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GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL
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I

Position Title
E d u c a t i o n  S p e c i a l i s t  I

No. of Positions
1

Range/Step
9A

D ug . Unit
GGU

I ime Status

F u  11 T  i  me

Staff Months 

12.0
Locution Election D isu ic l

J u n e a u

Type of Expenditure Amount

1 2 3

Salary 4 0 0 3 2

Benefits 1 1 3 7 6

Premium Pay

Other

Total Personal Services 5 1 4 0 8 SJAnfl I

Travel 2 5 0 0
Contractual 5 6 8 0
Commodities 1 1 5 0
Equipment

Other

Total Cost 6 0 7 3 8

Punding Source for Total Cost

Federal Receipts 1002

G  F Match 1003

General Fund 1004

G F  Program Receipts 1005

Other

Justification
T h e r e  a r e  n o  p e r s o n n e l  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w h o  c an

c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  g r a n t  p r o g r a m .  A f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e

s p e c i a l i s t  is n e e d e d  f u l l - t i m e  to:

a. D e v e l o p  r e g u l a t i o n s  f or this p r o g r a m ;

b. D e v e l o p  R e q u e s t s  f o r  P r o p o s a l s  f o r  thi s  p r o g r a m  

b a s e d  o n  s o u n d  p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  a n d  m o s t  c u r r e n t  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s ;

c. A s s u r e  t h a t  a l l  A l a s k a  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  s m a l l  a n d  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  h a v e  equal 

o p p o r t u n i t y  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in this p r o g r a m  by 

p r o v i d i n g  t r a i n i n g  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  assistance'-in 

p r o g r a m  r e g u l a t i o n s  and p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t  

r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

d. P r o v i d e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a nd t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  

s e r v i c e s  to s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  in A s i a n  l a n g u a g e  

p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t .

6 0 7 . 3 8 .

K c q u c s t  F o r  

N e w  P o s i t i o n

Agency
IIKU

C‘um|w»iicnl

E duca tion
E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m  S u p p o r t

O f f i c e  o f  I n s t r u c t i o n a l ______

I m p r o v e m e n t  & E v a l u a t i o n
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Position Title
C l e r U - T v n i s t  III

No. of Positions R ange/Slep
JU L

Barg. Unit
GCUI'iiikt Status 

I'ti 1 1 T  i me
Staff Months 

1 2 .0
Location Election District

Type of Expenditure Amount

1 2 3

SjIjjy 19S7?
Benefits 7900
Premium Pay

Other

Total Personal Services . 2 7 4 7 2 2 7 4 7 2
‘1 ravel

Contractual

Commodities 100
Equipment
Other

Total Cost 27572

Punding Source for Total Cost

1 cdcral Receipts 1002

(5 F Match 1003

General fund 1004 27572
GF Program Receipts 1005

< lihcr

Justification

T o  p r o v i d e  c l e r i c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  p r o g r a m  p o s i t i o n s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  A s ia n  L a n g u a g e  G r a n t  P r o g r a m .

R e q u e s t  F o r  
N e w  P o s i t i o n

Agency 
HIUJ 

( uinponeiil

E d u c a t I o n

E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m  S u p p o r t

O f f i c e  o f  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  
Im p r o v e m e n t  & E v a l u a t i o n

CSHB 
343 

(FIN 
. 

HOUSE 
1/22/88



No. 1

FY 89
Foreign Language Programs 

.Proposed Budget 
Asian Language Grant Program 

January 14, 1988

1 0 0  P E R S O N N E L

Program Specialist (1.0 FTE) * *51,408
Clerical Support (1.0 FTE) <27̂ 472

200 TRAVEL

Program Specialist 2,500

300 CONTRACTUAL

Development of Regulations 2,000
Readers for Grant Proposals 
2 people X $400 (travel) 800
2 people X $80/day X 3 480 1,280

Phone, postage, copying costs 2,400

400 SUPPLIES

Program Guidelines (Printing) 1,250

TOTAL

CSHB 343 (PIN )
HOUSE 1/22/88

$78,880

2,500

5,680

1,250

$88,310

page 4 of 5



JUSTIFICATION 
• *

PERSONNEL

There are no personnel in the Department who can carry out this grant program. A
foreign language specialist is needed full-time to :

a. Develop regulations for this program;

b. Develop Requests for Proposals for this program based on sound program 
planning and most current instructional practices;

c. Assure that all Alaska school districts, especially small and rural districts 
have equal opportunity to participate in this program by providing training 
and technical assistance in program regulations and program development 
requirements;

d. Provide coordination and technical assistance services to school districts 
in Asiao language program development.

A full-time clerical support position is needed to support the above activities.

No. 1
a

CSHB 343 (FIN .
HOUSE 1/22/88

S P E D  8 3 2

page 5 of 5



#

1

2

3
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
24

25

26
27

28

29

5 - 1 4 7 6 L

Original sponsors: Ellis, Martin,Brown, et a l .

IN  THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO . 3 4 3  ( F i n a n c e )

IN  THE LEG ISLATURE- OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

F IFTEEN TH  LEG ISLA TU RE  -  SECOND SE SS IO N

A B IL L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e  s t u d y  g r a n t

f u n d . "
BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLA TU RE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  PU RPO SE . I t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  A c t  t o

( 1 )  a s s i s t  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  t o  p r o v i d e  P a c i f i c  R im  
la n g u a g e  s t u d y  p r o g r a m s ;

( 2 )  e n c o u r a g e  p u p i l s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e s ;

( 3 )  p r o m o t e  g r o w th  i n  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  P a c i f i c  
R im  n a t i o n s .

*  S e c .  2 .  AS 1 4 . 3 0  i s  am en d ed  b y  a d d in g  new  s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :

A R T IC LE  9 .  P A C IF IC  R IM  LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND.

S e c .  1 4 . 3 0 . 7 0 0 .  P A C IF IC  R IM  LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND . ( a )  T h e

P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e  s t u d y  g r a n t  f u n d  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  f u n d  c o n ­

s i s t s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a n d  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  d o n a t i o n s  

m ade f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  f u n d .  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m ay m ake  g r a n t s  f r o m
t h e  f u n d  t o  e l i g i b l e  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  f o r  b o t h

w r i t t e n  a n d  s p o k e n  P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e  s t u d y  p r o g r a m s  i n  g r a d e s  K - 1 2 .  
P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e  s t u d y  p r o g r a m s  m u s t  b e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n d  n o t  i n  

r e p la c e m e n t  o f  e x i s t i n g  f o r e i g n  la n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s .

( b )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  e l i g i b i l i t y

c r i t e r i a  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  g r a n t s  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m ay 
n o t  a w a rd  a  g r a n t  t o  a  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  u n d e r  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  f o r  m o re  t h a n  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  f i s c a l  y e a r s .

( c )  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  " P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e s "  m ean s  R u s s i a n ,
- 1 -  CSHB 3 4 3 ( F i n )
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T a g a lo g ,  C h in e s e ,  J a p a n e s e ,  o r  K o r e a n  la n g u a g e s .

CSHB 3 4 3 (Fin) -2-



N o .  1

R E Q U E S T :

STATE OF ALASKA1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
F I S C A L  N O T E

BILL VERSION : PRWB 3 4 3  (FUN )

PUBLISH DATE : MQQSE-3 /-2?/fl8

R e v is io n  D a te : 1 / 1 4 / 8 8
T i t l e : . . . A s i a n  l a n g u a g e  s t u d y  g r a n t  

f u n d
S p o n s o r : E l l i s .  M a r t i n .  B r o w n .  & B o v p r  
R e q u e s t o r : H o u s e  H E SS_____________________________

E d u c a t i o nAgency Affected: ____________________
B R U  : E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m  S u p p o r t

C om p on en ts  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  Im p r o v e m e n t  
a n d  E v a l u a t i o n _________________________________

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  fn io u s a n d s  o f  D o l la r s )
O P E R A T IN G F Y  8 8 F Y  8 9 F Y  9 0 F Y  9 1 F Y  9 2 F Y  9 3

P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S  
TR A V E L  
C O N TRA C TU A L  
SU P P L IE S  
EQ U IPM EN T  
L A N D *  S T R U C T U R E S  
G R A N T S , C L A IM S  
M ISC ELLA N EO U S

7 8 . 9 7 8 . 9 7 8 . 9 7 8 . 9 7 8 . 9
2 . 5 2 . 5 2 . 5 2 . 5 2 . 5
5 . 7 5 . 7 5 . 7 5 . 7 5 .  7

' . 1 , 2 1 , 2  . 1 , 2 1 , 2 1 , 2

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0 8 8 . 3 8 8 . 3 8 8 . 3 8 8 . 3 8 8 . 3

CAPITAL

R E V E N U E

F U N D I N G :  (T h ou san d s  o f  D o l la r s )
G E N E R A L  F U N D 0 8 8 . 3 . 8 8 . 3 * 8 8 . 3 8 8 . 3 8 8 . 3
F E D E R A L  FU N D S
O THER
TO TA L

P O S I T I O N S :
F U L L T IM E 0 2 2 2 2 2
PA RT -T IM E
T E M PO R A R Y — ■

A N A L Y S I S  :  (A tta c h  a sep a ra te  p ag e  i f  n ece ssa ry )

S e e  a t t a c h e d .

Prepared by: 
Division : _

T o n i  K a h k l e n - J o n e s
E d u c a t i o n

Approved by Commissioner i 
Agency: Education/

P r o g / a m  S u p p A r t J  ,

■ r t fZ C  J s y u
i i i ia a  G. D e m n

Phone: *65-2830 
Date: J U n Z H .

D e m m e r t Date: V M M

Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agencyfies) In terna tiona l Trade

page ot



Position Title
E d u c a t i o n  S p e c i a l i s t  I

No. of Positions
 1______

Range/Step
9A

Barg. Unit
GG U

l i m e  S u i u s  

K u l 1  T i m e

S t a f f  M o n t h s  

1 2 .0
Location Election District

Ju n e a u

Type of Expenditure Amount
1 2 3

SahiY 40032
Benefits 11376
Premium Pay
Other

Total Personal Services 5 1 4 0 8 51408
Travel 2500
Contractual 5680
Commodities 1150 1Equipment
Other j

Total Cost ! 60738
P u n d i n g  S o u r c e  f o r  T o t a l  C o s t

F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s 1002
G F Match 1003
G e n e r a l  F u n d 1004

GF Program Receipts 1005

Other

J u s t i f i c a t i o n

T h e r e  a r e  n o  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w h o  c a n

c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  g r a n t  p r o g r a m .  A  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e

s p e c i a l i s t  i s  n e e d e d  f u l l - t i m e  t o :

a .  D e v e l o p  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  p r o g r a m ;

b .  D e v e l o p  R e q u e s t s  f o r  P r o p o s a l s  f o r  t h i s  p r o g r a m  

b a s e d  o n  s o u n d  p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  a n d  m o s t  c u r r e n t  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s ;

c .  A s s u r e  t h a t  a l l  A l a s k a  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  s m a l l  a n d  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  h a v e  e q u a l  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  p r o g r a m  b y  

p r o v i d i n g  t r a i n i n g  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  

p r o g r a m  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t  

r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

d .  P r o v i d e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  

s e r v i c e s  t o  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  A s i a n  l a n g u a g e  

p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t .

