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Date referred: 1/22/88 FURTHER REFERRALS:
DATE :
The Finance Committee has considered HB 343

"An Act creating the Asian language study grant fund."

RECOMMENDS:

CX] replace with C*5> V\vA CrAViAn [ 1 the same title

[ 3 attached amendment(s) 1 a new title

[~ 3 do pass

[ 3 do not pass
E- .3 no recommendation
c 3 individual recommendations
c 3 additional referral to the Committee
ADOPTS: [ 3 letter of intent
ATTACHES NEW FISCAL NOTE(s):
[ Jfiscal impact cY ] same as previous fiscal note
[ 3zero fiscal note published / - "
[ Jzero with analysis [ 1 same as previous zero fiscal
note published
SIGNING DO PASS: SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
UL

firt @y - Fiifd A\

Chairmanrs signature



. STATE OF ALASKA BILL VERSION : PfiwR 3A3 (FIR )
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE : HQUE*- T/?27?2/««

REQUEST: FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: ~ 1/14/88
Tide: ++-Asian language Study grant é%eﬂqyAffeCAeudcatloEnduPcr%td(r)an

fund
Sponsor: Ellis, Martin. Brown. & Bovpr Com ongnts  Instructional Improvement
quuestor: House HESS d p Evaluanon P

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars) g

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES 8.9 8.9 8.9 8.9 8.9
TRAVEL 2.5 2.5

CONTRACTUAL 5.1 5.1 5.1
SUPPLIES 1.2 .. 1.2 1,2
LRND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELCANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 §8.3 88.3 88.3 88.3 88.3

CAPITAL J

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND 0 88.3 §8.3 *88.3 88.3 88.3
FEDERALFUNDS

OTHER
TOTAL
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 2 2 2 2 0
PART-TIME »
TEMPORARY
ANALYSIS :  (Attach aseparate page if necessary)
See attached.

Toni KahklanrJones . Phone: 765-2830
Brﬁﬁglrgrc]i by_ Education Projjyam SuppArti ~ 1/14/88

Approved by@mml@@pﬁ@rw Alla /™ D Depmert Date:  1/1A/88

Agency: ,

Distribution (bz preparer).
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget

Ihnpgc ﬁ 98”0% \es)rrade page of



Position Title
Education

Staff Months
12.0

lime Status
Full Time

Type of Expenditure
1
Salary
Benefits
Premium Pay
Other
Total Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Commodities
Equipment
Other
Total Cost

Specialist |

40032
11376

51408

Punding Source for Total Cost

Federal Receipts 1002
G F Match 1003
General Fund 1004

GF Program Receipts 1005
Other

Kcqucst For

New Position

Agency
11KU
Cumjwsiicnl

No. of Positions

Range/Step
1 9A

Dug. Unit
GGU

Locution Election Disuicl
Juneau
Justification
Amount There are no personnel in the Department who can
3 carry out this grant program. A foreign language
specialist is needed full-time to:
a. Develop regulations for this progranm;
b. Develop Requests for Proposals for this progranm
SJAnfl | based on sound program planning and most current

2500 instructional practices;

5680 c. Assure that all Alaska school districts,

1150 especially small and rural districts have equal
opportunity to participate in this program by
providing training and technical assistance™-in

60738 program regulations and program development
requirements;

d. Provide coordination and technical assistance
services to school districts in Asian language
program development.

607.38.
Education FY 89

Educational

Office of

Program Support

Instructional

Page 7 of g
Revised Djic

Improvement & Evaluation

3ISNOH
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Position Title

- ClerU-Tvnist 111
ikt Status T Sttt Nonths
I'ti11 Time 12.0

Type of Expenditure
1
Silijy
Benefits
Premium Pay
Other

19S7?
7900

Total Personal Services 274772

Iravel
Contractual
Commodities
Equipment
Other

Total Cost

Punding Source for Total Cost

lcderal Receipts 1002
G F Match 1003
General fund 1004
GF Program Receipts 1005

<liher

Request For
New Position

Agency
HIUJ
( uinponeiil

No. of Positions Range/Sep Barg. Unit
_ Ju L U
Location Election District
Justification
Amount . . .
3 To provide clerical support to program positions
involved in the Asian Language Grant Program.
27472
100
27572
27572
Educatlon

Educational Program Support

0 ffice of Instructional
Improvement & Evaluation

ENN0
¥ 8HSD

—do

/

~o—~
o
—_=

88



Foreign Language Programs

FY 89

.Proposed Budget

Asian Language Grant Program

January 14, 1988

100 PERSONNEL

Program Specialist (1.0 FTE) *
Clerical Support (1.0 FTE)

200 TRAVEL

Program Specialist

300 CONTRACTUAL
Development of Regulations
Readers for Grant Proposals
2 people X $400 (travel)
2 people X $80/day X 3
Phone, postage, copying costs
400 SUPPLIES

Program Guidelines (Printing)

TOTAL

No. 1

CSHB 343 (PIN )
HOUSE 1/22/88

*51,408
<272

2,500

2,000

1,280
2,400

1,250

page 4 of 5

$78,880

2,500

5,680

1,250

$88,310



No. 1

CSHB 343 FIN
HOUSE 1/22/88

JHHCGNION

o¥

PERSONNEL

There are no personnel in the Department who can carry out this grant program. A
foreign language specialist is needed full-time to :

a.  Develop regulations for this program:;

b. Develop Requests for Proposals for this program based on sound program

planning and most current instructional practices;

Assure that all Alaska school districts, especially small and rural districts
have eckla! oPpor_tunlty to participate in this program by providing training
and technical assistance in program regulations and program development
requirements;

Provide coordination and technical assistance services to school districts
in Asiao language program development.

A full-time clerical support position is needed to support the above activities.

SPED 832

page 5 of 5
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Original sponsors: EMisn, l\ézirtailn,

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 343 (Finance)
IN THE LEGISLATURE- OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act creating the Pacific Rim language study grant
fund."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. PURPOSE. It is the purpose of this Act to

(L) assist the public school system to provide Pacific Rim

language study programs;

(2) encourage pupils in the study of Pacific Rim languages;

(3) promote growth in relations bhetween the state and Pacific

Rim nations.
* Sec. 2. AS 14.30 is amended by adding new sections to read:
ARTICLE 9. PACIFIC RIM LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND.

Sec. 14.30.700. PACIFIC RIM LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND. (a) The
Pacific Rim language study grant fund is established. The fund con-
sists of legislative appropriations and public or private donations
made for the purpose of the fund.The department may make grants from
the fund to eligible districts in the public school system for both
written and spoken Pacific Rim language study programs in grades K-12.
Pacific Rim language study programs must be in addition to and not in
replacement of existing foreign language programs.

(b) The department shall establish Dby regulation eligibility
criteria for receiving grants under this section. The department may
not award a grant to a district of the public school system under this
section for more than three consecutive fiscal years.

(c) In this section, "Pacific Rim languages" means Russian,

-1- CSHB 343(Fin)



10

12

1

7

20
A
2

24

2
27
28
29

Tagalog, Chinese, Japanese, or Korean languages.

