¥ his has not Xgpene yet.
same name. er aswe asm rea erswho see ¢ v It ls notlng[t at the en- nanswertom confu5|on oon, Rutlt |3|nthe brFW| e*Lets
Itlsunderstandablethatat frs (h fe[entnam § ifthere is room to neerw dhehlgélwagls ce slators said the  hope some legislator®” gﬁ
thought” It mi htseemhkea 0od [)mt It H t appears to be. SO S nous concerned ab ICWOU et se foit. T EVISI rootsencoura ement|w| speak U
063 10 nam p|eceo 9oa viously the same Pighway. or.uijv t e conf usion at would resut| Horsuil not etuse t0 It andwhy and proooso & hilli.to; name -it t

ferafriend, utt eresu su Where would ihgm hwz’% i nsl tenameo th enewRortlonwereto .should the local Jaeop% have t%g[o Parks 1
aenly chan Ina th enameo e placed t? tel hlv s t % e anythlng other than the Parks throu hthe roCess? Ihereare

hatt ou ndso now on a different ? [v-; Ig Iy ter ways ocommem%rate people, ncyL Ba]kerlsaml rearre5|de|
ha e eentrave ngonf r3 8m ing to the airport from"town,a-  Cost tW|||costat|east$10 OOOto 1 an to confuse the publi = withariInterest In mapmat
(If/ .-
\ tyi*

L p— i

o O



X

Interior
Business Products, Inc.

3180 Pegcr Road
P.O. Box 74690, Fairbanks. AK 99707
907 456-1104

March 25, 1986

To Whom It May Concern:

As a property owner and life-long resident of Alaska, |
wholgheartedly supﬁom the naming of the "30th Avenue Bypass",
the Robert J."Mitchell Expressway

Bob Mitchell has made a lasting |mpact on the development of
our community. More specificdlly, Bob contributed to much of
the growth in South Falrbanks and the area south of Van Korn
Road. His very business located along Cushman St reet, . along
with his development of Metrg Industrial Airport, inspired Mmany
others to follow. Without his dedication and early belief in
Fairbanks' future the need for this bypass would probably be
many years yet in the future.

It would be most fitting to name this highway in honor of one
of Alaska's B oneers who gave so much of” his"time to his
cmEmunny. lease de3|%nate the "30th Avenue Bypass" the
Robert J Mitchell Expressway.

Sincerely,

B.ill Gordon

Vice President
Ir/BG
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TwonenGrmgeNm3

Feb ruary 2, 1988
6123 Chena Hot Springs Road
Fairbanks, Ak., 99712

Representative Steve Frank
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska-, 99811

Oear Representative Frank:

Members of the TWo Rivers Grange #3 urge you to reconsider
your plans to introduce legislation to name the Parks Highway
extension the "Robert Mitchell Highway". Our objection is to
the confusion this will create especially for tourists. wany
of us have travelLed into cities where streets on one side of
the road are one name and a different name on the other side.
Fairbanks doesn't need that sort of confusion. We urge you
to propose a bill to name the extension the "Parks Highway",

Yours truly,
Two Rivers Crane #3

Alice H. McKee, Sec



Evolyn Melville

2526 Qutside Blvd.

North Pole, Alaska 99705
February 1, 1988

Senator John (Jack) Coghill,
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Jack,
hamber lunch meetmn last week, we were given some

lon reﬁardlng a hill you are co-sponsoring— to rename
n of the George C. Parks Memorial Highway, for Robert
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ways, roads, streets and
y to follow because of
Lower "48 is nof much
onfuse our dear folks,
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after Bobby Mitchell,

p at his chosén profession
and | have known h|m an remember. However, there
are coan oria im already: astreet named
Mltchell Iace and the MitchellRacewdy off Van Horn Road.

We want to encourage visitors and Alaskans to visit us in the
Interior, and not drive them crazy with highways that have no
name continuity,

ave no quarrel wit
He was a GOOD ball pl

5O
Q_:
[{e»]

SHEOh it SJeke R 1010 Bl SRR ES7 SRS I e
Please re cong3|deryand wﬂhéraw F| b|II y M
Thanks for taking the time to read this letter.

cc. Steve Frank





