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O f f e r e d :  2 / 8 / 8 8
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

5 - 1 5 5 5 B

c
O r i g i n a l  sponsors: Adams, T a y l o r

and K o p o n e n

BY  T H E  HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  A N D
1 IN T HE H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 345 (HESS)

3 IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T HE S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 For an A c t  entitled: "An A ct r e l a t i n g  to c o r o ners' i n q u e s t s . "

7 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 *  S e c t i o n  1. AS 12 . 6 5 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

9 Sec. 12.65.020. DUTIES. (a) W h e n  a p e r s o n  dies u n a t t e n d e d  b y  a

10 p h y s i c i a n ,  or w h e n  no p h y s i c i a n  is p r e p a r e d  to e x e c u t e  the c e r t i f i c a t e

11 of d e a t h  p r e s c r i b e d  by AS 18.50 (Vital S t a t i s t i c s  Act) [THE V I T A L

12 S T A T I S T I C S  A C T ] , the c o r o n e r  a s s i g n e d  to s e r v e  the p l a c e  w h e r e  the

^  13 d e a t h  o c curs may, by w r i t t e n  order, d i r e c t  a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  to v i e w

14 * the r e m a i n s  of the d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  a nd to p e r f o r m  the p o s t  m o r t e m

15 e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  ar. autopsy, n e c e s s a r y  to m a k e  a p r o p e r  deter-

16 m i n a t i o n  of the cause of d e a t h  a n d  to e x e c u t e  t he p r e s c r i b e d  d e a t h

17 c e r t i f i c a t e .  W h e n  the m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  has c o m p l e t e d  [UPON T H E  COM-

18 P L E T I O N  OF] the e x a m i n a t i o n ,  the e x a m i n e r  shall, w i t h o u t  delay, submit

19 a repo r t  of the findi n g s  a n d  c o n c l u s i o n s  to the coroner.

20 ( b ) T he c o r o n e r  ma y  [SHALL] o r d e r  an inquest u n d e r  this c h a p t e r

21  if the f i n d i n g s  and c o n c l u s i o n s  of  the m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h

22 o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  to the coroner, w a r r a n t  the inquest.

23 O t h e r w i s e  the c o r o n e r  shall e n t e r  an o r d e r  d i s p e n s i n g  w i t h  the inquest

24  a nd s h all r e cord the c e r t i f i c a t e  of d e a t h  as p r e s c r i b e d  by law.

25 * Sec. 2. A S  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 4 0  is rc.'ualpd and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

26 Sec. 12.65.040. I N Q U I R Y  I N T O  C A U S E  O F  DEATH. (a) W h e n  in-

27 f o r m e d  that a p e r s o n  has b e e n  k i l l e d  b y  a n o t h e r  or  h^s d i e d  u n d e r  cir-

28 c u m s t a n c e s  that a f f o r d  a r e a s o n a b l e  g r o u n d  to suspect that t h e  d e a t h

^  29 is the r e sult of a c r ime or  suicide, t he c o r o n e r  m ay i n q u i r e  u n d e r

H B 0 3 4 5 B  - 1 -  CSHB 3 4 5 (H E S S )
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A S  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 5 0  - 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 9 0  i nto the cause and m a n n e r  of death.

(b) I n  d e c i d i n g  w h e t h e r  to c o n duct an i n q u e s t ,  the c o r o n e r  s h a l l  

m a k e  a p r e l i m i n a r y  e x a m i n a t i o n  o r  d i r e c t  a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  to c o n duct 

the e x a m i n a t i o n  a nd r e p o r t  findings. O n  the b a s i s  of t he p r e l i m i n a r y  

e x a m i n a t i o n ,  the c o r o n e r  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  an  i n q uest is w a r ­

r a n t e d  and, if w a r r a n t e d ,  c o n d u c t  the inquest.

(c) T h i s  s e c t i o n  does not a p p l y  if the d e a t h  w i l l  be i n q u i r e d  

into by  a g r a n d  jury.

CSHB 3 4 5 (H E S S ) -2- H B 0 3 4 5 B



S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  1988 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N
F I S C A L  N O T E

REQ.PESEi.
Bill Version: 
Publish Date:

HB 3 4 5 C F i * >)
1 / 1 8 / 8 8

Revision Date:
Title: An act relating to coroner's

inquests 
Sponsor: Adams & Taylor
Requestor: House Finance

Agency Affected: 
BRU:

Alaska Court System 
Trial Courts

Components:

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
Personal Services . .
Travel . .
Contractual . .
Supplies . .
Equipment . .
Land & Structures . .
Grants & Claims . . • • • • • • • • • • • • « • • • • • • • • •

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL . .

REVENUE ...................................................................

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
General Funds

o
.

o

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Federal Funds . .
Other . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 9 •

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

POSITIONS:
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS.; (Attach a separate page._if_Jie_ce.s.sarv)_

No fiscal impact.

Prepared by:/aan Strandberg, General Counsel 
Division: Alaska Court System

Approved by: Arthur H. Snowden, -llv Administrative Director Date: 
Agency: Alaska Court System —  ••• "•

Phone: 
Date:

264-8228
2-1-83

2-1-88

Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management & Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)
Senate Secretary

i •. • ■•/ i > \

I  -j r - O  A'.QP.R£ '^8 

I -r—  rp ’JrLi.Viia• • •» *1 1 *
P a g e  1 of 1



A l a s k a  §>tate ffiwitslatmre

H o u s e  o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s

Official Business

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

RE:

A 1  A d a m s

Chairman Committee on Finance
February 9, 1988 

Finance Committee Members

WHILE IN SESSION 
P.O. Box V  
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-3706

O U T  O F  SESSION 
P.O. Box 333 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3320

1024 W. 6th 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

(907) 274-0615

rmanRepresentative Al Adams, 
House Finance Committee

HB 345, "An Act relating to coroners' 
and providing for an effective date."

inquests;

The intent of this bill is to allow coroners the discretion 
in cases where the cause of death is clear, but statutes 
demand inquest proceedings, to be able to decide not to 
hold the inquest proceedings.

In particular, situations have arisen in my district in 
cases of suicide where the preponderance of evidence left 
no doubt of the cause of death, but coroners were left no 
discretionary ability. The inquest process put families of 
the deceased through unnecessary grief and incurred costs 
to a court system already functioning with a minimum of 
staff.

Beyond remedying this situation, there is another problem 
in the state of a lag time between suicidal deaths and that 
information being obtained by the Bureau of Vital Statistics. 
This has occurred because of the inquest procedure in these 
cases delaying information being given to the Bureau. One 
problem cited in The Daily News series on suicides among 
Alaska Natives touched on this issue of inaccurate records 
of suicidal deaths because of this delay.
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For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to coroners' inquests;
and providing for an effective date."

This Act amends AS 12.64 to allow the coroner discretion in 
deciding the need for an inquiry in the case of a death where 
the deceased is unattended by a physician or when no physician 
is prepared to execute the certificate of death. It further 
allows the coroner discretion in deciding the need for a formal 
inquiry in the case of a death that may have been occasioned 
by criminal means.

This increased coroner discretion will prevent the time and 
expense of unwarranted inquiries.

Position

This bill would have no direct impact on the Department of 
Health and Social Services. The position of the department 
is neutral.

Recommended by:

Date:

Director
Division of Public Health

I S

Approved by;

Date:

h  ] L u
Myra^M. Munson 
Commissioner
Department of Health and 

Social Services

J d  /. m
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JANALEE R. 8TRANDBERG 
Staff Counsel

(Alaska (Unuri ^ g s te m  
£ S i & t t  o f  ,A ln aka  

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1 9 8 8

303 K Street 
Ancfiorege.AK 09501 

(907) 204-8220

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l b e r t  P .  A d a m s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P .  0 .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

R e :  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  c o r o n e r s '  i n q u e s t s  

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A d a m s :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  
g i v e  c o r o n e r s / p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  h o l d  I n q u e s t s  i n  c e r t a i n  
c a s e s  I n v o l v i n g  d e a t h  b y  c r i m i n a l  m e a n s  o r  s u i c i d e . -  T h e  c o u r t  s y s t e m  f a v o r s  
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  g i v i n g  c o r o n e r s / p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  m a g i s t r a t e s  d i s c r e t i o n  
t o  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  I n q u e s t s  I n  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  c a s e s .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  g u i d a n c e  f o r  
t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h i s  d i s c r e t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  a  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s  c a n  b e  e f f e c t e d  b y  
c o u r t  r u l e .