CSHB 343 (Fin)



No. 1

1068 T RIS ATAR 5100 LRSI PRie ses D

FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST:
Revision Date: 1/14/88 Agency Affected:  Education
Tiftle:d...Asian language study grant BRU:~ Education Program Support

un
Sponsor: E llis. Martin. Brown. & Bovpr Components Instructional Improvement
Requestor: House HESS and Evaluation

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  fniousands ofDollars)

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONALSERVICES 78.9 78.9 78.9 78.9 78.9
TRAVEL 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5
CONTRACTUAL 5.7 5.7 5.7 5.7 5.7
SUPPLIES ) 1,2 1,2 1,2 1,2
EQUIPMENT

LAND* STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTALOPERATING 0 88.3 88.3 88.3 88.3 88.3

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (ThousandsofDaollars)

GENERALFUND 0 88.3. 88.3 *88.3 88.3 8.3
FEDERALFUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL

POSITIONS:

FULLTIME 0 2 2 2 2 2
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY —=.

ANALYSIS ;. (Attach aseparate page if necessary)

See attached.

Prepared by: ETdoni t|.<a1hklen-Jones Phone: *65-2830

Division : ucalion pProgfam SuppArtd ., Date: JUNZH .
- mrifZCJsyu

Approved by Commissioner i Iaa c. pemmert Date: VM M

Agency: Education/

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestar
Office of Management and Budget

Ilmﬁdam@rrade page ot



Position Title i o
Education Specialist |

Staff Months

12.0

lime Suius

Kull Time

Type of Exlpenditure

40032

Sahiy.
11376

Bengfits
Premium Pay
Other

Total Personal Services 51408
Travel
Contractual

Eommnogr%ies
Ui
thhepr)
Total Cost

Punding Source for Total Cost

Federal Receipts 2

i 1003
General Fund 1004
GF Program Receipts 1005
Other

Agency
lIKU
C'ouilK)iieni

Request For
New Position

foreign

to :

Barg. Unit

GGU

Election District

Department w ho can

language

program ;

No. of Positions Range/Step
1 9A
Location
Juneau
Justification
Armunt There are no personmne.l in the
3 carry out this grant program . A
specialist is needed full-tim e
a . Develop regulations for this
b . Develop Requests for Proposals

51408
2500
5680 ‘.

based on sound program

instructional practices;

I 60738

program regulations and

reqguirements;
d . Provide coordination and

services to school districts

program development.

Education

Educational Program Support

O ffice o f Instructional

Improvement & Evaluation

planning

program

techmnical

n

for

this program

and most current

A ssure that a |l A laska school districts,
1150 1 especially small and rural districts have equal
opportunity to participate in this program by
J providing training and techmnical assistance in

development

assistance

A sian language
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Position Title

Clerk-Tvnist 111
Staff Months

12.0

lime Status

Full Time
Type of Expenditure

i

Salaiv

flencfits

Premium Pay

Other
Total Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Commodities

Equipment

Other

Total Cost

Punding Source for Total Cost

federal Receipts 1002
C! F Mitch 1003
Ocncral Fund 1004
OF Program Receipts 1005

(hher

Request For
New Position

2
105872
7900
27472
Agency
lIKU
(‘foinponcnl

No. of Positions

To provide clerical

Location
Juneau
Justification
Amount
3 .
mvoiveu m
27472
100
27572
t
27572
Rducation

Educational Program Support

0 ffice of Instructional

Improvement & Evaluation

Range/Step
RA

Barg. Unit
ocu

Election District

tile Asian Language

Page ~  »f
Revised Djlc

4

support to program positions

Grant Program*

FY 89

35N0OH
7€ 8HSO
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Foreign Language Programs
roposed Budget

No.

CSHB 343 Otin )
HOUSE 1/22/88

Asian Language Grant Program

January 14, 1988

100 PERSONNEL

Program Specialist (1.0 FTE) *
Clerical Support (1.0 FTE)

200 TRAVEL

Program Specialist

300 CONTRACTUAL

DevelopmenE of Regulations

Readers for Grant Proposals

2 people X $400 (travel)

2 people X $80/day X 3

Phone, postage, copying costs
400 SUPPLIES

Program Guidelines (Printing)

TOTAL

'51408
*21N12

2,500

2,000

1,280
2,400

1,250

page 4 of 5

$78,880

2,500

5,680

1,250

$88,310



No. 1

CSHB 343 FIN i
HOUSE 1/22/88

JHIHGON

PERSONNEL

There are no personnel in the Department who can carry out this grant program. A
foreign language specialist is needed full-time to :

a. Develop regulations for this program;

b. Develop Requests for Proposals for this program based on sound program
planning and most current instructional practices;

c. Assure that all Alaska school districts, especially small and rural districts
have equal oPpor_tunlty to participate in this program by providing training
and technical assistance in program regulations and program development
requirements; i

d  Provide coordination and technical assistance services to school districts
in Asian-language program development.

A full-time clerical support position is needed to support the above activities.

SPED 832

page 5 of 5



AMENDMENT

P age

[rAocftViort
ruVAVIA

1, line 18 insert a fter "established. ™"
T he fund consists o f legislative appropriations and
public and private d onations m ade for th e purpose o f

th e fund.



10014 Crazy Horse Dr.. Juneau. AK 99801 e (907) 586-2303

February 12, 1988

The Honorable Johnny Ellis
House of Representatives
House HESS Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Ellis:

The purpose of this letter 1is to provide support for HB 34, "An Act
Creating the Pacific Rim language study grant fund."

The Juneau School District 1is vitally interested 1in providing Pacific Rim
language skills for the students of our district. Several of our schools
have brought exchange teachers over from Japan for Jlanguage and cultural
education within the -elementary schools. Most of these teachers are
supported by parent groups who vraise money through various fund-raising
activities such as hotdog sales, garage sales, et cetera. As yet, we do
not have budgetary means by which to support this important activity.

At the-high school 1level, we have tried a number of ways to facilitate the
teaching of Japanese and are currently contracting with the University of
Alaska-Southeast to provide some Japanese language experience. We hope to
be able to continue to provide service but it is dependent upon a variety
of factors, including funding.

Please add wus to your list of supporters. Alaska needs to be at the
forefront in contributing to the communications between all Pacific Rinm
countries. Because of our location and our positive attitude, we have a

wonderful opportunity to bridge the gaps between countries.

If you need a live example of the wonderful experiences provided by the
representatives from Japan that the Juneau School District currently has,
please let me know. Our Japanese exchange teachers at Gastineau and
Harborview are outstanding.

Thank you for your interest in this critical 1issue.

Elaine M. Hopson, Ph.D.
Director of Personnel
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ALASKA COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES

IN AFFILIATION WITH THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THf-SOCIAL STUDIES

February 23, 1988
Representative Johnny E Ilis
Co-Chair, House HESS Cocmittee

P . O . Box V

Juneau, A K 99811

Dear Representative E llis:

Cn behalf of the Alaska Council for the Social
Studies, I would like to recognize your fine effort
regarding HB343. The creation of a Pacific Rim language
grant fund is of paramount inportance. Ttoo years ago 1
was part of an educational tour that visited schools in
Indonesia, Japan, Hong Kong and the People's Republic of
China. CUr whole group quickly realized the significance
of a working knowledge of linguistics during our school
v ifsits.

A laska’'s young people need this linguistic knowledge
to successfully conpete with other states and countries

w ithin the Pacific Rim.

The Alaska Council for the Social Studies urges you

to continue to support HB343.

