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1  I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

2  C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  2 4 7  ( J u d i c i a r y )

3  I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4  F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5  A  B I L L

6  F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n

7  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a n d  m a t e r i a l s . "

8  B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9  *  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 1 8 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o

1 0  r e a d :

1 1  ( b )  T h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a r t d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l

1 2  c o m p l y  w i t h  A S  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5  a n d  s h a l l  b e  w o r d e d  s o  t h a t  a  " Y e s "  v o t e  o n

1 3  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a  v o t e  t o  e n a c t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a w .

1 4  *  S e c .  2 .  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 4 1 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

1 5  ( b )  T h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l

1 6  c o m p l y  w i t h  A S  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5  a n d  s h a l l  b e  w o r d e d  s o  t h a t  a  " Y e s "  v o t e  o n

1 7  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a  v o t e  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  a c t  r e f e r r e d .

1 8  *  S e c .  3 .  A S  1 5 . 5 0 . 0 1 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

1 9  ( b )  T h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l

2 0  c o m p l y  w i t h  A S  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5  a n d  s h a l l  b e  w o r d e d  s o  t h a t  a  " Y e s "  v o t e  o n

2 1  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a  v o t e  t o  a d o p t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d -

2 2  m e n t .

2 3  *  S e c .  4 .  A S  1 5 . 6 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

2 4  S e c .  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5 .  R E A D A B I L I T Y  O F  C E R T A I N  E L E C T I O N  M A T E R I A L S .  ( a )

2 5  T h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i s  t o  p r e p a r e  a  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i s

2 6  c l e a r ,  c o n c i s e ,  a n d  e a s i l y  r e a d a . / i e .  T h e  f o r m  o f  e a c h  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i -

2 7  t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s c o r e d  u n d e r  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  T h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e

2 8  s t a t e  i s  t o  p r e p a r e  a  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i s  s c o r e d  a t  a p p r o x i -

2 9  m a t e l y  6 5 .

HB0247C -1- CSHB 2 4 7 (Jud)
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(b) Each neutral summary prepared for the voter's pamphlet shall 

be scored under (c) of this section. The policy of the state is to 

prepare a neutral summary that is scored at approximately 65.

(c) A  ballot proposition or neutral summary shall be scored 

using the following procedures:

(1) disregard numbers;

(2) multiply the average sentence length in words by 1.015;

(3) multiply the average number of syllables for each 100 

words by .846;

(4) subtract the total of (2) and (3) from 206.835.

(d) A court may  not enjoin the conduct or results of an election 

for a failure to comply w ith (a) or (b) of this section.

CSHB 2 4 7 (Jud) - 2 - HB0247C
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  D a v i s ,  K o p o n e n

a n d  B o u c h e r

I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  2 4 7  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  r e a d a b i l i t y  o f  c e r t a i n  e l e c ­

t i o n  m a t e r i a l s . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  1 5 . 5 8  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 5 . 5 8 . 0 2 5 .  R E A D A B I L I T Y  O F  C E R T A I N  E L E C T I O N  M A T E R I A L S .  ( a )  

T h e  f o r m  o f  e a c h  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s c o r e d  u n d e r  ( c )  o f  t h i s  

s e c t i o n .  T h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i s  t o  p r e p a r e  a  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  

t h a t  i s  s c o r e d  a t  6 5  o r  m o r e .

( b )  E a c h  n e u t r a l  s u m m a r y  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  v o t e r ' s  p a m p h l e t  s h a l l  

b e  s c o r e d  u n d e r  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  T h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i s  t o  

p r e p a r e  a  n e u t r a l  s u m m a r y  t h a t  i s  s c o r e d  a t  6 5  o r  m o r e .

( c )  A  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  o r  n e u t r a l  s u m m a r y  s h a l l  b e  s c o r e d  

u s i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o c e d u r e s :

( 1 )  d i s r e g a r d  n u m b e r s ;

( 2 )  m u l t i p l y  t h e  a v e r a g e  s e n t e n c e  l e n g t h  i n  w o r d s  b y  1 . 0 1 5 ;

( 3 )  m u l t i p l y  t h e  a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  o f  s y l l a b l e s  f o r  e a c h  1 0 0  

w o r d s  b y  . 8 4 6 ;

( 4 )  s u b t r a c t  t h e  t o t a l  o f  ( 2 )  a n d  ( 3 )  f r o m  2 0 6 . 8 3 5 .

( d )  E a c h  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  c l e a r l y  

s t a t e s  t h a t  a  " Y e s "  v o t e  i s  a  v o t e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  r e f e r ­

e n d u m ,  o r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

( e )  A  c o u r t  m a y  n o t  e n j o i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o r  r e s u l t s  o f  a n  e l e c t i o n

f o r  a  f a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  ( a )  o r  ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

HB0247B -1- CSHB 2 4 7 (SA)



Introduced: 4/6/87
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5-0743A

IN THE H O US E B Y  DAVIS A ND  KOPONEN

H OU SE  B ILL NO. 247 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALA SKA

FIF TE EN TH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An A c t  relating to the readability of certain elec­

tion materials."

BE IT ENACTED B Y  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 15.58 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 15.58.025. READABILITY OF CERTAIN ELECTION MATERIALS. (a) 

The form of each ballot proposition shall be scored under (c) of this 

section. The policy of the state is to prepare a ballot proposition 

that is scored at 65 or more.

(b) Each neutral summary prepared for the voter's pamphlet shall 

be scored under (c) of this section. The policy of the state is to 

prepare a neutral summary that is scored at 65 or more.

(c) A  ballot proposition or neutral summary shall be scored 

using the following procedures:

(1) disregard numbers;

(2) multiply the average sentence length in words by 1.015;

(3) mu ltiply the average number of syllables for each 100 

words by .846;

(4) subtract the total of (2) and (3) from 206.835.

(d) A  court may not enjoin the conduct or results of an election 

for a failure to comply w i t h  (a) or (b) of this section.
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