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FISCAL NOTE
V

The b i l l  broadens the d e n ta l exam ination s ta tu te s  to  a llo w  the board 
to  u t i l i z e  a re g io n a l board exam ination . Because o f the time committment 
re q u ire d  o f  board members in  using the re g io n a l exam, i t  was necessary to  
in c re ase  the number o f members to  a l le v ia te  the burden associated w ith  
a d m in is te rin g  the exam.

The regional board exam agency will assume costs associated with transporting 
members to assist with the exam. However, increasing the size of the board 
wilJ also require funding for the new members to attend board meetings. There­
fore, the $4,300.00 provides funding for the two new members to travel to the 
four dental board meetings required by statute, assuming one member is 
appointed from Southeast and the other appointed from the Northern region of 
the State. This cost is also expected to be covered through program receipts.
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  M e n a r d ,  G r u e n b e r g
a n d  B o u c h e r

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
1 IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE B ILL NO. 228 (HESS)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act e n t it le d : "An Act re la t in g  to  re g u la tio n  o f the p ra c tice  o f

7 d e n t is t ry ; and p rov id ing  fo r  an e f fe c t iv e  d a te ."

8 BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 08 .36 .010  is  amended to  read:

10 Sec. 0 8 .3 6 .0 1 0 . CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD. There is

11 created the Board o f Dental Examiners c o n s is tin g  o f nine [SEVEN]

12 members. S ix  [FOUR] members s h a ll be licensed d e n tis ts  who have been

13 engaged in  the p ra c tic e  o f d e n tis try  in  the s ta te  fo r  f iv e  years

14 immediately preceding appointment, one member s h a ll be a denta l hy-

15 g ie n is t licensed under AS 08.32 who has been engaged in  the p rac tice

16 o f denta l hygiene in  the s ta te  fo r  f iv e  years immediately preceding

17 appointment, and two members s h a ll be p u b lic  members.

18 *  Sec. 2 . AS 0 8 .3 6 .0 7 0 (a ) is  amended to  read:

19 (a) The board s h a ll [ : ]

20 (1) provide fo r  the examination o f [EXAMINE] app licants and

21 issue licenses to  those app licants i t  fin d s  q u a li f ie d ;

22 (2) re g is te r  licensed d e n tis ts  and licensed denta l hygien-

23 is ts  who are in  good standing ;

24 (3) rep o rt annually to  the governor and the department on

25 the board's proceedings during the ye a r, fin d in g s  concerning the

26 standards and a v a i la b i l i t y  o f denta l se rv ices in  the s ta te  in c lu d in g

27 the number o f lic e n se e s , examination and lic e n s in g  a c t iv i t ie s ,  o ther

28 m atters re la te d  to  denta l p ra c tic e , and board re c e ip ts  and expendi-

29 tu re s ;
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1 (4) a f f i l i a t e  w ith  the American A sso c ia tio n  o f Dental

2 Examiners, and pay annual dues to  the a sso c ia tio n ;

3 (5) hold hearings, and order the d is c ip lin a ry  sanction o f a

4 person who v io la te s  th is  chapter, AS 0 8 .3 2 , o r a re g u la tio n  o f the

5 board;

6 (6) supply forms fo r  a p p lic a tio n s , lic e n s e s , pe rm its ,

7 c e r t i f ic a te s ,  and other papers and records;

8 (7) enforce the p ro v is io n s  o f th is  chapter and AS 08.32 and

9 adopt o r amend the re g u la tio n s necessary to  make the p ro v is io n s o f

10 th is  chapter and AS 08 .32 e f fe c t iv e ;

11 (8) adopt re g u la tio n s  ensuring th a t renewal o f re g is tra t io n

12 is  contingent upon proof o f continued p ro fe ss io n a l competence by a

13 licensed d e n tis t or licensed denta l h y g ie n is t ;

14 (9) provide the department w ith  the requirements fo r  proof

15 o f continued p ro fe ss io n a l competence and request the department to

16 make these requirements a va ila b le  to  each licensed d e n tis t and l i -

17 censed denta l h yg ie n is t a t le a s t one year before the date on which the

18 d e n tis t or denta l h yg ie n is t must renew r e g is t ra t io n ;

19 (10) at le a s t annually cause to  be published in  a newspaper

20 o f general c irc u la t io n  in  each major c i t y  in  the s ta te , a summary o f

21 d is c ip lin a ry  actions the board has taken during the preceding calendar

22 ye a r;

23 (11) issue perm its o r c e r t i f ic a te s  to  licensed d e n tis ts ,

24 licensed denta l h y g ie n is ts , and denta l a s s is ta n ts  who meet standards

25 determined by the board fo r  s p e c if ic  procedures th a t req u ire  s p e c ific

26 education and tra in in g ;

27 (12) regu la te  the re e n try  in to  p ra c tice  o f in a c tiv e  d e n tis ts

28 and denta l h y g ie n is ts .

29 * Sec. 3 . AS 08 .36 .110  is  repealed and reenacted to read:
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1 Sec. 0 8 .3 6 .1 1 0 . QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSE. An app licant fo r  a

2 licen se  to  p ra c tic e  d e n tis try  s h a ll

3 (1) be a graduate o f a den ta l school th a t a t the time o f

4 graduation is  accredited by the Commission on A c c re d ita tio n  o f the

5 American Dental A sso c ia tio n ;

6 (2) hold a c e r t i f ic a te  from the American Dental A sso c ia tion

7 J o in t Committee on N ational Dental Examinations th a t the app lican t has

8 su c c e ss fu lly  passed the w r itte n  examinations given by the commission;

9 (3 ) submit proof s a t is fa c to ry  to  the board th a t the a p p li-

10 cant

11 (A) has not had a licen se  to  p ra c tic e  d e n t is t ry  re -

12 voked or suspended in  th is  s ta te  or another s ta te ; and

13 (B) is  not the subject o f an unresolved com plaint,

14 review  procedure, o r d is c ip lin a ry  proceeding in  another s ta te ;

15 (4) pass, to the s a t is fa c t io n  o f the board, w r it te n , c l in -

16 ic a l ,  and o ther examinations adm inistered or approved by the board;

17 and

18 (5) meet the other q u a lif ic a t io n s  fo r  a license  estab lished

19 by the board by re g u la tio n .

20 *  Sec. 4 . AS 0 8 .36 .130  is  amended to  read:

21 Sec. 0 8 .3 6 .1 3 0 . EXAMINATION. An examination s h a ll be given at

22 le a s t once a year and a t other times and a t places determined by the

23 board to  be convenient and economical fo r  the app lican ts and the

24 s ta te . A t le a s t once each year the board s h a ll appoint an examination

25 committee o f at le a s t th ree licensed d e n tis ts  who have been engaged in

26 the p ra c tic e  o f d e n t is t ry  in  the s ta te  fo r  f iv e  years immediately

27 preceding appointment to  conduct o r to  supervise the examination

28 process fo r  app licants fo r  licenses to p ra c tic e  d e n t is t ry . The board

29 s h a ll a lso appoint an examination committee o f a t le a s t two licensed
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1 d e n tis ts  who have been engaged in  the p ra c tic e  o f d e n tis try  in  the

2 s ta te  fo r  f iv e  years immediately preceding appointment and one person

3 licensed to  p rac tice  denta l hygiene in  the s ta te  to  conduct the ex-

4 amination fo r  app licants fo r  licenses to  p ra c tic e  denta l hygiene. The

5 examination committees s h a ll re p o rt the re s u lts  to  the board fo r

6 o f f i c ia l  a c tio n .

7 *  Sec. 5 . AS 0 8 .3 6 .1 6 0 (a ) is  amended to read:

8 (a) The examination conducted or approved by the board s h a ll be

9 designed to  te s t the q u a lif ic a t io n s  o f the app lican t to p ra c tic e

10 d e n tis try  and s h a ll consist o f a w r it te n  and a c l in ic a l  exam ination.

11 *  Sec. 6 . AS 08 .36 .180  is  amended to  read:

12 Sec. 0 8 .3 6 .1 8 0 . REEXAMINATION [RE-EXAMINATION]. An app lican t

13 s h a ll pass [EACH SUBJECT OF EACH SECTION OF] the examination conducted

14 o r approved by the board w ith  a score equal to  or exceeding the m in i-

15 mal acceptable score se t by the board by re g u la tio n  [OF AT LEAST 75

16 PERCENT]. I f  an applicant f a i l s  the examination [IN  ONE SUBJECT IN

17 EACH SECTION], the applicant may be reexamined [RE-EXAMINED IN THAT

18 SUBJECT. IF  AN APPLICANT FAILS IN MORE THAN ONE SUBJECT IN ANY SEC-

19 TI0N, THE APPLICANT SHALL BE RE-EXAMINED IN THE WHOLE SECTION]. I f  an

20 app licant f a i l s  the examination [OR ANY SECTION OF IT ]  on two separate

21 occasions, the board s h a ll re fuse to  examine the app licant fu r th e r

22 u n t i l  the app licant produces evidence s a t is fa c to ry  to  the board th a t

23 the app lican t has pursued fu r th e r  study in  p repara tio n  fo r  the exami-

24 n a tio n .

25 * Sec. 7 . IN IT IA L  APPOINTMENT. The governor s h a ll appoint one q u a li-

26 fie d  person to an i n i t i a l  term o f fo u r years and another q u a lif ie d  person

27 to  an i n i t i a l  term of two years to  f i l l  the new p o s itio n s  created on the

28 Board of Dental Examiners by sec. 1 o f th is  A c t.

29 *  Sec. 8 . Sections 2 - 5 o f th is  Act are re tro a c tiv e  to  January 1 ,
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351 W. Swanson Ave. 
Wasilla, Alaska 99687  

Or
P.O. Box V 

Juneau. Alaska 99811

C u r t  M e n a rd

376-5315 Work 
745-8122 Work 
376-5855 Home 
465-2579 Juneau

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: May 4, 1987

All Members, House Finance 

Representative Curt Menard

An Act Relating to Regulation of the Practice of 
Dentistry; and Providing for an Effective Date

TO:

FROM:

R E :

CSSSHB228(HESS) is a straight-forward, worthwhile and 
potentially money-saving piece of legislation.

Basically the purpose of the bill is to allow the Alaska 
Board of Dental Examiners to join the Western Regional 
Examining Board (WREB).

The recommendation to allow the Board this opportunity was 
made by the Division of Legislative Audit in their August 27, 
1986 report. It is supported by the Department of Commerce 
and Economic Development, Division of Occupational Licensing, 
and by the Alaska Board of Dental Examiners.

The House Health, Education and Social Services Committee 
passed CSSSHB228(HESS) out of committee on April 27 with an 
unanimous "Do Pass."

The original version made these changes in existing law:
1)Because participation in the WREB requires 72 days devoted 
to administering and grading the exam, the number of dentists 
on the board increased from four to six; 2)Current law 
required the Alaska Board of Dental Examiners to directly 
administer the exam, this legislation allows the Board to 
participate in regional testing through the WREB.

The current version of the bill differs from the original in 
the following ways: l)an immediate effective date was added;
2)a retroactive provision was adopted to allow for candidates 
in the May, 1987 WREB to qualify; and 3)all constricting 
references to a purely Alaskan test were deleted.

Thank you for your swift consideration of this legislation.



BESS

ESE2

;• qj

. h

l Ec  c .

£ o
0  0

o c
*• u

a £ 

§c

rt 0
5 uc . I* • 
0

c « 3

HB 228: An Act relating to the regulation of the practice of dentistry.

In response to legislative intent, the Dental Board has explored the 
feasibility of Alaska's affiliation with the Western Regional Examin­
ing Board (WREB). Two members of the board, a dentist and a dental 
hygienist, attended a WREB examination in September 1986. In addi­
tion, a member of the WREB board came to Alaska to meet with the full 
Dental Board to explain how the WREB functions. HB 228 amends the 
current statute regulating dentists to permit participation in WREB.

The department supports the Dental Board's affiliation with the 
regional testing service. The current Alaska dental exam is difficult 
and expensive to administer. Twenty-six states utilize regionally 

administered examinations. WREB conducts six uniform clinical exam­
inations per year at a location selected by WREB. The total cost of 
testing is the applicant's responsibility. The average cost of the 
exam is $400.00 per candidate depending on the total number of candi­

dates taking a given exam. All participating states are required to 
send Dental Board members to conduct and grade the examination. The 
current board has only four dental members which would mean each 
member would be required to spend approximately 18 days per year out 
of state. Although WREB pays all costs of travel and per diem, the 
time commitment required would pose a hardship unless the number of 
dentists on the existing board was increased. Section 1 of the bill 
increases the number of dentists on the board from four to six, which 
should alleviate the hardship. The cost of adding the two new members 
will be offset by WREB assuming the travel and per diem for board 
members to conduct the exam,.

The department believes affiliation with WREB will not only eventually 

save the state money but dental candidates for licensure will benefit 
by utilizing an established, impartial dental testing organization.

u/ ‘Antnoriy 

DATE:

5 6 1 1 m
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FISCAL NOTE

The b i l l  broadens the dental examination s ta tu te s  to  allow  the board 
to u t i l i z e  a reg io n a l board examination. Because o f the time committment 
required of board members in  using the reg io n a l exam, i t  was necessarv to 
increase the number o f members to a l le v ia te  the burden associated w ith 
adm in is te ring  the exam.

The reg iona l board exam agency w i l l  assume costs associated w ith tran sp ortin g  
members to a s s is t  w ith  the exam. However, increasing  the s ize  of the board 
w i l l  a lso  re q u ire  funding fo r  the new members to  attend board meetings. There­
fo re , the $ 4 ,3 0 0 .0 0  provides funding fo r  the two new members to tra v e l to the 
fo u r dental board meetings required by s ta tu te , assuming one member is  
appointed from Southeast and the other appointed from the Northern region o f 
the S ta te . T h is  cost is  also expected to be covered through program re c e ip ts .



A l l  mem bers, The A la ska  Le g is la tu re  
Juneau, A la ska

April 1, 1 9 8 7

To a ll m em bers, The A la ska  Le g is la tu re :

I am w r it in g  a ll o f you as in an e f fo r t  to em phasize the 
im portance and s ig n ific a n c e  of speedy passage o f the House B il l  
e n t it le d  " An A c t re la tin g  to  the re g u la tio n  o f the p ra c tice  of 
d e n tis try ."

I am p re se n tly  a fo u rth  ye a r dental s tu d e n t a t the U n iv e rs ity  
o f W ashington. I am w r it in g  as a spokesperson fo r  the 
a p p lica n ts  th a t are planning on becoming p ra c tic in g  d e n tis ts  in 
1987  in the S ta te  o f A la ska .

The dental licensing  exam ination  is  a requ irem ent a ll 
a p p lica n ts  m ust su c c e ss fu lly  pass be fo re  th ey may begin dental 
p ra c tic e  in  each re sp e c tive  s ta te . I t  is  v e ry  c o s tly  to  the S ta te  
to  put on such an Exam fo r  the sm a ll number o f app licants to 
A la s k a . T h is  fa c t , coupled w ith  rece n t budget c u t s , has led to  a 
re c e n t vo te  by the S ta te  o f A la ska  Board o f Dental Exam iners to 
jo in  a te s tin g  se rv ic e  ca lled  the W estern  Regional Exam ining 
Board (WREB). T h is  is  the same se rv ic e  th a t is  used fo r  Dental 
L icensing Exams fo r  the S ta te s  o f Montana, Idaho, Utah, and 
A rizo n a . The Exams are given a t le a s t 4 tim e s  per year and they 
are u su a lly  held in C a lifo rn ia , A rizo n a  or Oregon.

The c u rre n t Law in A la sk a , Sec. 0 8 .3 6 .1 3 0  o f the 
D e n tis try  A c t s ta te s : "an exam ination sh a ll be given a t le as t 
once a ye a r and a t tim e s and a t p laces determ ined by the board 
to  be convenient and economical fo r  the a p p lica n ts  and the 
s ta te ."  A t  p resen t, the A la ska  Dental Board cannot te l l  
a p p lica n ts  fo r  c e rta in  i f  o r when the n ext Exam w i l l  be. They 
suggest th e re  may be one "som etim e in August" but are not sure. 
T h e y  a re  w a it in g  f o r  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  this L e g is la t io n .  
We, as a p p lica n ts , are le f t  in the uncom fortab le p o s itio n  of 
to ta l u n c e rta in ty .
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The law s ta te s  the exam m ust be "...convenient and 
econom ical fo r  the a pp lican ts and the s ta te ."  A t  p resen t i t  is  
n e ith e r convenient nor economical fo r  anyone. S ince A la ska  does 
not have i t s  own Dental School, a ll a p p lic a n ts  m ust be tra in ed  
out o f the s ta te . The a pp lican ts m ust f l y  o r  d r iv e  to  A la ska  from  
a ll p a rts  o f the counti'y to  take the Exam. T h is  is  c o s tly  and 
inconvenient fo r  the app licants . The S ta te  has a lready 
determ ined th a t i t  is  in the s ta te s  b e st in te re s t to  jo in  the 
WREB. T h is  is  co s t e ffe c t iv e  fo r  the s ta te .