Sincerely,

Louie Y annotti
President-elect, Alaska
Council for the Social Studies
P . O . B o x 115

Yakutat, A K 99689



M atanuska-Susitna Borough School District
125 WEST EVERGREEN - P.0. BOX 1688 - PALMER. ALASKA 99645-1688 - (907) 745-4822

Bruc* P. DoMond, Suparintandant

February 15, 19

Johnny 713 1s

Cc-Chair

i‘o1".pe UFOS ~nmittee
Alaska ftate legislature
llcuse cf Representatives
Pouch v

Jur.eau, AK 99R11

Dear Mr. Ellis:

Mat-Su Porcugh Schccl District supports MNP 343, ;;hich
creates a Pacific Fim Language Grant Fund v/ithin the
Departnent of Education. However, the Mat-Su Borough School
District has concerns about adding any new proorams to the
curriculum of the School District when it in presently
facing budget cuts and reductions to the curriculum as a
whole. Fcr example because of budget reductions the present
foreign language programs 1in Spanish and French are offering
fewer courses to interested students.

Many of our worthwhile elective programs have been reduced
or eliminated in the last two years, creating parental
concern with regards to students ability «c compete for
scholarships in the colleges and universities of their
choice.

Ir. summary, we support !'IB 143 as long as sufficient monies
are available to support any additions to the curriculum.

Regards,

"orm -aler.sko
Assistant Cutorintende:

DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE EDUCATION



SCHOOL DISIRICT

4600 DeBarr Avenue
P.0. Box 196614
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6614
AREA CODE (907] 333-9561

school board February 12, 1988
Mrma Rixeek
W "
Rep. Johnny Ellis, Co-Chair
House HESS Committee
JMRnTEn
N, . Pouch V
| Juneau, AK 99811
V-V |
it
Pu HOUSE BILL 34°
m The  Anchorage School District supportsfunding for the

introduction of Pacific Rim languages in Alaska's schools.

The Anchorage School District is currently offering Japanese in
m two of our high schools. W are also in the process of a pilot
elementary foreign language program in Japanese and/or Spanish.

o Other Pacific Rim activities within the District included a
VilliamQzets PO Statewide conference in April of 1986 which was attended by more
ethan 400 people. We are also pilot testing a Japanese social
studies unit at the Kindergarten level and in the process of
developing a first grade Chinese social studies unit. This month

will mark the opening of the Asian Alaskan Cultural Center which
was constructed in conjunction with one of our elementary
schools.

The Anchorage School District recognizes and supports the
cultural and economic ties between Alaska and the Pacific Rim.
The recommendations of our Pacific Rim Advisory Committee
incorporated into our long range plans include the addition of
social studies units on Pacific Rim countries and the
introduction of Pacific Rim languages into the curriculum. House
Bill 343 would enable wus to introduce additional languages
without deleting any other languages or program from the current
curriculum.

WILLIAM COATS - SUPERINTENDENT
ww

cc Gene Thompson, Deputy Superintendent of Instruction
Ruth A. Keitz, Executive Director, Curriculum and

Instructional Services
Doug P hillips, Coordinator, Social Studies Program

WWMIG.i2



Unalaska
Crty School
District

February 9, 1988 "0 12

Representative Johnny Ellis, Co-Chair

Alaska House of Representatives _ _
gomrm/tee on Health, Education, and Social Services
ouc

Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Representative Ellis:

Thank you for providing me with copies of HB 341 and HB 343
relating to Asian Language instruction. | strongly support this
proposal. | agree whole-heartedly with your expressed concern that
the need for knowlege of a second language, 0lJartlcuIarly an Asian
language, is going to be essential for the children in our schools
toda{ who intend to é)artlupate in the economic and business life of
Alaska and the world of the twenty-first century.

As a school administrator in small rural high schools of Alaska, |
have successfully introduced one such language (Russian) into the

curriculum, and hope that, with funds aval?able | can continue to
implement such instruction.

Thanks again for keeping me informed.

Sincerely yours,

John'S. Novak, Superintendent

"ouch 260. Onaiasxa. Alaska 99685 « (907) 581-1222 « John Novak, Superinrenaenr



STEPHEN \ VATES :NMVN RO
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Superintendent D
907-832-56'5 Al
)EXAXACm'PLBLICSCI—[I]_S E?I_Lc_msk
.0 Box 00010 Mhiss
OT-HV2-BA08

February 4, 1988

Honorable Johnny Ellis
Alaska State Legislature
P.0. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Ak. 99811
Dear Representative Ellis,
On behalf of the students, staff and parents of the Nenana City
Public School District | want to thank you for sponsoring House Bill
343 and House Bill 341, promoting Pacific Rim language study. Please

be aware that we enthusiastically support these bills and stand ready

to do anything we can to assure their passage.

Sincerely,

Stephen V. Yates
Superintendent

SVY/ks

"S'enana. Alaska — llotunt tlw he Classic'



SCHOOL DISTRICT

4600 DeBarr Avenue
P.O. Box 196614
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6614
AREA [907] 333961

Inlet View School
1219 "N" Street
Anchorage, Ak. 99501

February 5, 1988

Representative Johnny E Ilis
Co-Chairman House HESS Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative E llis,

Thank you for your vision in the drafting of HB 341 and HB 343. This par-
ticular legislation and funding would certainly enable the Inlet View School
and community to further explore with children the Pacific Rim relationship
and languages that show us much promise for the future of our state.

Please do vigorously pursue the above legislation knowing that our staff
and educational community are supportive.

George R"kos, Principal
Inlet View School

GR/mta
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ALASKA FOREIGN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION

£ni

415 Farewell
Fairbanks, Alaska, 99701
January 10, 1988

Representative Johnny Ellis

House of Representatives

P.0. Box V ) JAN 15
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Johnny:

This isaresponse to your idea to provide 100% funding for starting or
enhancing publicschool Asian language programs 1in Alaska.

Further details of the plan are needed, of course, but at the business
meeting of the 1987 Conference of the Alaska Foreign Language Association,
the membership came out strongly in favor of this proposal. Subsequent
discussion led to the following suggestions:

1. In the interest of increasing cultural and economic
awareness worldwide, the Alaska Foreign Language Associa—
tion (AFLA) supports the expansion of all foreign lan—
guage programs 1in the state. Of particular importance
is expansion to include articulation of middle, junior
high and elementary school programs with those in high
schools. As such, AFLA agrees with the phrase 1in the
proposal which states that tha Asian language programs
thus funded would supplement and not replace existing
foreign language programs.

2. Schools and/or school districts with state-funded pro—
grams would use the money to hire qualified, certified
teachers directly under the school and/or district hiring
policy, whether or not this involves a statewide or
out-of-state search. AFLA®"s intent is to ensure that
the best possible teachers are hired to give the programs
their best possible chance of success.

3. Members of AFLA arewilling and able to provide input,
suggestions and constructive criticism of the plan as
it develops. Specific recommendations will include Kkey
schools and age groups to be targeted, and goals and
objectives of the progranm.

AFLA appreciates the interest shown by you and the HESS Committee in devel —
oping foreignlanguage programs in the state, and the presence of Mike Travis
from DOE at the AFLA state conference. He look forward to being part of

this exciting proposal to expand Asian language programs 1in the state.

Sincerely,

Doug Bruce, President, AFLA



ALASKA FOREIGN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION
January JG. ['>83

%epresentative
Johnny Ellis JAM 25 *?78

?.C Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Gear Representative Ellis:

| commend you (or proposing an Asian Language Study Grant fur.c of 5 1 GGO 000 with tne
Oeoartment of Education. The hill acknowledges the (act that Alaska .v.nnot hose:a de-
velop close commercial and cultural ties with North Pacific .vim countries witr.out ore-
paring the citizens for this new opening. Our immediate competitors — | thin* of Cali-
fornia, Oregon and Washington — are also trying to provide soecial educational oppor-/ *
tunitles to their students. In fact, they seem to be. in a number o: areas, ahead of us.

| wouid like to stress in this context that any effort to develop foreign language pro-
grams, especially the ones focused upon in your legislation, requires GGNTtSI" ?Y: con-

tinuity in funding on the part of the Legislature ana the Department of Education: con-
tinuity in offering a given language over time and on several levels, on the rare of the
school districts involved.

