


T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  s u p p o r t s  
S C R 2 2  t o  i n i t i a t e  a n d  c o m p l e t e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  l o c a t i o n  s t u d i e s  
f o r  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  r o a d  t o  K a n t i s h n a .

T h e s e  r o u t e s  m a y  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  R S 2 4 7 7  a n d  c o u l d  b e  u s e f u l  i n  
p r o v i d i n g  a  b a s i c  r o u t e  f o r  a  r o a d  t o  K a n t i s h n a .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  
p r o j e c t e d  t r a f f i c  v o l u m e  o n  s u c h  a  r o a d  i s  s o  h i g h  ( 5 , 0 0 0  v e h i ­
c l e s  a  d a y  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r )  t h a t  a  r o a d  b u i l t  t o  r e q u i r e d  
d e s i g n  s t a n d a r d s  m a y  v a r y  s o m e w h a t  f r o m  t h e  R S 2 4 7 7  r i g h t - o f - w a y .

T h i s  r o a d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  u s e f u l  s e r v i c e  b y  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  f o r  
t o u r i s t s  i n t o  t h e  p a r k  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  m i n i n g  i n t o  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  
a r e a .

BILL n o :  S C R  2 2

TITLE:  A l t e r n a t i v e  R o a d  S y s t e m  i n  D e n a l i
N a t i o n a l  P a r k

a p p r o v e d : 

d a t e :: :  f / l / t

D est. o f  T ra n s p o rta tio n  2 * Public Facilities

t>

For fu rth er information c a ll Susan F le ischhauer a t 465-3900.
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S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  
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T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Committee Members

FROM: Committee Staff

DATE: 5-1-85

RE: SCR 22

SCR 22, relating to alternative access in the Denali National Park, will 
be in front of the committee today. This resolve requests that the 
Governor direct the commissioner of DOT/PF to study alternative access 
routes to Denali National Park.

Included in your packet you will find position papers from the divisions 
of Tourism and Minerals, the departments of Transportation and Fish and 
Game, and the National Park Service. Also included is part of the 
Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce's Interior Transportation Needs report. 
Finally there is a letter from Senator Coghill to members of the Alaska 
Congressional Delegation asking that they explore the problem of lack of 
access into the park.



K A N T I S H N A  A C C E S S

W a r r a n t s

A  h i g h w a y  to th e  K a n t i s h n a  a r e a  c a n  b e  j u s t i f i e d  o n  t he f o l l o w i n g

b a s i s :

T o u r i s m  is A l a s k a ' s  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  M t .  M c K i n l e y  is t h e

S t a t e ' s  n u m b e r  o n e  tourist a t t r a c t i o n .  T h e  p a r k  r o a d  is i n a d e q u a t e  to

s e r v e  this i n d u s t r y  for t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s :

a .  G e o m e t r i e s ,  th e  r o a d  is s u b s t a n d a r d  in w i d t h ,  a l i g n m e n t  a n d

g r a d e .  T h e  r o a d  is h a z a r d o u s  a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  r a s h  of

s e r i o u s  b u s  a c c i d e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t he p a s t  f e w  

y e a r s .

b.  A c c e s s  is too restrictive, v i s i t o r s  m u s t  t r a v e l  b y  b u s  ( s h u t t l e

s c h o o l  b u s e s  Q r  b u s e s  o p e r a t e d  b y  p a r k  c o n c e s s i o n a i r e s ) .  T h i s

r i d e  c a n  last u p  to s i x  h o u r s  a n d  is a  s o u r c e  of d i s c o m f o r t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  to s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  a n d  y o u n g  c h i l d r e n .

c. C a p a c i t y , t he d e m a n d  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t

d e c a d e  a s  h a s  t h e  g r o w t h  of t o u r i s m .  T h e  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S t u d y  e s t i m a t e d  n e a r l y  5 0 0 0  v e h i c l e s  b y  t h e  y e a r  

20 05.

d .  B e c a u s e  t i m e  at  v a n t a g e  v i e w p o i n t s  is e x t r e m e l y  limited, o v e r  

5 J %  of t h o s e  s e e k i n g  a  v i e w  of M t .  M c K i n l e y  a r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d .

e. T h e  i n c r e a s e  of traffic o n  this r o a d  h a s  d e g r a d e d  t h e  w i l d l i f e

v i e w i n g  a s p e c t  of this r o u t e .