T h e  m a in  q u e s t io n  t h a t  re m a in s  i s  when w i l l  th e  
e x c e p ta n c e  o f  s c o re s  f ro m  th e  W REB ta k e  p la c e  to  a l lo w  
l ic e n s u r e  f o r  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  in  A la s k a . A  
d e c is o n  to  e x c e p t r e s u l t s  f ro m  t h i s  E xam  e f f e c t i v e  
im m e d ia te ly  w i l l  s o lv e  b o th  p ro b le m s  a t  o n ce . T h e  
S ta te  o f  A la s k a  w o u ld  n o t  need to  s ta g e  a n o th e r  c o s t ly  
l ic e n s in g  Exam  and th e  d e n ta l a p p l ic a n ts  w o u ld  h a v e  a 
v a r ie t y  o f  t e s t in g  s i t e s  and d a te s  to  c h o o se  fro m  th a t  
a re  e i t h e r  a t  o r  n e a r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  d e n ta l s c h o o ls .

The W estern Regional Exam is  o ffe re d  n e xt in  Portland , 
Oregon on May 2 3 -2 5 th , 1987. Spaces a va ila b le  fo r  ap p lica n ts  to 
th is  Exam are f i l l in g  up. I f  th is  L e g is la tio n  is  passed and is  
e f fe c t iv e  im m ed ia te ly , app lican ts can take  the WREB Exam in 
May and begin p ra c tic in g  d e n tis try  in A la sk a  in June. I f  th is  is  
not passed in tim e , i t  is  conceivable an a p p lica n t could take the 
WREB Exam in May, pass the exam , but not be licensed fo r  
p ra c tic e  in A la ska . These app licants would then have to  re ta ke  
the same exact Exam a t some unspecified  la te r  date. In a d d ition , 
i f  an app lican t is  to  w a it fo r  an Exam th a t may be given in 
A la ska  in m id -A u g u s t, they would s i t  id le  from  graduation in 
June u n t il la te  August (when the te s t  re s u lts  are published). 
T h is  would be a v e ry  inconvenient use o f o ve r tw o  m onths of 
tim e  fo r  the applicant.

I hope th is  helps to c la r i fy  the im portance o f th is  B i l l  as 
i t  re la te s  to  the S ta te  and the im pact i t  has upon new d e n tis ts  
in the S ta te  o f A la ska . I u rg e  yo u  a l l  to  p le a s e  h e lp  a l l  
p a r t ie s  in v o lv e d  by w o rk in g  to w a rd  a s p e e d y  p a s sa g e  o f  
t h i s  B i l l .  I b e lie ve  i t  is  in everyone’ s b est in te re s t.
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Thak you ve ry  much fo r  yo u r prom pt a tte n tio n  to  th is  
m a tte r . I look fo rw a rd  to  re tu rn in g  to  our b e a u tifu l S ta te .

S in c e re ly ,

K irk  Johnson 
U n iv e rs ity  o f Washington 
Dental School

1 0 5 3 6  3 9 th  Ave N.E. 
S e a t t le , WA 9 8 1 2 5  
( 2 0 6 ) 5 4 3 -7 0 7 2
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P U R P O S E  O F  T H E  R E P O R T

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a  L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  
r e q u e s t  a n d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  T i t l e  24  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t ­
u t e s ,  t h i s  s p e c i a l  r e p o r t  h a s  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  
A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s '  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n  
p r a c t i c e s .

We w e r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  B o a r d ' s  e x a m i n a t i o n  p r a c t i c ­
e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  s e t t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  w h i c h  a r e  
a r t i f i c i a l l y  h i g h  i n  o r d e r  t o  l i m i t  c o m p e t i t i o n .  I n  a d d i ­
t i o n ,  we p e r f o r m e d  a  f o l l o w - u p  r e v i e w  o f  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  b y  
t h e  B o a r d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  L e t t e r s  o f  I n t e n t  
a d o p t e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  CSHB 6 1 4 (H ESS )  
( t i t l e  a m ) ,  a n  a c t  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  
B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
1 4 t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N  A N D  F U N C T I O N

The Alaska Board of Dental Examiners was created in 1955.
The Board consists of seven members; four licensed dentists, 
one dental hygienist, and two public members which are 
appointed by the Governor subject to confirmation of the 
Legislature. Board members serve terms of four years.

The Board is organized under the Department of Commerce and 
Economic Development, Division of Occupational Licensing. 
Administrative functions of the Board are provided by 
Occupational Licensing, such as processing applications, 
maintaining licensing files, answering inquiries, and 
providing investigative support.

The primary function of the Board is to ensure a minimum 
quality of dental care to Alaskans by licensing qualified 
applicants and establishing regulations necessary to enforce 
statutes. The Board regulates dentists, dental specialists, 
and dental hygienists who perform services in the State. 
Special permits are issued by the Board to Federal agencies 
that supply dentistry to residents of isolated areas remote 
from major population centers.

The responsibility and authority for evaluating the compe­
tence of candidates for dental licensure are vested in the 
Board. A clinical and written examination has been devel­
oped by the Board to assess a candidate's competency. The 
clinical examination is a two day practical examination, 
requiring candidates to complete an amalgam and a gold inlay 
restoration procedure. Dental hygienists are also required 
to take a clinical and written examination. Although dental 
specialists are not required to take an examination, they 
must be licensed dentists in Alaska and may be required to 
have completed additional years of education in their 
specialty area.
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R E P O R T  C O N C L U S I O N S

The  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  b e e n  
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  much c r i t i c i s m .  C r i t i c i s m  h a s  b e e n  p r o m p t e d  
b y  h i g h  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  o n  p a s t  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a ­
t i o n s  a n d  b y  t h e  B o a r d ' s  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  p r o v i d e  a  m ean s  f o r  
d e n t a l  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  a s  a l l o w e d  b y  A l a s k a  l a w .  
T h o u g h  i t  i s  a n  i n h e r e n t  n a t u r e  o f  a l l  l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d s  t o  
r e s t r i c t  e n t r y  i n t o  r e g u l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n s  t o  o n l y  t h o s e  
a p p l i c a n t s  p o s s e s s i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  i t  h a s  
b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  may  
b e  o v e r l y  r e s t r i c t i n g  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  
A l a s k a  t h r o u g h  a d h e r e n c e  t o  l i c e n s i n g  s t a n d a r d s  w h i c h  a r e  
a r t i f i c i a l l y  h i g h  i n  o r d e r  t o  l i m i t  c o m p e t i t i o n .  I n  o u r  
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  p r a c t i c e s  
a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  we d i d  n o t  f i n d  e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  
c o n t e n t i o n .  We d i d  f i n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  
d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  A l a s k a  h a s  b e e n  e f f e c t i v e l y  l i m i t e d  
d u e ,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  t h e  B o a r d ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  a  m ean s  f o r  
d e n t a l  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  a n d ,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  t h e  common­
n e s s  o f  h i g h  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  o n  p a s t  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s .

We h a v e  i n c l u d e d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  w h i c h ,  i f  
i m p l e m e n t e d ,  w o u l d  s e r v e  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c y  t o  
r e s t r i c t  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  A l a s k a  b y  
a l l o w i n g  e a s i e r  a c c e s s  t o  d e n t a l  l i c e n s u r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  
w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t im e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  e n s u r e  a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  b y  o n l y  a l l o w i n g  l i c e n s u r e  t o  t h o s e  
d e n t i s t s  who a r e  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  c o m p e t e n t  t o  p r a c t i c e  d e n ­
t i s t r y .  O u r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  f i n d i n g s  
a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  a u d i t  r e p o r t .

REGULATION OF THE DENTAL PROFESS ION

A U D I T O R  C O M M E N T S / C O N C L U S I O N S

A l l  f i f t y  s t a t e s  p l u s  P u e r t o  R i c o ,  t h e  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s ,  a n d  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a ,  r e g u l a t e  d e n t i s t s  t h r o u g h  
l i c e n s u r e .  R e g u l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  l i c e n s u r e  o f  q u a l i f i e d  
d e n t i s t s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  h e a l t h ,  
s a f e t y ,  a n d  w e l f a r e .  T h o u g h  s p e c i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  
l i c e n s u r e  v a r y  b e t w e e n  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  tw o  common e l e m e n t s  
i n v o l v e  t h e  n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  i n i t i a l  
l i c e n s u r e  p o s s e s s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t h e o r e t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  
c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l s .  T h e o r e t i c a l  
k n o w l e d g e  i s  m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e  u s e  o f  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n s  
w h i l e  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l s  a r e  a s s e s s e d  t h r o u g h _ t h e  u s e  o f  
p r a c t i c a l ,  o r  c l i n i c a l ,  e x a m i n a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  
b e  p e r f o r m e d  o n  p a t i e n t s .  S u c c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  b o t h  
w r i t t e n  a n d  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  i n  some f o r m ,  i s  r e q u i r e d  
p r i o r  t o  i n i t i a l  l i c e n s u r e  i n  a l l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  ( S e e  
A p p e n d i x  B a n d  A p p e n d i x  C . )
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A L A S K A  D E N T A L  E X A M I N A T I O N

S u b j e c t  M a t t e r  a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

L i k e  e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  
b o t h  a  w r i t t e n  a n d  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T o p i c s  c o v e r e d  on  
t h e  w r i t t e n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  exam  i n c l u d e  o r a l  
d i a g n o s i s ,  o r a l  m e d i c i n e ,  r a d i o l o g y ,  p r o s t h e t i c s ,  a n d  A l a s k a  
s t a t u t e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
d e n t i s t r y .  T h e  c l i n i c a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  
c a n d i d a t e s  t o  c o m p l e t e  am a l g am  a n d  g o l d  i n l a y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  
a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n s  o n  a c t u a l  p a t i e n t s .  ( U n t i l  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  
e x am ,  a  g o l d  f o i l  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n  w as  a l s o  a  
c l i n i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t ) .  T h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  b o t h  p o r t i o n s  
o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o v e r a l l  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x am ,  a r e  c o m m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  s i m i l a r  
e x a m i n a t i o n s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  b y  r e g i o n a l  
d e n t a l  t e s t i n g  b o a r d s  o r  a g e n c i e s .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  A . )

T e s t  R e s u l t s
T h e  f a i l u r e  r a t e  o n  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  h a s  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  b e e n  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e d  o n  s i m i l a r  
e x am s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  e l s e w h e r e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1 9 8 1  A l a s k a  
f a i l e d  4 8 . 1 %  o f  a l l  d e n t a l  c a n d i d a t e s ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  a  1 5 . 5 %  
f a i l u r e  r a t e  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n  t a k e n  a s  a  w h o l e .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x
F . )  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x am  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  o n  t h e  f i v e  e x a m i n a ­
t i o n s  g i v e n  b e t w e e n  N o v em b e r  1 9 8 3  a n d  N o v em b e r  1 9 8 5  
o s c i l l a t e d  f r o m  3 3 . 3 %  t o  8 8 . 9 % ,  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  f a i l u r e  r a t e  
o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 9 . 3 % .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  G . )
T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  i s  a w a r e  o f  p u b l i c  
c o n c e r n  r e l a t e d  t o  h i g h  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  o n  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  
e x a m i n a t i o n .  The  B o a r d  h a s  b e e n  r e v i e w i n g ,  f o r  some t i m e ,  
t h e i r  e x am  s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  i d e n t i f y  
a r e a s  w h e r e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  c o u l d  b e  m ad e .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  
r e v i e w ,  a n d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  L e t t e r s  o f  
I n t e n t  a d o p t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  
t h e  B o a r d  t o o k  a c t i o n  a t  t h e i r  J u n e  1 9 8 6  B o a r d  m e e t i n g  t o  
r e s t r u c t u r e  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  
s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  u s e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g r a d i n g  o f  
t h e  c l i n i c a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  s am e .  T h e  B o a r d  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  
g o l d  f o i l  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  a d o p t e d  a 
new  " c r i t e r i o n  b a s e d "  s c o r i n g  s y s t e m  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  a 
c o n s u l t a n t  h i r e d  t o  c a l i b r a t e  e x a m i n e r s  f o r  t h e  A u g u s t  1 9 8 6  
d e n t a l  e x am .  T h e  B o a r d  a l s o  r e s o l v e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  e x a m i n ­
e r  c a l i b r a t i o n  o n  a t  l e a s t  a n  a n n u a l  b a s i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r o m o t e  c o n s i s t e n c y  b e t w e e n  e x a m i n e r s .
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The  r e s t r u c t u r e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  a nd  n e w l y  a d o p t e d  s c o r i n g  
p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  u t i l i z e d  f o r  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  
e xam  w h i c h  was  c o n d u c t e d  o n  A u g u s t  1 5 - 1 7 ,  1 9 8 6 .  T h e  p a s s  
r a t e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e x a m i n a t i o n  was  7 5% ,  
t h e  h i g h e s t  e x p e r i e n c e d  o n  a n y  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  exam  i n  t h e  
l a s t  9 y e a r s .  T h o u g h  i t  i s  p r e m a t u r e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  
A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  
a r e  n o  l o n g e r  i n  n e e d  o f  a n y  r e v i s i o n ,  a  p a s s  r a t e  o f  75% 
d o e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  s t e p s  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n .  A l a s k a ' s  
p a s s  r a t e  o n  t h e  A u g u s t  1 9 8 6  d e n t a l  e xam  c o m p a r e s  m o r e  
f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  p a s s  r a t e s  o n  d e n t a l  e xam s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  
o t h e r  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  a n d  b y  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n a l  d e n t a l  t e s t i n g  
b o a r d s  o r  a g e n c i e s .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  H . )
L E G IS L A T IV E  INTENT

B o t h  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a d o p t e d  L e t t e r s  
o f  I n t e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  CSHB 6 1 4  (H E S S )  ( t i t l e  a m ) ,  
a n  a c t  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  '-’ a t e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  
E x a m i n e r s . Th e  two  L e t t e r s  o f  I n , 2n t  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  
l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n c e r n s  f o r m u l a t e d  d u r i n g  S u n s e t  h e a r i n g s  
c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  c o m m i t t e e s  o n  h e a l t h ,  
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  (H E S S )  w h i l e  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d .  L e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  a n d  
a c t i o n s  t a k e n  t o  d a t e  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n ­
e r s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h a t  i n t e n t  i s  s u m m a r i z e d  b e l o w .

A .  H o u s e  HESS C o m m i t t e e  I n t e n t

1 .  C o m p l e t e  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n s .
B o a r d  a c t i o n  t o  d a t e : T h e  B o a r d  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g
t o w a r d s  a d o p t i o n  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e  f o r  
q u i t e  some t i m e .  P r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  p r o o f  
o f  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a t  l i c e n s e  r e n e w a l  d a t e s  f o r  
b o t h  d e n t i s t s  a n d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t s  w e r e  r e v i e w e d  a t  
t h e  B o a r d ' s  J u n e  1 3 - 1 4 ,  1 9 8 6  B o a r d  m e e t i n g  a n d  s u b s e ­
q u e n t l y  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  a t  t h e i r  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  1 9 8 6  
m e e t i n g .  The  B o a r d  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  t h e  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  i s s u e .

2 .  D e v e l o p  new  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  i n c l u d i n g  
c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  f o r  d e n t a l  s p e c i a l t i e s .

B o a r d  a c t i o n  t o  d a t e : T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l
E x a m i n e r s  h e a r d  t e s t i m o n y  a t  t h e i r  J u n e  1 3 - 1 4 ,  1 9 8 6  
m e e t i n g ,  a n d  a g a i n  a t  t h e i r  A u g u s t  1 6^  1 9 8 6  m e e t i n g ,  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  o f  d e n t a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  a n d  
t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n ­
t i a l s  i n  g e n e r a l .  B e y o n d  t h i s ,  t h e  B o a r d  h a s
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t a k e n  l i t t l e  a c t i o n  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  m o v i n g  A l a s k a  
c l o s e r  t o  r e i n s t i t u t i n g  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  a s  
a l l o w e d  b y  A3 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ,  o r  t o  p r o v i d i n g  l i c e n s u r e  b y  
c r e d e n t i a l s  f o r  d e n t a l  s p e c i a l i s t s .

