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C O M M I T T E E :

HOUSE COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS

D A T E : Fri. April 22, 1988

Official BuaiMM

Subject of meeting:
HB 519 Radon Mitigation Loans to Homeowners

HB 520 Approp; Radon Mitigation Loan Fund 

HB 286 Creating the Rural Governance Council
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B IL L  PREPARATION/ACTION*

B i l l  #   D a te  R e f e r r e d :  a j i s  | s s  O u t :

T i t l e :  C L ja ^ u rp : Q cu l/ rru  W lctcy  ajT ujyis ________________

S p o n s o r : JDcunx) Ki-jptrvuwu IjlLvnmu~u R e f e r r a l s :  6>J2Jk_, ______

CONTACTS:* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Name________________  _____________________  ____________________________________
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F i l e  C o n t e n t s  

H B  520 - A p p r o p :  R a d o n  M i t i g a t i o n  L o a n  F u n d

No. D e s c r i p t i o n

1. B i l l  - H B  520

1.1. P o s i t i o n  P a p e r  - D C E D

2. H B  375 ( Bu dge t Bill) - P a g e  3

3. B i l l  R e v i e w  - H a r r i s o n

4. M e m o  - R a d o n  L i a b i l i t y  I s su e

5. HUD - Position Paper on Radon Issues
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C O M M I T T E E :

HOUSE COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS

D A T E  * Mon. Mar. 28, 1988

Offid*! B u iM d
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HB--3-1S:-. Energy E f f ic ie n t  Home E q u ity  Fund 
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*HB 522 Planning Commissions
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C O M M I T T E E :

HOUSE COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS

D A T E : Monday, March 7, 1988

---
SIR

--------

Official Btu ittm

Subject of meeting:
*HB 519 Radon Mitigation Loans to Homeowners 

5?n Radon MitTgatio7i'~ttraiT-fund___

NAME (PLS PRINT)
a
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HB 520: An Act making special appropriation to the Department
of Community and Regional Affairs for the Radon 
Mitigation Revolving Loan Fund; and providing for an 
effective date.

The cash available through June 30, 1989 from the alternative energy 
revolving loan fund has been designated for appropriation to the 
general fund in Section 17, HB 375.

Therefore, funds would not be available for appropriation from the 
alternative energy revolving loan fund to capitalize the Radon 
Mitigation Revolving Loan Fund as proposed in Section 1 of HB 520.

J. Anthorfy .vnrtri, uommissroner 
Department of Commerce and Economic 
Development

Date
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TO: Rep. H e n r y  S p ri ng er , C h a i r m a n  H C R A

FROM: D a v i d  C. H a r r i s o n ,  P. A., H C R A

HB  520 "An Ac t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  f o r  the 
r a d o n  m i t i g a t i o n  r e v o l v i n g  lo an  fund; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  
for an  e f f e c t i v e  d at e . "

T h i s  b i l l  se eks to a p p r o p r i a t e  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  D e p a r t m e n t  
of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  
e n e r g y  r e v o l v i n g  fu n d to th e D e p a r t m e n t  o f C o m m u n i t y  and  
R e g i o n a l  A f f ai rs .

H B  520 is c o n s i d e r e d  a c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  of  H B  519 if s u c h  
p a s s e s  an d  b e c o m e s  law.

A  l e t t e r  f r o m  D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  
D e v e l o p m e n t  d e c l a r e s  th a t the $ 50 0, 0 0 0 .  is n o t  n o w  
in the a l t e r n a t i v e  e n e r g y  r e v o l v i n g  f u n d  b u t  has  
b e e n  s h i f t e d  to the g e n e r a l  f u n d  for f i s h e r i e s  
e n h a n c e m e n t .

A t  this point, I do n o t  k n o w  w h e r e  f u n d i n g  f o r  H B  520 
m a y  b e m a de . Th e  a u t h o r  of  H B  520 has  b e e n  n o t i f i e d  
o f  this  i n f o r m a t i o n .



M a r c h  2 2 ,  1 9 8 8

FROM: David C. Harrison, P. A., HCRA

RE: HB 519 & 520 Radon Issue

T O :  R e p .  H e n r y  S p r i n g e r ,  C h a i r m a n  H C R A

I have called banks in Fairbanks, Anchorage, and have visited banks 
in Juneau asking who may be responsible and who may be liable.