W e  a l s o  h a v e  t w o  t e c h n i c a l  c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  F i r s t ,  i n  s e c t i o n  
o n e ,  l i n e  2 1 ,  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  t h e  w o r d  " s h a l l "  t o  " m a y "  c o u l d  b e  I n t e r p r e t e d  t o  
a l l o w  a  c o r o n e r  t o  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  a n  I n q u e s t  e v e n  w h e n  t h e  f i n d i n g s  a n d  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  w a r r a n t  a n  I n q u e s t ,  B e c a u s e  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  I n q u e s t  i s  
c l a r i f i e d  I n  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  s e c t i o n  t w o ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  u s e  o f  t h e  w o r d  " s h a l l "  
s h o u l d  b e  s u f f i c i e n t .  S e c o n d ,  i n  s e c t i o n  t w o ,  a t  l i n e s  5  a n d  6 ,  t h e  p h r a s e  
" u n l e s s  t h e  d e a t h  i s  o r  w i l l  b e  i n q u i r e d  I n t o  b y  t h e  g r a n d  j u r y ,  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  
a n  I n q u e s t  b y  j u r y  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  I s  n o t  r e q u i r e d "  s h o u l d  b e  d e l e t e d  
b e c a u s e  t h e  c o r o n e r  I s  b e i n g  g i v e n  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  t o  h o l d  I n q u e s t s  I n  t h e s e  
c a s e s .

I w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  b i l l  f u r t h e r  w i t h  y o u  o r  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  
y o u  h a v e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

/ J a n a l e e  f t .  S t r a n d b e e g - - ^
Staff Counsel

J R S : b h  

1 / 2 9 / 8 8 - 7



O f f e r e d :  2 / 8 / 8 8
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e
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O r i g i n a l  sponsors: Adams, T a y l o r
a nd K o p o n e n

BY T H E  HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  A N D

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 345 (HESS)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A B I L L

6 Fo r  an Act entitled: "An A ct r e l a t i n g  to coroners' i n q u ests."

7 BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

9 Sec. 12.65.020. DUTIES. (a) W h e n  a p e r s o n  d ies u n a t t e n d e d  by a

10 ph y s i c i a n ,  or w h e n  no p h y s i c i a n  is p r e p a r e d  to e x e c u t e  the c e r t i f i c a t e

11 of d e a t h  p r e s c r i b e d  by AS 1 8 .50 (Vital S t a t i s t i c s  Act) [THE V I T A L

12 S T A T I S T I C S  ACT], the c o r o n e r  a s s i g n e d  to s e rve the p l a c e  w h e r e  the

13 d e a t h  occurs may, by w r i t t e n  order, d i r e c t  a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  to v i e w

14 the r e m a i n s  of the d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  and to p e r f o r m  the post m o r t e m

15 exam i n a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  an a u t o p s y ,  n e c e s s a r y  to m a k e  a p r o p e r  d e ter-

16 m i n a t i o n  of the cause of d e a t h  a n d  to e x e c u t e  the p r e s c r i b e d  d e a t h

17 c e r t i ficate. W h e n  the m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  has c o m p l e t e d  [UPON T H E  COM-

18 P L E T I 0 N  OF] the e x a m i n a t i o n ,  the e x a m i n e r  shall, w i t h o u t  delay, submit

19 a report of the findings a n d  c o n c l u s i o n s  to the coroner.

20 (b) The c o r o n e r  ma y  [SHALL] o r d e r  an inquest u n d e r  this c h a p t e r

21 if the findi n g s  and c o n c l u s i o n s  of  the m e d i c a l  examiner, t o g e t h e r  w i t h

22 o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  to the coroner, w a r r a n t  the inquest.

23 O t h e r w i s e  the c o r o n e r  shall e n t e r  an o r d e r  d i s p e n s i n g  w i t h  the i n q uest

24 and shall r e cord the c e r t i f i c a t e  of d e a t h  as p r e s c r i b e d  by law.

25 * Sec. 2. AS 1 2 . 65.040 is r e p e a l e d  and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

26 Sec. 12.65.040. I N Q U I R Y  I N T O  C A U S E  OF  DEATH. (a) W h e n  in-

27 f o r m e d  that a p e r s o n  has b e e n  k i l l e d  by  a n o t h e r  or  has d i e d  u n d e r  cir-

28 c u m s t a n c e s  that a f f o r d  a r e a s o n a b l e  g r o u n d  to s u spect that the d e a t h

29 is the result of a crime or suicide, the c o r o n e r  m a y  i n q u i r e  u n d e r
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AS  1 2 . 6 5 . 0 5 0  - 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 9 0  into t he cause and m a n n e r  of death.