T h e  c u r r e n t  B o a r d ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  t h o u g h  n o t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
o f  a l l  m em b e r s ,  was  r e i t e r a t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d ' s  P r e s i d e n t  
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  J u n e  1 3 - 1 4 ,
1 9 8 6  B o a r d  m e e t i n g .  He n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  
D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  w o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  a n d  w as  o p p o s e d  t o  a n y  f o r m  o f  
c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  w i t h o u t  a t  l e a s t  a n  o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  
( C u r r e n t  l a w  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  
o n l y  a  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w . )  Th e  B o a r d  h a s  n o t  t a k e n  
s t e p s  t o  e i t h e r  r e p e a l  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n  b y  
w h i c h  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  w as  c e a s e d ,  o r  t o  
d e v e l o p  new  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  i n c l u d i n g  
c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  f o r  d e n t a l  s p e c i a l t i e s .

3 .  R e s t r u c t u r e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  
t h e  g o l d  f o i l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t e s t ,  a n a  s c o r i n g  p r o c e ^ - 
d u r e s , i n c l u d i n g  c a l i b r a t i o n  o f  s c o r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .

B o a r d  a c t i o n  t o  d a t e : T h e  g o l d  f o i l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e
c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  was  e l i m i n a t e d ,  a n d  a  new  " c r i t e ­
r i o n  b a s e d "  s c o r i n g  s y s t e m  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  
o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
A u g u s t  1 5 - 1 7 ,  1 9 8 6  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e  
B o a r d  a l s o  r e s o l v e d  a t  t h e i r  J u n e  1 3 - 1 4 ,  1 9 8 6  m e e t i n g  
t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  e x a m i n e r  c a l i b r a t i o n  o n  a t  l e a s t  a n  
a n n u a l  b a s i s ,  p r e f e r a b l y  p r i o r  t o  e a c h  e x am .  A c t i o n s  
t a k e n  b y  t h e  B o a r d  i n  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  
i t s  s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  l a v e  b e e n  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

4 .  E v a l u a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  j o i n i n g  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  
R e g i o n a l  E x a m i n i n g  B o a r d .

B o a r d  a c t i o n  t o  d a t e : A t  t h e i r  J u n e  1 3 - 1 4 ,  1 9 8 6
m e e t i n g  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  f o r m e d  a  c o m m i t ­
t e e ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t ,  t o  l o o k  i n t o  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  E x a m i n i n g  B o a r d  (W R E B ) . ( " N o r t h w e s t "  
i s  a  m i s n o m e r  i n  t h e  H o u s e  L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t ) .  T h e  
c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  a t  t h e  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  1 9 8 6  
B o a r d  m e e t i n g  t h a t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  i n q u i r i e s  t h e  
WREB h a d  e x t e n d e d  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  f o r  
o n e  membe r  t o  a t t e n d  a n d  o b s e r v e  t h e i r  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 - 3 0 ,  
1 9 8 6  d e n t a l  exam  a t  t h e  W REB ' s  e x p e n s e .  The  B o a r d  
o p t e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  a n d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,
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r e s o l v e d  t o  s e e k  f u n d i n g  t o  c o v e r  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  
s e n d i n g  t h e  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  m em be r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  
t o  a  WREB d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  e x am .  The  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  
t r i p  w o u l d  b e  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  
a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  WREB f o r  t e s t i n g  A l a s k a ' s  d e n t a l  
h y g i e n i s t  c a n d i d a t e s .

As e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  
E x a m i n e r s  i s  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  j o i n i n g  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  E x a m i n i n g  B o a r d .  The 
e v a l u a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

B .  S e n a t e  HESS C o m m i t t e e  I n t e n t

1 .  E x e r c i s e  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4  t o
l i c e n s e  d e n t i s t s  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s , i n c l u d i n g  
c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  f o r  d e n t a l  s p e c i a l t i e s . TThe i n t e n t  o f  
t h e  S e n a t e  HESS C o m m i t t e e  m i r r o r s  t h a t  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
HESS C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  b u t  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  u r g e s  
t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n  
u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  B o a r d  c e a s e d  l i c e n s i n g  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s . )

B o a r d  a c t i o n  t o  d a t e : S e e  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  p e r  i t e m  A . 2 .
a b o v e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  i t e m s , t h e  L e t t e r s  o f  I n t e n t  
a d o p t e d  b y  b o t h  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  c a l l e d  f o r  r e p o r t s  
t o  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  b y  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1 5 t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  i s  
e x p e c t e d  a t  t h i s  t im e  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  
E x a m i n e r s  w i l l  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e s e  r e q u e s t s .
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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The A la s k a  Bo ard  o f  D e n ta l E x a m in e rs  sh o u ld  is s u e  d e n ta l 
l i c e n s e i '  to  q u a l i f i e d  d e n t is t s  b ased "o n  t h e i r  p e rfo rm an ce  
re c o rd s  in  l i e u  o f r e q u ir in g  th e y  p a ss  an e x a m in a t io n . 
( L ic e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t i a l s ) .

A la s k a  S t a t u t e  0 8 .3 6 .2 3 4  e s t a b l is h e d  p r o v is io n s  by w h ich  
A la s k a  d e n ta l l i c e n s e s  c o u ld  be is s u e d  to  d e n t is t s  a lr e a d y  
l ic e n s e d  in  a n o th e r s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  re g io n  w ith o u t  
r e q u ir in g  t h a t  th e y  p a ss  th e  A la s k a  d e n ta l e x a m in a t io n  i f  
c e r t a in  s p e c i f i c  p r o v is io n s  w ere  m e t. I s s u in g  a l i c e n s e  
u s in g  a p e rfo rm an ce  re c o rd  in  p la c e  o f  an e x a m in a t io n  i s  
term ed l i c e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t i a l s .

The A m e rican  D e n ta l A s s o c ia t io n  (ADA) b e l i e v e s ,  as no ted  in  
t h e i r  s t a te d  p o l i c y  on g u id e l in e s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e ,  t h a t  an 
e v a lu a t io n  o f a p r a c t i c in g  d e n t i s t ' s  t h e o r e t i c a l  know ledge 
and c l i n i c a l  s k i l l  based  on h i s / h e r  p e rfo rm an ce  re c o rd  can  
p ro v id e  as  much p r o t e c t io n  to  th e  p u b l ic  a s  w ould  an e v a lu ­
a t io n  b ased  on e x a m in a t io n . The ADA a ls o  b e l ie v e s  th a t  
r e q u ir in g  a c a n d id a te  who i s  s e e k in g  l i c e n s u r e  in  s e v e r a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n s  to  d em o n stra te  h i s / h e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  know ledge 
and c l i n i c a l  s k i l l  on s e p a ra te  e x a m in a t io n s  f o r  each  j u r i s ­
d ic t io n  seems u n n e c e s sa ry  d u p l ic a t io n .  Tw enty  s t a t e s ,  
in c lu d in g  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o lu m b ia , c u r r e n t ly  p ro v id e  f o r  
some means o f  d e n ta l l i c e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t i a l s ,  a s  d id  A la s k a  
p r io r  to  O cto b er 1 7 , 1984 . (S e e  A p p e n d ix  D .)

The A la s k a  Bo ard  o f  D e n ta l E x a m in e rs  a llo w e d  f o r  th e  i s s u ­
ance o f  d e n ta l l i c e n s e s  b ased  on c a n d id a t e 's  c r e d e n t ia ls  
d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  Ju n e  1 , 1980 to  O cto b er 1 7 , 19 8 4 . ( E ig h t  
o f  83 d e n ta l l i c e n s e s  is s u e d  d u r in g  t h a t  t im e  w ere  b ased  on 
c r e d e n t ia l s  - See A p p en d ix  E . )  The Bo ard  a d o p te d , by 
em ergency o r d e r ,  a r e g u la t io n  e f f e c t i v e  O cto b e r 1 7 , 1984 , 
w h ic h  r e s u l t e d  in  th e  c e s s a t io n  o f  l i c e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t ia ls  
(12  AAC 2 8 .9 5 0 ) .  T h is  a c t io n  was prom pted by p ro b lem s w it h  
th e  p ro c e d u re s  fo l lo w e d  by th e  Bo ard  when c o n d u c t in g  p e rso n ­
a l  in t e r v ie w s  o f  c a n d id a te s  as  r e q u ir e d  by AS 0 8 .3 6 .2 3 4 ( 7 ) .  
Th ese  p rob lem s w ere o r i g i n a l l y  a d d re sse d  by b o th  the  
Ombudsman's o f f i c e  and th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  A t to rn e y  G e n e ra l .

In  Ja n u a ry  o f  19 83 , th e  Ombudsman's o f f i c e  found  f a u l t  w it h  
th e  c r e d e n t ia l  l i c e n s in g  p ro c e s s  u sed  b y th e  Bo ard  w h ile  
in v e s t ig a t in g  a co m p la in t  t h a t  th e  p ro c e s s  was u n f a i r  and 
a r b i t r a r y .  The A tto rn e y  G e n e r a l ’ s o f f i c e  s u b s e q u e n t ly  
d e te rm in e d  t h a t  the  A la s k a  Bo ard  o f  D e n ta l E x a r in e r s  w a s , in  
e f f e c t ,  c o n d u c t in g  an " o r a l  e x a m in a t io n "  in  l i e u  o f  an 
" in t e r v i e w ."  by r e q u ir in g  c a se  s t u d ie s  be p re se n te d  d u r in g  
th e  in t e r v ie w  p ro c e s s . T h i s ,  th e y  s a id ,  was n o t p ro p e r

Recommendation No. 1

STATE OF ALASKA - 1 1 - DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDIT



s in c e  th e re  w ere  no r e g u la t io n s  w h ic h  gave n o t ic e  to  a p p l i ­
c a n ts  t h a t  the " in t e r v ie w "  w ou ld  be co n d u cted  as an exam in a­
t io n ,  and th a t  th e  re q u ire m e n t  o f  a " p e r s o n a l in t e r v ie w "  
co u ld  n o t ,  by any s t r e t c h  o f  law  o r  l o g i c ,  be c o n s tru e d  as 
im p lem e n tin g  an e x a m in a t io n  re q u ire m e n t  in  the  ab sen ce  o f  
such  r e g u la t io n s .  The A t to rn e y  G e n e r a l 's  p o s i t io n  prom pted 
th e  " r e in t e r v ie w "  and l i c e n s u r e  o f  14 c a n d id a te s  p r e v io u s ly  
d en ied  l i c e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t i a l s ,  b r in g in g  to  22 the  t o t a l  
number o f  A la s k a  d e n ta l l i c e n s e s  is s u e d  in  t h i s  m anner.
( T h is  amounts to  a p p ro x im a te ly  17% o f  a l l  d e n ta l l i c e n s e s  
is s u e d  s in c e  Ju n e  1 , 1980 - See A p p e n d ix  E . )

C o n t ra ry  to  th e  b e l i e f  o f  th e  A m e rica n  D e n ta l A s s o c ia t io n ,  
th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  members o f  th e  A la s k a  Bo ard  o f  D e n ta l 
E xa m in e rs  do n o t b e l ie v e  t h a t  a l ic e n s e d  d e n t i s t ' s  c l i n i c a l  
s k i l l  can  be a d e q u a te ly  a s s e s s e d  w ith o u t  e x a m in a t io n . Due 
to  t h i s  b e l i e f ,  the  Bo ard  h as n o t ta k e n  s te p s  to  r e s c in d  th e  
r e g u la t io n  t h a t  stopped  l i c e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t i a l s .  In  
a d d i t io n ,  th e y  have  n o t d eve lo p ed  p o l i c i e s  o r  p ro c e d u re s , 
d r a f t e d  r e g u la t io n s ,  o r  in t ro d u c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h ic h , i f  
ad o p te d , w ou ld  a l lo w  A la s k a  to  r e t u r n  to  l i c e n s in g  d e n t is t s  
b ased  on c r e d e n t ia ls  in  a m anner a c c e p ta b le  to  th e  B o a rd .

L ic e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t ia ls  i s  a v ia b le  a l t e r n a t i v e  to 
l i c e n s u r e  by e x a m in a t io n  f o r  c a n d id a te s  a lr e a d y  l ic e n s e d  in  
a n o th e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  The f a i l u r e  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  A la s k a  
Bo ard  o f  D e n ta l E xa m in e rs  to  p ro v id e  a means f o r  d e n ta l 
l i c e n s u r e  b y c r e d e n t i a l s ,  as a llo w e d  b y A la s k a  S t a t u t e ,  
e f f e c t i v e l y  l im i t s  e n t r y  in t o  th e  d e n ta l p r o fe s s io n  in  th e  
S t a t e .  I t  i s  n o t in  th e  b e s t  in t e r e s t  o f  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
o u r S t a t e  to  o v e r ly  r e s t r i c t  e n t r y  in t o  any re g u la te d  
p r o fe s s io n  in  A la s k a . We, t h e r e f o r e ,  recommend th a t  the  
A la s k a  Bo ard  o f  D e n ta l E xa m in e rs  ta k e  w h a te v e r s te p s  a re  
n e c e s s a r y , in c lu d in g  th e  r e p e a l  o f  s e c t io n  12 AAC 2 8 .9 5 0  o f  
th e  A la s k a  A d m in is t r a t iv e  Code and a d o p t io n  o f  c l a r i f y i n g  
r e g u la t io n s  s p e c i f y in g  th e  p ro c e d u re s  to  be adhered  to  
d u r in g  th e  in t e r v ie w  p r o c e s s , in  o rd e r  to  r e i n s t i t u t e  d e n ta l 
l i c e n s u r e  b y c r e d e n t ia ls  f o r  th o se  d e n t i s t s  a lr e a d y  l ic e n s e d  
in  a n o th e r  s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  r e g io n .

Recom m endation No. 2

The A la s k a  Bo ard  o f  D e n ta l E xa m in e rs  sh o u ld  a f f i l i a t e  w it h  
one o r more o f th e  fo u r  e x i s t in g  r e g io n a l  t e s t in g  s e r v ic e s  
f o r  th e  e x a m in a t io n  o f  d e n ta l c a n d id a t e 's  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l s  in  
l i e u  o f  a d m in is t e r in g  a S t a t e - r u n  c l i n i c a l  e x a m in a t io n .

The c u r r e n t  A la s k a  d e n ta l e x a m in a t io n  i s  a d m in is te re d  by th e  
A la s k a  Bo ard  o f  D e n ta l E xa m in e rs  t w ic e  a n n Q a lly  and c o n s is t s  
o f  b o th  a w r i t t e n  and c l i n i c a l  e x a m in a t io n . The w r i t t e n  
e x a m in a t io n  i s  d e s ig n e d  p r im a r i l y  to  t e s t  a c a n d id a te 's  
t h e o r e t i c a l  know ledge o f  b a s ic  b io m e d ic a l and d e n ta l s c i ­
en ces  w h i le  the c l i n i c a l  e x a m in a t io n  i s  u sed  to  d e te rm in e  
w h e th e r th e  c a n d id a te  p o s s e s s e s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l .
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An a p p l ic a n t  m ust r e c e iv e  a s c o re  o f  a t  l e a s t  75% on each 
s u b je c t  o f  b o th  e x a m in a t io n s  to  r e c e iv e  an o v e r a l l  p a s s in g  
g rade and hence be e l i g i b l e  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .

W r it te n  e x a m in a t io n s  a re  o f  th e  o b je c t iv e  t y p e , w i'th  r e ­
spo n ses to  t e s t  q u e s t io n s  b e in g  re c o rd e d  on answ er sh e e ts  
w h ich  a re  g rad ed  w ith  th e  a id  o f  an answ er k e y  o r  te m p la te . 
A la s k a  u t i l i z e s  e x c e rp ts  from  th e  w r i t t e n  e x a m in a tio n  
a d m in is te re d  by th e  N o rth e a s t  R e g io n a l Bo ard  o f  D e n ta l 
E xa m in e rs  f o r  th e  w r i t t e n  p o r t io n s  o f  A la s k a ' s exam c o v e r in g  
o r a l  d ia g n o s is ,  o r a l  m e d ic in e , and r a d io lo g y . The p o r t io n s  
o f  the  w r i t t e n  e x a m in a t io n  c o v e r in g  p r o s t h e t i c s ,  and A la s k a  
S t a t u t e s  and r e g u la t io n s  g o v e rn in g  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t ­
r y ,  have been d eve lo p ed  by th e  A la s k a  Board  o f  D e n ta l 
E x a m in e rs .