It appears that the issue of radon in homes is too new for most 
mortgage loan officers or institutional real estate people.

Mr. Bill Simpron: The problem of radon is not know here hardly at all.
Banks are servers of loans for institutional lenders such as AHFC, GNMA 
and FNMA. Of course there are others, no doubt. NBA Branch Mgr. Juneau.

Kevin Sullivan, Mgr/VP First National of Anchorage, Juneau. Did not know 
of the problem. I explained the radon issue to him , he gave me some names 
to call in Fiarbanks and ANchorage.

Brehends Bank provided me with a real estate agent of theirs and she said 
that very little was known and had no real information to give me.

Tyaha Hoopes, mortgage department NBA Fairbanks, said that people were 
becomming aware of the problem. Everybody seems to think it is overblown.
We have not received any guidelines from institutional lenders on this issue 
Banks do not require tests. It may be that banks are servers of loans to the 
institutional lenders.

Lucille Steeps, V.P. stated that at this point people are becomming aware 
of the problem because it has been mentioned at seminars, etc.
FNMA, GNMA, AHFC do not require radon tests, etc. At this time, mortgage
bankers probably not take a position on the radon issue.

The Fairbanks Daily News Miner story is attached. Date of article Mar. 18th.

P. S. One mortgage lender stated the simple solution is to open your windows
and doors and let some fresh air in once and awhile.

The problem seems to have appeared when super insulation had been added to 
houses - possibly making such housestoo tight - the house needs to breathe. 
However, some places along hillsides in Fairbanks may have a more apparent 
problem with radon.

At this point it seems buyer and seller should know what this is about.

No doubt, it is against the law to sell a house that is dangerous to live in
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t o  h a v e  h i g h  r a d o n  l e v e l s

SAM b is h o p  •News-Miner Bureau 
JUNEAU-The most recent fi­

gures show thet more than one- 
third of the homes tested so far in the Fairbanks area have radon gas 
above the levels researchers be­
lieve is safe for long-term expo­
sure.

■Hie state Department of Health 
and Social Services and a company 
called Nortech have test results 
from 304 homes in the Fairbanks 
area.

Of those, 132 showed radon gas 
■\bove the level that the federal En- 
/ironmenlal Protection Agency 
tliinks is safe for long-term expo­
sure.

Radon is a naturally occurring 
rad ioactive gas that seeps up 
through the soil and into homes. 
Long-term exposure can cause can­
cer ana other problems, according 
to the EPA.

Radon is measured in units cal­
led picocuries. A home with more 
than 4 picocuries of radiation ic a 

v liter of air Deeds work, the EPA re- 
' commends. Solutions include sea-
• ling basement cracks, increasing 
crawl-space ventilation, installing 
collection pipes and installing air 
exchangers.

Sid Heidersdorf, a r.diological 
physicist with Health and Social 
Services, Baid the Fairbanks area 
has the highest percentage of 
seriously contaminated homes is 
the state. One-quarter of the 113 
homes tested by the state were 
above 4 picocuries.

Tests in Juneau, Kodiak and 
Eagle River have turned up very 
small numbers of problem bouses,

^  R ir u u !  f  I
fContinued from page 1) 

be said. The state hns results from 
53 locations around the state, he 
said.

Data collected by Nortecb shows 
j- an even higher contaminatk>n level
• in Fairbanks lhan (the state’s in ­

formation. More than ooe-half of 
Nortech’s 191 home tests have de­
tected radon levels above 4 pico-

• curies. . .
Phil Loudon,

• P i t  oc U *

“ K b ? ! 'I t t f ib le  lo aiileroo.

to people J®5the device in the 

living area for thr state

-S S S S S S S f t ' -® *
in Glenwood, 111. Terradex analy­
zes the radon and returns the re­
sults to the state.

Test results are taking about a 
month to get back from the national 
laboratory.

Nortech provides a testing device 
that sits in a borne for only a week. 
Loudon saiu his device, which is 
also sent to a lab Outside, is more 
accurate than the state's system, 
but doesn’t provide a long-term pic­
ture of radon in a home. He calls it a 
screening test.
The Outside company be works 

with, Air-chek, returns the test re­
sults within *wo to four days.
Both the state and Nortech 

charge $30 for the test, although 
Loudon has cut his price for the 
pext month in an attempt to build 
up more data.