R e q u e s t  F o r  
N e w  P o s i t i o n

Agency
IIKU

C'oui|K)iieni

E d u c a t i o n

E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m  S u p p o r t

O f f i c e  o f  I n s t r u c t i o n a l ___________

I m p r o v e m e n t  &  E v a l u a t i o n

CSHB 
343 

(
F

I
N

-
)

 

HOUSE 
1/22/88



Position Title
C l e r k - T v n i s t  III

No. of Positions Range/Step Barg. Unit
1 RA 0CU

lime Status Staff Months 

Full T i m e  12.0

Location Election District

Ju ne a u 4 ,

Justification >

Type of Expenditure | Amount

! i 2 3
To p r o vid e c lerical support to p rogr am positions

Salai v 1QS72
m v o i v e u  m  tiie A si a n  La nguage Grant Program* 

•

•

* •

flcncf its 7900

Premium Pay
Other

Total Personal Services 2 7 4 7 2  . . 2 7 4  72
Travel

Contractual

Commodities 100
Equipment
Other

Total Cost 27572

Punding Source for Total Cost

federal Receipts 1002

C! F Mitch 1003 t

Ocncral Fund 1004 2 7 5 7 2
OF Program Receipts 1005

(hher

R e q u e s t  F o r  
N e w  P o s i t i o n

Agency

IIKU
('oinponcnl

R d u c a t i o n

E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m  S u p p o r t

O f f i c e  o f  I n s t r u c t i o n a l ___
Im pro vem ent  & Evalu ati on

Page ^ »f 5 
Revised DjIc

F Y  8 9
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No. 1

FY 89
Foreign Language Programs 

Proposed Budget 
Asian Language Grant Program 

January 14, 1988

1 0 0  P E R S O N N E L

Program Specialist (1.0 FTE) * ’51408
Clerical Support (1.0 FTE) *27^72

200 TRAVEL

Program Specialist 2,500

300 CONTRACTUAL
«

Development of Regulations 2,000
Readers for Grant Proposals 
2 people X $400 (travel) 800
2 people X $80/day X 3 480 1,280

Phone, postage, copying costs 2,400

400 SUPPLIES

Program Guidelines (Printing) i ,250

TOTAL

CSHB 343 Otin )
HOUSE 1/22/88

$78,880

2,500

5,680

1 ,250

$88,310

page 4 of 5



No. I

JUSTIFICATION
CSHB 343 (FIN i
HOUSE 1/22/88

PERSONNEL

There are no personnel in the Department who can carry out this grant program. A 
foreign language specialist is needed full-time to :

a. Develop regulations for this program;

b. Develop Requests for Proposals for this program based on sound program 
planning and most current instructional practices;

c. Assure that all Alaska school districts, especially small and rural districts 
have equal opportunity to participate in this program by providing training 
and technical assistance in program regulations and program development 
requirements; i

d. Provide coordination and technical assistance services to school districts 
in Asian-language program development.

A full-time clerical support position is needed to support the above activities.

S P E D  8 3 2

page 5 of 5



I rA o c f tV io r t
ruV^ViA

A M E N D M E N T  t o  H B  3 4 3

P a g e  1 ,  l i n e  1 8  i n s e r t  a f t e r  " e s t a b l i s h e d . "

T h e  f u n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a n d  

p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  d o n a t i o n s  m a d e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

t h e  f u n d .



10014 Crazy Horse Dr.. Juneau. AK 99801 • (907) 586-2303

February 12, 1988

The H o n o r a b l e  J o h n n y  Ellis 

House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

House HESS C o m m i t t e e 

Alaska S tate L eg i s l a t u r e  

Pouch V

Juneau, Al a sk a  99811 

Dear Mr. Ellis:

The p u r p o s e  of this letter is to p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  for HB 34, "An Act 

C r e ating the P a ci f i c  Rim language study g r a n t  fund."

The Juneau School D i s t r i c t  is v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in p r o v i d i n g  Pacific Rim 

language skills for the students of o u r  di st r i c t .  Several of our schools 

have b r ou g h t  e x c h a n g e  teachers o ver f r o m  J a p a n  for l a n g u a g e  and cultural 

e d ucation w i t h i n  the e l e m e n t a r y  schools. M o s t  of these teachers are 

sup po r t e d  by p a r e n t  groups who raise m o n e y  thro ug h  various f u n d- r a i s i n g 

a c tivities such as hotdog sales, ga r a g e  sales, et cetera. As yet, we  do 

n ot have b u d g e t a r y  means by w h i c h  to s u p p o r t  this impo r t a n t  activity.

At t h e -high school level, we have tried a n u m b e r  o f  way s  to f a c i l it a t e  the 

teaching of Ja p a n e s e  and are c u r r e n t l y  c o n t r a c t i n g  w i t h  the U n i v e r s i t y  of 

A l a s k a - S o u t h e a s t  to provide some J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e  experi e n c e .  We hope to 

be able to c o n t i n u e  to provide service but it is d e p e n d e n t  upon a v a r i e t y 

of factors, inc l u di n g  funding.

Please add us to y o u r  list of s upporters. Al a s k a  needs to be at the 

f o r e f r o n t  in c o n t r i b u t i n g  to the c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  betw e e n  all Pacific Rim 

countries. B e c a u s e  of our location a n d  ou r p o s i t i v e  at titude, we have a 

w onderful o p p o r t u n i t y  to bridge the gaps betw e e n  countries.

If yo u  need a live exam p l e  of the wo n d e rf u l  e x p e r i e n c e s  p r o vided by the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i ve s  f r o m  Japan that the J u n e a u  School D is t r i c t  c u r r e n t l y  has, 

p lease let me know. Our J a p a n e se  e x c h a n g e  t e a ch e r s  at G a s t i n e a u  and 

H a r b o r v i e w  are o u t s tanding.

T hank y o u  for y o u r  interest in this critical issue.

E laine M. Hopson, Ph.D. 

D i r e c t o r  of Personnel
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ALASKA COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES
IN AFFILIATION WITH THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THf-SOCIAL STUDIES

F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 8 8

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  E l l i s  

C o - C h a i r ,  H o u s e  H E S S  C o c m i t t e e  

P .  O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l l i s :

C n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  

S t u d i e s ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  y o u r  f i n e  e f f o r t  

r e g a r d i n g  H B 3 4 3 .  T h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  P a c i f i c  R i m  l a n g u a g e  

g r a n t  f u n d  i s  o f  p a r a m o u n t  i n p o r t a n c e .  T t o o  y e a r s  a g o  I  

w a s  p a r t  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  t o u r  t h a t  v i s i t e d  s c h o o l s  i n  

I n d o n e s i a ,  J a p a n ,  H o n g  K o n g  a n d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  R e p u b l i c  o f  

C h i n a .  C U r  w h o l e  g r o u p  q u i c k l y  r e a l i z e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  a  w o r k i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f  l i n g u i s t i c s  d u r i n g  o u r  s c h o o l  

v f s i t s .

A l a s k a ’ s  y o u n g  p e o p l e  n e e d  t h i s  l i n g u i s t i c  k n o w l e d g e  

t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n p e t e  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  c o u n t r i e s  

w i t h i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  R i m .

T h e  A l a s k a  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  u r g e s  y o u  

t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  H B 3 4 3 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

L o u i e  Y a n n o t t i  

P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t ,  A l a s k a  

C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  

P .  O .  B o x  1 1 5  

Y a k u t a t ,  A K  9 9 6 8 9



M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

125 W E S T  EVERGREEN -  P.O. BO X 1688 -  PALMER. A L AS KA  99645-1688 -  (907) 745-4822

B ruc* P. DoM ond, Supa rln tandan t

February 15, 19

Johnny 7? 13 is 
Cc-Chair
i'oi'.pe UFOS ^ n m i t t e e  
Alaska ftate legislature 
Ilcuse cf Representatives 
Pouch v
Jur.eau, AK 99R11 

Dear Mr. Ellis:

Mat-Su Porcugh Schccl District supports IIP 343 , ;;hich 
creates a Pacific Fim Language Grant Fund v/ithin the 
Departnent of Education. However, the Mat-Su Borough School 
District has concerns about adding any new proorams to the 
curriculum of the School District when it in presently 
facing budget cuts and reductions to the curriculum as a 
whole. Fcr example because of budget reductions the present 
foreign language programs in Spanish and French are offering 
fewer courses to interested students.

Many of our worthwhile elective programs have been reduced 
or eliminated in the last two years, creating parental 
concern with regards to students ability «-c compete for 
scholarships in the colleges and universities of their 
choice.

Ir. summary, we support !IB 143 as long as sufficient monies 
are available to support any additions to the curriculum.

Regards,

'orm -aler.sko 
Assistant Cutorintende:

D E D I C A T E D  T O  E X C E L L E N C E E D U C A T I O N



SCHOOL DISTRICT
4600 DeBarr Avenue 

P.O. Box 196614 

Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6614 

A R E A  C O D E  (907] 333-9561

A N C H O R A G E

school board
Minna Roo«nek

William Fnek Vita Prtnoont
Jim Roomson Clam Pul Prtaidant •Ml-M. i96<-&5
Banya Davit Trtuurar Pul PraaiUant 19*54(1
Oairyl Jorc'an Clark Pro Tam
Jean Buchanan Auutim Treanurtr Pul PrtarOam 195344. 196647
Carol Sloloa Parliamamanan

SUPERINTENDENT
William Coats. Ph 0.

February 12, 1988

Rep. Johnny E l l i s ,  Co-Chair 
House HESS Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

H O U S E  BILL 34'

The Anchorage School D is t r ic t  supports funding fo r the
introduction of P a c if ic  Rim languages in  A laska 's  schools.

The Anchorage School D is t r ic t  is  cu rre n tly  o ffe rin g  Japanese in 
two of our high schools. We are a lso  in  the process of a p ilo t  
elementary foreign language program in Japanese and/or Spanish.

Other P a c if ic  Rim a c t iv i t ie s  w ith in  the D is t r ic t  included a
Statewide conference in A p ril of 1986 which was attended by more 

•than 400 people. We are a lso  p ilo t  testin g  a Japanese so c ia l 
stud ies un it at the Kindergarten leve l and in the process of
developing a f i r s t  grade Chinese so c ia l studies u n it . This month 
w i l l  mark the opening of the Asian Alaskan C u ltu ra l Center which 
was constructed in conjunction with one of our elementary
schools.

\ .

The Anchorage School D is t r ic t  recognizes and supports the 
c u ltu ra l and economic t ie s  between Alaska and the P a c if ic  Rim.
The recommendations o f our P a c if ic  Rim Advisory Committee 
incorporated into our long range plans include the addition of 
so c ia l stud ies un its on P a c if ic  Rim countries and the 
introduction o f P a c if ic  Rim languages into  the curricu lum . House 
B i l l  343 would enable us to introduce add itional languages 
w ithout deleting any other languages or program from the current 
cu rricu lum .

WILLIAM COATS - SUPERINTENDENT

ww

cc Gene Thompson, Deputy Superintendent of In stru ctio n  
Ruth A. K e itz , Executive D ire c to r , Curriculum and

In stru ctio n a l Services 
Doug P h i l l ip s ,  Coordinator, Socia l Studies Program

WW16.i2



Unalaska 
City School 
District

Representative Johnny Ellis, Co-Chair
A laska House of Representatives
Committee on Health, Education, and Social Services
Pouch V
Juneau, A laska 99811

February 9, 1988
e e b 1 2

Dear Representative Ellis:

Thank you fo r providing me with copies of HB 341 and HB 343 
relating to Asian Language instruction. I strongly support this 
proposa l. I ag ree whole-heartedly with your expressed concern that 
the need fo r know lege o f a second language, particularly an Asian 
language, is going to be essential fo r the children in our schools 
today who intend to participate in the economic and business life of 
A laska and the world o f the twenty-first century.

As a schoo l administrator in small rural high schoo ls of A laska, I 
have successfu lly introduced one such language (Russian) into the 
curriculum, and hope that, with funds available, I can continue to 
implement such instruction.

Thanks again for keeping me informed.

S incere ly  yours,

John 'S . Novak, Superintendent

" o u c h  2 6 0 . O n a ia s x a . A la s k a  9 9 6 8 5  • (9 0 7 )  5 8 1 - 1 2 2 2  •  J o h n  N o v a k , S u p e r in re n a e n r



STEPHEN V  V A T E S  : ^ V N   ................................
Superintendent ;. i >.\. a :'.

907-832-56^5 ‘ 7iM,Vl*•0#
XEXAXA Cm' PUBLIC SCHOOLS [?ILL speak

I’.o  B ox  00010 ‘ UMniss
N E X . V X A .  . Y L A S K A  ' J ’J T t i O  

'.'07-H;V2-54()4

Fe b ruary 4, 1988

H o n o r ab l e  J o h n n y  Ellis 

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. Box V (MS 3100) 

June a u ,  Ak. 99811

F r o  -c t  -

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ellis,

On b e h a l f  o f  the s t udents, s t a ff  and pare n t s  of the Ne n a n a  City 

Public School D i s t r i c t  I w a n t  to t hank you for s p o n s o r i n g  H ouse Bill 

343 a n d  H o u s e  Bill 341, p r o m o t i n g  Pacific Ri m  l an g u a g e  study. Please 

be a w a r e  t h a t  w e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  s u p p o r t  these bills and s tand ready 

to do a n y t h i n g  w e  can to a s s u r e  t heir passage.