Learning another language, in particular these Asian languages, takes a lot of time and
commitment. Preparing Alaskans, and keeping them prepared, for closer ties witn Asia

muse be a long-term, an on-going thing — just is we ..ope to do business wit;; these na-
tions on a long-term, on-going basis. Alaska will reap the tenetits of the proposed le-

Eislation not in two or three, but rather in ten or s'ventv years, . the.etiort can Pe
ept up.
Gan funding continuity be built into the initial bill .Teatmg the :.:io." Have vou con-

sidered an endowment whose Interest would pay tor grants to -chools." Tied in with i
c.Iidin? scale and perhaps with matching tunds i from, -.istricts, \i i>*m nu«ii;,->s and

federal sources ). an endowment of 5 - li> million c»nld mace mossimle oi In: ." ‘earning
ver a ten vejr wpan. "i the other haml, is an +*noos.-eit erit Lewerm, e<er*egdly
ommsidle? ...
enotner crucial point are undoiiliteill v the sli:tmiliee r1:t,

wppose these .'ill we worked out ">v "he ialK -tali, .me»
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Parent Advisory Council
Gastineau School, Douglas, AX.
January 15» 1985

To: Representative Johnny E Ilis Mm | -

Lear Representative E Ilis

Gastineau School, in the Juneau School District,
serves the community of Douglas and Douglas Island. Gur student
population is currently set at 312 elementary schoolchildren.,
For the past year, our parent group has sponsored a Japanese
teacher who has provided our children with instruction in the
Japanese language and exposure to the culture and customs of Japan.
Parents, teachers and students have expressed such satisfaction
with the program, we are preparing to extend the stay of cur teach-
er for another year. The financial burden this places on our
Parent Group is staggering, especially in light of our relatively
small student population and the current economic slump being
experienced by Juneau. As is usually the case, the benefits of
such a program are shared by all of our students, while the comm-
itment to fundraising is borne by a few of our more dedicated
parents.

Your introduction of House B ills 34-1 and 34-3 which would appro-
priate funding and establish an Asian Language Fund for Alaskan
schools, is a most timely and progressive step in preparing our
children for their futures. Our Parent advisory Council would
like to extend our appreciation to you for recognizing this need
and offer strong support for the passage of tnese bills. 'e would
hope that the Alaska legislature would join you in your efforts
to develop and maintain strong educational oi.es with the Pacific

Gineerely,

Ir--nr. Cr



Area SChOOl D IStrICt POST OFFICE BOX 90 = MCGRATH, ALASKA 99627- (907)524-3033

M arch 1, 1988

R epresentative Johnny E I lis
Co-Chairman, H ouse HESS Committee
H ouse of R epresentatives
Committee on Health E ducation & Social Services
Powuch \% J?
Jumneau, Al as k a 99811
Dear M r E 11 is
I would ik e to o ffer my suppor:t for l egislation HB 343 . Represen.ting a
rural dis trict I s e e this as an opportunity for the Alaska Department o f
E ducation to use thestate " s television capabilities to o fTer these
l anguage cCourses statew ide A long w ith the l anguage., d is tricts could
purchase or copy selected videos on the history and culture o f these
countries
M any dis tricts are participating in the S ister-5Schools proijec:t w i th some
Pacific-Rim countries. Thecorrespondencebetween students now is in
E nglish T his could change
I see this legislation tying together P acific Rim s tudies and the
S ister-Schools programs and enhancing their relevancy for s tudents

S incerely,

S arah Hanwuske-Hamilton

Superintendent

*
HLY (RO "INEVIIAGE M5 rath shageiuk ACOTMA
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NEA-ALASKA

AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

JUNEpAU OFFICE_

WL
March 14, 1983
TO: Representative Al Adams, Chairman
Members, House Finance Committee
FROM: Judy Salo, NEA-Alaska
RE: CSHB 341 & CSHB 343; "An Act creating the Pacific Rim Language

Study Grant Fund" and the companion appropriations bill.

NEA-Alaska supports and encourages passage of CSHB 343 and CSHB 341

We support the concept of the addition of foreign language study opportunities for
Alaska students.

The geographic location and trade relations of Alaska, particularly with regard to
the fishing industry, make the study of Pacific Rim languages potentially very
useful for Alaska students.

Our expectations are that foreign language teachers under this program will be
fully qualified and certified.

By providing a quality program in Asian language for our students we may
promote Pacific Rim trade and a cultural exchange. Perhaps more importantly, wc
may provide economic opportunity for our students.

Many fishing and tourism industry jobs would be immediately open to young
Alaskans fluent in Japanese and other Pacific Rim languages.

LC/HB341343/dl
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C? Nit? IX\
4 STEVECOWPER,GOVERNOR

Iey
OFFICEOFTHEGOVERNOR

1C STREET. SUITE 798
ANCHORAQe, ALASKA 99503-8834

OFFICEOF INTERNATIONAL TRADE PHgNE! (907) 681-5585

March 15, 1988

Representative JohnnY Ellis , _
Co-Chair, House Health, Education and Social Services
Room 106 , Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 98111

Dear Representative Ellis and HESS Committee members:

| write in support of CS HB343 , an act creating the Pacific Rim
language study grant fund and CS HB 341, an act appropriating funds
to the language program.

The primary mission of the Office of International Trade is to foster
and promote international economic development for and by
Alaskans wishing to internationalize their businesses. It is critical
that future generations of Alaskans understand not only the
economic language of the marketplace but the cultural “and
diplomatic language of the host country for business purposes.

Alaska's primary trading relationships are with the Pacific Rim
nations. This includes, but is not limited to, Japan, South Korea,
Taiwan, China and the Soviet Union. By appropriating state resources
to the study of these nations’ languages, the state encourages
students to"learn the linguistic elements of Pacific nations™ languages
while also contributing to a generation of Alaskans who better
understand our trading partners.

In addition to urging prompt attention to this bill, 1 would like to add
three comments:

1 It is essential that the Department of Education seek advice on
methodologies for developing language training in Alaska;

PAGE - 2 - REPRESENTATIVE ELLIS



MAR 16 '88 12=50 ST OF AK, INTL TRADE P.3/3

2. It is important to emphasize the distinction between written and
spoken language training. Written languages are important for the
following reasons:

* research .

* appreciation of cultures; general systems of understanding and
or?anllzllng thoughts, patterns of cultural interaction; .

* tz;u:llltatlon of rapid acculturation when travelling in a foreign
nation;

* encourages host nationals respect for the foreigners efforts to learn
a bit about their nation.

3. Governor Cowper is presently promoting an Alaska-Soviet Far East
Initiative which seeks to increase trade and cultural exchanges with
our Siberian neighbors. It is highly ||_ke|[y) that Alaska's relations with
Siberia will continue to expand: it will be increasingly important that
Alaskans understand our neighbors language, culture and " trading
Batte_rns. Therefore, | enpoura(l;e you to consider mentioning the
tus(?_lan language as an important, but not pivotal, arena for future
studies.

Please do not hesitate to call upon our office for any further

information. Again, | urge you and your committee ‘members to pass
CS HB 343 and 341.

