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MR, CHAIRMAN, MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE, TODAY YOU HAVE BEFORE YOU 

HOUSE BILL 58 WHICH-I AM PLEASED TO BE THE PRIME SPONSOR OF, THIS

PIECE OF LEGISLATION AROSE FROM RESOLUTION 85-11 PASSED BY THE ALASKA 

FIRE CHIEF"S ASSOCIATION DURING THEIR LAST STATEWIDE CONVENTION, THE 

RESOLUTION REQUESTS THAT THE LEGISLATURE EXTEND THE CURRENT STATUTORY 

AUTHORITY OF MUNICIPAL FIRE OFFICERS TO CONTROL OPERATIONS AT A FIRE 

SCENEjTO OFFICERS OF ALL FIRE DEPARTMENTS,

IN ADDITION, REALIZING THAT FIRE DEPARTMENTS RESPOND TO A WIDE VARIETY 

OF EMERGENCIES THAT ARE NOT FIRE RELATED, THE RESOLUTION ALSO REQUESTS 

THAT CONTROLLING AUTHORITY BE GRANTED TO A BROADER RANGE OF EMERGENCY 

SITUATIONS TO ACCOUNT FOR THIS INCREASED RESPONSIBILITY,

FOLLOWING THE INITIAL INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE BILL 58, MY STAFF HAS 

WORKED WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION,

LEGISLATIVE LEGAL SERVICES AND THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE STAFF ON 

THE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE WHICH IS BEFORE YOU TODAY. THIS COMMITTEE 

SUBSTITUTE ADDRESSES THE INCONSISTENCY THAT EXISTED IN THE ORIGINAL 

VERSION OF THE BILL AND ALSO TAKES ADVANTAGE OF SUGGESTIONS FOR 

IMPROVEMENT THAT WERE MADE BY A NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS, WITH THAT, I 

WOULD BE HAPPY TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS THAT MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 

MAY HAVE.
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This m e a s u r e  e x t e n d s  the a u t h o r i t y  of m u n i c i p a l  fire d e p a r t m e n t  
o f f i c e r s  to fire d e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c e r s  of d e p a r t m e n t s  not in 
o r g a n i z e d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  Further* it i n t e n d s  to b r o a d e n  the 
a u t h o r i t y  to i n c l u d e  " o t h e r  fire d e p a r t m e n t  e m e r g e n c i e s , "  i.e., 
not l i m i t e d  tc just fires.

The D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  r e c o m m e n d s  that 
s e c t i o n  be a d d e d  to this bill to read:

in a d d i t i o n a l

S e c t i o n  2.

Sec. 1 
of Pu b l i c  
d e p a r t m e n t  
r e s p e c t i  ve 
D e p a r t m e n t  
the protec 
s t a t e  peac 
in the 
r e g u l a t i  ons 
1 8. 7G. 010 
provi si ons

AS 1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

8.70.090. E N F O R C E M E N T  OF R E G U L ATIONS. The D e p a r t m e n t  
S a f e t y  and the c h i e f  of e a c h  Esai.&kac&ti [CITY] fire 
and t h eir a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in t h eir 

a reas m a y  e n f o r c e  the r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  by the 
of Pu b l i c  S a f e t y  for the p r e v e n t i o n  of fire or for 

t i o n  of life and p r o p e r t y  a g a i n s t  fire or panic. All 
e o f f i c e r s  m a y  a s s i s t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  
e n f o r c e m e n t  of AS 1 8.70.01 0 - 1 8.70.1 00 and the

a d o p t e d  u n der it. The a u t h o r i t y  c o n f e r r e d  in AS 
1 8.70.1 00 e x t e n d s  to the e n f o r c e m e n t  of the 

of AS 1 1. 46. 400 - 1 1.46. 430.

A b s e n t  this amendment, V i l l a g e  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  O f f i c e r s  and fire 
c h i e f s  in u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  have no a u t h o r i t y  to
e n f o r c e  c o r r e c t i o n s  of fire code violations.

The D e p a r t m e n t  of Public 
with the a bove amendment.