Sincerely,

Stephen V. Yates 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

SVY/ks

"S'enana. Alaska —  llo tu♦? nt tlw h e  C lassic'



SCHOOL DISTRICT
4600 DeBarr Avenue 

P.O. Box 196614 
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6614 

AREA CODE [907] 333-9561

A N C H O R A G E

I n l e t  V ie w  S c h o o l  
1219 "N" S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A k . 99501

F e b r u a r y  5 , 1988

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  E l l i s  
C o - C h a ir m a n  H o u s e  H ESS  C o m m it t e e  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  AK 99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l l i s ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  HB 341 a n d  HB 343. T h i s  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  f u n d i n g  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  e n a b l e  t h e  I n l e t  V ie w  S c h o o l  
a n d  c o m m u n it y  t o  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r e  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  t h e  P a c i f i c  R im  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
a n d  l a n g u a g e s  t h a t  s h ow  u s  m u c h  p r o m is e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  s t a t e .

P le a s e  d o  v i g o r o u s l y  p u r s u e  t h e  a b o v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  k n o w in g  t h a t  o u r  s t a f f  
a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o m m u n it y  a r e  s u p p o r t i v e .

G e o r g e  R ^ k o s ,  P r i n c i p a l  
I n l e t  V ie w  S c h o o l

G R /m ta
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£ni
ALASKA FOREIGN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION

4 1 5  F a r e w e l l  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a ,  9 9 7 0 1  

J a n u a r y  10, 1 9 8 8

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  E l l i s  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

P . O .  B o x  V  ' J A N  1 5

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  J o h n n y :

T h i s  i s  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  i d e a  t o  p r o v i d e  1 0 0 %  f u n d i n g  f o r  s t a r t i n g  o r

e n h a n c i n g  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  A s i a n  l a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s  i n  A l a s k a .

F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  p l a n  a r e  n e e d e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 8 7  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  c a m e  o u t  s t r o n g l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  S u b s e q u e n t  

d i s c u s s i o n  l e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s :

1. I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  c u l t u r a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  

a w a r e n e s s  w o r l d w i d e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e  A s s o c i a ­

t i o n  ( A F L A )  s u p p o r t s  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  a l l  f o r e i g n  l a n ­

g u a g e  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e

i s  e x p a n s i o n  t o  i n c l u d e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  m i d d l e ,  j u n i o r  

h i g h  a n d  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  t h o s e  i n  h i g h

s c h o o l s .  A s  s u c h ,  A F L A  a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  p h r a s e  i n  t h e

p r o p o s a l  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h a  A s i a n  l a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s  

t h u s  f u n d e d  w o u l d  s u p p l e m e n t  a n d  n o t  r e p l a c e  e x i s t i n g  

f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s .

2. S c h o o l s  a n d / o r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  s t a t e - f u n d e d  p r o ­

g r a m s  w o u l d  u s e  t h e  m o n e y  t o  h i r e  q u a l i f i e d ,  c e r t i f i e d  

t e a c h e r s  d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d / o r  d i s t r i c t  h i r i n g  

p o l i c y ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h i s  i n v o l v e s  a  s t a t e w i d e  o r  

o u t - o f - s t a t e  s e a r c h .  A F L A ' s  i n t e n t  i s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  

t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  h i r e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  p r o g r a m s  

t h e i r  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  c h a n c e  o f  s u c c e s s .

3. M e m b e r s  o f  A F L A  a r e  w i l l i n g  a n d  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  i n p u t ,

s u g g e s t i o n s  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  p l a n  a s  

i t  d e v e l o p s .  S p e c i f i c  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  k e y  

s c h o o l s  a n d  a g e  g r o u p s  t o  b e  t a r g e t e d ,  a n d  g o a l s  a n d  

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .

A F L A  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  i n t e r e s t  s h o w n  b y  y o u  a n d  t h e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  i n  d e v e l ­

o p i n g  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s  in t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  M i k e  T r a v i s

f r o m  D O E  a t  t h e  A F L A  s t a t e  c o n f e r e n c e .  H e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  

t h i s  e x c i t i n g  p r o p o s a l  t o  e x p a n d  A s i a n  l a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D o u g  B r u c e ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  A F L A
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ALASKA FOREIGN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION

? e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
J o h n n y  E l l i s  
? . C  Bo x  V 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1

G e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l l i s :

I  commend y o u  ( o r  p r o p o s i n g  a n  A s i a n  L a n g u a g e  S t u d y  G r a n t  f u r . c  o f  5 I GGO 0 0 0  w i t h  t.ne 
O e o a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  The  h i l l  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h e  ( a c t  t h a t  A l a s k a  . v . n n o t  h o s e : a  d e ­
v e l o p  c l o s e  c o m m e r c i a l  a nd  c u l t u r a l  t i e s  w i t h  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  .-vim c o u n t r i e s  w i t r . o u t  o r e -  
p a r i n g  t h e  c i t i z e n s  f o r  t h i s  new o p e n i n g .  O u r  i m m e d i a t e  c o m p e t i t o r s  —  I t h i n *  o f  C a l i -  
f o r n i a ,  O r e g o n  and  W a s h i n g t o n  —  a r e  a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  s o e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r - /  ^  
t u n i t l e s  t o  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  seem t o  b e .  i n  a n umbe r  o :  a r e a s ,  a h e a d  o f  u s .

I w o u i d  l i k e  t o  s t r e s s  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h a t  a n y  e f f o r t  t o  d e v e l o p  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  p r o ­
g r a m s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  o n e s  f o c u s e d  upon  i n  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e q u i r e s  GGNTtS l ” ? Y :  c o n ­
t i n u i t y  i n  f u n d i n g  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a na  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n :  c o n ­
t i n u i t y  i n  o f f e r i n g  a g i v e n  l a n g u a g e  o v e r  t i m e  a n d  on s e v e r a l  l e v e l s ,  o n  t h e  r a r e  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n v o l v e d .

L e a r n i n g  a n o t h e r  l a n g u a g e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e s e  A s i a n  l a n g u a g e s ,  t a k e s  a  l o t  o f  t i m e  a n d  
c om m i t m e n t .  P r e p a r i n g  A l a s k a n s ,  a n d  k e e p i n g  t hem p r e p a r e d ,  f o r  c l o s e r  t i e s  w i t n  A s i a  
muse be  a l o n g - t e r m ,  an o n - g o i n g  t h i n g  —  j u s t  i s  we .' .ope t o  d o  b u s i n e s s  w i t : :  t h e s e  n a ­
t i o n s  o n  a l o n g - t e r m ,  o n - g o i n g  b a s i s .  A l a s k a  w i l l  r e a p  t h e  t e n e t  i t s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e ­
g i s l a t i o n  n o t  i n  two  o r  t h r e e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i n  t e n  o r  s ' v e n t v  y e a r s ,  : t h e . e t i o r t  c a n  Pe 
k e p t  u p .

Gan f u n d i n g  c o n t i n u i t y  be b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  b i l l  . T e a t  m g  t h e  : . : : i o . ’  H av e  v o u  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  an endowment  whose  I n t e r e s t  w o u l d  p a y  t o r  g r a n t s  t o  - c h o o l s . '  T i e d  i n  w i t h  i 
• . l i d i n g  s c a l e  and p e r h a p s  w i t h  m a t c h i n g  t u n d s  i f r om,  - . i s t r i c t s ,  \ i  i > * .m  n u « i i : , - > s  a n d  
f e d e r a l  s o u r c e s  ) .  a n  endowment  o f  5 -  li> m i l l i o n  c » n l d  mace  m o s s i m l e  o i  I n :  . ’  ' e a r n i n g  
. v e r  a  t e n  v e j r  wpan .  "i  t h e  o t h e r  h a m l ,  i s  an • • n o o s . - e i t  • r i t  !.•••• r , m , .  •.<! • r * • 1 1 I v  
•■■as i d l e ? .............

• n o t n e r  c r u c i a l  p o i n t  a r e  u n d o i i l i t e i l l  v  t h e  •• I i : tm i  1 i • •• r : t ,  
wpp os e  t h e s e  . ' i l l  we w o r k e d  o u t  ’>v ’ h e  i a l K  - t a l i ,  .:■..•>• •

r . ce a g a i n :  i •*».».|» I v ■upr oc i . t f o  s o u r  • .i i r : . i t  i v e .  . ’ - i * e  *:o . :  u  •.• • •
• HVL •uesf. 'IIS -r : ' ■ .»l '"M l, . •:! -Ilf .. ■ ,;i< ..is .
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P a r e n t  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  
G a s t i n e a u  S c h o o l ,  D o u g la s ,  AX . 
J a n u a r y  1 5»  1 9 8 5

T o :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  E l l i s M m  j  -

L e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l l i s
G a s t i n e a u  S c h o o l ,  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,

s e r v e s  t h e  c o m m u n it y  o f  D o u g la s  a n d  D o u g la s  I s l a n d .  G u r  s t u d e n t  
p o p u l a t i o n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  s e t  a t  3 1 2  e le m e n t a r y  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . ,
F o r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  o u r  p a r e n t  g r o u p  h a s  s p o n s o r e d  a  J a p a n e s e  
t e a c h e r  who h a s  p r o v i d e d  o u r  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
J a p a n e s e  la n g u a g e  a n d  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  a n d  c u s t o m s  o f  J a p a n .  
P a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  s u c h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  we a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  s t a y  o f  c u r  t e a c h ­
e r  f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r .  T h e  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  t h i s  p l a c e s  o n  o u r  
P a r e n t  G r o u p  i s  s t a g g e r i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  o f  o u r  r e l a t i v e l y  
s m a l l  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  e c o n o m ic  s lu m p  b e in g  
e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  J u n e a u .  A s  i s  u s u a l l y  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  
s u c h  a  p r o g r a m  a r e  s h a r e d  b y  a l l  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  w h i le  t h e  comm­
i t m e n t  t o  f u n d r a i s i n g  i s  b o r n e  b y  a  fe w  o f  o u r  m o re  d e d i c a t e d  
p a r e n t s .

Y o u r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  H o u s e  B i l l s  34-1 a n d  34-3 w h ic h  w o u ld  a p p r o ­
p r i a t e  f u n d i n g  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  a n  A s i a n  L a n g u a g e  F u n d  f o r  A la s k a n  
s c h o o l s ,  i s  a  m o s t  t i m e l y  a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e  s t e p  i n  p r e p a r i n g  o u r  
c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e s .  O u r  P a r e n t  a d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  w o u ld  
l i k e  t o  e x t e n d  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  y o u  f o r  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h i s  n e e d  
a n d  o f f e r  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t n e s e  b i l l s .  ,'e w o u ld  
h o p e  t h a t  t h e  A la s k a  l e g i s l a t u r e  w o u ld  j o i n  y o u  i n  y o u r  e f f o r t s  
t o  d e v e lo p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  s t r o n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  o i .e s  w i t h  th e  P a c i f i c

G i n e e r e l y ,

ir-.-n r. .« * *C *  —
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M a r c h  1 ,  1 9 8 8

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  E l l i s  

C o - C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

C o m m i t t e e  o n  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  &  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

P  o  u  c  h  V  .  J ? '

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  M r .  E l l i s  :  '

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  o f f e r  m y  s u p p o r t  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  H B  3 4 3  .  R e p r e s e n . t i n g  a  

r u r a l  d i s t r i c t  I  s e e  t h i s  a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

E d u c a t i o n  t o  u s e  t h e  s t a t e ' s  t e l e v i s i o n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  t o  o f T e r  t h e s e

l a n g u a g e  c o u r s e s  s t a t e w i d e .  A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  d i s t r i c t s  c o u l d

p u r c h a s e  o r  c o p y  s e l e c t e d  v i d e o s  o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  c u l t u r e '  o f  t h e s e  

c o u n t r i e s .

M a n y  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  S i s t e r - S c h o o I s  p r o j e c t  w i t h  s o m e  

P a c i f i c - R i m  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  s t u d e n t s  n o w  i s  i n

E n g l i s h .  T h i s  c o u l d  c h a n g e .