Two b il ls in the Legislature, 
HB519 and HB520, would set up a 
loan fund for homeowners who 
want to get rid of radon. Rep. Mike 
Davis, D-Fairbanks, sponsored 
them. Rep. N i i lo  Koponen D- 
Fairbanks, sponsored a resolution, 
HJR38, that urges slate and federal 
agencies to work cooperatively on 
the problem.

Loudon said Alaskans are just 
waking up to the problem —

*’A 10 (picocurie result) on the 
East Coast would stop the sale of a 
bouse," Loudon said. "Ten would 
.cause some people an awful lot of 
iconcern. In Fairbanks, we’re still 
'at the bottom of the learning curve 
and that’s why we’re still a little bit 
.complacent."

He said he believes Alaskans 
should be more concerned than

because U has done more tests In I thAlemfcrature
ln si< ll% ouseand8feSSSout-

wohlpm aide pulls radon into the house fas-problem, Loudon said. _ ter than ln other parts of the coun-
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U.S. Department <A Houtlng ar

_ _

Anchorage Office, Region x 
701 C Street. Box 64 
Anchomge, Alaska 99513-000

APR 2 1 1963

D a v i d  C .  H a r r i s o n ,  P . A , ,  HCRA 
P o u c h  V
J u n o a u  , AK 9 9 8 1 1 

D >' a r  M r  , H a r r i s o n :

S u b j e c t :  H B ;> 1 9 a n d  5 2 0

I n  r o s p o n a ?  Co y o u r  i n q u i r y  o f  M a r c . h  9 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  t h i s  i s  t o  
a d v i s e  y o u  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H o u s i n g  a n d  U r b a n  
I ) e v e  1 n p m « n t  h a s  n o  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m n  w i t h  r n s p s c t  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  r a d o n  o r  i t s  m i t i g a t i o n  w h e r e  h o u s i n g  i n  A l a s k a  i s  
c o n c e r n e d .  N o r  d o e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
l i a b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a s  t o  l e n d e r s  o r  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a s  t h e  
i n s u r e r  o f  h o m e  m o r t g a g e s  o r  o t h e r w i s e .

We w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  b e i n g  i n f o r m e d  o f  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a s  
t h i s  i s s u e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b«: e x p l o r e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s .

R a d o n  M i t i g a t i o n  L o a n s

Si  n c e  r e  1 y ,

S u s a n  O l s e n  
Chief Co un se l



" Electronic Message Routing Form
Use black ink only.

U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development
Office of Administration

'  '

1, When must this message be 
trapimilted?
X ,  Routine (15 min. to 3 hours) 
2 Priority (15 min. to 2 hours)

2. Check V here it you went 3. Oate to Comm. Canter .For Operator* Use Only /Transnwtal ComrotNo;-;..
Confirmation of Transmission '

4 Originating Organization Correspondence Code| 4. Name of Originator or the Person most familiar with the material 
(the codes are in  your phone book) , r\  .

. IQ, I Or ■ K ik c * ________
6 Authorizing Official (signaturo & printed or typed name) /

*a. Phone No. 4b. Room No.

Jfirj/c 7~, M e t  r6/\/
. CubjOCt/Remarks (if any) y

/-/£> 0 /  7  •

1 ~ \  d e n  b l c j ' t  C l  T ? - - S Y )

\ 7. No.of Pages (excluding 
this cover sheet)

9. Complete this section if your message is to be transmitted to a NorvHUD organization, (for addii onai recipients, use the space in item 11.) 
a. Name of Recipient Organization ^  1 ^*^Pi®nt Person

n t u r f i  s t m . f - f i . h )  C & A __________________________________
e. Recipient Location (city, state 8 zip code)

y. \ j n i M j j L _ / t . { < L ___ - L  % . £ L L _________
d. Facsimile Machine Telephone No. , fi. Contact Person's Phone No. f. Telex No.