S a f e t y  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  of CS HB 68

W i l l i a m  R. Nix 
A c t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r
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Register 77, April 1981 PUBLIC SAFETY 13 AAC 52.010
13 AAC 52.030

CHAPTER 52.
FIRE SERVICE OPERATIONS

Section
10. Investigation o f fires
20. Fire records
30. Standards of organization and 

services o f a fire departm ent
40. Workmen’s Compensation for 

volunteer firefighters

13 AAC 52.010. INVESTIGATION OF 
FIRES, fa) The state fire marshal, or his duly 
authorized representative, shall investigate, or 
cause to be investigated, the cause, origin and 
circumstances o f each fire occurring in the state 
which is o f  suspicious nature or which involves 
loss o f  life, or injury to  a person, or by which 
property is destroyed or substantially damaged. 
The investigation shall begin immediately upon 
the occurrence o f the fire, and if  it appears that 
the fire is o f suspicious origin, the fire marshal 
shall be immediately notified o f the facts; he or 
his duly authorized representative shall 
immediately take charge o f the physical 
evidence and if there is reason to believe that a 
fire resulted from crime or that a crime has been 
comm itted in connection with a fire, the state 
fire marshal or his duly authorized representa­
tive shall report the fact in writing to the dis­
trict attorney o f the judicial district in which 
rhe fire occurred.

(b) At any time during the course o f a fire 
investigation the state fire marshal may post at 
the entrance to the building or premises, a 
notice to read, “ KEEP OUT. BY ORDER OF 
THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL.” After the sign 
is posted, it is unlawful for persons other than 
.:hose authorized by the state fire marshal or his 
assistants to enter the premises so posted. (In 
effect before 7/28/59; am 6/25/69, Reg. 30; am 
2/21/71, Reg. 37)

Authority: AS 18.70.080 
AS 18.70.030

13 AAC 52.020. FIRE RECORDS, (a) Every 
fire or other incident shall be reported in writing 
to the state fire marshal within 10 days after its 
occurrence, by the fire official in whose 
jurisdiction the fire occurred, or. lacking such 
official, the investigating officer. The report 
shall be in such form as prescribed by the fire 
marshal and shall contain the statement o f facts

relating to the cause, origin and circumstances o f 
the fire, injury to persons, and ex ten t o f the 
damage, and the insurance upon the property 
and such other information as may be required.

(b) The state fire marshal will keep in the 
office o f  the Division o f  Fire Prevention a r.co rd  
o f all fires and o f all the facts concerning them , 
including statistics as to the extent o f fires and 
the damage caused, and whether the losses were 
covered by insurance and if so, in what am ount. 
The record will be compiled from the reports 
made by fire departm ent officers and inspectors. 
All the records are public, except where a 
criminal m atter is pending.

(c) Each fire insurance company authorized to  
transact business in  this state , its authorized 
agent or adjustor, shall report to  the state fire 
marshal all fire losses on property insured, giving 
the name and address o f  the insured, the date o f 
the fire, the amount o f probable loss, the 
character o f the property destroyed or damaged, 
and the probable cause o f the fire. The loss shall 
be reported to the str fire marshal within 
three days after the final adjustment is made. (In 
effect before 7/28/59; am 7/25/60, Reg. 30; am 
2/21/71, Reg. 37)

A uthority: AS 18.70.030 
AS 18.70.080

13 AAC 52.030. STANDARDS OF ORGANI­
ZATION AND SERVICES OF A FIRE DE­
PARTMENT. (a) The state fire marshal will 
recognize a fire departm ent which is authorized 
to perform its duties by municipal ordinance. 
The state fire marshal may recognize a volunteer 
fire department outside a municipality.

(b) A fire departm ent must have operating 
regulations which

(1) define the boundaries o f the area served;

(2) provide for the appointm ent o f  chiefs o f 
the departm ent;

(3) provide for programs o f inspection, train­
ing and fire prevention;

(4) provide for the investigation and deter­
mination of the cause o f each fire occurring

13-93
f corrected)



Register 77, April 1981 PUBLIC SAFETY 13 AAC 52.030
13 AAC 55.030

within its boundaries and a report o f  each fire to 
the state fire marshal;

(5) provide for a liaison with a water 
authority on m atters o f importance to the fire 
departm ent;

(6) provide for regular meetings o f fire de­
partment personnel for business and training 
purposes. (Eff. 2/21/71, Reg. 37; am 1/14/81, 
Reg. 77)

A uthority: AS 18.70.010
AS 43.18.010(a)(2)

13 AAC 52.040. WORKMEN’S COMPEN­
SATION FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS, 
la) A fire departm ent o f any political subdivi­
sion or service area recognized by the state fire 
marshal under 13 AAC 52.030 may also be cer­
tified for AS 23.30.220(6) if a complete list o f 
members is submitted annually to  the state fire 
marshal, this list to include the name, age and 
rank or office o f  each member.

