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HB 520:

An Act making special appropriation to the Department
of Community and Regional Affairs for the Radon
Mitigation Revolving Loan Fund; and providing for an
effective date.

The cash available through June 30, 1989 from the alternative energy
revolving loan fund has been designated for appropriation to the

general fund

Therefore,

in Section 17, HB 375.

funds would not be available for appropriation from the

alternative energy revolving loan fund to capitalize the Radon
Mitigation Revolving Loan Fund as proposed in Section 1 of HB 520.

DG/dgl11050D
030388a

J. Anthorfy _wnrtri, uommissroner
Department of Commerce and Economic
Development
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TO: Rep. Henry Springer, Chairman HCRA
FROM: David C. Harrison, P. A., HCRA

HB 520 "An Act making a special appropriation to the
Department of Community and Regional Affairs for the
radon mitigation revolving loan fund; and providing
for an effective date."”

This bill seeks to appropriate $500,000 from Department
of Commerce and Economic Development alternative
energy revolving fund to the Department of Community and

Regional Affairs.

HB 520 1is considered a companion bill of HB 519 if such
passes and becomes law.

A letter from Department of Commerce and Economic
Development declares that the $500,000. 1is not now
in the alternative energy revolving fund but has
been shifted to the general fund for fisheries
enhancement.

At this point, 1 do not know where funding for HB 520
may be made. The author of HB 520 has been notified

of this information.



March 22, 1988

T0: Rep. Henry Springer, Chairman HCRA

FROM: David C. Harrison, P. A., HCRA

RE: HB 519 & 520 Radon Issue

I have called banks iIn Fairbanks, Anchorage, and have visited banks
in Juneau asking who may be responsible and who may be liable.

It appears that the issue of radon iIn homes is too new for most
mortgage loan officers or institutional real estate people.

Mr. Bill Simpron: The problem of radon is not know here hardly at all.
Banks are servers of loans for institutional lenders such as AHFC, GNMA
and FNMA. OfF course there are others, no doubt. NBA Branch Mgr. Juneau.

Kevin Sullivan, Mgr/VP First National of Anchorage, Juneau. Did not know
of the problem. 1 explained the radon issue to him , he gave me some names
to call in Fiarbanks and ANchorage.

Brehends Bank provided me with a real estate agent of theirs and she said
that very little was known and had no real information to give me.

Tyaha Hoopes, mortgage department NBA Fairbanks, said that people were
becomming aware of the problem. Everybody seems to think it is overblown.
We have not received any guidelines from institutional lenders on this issue
Banks do not require tests. It may be that banks are servers of loans to the
institutional lenders.

Lucille Steeps, V.P. stated that at this point people are becomming aware
of the problem because it has been mentioned at seminars, etc.

FNMA, GNMA, AHFC do not require radon tests, etc. At this time, mortgage
bankers probably not take a position on the radon issue.

The Fairbanks Daily News Miner story is attached. Date of article Mar. 18th.

P. S. One mortgage lender stated the simple solution is to openyour windows
and doors and let some fresh ailr in once and awhile.

The problem seems to have appeared when super insulation had been added to
houses - possibly making such housestoo tight - the house needs to breathe.
However, some places along hillsides in Fairbanks may have a more apparent
problem with radon.

At this point it seems buyer and seller should know what this is about.

No doubt, it is against the law to sell a house that is dangerous to live in
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U.S. Department <AHoutlng ar

Anchorage Office, Region x

701 C Street. Box 64
Anchomge, Alaska 99513-000

APR 2 1 1963
David C. Harrison, P.A,, HCRA
Pouch V

Junoau, AK 99811
D3*ar Mr, Harrison:

Subject: HB>19 and 520
Radon Mitigation Loans

In rospona? Co your inquiry of Marc.h 9, 1988, this is to
advise you that the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
l)eve Inpm«nt has no position at this timn with rnspsct to the
effects of radon or its mitigation where housing in Alaska s
concerned. Nor does the Department recognize the establishment of
liability in this area as to lenders or to the bepartment as the
insurer of home mortgages or otherwise.

We will appreciate being informed of further developments as
this issue continues to b« explored by the House Committee on
Community and Regional Affairs.