V / 0  -  J  ; d * u > ; d  m y r t u / v

10. Cneck V the f.etd office distribution within HUD. (list specific addresses in Item 11 below)

0  All Regional Offices 
j I All Category A Offices 
0  All Category B Offices 
0 ;  All Category C Ofrces
0  All Category D Offices
1 | Other (please list below in item 11)

g. Recipieni has no Receiving Equipment:

: j— j Send a Mailgram

11. NBune(s) / Tide(s) of Addressee(s)

Retain this record for six months.
form HUD-21023 (2/08) 

ref. handbook 2241 1



' ^ ' A p R ? h  Alaska State Legislature ' %
Representative N ii lo  Koponen

Pouch V 542 4th Avenue, Suite C
Juneau, Alaska 99811 Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

(907) 465-4992 (907) 456-8161

MEMORANDUM

TO: ALL HOUSE AND SENATE MEMBERS
s ’

t

FROM: REPRESENTATIVE NIILO K O P O N E M , ^ - ^

DATE: APRIL 20, 1988

RE: RADON PROBLEM IN ALASKA

Enclosed is a press release fran the State Geologist concerning the rrost 
recent discovery of hones in the Fairbanks area having radon concentrations 
that exceed the EPA-recommended maximum of 4 picoCuries per liter.

Most significantly, radon has been found in hones situated in areas 
previously thought to be free of this problem.

R a d o n  i s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  t h e  s e c o n d  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f  l u n g  c a n c e r  i n  t h i s
c o u n t r y ,  c i g a r e t t e  s m o k i n g  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t .
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FAIRBANKS RADON PROBLEM UPDATE

B a s e d  o n  d a t a  a c q u i r e d  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  m o n t h s ,  o v e r  150  h o m e s  i n  t h e

F a i r b a n k s  a r e a  h a v e  m e a s u r e d  r a d o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  t h a t  e x c e e d  Che E P A - r e c o m -
/

j m e n d e d  maximum o f  4 p i c o C u r i a e  p e r  l i t e r  ( p C i / l ) ,

T h i s  i n c r e a s e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100 F a i r b a n k s  ' p r o b l e m '  h o m e s ,  a s  

c o m p a r e d  t o  a b o u t  50 s u c h  r e s i d e n c e s  r e p o r t e d  a f e w  m o n t h s  a g o ,  i s  b a a e d  on  

a d d i t i o n a l  r a d o n  d a t a  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  c h a r c o a l  a n d  t r a c k  e t c h  d e t e c t o r s  a n d  

DGGS o n - s i t e  m e a s u r e m e n t s  w i t h  ' r e a l  t i m e '  r a d o n  m o n i t o r i n g  e q u i p m e n t .

The  F a i r b a n k s  d a t a b a s e  now i n c l u d e s  r a d o n  m e a s u r e m e n t s  f r o m  o v e r  BOO 

h o u s e h o l d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e t e c t o r  d a t a  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  S t a t e  

R a d i o l o g i s t ' s  O f f i c e ,  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  r a d o n  m i t i g a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  ( N o r t e c h ) ,  t h e  

i U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  o n - s i t e  f i e l d  m e a s u r e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a

D i v i s i o n  o f  G e o l o g i c a l  a n d  G e o p h y s i c a l  S u r v e y s  (DGGS) .  R a d o n  d a t a  h a v e  b e e n  

c o l l e c t e d  d u r i n g  a l l  s e a s o n s  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  J u l y  1 9 8 7 .  N e a r l y  

; o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  d e t e c t o r s  p l a c s d  i n  F a i r b a n k s  h o u s e h o l d s  h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d

r a d o n  l e v e l s  t h a t  e x c e e d  t h e  E P A - r e c o m m e n d e d  ma xim um ,  a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  25 

| p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r a d o n  d e t e c t o r s  h a v e  r e c o r d e d  r a d o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  t h a t  e x c e e d

20 p C i / l .  M e a s u r e m e n t s  t a k e n  i n  a t  l e a s t  15 h o m e s  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  r a d o n  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  100  p C l / 1 .