U n lik e  th e  w r i t t e n  e x a m in a t io n , th e  g ra d in g  o f  th e  c l i n i c a l  
exam i s  s u b je c t iv e  in  n a tu r e . The c l i n i c a l  p o r t io n  o f  the 
e x a m in a t io n  r e q u ir e s  c a n d id a te s  to  com plete  amalgam and g o ld  
in l a y  p re p a ra t io n s  and r e s t o r a t io n s  on a c t u a l  p a t ie n t s  in  a 
c l i n i c a l  s e t t in g .  ( U n t i l  th e  most r e c e n t  exam , a g o ld  f o i l  
p re p a ra t io n  and r e s t o r a t io n  was a ls o  a r e q u ir e m e n t .)  
C a n d id a te s  a re  g raded  a t  v a r io u s  s te p s  d u r in g  the  co m p le tio n  
o f  each  c l i n i c a l  p ro c e d u re s  by s e v e r a l  e xa m in e rs  ap p o in te d  
by the  A la s k a  Board  o f  D e n ta l E x a m in e rs . In  a l l  c a s e s , 
e xa m in e rs  m ust be p r a c t i c in g  d e n t is t s  l ic e n s e d  in  th e  S t a t e .  
More o f t e n  th an  n o t , th e y  a re  members o f  th e  A la s k a  B o ard . 
G rades a re  a s s ig n e d  by e xa m in e rs  b ased  on t h e i r  p e rc e p t io n  
o f  w h e th e r a c a n d id a te 's  w ork  m eets c e r t a in  s e t s  o f  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  c r i t e r i a  d es ig n e d  to  m easure c l i n i c a l  a b i l i t y .  An 
a v e ra g e  o f  th e  s c o re s  a s s e s s e d  by each  e xam in e r d e te rm in es  
th e  c a n d id a te 's  f i n a l  g rad e  on each  o p e r a t iv e  s u b je c t .

A t a r e c e n t  e xa m in e r c a l ib r a t i o n  s e s s io n , h e ld  in  p re p a ra ­
t io n  f o r  th e  A ug ust 1986 d e n ta l exam , th e  A la s k a  Bo ard  o f  
D e n ta l E xa m in e rs  c o n cu rre d  w it h  a s ta te m e n t made by an 
e x p e r t  on th e  s u b je c t  o f  d e n ta l e x a m in a t io n s  and s c o r in g  
te c h n iq u e s  to  th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a l l  d e n ta l e x a m in a t io n s  a re  
v i r t u a l l y  th e  same in  b o th  c o n te n t  and a d m in is t r a t io n ,  and 
t h a t  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  p a s s / f a i l  r a t e s  betw een j u r i s d i c ­
t io n s  r e v o lv e s  s o le l y  around  th e  s c o r in g  and g ra d in g  o f  the  
in d iv id u a l  e x a m in a t io n  i t s e l f .  (See  A pp end ix  A f o r  exam in a­
t io n  s t r u c t u r e  and g e n e ra l in fo rm a t io n  on v a r io u s  r e g io n a l  
and S t a t e  d e n ta l e x a m s .)  A t th e  same m e e t in g , th e  A la s k a  
Board  was in fo rm e d  o f  a n a t io n a l  t re n d  show ing  d e n ta l exam 
f a i l u r e  r a t e s  m oving to w ard s a ran g e  o f  betw een 30% to  35%, 
w it h  s l i g h t l y  h ig h e r  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  no ted  in  th e  w e s te rn  
s t a t e s  th an  in  th e  e a s t .  As shown b e lo w , A la s k a 's  p a s s / f a i l  
r a t e s  have  n o t  p a r a l l e le d  t h i s  n a t io n a l  t r e n d , the  p r im a ry  
ca u se  f o r  t h i s  b e in g  d e n ta l c a n d id a te 's  i n a b i l i t y  to  a t t a in  
p a s s in g  s c o re s  on th e  c l i n i c a l  ( s u b je c t iv e )  p o r t io n  o f  the  
A la s k a  d e n ta l e x a m in a t io n .
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The o v e r a l l  f a i l u r e  r a t e  on the  f i v e  A la s k a  d e n ta l exam in a­
t io n s  a d m in is te re d  betw een November 1983 and November 1985 
o s c i l l a t e d  from  33.3% to  8 8 .9 % , w it h  an a v e ra g e  f a i l u r e  r a t e  
a p p ro x im a t in g  5 9 .3 % . The f a i l u r e  r a t e  on th e  w r i t t e n  
p o r t io n  o f  th e  e x a m in a tio n  f o r  the  same p e r io d  was o n ly  
1 .8 % , w it h  o n ly  one f a i l u r e  in  55 i n i t i a l  a t te m p ts . The 
o v e r a l l  p a ss  r a t e  on th e  m ost r e c e n t  A la s k a  d e n ta l exam , 
a d m in is te re d  in  A ug ust 19 86 , was 75%, w it h  10 o f  11 c a n d i­
d a te s  p a s s in g  th e  w r i t t e n  p o r t io n . (See  A pp end ix  G .)  An 
o v e r a l l  p a ss  r a t e  o f  75% in d ic a t e s  t h a t  r e c e n t  changes in  
A la s k a 's  e x a m in a t io n  c o n te n t  and s c o r in g  p ro c e d u re s  may have  
had a p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  on th e  outcome o f  t h i s  exam ; h o w e ve r, 
i t  i s  p re m atu re  to  co n c lu d e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  more th a n  an 
is o la t e d  in c id e n t  and in  f a c t  e v id e n c e s  a change in  p r e v i ­
o u s ly  e s t a b l is h e d  t r e n d s . (75% i s  th e  h ig h e s t  p a ss  r a t e  
e x p e r ie n c e d  on th e  A la s k a  d e n ta l e x a m in a t io n  s in c e  1 9 7 7 .)

C l i n i c a l  e x a m in a t io n  f a i l u r e  r a t e s ,  and in  tu rn  o v e r a l l  
d e n ta l exam f a i l u r e  r a t e s ,  o f  th e  m agn itude o f  th o se  e x p e r i ­
enced p r io r  to  A ugust 19 8 6 , a re  e x c e s s iv e  n o t  o n ly  in  
co m p ariso n  to  th e  above n o ted  n a t io n a l  t r e n d , b u t a ls o  in  
co m p ariso n  to  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  on s im i l a r  e x a m in a t io n s  a d m in is ­
te re d  by o th e r  w e s te rn  s t a t e s  and v a r io u s  r e g io n a l  d e n ta l 
t e s t in g  b o a rd s  o r a g e n c ie s . The S t a t e  o f  W a sh in g to n 's  
d e n ta l exam f a i l u r e  r a t e  o v e r th e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  has been 
in  th e  ran g e  o f  35% to  37% f o r  i n - s t a t e  d e n ta l s c h o o l 
g ra d u a te s  and a p p ro x im a te ly  50% f o r  o u t - o f - s t a t e  g ra d u a te s . 
O re g o n 's  f a i l u r e  r a t e  i s  commonly in  th e  ran g e  o f  10% to  
20%. On O re g o n 's  m ost r e c e n t  e x a m in a t io n , 90% o f  a l l  
c a n d id a te s  exam ined r e c e iv e d  p a s s in g  s c o r e s . C a l i f o r n i a ’ s 
1984 f a i l u r e  r a t e  was 48%, compared to  45% in  1983 . (See  
A pp end ix  H . )

As shown in  A pp end ix  C , r e g io n a l ly  a d m in is te re d  c l i n i c a l  
e x a m in a t io n s  a re  u t i l i z e d  by 26 s t a t e s  in  p la c e  o f  S t a t e  
a d m in is te re d  c l i n i c a l  exam s. An a d d i t io n a l  6 s t a t e s ,  
in c lu d in g  th e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o lu m b ia , u t i l i z e  r e g io n a l  
c l i n i c a l  exams in  c o n ju n c t io n  w it h  a S t a t e  p e rfo rm an ce  
e x a m in a t io n , w h i le  one s t a t e  a d m in is t e r s  t h e i r  own c l i n i c a l  
exam o n ly  f o r  c a n d id a te s  from  n o n - a c c re d ite d  s c h o o ls .  1985 
f a i l u r e  r a t e s  on r e g io n a l  c l i n i c a l  e x a m in a t io n s  a d m in is te re d  
by th e  N o rth e a s t  R e g io n a l Bo ard  o f  D e n ta l E xa m in e rs  (NERB) 
and th e  C e n t r a l  R e g io n a l D e n ta l T e s t in g  S e r v ic e  (CRDTS) w ere  
19.8%  and 1 0 .8% , r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The a v e ra g e  f a i l u r e  r a t e  on 
th e  e x a m in a t io n  a d m in is te re d  by th e  W este rn  R e g io n a l 
E xa m in in g  Board  (WREB) f o r  th e  l a s t  5 y e a rs  has been 2 3 .2 % , 
w it h  a h ig h  o f  33% and a low  o f 19%. (See  A p p e n d ix  H .)

A f a c t o r  known to  have  p a r t i a l l y  c o n t r ib u te d  to  c a n d id a te  
f a i l u r e  on A la s k a 's  c l i n i c a l  e x a m in a t io n  i s  th e  la c k  o f 
c o n s is t e n t  a sse ssm e n t o f  s c o re s  b y d e n ta l e x a m in e rs . One 
c a se  was n o ted  w here a c a n d id a te 's  s c o re s  a s s ig n e d  b y fo u r
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d i f f e r e n t  e xa m in e rs  on th e  same s te p  o f  an o p e r a t iv e  p ro c e ­
dure ranged  from  0% to  80%, w it h  a c t u a l  s c o re s  b e in g  0 , 6 0 , 
8 0 , and 0 . Though t h i s  i s  an extrem e e xam p le , th e  e x is t e n c e  
o f  t h i s  typ e  o f  s i t u a t io n  in d ic a t e s  a d i r e  need fo r  m o d i f i­
c a t io n  in  th e  e v a lu a t io n  p ro c e s s .

R e g a rd le s s  o f  th e  e x a c t  ca u se s  f o r  A la s k a 's  h ig h  f a i l u r e  
r a t e s  on p a s t  d e n ta l e x a m in a t io n s , changes m ust be made 
w h ich  w i l l  s e rv e  to  f o s t e r  th e  p u b l i c ' s  f a i t h  in  the S t a t e ' s  
means f o r  r e g u la t in g  e n t r y  in t o  th e  d e n ta l p r o f e s s io n . 
P ro ce d u re s  m ust be adh ered  to  w h ich  w i l l  a l lo w  th e  c l i n i c a l  
p o r t io n  o f  the  A la s k a  d e n ta l e x a m in a t io n  to  be con d ucted  in  
an o b je c t iv e  m anner, w it h  th e  em p hasis on p a s s in g  a l l  
c a n d id a te s  who e v id e n c e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  know ledge o f  th e  b a s ic  
p r in c ip le s  o f  o p e r a t iv e  d e n t i s t r y  and p o ss e s s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
c l i n i c a l  s k i l l  - even th o se  who p o s s e s s  o n ly  th e  "minimum" 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  P a ss  r a t e s  on th e  A la s k a  d e n ta l e x a m in a tio n  
sh o u ld  be com m ensurate w it h  th o se  b e in g  e x p e r ie n c e d  on 
d e n ta l e x a m in a t io n s  a d m in is te re d  e lse w h e re  in  th e  n a t io n .

In  o rd e r  to  a c c o m p lish  th e  a b o ve , th e  A la s k a  Board  o f  D e n ta l 
E xa m in e rs  sh o u ld  a f f i l i a t e  w it h  one o r  more o f  th e  fo u r  
e x i s t in g  r e g io n a l  d e n ta l t e s t in g  s e r v i c e s  f o r  th e  t e s t in g  o f 
c a n d id a te s  c l i n i c a l  a b i l i t y .  A n o th e r a l t e r n a t i v e  w ould  be 
to  m e re ly  a c c e p t  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  any c a n d id a te  who has s u c ­
c e s s f u l l y  com pleted  any o f  th e  fo u r  r e g io n a l  b o a rd s . The 
f i r s t  ap p ro ach  w ould  a l lo w  A la s k a  th e  o p p o r tu n it y  f o r  in p u t  
in t o  th e  deve lopm ent o f  th e  c l i n i c a l  e x a m in a t io n , w h ile  th e  
second w ould  r e q u ir e  us to  r e l y  on th e  a b i l i t y  o f  s t a t e s  
a f f i l i a t e d  w it h  th e  r e g io n a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s  to  m a in ta in  an 
e x a m in a t io n  w h ich  t e s t s  p ro c e d u re s  and methods com m ensurate 
w it h  c u r r e n t  t re n d s  in  d e n ta l e d u c a t io n  and a c c e p ta b le  
d e n ta l p r a c t i c e s .  In  e i t h e r  c a s e , th e  A la s k a  Board  o f  
D e n ta l E xa m in e rs  w i l l  b e n e f i t  from  d is a s s o c ia t in g  th e m se lv e s  
from  th e  onus o f  a d m in is t e r in g  th e  s u b je c t iv e  c l i n i c a l  
e x a m in a tio n  by p la c in g  t h i s  b u rd en  on an e s t a b l is h e d ,  
im p a r t ia l ,  d e n ta l t e s t in g  o r g a n iz a t io n  lo c a te d  o u t s id e  o f 
th e  S t a t e .  The p u b l ic  w i l l ,  in  t u r n ,  b e n e f i t  th ro u g h  th e  
B o a rd 's  a b i l i t y  to  fo c u s  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on o th e r  p e r t in e n t  
is s u e s  r e la t e d  to  th e  d e n ta l p r o fe s s io n  in  th e  S t a t e  o f  
A la s k a .
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APPENDIXES

Source for Appendixes A -  D: American Dental Association 1986 publication, t i t le d ,
"Facts About States -  For the dentist seeking a location ."

Source for Appendix F: American Dental Association 1982 publication, t i t l e d ,  "Facts
About States -  For the dentist seeking a location ."
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APPENDIX A

S t a t e  a n d  R e g i o n a l  B o a r d s :  S t r u c t u r e  o f  E x a m s  a n d  G e n e r a l  I n f o r m a t i o n *

The following chart outlines the structure ol the board exams for each state and region. Among the new developments in 1985: Idaho has joined the 
Western Regional Examining Board.
The supporting papers needed to take the boards are generally the same in every state: recent photographs, copies of your national board scores, a 
certificate ot graduation, fingerprints, copies of your dental school transcnots (and sometimes undergraduate transcripts), proof of liability insurance 
coverage, and other dentists' venfication of your high moral character. Not every state requires all of these. Out it pays to collect them all, especially il you're planning to take exams in several states.
Nearly every stale requires you to supply your own patients and the proper indications for the procedures you'll perform. Most states also exoect you 
to provide your own handoieces. instruments, and supplies. Several states supply some ol these lor a nominal lee, and in other stales, dental suooly 
firms attend the board exams and have limited supplies on hand lor your use. In any case, you should go to the exam with everything you think you 
may need.
Most states do not acceot reciprocity from other states, but many do allow licensure by credentials: that is, they will grant a license to practice if you 
have already passed a board exam in another state and have worked there lor a certain number ol years.
Thirty-two states belong to regional testing systems. The regional boards do only the clinical testing phase lor the different states.

Regional Testing 
Service/State Board

Northeast’

Exam
Frequency

Winter, spring, summer

Southern2

Cenlral3

May/June, July/August, 
December

May. June, August, De­
cember

Fee Written
S275 Simulated clinical exami­

nations; (1) diagnosis, oral 
medicine, and radiology; 
(2) comprehensive treat­
ment planning

$200 Treatment planning, oral 
pathology

S350 Prosthodontics, periodon­
tics, emergency/Pasic lile 
support

Western4

Alabama

Alaska

California

March, June, September $375 Oral pathology, prosthetics

June (may vary)

June, November

6 times a year

$120 Theoretical exam on Ala­
bama jurisprudence and 
radiation safety

$200 Oral diagnosis and treat­
ment planning, jurisprud­
ence, prosthetics

$150 Oral diagnosis and treat­
ment planning, written 
perio. Radiation safety 
(optional).