(b) Each addition o r deletion from the mem­
bership list shall be forwarded to the state fire 
marshal within 10 days o f the addition or dele­
tion (Eff. 2 /21/71, Reg. 37)

A uthority: AS 18.70.100
AS 23.30.265(25)

CHAPTER 55. 
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section
10. Intent
20. (Repealed)
30. Application
40. (Repealed)
50. (Repealed)
60. (Repealed)
70. (Repealed)
80. (Repealed)
90. (Repealed)

100. Permits
110. (Repealed)
120. (Repealed)
130. M odifications and waivers 
140. Liability fo r damages 
150. Definitions

13 AAC 55.010. INTENT. It is the intent o f 
13 AAC 50 — 13 AAC 55 to prescribe regula­
tions consistent with nationally recognized good 
practices for the safeguarding o f  life and prop­
erty from fire and explosion arising from the 
storage, handling and use o f hazardous sub­
stances, materials, and devices, and from condi­
tions hazardous to  life and property in the use 
or occupancy o f buildings or premises. (In effect 
before 7 /28/59; am 6/25/69, Reg. 30; am 
2/21/71, Reg. 37)

Authority: AS 18.70.080 
AS 18.72.010

13 AAC 55.020. PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE. 
Repealed 1/14/81.

13 AAC 55.030. APPLICATION, (a) Chs. 
13 AAC 5 0 - 1 3  AAC 55 apply equally to new 
and existing conditions except that existing 
conditions not in strict compliance with the 
terms o f those chapters are permitted to con­
tinue where the exceptions do not constitute a 
distinct hazard to life and property in the 
opinion o f the state fire marshal.

(b) Nothing contained in 13 AAC 50 -  
13 AAC 55 may be construed to apply to the 
transportation o f an article or thing shipped 
under the jurisdiction o f and in compliance with 
the regulations prescribed by the United States 
Department o f  Transportation, or as applying to 
the military forces o f  the United States.

13-94
(corrected)



A L A S K A  F I R II C H I E F ’ S A S S  0  C 1 A T I O
POST OFFICE BOX 504 • CORDOVA, ALASKA ooy-.j . i'F.L. i M - T s

RESOLUTION 8 6 - 1 1

TITLE: Alaska Statute 18.70.075

Whereas AS 18.70.075 identifies officers only from "municipal 
fire department" in addressing the authority of these individuals 
at fire scenes; and

Whereas most local fire chiefs are not part of organized 
municipalities in Alaska; and

Whereas AS 18.70.075 also makes reference to only "fire protection 
services" in identifying the duties of these 'municipal fire 
departments1; and

Whereas it is a well known fact that fire departments respond to 
and are called upon to handle a wide variety of emergencies 
that are not fire related or involve burning structures, 
vehicles, etc;

Therefore, be it resolved that

The Alaska Fire Chiefs Association and the Alaska State 
Firefighters Association strongly urge the State of Alaska to 
change the wording in AS 18.70.075 to reflect the following:

1) change "municipal fire department" to "registered fire 
depar tment"

2) change "fire protection services" to "fire department 
related emergencies which may include, but are not 
limited to, fire suppression, rescue services, ana 
hazardous materials incidents...."

Recommendation: PASS

Adoption: PASS NO PASS

Distribution: Legislative Distribution

Di t s e11, Pres., A .F.C .A .

Governor

.fa son !’ 1 s o n A
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While in Juneau

Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-4976

$ o u £ e  o f  E e p r e s c n t a t t o e s

MEMORANDUM

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U lm e r

FROM: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M ik e  M i l l e
4P

RE: CS f o r  HB 68  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

DATE: 2 / 6 / 8 7

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  h a v i n g  H o u s e  B i l l  68  u p  b e f o r e  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e  o n  M o n d ay ,  F e b r u a r y  2 n d .  A l t h o u g h  I  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  s t a v  
f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  m e e t i n g ,  my s t a f f  i n f o r m e d  me o n  t h e  a m e n d m e n ts  m ade  t o  
t h e  b i l l  a n d  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  move t h e  b i l l  f r o m  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  p e n d i n g  
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  CS a n d  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S p r i n g e r  h a s  l i s t e d  HB 68  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  
C om m u n ity  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  p e n d i n g  r e f e r r a l  f o r  M o n d a y ,  
F e b r u a r y  9 t h .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  t h i s  h e a r i n g  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i t  i s  
i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t  b e  s i g n e d  t o d a y  so  
t h e  b i l l  c a n  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  C&RA on M o n d ay .