Si nce re ly,

Susan Olsen
Chief Counsel
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Alaska State Legislature = " %
Representative Niilo Koponen

Pouch V 542 4th Avenue, Suite C
Juneau, Alaska 99811 Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 465-4992 (907) 456-8161

MEMORANDUM

TO: ALL HOUSE AND SENATE MEMBERS
Si

FROM: REPRESENTATIVE NIILO KOPONEM, -~
DATE: APRIL 20, 1988

RE: RADON PROBLEM IN ALASKA

Enclosed is a press release fran the State Geologist concerning the rrost
recent discovery of hones in the Fairbanks area having radon concentrations
that exceed the EPA-recommended maximum of 4 picoCuries per liter.

Most significantly, radon has been found in hones situated in areas
previously thought to be free of this problem.

Radon is thought to be the second leading cause of lung cancer in this
country, cigarette smoking being the first.
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FAIRBANKS RADON PROBLEM UPDATE

Based on data acquired over the last few months, over 150 homes in the
Fairbanks area have measured radon con/centrations that exceed Che EPA-recom-

mended maximum of 4 picoCuriae per liter (pCil/l),

This increase of approximately 100 Fairbanks ‘problem'’ homes, as
compared to about 50 such residences reported a few months ago, is baaed on
additional radon data obtained from <charcoal and track etch detectors and

DGGS on-site measurements with 'real time' radon monitoring equipment.

The Fairbanks database now includes radon measurements from over BOO
households, including detector data obtained from private citizens, the State
Radiologist's Office, private sector radon mitigation services (Nortech), the
University of Alaska, and on-site field measurements obtained by the Alaska
Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys (DGGS). Radon data have been
collected during all seasons of the year, dating back to July 1987. Nearly
one-half of the detectors placsd in Fairbanks households have registered
radon levels that exceed the EPA-recommended maximum, and approximately 25
percent of the radon detectors have recorded radon concentrations that exceed
20 pCill. Measurements taken in at least 15 homes have produced radon

concentrations in excess of 100 pCl/1.

Initially, preliminary radon screening data in the Fairbanks district
seemed to indicate that household radon problems were <concentrated in
residences sited on bedrock in the hills north of Fairbanks. Most recently,
however, anomalously high household radon concentration'? have also been

detected on the floodplain adjacent to, or in the city of Fairbanks.

In addition to the unexpected discoveries on the floodplain, predictably
high radon concentration have recently heen detected in homes located on
dredge tailings in the Goldstream drainage and on bedrock homesites in the
Lakloey Hill, Spinach Creek, Chena Hot Springe Road, and Steele Creek Road
areas.  Problem houaeholde were previouely identified in other hilleide
subdivisions north of Fairbanks, including Ester Dome, Chena Ridge, Becker
Ridge, Scenic Heights, and Musk Ox Subdivision.



Ths location and distribution of radon sampling site* has been strongly
biased by ths need to identify and define those areas chat are local ‘hot
spots" and by the input of concerned citizens and radon mitigation
specialists who have willingly shared proprietary radon data from Fairbanks
area homes. Due to limited resources, DGGS has heen unable to develop and
execute a representative radon screening program for Che Fairbanks district
or the state, and it is probable that additional ‘hot spots' remain to be
defined in the Fairbanks district and as yet unidentified regions of the
state.

DGGS has initiated numerous follow-up visits to selected residences
where commercial test devices have revealed elevated radon levels and where
it has become important to understand the geologic setting of the site and
the surrounding area. During these visits, DGGS records geologic and other
site-specific data in an effort to define the factors that control the source
and availability of radon that is entering problem homes. DGGS studies
typically include real-time testing of radon levels and entryvayB in the
dwelling and uranium and thorium measurements inside and outside the home.

Discussions with EPA officials and key personnel in radon screening pro-
grams in other states indicate that the Fairbanks district radon problem
merits concern at the national level, and that accelerated radon survey and
mitigation programs should be initiated at the earliest possible date.
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Alaska State Legislature ~oojon
Representative Niilo Koponen
Pouch V 542 4th Avenue, Suite C
Juneau, Alaska 99811 Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 465-4992 (907) 456-8161

MEMORANDUM

TO: ALL HOUSE AND SENATE MEMBERS
/
FROM: REPRESENTATIVE NIILO KOPONEK,

DATE: APRIL 20, 1988

RE: RADON PROBLEM IN ALASKA

Enclosed is a press release fran the State Geologist concerning the nost
recent discovery of hones in the Fairbanks area having radon concentrations
that exceed the EPA-recommended maximum of 4 picoCuries per liter.