I  s e e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t y i n g  t o g e t h e r  P a c i f i c  R i m  s t u d i e s  a n d  t h e  

S i s t e r - S c h o o l s  p r o g r a m s  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  t h e i r  r e l e v a n c y  f o r  s t u d e n t s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S a r a h  H a n u s k e - H a m i 1  t o n  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

S H H : s t c

*HOLY CROSS '.IME VIllAGE M cG rath shageiuk 'ACOTMA
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UnfUOfiSari UrBy Andtu) Olstn
m Marti • *>|flrtarma In  ll IMir IfMfira I* braHa knjwfl IMlIl I ma)a* MtkhalaAlrili Bum |(ll,AlMlllM|Ml<hMMtrtag ag will tnrtag l i Hi IlkklAg ladartrg Hill rt m Idjacciab, VI in  bglkg W kraal (Ml Inf i l l  Mrrlrr l |  Irtradanag IM Jiim m  tad CMm ln |iiy i . im rf vMtl ll I fund MpaduM a rmnc Pta» (rilira elm li ilw rnrrtrad Mil hr «m f ir  Ihi In in  im  Ito rtahktl vlll M l • *o*d M lf iid  art ■ rn'ir aadrritiAdlag hi IMm n U n
Manufactured
Ft g i lu c l i
By }ayUne 

V ilenonHtvt p i rvtr notice* ttot olmeet tvtrf lillU iml-lMcl, trlaktt,rfrfto* Mm), fih Kt, p«fdl trtf h* in  all Nx«(idMi) Ik ollNr cum, uro, k>̂  r«hQ, IN Pfclllp'ttt K JOpKA? liber Ik thnc cmlrM ll MCKNm Cttllf tNft II ll hit l i  IN IMM StoUs, M CMpKNiM ItV* INir P*C*«ts ittatflCtart* IK tao t4 tNst plieto, WvtiitMppNtolN u 3 Urf fMe, IN mKi cIkm tot* t frt» ontoumvill K fr**K tf .NptMttHbIkkmmk ll IN fir I* frNWry Wrap I mM M if IN MK vtotNr #f m* N‘4 picb* if t*y WKthn to UN Nek from Mi oto* Is UuN. iitf N rrplto*,* ItotWsrttrtf, bet ovarftWif I wv v«o ar* end aval Nrt frtm UmT 3*fr«l Bettorltd nrrttlnl
Timber 7tad*

A M)»r ptrl if AtoiU'i •cowr'f it Ik IN bator (rtfariry A let tf kw| Ik IN ototo li mt* •tlliny timber #f«lly U Ptctric Rim ctvtfrfcs sue*M vbfKR trtf Chine WIN* trade vtlh IN* to ctartf net, tor timber fiptft vovll mosl IIUI| N irtuNtf Itoi vttlf leaf M NH tamptoyU ptcpla NfilsIN state!

TrcwU
By Alt*. Sinyh
AlesU Inde* II I til. ftc, tintor, MMriii, artf flil ytik IN Ptclfk Rim tioatrto* Ik rotara IN| ttrtf « lUctrtak IWm, Im4t mtnrroli, wtf ilNr tMffy prtdcts vMcb vt mt4 Aluki Ira* l> flftortrt I* IN mkm IN) vt NkI Kelnllf IrsN IN I km Kvtbtref •Nvt. v* Mil IIWINMlN ink vt f«r<NM IN ttoms Utm INmlNttNy Nve IN vt 

Kttd. Wi Indi vtlk IMmawrirla Ik IM PkIKc tin ICKM, Jkfk, hMi Ukf. IktVk*. IM IM PMgia BlfMkMCMM
rUakkon
econom y

AIhM KaMmy li k«W V> MV MHCk livh v< *t, pfttun ink nkk, ink Mv iMfey hwllll Mina aidnm nr omi Hadfar (M gear of 1986, Mata iradvcad I t 2 h 27 0 Mllhakairill Mall ardanatlnahdeotrmikii b 167 IhlllaacaMe faat la faa iriiMlaaaMrkainm w Haifa ad 70,000 la 
100,000 Inaa vara cat and >rad itavi S0K ad IMaa Iraaa vara Iradad ta gIMr natlam Alala accavaii hr SOU ad IM hdal aaMfl ad flak caagM la IM US. Wllfc a vWaaaaa aaafaad aalaa la IM US Vflik a vkatnaaM aaadud aalaa vain ad »I lllllaa Ik •ImiiIi a lalal ad 70 mUUaabnaadcaal and IS law ad gaartz van itlaad IM ilaca ItOO'a 30 nlllM aaataj ad *ald, n il (Ma a klllMaa fanda ad catnr, 50 ndlllaa fanda ad had, and 70 mlhan paanda af alhar Ma Maantraaiad Iraai alula adaaa. Alaala piadoa 72 ail ad IM 30 alwiili paicMaaddrm IM Panne Bin cooalllta l« taaniia. 600,00 paapla villtad Alula laaldd gear, vilk a Walaiaanhlaii ad a 
ktlllan *llari II la lialtlaalid Ikal kg IM fir 199(1, I mill Ian tuple vlll Mva maihd 
Alula

RIM THE*
FUTURI IS

Mary IKidon a Alaaandar Stnih are naklng Cong Aao 01 Ding (Hot I Spicy Chicken)
C u r r e n c y  

By mh€ Xtmbcr
CxthMfi rtlM irtvrrp ImporUM Ik toKiyi NdImm Ik AImIi vt pt| mom tttictlw tt crcNngi r»N« Ik IN PkcIAc Rim NUin Nckum mod if aor IrNt tCKfamf li bM«J Ik IN Pacific Rim. II Itvarf Imftrttrt Nr ut H kttp •» ap w || Nans It halpf prNlcI vdNr §a •( k CKtrrtry vlll loom or Ivrt ini II kIm Nipt m NclN N iKvtal Ik r«r«lfK MtNM.llitW NIivKrtMmi if IN ImptrtaM ixcNnpi

couNTpy/cupgtwcY ropiKXos us romcH

P a c i f ic  n im
by flndy I

Here ara some of tbe languages tbf 
counlrips Among these you will notic 
longuagesdepending on the pooulotion

.a n g u ag esliamg

C h in a n e s  . R u s s ia
BrerboigonlByeloruaitanChuuoshCzechGeorgian

KuzokhKirghizMorduin

MIS t K A4 1A/DAIAA ATS 1 KBCAkHAOA/DOll AP 71 1 37HONOKONO/DOtLAR IBS 7 32JAP AN AIN 00626 13* 73CMMA/YUAN 122N KORfA/V0N 10
• TUtSC CXCHANCC RATfS CMANCI DAkV

Corporation In v a s io n
J»ptr«M ctmptMM•r> mv coflqarrlnf AmtrloiK rarltli by iNAlhf f«ci«na IK IN UiUfNSIila TNypnfir li iptA INm li IN mil vwtKrffiulh bectwM INf xt »mt if IN 'Mcrinc* ivrrylMnf* vtrk ilMca INI kliptNN vtrkira Nl JuKt ifltr IN var.Jtptnot compoMeavlll iffrr .a projicIN

840.000 KMIIaral NV )tb» in IN nad Oacadt IN recortf jhovloip of IN Yea iptiiBt IN U S dollar iN IN labor unlora U«bllU« U afftmn Na illrvtd for juccwiful ciptNien IntoINUmledSlilwlMi vill be a WiMinf for roftsumtu ond miadlc cIku blur collar vofkoro

Chinese Ttn Pals
TNrt «ro a j|«J»M> Nro ll IdgKvmN vNara corroipondlnf vtIK JlirknU Ik IMnt. IN •INinlo vN or# ottoNInf INir secs rtf gear Ik a CM mm dm d hfHS Nvt NKptlaframlN tkfrl •2 ftdilo ScNtl, vMck li kIm •Nifivr slitorxbooli. If p« va«14 IIU to Nva a Padflc Rim pa* po »N«M ctolacl hra Yirf- la. IN CMnm iKstrxtor •I Ml. UgacamN. CM mm Unfoaya la not naa**rr, •rtf Nip la tffirad

t f(Nnevr Cnglnh , llao - fine

ific Rim SUtcr SchoolsBy Andrea Porlcr 
Aiittor Khod la • pnfrem pvl toQtlNr by IN DtptdnM §t fdxatlon to txcNef* lottoro, vi4m, 

V  * 'V  "tf pNtofripN a rtf kImrJ X  Amtof a baila tor a ilafca!•N stoA Iraval orNnp proqrom.AArr a xkal •ppIlM tor a alitor kN*1 and r«smminijj n  orra af tocatiia, IN OOf mtklaa »f an) mlfN a vNol,At hi. UfocamN Mifto School v« Nva rvo dolor tcNilo tocotN la IN ParlflcRlm One of vMcb ll *Hafat hi Ail • ScNtT la CMm HcfH la IN ariui af AaM Pravlnct, vUcbli illnlrtf NtvcfK INYoriftn Rlvtr and IN K«i Rlvtr Ik fasl CMaa IN OINr ochotl vbicb va art ucNngm« vilto la*ttorirM hb yto ScNd* vMcb li loratod Ik _ , I HrtlaIN, Jopai•re snoken in our five main Pacific Rim 
hot most of them contain many 
the country They are os follows

IL- iV iW
PipiJopancst Lljsslylcs By Carrie Peyucs

IN Homo:IN IratfltliNl JtptM«t-il|li Naaat vtra wvilly tva storm Wfa maN of VMdift let ms I rtf vttlo, viihatlli raof TNf aiaaoM ill A ny parnti m viaNva artf Awrs TN floor ws con red vrttb cuoMorvl ilrav matt a I tod *talimr tor INir camfort. INm mta vtra •ivrys clna, beam shoe vtra ntvtr vtra la IN Nim, Ooct INK. INf sually alaft ta fetftfiay in' 
vis rtiita toi aa int TiUmi.* TM* baAflnf v*s atorvf rvtf it cWstls dvtinj toetfof o* IN ipeot WvK N mti (>r of Nr par pun. As a malt it amaf iptca vfMly, vary IHto feraliare vts

• h -n n
CNnntltyI trtrvtry 199j.

INJapaatsa peopto on mart artf rtort Uklng U IN Weston stylo of living Or* reason tot *9 bacauM mart MfH-rist •pvlRMKU tra Nlng am It INf mv an things Ilka cNfrSg UHw. bab ictf other Hrtfe ef fvroltaro, •IINofh IN irNltlonal illdn dun ortf TattraT notrs ort still bday 1 IN Wtstorner Im vttoly Influenced IN am Jtptrasa llfeslvla. but IMr onctoM einianl vtip vlll wvtr fode avty.
C u la iiu t
OrtiaWriad:IM Japancaa dlat mlAlg ravalvat in wad vMI (keg a i cttch ar gov la IM acaak llik.hrlMluo. Ma Mia IM ml a bacta at (ratdi Ik IM Jimmm did. 01 Far andwwfe era ikrthf, aalaua, and Iim TMg m
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Pag Stout Rtgion VI Olraclor 6208 E. 34th Avenue Ancnorage. Alaska 99504
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ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE
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JUNEAU OFFICE
11)5 MUNICIPAL WAY SUITE U)2 JUNEAU ALASKA 99.101 19071 586-3090

FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
2118 CUSHMAN STREET FAIRBANKS ALASKA 99701 (9071 456 4435

March 14, 1988

TO: Representative Al Adams, Chairman
Members, House Finance Committee

FROM: Judy Salo, NEA-Alaska

RE: CSHB 341 & CSHB 343; "An Act creating the Pacific Rim Language
Study Grant Fund" and the companion appropriations bill.

NEA-Alaska supports and encourages passage of CSHB 343 and CSHB 341.

We support the concept of the addition of foreign language study opportunities for 
Alaska students.
The geographic location and trade relations of Alaska, particularly with regard to 
the fishing industry, make the study of Pacific Rim languages potentially very 
useful for Alaska students.

Our expectations are that foreign language teachers under this program will be 
fully qualified and certified.

By providing a quality program in Asian language for our students we may 
promote Pacific Rim trade and a cultural exchange. Perhaps more importantly, wc 
may provide economic opportunity for our students.