Acting Director



PACIFIC RIM LANGUAGE GRANT FU?%

On behalf of the Pacific Rfm Society of Ketchikan, 1 would like
to extend a show of support to this grant fund, As a Pacific Film
community, we feel knowledge of second languages 1Is an important
asset to our community development. Anthropologists will testify
that culture s passed through language. Having the opportunity
to study the Pacific P.Im languages 1Is Important to understand the

cultures that are our closest neighbours,

Our community has a great deal of contact with our Pacific Rim
neighbours, especially In the area of trade, Recently the Pacific
Rim Society hosted visits by Japanese Professors, Taiwan businessmen,
and the Australian Counsul General. We have an exchange program
with Katayama, Japan where a number of our students travelled to
Japan and a number of Japanese students returned to visit Ketchikan.
Many of our Ketchikan students realized the value of knowing the
language in order to communicate with the Japanese, These are

our communities®™ future employment pool and will probably In some
way be Involved with these Pacific Rtm countries.

On a personal level, my daughter,(an 8th grader) who Is planning

to participate In the exchange this year by going to Japan,

prepared for the visit by housing one of the Japanese students

last year and,finding It difficult to communicate with the student,
enrolled In the college and took an evening Japanese language

course in addition to her full course load at the Junior High school.

We support any language grant fund for the future of our community.
Any communicative skills that we can offer our future leaders 1is
an important project to pursue.

Sincerely,

(ncm m

Helen McMurtrle
President, Pacific Rim Society of Ketchikan



Judy Salo, President

NEA-ALASKA

AFFLIATED WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE JUNEAU OFFICE FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
A 16 0
h03 R 1
(
March 14, 1988
TO: Representative AL Adams, Chairman

Members, House Finance Committee
FROM: Judy Salo, NEA-Alaska

RE: CSHB 341 & CSHB 343; "An Act creating the Pacific Rim Language
Study Grant Fund" and the companion appropriations bill.

NEA-Alaska supports and encourages passage of CSHB 343 and CSHB 341

We support the concept of the addition of foreign language study opportunities for
Alaska students.

The geographic location and trade relations of Alaska, particularly with regard to
the fishing industry, make the study of Pacific Rim languages potentially very
useful for Alaska students.

Our expectations are that foreign language teachers under this program will be
fully qualified and certified.

By providing a quality program in Asian language for our students we may
promote Pacific Rim trade and a cultural exchange. Perhaps more importantly, we
may provide economic opportunity for our students.

Many fishing and tourism industry jobs would be immediately open to young
Alaskans fluent in Japanese and other Pacific Rim languages.

LC/HB341343/dl
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10014 Crazy Horse Dr.. Juneau. AK 99801  (907) 586-2303

February 12, 1988

House of Representatives
House HESS Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Ellis:

The purpose of this letter 1is to provide support for HB 34, "An Act
Creating the Pacific Rim language study grant fund."

The Juneau School District 1is vitally interested 1in providing Pacific Rim
language skills for the students of our district. Several of our schools
have brought exchange teachers over from Japan for language and cultural
education within the -elementary schools. Most of these teachers are
supported by parent groups who vraise money through various fund-raising
activities such as hotdog sales, garage sales, et cetera. As yet, we do
not have budgetary means by which to support this important activity.

At t.he high school level, we have tried a number of ways to facilitate the
teaching of Japanese and are currently contracting with the University of
Alaska-Southeast to provide some Japanese language experience. We hope to
be able to continue to provide service but it is dependent upon a variety
of factors, including funding.

Please add us to your 1list of supporters. Alaska needs to be at the
forefront 1in contributing to the communications between all Pacific Rinm
countries. Because of our location and our positive attitude, we have a

wonderful opportunity to bridge the gaps between countries.

If you need a live example of the wonderful experiences provided by the
representatives from Japan that the Juneau School District currently has,
please let me know. Our Japanese exchange teachers at Gastineau and
Harborview are outstanding.

Thank you for your interest in this critical issue.

"Elaine M. Hopson, Ph.D.
Director of Personnel
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IN AFFILIATION WITH THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE'SOCIAt STUDIES
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Kt Reeo February 23, 1988
41372
RECIONAL REFRESBNTATIVES
{ Representative Johnny Ellis

Co-Chair, House HESS Committee
@%5%%3131 P. 0. Box V
, Juneau, AK 99811
rjrhpr
Kﬁﬁd : Dear Representative Ellis:

i

Cn behalf of the Alaska Council for the Social

o tragﬁj\e Studies, | would like to recognize your fine effort
f regarding HB343. The creation of a Pacific Rim language
TWH-A11 grant fund is of paramount importance. I\w years ago |
q?% was part of an educational tour that visited schools in
Indonesia, Japan, Hong Kong and the People 3 Republic of
%7 China. CUr whole group quickly realized the significance
Al of a working knowledge of linguistics during our school
e [aloC()ordinator vi-sits.
%%Falm Alaska®s young people need this linguistic knowledge
to successfully compete with other states and countries

An(I:[a‘Pr %%% ! within the Pacific Kim.
0§ The Alaska Council for the Social Studies urges you
to continue to support HB343.

Sincerely,

Louie Yannotti
President-elect, Alaska
Council for the Social Studies

P. 0. Box 115
% Yakutat, AK 99689
Ry
METI
L3118 canes Tes—
6/22-25 1988 Vanoouer Careca
11-182-1988 Ordanoo Fonoa

11024 AROS tains Musnir.



Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District
125 WEST EVERGREEN - P.0. BOX 1688 - PALMER. ALASKA 99645-1688 - (907) 745-4822

Bruce P. DeMond, Superintendent

February 13, 19DC

Johnny EIlis

Cc-Chair _

7onse HFGS Committee
Alaska Slate legislature
House cf Representatives
Pouch V .

Juneau, AX 99ni

Dear !lr. Ellis;

Mat-Su Borough School District supports IIB 343, which
creates a Pacific Pirn Language Grant Fund within the
Departnent of Education. "However, the Mat-Su Borough Schoo
District has concerns about adding any new programs to the
curriculum, of the School District when it in presently
facing budget cuts and reductions to the curriculum as a
whole. For example because of budget reductions the present
foreign Ianguaqe programs in Spanish and French are offering
fewer courses to iInterested students.

Many of our worthwhile elective programs have been reduced
or eliminated in the last two years, creating parental
concern with regards to students ability +c compete for
s%hQMrshlps in"the colleges and universities of their
choice.

In summary mwe support 1B 143 as long as sufficient, monies
are available to support any additions to the curriculum,

Regards,

n . oty < / t*. £ »

vorn -n.ensko
Assistant Cuperintenden#

DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION



SCHOOL DIGTRICT

4600 DeBarr Avenue
P.O. Box 196614
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6614
AREA CODE [907] 333-9561

SJ{IJ.EDﬂR) ' February 12, 1988

S
&& I\ Rep. Johnny Ellis, Co-Chair

Jm 'mm m House HESS Committee
Jd Pouch V
«i Juneau, AK 99811

i HOUSE BILL 343

J The Anchorage School District supports funding for the
introduction of Pacific Rim languages in Alaska®"s schools.

The Anchorage School District is currently offering Japanese in

éﬁg&gﬁh two of our high schools. We are also in the process of a pilot
elementary foreign language program in Japanese and/or Spanish.

VWE“GHBFhD j Other Pacific Rim activities within the District included a
il Statewide conference in April of 1986 which was attended by more
ethan 400 people. We are also pilot testing a Japanese social
studies unit at the Kindergarten level and in the process of
developing a first grade Chinese social studies unit. This month
will mark the opening of the Asian Alaskan Cultural Center which
was constructed in conjunction with one of our elementary
schools.