R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  h e a r i n g  new  b i l l s  i n  c o m m i t t e e  o f t e n  t a k e s  up  t h e  
e n t i r e  m e e t i n g  t i m e ,  w o u ld  i t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  CS o f  HB 68 
a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t o d a y s  m e e t i n g  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  b e  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  C&RA h e a r i n g  o n  M onday?



TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF CSHB 68

his u<a

My name is Bill Hagevig. I am presently serving as legislative liaison 

for the Gastineau Chapter of the Alaska State Firefighters Association.

It is in that capacity that I an here today. I am a former fire officer, 

and am retired from state service wherein I served 15 years as 

Superivisor of Fire Service Training.

CSHB 68 was requested by the Alaska Fire Service to update the existing 

statute, AS 18.70.075 which was enacted in the early seventies. At that 

time, it was becoming apparent in many states that much of the authority 

exercised by fire officers was assumed, and not substantiated in law. In 

Alaska, most cities with long established fire departments had 

appropriate enabling ordinances which established the fire department and 

outlined the responsibilities and authority of its officers. In most 

small communities and rural villages, this was not the case. This, of 

course, left fire officers without protection from potential liabilites 

which could arise out of the performance of their duties. Officers of 

volunteer and part-paid fire departments were especially vulnerable.

To resolve the problem, the Fire Service, through its fraternal 

organizations, asked the State Legislature to assist with an appropriate 

statute to validate the specific kinds of decisions exercised in the 

course of fireground operations. The result was AS 18.70.075.

CSHB 68 was requested to update the existing statute. AS 18.70.075 

applies only to fire scene situations. For that period the provisions of
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the law were adequate. This is no longer the case. Fire department 

personnel are now called upon to respond to a wide range of emergency 

medical situations, as well as rescue operations involving air crash and 

marine incidents. Most recently, fire personnel have become concerned 

with incidents involving a wide variety of hazardous materials in their 

local communities.

When these incidents occur, and fire department personnel and equipment 

are committed, it should be under the command of legally authorized fire 

officers. This is not regarded as an incursion into the duties and 

responsibilities of other public safety disciplines such as local police 

or state troopers. Nor does it conflict with statutory authority of 

agencies such as the Department of Environmental Conservation or the 

Office of the State Forester. Each of the above agencies has their own 

statutory authority, and have a long record of working closely with the 

fire service when the need arises.

Finally, Section(a)(7) of the statute being considered for amendment 

provides for pre-fire planning surveys by fire service personnel on 

buildings or other structures with significant potential for life loss, 

explosion, toxic gas emmission, or any other characteristics which may 

make fire suppression or rescue operations more difficult or dangerous 

without a preconceived plan. Emphasis was placed on changing the 

original text from inspection to survey, so that the public understands 

that this is not an enforcement activity. Nor would a pre-fire planning 

survey be conducted without permission of the owner or occupant.



Thank you for considering these comments. If there are any questions, 

will do my best to respond to them.



A L A S K A  F I R E  C H I E F ’ S A S S O C I A T I O N  
POST OFFICE BOX 304 • CORDOVA, ALASKA 99574 . TEL. (907) 424-7475

T ITLE: A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 7 5

W h e r e a s  AS 1 8 . 7 0 . 0 7 5  i d e n t i f i e s  o f f i c e r s  only from " m u n i c i p a l  
fire d e p a r t m e n t "  in a d d r e s s i n g  the a u t h o r i t y  of these i n d i v i d u a l s  
at fire s c e nes; and

W h e r e a s  m o s t  l o c a l  fire ch i e f s  are not part of o r g a n i z e d  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  in A l a s k a ;  and

W h e r e a s  AS 1 8 . 7 0 . 0 7 5  also m a k e s  r e f e r e n c e  to only " f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  
s e r v i c e s "  in i d e n t i f y i n g  the d u t i e s  of these ' m u n i c i p a l  fire 
d e p a r t m e n t s ' ;  and

W h e r e a s  it is a w e l l  k n o w n  fact that fire d e p a r t m e n t s  r e s p o n d  to 
and are c a l l e d  upon to h a n d l e  a w i d e  v a r i e t y  of e m e r g e n c i e s  
that a r e  not fire r e l a t e d  or i n v o l v e  b u r n i n g  s t r u c t u r e s ,  
v e h i c l e s ,  etc;