Many fishing and tourism industry jobs would be immediately open to young 
Alaskans fluent in Japanese and other Pacific Rim languages.
LC/HB341343/dl
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O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

OFFICE O F  INTERNATIONAL T RADE

S T E V E C O W P E R ,  G O V E R N O R

7TH FLOOR FRONTIER BUILOINO 
3801C STREET. SUITE 798 
ANCHORAOe. ALASKA 99503-8834 
PHONE! (907) 681-5585

March 15, 1988

Representative Johnny E llis
Co-Chair, House Health, Education and Social Services 
Room 106 , Capitol 
Juneau, A laska 98111

Dear Representative E llis  and HESS Committee members:

I write in support o f CS HB343 , an act creating the Pacific Rim 
language study grant fund and CS HB 341, an act appropriating funds 
to the language program.

The primary mission o f the O ffice o f International Trade is to foster 
and promote international economic development fo r and by 
Alaskans wishing to internationalize their businesses. It is critical 
that future generations o f Alaskans understand not only the 
economic language o f the marketplace but the cultural and 
diplomatic language o f the host country fo r business purposes.

Alaska's primary trading relationships are with the Pacific Rim  
nations. This includes, but is not limited to, Japan, South Korea, 
Taiwan, China and the Soviet Union. By appropriating state resources 
to the study o f these nations' languages, the state encourages 
students to learn the linguistic elements o f Pacific nations' languages 
while also contributing to a generation o f Alaskans who better 
understand our trading partners.

In addition to urging prompt attention to this b ill, I  would like to add 
three comments:

1. It is essential that the Department o f Education seek advice on 
methodologies fo r developing language training in Alaska;

PAGE -  2  -  REPRESENTATIVE ELLIS
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2. It is important to emphasize the distinction between written and 
spoken language training. Written languages are important fo r the 
fo llow ing reasons:

* research
* appreciation o f cultures; general systems o f understanding and 
organizing thoughts, patterns o f cultural interaction;
* facilitation o f rapid acculturation when travelling in a foreign 
nation;
* encourages host nationals respect fo r the foreigners efforts to learn 
a bit about their nation.

3. Governor Cowper is presently promoting an Alaska-Soviet Far East 
Initiative which seeks to increase trade and cultural exchanges with 
our Siberian neighbors. It is highly like ly  that A laska’s relations with 
Siberia w ill continue to expand; it w ill be increasingly important that 
Alaskans understand our neighbors language, culture and trading 
patterns. Therefore, I  encourage you to consider mentioning the 
Russian language as an important, but not pivotal, arena fo r future 
studies.

Please do not hesitate to call upon our office fo r any further 
information. Again, I  urge you and your committee members to pass 
CS HB 343 and 341.

Acting D irector



PACIFIC RIM LANGUAGE G R A N T  FUND
1 11

On be h a l f  o f  the Paci f i c  Rfm Society of Ketchikan, I w o u l d  like 

to ex t e n d  a show of support to this grant fund, As a Paci fi c  Film 

community, w e  feel kn o w l e dg e  of second languages Is an important 

a sset to ou r  c o mmunity development. A n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  will testify 
t h a t  c u l t u r e  Is passed through language. Having the o p p o r t u ni t y  

to study the Pacific P.lm languages Is Important to understand the 

cultu r e s  that are our closest neighbours,

Ou r  co m m u ni t y  has a great deal of cont a c t  w i t h  our Paci f i c Rim 

neighbours, e s p ec i a l l y  In the area of trade, R e c ently the Pacific 

Rim Soci e t y  ho s t e d  visits by Japanese P rofessors, T a i w a n  businessmen, 

and the A u s t r a l i a n  Counsul General. W e  have an e x c h a n g e  prog r a m 

w i t h  Katayama, J a p a n  w he r e  a number of o u r  students travelled to 

Japan and a n u m b e r  of J a p anese students returned to visit Ketchikan. 

M a n y  o f  our Ketchikan students realized the value o f  knowing the 

language in order to c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  the Japanese, T hese are 

o u r  communities' future e m ployment pool and will p r o b ab l y  In some 

w a y  be Involved w i t h  these Paci f i c  Rtm countries.

On a personal level, my dau g h t e r, ( a n  8th grader) w h o  Is p l a nn i n g  

to pa r ti c i p a t e  In the e x c h a n g e  this year by g oing to Japan, 

prepared for the visit by housing on e  of  the J a p a n e s e  students 

last year a n d , f i n d i n g  It difficult to c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  the student, 

en r olled In the c o l l e g e  and took an evening J a p a n e s e  language 

course in a d dition to her full course load at the Junior High school.

We support any language grant fund for the future o f  our community. 

Any c o m m u n i c a t i v e  skills that we can o f fe r  o u r future leaders is 

an important project to pursue.

Sincerely,

( n c m m

Helen M c M u r t r l e

President, P a c i f i c  Rim Soci e t y  of Ketchikan
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March 14, 1988

TO: Representative A1 Adams, Chairman
Members, House Finance Committee

FROM: Judy Salo, NEA-Alaska
RE: CSHB 341 & CSHB 343; "An Act creating the Pacific Rim Language

Study Grant Fund" and the companion appropriations bill.

NEA-Alaska supports and encourages passage of CSHB 343 and CSHB 341.
We support the concept of the addition of foreign language study opportunities for 
Alaska students.
The geographic location and trade relations of Alaska, particularly with regard to 
the fishing industry, make the study of Pacific Rim languages potentially very 
useful for Alaska students.
Our expectations are that foreign language teachers under this program will be 
fully qualified and certified.
By providing a quality program in Asian language for our students we may 
promote Pacific Rim trade and a cultural exchange. Perhaps more importantly, we 
may provide economic opportunity for our students.

Many fishing and tourism industry jobs would be immediately open to young 
Alaskans fluent in Japanese and other Pacific Rim languages.
LC/HB341343/dl
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10014 Crazy Horse Dr.. Juneau. AK 99801 • (907) 586-2303

February 12, 1988

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

H ouse HES S  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  

P ouch V

Juneau, Al a sk a  99811 

D e a r  Mr. Ellis:

Th e  p u r p o s e  o f  this letter is to provide s u p p o r t  for HB 34, "An A c t  

C r e a t i n g  the Pa c i f i c  Ri m  language s tudy g rant fund."

T he Juneau School D i s t r i c t  is v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d in providing Pacific Rim 

l a n g u a g e  skills for the students o f  our district. Several of our schools 

have b r o u g h t e x c h a n g e  t e a c h e r s o v e r  from  J a p a n  for language and cultural 

e d u c a t i o n  w i t h i n  the e l e m e n t a r y  schools. M o s t  o f  t hese teachers are 

s u p p o r t e d  by p ar e n t  groups w h o  raise m o n e y  thro u gh  various fund - ra i s i n g 

a c t i v i t i e s  such as ho t d o g  sales, ga r a g e  sales, et cetera. As yet, we do 

no t  have b u d g e t a r y  m eans by w h i c h  to supp o r t  this imp o rt a n t  activity.

At t.he high school level, we have tried a n u m b e r  of ways to f a c i l i t a t e  the 

teaching of J a p a n e s e  and are c u r r e n t l y  c o n t r a c t i n g  with the U n i v e r s i t y  of 

A l a s k a - S o u t h e a s t  to prov i d e  som e  J a p a n e s e  l a n guage experience. We hope to 

be able to c o n t i n u e  to p ro v i d e  service b u t  it is d e p e n d e n t  upon a v a r i e t y  

of factors, in c l u d i n g  funding.

Please add us to y o u r  list of supporters. Ala s k a  needs to be at the 

f o r e f ro n t  in c o n t r i b u t i n g  to the c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  betw e e n  all Pacific Rim 

countries. B e c a u s e  of o u r  location and o u r  p o s i t i v e  attitude, we have a 

wonderful o p p o r t u n i t y  to br i d g e the gaps b e t we e n  countries.

If y o u  nee d  a live e x a m pl e  of the wonderful ex p e r i e nc e s  provided by the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from J a p a n  that the Jun e a u  School D i st r i c t  c u r r e n t l y  has, 

please l e t  m e  know. O u r  J a p a n e s e  e x c h a n ge  teachers at Gas ti n e a u  and 

H a r b o r v i e w  are o u ts t anding.

T h a n k  yo u for y o u r  i nt e r e s t  in this critical issue.

' Elaine M. Hopson, Ph.D. 

D i r e c t o r  o f  Personnel
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ALASKA COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES
IN AFFILIATION WITH THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE'SOCIAt STUDIES

February 23, 1988

i

Representative Johnny Ellis 
Co-Chair, House HESS Committee 
P. 0. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Ellis:

Cn behalf of the Alaska Council for the Social 
Studies, I would like to recognize your fine effort 
regarding HB343. The creation of a Pacific Rim language 
grant fund is of paramount importance. I\vo years ago I 
was part of an educational tour that visited schools in 
Indonesia, Japan, Hong Kong and the People’s Republic of 
China. CUr whole group quickly realized the significance 
of a working knowledge of linguistics during our school 
vi-sits.

Alaska's young people need this linguistic knowledge 
to successfully compete with other states and countries 
within the Pacific Kim.

The Alaska Council for the Social Studies urges you 
to continue to support HB343.

Sincerely,

Louie Yannotti 
President-elect, Alaska 
Council for the Social Studies 
P. O. Box 115 
Yakutat, AK 99689



M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

125 W E S T  EVERGREEN -  P.O. B OX  1688 -  PALMER. A L A S K A 99645-1688 -  (907) 745-4822

Bruce P. DeM ond, Supe rin tenden t

F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  19 DC

J o h n n y  E l l i s  
C c - C h a i r
?To n s e  HFGS C o m m it te e  
A la s k a  531 a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
H ou se  c f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  AX 9 9 n i l

D e a r  ! ! r .  E l l i s :

M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  s u p p o r t s  IIB  3 4 3 ,  w h ic h  
c r e a t e s  a  P a c i f i c  P irn  L a n g u a g e  G r a n t  F u n d  w i t h i n  t h e  
D e p a r t n e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  S c h o o l  
D i s t r i c t  h a s  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  a d d in g  a n y  new  p r o g r a m s  t o  t h e  
c u r r i c u lu m ,  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  w hen  i t  i n  p r e s e n t l y  
f a c i n g  b u d g e t  c u t s  a n d  r e d u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  c u r r i c u lu m  a s  a 
w h o le .  F o r  e x a m p le  b e c a u s e  o f  b u d g e t  r e d u c t i o n s  t h e  p r e s e n t  
f o r e i g n  la n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s  i n  S p a n i s h  and  F r e n c h  a r e  o f f e r i n g  
f e w e r  c o u r s e s  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  s t u d e n t s .

M any o f  o u r  w o r t h w h i le  e l e c t i v e  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  b e e n  r e d u c e d  
o r  e l i m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  tw o  y e a r s ,  c r e a t i n g  p a r e n t a l  
c o n c e r n  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  s t u d e n t s  a b i l i t y  +-c c o m p e te  f o r  
s c h o l a r s h i p s  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  
c h o i c e .

I n  sum m ary  ,■ we s u p p o r t  IIB 1 4 3  a s  l o n g  a s  s u f f i c i e n t ,  m o n ie s  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  a n y  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  c u r r i c u lu m .

R e g a r d s ,

^  • • **■*» < / #• *. £ »

v o r n  - n . i e n s k o  
A s s i s t a n t  C u p e r i n t e n d e n 4*

D E D I C A T E D  T O  E X C E L L E N C E  I N  E D U C A T I O N
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! F e b r u a r y  12, 1988

[\ Rep. J o h n n y  Ellis, Co - C h a i r  

■ House HESS C o m mittee 

;j Pouch V

•i Juneau, A K  99811

i H OUSE BILL 343

j The A n c h o r a g e  School D i s t r i c t  s u p p o r t s  fund i ng  for the 

i n t r oduction o f  Pacific Rim l a nguages in A l a s k a ' s  schools.

The A n c h o r a g e  School D i s t r i ct  is c u r r e n t l y  o f f e ri n g  J a p a n e s e  in 

two o f  our  high schools. We are als o  in the proc e s s  of a pilot 

e l e m e n t a r y  foreign langu a g e p r o g r a m  in J ap a n e s e  a n d / o r  Spanish.

j O t h e r  Paci f i c  Ri m  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  the D is t r i c t  included a 

il S t a t e wi d e  co n f e r e n c e  in April of 1986 w hich was a t te n d e d  by more 

•than 400 people. We are also p i l o t  testing a J a p a n e s e  social 

studies uni t  at the K i n d e r g a r t e n  level and in the process of 

d e v e l op i n g  a first g r a d e  C h i n e s e  social studies unit. This m onth  

will m a r k  the o p en i n g  of the A s i an  A l a s k a n  Cultural Ce nt e r  which 

was c o n s t r u c t e d  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w it h  one of our e l e m e n t ar y  
schools.