The Anchorage School District recognizes and supports the
cultural and economic ties between Alaska and the Pacific Rim.
The recommendations of our Pacific Rim Advisory Committee
incorporated into our long range plans include the addition of
social studies units on Pacific Rim countries and the
introduction of Pacific Rim languages into the curriculunm. House
Bill 343 would enable wus to introduce additional languages
without deleting any other languages or program from the current
curriculum.

WILLIAM COATS - SUPERINTENDENT
ww

cc Gene Thompson, Deputy Superintendent of Instruction
Ruth A. Keitz, Executive Director, Curriculum and
Instructional Services
Doug Phillips, Coordinator, Social Studies Progranm



February 9, 1988

Representative Johnny Ellis, Co-Chair

Alaska House of Representatives | | A
gomrﬁlgee on Health, Education, and Social Services
ouc

Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Representative Ellis:

Thank you for providing me with copies of HB 341 and HB 343
relating to Asian Language instruction. | strongly support this
proposal. | agree whole-heartedly with your expressed concern that
the need for knowlege of a second lan uage,(farticularly an Asian
language, is going to be essential for the children in our schools
today who intend to participate in the economic and business life of
Alaska and the world of the twenty-first century.

As a school administrator in small rural high schools of Alaska, |
have successfully introduced one such Ian?uage (Russian) into the

curriculum, and hope that, with funds available, | can continue to
implement such instruction.

Thanks again for keeping me informed.

Sincerely yours,
i'V\ o (p0A(

John'S. Novak, Superintendent

"ouch 260. UnalasKa, Alaska 99685 « (907)581-1222 « John Novak, Supermienaeni
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February 4, 1988

Honorable Johnny Ellis
Alaska State Legislature
P.0. Box V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Ak. 99811
Dear Representative Ellis,
On behalf of the students, staff and parents of the Nenana City
Public School District I want to thank you for sponsoring House Bill
343 and House Bill 341, promoting Pacific Rim language study. Please

be aware that we enthusiastically support these bills and stand ready

to do anything we can to assure their passage.
Sincerely,

Stephen V. Yates
Superintendent

SVY/ks
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ANCHORAGE
SCHOOL DISTRICT
4600 DeBarr Avenue
oUSKN A |— _Fl. PA IBoix_ 196614

Infet View School
1219 "N" Street
Anchorage, Ak. 99501

February 5, 1988

Representative Johnny E Ilis
Co-Chairman House HESS Committee

Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative E llis,

Thank you for your vision in the drafting of HB 341 and HB 343. This par-
ticular legislation and funding would certainly enable the Inlet View School
and community to further explore with children the Pacific Rim relationship
and languages that show us much promise for the future of our state.

Please do vigorously pursue the above legislation knowing that our staff
and educational community are supportive.

Inlet View School

GR/mta



10PAVEST SIXTH AVENUE
ALASKA 99501
(9072744031

VHI:ViI I OS)%VSSIO\I
JUHLAUL AL ASKA GoBi1
(%07) 4e0-3104

ALASKA STATE HOUSE

COCHAR
HEALTH, EDUCATION &SOCIAL SERVICES

OFFICE OF MAJORITY WHIP

LABOR &COMMERCE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREIGN TRADE

REPRESENTATIVE JOHNNY ELLIS

M E M O R A N D U M
TO : R ep. Al A dams, C hair
H ouse Finance Committee
FROM: R ep. Johnny E I'lis
DATE: January 25, 1988

SUBIJECT: R eqguest for hearing o
CSHB 343 (HESS)

1 w ould ik e to regues:t t h
and CSHB 343 (HESS) b e schedule
e arliest convenience. T hese tw
language g rant fund and m ake an

A s y ou know, there is courr
m aking A laskans viable particip
w ay to reach th is goal is to g i
opportunity to b e knowledgeable
our P acific R im trading partner
addressed by G overnor Cowwper in
Il a st January, is w orthw hile and
legislature

CSHB 341 (HESS) and CSHB 3
the D epartm ent o f E ducation a f

o ffer P acifi

language cu
a proposal

T his P
K -12, and d
plan for d e

I f y ou
contact C h

im
rriculu
a s to how

acific R im

istricts

veloping a

have any

s H e

rberg

very

they

W o0 u

e

u

languages as

S chool d i

would

language
Id b e as
P acific

uestions

n CSHB 341 (HESS) and

a t a hearing on CSHB 341 (HESS)
d in y our comm ittee a t your
o b il ls w ould create a P acific R im
appropriation to the fund
ently a great d e al o f interes:t in
ants in P acific R im trade One
v e A laskan students the
in th e language and culture o f
s | feel th at th is goal,
h x s S tate o f the S tate A ddress
deserves the support o f th is
43 (HESS) w ould estab lish w ith in
und to enable school d istricts to
an adjunc:t to th eir norm al foreign
stricts w ould subm it to the state
use the grant money
fund w ould b e open for program s
k e d to describe th eir long-range
im language curriculum
regarding th is legislation, please
taff
ur consideration o f th is request.



Department of Foreign Languages
Un iversi ty of Alaska
Fairbanks, Alaska 99775-1020
February 27, 1988
MAR O 1 *,988
Representative Johnny Ellis
PO Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Subject: House Bill 343, Pacific Rim Language Study Grant Fund
Dear Johnny:

I am pleased to see Legislative interest 1in promoting Pacific Rim

languages and cultures as indicated by HB 343. I have been an Assistant
Professor of Japanese at UAF for four years. I have lived 1in Japan for
over ten years, both during my childhood and while pursuing my
Bachelor®s and Master®"s degrees. I completed my Ph.D. 1in Japanese

literature for the Dept, of Asian Languages at Stanford University in
1985, and have held teaching appointments at Stanford, at the University
of California, Berkeley and Davis campuses, and at Whitman College

before coming to Fairbanks. I was attracted to Alaska both for its fine
country and for the opportunities it offered for beginning and expanding
programs in Pacific Rim languages and cultures. I have, therefore,

given much thought to this bill, and would like to make the following
observations and recommendations.

"The threefold purpose of the bill as set forward in Section 1 1is
worthy and merits support. I believe the overall objective should be to
provide students in Alaska with the opportunity to study a Pacific Rim
language 1in a quality program long enough to gain functional use of the

language. The bill as constituted, however, 1is not likely to meet these
objectives inthat it does not yet address the existing problems in
continuity of programs and qualityof programs. Indeed, it may

exacerbate these problems.

The Continuity Problem. For such s program to function properly
there must be continuity over timeand from level tc level. There must
be smooth and rational transitionsfrom the elementary program to the
junior high program to the high school program to the college program.

It is most important that the college offer a complete major program if
the Alaskan students are to achieve the proficiency necessary to use the
language in professional international transactions or if they are to
teach the language to successive generations.

If the bill is enacted as presently wr itten it will,1 fear,
generate a smattering of transitory and dead end programs around the
state. With current funding problems, 1 expect that school districts
will compete for grants as an additional source of funding but will not
continue the programs when their eligibility for special funding
expires. Further, if a district hires a teacher to teachChinese for



grades 1-3, wha* will they do when these students move to fourth grade
and beyond? Wi 1 the teacher move up with them, or will additional
teachers be hir:»d? Will there be programs at the junior high and high
school levels? Usually a high school draws from several elementary
schools. Wha®" if one elementary school had a program in Japanese and
another opte® for Tagalog? Can we cover both in the high school? When
the chain 1is broken, the entire investment 1is wasted, because the
students will not have learned enough of these difficult languages to be
functional in them.