T h e r e f o r e ,  be it r e s o l v e d  that

The A l a s k a  Fire C h i e f s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and the A l a s k a  ' S t a t e  
F i r e f i g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  s t r o n g l y  ur g e  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  to 
c h a n g e  the w o r d i n g  in AS 1 8 . 7 0 . 0 7 5  to r e f l e c t  the fol l o w i n g :

1) c h a n g e  " m u n i c i p a l  fire d e p a r t m e n t "  to " r e g i s t e r e d  fire 
d e p a r t m e n t ' 1

2) c h a n g e  " f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s e r v i c e s "  to " f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  
r e l a t e d  e m e r g e n c i e s  w h i c h  m a y  inc l u d e ,  but are not 
l i m i t e d  to, fire s u p p r e s s i o n ,  re s c u e  s e r v i c e s ,  and 
h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  i n c i d e n t s . . . . "

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n :  PASS

A d o p t i o n :  PASS ^  NO P A S S _____

D i s t r i b u t i o n :  L e g i s l a t i v e  D i s t r i b u t i o n

R E S O L U T I O N  8 6 - 1 1



J a n u a r y  28,  1937

S y l v e s t e r  N e a l ,  S t a t e  F i r e  M a rsh a l  
D e p a r tm en t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  
D i v i s i o n  o f  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  
5700 E. Tudor  Road 
A nchorage  AK 99507

RE:- Emergency R e g u l a t i o n s  R e q u e s te d  f o r  13 AAC 5 2 .0 3 0  

Dear  Mr. N e a l :

The f i r e  s e r v i c e  i n  A la s k a  i s  b e i n g  p l a c e d  i n  an e x t r e m e l y  
d a n g e r o u s  p o s i t i o n  o f  b e i n g  e x p e c te d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  a wide v a r i e t y  
o f  em ergency  s i t u a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  
su c h  l i f e  and p r o p e r t y  s a v i n g  a c t i o n s .

T h e r e f o r e ,  I  am r e q u e s t i n g  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  i s s u i n g  Emergency 
R e g u l a t i o n s  t o  13 AAC 5 2 .0 3 0  ( T i t l e :  S t a n d a r d s  o f  O r g a n i z a t i o n
and S e r v i c e s  o f  a F i r e  D e p a r tm e n t )  t h a t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  
s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  f i r e  s e r v i c e  t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  s t a t e .

I t  i s  t h r o u g h  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  su c h  Emergency R g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  
t h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  code a s  w e l l  as  AS 1 8 ,7 0 . 0 7 5  w i l l  become more 
m e a n i n g f u l  and  p r a c t i c a l  f o r  em ergency  r e s p o n d i n g  a g e n c i e s .

The e n c l o s e d  p r o p o s a l  f o r  Emergency R e g u l a t i o n s  i s  a copy o f  
t h a t  r e c e n t l y  s u b m i t t e d  by t h e  I n t e r i o r  F i r e  C h ie f s  A s s o c i a t i o n .

I  would a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  from you on th e  a n t i c i p a t e d  t im e  
p e r i o d  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s  n e c e s s a r y  to  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  
i s s u a n c e .

i c e r e l y ,

JL'ANITA HELMS 
Borough mayor

e n c l o s u r e

c c :  B a r r y  J e n n i n g s ,  F i r e  C h i e f  1 P r e s i d e n t ,
I n t e r i o r  F i r e  C h i e f s  A s s o c i a t i o n

' r’ **■•.• m *r'~* vir* • • > • - .
.0 .  Box 1267 F a irb an k s , AIjskb  997C7



1 N T E K 1 U R  H I R E  C H I E F S  A S S O C I A T I O N

P R O P O S A L  

13  A A C  5 2 . 0 3 0

t i t l e ; s t a n d a r d s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  s e r v i c e s  o f  a  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t .