The A n c h o r a g e  School D i s t r i c t  r e c o g n i z es  and supports the 

cultural a n d  e c o nomic ties b e t w e e n  A l a s k a  an d  the Pacific Rim.

The r ec o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  o u r  Paci fi c  Rim A d v i s o r y  Com m i t t e e 

i n c o r p o r a t ed  into our long range plans include the a d d ition of 

social studies units on Pacific Rim cou n t r i e s  and the 

i n t r oduction o f  Pacific Rim languages into the curric u l u m.  House 

Bill 343 w o u l d  e n a b l e  us to i n troduce additional languages 

w i t h o u t  deleti n g  any o t h e r  l a n guages or p r o g r a m  from the current 

c urriculum.

W I L L I A M  C OATS - S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

ww

cc G e n e  T h o mpson, De p u t y  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  Instruction 

Ruth A. Keitz, E x e c u t i ve  Dir e c t o r ,  C u r r i c u l u m  and

Instructional Services 
Doug Phi l l i p s , Coo r d i na t o r ,  Social Studies P r o g r a m



February 9, 1988

Representative Johnny Ellis, Co-Chair
A laska House o f Representatives ^
Committee on Health, Education, and Social Services 
Pouch V
Juneau, A laska 99811

Dear Representative Ellis:

Thank you for providing me with copies o f HB 341 and HB 343 
relating to Asian Language instruction. I strongly support this 
p roposal. I agree whole-heartedly with your expressed concern that 
the need fo r knowlege of a  second language, particularly an Asian 
language, is going to be essential for the children in our schools 
today who intend to participate in the economic and business life of 
A laska and the world of the twenty-first century.

As a school administrator in small rural high schoo ls o f A laska, I 
have successfu lly introduced one such language (Russian) into the 
curriculum, and hope that, with funds available, I can continue to 
implement such instruction.

Thanks again for keeping me informed.

S incere ly yours,
i ' V \  (p O ^ (

John 'S . Novak, Superintendent

" o u c h  2 6 0 . U n a la sK a , A la s k a  9 9 6 8 5  • ( 9 0 7 ) 5 8 1 - 1 2 2 2  • J o h n  N o v a k , S u p e rm ie n a e n i



STEPHEN V. YATES
Superintendent907-y32-5625

K E N X E T II SA TKEi ’riitoipai 
"07-H:^-SpU

NENAA'A CIH' PUBLIC SCHOOLS DILL SPEAK 
Business Mutuuierp.o. n o x  ooo io

X EX AX A. ALASKA 007(50 
907-8S2-5464

F e b r u a r y  4, 1988

H o n o r a b l e  J o h n n y  Ellis 

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P.O. Box V (MS 3100)

Juneau, Ak. 99811

Dea r R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ellis,

On b e h a l f  of the s t udents, s t a f f  and parents o f  the Nenana City

Public School D i s t r i c t  I want  to t h a nk  y o u  for s p o n s o r i n g  House Bill

343 and H o u s e Bill 341, p r o m o t i n g  P a c i f i c  Rim l a n g u a g e  study. Please

be a ware th a t  w e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  s u p p o r t  t hese bills and stand ready

to do a n y t h i n g  we can to a s s u r e  t heir passage.

S i n c e r e l y ,

S t e p h e n  V. Yates 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

SVY/ks

"Xanana. Alaska — llom a n l the h:i> Classic'
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I n l e t  V ie w  S c h o o l  
1219 "N "  S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A k . 99501

F e b r u a r y  5 , 1988

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  E l l i s  
C o - C h a ir m a n  H o u s e  H ESS  C o m m it t e e  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  AK 99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l l i s ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  v i s i o n  i n  t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  HB 341 a n d  HB 343 . T h i s  p a r ­
t i c u l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  f u n d i n g  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  e n a b l e  t h e  I n l e t  V ie w  S c h o o l  
a n d  c o m m u n it y  t o  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r e  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  t h e  P a c i f i c  R im  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
a n d  l a n g u a g e s  t h a t  s h o w  u s  m u c h  p r o m is e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  s t a t e .

P l e a s e  d o  v i g o r o u s l y  p u r s u e  t h e  a b o v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  k n o w in g  t h a t  o u r  s t a f f  
a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o m m u n it y  a r e  s u p p o r t i v e .

I n l e t  V ie w  S c h o o l

G R /m ta
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RE PRE SE N T A T IV E  JO H N N Y  E L L IS
M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  R e p .  A l  A d a m s ,  C h a i r

H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e p .  J o h n n y  E l l i s

D A T E :  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  1 9 8 8

S U B J E C T :  R e q u e s t  f o r  h e a r i n g  o n  C S H B  3 4 1  ( H E S S )  a n d

C S H B  3 4 3  ( H E S S )

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  a  h e a r i n g  o n  C S H B  3 4 1  ( H E S S )  

a n d  C S H B  3 4 3  ( H E S S )  b e  s c h e d u l e d  i n  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  a t  y o u r  

e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .  T h e s e  t w o  b i l l s  w o u l d  c r e a t e  a  P a c i f i c  R i m  

l a n g u a g e  g r a n t  f u n d  a n d  m a k e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  t h e  f u n d .

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  t h e r e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  

m a k i n g  A l a s k a n s  v i a b l e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  P a c i f i c  R i m  t r a d e .  O n e  

w a y  t o  r e a c h  t h i s  g o a l  i s  t o  g i v e  A l a s k a n  s t u d e n t s  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e  o f  

o u r  P a c i f i c  R i m  t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r s  I  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  g o a l ,  

a d d r e s s e d  b y  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r  i n  h x s  S t a t e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  A d d r e s s  

l a s t  J a n u a r y ,  i s  w o r t h w h i l e  a n d  d e s e r v e s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  

l e g i s l a t u r e .

C S H B  3 4 1  ( H E S S )  a n d  C S H B  3 4 3  ( H E S S )  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  w i t h i n  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a  f u n d  t o  e n a b l e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  

o f f e r  P a c i f i c  R i m  l a n g u a g e s  a s  a n  a d j u n c t  t o  t h e i r  n o r m a l  f o r e i g n  

l a n g u a g e  c u r r i c u l u m .  S c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w o u l d  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  

a  p r o p o s a l  a s  t o  h o w  t h e y  w o u l d  u s e  t h e  g r a n t  m o n e y .

T h i s  P a c i f i c  R i m  l a n g u a g e  f u n d  w o u l d  b e  o p e n  f o r  p r o g r a m s  

K - 1 2 ,  a n d  d i s t r i c t s  w o u l d  b e  a s k e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r  l o n g - r a n g e  

p l a n  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  a  P a c i f i c  R i m  l a n g u a g e  c u r r i c u l u m .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  

c o n t a c t  C h r i s  H e r b e r g e r  o f  m y  s t a f f .

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e q u e s t .



i

D ep a r t m e n t  of Foreign La ng u a g e s 

Un i versi ty of A l a sk a 

Fa irb ank s, A l a s k a  99775-1020 

F e b r u a r y  27, 1988

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Johnny Ellis 

PO Box V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Subject: House Bill 343, Pacific Rim Lan guage S tudy Grant Fund

Dear Johnny:

I am p le a s e d  to see L e g i sla tiv e interest in p r o m oti ng Pacific Rim 

la ng ua g e s  and cul tu r e s  as indicated by HB 343. I have been an A s s ist ant  

Pr o f e ss or  of Jap anese at UAF for four years. I have lived in Japan for 

over ten years, both during m y  ch il d h o o d  and w h i l e  pur sui ng my 

B a c h e l o r ' s  and M a s t e r ' s  degrees. I c o m p l et ed  m y  Ph.D. in Japanese 

l it era tur e for the Dept, of A si a n  L a n g u a g e s  at S tan for d U n iver sit y in 

1985, and have held teaching a pp oi n t m e n t s  at Stanford, at the U niv ers ity  

of C a l i f or ni a ,  Be rkeley and D a vis  camp use s, and at W h it ma n College 

before c o m i n g  to Fairbanks. I w a s  a t t r a c t e d  to A l a s k a  both for its fine 

co un tr y  and for the o p po rt u n i t i e s  it o f fe r e d  for b eg in nin g and e xp an din g 

p ro gr am s  in P aci fic  Rim langu age s and cultures. I have, therefore, 

given m u c h  thought to this bill, and w o u l d  like to make  the foll owi ng 

o b s e r v a t i o n s  a nd r ec o m men dat ion s.

'The t hr eef old  purpose of the bill as set fo rw a r d  in Section 1 is 

w o r t h y  a nd m e r i t s  support. I beli eve  the overall objective should be to 

provide s t u d e n t s  in A l a s k a  with the o p p o r t u n i t y  to study a Pacific Rim 

language in a qu al it y  p rog ram  long enough to gain functional use of the 

language. The  bill as constituted, however, is not likely to meet these 

o bj e c t i v e s  in that it does not yet a ddr ess  the e x i s t i ng  pr ob l e m s  in

c o nt i n u i t y  of pro gr am s  and qual ity  of p rograms. Indeed, it may

ex ace rb at e  these problems.

The C o n t i n u i t y  Problem. For such s. p r o g r a m  to function pr ope rl y 

there m us t  be c on t i n u i t y  over time and from level tc level. There must

be smooth and rational tr ans iti ons  from the e l e m en ta ry  program to the

junior high p r o g r a m  to the high school p r o g ra m to the college program.

It is mos t important that the college offer a c omp let e major progr am if 

the A l a s k a n  s tu d e n t s  are to achieve the p r o f i c i e n c y  n ec es s a r y to use the 

language in professional international trans act ion s or if they are to 

teach the language to succes siv e gener ati ons .

If the bill is e na c t e d  as p r e s en t l y  w r  i tten it will, I f e a r ,

generate a s m a t t e r i n g  of transit ory  and d e ad  end p rog ram s around the

state. W i t h  c u rre nt funding problems, I expect that school districts 

will co m p e t e for grants as an additional source of funding but will not 

continue the p r o g r a m s  when their e l i g i b i l i t y  for special funding

expires. Further, if a district hires a teacher to teach Chinese for

M A R  0  1 ',988



gr a d e s 1-3, wha* will they do w h e n  these s t u d e n t s  mov e to fourth grade 

and b e y o n d ?  Wi 1 the teacher mo v e  up wit h them, or will additional 

teachers be hir:»d? Will there be pro gra ms at the junior high and high 

school level s? U sua lly  a high school d raws from several ele me nt a r y  

schools. Wha' if one e leme nta ry school had a p ro g r a m  in J apanese and 

anothe r opte' for T ag a l o g ?  Can we cover both in the high scho ol?  When

the chain is broken, the entire investment is wasted , because the

stud en ts  will not have learned enough of these di ff i c u l t la nguages to be 

functional in them.

F o r t u n at el y ,  the chain is closest to be ing  co mplete at the college 

level. At prese nt the U n i v e r si ty  of Al as ka ,  F a i r ba nk s  offers four years 

of R uss ian  pr ov i d i n g a m ajor in Russian Studies, three years of 

Japanese, p r o v i d i n g  a language minor, as well as two years of Korean and

two y e a rs  of Chinese. Courses are o f f er ed  as well in Japanese

lite rature, culture, and history: in Chines e h i st o r y  and politics: and 

in Korean culture. St ud e n t s  w h o  take J a p a n e se  do so in order to use it 

in b us in ess , in resource m a n a gem ent , in law, and in ed ucation. Stu d e n t s 

cannot learn enough of an Asian language in three years, however, to use 

the l anguage a d e q u a te ly  at a professional level. M or eov er,  the language 

d ep a r t me nt  is unders taf fed , and some c ou rs e s  can only be offe red  on a 

r o t a t i ng  basis. Since there is not an A s i a n  language major, students 

w i s h i n g  such a m aj or  must transfer to a u n i v e r s i t y  outside of the state. 

(One of our best students of Japanese w a s  r e c e n t l y  a cc e p t e d  in a 

grad uat e p r o g r a m  in Jap anese at the U n i v e r s i t y  of W a s hi ng t o n . We are 

p le a s e d  that she intends to return to A l a s k a  to teach in a high school.)