j I n i t i a l l y ,  p r e l i m i n a r y  r a d o n  s c r e e n i n g  d a t a  i n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  d i s t r i c t

s e e m e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h o u s e h o l d  r a d o n  p r o b l e m s  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  

r e s i d e n c e s  s i t e d  o n  b e d r o c k  i n  t h e  h i l l s  n o r t h  o f  F a i r b a n k s .  M o s t  r e c e n t l y ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a n o m a l o u s l y  h i g h  h o u s e h o l d  r a d o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ' ?  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  

d e t e c t e d  o n  t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  a d j a c e n t  t o ,  o r  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  u n expe c ted  d i s c o v e r i e s  on th e  f l o o d p l a i n ,  p r e d i c t a b l y  
h ig h  radon c o n c e n t r a t i o n  have r e c e n t l y  been d e te c t e d  i n  homes lo c a t e d  on 
dredge t a i l i n g s  i n  th e  G o ld s tream  d ra in a g e  and on bed ro ck  hom es ite s  i n  th e  
L ak lo e y  H i l l ,  S p in a ch  C re e k , Chena Hot S p r in g e  Road, and S t e e le  C reek Road 
a r e a s .  P rob lem  houa eho ld e  were p r e v io u e ly  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  o t h e r  h i l l e i d e  

| s u b d i v i s i o n s  n o r t h  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  E s t e r  Dome, Chena R id g e ,  Becker
R id g e ,  S c e n ic  H e ig h t s ,  and Musk Ox S u b d i v i s i o n .

i*



Ths l o c a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  radon s am p l in g  s i t e *  has been  s t r o n g ly  
b ia s e d  by th s  need to  i d e n t i f y  and d e f in e  those a reas cha t a re  l o c a l  'hot 
sp o ts '  and by the in p u t  o f  conce rned  c i t i z e n s  and radon m i t i g a t i o n  
s p e c i a l i s t s  who have w i l l i n g l y  shared p r o p r ie t a r y  radon da ta  from F a irb ank s  
a rea  homes. Due to  l im i t e d  r e s o u r c e s ,  DGGS has been u n a b le  to  d e v e lo p  and 
e x ecu te  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  radon s c r e e n in g  program fo r  Che F a irb a nk s  d i s t r i c t  
o r  the  s t a t e ,  and i t  i s  p ro b ab le  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  'h o t  spo ts '  rem a in  to  be 
d e f in e d  i n  the F a irb ank s  d i s t r i c t  and as y e t  u n i d e n t i f i e d  r e g io n s  o f  the 
s t a t e .

DGGS has i n i t i a t e d  numerous fo l low - up  v i s i t s  to s e le c t e d  r e s id e n c e s  
where com m erc ia l t e s t  d e v ic e s  have r e v e a le d  e le v a t e d  radon l e v e l s  and where 
i t  has become im po r ta n t  to  unde rs ta nd  the g e o lo g ic  s e t t i n g  o f  the s i t e  and 
the  s u r ro u n d in g  a r e a .  D u r in g  th e se  v i s i t s ,  DGGS re co rd s  g e o lo g ic  and o th e r  
s i t e - s p e c i f i c  da ta  i n  an e f f o r t  to d e f i n e  th e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r o l  the  sou rce  
and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  radon th a t  i s  e n t e r in g  p rob lem  homes. DGGS s t u d ie s  
t y p i c a l l y  i n c l u d e  r e a l- t im e  t e s t i n g  o f  radon l e v e l s  and en tryvayB  i n  the  
d w e l l i n g  and u ran ium  and th o r ium  measurements i n s i d e  and o u t s id e  th e  home.

D is c u s s io n s  w i t h  EPA o f f i c i a l s  and key p e r s o n n e l i n  radon s c r e e n in g  p r o ­
grams i n  o t h e r  s t a te s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  F a irb ank s  d i s t r i c t  radon p rob lem  
m e r i t s  con ce rn  a t the  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  and th a t  a c c e le r a t e d  radon  su rvey  and 
m i t i g a t i o n  programs s h o u ld  be i n i t i a t e d  a t the  e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib l e  d a t e .
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^  /  / 0 O  r\A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative N ii lo  Koponen
Pouch V 542 4th Avenue, Suite C

Juneau, Alaska 99811 Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 465-4992 (907) 456-8161

MEMORANDUM

TO: ALL HOUSE AND SENATE MEMBERS

/
FROM: REPRESENTATIVE NIILO KOPONEK,

DATE: APRIL 20, 1988

RE: RADON PROBLEM IN ALASKA

Enclosed is a press release fran the State Geologist concerning the nost 
recent discovery of hones in the Fairbanks area having radon concentrations 
that exceed the EPA-recommended maximum of 4 picoCuries per liter.