M i n i n g  is a l s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r y  in A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  

a r e a  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  m i n i n g  a r e a .  R e c e n t  a s s e s s m e n t s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  officials d o c u m e n t e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of c o m m e r c i a l  o r e

d e p o s i t s .  T h e  e x i s t i n g  r o a d  is i n a d e q u a t e  to s e r v e  this i n d u s t r y

b e c a u s e  of s l o w  m o v i n g  t o u r  b u s  traffic, a n d  it is s u b s t a n d a r d .

f f c k s .  o f  c o m  ( H i  K C i



E n h a n c e  t he S t a t e ' s  a b i l i t y  to a s s u r e  o u r  v i s i t o r s  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  a  

q u a l i t y  e x p e r i e n c e .  M t  M c K i n l e y  is A l a s k a ' s  c r o w n  j e w e l .  A c c e s s  a n d  

v a n t a g e  v i e w i n g  a r e  a t  t he sole d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  U . S .  P a r k  S e r v i c e .  

H o w e v e r  A l a s k a ' s  e n t i r e  tourist i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  S t a t e ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  

s u f f e r  w h e n  v i s i t o r s  r i d e  a n  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  b u s  for s i x  h o u r s  a n d  still 

d o  n o t  g e t  to s e e  t he m a i n  a t t r a c t i o n .

G i v e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  to p r o v i d e  tourist facilities 

t h a t  a r e  n o w  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  b y  t he g o v e r n m e n t  s e c t o r  o r  n o t  b e i n g  

p r o v i d e d  at all. M i n i n g  c l a i m s  in t h e  K a n t i s h n a  a r e a  a r e  p a t e n t e d  

a n d  c a n  b e  u s e d  b y  t h e  p r i v a t e  d e v e l o p e r  to l o c a t e  hotels, l o d g e s ,  

c a m p i n g  p a r k s ,  h o s t e l s  a n d  o t h e r  v i s i t o r s  facilities. T h e  a r e a  p r o ­

v i d e s  a n  u n s u r p a s s e d  v i e w  of M t .  M c K i n l e y  a n d  v i s i t o r s  w o u l d  h a v e  

t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e m a i n  in t h e  a r e a  for l o n g e r  p e r i o d s  i n c r e a s i n g  

t h e i r  c h a n c e s  of s e e i n g  t h e  m o u n t a i n ,  (note, t he c y c l i c  t y p e  w e a t h e r  

t h a t  o c c u r s  d u r i n g  t h e  d r y  i n t e r i o r  s u m m e r  v i r t u a l l y  a s s u r e s  all 

v i s i t o r s  a  v i e w  of t h e  m o u n t a i n  if t h e y  c a n  r e m a i n  t h e r e  for a  d a y  

o r  so.

T h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  is m o r e  s e n s i t i v e  to v i s i t o r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h u s  w h e n  

this s e c t o r  c a t e r s  to o u r  v i s i t o r s  t he r e s u l t s  a r e  h a p p i e r ,  l o n g e r  a n d  

m o r e  r e t u r n  visits. ,

A n  a l t e r n a t e  a c c e s s  to t h e  K a n t i s h n a  a r e a  w o u l d  m a k e  it p o s s i b l e  for 

t h e  p a r k  s e r v i c e  to r e d i r e c t  th e  p a r k  r o a d  traffic t o w a r d  w i l d l i f e  

v i e w i n g .  T h i s  is m o r e  c o m p a t a b l e  to t hat p o r t i o n  of t h e  p a r k ' s  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  ( w i l d e r n e s s ) .  It a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a  m o r e  f o c u s e d  a n d  

q u a l i t y  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g  c o n c e s s i o n .

A  n o r t h e r n  a c c e s s ,  c u r r e n t l y  e c o n o m i c a l l y  v i a b l e  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  K a n ­

t i s h n a  a r e a ,  c a n  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o w a r d  t h e  M c G r a t h  a r e a  to s e r v e  tha t  

a r e a  a s  t h e  n e e d  w a r r a n t s .

*

A  n o r t h e r n  a c c e s s  w o u l d  tie into t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a r k  r o a d ,  m a k i n g  it



p o s s i b l e  to p r o v i d e  a  loop s y s t e m ,  a  l i m i t e d  loop s y s t e m  o r  l i m i t e d  to 

w i l d l i f e  t o u r s .  N o t e  this w o u l d  b e  a  p o p u l a r  c o n c e s s i o n  a n d  w i t h  s o m e  

i m a g i n a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  w o r k e d  in t w o  d i r e c t i o n s .