Practical
Class V gold foil or class 
II nmalgam; class II. Ill, IV 
goid foil or class II inlay,
V *  or lull crown; diagnosis 
and scaling of periodontal 
patient; complete denture 
exercise with patient 
(impression ol either arch 
to esthetic try-in ol maxil­
lary denlure)
Class II amalgam; MOD 
inlay/onlay; class III or IV 
composite, denture exer­
cise on patient (impres­
sions upper and lower, to 
esthetic try-in)
Periodontal clinical; Class 
II amalgam; cast restora­
tion, an inlay, onlay, V *  
crown, o r '/»crown; com­
posite restoration; simu­
lated clinical judgment
Class II amalgam, perio­
dontics, gold casting (on­
lay to full crown, no inlay), 
endodantics

Prosthetics, endodomics, 
prophylaxis, operative

Additional
Information

Candidates are permitted 
to take the NERB exami­
nation only once dunng a 
cycle.

Candidates must submit 
proof ot malpractice insur­
ance with their applica­
tions.

- 1 8 -

Applications must be re­
ceived 45 days belore ex­
amination date. Nebraska 
allows reciprocity (rom 
other states. Must lurmsh 
own patients.
Must lumish own patient, 
instruments, and hand­
pieces. Expendable mate­
rials (except gold) are 
supplied.
Must lumish own patients. 
Must lumish own instru­
ments. and supplies. No 
reciprocity with other 

_  states.
Class II amalgam, class V Must lumish own patients, 
gold (oil, class II gold inlay3' handpieces, instruments.

and supplies. No reciproc­
ity with other stales. No li­
censure by credentials.

Class II amalgam. Pen- 
odonial exam includes 
written diagnostic and clin­
ical. Crown and bridge 
prepare two aoutmems; 
construct wax pattern on 
one. Full denture set-up.
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Regional Testing 
Service-'State Board

Flonda

Georgia

Hawaii

Indiana

Louisiana

Mississippi

Nevada

New Mexico 

New York5-6

Exam
Frequency Fee

June. December $280

June. $200

twice a year: announced S250
60 days before exam

twice a year $100

May/June (annually) $100

June (annually) $200

March, July (annually) $200

January. June $150

August. Decemoer $245

Written 

Laws and rules ol Flonda

JuriSDrudence. periodon­
tics and ora l oatnoiogy 
slide exam (multiple 
choice)

Jurisorudence. oral diag­
nosis. treatment planning

Theoretical exam it all 
pans ot national boards 
have not been completed: 
jurisprudence on Indiana 
laws.

Ethics and jurisprudence, 
office emergencies, oral 
surgery, periodontics, oral 
pathology

Jurisorudence. dental 
anatomy, radiography

Must have passed na­
tional board examination.

Jurisorudence. oral diag­
nosis, office emergencies

Eauivaient to Northeast 
Regional Boarp

On manneauin: cast gold 
class II MOD onlay on oi- 
cusoid tooth: class II 
amalgam: pm amalgam 
endodontic access on 
posterior ar • ii'e io r 
tooth. On patienf pen- 
cdontal exercise, pros­
thetic impression and 
articulation.
Clinical class II amalgam, 
class III comoosite. cast 
gold class II inlay or onlay: 
laboratory: preparations 
and gold casting on denti­
form. denture set-up.
Class III or II gold toil: 
class II amalgam: MOD 
oniav ano % crown wiin 1 
indirect wax-up, complete 
denture set

Practical

Class II amalgam: class ll. 
III. IV foil, or class I. V 
gold foil ano composite, or 
MOD inlay or crown: pros­
thetic prooiem solving; 
Lab: anterior porcelain 
bonded to metal precau­
tion; V *  crown prep on oi- 
cusoia. wax. cast and 
finish: upper denture set­
up: perioaonta! scaling 
and curreiage; diagnosis 
and treatment planning.
Amalgam and composite, 
onlay procedure, remova­
ble prosthodontics. endo- 
dontics. occlusion

One MOD. DO. or MO 
amalgam: one four-sur- 
face amalgam replacing at 
least one cusp; one class 
III composite; one lull gold 
crown: removaDle pros­
thetics
Complete denture fabrica­
tion: either a class II. III. 
or IV gold foil or a class II 
cast gold restoration, in­
lay. or onlay (restoration 
must be limsneo in one 
day): class II amalgam
Class II amalgam: gold 
casting; MOD inlay; class 
III, IV or V gold foil

Eouivaient to Nonneast 
Regional Board

Additional
Information

Must furnish own patients 
(Supply companies will 
usually heio.) About 52*.i 
pass annually. Must have 
taken national board 
within 10 years. No reci­
procity with other states.

Must furnish own patients 
instrument* 1 hand­
pieces. No i • r̂ocity witr 
other states.

Must furnish own patients, 
but Hawaii does run ao in 
local college newsoaoers. 
Must lurmsn own hand­
pieces. instruments, and 
supplies. No reciprocity 
with other states.
Must have valid CPR cer­
tification Defare exam. 
Must fumisn own patient. 
Must obtain maioractice 
insurance oelore ine 
exam. Must furnish ongi- 
nal dental school ciptoma.

Must furmsn own patients, 
liability insurance, equio- 
ment. and suDDiies. Con­
tent of examination is 
subject to change at the 
discretion of the" board.
No reciorocitv. All informa­
tion suD|ect to change for 
each examination. Must 
have valid CPR. Must fur­
nish own patients.

Must furnish own patients, 
instruments, and sunoiies. 
including pre- and postop­
erative radiographs. Some 
disposable items will be 
available. No reciprocity.

Must furnish own patients, 
instruments ana high, low 
speed hanooiece. Suopiy 
company assists with 
exam. No reciDrociry. No 
licensure by credentials.
Eauivaient to Northeast 
Regional Boara but vaiia 
only in New York. Oben io 
eligible graduates ot non- 
accredited ana accreaitea 
schools. Must lurmsn own 
patients ano instruments.

-19-



APPENDIX a

Regional Testing 
Service/Stale Board

North Carolina

Exam
Frequency

May. August
Fee Written

S75 Jurisprudence, penodon- 
tics. occlusion

Oklahoma

Oregon

South Carolina

May, June, and December 5200 Jurisprudence

June. December

Summer

S50 Jurisprudence, oral diag­
nosis. treatment planning, 
oral pathology, and gen­
eral dentistry

S200 Ethics and Jurisprudence

Texas May/June. August/Sep­
tember S100 Jurisprudence

Virgin Islands June, November S65 Gperaiive dentistry, phar­
macology, prosthodontics. 
oral surgery and pain con­
trol. oral pathology and ra­
diology, endooonucs- 
periodontics, anatomic sci­
ences. and dental anat­
omy from the national 
board exams if have not 
passed the national 
boards during the last two 
years.

Practical

Class II inlay or onlay: 
class II amaigam: oral sur­
gery: removable prostho- 
dontics (complete upper 
denture, partial design); 
periodontics; lab exer­
cises: encodontics. crown 
preps
Prosthetic denture set-up: 
clinical operative proce­
dures
Selection from the follow­
ing: amalgam restoration, 
cast gold restoration, per­
iodontics, prosthodontics

Clinical includes 2 class II 
amalgams. 2 comoosites: 
prosthetics: impressions, 
CR recoros. set manaibu- 
lar and maxillary 6 interior 
teeth. Laboratory: Wax up 
3-umt bridge, prep onlay, 
wax and cast on a denti­
form.
3-umt fixed bndge; 2 class 
II amalgams: 2 composite 
restorations: prepare diag­
nosis and treatment plan 
from photographs, x-rays, 
models, etc.; denture set­
up, ready for tlaskmg
Periodontics, radiology, 
oral surgery, operative 
dentistry

Additional
Information

Must furnish oyn patients 
and instruments. No reci­
procity. No licensure by 
credentials. No specialty 
exams.

Must furnish own patients 
and instruments. Must 
have valid CPR.
No reciprocity or tempo­
rary licenses. Must furnish 
own patients and instru­
ments. Soeciairy exams 
available.

Must furnish own patients. 
No reciprocity or tempo­
rary licenses.

Washington June. September SI 20 Class II amalgam: class II. 
Ill, V gold foil; MOD inlay 
and a periodontal section

Must furnish own patients, 
instruments, handpieces, 
and supplies. Some com­
panies may have supplies 
for use at no cost. No re­
ciprocity with other states.

NOTES: 1 1ncludes Connecticut. District of Columbia. Maine. Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan. New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York. Ohio, 
Pennsylvania. Rhode Island. Vermont, and West Virginia.

2 Includes Arkansas. Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virgin.a.
3 Includes Coloraao. Iowa. Minnesoia. Missouri. Kansas. Nebraska. North Dakota. South Dakota. Wisconsin, and Wyoming.
4 Includes Arizona. Idaho. Montana, and Utah.
5 In aadition to participating in the Northeast Regional Board, New York administers a seoarate series of examinations.
6 The lee.snawn lor New York includes license fee, exam fee, and first triennial registration lee. a) Class V gold f o i l  no longer a c l in ic a l  examination requirement.

* SOURCE: The above information is compiled annually by American Student Dental Association and is published in the A S O A  H a n d b o o k ,  Fall 
'S85.. pages 78-82. Reprinted with permission of American Student Denial Association.
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W r i t t e n  E x a m i n a t i o n  R e q u i r e m e n t s *
Recognizes Certificate of 

National Board Dental Examinations
Accepts Scores Timeon National Limit

State Board Exam (Years)
Alabama Yes 0Alaska Yes 0Arizona Yes 0Arkansas Yes 0California Yes 0Coioraoo Yes 15Connecticut Yes 0Delaware No 1/ _
Distnct of Columbia Yes “ _
Floriaa Yes 10
Georgia Yes 0Hawaii Yes 5Idaho Yes 0Illinois Yes 0Indiana Yes 0Iowa Yes 0
Kansas Yes 0
Kentucky Yes 0
Louisiana Yes —

Maine Yes —

Maryland Yes 0
Massacnusetis Yes 5
Micnigan Yes —
Minnesota Yes 0
MississiDpi Yes 0
Missouri Yes —■

Montana Yes 0
Necraska Yes 0
Nevada Yes 0
New hamosnire Yes 0
New Jersey Yes 0
New Mexico Yes —

New York Yes 0Norm Carolina Yes —
Nonh Dakota Yes —

Ohio Yes 0
Oklahoma Yes 0
Oregon Yes 0
Pennsylvania Yes 0
Rhcoe Island Yes 0
South Carolina Yes 0
South Dakota Yes —

Tennessee Yes 0
Texas Yes 0
Utah Yes 0
Vermont Yes 0
Virginia Yes 0
Wasnington Yes 0
West Virginia Yes 0
Wisconsin Yes 0
Wyoming Yes —
Virgin Isianos Yes .—
‘ For graduates of accredited dental schools. Data as of January 1. 1986. 
Source: Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations

—  Delaware conducts th eir own w ritten examinations.
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Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Additional Written Examinations

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
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C l i n i c a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  R e q u i r e m e n t s

State
Regional 

Test 1 /
Time
Limit

(Yeais)
State

Performance
Examination

Limit to 
Times Taken

Alabama __ _ Yes 2 times and (c)
Alaska -- -- Yes —

Arizona WREB 5 Yes 2 times and education
Arkansas SRTA 5 — 3 times and (d)
California — — Yes Unlimited
Coloraao CRDTS S No 3 times
Connecticut NERB 5 No Unlimited
Delaware — — Yes —

District of Columbia (0 NERB 5 Yes 3 times and education
Plonda — — • Yes 3 times and education
Georgia — — Yes 3 times and education
Hawaii — — Yes —

Idaho WREB — No —

Illinois NERB 10 Yes Unlimited
Indiana — — Yes —

Iowa CRDTS 5 No 2 times, education and (c)
Kansas CRDTS 5 No 2 times, education and (c)
Kentucky SRTA 5 No Unlimited
Louisiana (I) — - — Yes 3 tirr. as and education
Maine (1) NERB 5 No —

Maryland NERB 5 No 2 times and education
Massacnusetts NERB 5 No —

Michigan (1) NERB 10 (e) 3 times and education
Minnesota CRDTS 5 No —
Mississippi — — Yes 2 times and education
Missoun CRDTS 5 No 3 times and education
Montana WREB 3 No —

Nebraska CRDTS 5 No 2 times and education
Nevada — — Yes 2 times and (b)
New Hampshire NERB 5 No (c)
New Jersey NERB 15 No —
New Mexico (1) — . — Yes Unlimited
New York NERB 0 Yes 2 times and (d)
Nonh Carolina — — Yes Unlimited
North Dakota (1) CRDTS 5 No —

Ohio NERB 5 No 2 times and education
Oklahoma — — Yes 2 times and (c)
Oregon — — Yes Unlimited
Pennsylvania NERB — No —
Rhode Isiana NERB — No Unlimited
South Carolina (1) — — Yes Unlimited
South Dakota (1) CRDTS 5 No —

Tennessee SRTA 5 Yes —

Texas — — Yes 3 times (c)
Utah (1) WREB 3 No —

Vermont NERB 5 No. —

Virginia SRTA 5 No 3 times
Washington — — Yes Unlimited
West Virginia (f) NERB — No --

Wisconsin CRDTS 5 No --

Wyoming (1) CRDTS 5 Yes 2 times and education
Virgin Islands (0 — — Yes 2 times and education
Data as ol January 1, 1986 unless otherwise indicated.
(a) Skip one testing Detore re-taking third time.
(b) Must wait one year oelore re-taking.
(c) Must nave aoproval ol the Board.
(d) Remedial training.
(e) Yes. for graduates ol non-accredited schools.
(I) 1982 data.
Source: Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations

1/ CRDTS -  Central Regional Dental Testing Service NERD -  Northeast Regional Board of Dental Examiners SRTA -  Southern Regional Testing Agency WREB -  Western Regional Examining Board
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S u m m a r y  o f  R e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  L i c e n s u r e  b y  C r e d e n t i a l s  i n  C e r t a i n  S t a t e s  
G r a n t i n g  L i c e n s u r e  b y  C r e d e n t i a l s

The states that grant licensure by credentials have individual requirements, of which the following is an overview. All states require a jurisorudence 
examination; nowever, this might be a formal, written examination, or a signed statement attesting that the candidate is familiar with the laws governing 
dentistry in the state. Candidates should write to the individual states for complete information and application.

Will accept Letters of
State applications from recommendation

Arkansas 
Distnct of 

Columbia
R
Specialists Only

2

Indiana All states 3
Iowa R 2
Kansas R 5
Maine All states 0
Maryland All states 3
Massachusetts R 1
Michigan On an individual basis 4
Minnesota All states 4
Missouri All states 2
Nebraska All states 2
New Hampshire R 3
New York 
Nonh Dakota

All states
Has an option, but has not 

granted licensure by 
credentials in 5 years

3

Oklahoma R 10
Pennsylvania All states 2
Rhoae Island R 3
Tennessee R 14
Vermont At the discretion 

of the board
2

Personal
interview

X
X
X
X
X*
X
X

Rarely
X
X
X

Years in 
practice

5

5
5
5
5 ’
5 ’
5

No Limit 
22 
5 13 
5 
5

5 
5 
5 
5 
5

R = states that will issue licenses by credentials only to candidates from states with a reciprocal agreement.
•The state of Maine will require a personal interview with a candidate who passed a state bcs.rd examination more than 1 year before applying to Maine 

for a license.
1 Will issue a licensure by credentials to candidates who pass the Northeast Regional Board Examination in lieu of active practice.
*Two years of the past 3 years must have been in active practice.
3This requirement will change to 3 years of active practice.
4One letter of recommendation from each state board in each state in which the dentist has practiced.
Source: "Licensure by Credentials — Is it Working?", report published in the J o u r n a l  o l  t h e  A m e r i c a n  D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Vol 111, July 1985, pages 

19—32.
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ALASKA DENTAL LICEN SES ISSUED

Information presented in this appendix was compiled from the dental license issue log maintained by the Department o f Commerce and Economic Development's Division o f Occupational Licensing.

Total
June 1, 1980 October 17, 1984 June 1 , 1980through •,, through throughOctober 17, 1984 June 30, 1986 June 30, 1986

2/Number issued based on credentials 8 14 -  22
Number issued based on examination 75 31 106
Total number issued J[3 45 128

By credentials as percentage of to ta l  9.6% 31.1% 17.2%

— The Alaska Board of Dental Examiners issued licenses based on candidates' credentials ,
pursuant to AS 08.36 .234 , from June 1, 1980 through October 17, 1984. At that time 
they ceased issuing licenses by credentia ls , by emergency order, as promulgated in
12 AAC 28.950.