Fortunately, the chain 1is closest to being complete at the college
level. At present the University of Alaska, Fairbanks offers four years
of Russian providing a major 1in Russian Studies, three years of
Japanese, providing a language minor, as well as two years of Korean and
two years of Chinese. Courses are offered as well in Japanese
literature, culture, and history: in Chinese history and politics: and
in Korean culture. Students who take Japanese do so in order to use it
in business, 1In resource management, in law, and in education. Students
cannot learn enough of an Asian language in three years, however, to use
the language adequately at a professional level. Moreover, the language
department 1is understaffed, and some courses can only be offered on a
rotating basis. Since there 1is not an Asian language major, students
wishing such a major must transfer to a university outside of the state.
(One of our best students of Japanese was recently accepted 1in a
graduate program in Japanese at the University of Washington. We are
pleased that she 1intends to return to Alaska to teach 1in a high school.)

"The Quality Problenm. For any ambitious educational program to work
well and be worth the investment it must be conducted by qualified
teachers with specific training and demonstrated skills. We require
that our teachers of Math, English, Science, Spanish, French, etc., be
well schooled 1in these disciplines and certified to teach them. But
when it comes to teaching Asian Languages, the trained, qualified
teachers have not been available in Alaska.

Alaskan school districts offering an Asian language have mostly
relied on locally available native speakers of these languages to
provide 1instruction. Many of these instructors are reasonably well
educated but nevertheless lack any training in teaching their own
language. They are no more qua“"fied to teach Japanese to Alaskans,
than 1 am qualified to teach English to Japanese. The educational
results are at best uneven. In my experience, the resulting quality
comes no where near that which vie expect of our credent ialed teachers in
other subjects. Yet the cost 1is nearly the same and, more important,
the time spent (or lost) by the students 1is the same.

The quality of instruction at the University level suffers in part
from 1inadequate preparation of entering students for college work. It
is sad how many of my beginning students in Japanese do not understand
the structure of English sentences and have only the vaguest idea of the
geographical relationships of Japan, Koroa ana China. Many of the



students 1in my Japanese Culture course find it difficult to appreciate
Japanese art or literature in translation because Western art and
literature are foreign to them.

Recommendations. The state can make the most efficient use of the
proposed funding by developing major programs in key Asian languages at
the University level, followed closely by expansion to the high school
level. If we look at other states with quality language programs at the
secondary and primary level, we will see that these programs exist
because of close cooperation between the State Department of Education,
the individual school districts, and the universities in that state with
strong foreign language departments. In the San Francisco Bay Area, for
example, secondary and primary school programs in Japanese and Chinese
language and culture were developed through the assistance of the Bay
Area China Education Project (BACEP) and Teaching Japan 1in Schools
(TJIS), programs created by graudate students in language and history at
the University of California, Berkeley and Stanford University. In
Hawaii high school programs in Japanese were developed through the
cooperative efforts of the Department of East Asian Languages at the
University of Hawaii and the Hawail State Dept, of Education.

With adequate staffing and strong programs 1in Asian Languages, the
University of Alaska will be able to assist school districts by
providing teacher workshops and producing graduates capable of teaching
Pacific Rim languages and cultures in our schools. In order to raise
the current UAF programs in Japanese, Chinese and Korean to major
programs, permanant funding for 3.5 additional positions would be
required. If you wish to provide major programs in any of these
languages at UAA, funding for two positions per language would be
necessary.

The argument for expanding from complete University programs to the
high school level 1is twofold. First of all, these high school students
would be assured of the possibility of continuing language study at the
university level. Secondly, it is almost imperative for a student to
begin the stud*/ of a Pacific Rim language 1in high school in order to be
proficient in that language after graduating from college. It takes
almost three times longer for a student to reach the same level of oral
competency in Chinese, Japanese, or Korea Mian it takes a student to
reach 1in Spanish or French. (This does not even bring 1in the 1issue of
written competency.) The Department uf Defense and the Foreign Service
place Asian languages 1in Category IV in their scale of difficulty.
Russian 1is in Category 111, German in Category 1Il, and French and
Spanish a”e 1in Category |I.

Given the difficulty of learning and, indeed teaching, Russian and
Asian languages, the need for qualified teachers at all levels is clear.
There are many Universities that have certification programs in the
individual Asian Languages and frcm wmch the school districts could
recruit good teachers. Whoever 1is recruited should receive endorsements
from the Foreign Language Department at the University of Alaska.



We have a tendency 1in Alaska to try to do too much all at once.
Our efailures in such efforts are legion. Rather than spend a million
dollars in a random and haphazard-fashion with Tagalog here in grades
7-9, and Japanese there in grades 1-3, with no assurance of quality or
continuity, |1 suggest that we focus on Russian, Japanese, and Korean or
Chinese at the high school and university levels. Once these programs
are well established at these levels, we can expand the programs at the
same level to include other languages, or we can expand the programs
downward to pick up grades K-9.

What can be done immediately at the elementary and junior high
level 1is the introduction of Pacific Rim cultures by existing staff.
Faculty from several disciplines at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks,
have expressed an interest in offering summer workshops for teachers in
the history, geography, culture (visual and performing arts,
literature), and languages of Pacific Rim nations. The State Department
of Education 1in Juneau could put together a comprehensive list (with
evaluations or reviews, 1if possible) of instructional materials
developed 1in other states for teaching various aspects of Asian cultures
at the primary and secondary levels. Students will be more excited
about learning a Pacific Rim language if they have already developed an
interest in the culture.

The preparation of Alaskan students through study of Pacific Rim
cultures and languages will serve our State well in the long run.
Despite the fact that my suggestions will center more of the funding
initially at the University, students and communities across the State
will"benefit over time. I hope my ideas will be helpful in shaping this
important bill into a form which will serve Alaskans for years to come.

Sincerely,

Dr. Karen uoiiigan-Taylor
Assistant Professor of Japanese
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SINCE e<«E ALREADY HAVE ISTER fCrLCL"™ I E:*TH JAFA AND CI'I? « ,=
ARE VERY EXCITED A5GUT T*E F3<“SI1.ILj11ES TIAT -ILL CFF~S.
RECENTLY I ACCUIF5D THE "J.c. ARMY,c "NTVAVCTTO* TO EASTC,
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AND THE CULTURES CF CUE PACIFIC RIM TRADING FAF"r -iE-S »

CONSIDER I.S EXCITED VOLUNTEERS.

FDR TUE EOAPD AND CHILDPEH CF THE KUSPL"K SCHOOL DISTRICT,

Gc r MCIJENPY , SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS



fillALx ALASKA FOREIGN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION

415 Farewell
Fairbanks, Alaska, 99701
January 10, 1988

Representative Johnny Ellis
House of Representatives

P.Q-. Boat.U. \]AM 15 SW

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Johnny:

This is aresponse to your idea to provide 100% funding for starting or
i

enhancing publicschool Asian language programs 1in Alaska.

Further details of the plan are needed, of course, but at the business
meeting of the 1987 Conference of the Alaska Foreign Language Association,
the membership came out strongly in favor of this proposal. Subsequent
discussion led to the following suggestions:

1. In the interest of increasing cultural and economic
awareness worldwide, the Alaska Foreign Language Associa—
tion (AFLA) supports the expansion of all foreign lan—
guage programs in the state. Of particular importance
is expansion to include articulation of middle, junior
high and elementary school programs with those 1in high
schools. As such, AFLA agrees with the phrase in the
proposal which states that tha Asian language programs
thus funded would supplement and not replace existing
foreign language programs.

2. Schools and/or school districts with state-funded pro—
grams would use the money to hire qualified, certified
teachers directly under the school and/or district hiring
policy, whether or not this involves a statewide or
out-of-state search. AFLA"s intent is to ensure that
the best possible teachers are hired to give the programs
their best possible chance of success.