A D D  N E W  S U B S E C T I O N  (c) : "D e f i n i t i o n s ' '

(c) D e f i n i t i o n s

(1) ' M u n i c i p a l  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t "  (ref! A S  1 8 , 7 0 . 0 7 5 1

D e f i n e d  to m e a n  3 n y  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  l o c a t e d  in t h e  S t a t e  

of A l a s k a  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  O f f i c e  of the S t a t e  F i r e  
M a r s h a l ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,

(2) " f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  services'* (ref: A b  Iv./u.urpj
0

D e f i n e d  as f o l l o w s :  (ref: 1985 U F C - A r t i c i e  10, D i v .  10,

S e c t i o n  10. 101)

T h e  c h i e f  and h i s  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  as m a y  b e  in 

c h a r g e  at the s c e n e  of a f i r e  or o t h e r  e m e r g e n c y  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  of l i f e  a n d / o r  p r o p e r t y  a n d  a n y  part t h e r e o f ,  s h a l l  
h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  to d i r e c t  s u c h  o p e r a t i o n  a s  n a y  
be n e c e s s a r y  to e x t i n g u i s h  or c o n t r t o l  a n y  fire, per f o r a  a n y  
r e s c u e  o p e r a t i o n ,  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of s u s p e c t e d  or 

r e p o r t e d  fires, g a s  l e a k s  o r  o t h e r  h a z a r d o u s  c o n d i t i o n s  or 

s i t u a t i o n s  or of t a k i n g  a n y  o t h e r  a c t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  in t h e  

r e a s o n a b l e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of t h e i r  d u ty,

S U B M I T T E D  BY: I N T E R I O R  F I R E  C H I E F S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

S U B M I T T E D  TO: S L Y V E S T E R  N E A L ,  S T A T E  F I R E  M A R S H A L

J U O H I T T C D  rOR' A O O n T  IOH AC A M  CMtTDRCMfV r W O N H P  TO THF A P P R C P R rAT£
A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  C O D E

S I G N E D :  _________________________________________ ________________

B a r r y  J e n n i n g s ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  I n t e r i o r  F i r e  C h : e fs A s s c c .



M  u

' P ^ > ^ ab £ - ^ >  O  

Tl£L<i tt-O/ c a < .  <1 n'V?-

O r i g l n a l  s p o n s o r s :  f i l l e r ,  C a t o ,
F r a n k  a n d  K o p o n e n

5 - 0 3 3 8 F

- I;

8;: 

9 ;i

10 i!
i-

11
!!

12;'
il

13 j|

14 il

is I:
ii

W  TlfF wOUSE BY THE STATS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOP FOUSF BILL FO. 68 ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

IK TFTE LEGISLATURE OF TFF- STATE OF A1.ASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SPSS TOY

A FILL

F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t

o f f i c e r ? . ’*

BF IT FVACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1 .  AS ' • 8 .7 0 .0 7 5  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 8 .7 0 . 0 7 5 .  AUTHORITY OF (MOIST Cl PAL 1 FIRF DEPARTMENT OFFT- 

CERS fiUO THEIR PERSOKWET.1. (* )  A>H o f f i c e r  o f  a a o n i c i p a l

I!16

ii
17 j; 
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f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  $ TAN

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE 1, w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  

T c y ( s e r v i c e s , h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o

(1 )  c o n t r o l  and d i r e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  f f ce re  -of  - a'v̂ i r e

(2 )  o r d e r  a p e r s o n  t o  l e a v e  s b u i l d i n g  o r  p l a c e  In  t h e

v i c i n i t y  o f |§ f f i r e . f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g

th e  p e r s o n  from i r t i u r y j

(3)  b l o c k a d e  r p u b l i c  h ig h w a y ,  s t r e e t ,  or p r i v a t e  r i g h t - o f -  

way t e m p o r a r i l y  w h i l e  a t  f i r e

(4)  t r e s p a s s  upon p r o p e r t v  a t  o r  n e a r  t h e  s c e n e  o f  a f i r e
ttggSSSj '■~bcv| fit any  t im e  o f  ♦■he day  o r  n i g h t j

(5)  e n t e r  a b u i l d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  3 p r i v a t e  d w e l l i n g ,  o r

(UPOF} p r e m i s e s  where  v f i r e  i s  i n  p r o g r e s s ,  o r  w here  t h e r e  i s  r e a s o n ­

a b l e  c a u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  a f i r e  i s  i n  p r o g r c r s  , ^tcv- e x t i n g u i s h !  TFOP THE 

PUPFOSF OF EETXNGUISFTNOI t h e  f i r e ?