2/-  Licenses issued based on reinterview of candidates previously denied licensure by
credentials , as recommended by the Ombudsman's o f f ic e  and the Attorney General's o f f i c e .
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T o t a l  D e n t a l  L i c e n s u r e  R e s u l t s  b y  S t a t e  B o a r d
i n  1 9 8 1

Percent PercentState Bond Total Passed passed Failed (ailed
Alabama........................................... 84 95 5% 3 3.5%Anna.. 1 /........................................ 14 51.91 13 <.8. i :Arnona............................................. 137 100 0 0.0Arkansas........................................... 49 100 0 0.0California......................... 781 50.9 754 49.1
CRDTS* ........................................... 729 73.3 266 25.7Colorado.................................... 225 100 0 0.0Connecticut...................................... 191 100 0 0.0Delaware......................................... 17 58.6 12 41.4District ol Columbia...........................
Florida.................................. . 315 52.4 286 47.6Georgia........................................... 200 100 0 0.0Hawaii......................................... 16 61.5 10 38.5Idano ............................................... 29 65.9 15 34.1469 92.S 38 7.5
Indiana............................ 126 72.8 47 27.2Iowa............................................. . 122 too 0 0.0Kansas......................................... 82 100 0 o.oKentucky............................... ........... 151 100 0 0.0
Maine............................................... 52 100 0 0.0Maryland.......................................... 305 •100 0 0.0Missacnusens.................................. 357 100 0 0.0Micruqan.......................................... 95 100 0 0.0Minnesota . . . . , .............................. 188 100 0 0.0
Mississiooi....................................... 39 13Missouri.................................. . 218 100 0 0.0Montana............................................ 30 100 0 00Nebraska............. ........................... 98 ioo 0 0.0Nevada......................................... 28 48.3 30 51.7
New Hamoshire................................ 47 100 0 c.oNew Jersey...................................... 478 100 0 0.0New Mexico...................................... 36 85.7 6 14.3New York......................................... 677 79 180 21.0North Carolina.................................. 117 79.6 30 20.4
NERB* ............................................. 2.280 86.8 348 13.2Norm Oakota.................................... 31 100 0 0.0Ohio................................................ 341 100 0 0.0Oklahoma......................................... 130 100 0 0.0Oregon............................................. 147 100 0 0.0
Pennsylvania.................................... 576 100 0 0.0Rhoae Island.................................... 42 100 0 0.0Souin Carolina.................................. 91 100 0 0.0Soum Dakota.................................... 32 00 8 20.0SRTA* ............................................. 572 95.8 25 4.2
Tennessee....................................... 166 100 0 0.0Texas ............................................... 464 89.4 55 10.6Utah............................Vermont........................................... 22 100 0 0.0Virginia............................................. 17B 100 0 0.0
Washington ....................... 149 62.3 88 37.1West Virginia........................... 6T 100 a 0.0Wisconsin............................ 21. 100 0 0.0Wyoming ......................... 32 68.1 15 31 9WREB*......................................... 403 86.3 64 13.7
Putrto Rico....................................... 70 93.3 5 6.7
TOTAL ............................................. 12.488 84.5 2.298 15.5
'Regional Testing results are not included in total.
Source: Council on Oental Education, American Dental Association.

Alaska s t a t is t ic s  were not published by the American Dental A ssociation . Information included here was obtained from the Department of Commerce find Economic Development's Division of Occupational Licensing. Alaska resu lts  ure not included in to ta ls .

-25-



APPENDIX G

RECENT ALASKA DENTAL EXAMINATION STA TISTICS

Information in this appendix was compiled and provided by the Department of Commerce and Economic Development's Division of Occupational Licensing.

November1983 June1984 November1984 June1985 November1985 August1986

Number o f  applicants examined 1/ 18 18 18 34 25 20
Number Failed 6 16 8 21 16 5

3/Number Passed - 12 2 10 13 9 15

Percentage Failure Rate 33.3% 88.9% 44.4% 61.8% 64.0% 25.0%
Percentage Pass Rate 66.7% 11.1% 55.6% 38.2% 36.0% 75.0%

Totals include candidates taking a l l  or part o f  the examination.
2/— Totals include candidates fa i l ing a l l  or part o f  the examination.
3/— Totals include candidates passing entire examination or those passing remaining parts not 

passed at pr ior examinations.
— The dental examination scheduled for June 1986 was postponed until August 1986 in order 

that a new examination s i t e  could be located and to allow restructuring o f the examination's 
content and scoring procedures.



APPENDIX H

EX A M IN A T IO N  S T A T I S T I C S : W ESTERN  ST A T E S  AND R E G IO N A L  T E S T IN G  B O A R D S /A G E N C IE S

WASHINGTON -  Over Che la s t  five years Che fa i lu re  race for Washington state dental school
graduates has been from 35% to 37%. Out-of-state graduates' fa ilure race has been approximately 50%. (These s ta t i s t i c s  include results from exam retakes -  retake 
fa ilure rate approximates 50%, regardless of whether candidates are in -state or 
ou t-o f-s ta te  graduates.)

CALIFORNIA -

Results from the most recent (June 1986) Oregon dental exam are as follows:
Number o f  candidates caking exam 70 (69 1st attempts)
Number Failing 7
Number Passing 63
Percentage Failure Rate 10%
Percentage Pass Rate 90%
Histor ica l ly  Oregon's passage rate has been in the 80 and 90 percentile range.

A - 1984 * 1983 *
Number o f  candidates taking exam 1567 1884
Number Failing 753 849
Number Passing 814 1035
Percentage Failure Rate 48% 45%
Percentage Pass Rate 52% 55%
* (S ta t is t ic s  exclude resulcs of retakes by California dental school graduates

NEVADA - Current s ta t i s t i c s  related to pass /fa il rates for Nevada state dental examinations were 
not available for release by the Nevada State Board of Dental Examiners.

WESTERN REGIONAL EXAMINING B0AIU3 (WREB) -  The aver.’ge annual pass rate on the WREB exam for the 
past five years is 76.8%, with a high of 31% and a low o f  67%. This equates to an
average fa ilure rate o f  23.2%, with a hi^a o f 33% and a low of 19%.

CENTRAL REGIONAL DENTAL TESTING SERVICE (CRDTS) -  CRDTS evaluates approximately 1000 dental
candidates per year, including candidates repeating the examination. The 1985 failure  rate fo r  the operative c l in ica l examination administered by CRDTS was 10.8%.

NORTHEAST REGIONAL BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS (NERB) -  In the past ten years, fa ilure rates on 
the NERB examination have ranged from a high of 34.4% in 1983 to a low of 19.8% in 
1985. A fa i lu re , in these ca lcu la tions , is  a candidate who f a i l s  at least one of the 
five tests in his/her f i r s t  examination attempt.

SOUTHERN REGIONAL TESTING AGENCY (SRTA) -  Dental examination pass/fa il s ta t i s t i c s  are not
generated on an annual basis by SRTA, but instead are prepared for spec ific  tes t s i te s .
This information was not made available.

y  Information obtained in th is appendix was provided by the individual state boards or
regulating bodies and by representatives of the various regional boards or testing agencies.
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BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E  &
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

PO U C H  0
JU N E A U , A L A S K A  9 9 8 1 1  
PH O N E : 4 6 5 -2 5 0 0

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

November 3, 1986

Mr. G erald  L .  W ilkerso n 
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d it o r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d it  
P .O . Box W 
Ju ne au , AK 99811

Dear Mr. W ilk e rso n :

Thank you f o r  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  re v ie v ;  and comment on the 
p r e l i m i n a r y  a u d it  f i n d i n g s  o f  th e  Board o f  Dental E x a m in e r s .
At t h i s  t im e , th e  d e p a rtm e n t 's  p o s i t i o n  to the a u d it  recommen­
d a t io n s  re m ain s as noted i n  our re sp o n se  to  the i n t e r i m  l e t t e r  
dated September 10.

The department agrees w ith  recommendation number one, and w i l l  
a s s i s t  th e  board in  th e  re p e a l o f  12 AAC 2 8 .9 5 0 .  P r i o r  to  t a k ­
ing a p o s i t i o n  f o r  o r  a g a in s t  recommendation number two, th e  
departm ent i s  se e k in g  more in fo r m a tio n  re g a rd in g  r e g io n a l  t e s t ­
ing and i t s  f e a s i b i l i t y .  There are  many f a c t o r s  which must be 
i n v e s t i g a t e d .  R e c e n t l y ,  th e  chairm an o f  th e  Dental Board 
attended the Western Re g io n al Exam in  C a l i f o r n i a ;  we w i l l  be 
r e c e i v i n g  a r e p o r t  on t h i s  exam a t  th e  next board t e l e c o n f e r ­
ence meeting w hich i s  scheduled f o r  November 13.

S i n c e r e l y

LHL/mst4921m
103086a





STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E  *

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T
P O U C H O
JU N E A U . A LA SK A  9 9 8 1 1  
PH O N E : 1 9 0 7 1 4 6 5 -2 5 3 4

T H E  A L A S K A  B O A R D  O F  D E N T I A L  E X A M I N E R S

R o b e r t  E .  W a r r e n ,  C h a i r m a n

D e c e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 8 6

G e r a l d  L .  W i l k e r s o n  

L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  

D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  

P o u c h  W

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 - 3 3 0 0

R e :  " A  S p e c i a l  R e p o r t  o n  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  

A u g u s t  2 7 ,  1 9 8 6 "  ( C o n f i d e n t i a l  P r e l i m i n a r y  A u d i t )

A u d i t  C o n t r o l  N u m b e r :  0 8 - 4 2 7 1 - 8 6 - S ____________________________________

D e a r  M r .  W i l k e r s o n :

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s ,  I  o f f e r  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  a b o v e - r e f e r e n c e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l  

P r e l i m i n a r y  A u d i t  R e p o r t .  A s  y o u  k n o w ,  t h a t  R e p o r t  c o n t a i n s  

t w o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  T h e  B o a r d  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  c o n c u r s  w i t h  

o n e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  b u t  s t r o n g l y  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r .

1 .  A r e a s  o f  A g r e e m e n t .  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N u m b e r  2 ,  s e t  f o r t h  

o n  p a g e s  1 2 - 1 5  o f  t h e  R e p o r t ,  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  " T h e  A l a s k a  

B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  a f f i l i a t e  w i t h  o n e  o r  m o r e  

o f  t h e  f o u r  e x i s t i n g  r e g i o n a l  t e s t i n g  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  e x a ­

m i n a t i o n  o f  d e n t a l  c a n d i d a t e ' s  [ s i c ]  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l s  i n  l i e u  

o f  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a  S t a t e - r u n  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n . "  

( R e p o r t ,  p a g e  1 2 . )

T h e  B o a r d  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  a g r e e s  w i t h  t h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  a n d  

i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  t a k i n g  a c t i v e  s t e p s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  i t .  

G e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  t h e  m o s t  l o g i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  f o r  A l a s k a  i s  

t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  E x a m i n i n g  B o a r d  J W R E B ) .  A s  n o t e d  i n  

A p p e n d i x  A  t o  t h e  R e p o r t  ( a t  p a g e  2 0 ,  n o t e  4 )  ,  t h e  W R E B  

i n c l u d e s  A r i z o n i a ,  I d a h o ,  M o n t a n a  a n d  U t a h .

b

08.H8LH
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G e r a l d  L .  W i l k e r s o n  

L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  

D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  

R e :  R e p o r t / B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l

E x a m i n e r s  

D e c e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 8 6  

P a g e  2

O n  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 - 3 0 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  t h e  B o a r d ' s  H y g e n i s t  m e m b e r ,  C h r i s  

B a x t e r ,  a n d  I  p e r s o n a l l y  a t t e n d e d  t h e  W R E B  a u t u m n ,  1 9 8 6  e x a ­

m i n a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  a t  L o m a  L i n d a  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  

L o m a  L i n d a ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  I  d i r e c t l y  o b s e r v e d  t h e  e n t i r e  

f o u r - d a y  e x a m i n a t i o n  a s  i t  w a s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  t h e  7 0  d e n t a l  

c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  t h e  3 1  h y g e n i s t  c a n d i d a t e s .  I n  m y  p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  

W R E B  w a s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  t h o r o u g h ,  a n d  f a i r .

M o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  o n  D e c e m b e r  5 - 6 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  I  a t t e n d e d  t h e  W R E B  

E x a m i n a t i o n  R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  i n  P h o e n i x ,  A r i z o n i a .  

W h i l e  i n  P h o e n i x ,  I  a l s o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  W R E B  G e n e r a l  M e m b e r ­

s h i p  M e e t i n g  a n d  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s .  M y  

c o n c l u s i o n  f r o m  m y  d i r e c t  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i s  t h a t  t h e  W R E B  i s  a  

c o m p e t e n t  a n d  h i g h l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t e s t i n g  a g e n c y .

A t  t h e  u p c o m i n g  J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1 9 8 7  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  

o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  A l a s k a  s h o u l d  

j o i n  t h e  W R E B  w i l l  b e  v o t e d  u p o n .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  v o t e ,  I  w i l l  

p r e s e n t  m y  f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  a n d  f i n d i n g s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  

W R E B .  A l s o ,  D r .  D a v i d  L o w ,  p a s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  W R E B  a n d  

c u r r e n t  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  W R E B  E x a m i n a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  w i l l  

m a k e  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  M y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w i l l  b e  t h a t  A l a s k a  

s h o u l d  j o i n  t h e  W R E B ,  t h e r e b y  r e c o g n i z i n g  a  p a s s i n g  g r a d e  o n  

t h e  W R E B  e x a m i n a t i o n  a s  s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e ­

m e n t  o f  A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 3 0  a n d  A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 6 0 .

I  m i g h t  n o t e  i n  p a s s i n g  t h a t  o n l y  a  p o r t i o n  o f  m y  t r a v e l  

e x p e n s e s  h a v e  b e e n  p a i d  b y  t h e  W R E B  a n d  I  h a v e  d o n a t e d  t h e  

b a l a n c e  o f  m y  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  m y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t i m e .  T h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  n o t  a b s o r b e d  a n y  o f  t h e s e  c o s t s .

2 .  A r e a s  o f  D i s a g r e e m e n t .  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N u m b e r  1 ,  s e t  

f o r t h  a t  p a g e s  1 1 - 3  2  o f  t h e  R e p o r t ,  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  " T h e  

A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  i s s u e  d e n t a l  l i c e n ­

s e s  t o  q u a l i f i e d  d e n t i s t s  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e c o r d s  

i n  l i e u  o f  r e q u i r i n g  t h e y  p a s s  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n .  ( L i c e n s u r e
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E x a m i n e r s  

D e c e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 8 6  

P a g e  3

b y  c r e d e n t i a l s ) . "  T h e  B o a r d  s t r o n g l y  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  t h i s  

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n .

I n  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  r u n s  a  s e r i o u s  

a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  r i s k  o f  a u t h o r i z i n g  i n c o m p e t e n t  o r  o t h e r w i s e  

u n d e s i r a b l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  p r a c t i c e  d e n t i s t r y  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  

t w o  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  p r o v i d e s  

i n a d e q u a t e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a n d  v e r i f y  t h e  a p p l i ­

c a n t ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l s .  S e c o n d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  

i s  p r e s e n t l y  n o  c e n t r a l  c l e a r i n g  h o u s e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e n ­

t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  i t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  d i f ­

f i c u l t  t o  w e e d  o u t  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  

o u t s t a n d i n g  c o m p l a i n t s  o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  r e v i e w  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  

o t h e r  s t a t e s .  I n  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e  B o a r d  h a s  f o u n d  l i c e n s u r e  b y  

c r e d e n t i a l s  t o  b e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e s p o n s i b i ­

l i t i e s  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 0 7 0 ( a ) .

A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4  e s t a b l i s h e s  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  a s  a  p e r ­

m i t t e d  p r a c t i c e :  " T h e  [ B ] o a r d  m a y  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  l i c e n s i n g

w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  a  d e n t i s t  w h o  [ s a t i s f i e s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  

o f  s u b s e c t i o n s  ( l ) - ( 8 ) ] . "  ( E m p h a s i s  a d d e d . )  T h e  d e c i s i o n  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  m u s t  b e  m a d e  i n  

l i g h t  o f  t h e  m o r e  b a s i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d .  A S  

0 8 . 3 6 . 0 7 0 ( a )  m a n d a t e s  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  s h a l l :

( 1 )  e x a m i n e  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  i s s u e  l i c e n s e s  t o  t h o s e  

a p p l i c a n t s  i t  f i n d s  q u a l i f i e d ;

( 8 )  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  r e n e w a l  o f  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  c o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  p r o o f  o f  c o n ­

t i n u e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e  b y  a  l i c e n s e d  

d e n t i s t . . . .