T h e r e  is less p r e c i p i t a t i o n  o n  th e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  A l a s k a  R a n g e  
*

t h a n  o n  t h e  s o u t h .  T h i s  c a n  b e  d o c u m e n t e d  t h r o u g h  w e a t h e r  r e c o r d s  

b u t  is c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  b y  t h e  l a c k  of g l a c i e r s  o n  t he n o r t h  s i d e  w h e n  

c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e .  S i n c e  v i e w i n g  of t he m o u n t a i n  is of 

p a r a m o u n t  i m p o r t a n c e ,  this a s p e c t  c a n n o t  b e  o v e r l o o k e d  w h e n  e s t a b ­

l i s h i n g  p a r k  facilities, n o r  s h o u l d  t h e  N o r t h  o r  S o u t h  facilities b e  

e x c l u s i v e ,  b o t h  o f fer d i f f e r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  m a k i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t s  n o t  

a n  e i t h e r / o r  d e c i s i o n  b u t  r a t h e r  o n e  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  priorities.

It s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  r e c o g n i z i e d  t h a t  t h e  P a r k  is 

a t t r a c t i o n  t hat c o n s t r u c t i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  facilities will 

p r o p o r t i o n a l  i n c r e a s e  in c a p a c i t y  a s  v i s i t o r s  will 

t h e i r  s t a y  to e x p e r i e n c e  all t h a t  is o f f e r e d .

I s s u e s  a n d  S t r a t e g y  

E s t a b l i s h i n g  a  n o r t h e r n  a c c e s s  will r e q u i r e  c a r e f u l  p l a n n i n g  a n d  is 

s u b j e c t  to s t i p u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in the N a t i o n a l  I n t erest L a n d s  A c t  

a s  w ell a s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  of 1969. It will 

b e  s u b j e c t  to critical r e v i e w ,  o r g a n z i e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  p h i l o s o p h i ­

cal o p p o s i t i o n .

P r o v i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  in t h e  N a t i o n a l  Interest L a n d s  A c t  to 

m a n d a t e  a c c e s s  d e c c i s i o n  o n  a t i m e l y  b a s i s .  W h e n  t he e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

d o c u m e n t  is officially s t a r t e d  a  t i m e  f r a m e  a l s o  s t a rts. T h i s  is a n  

a d v a n t a g e ,  if t h e  S t a t e  h a s  t h e  p r o j e c t  w e l l  in o r d e r .  H o w e v e r ,  it 

c a n  b e  a  d e t r i m e n t  if t h e  S t a t e  is u n p r e p a r e d  to d e a l  w i t h  all the 

i s s u e s  t h a t  m a y  s u r f a c e ,  r e s u l t i n g  in a  d e c i s i o n  that m a y  n o t  b e  in. 

t h e  b e s t  interest of t h e  S t a t e .  If t h a t  s h o u l d  o c c u r ,  the a b i l i t y  to 

a p p e a l  is l i m i t e d  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  m a y  b e  r e q u'ired to b e g a n  the p r o c e s s  

all o v e r .  B e c a u s e  of this, it is i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t he D O T P F  e n s u r e  t h a t

s u c h  a  m a j o r  

n o t  p r o v i d e  a 

elect to e x t e n d



all i n t e r e s t e d  e n i t i e s  a r e  i n v o l v e d ,  all i s s u e s  i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  all 

d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  a g e n c i e s  b e  a s  m u c h  in a c c o r d  a s  p o s s i b l e  p r i o r  to 

s t a r t i n g  t h e  c l o c k .

T h i s  c a n  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  p h a s e  to the 

n o r m a l  l o c a t i o n  p h a s e  of a  p r o j e c t .  G e n e r a l l y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  r e p o r t  a n d  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d o c u m e n t  a r e  p r e p a r e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  time. In this c a s e  

it is r e c o m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  D O T P F  p r e p a r e  a  d r a f t  l o c a t i o n  r e p o r t  a n d  

in s o  • d o i n g  i d e n t i f y  a n d  r e s o l v e  all i s s u e s  w i t h  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  

a g e n c i e s  to g a i n  a s  m u c h  of a  c o n s e n s u s  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e n  b e g i n  the 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d o c u m e n t .  T h e  l o c a t i o n  r e p o r t  w o u l d  b e  f i n a l i z e d  c o n ­

c u r r e n t  w i t h  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d o c u m e n t .