'The Q u a l i t y  Problem. For any am b i t i ou s educational p r o g r am  to work 

well and be w or th  the investment it mu s t  be c o n d u c t e d  by qua lif ied  

teache rs w i t h  spe cific training and d e m o n s t r a t e d  skills. We require 

that our te ach ers  of Math, English, Science, Spanish, French, etc., be 

well s c h o o l e d  in these di s c ip li n e s  and c e r t i f i e d  to teach them. But 

when  it c o me s to teaching A sia n L anguages, the trained, qual ifi ed 

te ach ers  have not been available in Alaska .

A l a s k a n  school d i s t r ic ts  o ffe rin g an A s i a n  language have mo s t l y 

re li e d  on locall y available native sp eak ers  of these languages to 

provi de instruction. Ma ny  of these in str uct ors  are r e a s o n a b l y  well 

e d u c a t e d  but n e v e r t h e l e s s  lack any training in t eac hi ng  their own 

language. T h e y  are no more q u a ' f i e d  to teach J apa ne se  to Al ask ans , 

than I am q u a l i f i e d  to teach English to Japanese. The educational 

r es u l t s  are at best uneven. In m y  ex per ience, the r e s u l ti ng  quality 

c omes  no w h e r e  near that w hi c h  vie expect of our crede nt ialed teachers in 

other subj ect s. Yet the cost is nea rl y the same and, m ore important, 

the time spent (or lost) by the stu d e n t s is the same.

T h e  q u a li ty  of instruction at the U n i v e r s i t y  level suffers in part 

from inadequate p re pa rat ion  of en te ri n g  stu d e n ts  for college work. It 

is sad how m a n y  of m y  b e g i nni ng stu d e n t s in Jap a n es e do not u nd ers tan d 

the s t r u c t u r e  of English sen ten ces  and have onl y the vaguest idea of the 

g eo gra phi cal  r e l a t i on sh i p s  of Japan, K o r oa  ana China. M a n y  of the



s t u d e n t s in m y  Ja pan ese  Culture course find it d i f ficu lt to appreciate 

J a pa ne se  art or literature in translation because W es t e r n  art and 

li ter at ur e  are forei gn to them.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  The state can m a k e  the most effi cie nt use of the 

p r o p o s e d  f u n d i n g  by d ev el op i n g  m a jo r p ro g r a m s  in key A si a n  l anguages at 

the U n i v e r s i t y  level, fo ll ow e d  c los ely  by ex p a ns io n to the high school 

level. If w e  look at other sta tes  wit h q ua li t y  language pr og r a m s  at the 

s e c o n d a r y  and p ri ma r y  level, we will see that these p r og ra ms  exist 

b ec aus e of close co o p er at i o n  between the S tate De par tm en t  of Education, 

the individual school districts, and the u n i v e r s i t i e s  in that state with  

st ro n g  f o rei gn language departments. In the San F r a n c i s c o Bay Area, for 

example, s e c o n d a r y  and p rim ary  school p r o g r a m s  in Japanese and Chinese 

language and culture we re  d e v el op e d  through the a ssis tan ce of the Bay 

A r e a  C hi n a  E d u cati on Projec t (BACEP) and T e a c h i n g  Japan in Schools 

(TJIS), p r o g r a m s  cr ea t e d  by graudate s t u d e n t s  in language and histor y at 

the U n i v e r s i t y  of Cali for nia , Be rk e l e y  and S ta n f o r d  Un ive rsity. In 

Hawaii high school pr og r a m s  in Jap anese were  d e v e l o p e d  through the 

c o o p e r a t i v e  e ff o rt s  of the Departm ent  of East A s i an  La n g u ag es  at the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of Hawaii and the Hawaii State Dept, of Education.

W i t h  a deq u a te  sta f f i n g and stro ng p r o g r a m s  in A s ia n Languages, the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  will be able to assist school d i s t r i ct s by 

p r o v i d i n g  teacher w o r k s h o p s  and p r o d u c i n g  g r a d u a t e s  capable of teaching 

P a cif ic Rim la ng u a g e s  and cu lt u r e s  in our schools. In order to raise 

the c u r re nt  UAF p r o g r a m s  in Japanese, C hin ese  and Korean to major 

p ro gram s, p e r m a n a nt  f un di n g  for 3 .5 additional p o s i t i o n s  w o u l d  be 

r e q uir ed.  If you wish to provide m a j o r  p ro g ra m s  in any of these 

l a n g u a g e s  at UAA, fu n d i n g  for two p o s i t io ns  per language w o u l d  be 

n eces sar y.

T he  a rgu me nt  for e x p a n d i ng  fro m com ple te U n i v e r s i t y  pr og ra m s  to the 

high school level is twofold. First of all, these high school student s 

w o u l d  be a ss ur e d  of the p o s s i bi li t y  of c o n t i n u i n g  language study at the 

u n i v e r s i t y  level. Secondly, it is almost imperative for a student to 

begin the stud'/ of a Pacific Rim language in high school in order to be 

p r o f i c i e n t  in that language after g ra du at i n g  from college. It takes 

almost three times longer for a student to reach the same level of oral 

c o m p e t e n c y  in Chinese, Japanese, or Korea !!ian it takes a student to 

reach in S p ani sh or French. (This does not even b rin g in the issue of 

w r i t t e n  c o m p e t e n c y .)  The D epar tme nt uf D efe nse  and the Foreign Service 

place A s i a n  la n g u a g es  in C ate gor y IV in their scale of difficulty. 

Russ ian  is in Ca teg or y  111, German in C a t e g o r y  II, and French and 

Span ish  a^e in C at eg o r y  I.

G iven the d if fi c u l t y  of learning and, indeed teaching, Russian and 

A s i a n  lang uag es,  the n eed for q ua li fie d tea chers at all levels is clear. 

T he re  are m a n y  U n i v e r s i t i e s  that have c e r t i f i c a t i o n  pro g r am s in the 

individual A s i a n  L an gu age s and frcm w m c h  the school d is tri cts  could 

recr uit  good teachers. W h o e v e r  is r e c r ui t e d  should receive e nd or sem ent s 

fr om  the Fore ign  La ngu age  D epar tme nt at the U nive rsi ty of Alaska.
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We have a tendency in A l a s k a  to try to do too much  all at once.

Our •failures in such e f f ort s are legion. Rather than spend a m i l li on

doll ars  in a r a n d o m  and ha ph a z a r d -fashion with T a g a l o g  here in grad es

7-9, and Ja pa n e s e  there in gr a d es  1-3, wi t h  no assur anc e of q ua l i t y or

contin uit y, I suggest that we focus on Russian, Japanese, and Korean or 

Chinese at the high school and u ni ve r s i t y levels. Once these p r og r a m s 

are well e s t a b l i s h e d  at these levels, we can expa nd the p r o g r am s at the 

same level to include other languages, or we can ex pan d the p ro g r a m s  

do wnw ar d to pick up grades K-9.

What  can be done immediately at the e l e m e nt ar y and junior high 

level is the introduction of Pacific Rim cul tu r e s  by e x i s t in g staff. 

Facu lty  from several di s c i p li ne s  at the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska, Fairbanks, 

have e x p r e s s e d  an interest in o f f e r i n g summer w o r k s h o p s  for te ach ers  in 

the history, g eography, cult ure  (visual and p e r f o r m i n g  arts, 

literature), and langu age s of Pacif ic Rim nations. The State D epar tme nt 

of Ed uc at i o n  in Juneau c ould put together a c o m p r e h e ns iv e list (with 

e v a lu a t i o n s  or reviews, if possible) of instructional m a t e r i a l s  

de ve lo p e d  in other states for teaching va ri ou s a sp e c t s  of A s ia n  c ult u r es  

at the p r i m a r y  and seco nda ry levels. St ud en t s  will be m o r e  excite d 

about lea rn i n g  a Pacific Rim language if they have a lr e a d y  d e v e l o p e d  an 

interest in the culture.

The p r ep a r a t i o n  of A l a s k a n  stu den ts through study of Pacifi c Rim 

cu ltu re s and lang uag es will serve our State well in the long run.

Despite the fact that m y  s ug ge s t i o n s  will cen ter  mo r e  of the f un din g 

initially at the U niversity, s tu de nt s  and c o m m u n i t i e s  acro ss the State 

w i 11' b e nef it over time. I hope m y  ideas will be helpful in s ha p i n g  this 

important bill into a form w hic h will serve A l a s k a n s  for years to come.

Sincerely,

Dr. Karen u o i i i g a n - T a yl or  

A s si st an t  P r of ess or of Japanese

4
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4 1 5  F a r e w e l l  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a ,  9 9 7 0 1  

J a n u a r y  10, 1 9 8 8

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  E l l i s  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

P.Q-. Boat.U.

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  J o h n n y :

T h i s  is a  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  i d e a  t o  p r o v i d e  1 0 0 %  f u n d i n g  f o r  s t a r t i n g  o r

e n h a n c i n g  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  A s i a n  l a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s  i n  A l a s k a .

F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  p l a n  a r e  n e e d e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 8 7  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  c a m e  o u t  s t r o n g l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  S u b s e q u e n t  

d i s c u s s i o n  l e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s :

1. I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  c u l t u r a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  

a w a r e n e s s  w o r l d w i d e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  F o r e i g n  L a n g u a g e  A s s o c i a ­

t i o n  ( A F L A )  s u p p o r t s  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  a l l  f o r e i g n  l a n ­

g u a g e  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e

i s  e x p a n s i o n  t o  i n c l u d e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  m i d d l e ,  j u n i o r  

h i g h  a n d  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  t h o s e  i n  h i g h

s c h o o l s .  A s  s u c h ,  A F L A  a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  p h r a s e  i n  t h e

p r o p o s a l  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h a  A s i a n  l a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s  

t h u s  f u n d e d  w o u l d  s u p p l e m e n t  a n d  n o t  r e p l a c e  e x i s t i n g  

f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s .

2. S c h o o l s  a n d / o r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  s t a t e - f u n d e d  p r o ­

g r a m s  w o u l d  u s e  t h e  m o n e y  t o  h i r e  q u a l i f i e d ,  c e r t i f i e d  

t e a c h e r s  d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d / o r  d i s t r i c t  h i r i n g  

p o l i c y ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h i s  i n v o l v e s  a  s t a t e w i d e  o r  

o u t - o f - s t a t e  s e a r c h .  A F L A ' s  i n t e n t  i s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  

t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  h i r e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  p r o g r a m s  

t h e i r  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  c h a n c e  o f  s u c c e s s .

3. M e m b e r s  o f  A F L A  a r e  w i l l i n g  a n d  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  i n p u t ,

s u g g e s t i o n s  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  p l a n  a s  

i t  d e v e l o p s .  S p e c i f i c  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  k e y  

s c h o o l s  a n d  a g e  g r o u p s  t o  b e  t a r g e t e d ,  a n d  g o a l s  a n d  

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .

A F L A  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  i n t e r e s t  s h o w n  b y  y o u  a n d  t h e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  i n  d e v e l ­

o p i n g  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  M i k e  T r a v i s

f r o m  D O E  a t  t h e  A F L A  s t a t e  c o n f e r e n c e .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  

t h i s  e x c i t i n g  p r o p o s a l  t o  e x p a n d  A s i a n  l a n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Doug Bruce, President, AFLA

JAM 1 5  S W
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P e p r e s e n c a  
J o h n n y  E l l  
P . O  Bo x  V 
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  P e p r e s e n t a t I v e  E l l i s :

t  commend y ou  t o r  p r o p o s i n g  a n  A s i a n  L a n g u a g e  S t u d y  C r a n e  f u n d  o f  S i . ' 0 0  0 0 0  w i t h  t h e  
D e o a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  The h i l l  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h e  t 3 c t  t h a t  A l a s k a  c a n n o t  h e x  t o  d e ­
v e l o p  c l o s e  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  t i e s  w i t h  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  a im  c o u n t r i e s  w i t r . o u t  o r e -  
p a r i n g  t h e  c i t i z e n s  f o r  t h i s  new o p e n i n g .  O u r  i m m ed i a t e  c o m p e t i t o r s  —  I  t h i n k  o f  C a l i -  C^k*Ac 
f o r n i a ,  O r e g o n  a nd  H a s h l n g t o n  —  a r e  a l s o  t r y i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r -  /  y j '  
t u n i t i e s  t o  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  seem t o  o e ,  i n  a numbe r  o f  a r e a s ,  a h e a d  o f  u s .

t w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s t r e s s  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h a t  a n y  e f f o r t  t o  d e v e l o p  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  p r o ­
g r a m s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c he  o n e s  f o c u s e d  u po n i n  y o u r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  r e q u i r e s  CONT INU ITY :  c o n ­
t i n u i t y  i n  f u n d i n g  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n a  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n :  c o n ­
t i n u i t y  i n  o f f e r i n g  a  g i v e n  l a n g u a g e  o v e r  t i m e  a n d  o n s e v e r a l  l e v e l s ,  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n v o l v e d .