( E m p h a s i s  a d d e d . )
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A s  a l l  d e n t a l  p a t i e n t s  k n o w ,  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  i s  

p e r f o r m i n g  m i n u t e l y  d e l i c a t e  a n d  p r e c i s e  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  t h e  

c o n f i n e d  a n d  e x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  a r e a  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  

m o u t h .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  i s  a t  l e a s t  a s  

m u c h  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  a s  i t  i s  s c i e n c e .  T h e  o n l y  w a y  t o  e v a ­

l u a t e  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  d e n t i s t ' s  a b i l i t i e s  a s  a  c r a f t s m a n  i s  t o  

r e v i e w  e x a m p l e s  o f  h i s  w o r k .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  f a i l u r e  o f  

l i c e n s i n g  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  i s  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  p r o ­

v i d e  t h i s  r e v i e w .

T h e  p r e m i s e  o f  e x p e d i t e d  l i c e n s i n g  o f  d e n t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  

p r a c t i c e d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  a p p l y i n g  f o r  a n  

A l a s k a  l i c e n s e  ( S e e  A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ( 3 ) )  i s  t h a t  t h e  p r i o r  

p e r i o d  o f  p r a c t i c e  i n  a n d  o f  i t s e l f  e s t a b l i s h e s  t e c h n i c a l  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e .  I n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  f l a w s  i n  

t h i s  p r e m i s e .

F i r s t ,  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  c o m p e t e n c e  v a r y  c o n s i d e r a b l y  f r o m  

s t a t e  t o  s t a t e  a u d  f r o m  r e g i o n  t o  r e g i o n .  P r o o f  o f  c o n ­

t i n u e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  i n  m a n y  

s t a t e s .  T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  a c c e p t i n g  a n y  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p a s t  

p r a c t i c e  a s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c r e d e n t i a l s  w i l l ,  o v e r  t i m e ,  l e a d  

t o  t h e  l o w e r i n g  o f  c o m p e t e n c y  s t a n d a r d s  i n  A l a s k a .

S e c o n d ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  d e n t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  o r  i n  n o n - u n i f o r m e d  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e  ( e . g . ,  t h e  

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ) ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  

b o a r d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o r  s t a t e  l i c e n s i n g  a g e n c y  r e v i e w  o f  

t h e i r  c o m p e t e n c e .  I n  A l a s k a ,  t h i s  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p a r ­

t i c u l a r  c o n c e r n ,  s i n c e  m a n y  d e n t i s t s  c o m e  t o  A l a s k a  e i t h e r  

i n  m i l i t a r y  o r  n o n - u n i f o r m e d  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e  a n d  p r a c t i c e  

i n  r e m o t e  a r e a s  v i r t u a l l y  u n s u p e r v i s e d .

A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ( 4 )  r e q u i r e s ,  a s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  l i c e n s u r e  b y  

c r e d e n t i a l s ,  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  " . . . i s  n o t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a n  

u n r e s o l v e d  c o m p l a i n t ,  r e v i e w  p r o c e d u r e  o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o ­

c e e d i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  a  d e n t a l  l i c e n s i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n . "  I n
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r e a l i t y ,  i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  v e r i f y  t h i s  f a c t  o r  t o  

e x p o s e  a  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  f a c t  b y  a n  a p p l i c a n t .  T h e r e  

p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t s  n o  c e n t r a l  c l e a r i n g  h o u s e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  u n r e s o l v e d  c o m p l a i n t s  o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g s .  

T h e  v a r y i n g  p r i v a c y  l a w  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s  h a s  

t h e  e f f e c t  o f  m a k i n g  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  u n o b t a i n a b l e  f o r  m a n y  

o u t - o f - s t a t e  a p p l i c a n t s .  A n d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  m i l i t a r y  a n d  

f e d e r a l  d e n t i s t s ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  m a y  n e v e r  h a v e  p r a c t i c e d  i n  

t h e  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  h e  o r  s h e  o b t a i n e d  a  l i c e n s e .  I n  t h e s e  

i n s t a n c e s  t h e  o u t s i d e  l i c e n s i n g - s t a t e  b o a r d  h a s  n o  p e r t i n e n t  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  f i l e ,  a n d  o n l y  l i m i t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  d e n ­

t a l  o f f i c e r s  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  a  m i l i t a r y  c o m m a n d i n g  

o f f i c e r .

O u r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  A l a s k a  w i t h  d e n t i s t s  l i c e n s e d  b y  c r e d e n ­

t i a l s  t e n d s  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  r i s k s  o f  

a d m i t t i n g  i n c o m p e t e n t  o r  o t h e r w i s e  u n d e s i r a b l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  

i n t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  h e r e .  T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  

n u m e r o u s  p a t i e n t  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  c r e d e n t i a l l e d  d e n t i s t s  

f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g .  I n  

o n e  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  B o a r d  r e c e i v e d  a  f o r t u i t o u s  r e p o r t  f r o m  

t h e  I l l i n o i s  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  t h a t  a  l i c e n s e d - b y -  

c r e d e n t i a l s  c a n d i d a t e  h a d  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w i t h  n u m e r o u s  c o u n t s  

o f  s e x u a l  a b u s e  o f  p a t i e n t s  i n  I l l i n o i s .  S i n c e  t h e s e  w e r e  

p e n d i n g  c h a r g e s  t h a t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  e n t e r e d  o f  r e c o r d ,  o u r  

e a r l i e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a p p l i c a n t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  

u n c o v e r  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .

T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s '  p o s i t i o n  o n  l i c e n s u r e  

b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  i s  p e r h a p s  b e s t  s u m m a r i z e d  b y  D r .  G e o r g e  

H a n s e n ,  P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  D e n t a l  S o c i e t y .  A s  

h e  s t a t e d  a t  t h e  A u g u s t  1 6  ,  1 9 8 6  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  

D e n t a l  E x m a i n e r s ,  " I f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  g o a l  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  d e n ­

t i s t s '  f r e e d o m  t o  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  l i c e n s u r e  b y  

c r e d e n t i a l s .  B u t  i f  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  B o a r d  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  

p u b l i c ,  t h e  B o a r d  m u s t  e x a m i n e  a p p l i c a n t s . "
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I n  c l o s i n g ,  I  w o u l d  n o t e  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e  

a u d i t  s t a f f  p e r s o n n e l  w h o  p r e p a r e d  t h e  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  1 9 8 6

S p e c i a l  R e p o r t  a t t e n d e d  e i t h e r  a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o r  a  

c r e d e n t i a l s  i n t e r v i e w .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  h a v i n g  g i v e n  m e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  

t h e  P r e l i m i n a r y  R e p o r t .  M y  a p o l o g i e s  f o r  a n y  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  

m y  d e l a y  i n  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  R e p o r t  m a y  h a v e  c a u s e d .  I n  

t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  r e s p o n d i n g  a c c u r a t e l y  t o  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

N u m b e r  2 ,  I  c o n c l u d e d  i t  w o u l d  b e  b e s t  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  I  

r e t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  D e c e m b e r  W R E B  E x a m i n a t i o n  R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e  

m e e t i n g  b e f o r e  c o m p o s i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

R O B E R T  E .  W A R R E N ;  O 5  .
C h a i r m a n

A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s

r e w : d k d
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I
A U D I T  D I V I S I O N  
P O U C H  W
J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  9 9 8 1 1 - 3 3 0 0

/

Ja n u a ry  6 , 1987

Members o f  the  L e g i s l a t i v e  Budget 
and A u d it  C o m m ittee :

We have  re v ie w e d  th e  A la s k a  Bo ard  o f  D e n ta l E x a m in e r 's  
re sp o n se  to  o u r p r e l im in a r y  r e p o r t .  Our comments f o l lo w :

Recom m endation No. 1

T h e re  i s  n o th in g  in  th e  B o a rd 's  re sp o n se  to  make us change 
o u r p o s i t io n  re g a rd in g  d e n ta l  l i c e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t ia l s .  
A la s k a  S t a t u t e  0 8 .3 6 .2 3 4  i s  in te n d e d  to  p ro v id e  a means f o r  
d e n ta l l i c e n s u r e  w ith o u t  e x a m in a t io n  th ro u g h  th e  e v a lu a t io n  
o f  a p r a c t i c in g  d e n t i s t ' s  t h e o r e t i c a l  know ledge and c l i n i c a l  
s k i l l  b ased  on t h e i r  p e rfo rm an ce  r e c o r d . To t h i s  en d , th e  
p r o v is io n s  and re q u ire m e n ts  ap p ear re a s o n a b le . V e r i f i c a t io n  
o f  a c a n d id a t e 's  co m p lia n ce  w ith  th e s e  p r o v is io n s  can  be 
a s s u re d  w it h  m in im a l in v e s t ig a t io n  i f  q u e s t io n s  a r i s e  co n ­
c e rn in g  th e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o r  v a l i d i t y  o f  in fo rm a t io n  p ro v id e d  
on th e  c a n d id a te 's  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .

In v e s t ig a t io n s

The S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  i s  c u r r e n t ly  a c t i v e  w ith  th e  N a t io n a l 
D i s c i p l i n a r y  In fo rm a t io n  System  (N D IS ) . NDIS i s  a p r o je c t  
o f  th e  N a t io n a l C le a r in g h o u s e  on L ic e n s u r e ,  E n fo rc e m e n t, and 
R e g u la t io n  (CLEAR) w h ic h  r e p o r t s  b i-m o n th ly  on d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t io n s  ta k e n  a g a in s t  l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s s io n a ls  in  a number o f  
p r o f e s s io n a l  d i s c i p l i n e s .  I t s  p u rp o se  i s  to  a l e r t  s t a t e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  and b o ard  members to  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t io n s  ta k e n  
in  o th e r  s t a t e s  so more co m p le te  in fo rm a t io n  can  be o b ta in e d  
abo u t l ic e n s e d  p r o f e s s io n a ls  in  t h e i r  s t a t e .  R e v ie w  o f 
r e p o r t s  p ro v id e d  th ro u g h  NDIS in  c o n ju n c t io n  w it h  th e  re v ie w  
o f  a c r e d e n t ia l  c a n d id a t e 's  a p p l ic a t io n  p ro v id e s  an a d d i­
t io n a l  means f o r  v e r i f y in g  t h a t  a l l  f i n a l  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t io n s  h ave  been d is c lo s e d .

D iv i s io n  o f  O c c u p a t io n a l L ic e n s in g  s t a f f  h ave  s ta te d  t h a t  
th e y  do n o t fo re s e e  in su rm o u n ta b le  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  p e r ­
fo rm in g  a d d i t io n a l  in v e s t ig a t io n s  and background  ch e cks  o f  
in d iv id u a l  a p p l ic a n t s  i f  re q u e s te d  by th e  B o a rd . I n v e s t i ­
g a t io n s  o f t h i s  n a tu re  commonly w ould  id e n t i f y  and d is c lo s e  
s i t u a t io n s  w here d e n t is t s  a re  th e  s u b je c t  o f  an u n re s o lv e d
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c o m p la in t , r e v ie w  p ro c e d u re , o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p ro ce e d in g  
u n d e rta k e n  by a d e n ta l l i c e n s in g  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  The e x i s ­
te n ce  o f  u n re s o lv e d  is s u e s  o f  t h i s  n a tu re  may s e rv e  as 
grounds f o r  d e n ia l  by th e  Bo ard  o f  l i c e n s u r e 'w i t h o u t  
e x a m in a t io n  p u rs u a n t  to  AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ( 4 ) .

I t  i s  our b e l i e f  t h a t  A la s k a  la w  c u r r e n t ly  p ro v id e s  the  
B eard  adeq uate  o p p o r tu n it y  and means to  in v e s t ig a t e  and 
v e r i f y  a c r e d e n t ia l  a p p l i c a n t ' s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  as w e l l  as 
i d e n t i f y  s i t u a t io n s  w here in c o m p le te  o r  q u e s t io n a b le  i n f o r ­
m atio n  i s  a t t e s t e d  to  by a p p l ic a n t s  on t h e i r  a p p l ic a t io n  
f o r  d e n ta l l i c e n s u r e .

T e c h n ic a l  A b i l i t y  and P r o f e s s io n a l  Competence

We co n cu r w it h  th e  B o a rd 's  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  o n ly  way to  
e v a lu a te  an in d iv id u a l  d e n t i s t ' s  a b i l i t i e s  as a " c ra f t s m a n "  
( t e c h n ic a l  s k i l l )  i s  to  r e v ie w  exam p les o f  h i s / h e r  w o rk ; 
h o w e ve r, we d is a g re e  t h a t  l i c e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t ia ls  i s  
c r i t i c a l l y  f la w e d  in  t h a t  i t  does n o t p ro v id e  c o n s id e r a t io n  
o f  t h i s  i s s u e .

In  o rd e r  to  o b ta in  a d e n ta l l i c e n s e  in  A la s k a  based  on 
c r e d e n t i a l s ,  a c a n d id a te  m ust p o sse ss  a l i c e n s e  from  a n o th e r 
s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  re g io n  w it h  l i c e n s in g  re q u ire m e n ts  a t  
l e a s t  e q u iv a le n t  in  s c o p e , q u a l i t y ,  and d i f f i c u l t y  to  th o se  
o f  t h i s  s t a t e  a t  th e  t im e  o f  l i c e n s u r e  (AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ( 2 ) ) .
I n  a l l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  i n i t i a l  l i c e n s u r e  i s  b a se d , a t  l e a s t  
in  p a r t ,  on the  s u c c e s s f u l  co m p le t io n  o f  a c l i n i c a l  e xa m i­
n a t io n  w h e re in  a d e n t i s t ' s  " c r a f tm a n s h ip "  i s  a s s e s s e d . T h is  
re q u ire m e n t , co u p led  w it h  th e  re q u ire m e n t t h a t  an a p p l ic a n t  
has been engaged in  c o n t in u o u s  a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  a v e ra g in g  a t  
l e a s t  20 h o u rs  p e r  week f o r  each  o f  th e  f i v e  y e a rs  im m edi­
a t e ly  p re c e d in g  the  a p p l ic a t io n  (AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ( 3 ) ) ,  s e rv e  to  
e v id e n c e  ad eq u ate  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l  and c o n t in u e d  a p p l ic a t io n  
o f  th o se  s k i l l s .

The re q u ire m e n t o f  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i c e  p r io r  to  e l i g i ­
b i l i t y  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t ia ls  i s  n o t in te n d e d  t o ,  n o r 
does i t ,  in  and o f  i t s e l f  e s t a b l i s h  t e c h n ic a l  p r o f e s s io n a l  
com petence as i s  su g g e ste d  by th e  B o a rd . I t  i s  a com bina­
t io n  o f  t h i s  re q u ire m e n t , th e  re q u ire m e n t  t h a t  an a p p l ic a n t  
be l ic e n s e d  in  a n o th e r j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  as w e l l  as f u l f i l l m e n t  
o f  the  o th e r  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ,  t h a t  s e rv e  as a 
b a s is  f o r  deeming a c r e d e n t ia l  c a n d id a te  t e c h n i c a l l y  and 
p r o f e s s io n a l ly  com petent to  p r a c t i c e  d e n t i s t r y  in  A la s k a .

P a t ie n t  C o m p la in ts

C o m p la in ts  lodged  w it h  th e  D iv i s io n  o f  O c c u p a t io n a l L i c e n s ­
in g  do n o t su p p o rt  th e  B o a rd 's  c o n te n t io n  t h a t  th e re  have 
been num erous c o m p la in ts  a g a in s t  c r e d e n t ia le d  d e n t is t s  an d ,
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as a r e s u l t ,  a s e r io u s  r i s k  in c u r r e d  from  l i c e n s in g  d e n t is t s  
in  t h i s  m anner. Our re v ie w  o f  th e  D i v i s i o n ' s  c o m p la in t  lo g s  
id e n t i f i e d  a t o t a l  o f  47 c o m p la in ts  f i l e d  s in c e  Ju n e  1 , 1980 
in v o lv in g  35 in d iv id u a l  d e n t i s t s ,  o n ly  one o f  whom was 
l ic e n s e d  by c r e d e n t i a l s .