Most significantly, radon has been found in hones situated in areas
previously thought to be free of this problem.

Radon is thought to be the second leading cause of lung cancer in this
country, cigarette smoking being the first.



FAIRBANKS RADON PROBLEM UPDATE

Baaed on data acquired over the laat few months, over 150 homes in the
Fairbanks area have measured radon conécentrations that exceed Che EPA-recom-

mended maximum of 4 picoCuriee per liter (pCi/l),

This increase of approximately 100 Fairbanks problem' homes, as
compared to about 50 such residences reported a few months ago, is based on
additional radon data obtained from charcoal and track ecch detectors and

DGGS on-site measurements with ‘real time' radon monitoring equipment.

The Fairb.ir.k6é database now includes radon measurements from over 300
households, including detector data obtained from private citizens, the State
Radiologist's Office, private sector radon mitigation services (Nortech), the
University of Alaska, and on-site field measurements obtained by the Alaska
Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys (DGGS). Radon data have been
collected during all seasons of the year, dating back to July 1987. Nearly
one-half of the detectors placed in Fairbanks households have registered
radon levels that exceed the EPA-recommended maximum, and approximately 25
percent of the radon detectors have recorded radon concentrations that exceed
20 pCill. Measurements taken in at least 15 homes have produced radon

concentrations in excess of 100 pCi/l.

Initially, preliminary radon screening data in the Fairbanks district
seemed to indicate that household radon problems were <concentrated in
residences iited on bedrock in the hills north of Fairbanks. Most recently,
however, anomalously high household radon <concentrations have also been

detected on the floodplain adjacent to, or in the city of Fairbanks.

In addition to the unexpected discoveries on the floodplain, predictably
high radon concentrations hava recently been detected in homes located on
dredge tailings in the Goldatream drainage and on bedrock homesites in the
Lakloey Hill, Spinach Creek, Chena Hot Springs Road, and Steele Creek Road
areas.  Problem households ware pravioualy Identified In other hillside
subdivisions north of Fairbanks, including Ester Dome, Chena Ridge, Backer
Ridge, Scenic Heighta, and Musk Ox Subdivision.
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-2 - April 19, 1988

Th« location and distribution of radon sampling sitss has been strongly
biased by the need to identify and define those areas Chat are local ‘hot
spots’ and by the input of concerned citizens and radon mitigation
specialists who have willingly shared proprietary radon data from Fairbanks
area homes. Due to limited resources, DGGS hae heen unable to develop and
execute a representative radon screening program for the Fairbanks district
or the state, and it is probable that additional ‘hot spots’ remain to be
defined in the Fairbanks district and ae yet unidentified regions of the
state,

DGGS has initiated numerous follow-up visits to selected residences
where commercial test devices have revealed elevated radon levels and where
it has become important to understand the geologic setting of the site and
the surrounding area. During these visits, DGGS records geologic and other
site-specific data in an effort to define the factors that control the source
and availability of radon that is entering problem homes. DGGS studios
typically include real-time testing of radon levels and entryways in the
dwelling and uranium and thorium measurements Inside and outside the home.

Discussions with EPA officials and key personnel in radon screening pro-
grams in other states indicate that the Fairbanks district radon problem
merits concern at the national level, and that accelerated radon survey and
mitigation programs should be initiated at the earliest possible date.



li.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Anchorage Office. Region X
701 C Street Box 64
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-0001

C. Harrison, P.A., HCRA
\Y

Juneau, AK 99811

Mr. Harrison:

Subject: HB519 and 520

Radon Mitigation Loans

In response to your inquiry of March 9, 1988, this 1is to

advise you that the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development has no position at this time with respect to the
effects of radon or its mitigation where housing in Alaska is
concerned. Nor does the Department recognize the establishment of
liability in this area as to lenders or to the Department as the
insurer of home mortgages or otherwise.

We will appreciate being informed of further developments as
issue continues to be explored by the House Committee on

Community and Regional Affairs.

Sincerely

Susan Olsen
Chie f Counsel