(6)  e n t e r  a b u i l d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  3 p r i v a t e  d w e l l i n g ,  o r

p r e m i s e s  n e a r  th e  s c e n e  oifgpjfTHF.) * i r o  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g

- 1 - C S K B  68 ( S A )
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t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  p r e m i s e s  o r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  t h ” f i r e  

t h n t  i s  i n  p r o g r e s s  i n  a n o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  o p r e m i s e s ;

(7)  upon 7 4 - b o u r  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  owner o r  o c c u p a n t

g § g f  TINSPECT FOF. PFF.PTAhTIKOl a l l  b u i l d i n g s ,

s t r u c t u r e s ,  o r  o t h e r  p l a c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  n r a r . i c ip s . l i t v jp j |
Xt/tL 5®8$ .jS? *•’ -•: % 9 f ~*y

fc rtf ; k c ft| -^iir^„-i. :.P»% o^».< V& Jcun>^5T^r^»^Ut>-wC*<V*-i IV y <~rf i-, «vn-.'r?<-*f,f

IBDRKBHi

|? .  e x c e p t  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  a p r i v a t e  d w e l l i n g ,  

wh*»re c o m b u s t i b l e  m a t e r i a l  i s  o r  msv becorre d e n e e r o u s  a s  s f i r e  menace 

t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ;

(8)  d i r e c t  t h e  remove!  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a f e n c e ,  h o u s e ,

m o to r  v e h i c l e ,  o r  o t h e r  ♦’h i r .g : PM f THAT THE OFFICER 0? AUTHORI?FD

RFPRFSF.UTAT7 YE VAY JUDGE1 n e c e s s a r y  (TO PFMCYF OF DESTROY] t o  p r e v e n t  

t h e  f u r t h e r  s p r e a d  o f ^ l f T H E !  f i r e .

(b )  An owner o r  o c c u p a n t  o f  a b u i l d i n g  o r  n i e c e  s p e c i f i e d  i n  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  o r  anv o t h e r  p e r s o n  c r  t h e  s i t e  o f  a * i r e  o r  o t h e r

emergency who r e f u s e s  t o  obev t h e  o r d e r  o f  TAN]

o f f i c e r  o f  a m u n i c i p a l  'e  d e p a r t m e n t  (OF. AN AUTHORIZFT

PFPFFSFhTATTYF] in  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  ... i c i a l  d u t i e s  i s  p r n f l t r  o f  3 

m is d e m e a n o r ,  and upon c o n v i c t i o n ,  i s  p u n i s h a b l e  hv  i n p r i  sorm-ent f c r

cne  v e e r ,  o r  hv a f i n e  o f  n o t  more t h a n  C l , 000,  o r  by  b o t h .

( c )  7n t h i s  s e c t i o n  ( , ]

(1)  "em ergency” m e e ts  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  w h ich  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f

f i r ?  d o p g r t t r o n t  p e r s o n n e l  a r ?  n e r e s s a  r v  o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  p r o t e c t  

I l f ” , p r o p e r t y . c r  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ;

m e a n s

j g p g g g y  f "INSPECT FOP. PPFP7AKHTMO" ] j

(TO CONDUCT 7 TFTTH* TFSPEC-

T T0!7S FOR rUKPfT-FSl o f  p r e o a r i n g  a ' i r e  a t t a c k  p l a n  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  n 

f u t u r e  em erpencv  f ,  PUT POPS MOT 7FCT.UDE 7FSPECTT0NS FOR PUP.POSFf OF 

PETFBMTHTFG ^OypI.TAWE VTTjt STATUTORY OP VTr\T7C7PAL ? T p r  CODE FF.OUTFE- 

M E N T S 1 .

C S H B  6 C ( E A )  -*5-
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TN THE HOUSE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 68 ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

F o r  an A c t - e n t i t l e d : "An Act  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  f i r e  d e p a r tm e n t

o f f i c e r s . "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 8 .7 0 .0 7 5  i s  amended t o  r e a d :

S ec .  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 7 5 .  AUTHORITY OF fMUNICIPAL] FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFI­

CERS [AND THEIR PERSONNEL]. ( a )  A f i r e  TAN] o f f i c e r  o f  a m u n i c i p a l  

f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  a f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  AS 2 9 .6 0 .1 3 0  [AN 

AUTHOF.IZED REPRESENTATIVE] , w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r  o t h e r  

emergency  s e r v i c e s ,  h a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o

(1)  c o n t r o l  and  d i r e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  s c e n e  o f  a f i r e  or

e m e r g e n c y ;

(2)  o r d e r  a p e r s o n  t o  l e a v e  a b u i l d i n g  o r  p l a c e  i n  th e

v i c i n i t v  o f  a [THE] f i r e  o r  e m e rg e n c y , f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g  

t h e  p e r s o n  from i n j u r v ;