G e ra ld  L .  W ilk e r s o n , CPA 
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d ito r  
D iv i s io n  o f L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d it
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A ll  m e m b e r s ,  T h e  A la s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  A p r i l  I ,  1 9 8 7
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a

T o  a l l  m e m b e r s ,  T h e  A la s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e :

1 am  w r i t i n g  a l l  o f  y o u  a s  in an e f f o r t  to  e m p h a s i z e  th e  
im p o r t a n c e  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  s p e e d y  p a s s a g e  o f  th e  H ou se  B i l l  
e n t i t l e d  " An A c t  r e l a t in g  t o  t h e  r e g u la t i o n  o f  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
d e n t i s t r y ."

I am  p r e s e n t ly  a  f o u r t h  y e a r  d en ta l  s t u d e n t  a t  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  W a sh in g to n .  I am  w r i t i n g  a s  a  s p o k e s p e r s o n  f o r  th e  
a p p l i c a n t s  t h a t  a r e  p lann in g  on b e c om in g  p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t s  in 
1 9 8 7  in t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la sk a .

T h e  d en ta l  l i c e n s in g  e x a m in a t i o n  i s  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  a l l  
a p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p a s s  b e f o r e  th e y  m ay  beg in  d en ta l  
p r a c t i c e  in e a c h  r e s p e c t i v e  s t a t e .  I t  i s  v e ry  c o s t l y  to  th e  S t a t e  
t o  p u t  on  s u c h  an Exam  f o r  t h e  s m a l l  n um b e r  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  
A l a s k a . T h i s  f a c t ,  c o u p le d  w i t h  r e c e n t  b u d g e t  c u t s , h a s  led  to  a 
r e c e n t  v o t e  by th e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D en ta l  E x am in e r s  t o  
j o i n  a  t e s t i n g  s e r v i c e  c a l l e d  t h e  W e s t e r n  R eg ion a l  Exam in ing  
B o a r d  (W REB ) . T h i s  i s  t h e  s a m e  s e r v i c e  t h a t  i s  u s e d  f o r  D en ta l  
L ic e n s in g  E x am s  f o r  t h e  S t a t e s  o f  M on tan a , Id aho , U tah ,  and  
A r iz on a .  T h e  E x am s  a r e  g iv en  a t  l e a s t  4  t im e s  p e r  y e a r  and th ey  
a r e  u s u a l l y  h e ld  in C a l i f o r n i a ,  A r iz o n a  o r  O regon .

T h e  c u r r e n t  L aw  in A la s k a ,  S e c .  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 3 0  o f  th e  
D e n t i s t r y  A c t  s t a t e s :  "an e x a m in a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  g iv en  a t  l e a s t  
on c e  a y e a r  and a t  t im e s  and a t  p l a c e s  d e t e rm in e d  by th e  b o a rd  
t o  b e  c o n v e n ie n t  and e c o n o m i c a l  f o r  th e  a p p l i c a n t s  and th e  
s t a t e ."  A t  p r e s e n t ,  th e  A l a s k a  D en ta l  B o a r d  c an n o t  t e l l  
a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  c e r t a i n  i f  o r  w h en  th e  n e x t  Exam  w i l l  be. T h ey  
s u g g e s t  t h e r e  m ay  be  on e  " s o m e t im e  in A ugu s t"  b u t  a r e  n o t  su re . 
T h e y  a r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  L e g i s l a t i o n .  
W e, a s  a p p l i c a n t s ,  a r e  l e f t  in t h e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
t o t a l  u n c e r t a in ty .
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The  law  s t a t e s  th e  e x am  m u s t  be  " . . .c onven ien t and  
e c o n o m i c a l  f o r  th e  a p p l i c a n t s  and th e  s t a t e ."  A t  p r e s e n t  i t  is  
n e i t h e r  c o n v e n ie n t  n o r  e c o n o m i c a l  f o r  anyone . S i n c e  A la s k a  d o e s  
n o t  h a v e  i t s  ow n  D en ta l  S c h o o l ,  a l l  a p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  be t r a in e d  
o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  a p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  f l y  o r  d r iv e  t o  A la s k a  f r om  
a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  t a k e  th e  Exam . T h i s  i s  c o s t l y  and  
in c on v en ien t  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t s .  T h e  S t a t e  h a s  a l r e a d y  
d e t e rm in e d  t h a t  i t  i s  in t h e  s t a t e s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  to  j o i n  th e  
WREB. T h i s  is  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .

T h e  m a i n  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  r e m a i n s  i s  w h e n  w i l l  t h e  
e x c e p t a n c e  o f  s c o r e s  f r o m  t h e  W R E B  t a k e  p l a c e  t o  a l l o w  
l i c e n s u r e  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  in  A l a s k a .  A  
d e c i s o n  t o  e x c e p t  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h i s  E x a m  e f f e c t i v e  
i m m e d i a t e l y  w i l l  s o l v e  b o t h  p r o b l e m s  a t  o n c e .  T h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  w o u l d  n o t  n e e d  t o  s t a g e  a n o t h e r  c o s t l y  
l i c e n s i n g  E x a m  a n d  t h e  d e n t a l  a p p l i c a n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  t e s t i n g  s i t e s  a n d  d a t e s  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m  t h a t  
a r e  e i t h e r  a t  o r  n e a r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  d e n t a l  s c h o o l s .

T h e  W e s t e r n  R eg ion a l  Exam  i s  o f f e r e d  n ex t  in P o r t la n d ,  
O reg on  on May 2 3 - 2 5 t h ,  1 9 8 7 .  S p a c e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  
t h i s  Exam  a r e  f i l l i n g  up. I f  t h i s  L e g i s l a t i o n  i s  p a s s e d  and i s  
e f f e c t i v e  im m e d ia t e l y ,  a p p l i c a n t s  c an  t a k e  th e  W REB Exam  in 
May and b eg in  p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t r y  in A l a s k a  in June . If t h i s  i s  
no t p a s s e d  in t im e ,  i t  i s  c o n c e iv a b l e  an a p p l i c a n t  c o u ld  t a k e  th e  
WREB Exam  in May , p a s s  t h e  e x am  , b u t  n o t  be l i c e n s e d  f o r  
p r a c t i c e  in A la s k a .  T h e s e  a p p l i c a n t s  w o u ld  th en  h a v e  t o  r e t a k e  
t h e  s a m e  e x a c t  Exam  a t  s o m e  u n s p e c i f i e d  l a t e r  d a te .  In a d d i t i o n ,  
i f  an a p p l i c a n t  i s  t o  w a i t  f o r  an Exam  t h a t  m ay  be g iv en  in 
A la s k a  in m id -A u g u s t ,  t h e y  w o u ld  s i t  i d l e  f r o m  g r a d u a t i o n  in 
J u n e  u n t i l  l a t e  A u g u s t  (w h en  th e  t e s t  r e s u l t s  a r e  p u b l i s h e d ) .  
T h i s  w o u ld  be a v e ry  in c on v en ien t  u s e  o f  o v e r  tw o  m on th s  o f  
t im e  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .

I h o p e  t h i s  h e lp s  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  B i l l  a s  
i t  r e l a t e s  t o  th e  S t a t e  and t h e  im p a c t  i t  h a s  upon  n ew  d e n t i s t s  
in th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a .  I u r g e  y o u  a l l  t o  p l e a s e  h e l p  a l l  
p a r t i e s  i n v o l v e d  b y  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  a  s p e e d y  p a s s a g e  o f  
t h i s  B i l l .  1 b e l i e v e  i t  i s  in e v e ry o n e ’s  b e s t  in t e r e s t .
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Thak  y ou  v e ry  m u ch  f o r  y o u r  p r om p t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  
m a t t e r .  I lo o k  f o rw a r d  t o  r e tu rn in g  t o  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  S t a t e .

S in c e r e l y ,  ^  ,
I* J  K -0) Ji h  ̂  ■ j  0  \' I

K i rk  J o h n s o n  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  W a sh in g to n  
D en ta l  S c h o o l

1 0 5 3 6  3 9 t h  A ve  N.E. 
S e a t t l e ,  W A  9 8 1 2 5  
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B Y  M E N A R D ,  G R U E N B E R G

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  A N D  B O U C H E R

2 S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 2 2 8

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  the p r a c t i c e  o f

7 d e n t i s t r y ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 *  S e c t i o n  1. A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

10 Sec. 0 8 . 3 6 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  O F  B O A R D .  T h e r e  is

11 c r e a t e d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  n i n e  [ S E V E N ]

12 m e m b e r s .  S i x  [FOUR] m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n

• 13 e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s

14 i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  o n e  m e m b e r  s h a l l  b e  a d e n t a l  h y -

15 g i e n i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 3 2  w h o  h a s  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e

16 o f  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g

17 a p p o i n t m e n t ,  a n d  t w o  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s .

18 *  Sec. 2. A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 0 7 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  t o  re a d :

19 (a) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  [:]

20 (1) p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  [ E X A M I N E ]  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d

21 i s s u e  l i c e n s e s  to t h o s e  a p p l i c a n t s  it f i n d s  q u a l i f i e d ;

22 (2) r e g i s t e r  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t s  a n d  l i c e n s e d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n -

23 i s t s  w h o  a r e  i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g ;

24 (3) r e p o r t  a n n u a l l y  to t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o n

25 t h e  b o a r d ’s p r o c e e d i n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  f i n d i n g s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e

26 s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  d e n t a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i n c l u d i n g

27 t h e  n u m b e r  o f  l i c e n s e e s ,  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  o t h e r

28 m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  b o a r d  r e c e i p t s  a n d  e x p e n d i -

^  29 t u r e s ;
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1 (4) a f f i l i a t e  w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  D e n t a l

2 E x a m i n e r s ,  a n d  p a y  a n n u a l  d u e s  t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ;

3 (5) h o l d  h e a r i n g s ,  a n d  o r d e r  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n  o f  a

4 p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  A S  0 8 . 3 2 ,  o r  a r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e

5 b o a r d ;

6 (6) s u p p l y  f o r m s  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  l i c e n s e s ,  p e r m i t s ,

7 c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p a p e r s  a n d  r e c o r d s ;

8 (7) e n f o r c e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  A S  0 8 . 3 2  a n d

9 a d o p t  o r  a m e n d  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to m a k e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of

10 t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  A S  0 8 . 3 2  e f f e c t i v e ;

11 (8) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  r e n e w a l  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n

12 is c o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  p r o o f  o f  c o n t i n u e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e  b y  a

13 l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t  o r  l i c e n s e d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t ;

14 (9) p r o v i d e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p r o o f

15 o f  c o n t i n u e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e  a n d  r e q u e s t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  to

16 m a k e  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a v a i l a b l e  to e a c h  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t  a n d  li-

17 c e n s e d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  at l e a s t  o n e  y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  o n  w h i c h  t h e

18 d e n t i s t  o r  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  m u s t  r e n e w  r e g i s t r a t i o n ;

19 (10) a t  l e a s t  a n n u a l l y  c a u s e  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a n e w s p a p e r

20 o f  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  e a c h  m a j o r  c i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  a s u m m a r y  o f

2 1  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n s  t h e  b o a r d  h a s  t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c a l e n d a r

22 y e a r ;

23 (11) i s s u e  p e r m i t s  o r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  to l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t s ,

24  l i c e n s e d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t s ,  a n d  d e n t a l  a s s i s t a n t s  w h o  m e e t  s t a n d a r d s

25 d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  f o r  s p e c i f i c  p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  s p e c i f i c

26 e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g ;

27 (12) r e g u l a t e  t h e  r e e n t r y  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  o f  i n a c t i v e  d e n t i s t s

28 a n d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t s .

29 * Sec. 3. A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 1 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to re a d :
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1 Sec. 0 8 . 3 6 . 1 1 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  L I C E N S E .  A n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a

2 l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  d e n t i s t r y  s h a l l

3 (1) b e  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  a d e n t a l  s c h o o l  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f

4 g r a d u a t i o n  is a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  t h e

5 A m e r i c a n  D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ;

6 (2) h o l d  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m  t h e  A m e r i c a n  D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n

7 J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  N a t i o n a l  D e n t a l  E x a m i n a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  h a s

8 s u c c e s s f u l l y  p a s s e d  t h e  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ;

9 (3) s u b m i t  p r o o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  to t h e  b o a r d  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i -

10 c a n t

11 (A) h a s  n o t  h a d  a  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  d e n t i s t r y  re-

12 v o k e d  o r  s u s p e n d e d  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  o r  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ;  a n d

13 (B) is n o t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a n  u n r e s o l v e d  c o m p l a i n t ,

14 r e v i e w  p r o c e d u r e ,  o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ;

15 (4) p a s s ,  t o  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d ,  w r i t t e n ,  c l i n -

16 ica l ,  a n d  o t h e r  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  o r  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d ;

17 a n d

18 (5) m e e t  t h e  o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  a  l i c e n s e  e s t a b l i s h e d

19 b y  t h e  b o a r d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n .

20 *  Sec. 4. A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 3 0  is a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

2 1  Sec. 0 8 . 3 6 . 1 3 0 .  E X A M I N A T I O N .  A n  e x a m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  at

2 2  l e a s t  o n c e  a  y e a r  a n d  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  a n d  at p l a c e s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e

23 b o a r d  t o  b e  c o n v e n i e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  t h e

2 4  s t a t e .  A t  l e a s t  o n c e  e a c h  y e a r  t h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n

25 '•ommittee o f  at l e a s t  t h r e e  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n

26 t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y

27 p r e c e d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  c o n d u c t  o r  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n

28 p r o c e s s  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  l i c e n s e s  to p r a c t i c e  d e n t i s t r y .  T h e  b o a r d

29 s h a l l  a l s o  a p p o i n t  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  o f  at l e a s t  t w o  l i c e n s e d
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1 d e n t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  i n  t h e

2 s t a t e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  o n e  p e r s o n

3 l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  ex-

4 a m i n a t i o n  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  l i c e n s e s  to p r a c t i c e  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e .  T h e

5 e x a m i n a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s  s h a l l  r e p o r t  t h e  r e s u l t s  to t h e  b o a r d  f o r

6 o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n .

7 *  Sec .  5. A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

8 (a) T h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o n d u c t e d  o r  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  b e

9 d e s i g n e d  to t e s t  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  p r a c t i c e

10 d e n t i s t r y  a n d  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a  w r i t t e n  a n d  a  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .

11 *  Sec. 6. A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 8 0  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

12 Sec. 0 8 . 3 6 . 1 8 0 .  R E E X A M I N A T I O N  [ R E - E X A M I N A T I O N ] .  A n  a p p l i c a n t

13 s h a l l  p a s s  e a c h  s u b j e c t  o f  e a c h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o n d u c t e d

14 o r  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  w i t h  a s c o r e  e q u a l  t o  o r  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  m i n i -

15 m a l  a c c e p t a b l e  s c o r e  set b y  t h e  b o a r d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  [OF A T  L E A S T  75

16 P E R C E N T ] ,  I f  a n  a p p l i c a n t  f a i l s  i n  o n e  s u b j e c t  i n  e a c h  s e c t i o n ,  the

17 a p p l i c a n t  m a y  b e  r e e x a m i n e d  [ R E - E X A M I N E D ]  i n  t h a t  s u b j e c t .  I f  a n

18 a p p l i c a n t  f a i l s  i n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  s u b j e c t  i n  a n y  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t

19 s h a l l  b e  r e e x a m i n e d  [ R E - E X A M I N E D ]  i n  t h e  w h o l e  s e c t i o n .  I f  a n  a p p l i -

2 0  c a n t  f a i l s  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o r  a n y  s e c t i o n  o f  it o n  t w o  s e p a r a t e  o c c a -

2 1  s i o n s ,  t h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  r e f u s e  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  f u r t h e r  u n t i l

2 2  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  p r o d u c e s  e v i d e n c e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  b o a r d  t h a t  t h e

2 3  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  p u r s u e d  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a -

2 4  tio n .

2 5  *  Sec. 7. I N I T I A L  A P P O I N T M E N T .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  o n e  q u a l i -

26 f i e d  p e r s o n  t o  a n  i n i t i a l  t e r m  o f  f o u r  y e a r s  a n d  a n o t h e r  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n

27 t o  a n  i n i t i a l  t e r m  o f  t w o  y e a r s  t o  f i l l  t h e  n e w  p o s i t i o n s  c r e a t e d  o n  t h e

28 B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  b y  sec. 1 o f  t h i s  A c t .

29 *  Sec. 8. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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