L e a r n i n g  a n o t h e r  l a n g u a g e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e s e  A s i a n  l a n g u a g e s ,  t a k e s  a l o t  o f  t i m e  a n d  
c o m m i tm e n t .  P r e p a r i n g  A l a s k a n s ,  a n d  k e e p i n g  t h em  p r e o a r e d ,  f o r  c l o s e r  t i e s  w i t h  A s i a  
mus t  be  a  l o n g - t e r m ,  a n o n - g o i n g  t h i n g  —  j u s t  a s  we n o p e  t o  J o  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  t h e s e  n a ­
t i o n s  o n a  l o n g - t e r m ,  o n - g o i n g  b a s i s .  A l a s k a  w i l l  r e a p  che  b e n e t i t s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e ­
g i s l a t i o n  noc  i n  two  o r  t h r e e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i n  t e n  o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  =: t h e  . e t : o r e  c a n  be 
k e p t  u p .

Can f u n d i n g  c o n t i n u i t y  be  b u i l t  i n t o  c he  i n i c i a l  b i l l  c r e a t i n g  t h e  f u n d /  Have  v o u  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  a n  endowment  wh os e  i n t e r e s t  w o u l d  p ay  l o r  g r a n t s  t o  - s c h o o l s . ’ T i e d  i n  w i t h  a 
- . t i d i n g  s c a l e  a nd  p e r h a p s  w i t h  m a t c h i n g  t u n d s  i f r o m  i i s t r i c t s .  \ i a > „ a n  nu s i t - . e s s  a n d  
f e d e r a l  s o u r c e s  ) .  a n  endowment  o f  5 -  10  m i l l i o n  c o n  i d  maKe - o o s s m l e  o i  I . - :  , i  l e a r n i n g  
wv e r  a t e n  y e a r  s p a n ,  'n t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  an endow—e n t  • • n  u n i , .  >oi • t >:-a 1 1 v
. ' • • a s i b l u ? ............

M o t h e r  c r u c i a l  p o i n t  a r e  u i n l o u t u e d l v  i h e  .-I i g i h i  I i • •• . - r : t e r : . i  me. .  : : v r  : n : , ,  l i n e s ,  -at 
' - . - appose t h e s e  w i l l  :i e w o r k e d  o u t  !iv I h e  I O K  - t i l l ,  n e e  • ; e • i :n! ' i s  . . e e  a n  I : . " e d .

• lice again: I deep Iv .ipprec ial e vour :n i:;a live . . i-.i-e : res::.il»* • • . :•-n •,•* v'-i iuve -uesti'Uiw -r -.on 'hink . -it :lit .• .s; -.«!•* e mv wav.

c t v eIs JAM 2 5  -??3

..nc.-rely

r .  N«l  l e r h a c . i
r*:»■. . *r •: -r- iu:; o.-; v-.iin-;,,
r- . -si  i i - i . t ,  , r U ,  > -  >:

•Mg :ri:ce ,. l-j^t,. 'o I. \



P a r e n t  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  
G a s t in e a u  b c h o o l ,  D o u g la s ,  AX 
J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1 985

T o :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Jo hnn y  E l l i s

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l l i s
G a s t in e a u  S c h o o l ,  i n  th e  Ju n eau  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,

s e r v e s  th e  community o f  D o u g la s  and D o u g la s  I s l a n d .  Cu r s t u d e n t  
p o p u l a t i o n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  s e t  a t  312 e le m e n t a r y  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n .
F o r  th e  p a s t  y e a r ,  o u r  p a r e n t  g roup  h as  s p o n s o re d  a  Ja p an e se  
t e a c h e r  who h a s  p r o v id e d  o u r  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  th e  
J a p a n e se  la n g u a g e  and e x p o s u re  t o  th e  c u l t u r e  and cu s tom s o f  J a p a n . 
P a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  have e x p r e s s e d  such  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w i th  th e  p ro g ram , we a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  e x te n d  th e  s t a y  o f  o u r  t e a c h ­
e r  f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r .  The f i n a n c i a l  b u rd e n  t h i s  p la c e s  on o u r  
P a r e n t  G roup  i s  s t a g g e r i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  o f  o u r  r e l a t i v e l y  
s m a l l  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  and th e  c u r r e n t  econom ic  s lump b e in g  
e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  Ju n e a u . As i s  u s u a l l y  th e  c a s e ,  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  
such  a  p rog ram  a r e  s h a r e d  by a l l  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  w h i le  th e  comm­
i tm e n t  t o  f u n d r a i s i n g  i s  b o rn e  by a  few  o f  o u r  more d e d ic a t e d  
p a r e n t s .

Y ou r i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  House B i l l s  341  and  3 4 3  wh ich  w ou ld  a p p r o ­
p r i a t e  f u n d in g  and e s t a b l i s h  an  A s ia n  Language Fund f o r  A la s k a n  
s c h o o l s ,  i s  a  most t im e l y  and p r o g r e s s i v e  s t e p  i n  p r e p a r i n g  o u r  
c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e s .  Our P a r e n t  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  w ou ld  
l i k e  t o  e x te n d  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  you  f o r  r e c o g n i s i n g  t h i s  need 
and o f f e r  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  p a s s ag e  o f  tn e s e  b i l l s .  .,e w ou ld  
hope t h a t  th e  A la s k a  l e g i s l a t u r e  w ou ld  j o i n  you i n  y o u r  e f f o r t s  
to  d e v e lo p  and m a in t a in  s t r o n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  t i e s  w ith  the P a c i f i c

S i n c e r e l y ,

c i  -
A •» * r\ *• w • • w « / i_ « .  J 4.
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n n y  E l l i s  
C o - C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
C o m m i t t e e  o n  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  M r .  E l l i s :

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  o f f e r  m y  s u p p o r t  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  H B  3 4 3 . R e p r e s e n t i n g  a 
r u r a l  d i s t r i c t  I  s e e  t h i s  a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  t o  u s e  t h e  s t a t e ' s  t e l e v i s i o n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  t o  o f f e r  t h e s e  
l a n g u a g e  c o u r s e s  s t a t e w i d e .  A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  d i s t r i c t s  c o u l d  
p u r c h a s e  o r  c o p y  s e l e c t e d  v i d e o s  o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  c u l t u r e ’ o f  t h e s e  
c o u n t r i e s .

M a n y  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  S i s t e r - S c h o o l s  p r o j e c t  w i t h  s o m e  
P a c i f i c - R i m  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  s t u d e n t s  n o w  i s  i n  
E n g l i s h .  T h i s  c o u l d  c h a n g e .

I  s e e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t y i n g  t o g e t h e r  P a c i f i c  R im  s t u d i e s  a n d  t h e  
S i s t e r - S c h o o l s  p r o g r a m s  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  t h e i r  r e l e v a n c y  f o r  s t u d e n t s .

S i n c e r e l y ,  ,

S a r a h  H a n u s k e - H a m i1 t o n  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

S H H r s t c



O f f ered: 1 / 2 2/88
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

5 - 1 4 7 6 B

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  E l l i s ,  M a r t i n ,
B r o w n , B o y e r ,  e t  a l .

BY THE H EA LTH , EDU CA T ION  AND
1 IN  THE HOUSE S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S  COM M ITTEE

2 CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  N O . 343 (HESS)

3 I N  THE L EG IS LA TU R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 F IF T E E N T H  L EG IS LA TU R E  - SECOND S ES S IO N

5 A B IL L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n A c t  c r e a t i n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e  s t u d y  g r a n t

7 f u n d ."

8 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE L EG IS LA TU R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 *  S e c t i o n  1 . PURPOSE. I t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  A c t  t o

10 (1) a s s i s t  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  t o  p r o v id e  P a c i f i c  R im

11 la n g u a g e  s t u d y  p r o g r a m s ;

12 (2) e n c o u r a g e  p u p i l s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e s ;

13 (3) p r o m o t e  g r o w t h  i n  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  P a c i f i c

14 R im  n a t i o n s .

15 *  S e c .  2 . AS 14.30 i s  am e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  n ew  s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :

16 A R T IC L E  9 . P A C IF IC  R IM  LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND .

17 S e c .  1 4 .3 0 .7 0 0 . P A C IF IC  R IM  LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND . ( a )  T h e

18 P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e  s t u d y  g r a n t  f u n d  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t

19 may m ake g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  f u n d  t o  e l i g i b l e  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c

20 s c h o o l  s y s t e m  f o r  b o t h  w r i t t e n  a n d  s p o k e n  P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e  s t u d y

21 p r o g r a m s  i n  g r a d e s  K-12. P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e  s t u d y  p r o g r a m s  m u s t  b e

22 i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n d  n o t  i n  r e p la c e m e n t  o f  e x i s t i n g  f o r e i g n  la n g u a g e

23 p r o g r a m s .

24 ( b )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  e l i g i b i l i t y

25 c r i t e r i a  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  g r a n t s  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  may

26 n o t  a w a r d  a  g r a n t  t o  a  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  u n d e r  t h i s

27 s e c t i o n  f o r  m o re  t h a n  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  f i s c a l  y e a r s .

28 ( c )  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  " P a c i f i c  R im  la n g u a g e s "  m e a n s  R u s s ia n ,

29 T a g a lo g ,  C h in e s e ,  J a p a n e s e ,  o r  K o r e a n  la n g u a g e s .

H B 0 3 4 3 B  -1- C S H B  3 4 3 (HESS)



Introduced: 1/11/88
Referred: H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  &
Soci a l  S e r v i c e s  and F i n a n c e

5 - 1 4 7 6 A

BY E L L IS ,  M A R T IN , BROWN
1 IN  THE HOUSE AND BOYER

2 HOUSE B IL L  NO . 343

3 IN  THE L EG IS LA TU RE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 F IF T E E N T H  L EG IS LA TU RE  - SECOND S ESS IO N

5 A B IL L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n A c t  c r e a t i n g  t h e  A s ia n  la n g u a g e  s t u d y  g r a n t

7 f u n d ."

8 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE L EG IS LA TU R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 *  S e c t i o n  1 . PURPOSE. I t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  A c t  t o

10 (1) a s s i s t  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  t o  p r o v id e  A s ia n  la n g u a g e

11 s t u d y  p r o g r a m s ;

12 (2) e n c o u r a g e  p u p i l s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  A s ia n  la n g u a g e s ;

13 (3) p r o m o t e  g r o w t h  i n  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  P a c i f i c

14 R im  n a t i o n s .

*  S e c .  2 . AS 14.30 i s  am e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  n ew  s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :

A R T IC L E  9 . A S IA N  LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND .

S e c .  1 4 .3 0 .7 0 0 . A S IA N  LANGUAGE STUDY GRANT FUND . ( a )  T h e  A s ia n  

la n g u a g e  s t u d y  g r a n t  f u n d  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m ay m ake 

g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  f u n d  t o  e l i g i b l e  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  

f o r  A s ia n  la n g u a g e  s t u d y  p r o g r a m s  i n  g r a d e s  K-12. A s ia n  la n g u a g e

s t u d y  p r o g r a m s  m u s t  b e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n d  n o t  i n  r e p la c e m e n t  o f  e x i s t ­

i n g  f o r e i g n  la n g u a g e  p r o g r a m s .

(b )  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  e l i g i b i l i t y  

c r i t e r i a  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  g r a n t s  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  m ay 

n o t  a w a rd  a  g r a n t  t o  a  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  u n d e r  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  f o r  m o re  t h a n  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  f i s c a l  y e a r s .

( c )  F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  " A s ia n  la n g u a g e "  m ean s  

C h in e s e ,  J a p a n e s e ,  o r  K o r e a n  la n g u a g e s .

H B 0 3 4 3 A -1- H B  343