3. Members of AFLA arewilling and able to provide input,
suggestions and constructive criticism of the plan as
it develops. Specific recommendations will include key
schools and age groups to be targeted, and goals and
objectives of the program.

AFLA appreciates the interest shown by you and the HESS Committee in devel —
oping foreignlanguage programs 1in the state, and the presence of Mike Travis
from DOE at the AFLA state conference. We look forward to being part of

this exciting proposal to expand Asian language programs in the state.

Sincerely,

Doug Bruce, President, AFLA



.--o\] .hjtra ALASKA FOREIGN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION
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Pepresenca ctve
Johnny EIITS JAM 25 -?23
P.0 Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Pepresentative Ellis:

t commend you tor proposing an Asian Lan%uage Study Crane fund of S i .'00 000 with the
Deoartment of Education. The hill acknowledges the t3ct that Alaska cannot hex to de-

velop close commercial and cultural ties with North Pacific aim countries witr.out ore-

paring the citizens for this new opening. Our immediate competitors — | think of Cali- C*kAc
fornia, Oregon and Hashlngton — are also trying to provide special educational oppor-/ yj'
tunities to their students. In fact, they seem to oe, in a number of areas, ahead of us.

t would like to stress in this context that any effort to develop foreign language pro-
grams, especially che ones focused upon in your legislation, requires CONTINUITY: con-

tinuity in funding on the part of the Legislature ana the Department of Education: con-
tinuity in offering a given language over time and on several levels, on the part of the
school districts involved.

Learning another Iangua?e, in particular these Asian Iangua?es, takes a lot of time and
commitment. Preparing Alaskans, and keeping them preoared, for closer ties with Asia

must be a long-term, an on-goin% thing — just as we nope to Jo business with these na-
tions on a long- term, on-going basis. Alaska will reap che benetits of the proposed le-
E|s|at|on noc in two or three, but rather in ten or twenty years, = the .et:ore can be

ept up.
Can funding continuity be built into che inicial bill creating the fund/ Have vou con-

sidered an endowment whose interest would pay lor grants to -schools.’” Tied in with a
-.tidin? scale and perhaps with matching tunds i from iistricts. \ia>,an nusit-.ess and

federal sources ). an endowment of 5 - 10 million conid maKe -oossmle oi I.-1 ,i learning
wver a ten year span, 'n the other hand, is an endow—ent Y| uni,. >0i ¢t >-allv
Ceeasiblu?

Mother crucial point are uinloutuedlv ihe .-ligihiliee -r:ter:.i me .::vr :n:, lines, -t
' --appose these will :ie worked out liv Ihe 10K -till, nee +;e «inl 'is ..ee anl:."ed.

ice, again: | i reC|aIe our n| alive. CoreStilpFes e e
'uv-l%ve -ugs?t% pp vh | 5 -«o* e v Wav

.nc.-rely

r N«l lerhac.i

r<»>m.*r < -r-iu;; o.- Vv-.iin-;,,
r--si ii-i.t, ,ru, > . >

M rice, M. ol



Parent Advisory Council
Gastineau bchool, Douglas, AX
January 15, 1985

To: Representative Johnny Ellis

Dear Representative Ellis

Gastineau School, in the Juneau School District,
serves the community of Douglas and Douglas Island. Cur student
population is currently set at 312 elementary schoolchildren.
For the past year, our parent group has sponsored a Japanese
teacher who has provided our children with instruction in the
Japanese language and exposure to the culture and customs of Japan.
Parents, teachers and students have expressed such satisfaction
with the program, we are preparing to extend the stay of our teach-
er for another year. The financial burden this places on our
Parent Group is staggering, especially in light of our relatively
small student population and the current economic slump being
experienced by Juneau. As is usually the case, the benefits of
such a program are shared by all of our students, while the comm-
itment to fundraising is borne by a few of our more dedicated
parents.

Your introduction of House Bills 341 and 343 which would appro-
priate funding and establish an Asian Language Fund for Alaskan
schools, is a most timely and progressive step in preparing our
children for their futures. Our Parent Advisory Council would
like to extend our appreciation to you for recognising this need
and offer strong support for the passage of tnese bills. .e would
hope that the Alaska legislature would join you in your efforts
to develop and maintain strong educational ties with the Pacific

Sincerely,

ci-

-@’-)V:QT_ « . 3 a4
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March 1, 1988

Representative Johnny E Ilis

Co-Chairman, House HESS Committee

House of Representatives

Committee on Health, Education & Social Services
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. E Ilis:

| would like to offer my support for legislation HB 343. Representing a

rural district | see this as an opportunity for the Alaska Department of
Education to use the state's television <capabilities to offer these
language courses statewide. Along with the language, districts could

purchase or copy selected videos on the history and culture’ of these
countries.

Many districts are participating in the Sister-Schools project with some
Pacific-Rim countries. The correspondence between students now is in
English. This could change.

| see this legislation tying together Pacific Rim studies and the
Sister-Schools programs and enhancing their relevancy for students.

Sincerely, ,

Sarah Hanuske-Hamilton
Superintendent

SHHrstc
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IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL S

Brown, Boyer, et al.

ATION AND

BY THE HEA UC
ER OMMITTEE

LTH, ED
VICES C

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 343 (HESS)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Actcreating the Pacific Rim language study grant

fund."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. PURPOSE. It is the purpose of this Act to

(1) assist the public school system to provide Pacific Rim

language study programs;

(2) encourage pupils in the study of Pacific Rim languages;

(3) promote growth in relations between the state and Pacific

Rim nations.
* Sec. 2. AS 1430 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 9. PACIFIC RIM LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND.

Sec. 14.30.700. PACIFIC RIM LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND. (a) The
Pacific Rim language study grant fund is established. The department
may make grants from the fund to eligible districts in the public
school system for both written and spoken Pacific Rim language study
programs in grades K-12. Pacific Rim language study programs must he
in addition to and not in replacement of existing foreign language

programs.
(b) The department shall establish by regulation eligibility

criteria for receiving grants under this section. The department may
not award a grant to adistrict of the public school system under this
section for more than three consecutive fiscal years.

(¢) In this section, "Pacific Rim languages” means Russian,
Tagalog, Chinese, Japanese, or Korean languages.

HB0343B -1- CSHB 343 (HESS)
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Introduced: 1/11/88 5-1476A
Referred: Health, Education &
Social Services and Finance

BY ELLIS, MARTIN, BROWN
IN THE HOUSE AND BOYER

HOUSE BILL NO. 343

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FIFTEENTHLEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act creating the Asian language study grant
fund."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. PURPOSE. It is the purpose of this Act to

(1) assist the public school system to provide Asian language

study programs;

(2) encourage pupils in the study of Asian languages;

(3) promote growth in relations between the state and Pacific

Rim nations.
* Sec. 2. AS 1430 is amended by adding new sections to read:
ARTICLE 9. ASIAN LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND.

Sec. 14.30.700. ASIAN LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND. (a) The Asian
language study grant fund is established. The department may make
grants from the fund to eligible districts in the public school system
for Asian language study programs in grades K-12. Asianlanguage
study programs must be in addition to and not in replacement ofexist-
ing foreign language programs.

(b) The department shall establish by regulation eligibility
criteria for receiving grants under this section. The department may
not award a grant to a district of the public school system under this
section for more than three consecutive fiscal years.

(¢) For purposes of this section, "Asian language" means

Chinese, Japanese, or Korean languages.

HB0O343A -1- HB 343