Most significantly, radon has been found in hones situated in areas 
previously thought to be free of this problem.

R a d o n  i s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  t h e  s e c o n d  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f  l u n g  c a n c e r  i n  t h i s
c o u n t r y ,  c i g a r e t t e  s m o k i n g  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t .



F A I R B A N K S  R A D O N  P R O B L E M  U P D A T E

B a a e d  o n  d a t a  a c q u i r e d  o v e r  t h e  l a a t  f e w  m o n t h s ,  o v e r  150 h o m e s  i n  t h e

F a i r b a n k s  a r e a  h a v e  m e a s u r e d  r a d o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  t h a t  e x c e e d  Che E P A - r e c o m -
€

m e n d e d  maximum o f  4 p i c o C u r i e e  p e r  l i t e r  ( p C i / l ) ,

T h i s  i n c r e a s e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100  F a i r b a n k s  ’ p r o b l e m '  h o m e s ,  a s  

c o m p a r e d  t o  a b o u t  50 s u c h  r e s i d e n c e s  r e p o r t e d  a f e w  m o n t h s  a g o ,  i s  b a s e d  o n  

a d d i t i o n a l  r a d o n  d a t a  o b t a i n e d  f ro m  c h a r c o a l  a n d  t r a c k  e c c h  d e t e c t o r s  a n d  

DGGS o n - s i t e  m e a s u r e m e n t s  w i t h  ' r e a l  t i m e '  r a d o n  m o n i t o r i n g  e q u i p m e n t .

The  F a i r b . i r . k 6  d a t a b a s e  now i n c l u d e s  r a d o n  m e a s u r e m e n t s  f r o m  o v e r  3 0 0  

h o u s e h o l d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e t e c t o r  d a t a  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  S t a t e  

R a d i o l o g i s t ' s  O f f i c e ,  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  r a d o n  m i t i g a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  ( N o r t e c h ) ,  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  o n - s i t e  f i e l d  m e a s u r e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  

D i v i s i o n  o f  G e o l o g i c a l  a n d  G e o p h y s i c a l  S u r v e y s  (DGGS) . R a d o n  d a t a  h a v e  b e e n  

c o l l e c t e d  d u r i n g  a l l  s e a s o n s  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  J u l y  1 9 8 7 .  N e a r l y  

o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  d e t e c t o r s  p l a c e d  i n  F a i r b a n k s  h o u s e h o l d s  h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d  

r a d o n  l e v e l s  t h a t  e x c e e d  t h e  E P A - r e c o m m e n d e d  ma xim um ,  a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  25 

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r a d o n  d e t e c t o r s  h a v e  r e c o r d e d  r a d o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  t h a t  e x c e e d  

20 p C i / l .  M e a s u r e m e n t s  t a k e n  i n  a t  l e a s t  15 h o m e s  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  r a d o n  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  100  p C i / l .

I n i t i a l l y ,  p r e l i m i n a r y  r a d o n  s c r e e n i n g  d a t a  i n  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  d i s t r i c t  

s e e m e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h o u s e h o l d  r a d o n  p r o b l e m s  w e r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  

r e s i d e n c e s  i i t e d  o n  b e d r o c k  i n  t h e  h i l l s  n o r t h  o f  F a i r b a n k s .  M o s t  r e c e n t l y ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a n o m a l o u s l y  h i g h  h o u s e h o l d  r a d o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  