(b) In  d e c i d i n g  w h e t h e r  to c o n d u c t  an i n q uest, the c o r o n e r  s h all 

m a k e  a p r e l i m i n a r y  e x a m i n a t i o n  or  d i r e c t  a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  to conduct 

the e x a m i n a t i o n  and report f i n d ings. O n  the b a s i s  of the p r e l i m i n a r y  

e x a m i n a t i o n ,  the c o r o n e r  .shall d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  an inquest is w a r­

ra n t e d  and, if wa r r a n t e d ,  c o n d u c t  the inquest.

(c) This s e c t i o n  does not a p p l y  if the d e a t h  w i l l  be i n q u i r e d  

into by a grand jury.
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1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  A D A M S  A N D  T A Y L O R

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 345

3 IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an  Act entitled: " An Act r e l a t i n g  to c o r o ners' i n q uests; a n d  p r o v i d i n g

7 for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  12.65.020 is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 Sec. 12.65.020. DUTIES. W h e n  a p e r s o n  dies u n a t t e n d e d  by  a

11 ph y s i c i a n ,  or  w h e n  no p h y s i c i a n  is p r e p a r e d  to e x e c u t e  the c e r t i f i c a t e

12 of  d e a t h  p r e s c r i b e d  by AS 18.50 (Vital S t a t i s t i c s  Act )  [THE V I T A L

13 S T A T I S T I C S  A C T ] , the c o r o n e r  a s s i g n e d  to s e rve the p l a c e  w h e r e  the

14 d e a t h  o c curs may, by w r i t t e n  order, d i r e c t  a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  to v i e w

15 the r e m ains of the d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n  a n d  to p e r f o r m  the p ost m o r t e m

16 exa m i n a t i o n ,  in c l u d i n g  an autopsy, n e c e s s a r y  to m a k e  a p r o p e r  deter-

17 m i n a t i o n  of the rause of d e a t h  a nd to e x e c u t e  the p r e s c r i b e d  d e a t h

18 certificate. U p o n  the c o m p l e t i o n  of the e x a m i n a t i o n ,  t he e x a m i n e r

19 shall, w i t h o u t  delay, submit a r e p o r t  of the findi n g s  and c o n c l u s i o n s

20 to the coroner. The c o r o n e r  m a y  [SHALL] o r d e r  a n  i n quest u n d e r  this

21 c h a p t e r  if the findings an d  c o n c l u s i o n s  of the m e d i c a l  examiner,

22 t o g e t h e r  w i t h  other i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  to the coroner, w a r r a n t  the

23 inquest. O t h e r w i s e  the c o r o n e r  s h all e n t e r  an o r d e r  d i s p e n s i n g  w i t h

24 tne inquest a nd shall r e c o r d  the c e r t i f i c a t e  of d e a t h  as p r e s c r i b e d  by

25 law.

26 * Sec. 2. AS 12.65.040 is a m e n d e d  to read:

27 Sec. 12.65.040. I N Q U I R Y  INT O  C A U S E  OF  DEATH. W h e n  [THE C O R O N E R

28 SHALL, WHEN] i n f o r m e d  that a p e r s o n  h a s  b e e n  k i l l e d  b y  a n o t h e r  or  has

29 s u d d e n l y  d i e d  u n d e r  s uch c i r c u m s t a n c e s  as to a f f o r d  a r e a s o n a b l e
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g r o u n d  to s u s p e c t  that the d e a t h  has b e e n  o c c a s i o n e d  by  c r i m i n a l  m e ans 

o r  the p e r s o n  has c o m m i t t e d  suicide, the c o r o n e r  m a y  i n q uire by the

i n t e r v e n t i o n  of  a j u r y  i nto the cause and m a n n e r  of the death, and

s h a l l  p e r f o r m  o t h e r  r e l a t e d  d u t i e s  in  the m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  by  law, 

u n l e s s  the d e a t h  is or w i l l  be i n q u i r e d  int o  by the g r a n d  jury, in 

w h i c h  case an  inquest by j ury u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is n ot required. The

c o r o n e r  s h all go to the p l ace w h e r e  th* d e a d  p e r s o n  is, or, in  the

a l t e r n a t i v e ,  a r r ange for a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  to do so a n d  repo r t  p e ace 

o f f i c e r ' s  findi n g s  to the coroner, o n  the b a sis of w h i c h  the c o r o n e r  

jnay p r o c e e d  w i t h  an  inquest if a n  i n q uest is wa r r a n t e d .

* Sec. 3. T his Act takes e f fect i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  AS  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c )
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