(3)  b l o c k a d e  a p u b l i c  h ig hw av ,  s t r e e t ,  o r  p r i v a t e  r i g h t - o f -  

way t e m p o r a r i l y  w h i l e  a t  t h e  sc e n e  o f  a f i r e  o r  e m e rg e n c y ;

(4)  t r e s p a s s  upon p r o p e r t y  a t  o r  n e a r  t h e  s c e n e  o f  a f i r e

o r  em ergency  a t  any t im e  o f  t h e  day o r  n i g h t ;

(5)  e n t e r  a b u i l d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  a p r i v a t e  d w e l l i n g ,  o r

[UPON] p r e m i s e s  w here  a f i r e  i s  i n  p r o g r e s s ,  o r  where  t h e r e  i s  r e a s o n ­

a b l e  c a u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  a f i r e  i s  i n  p r o g r e s s ,  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  [FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF EXTINGUISHING! t h e  f i r e ;

(6)  e n t e r  a b u i l d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  a p r i v a t e  d w e l l i n g ,  o r

p r e m i s e s  n e a r  t h e  sc e n e  o f  a [THF.l f i r e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o t e c t i n g
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the b u i l d i n g  or p r e m i s e s  or for the p u r p o s e  of  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  the fii 

t h a t  is in p r o g r e s s  in a n o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  or p r e m i s e s ;

(7) u p o n  2 4 - h o u r  n o t i c e  to the o w n e r  or o c c u p a n t ,  c o n d u c t  

p r e f i r e  p l a n n i n g  s u r v e y  in [ I N S P E C T  F O R  P R E P L A N N I N G !  all b u i l d i n g s  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  or o t h e r  p l a c e s  w i t h i n  the m u n i c i p a l i t v  or the r e g i s t e r e  

f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  d i s t r i c t , e x c e p t  the i n t e r i o r  of a p r i v a t e  d w e l l i n g  

w h e r e  c o m b u s t i b l e  m a t e r i a l  is o r  m a y  b e c o m e  d a n g e r o u s  as a fi r e  m e n a o  

to the b u i l d i n g ;

(8) d i r e c t  the r e m o v a l  or  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f ' a fence, house,

m o t o r  v e h i c l e ,  or o t h e r  t h i n g  j u d g e d  [THAT T H E  O F F I C E R  O R  A U T F O R I Z E l

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  M A Y  JUDGE] n e c e s s a r v  [TO R E M O V E  O R  D E S T R O Y !  to p r e vent 

the f u r t h e r  s p r e a d  o f  a [THE] fire.

(b) A n  o w n e r  or o c c u p a n t  o f  a b u i l d i n g  or p l a c e  s p e c i f i e d  in

this s e c t i o n  or  a n y  o t h e r  p e r s o n  on the site of a fire or o t h e r  fire

d e p a r t m e n t  e m e r g e n c y  w h o  r e f u s e s  to o b e v  the o r d e r  o f  a fi r e  [AN! 

o f f i c e r  of a m u n i c i p a l  o r  r e g i s t e r e d  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  TOP A N  A U T H O R I Z E D  

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E ]  in the e x e r c i s e  o f  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  is g u i l t v  o f  a 

m i s d e m e a n o r ,  and u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n ,  is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  for

o n e  y e a r ,  or b v  a fine o f  n o t  m o r e  th a n  $1,000, or b v  both.

(c) I n  this s e c t i o n  [,]

f1 ) " e m e r g e n c y "  m e a n s  a situation, in w h i c h  the s e r v i c e s  of

fi r e  d e p a r t m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  n e c e s s a r v  or a p p r o p r i a t e  to p r o t e c t

life, p r o p e r t y ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h y  o r  the e n v i r o n m e n t ;

(?) " p r e f i r e  p l a n n i n g  s u r v e y "  [ " I N S P E C T  FOP P R E P L A N N I N G " !  

m e a n s  a l i m i t e d  i n s p e c t i o n  for the p u r p o s e  [TO C O N D U C T  L I M I T E D  I N S P E C­

TI O N S  F O R  P U R P O S E S ]  of  p r e p a r i n g  a f i r e  a t t a c k  p l a n  in the e v e n t  o f  a 

future, e m e r g e n c v ,  b u t  does n o t  i n c l u d e  an i n s p e c t i o n  for the p u r p o s e  

[ I N S P E C T I O N S  FOP P U R P O S E S ]  of d e t e r m i n i n g  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s t a t u t o r y  or 

m u n i c i p a l  fire co d e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .
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