d e t e c t e d  o n  t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  a d j a c e n t  t o ,  o r  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  the  unexpe c ted  d i s c o v e r ie s  on th e  f l o o d p l a i n ,  p r e d i c t a b ly  
h ig h  radon c o n c e n t r a t io n s  hava r e c e n t ly  been d e te c t e d  i n  homes lo c a t e d  on 
d redge t a i l i n g s  i n  th e  G o lda tream  d ra in ag e  and on bed ro ck  hom es ite s  i n  the  
L a k lo e y  H i l l ,  S p in a c h  C re e k , Chena Hot S p r in g s  Road, and S t e e le  C reek Road 
a r e a s .  P rob lem  h o u s e h o ld s  ware p r a v lo u a ly  I d e n t i f i e d  I n  o t h e r  h i l l s i d e  
s u b d i v i s i o n s  n o r t h  o f  F a ir b a n k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  E s t e r  Dome, Chena R id g e ,  Backer 
R id g e ,  S c e n ic  H e ig h t a ,  and Musk Ox S u b d iv i s i o n .
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Th« l o c a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  radon s am p l in g  s i t s s  has been s t r o n g ly  
b ia s e d  by th e  need to i d e n t i f y  and d e f i n e  those  a reas Chat are  l o c a l  'ho t 
sp o ts '  and by the  in p u t  o f  conce rned  c i t i z e n s  and radon m i t i g a t i o n  
s p e c i a l i s t s  who have w i l l i n g l y  shared p r o p r ie t a r y  radon data  from Fa irb ank s  
a rea  homes. Due to  l im i t e d  r e s o u r c e s , DGGS h a 6 been u n a b le  to d e v e lo p  and 
e x ecu te  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  radon s c r e e n in g  program fo r  the  F a irb ank s  d i s t r i c t  
o r  th e  s t a t e ,  and i t  i s  p ro b ab le  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  'h o t spo ts ' rema in  to be 
d e f in e d  i n  the  F a irb a nk s  d i s t r i c t  and a6 y e t  u n i d e n t i f i e d  r e g io n s  o f  the 
s t a t e ,

DGGS has i n i t i a t e d  numerous fo l low - up  v i s i t s  to  s e le c t e d  r e s id e n c e s  
where com m e rc ia l t e s t  d e v ic e s  have r e v e a le d  e le v a t e d  radon l e v e l s  and where 
i t  has become im p o r ta n t  to  unders tand the g e o lo g ic  s e t t i n g  o f  the s i t e  and 
the  s u r ro u n d in g  a r e a .  D u r in g  these v i s i t s ,  DGGS re co rd s  g e o lo g ic  and o th e r  
s i t e - s p e c i f i c  d a ta  i n  an e f f o r t  to d e f i n e  th e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r o l  the  sou rce  
and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  radon th a t  i s  e n t e r in g  p rob lem  homes. DGGS s t u d io s  
t y p i c a l l y  i n c l u d e  r e a l- t im e  t e s t in g  o f  radon l e v e l s  and entryways i n  the 
d w e l l i n g  and u ra n ium  and th o r ium  measurements I n s id e  and o u t s id e  the  home.

D is c u s s io n s  w i t h  EPA o f f i c i a l s  and key p e r s o n n e l i n  radon s c r e e n in g  p ro ­
grams i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  i n d i c a t e  th a t  the  F a irb a nk s  d i s t r i c t  radon prob lem  
m e r i t s  c o n ce rn  a t the  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  and th a t  a c c e le r a t e d  radon su rvey  and 
m i t i g a t i o n  programs s h o u ld  be i n i t i a t e d  a t  the e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib l e  d a te .
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li.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Anchorage Office. Region X 
701 C Street Box 64 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513-0001

D a v i d  C .  H a r r i s o n ,  P . A . ,  HCRA 
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  M r .  H a r r i s o n :

S u b j e c t :  H B 5 1 9  a n d  5 2 0
R a d o n  M i t i g a t i o n  L o a n s

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  i n q u i r y  o f  M a r c h  9 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  t h i s  i s  t o  
a d v i s e  y o u  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H o u s i n g  a n d  U r b a n  
D e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  n o  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  
e f f e c t s  o f  r a d o n  o r  i t s  m i t i g a t i o n  w h e r e  h o u s i n g  i n  A l a s k a  i s  
c o n c e r n e d .  N o r  d o e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
l i a b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a s  t o  l e n d e r s  o r  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a s  t h e  
i n s u r e r  o f  h o m e  m o r t g a g e s  o r  o t h e r w i s e .

We w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  b e i n g  i n f o r m e d  o f  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a s  
t h i s  i s s u e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  e x p l o r e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s .

S i n c e r e l y

S u s a n  O l s e n  
C h i e  f  C o u n s e l