P r o j e c t  d e s c r i p t i o n

A c c e s s  to K a n t i s h n a  v i a  t he n o r t h  h a s  t h r e e  m a j o r  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  t h e y  

a r e :

1. V i a  th e  S t a m p e d e  trail to S t a m p e d e  t h e n  t h r o u g h  foot hills to

K a n t i s h n a .

2. V i a  t h e  o l d  s l e d  trail l e a v i n g  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  n e a r  R e x .

3. V i a  t he p r o p o s e d  N e n a n a  A g r i c u l t u r e  a c c e s s  r o a d  to the

K a n t i s h n a  R i v e r  t h e n  u p r i v e r  to K a n t i s h n a  (note, the r o u t e  to

t h e  K a n t i s h n a  R i v e r  is a l r e a d y  d e s i g n e d ) .

It is p r e m a t u r e  to s p e c u l a t e  o n  w h i c h  a l t e r n a t e  is th e  m o s t  a t t r a c t­

ive. All h a v e  a t t r a c t i v e  a s p e c t s .  S o m e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  i n v e s t i g a t e d  

to s o m e  d e g r e e  a n d  s o m e  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  It is

c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  th e  final r o u t i n g  will b e  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  of these.

T h e  r o a d  itself will b e  a  m a j o r  h i g h w a y  a n d  p r o b a b l y  h a v e  to b e

w i d e n  to f o u r  l a n e s  b y  t h e  y e a r  2 0 2 0 .  I n i t ially it s h o u l d  b e  p a v e d  

w i t h  t w o  12' l a n e s  a n d  8' s h o u l d e r s .  A l i g n m e n t  a n d  g r a d e  s h o u l d  b e  

d e s i g n e d  for 55  m p h  a n d  s h o u l d  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of t h e  s c e n i c

o p p o r t u n t i e s .  T h e  r o a d  s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  a n d  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a  S t a t e



r

F u n d i n g

I m m e d i a t e  f u n d i n g  n e e d s  a r e  for t h e  l o c a t i o n  p h a s e .  D u r i n g  t h a t  

p h a s e  the m e r i t s  of t h e  p r o j e c t  will b e  d o c u m e n t e d ,  s t a n d a r d s  

a d o p t e d ,  a l i g n m e n t  c h o s e n  a n d  p r e l i m i n a r y  c o s t s  d e v e l o p e d .  T h e

p r o j e c t  will h a v e  l o c a t i o n  a p p r o v a l  w i t h  a u t h o r i t y  to d e s i g n  a n d  

c o n s t r u c t  o r  it will b e  d e t e r m i n e  to b e  in t h e  b e s t  inter e s t  of t he 

S t a t e  o r  N a t i o n  n o t  to p r o c e e d .

B e c a u s e  of t h e  s e n s i t i v e  n a t u r e  of t h e  p r o j e c t  t h e  D O T P F  s h o u l d  a l l o w  

a m p l e  l e a d  t i m e  a n d  f u n d i n g  to e n s u r e  that l o c a t i o n  d o c u m e n t s  will 

s t a n d  u p  to c l o s e  s c r u t i n i t y .  A t  this t i m e  t he c o s t  to a c c o m p l i s h  this 

is e s t i m a t e d  at $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  w i t h  a  t i m e  f r a m e  of t h r e e  y e a r s .

T h i s  w o r k  e n t a i l s  field s u r v e y s  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  r e s e a r c h ,  c o n c e p -  

tal d e s i g n ,  e c o n o m i c  a n a l y s i s ,  c o m p a r s i o n  of a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  i n d e p t h  

a g e n c y  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  i n v o l v e m e m t .  T h e  c o m p l e t e d  p r o d u c t  

will i n c l u d e :

- a p p r o v e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  4(f) d e t e r m i n a t i o n

- a p p r o v e d  l o c a t i o n  s t u d y  r e p o r t

- c e r t i f i e d  l o c a t i o n  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  d o c u m e n t s

- d r a f t  soils r e p o r t

Scenic Route.

-location approval.



IN REPLY REFER TO!

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r

A 2 2 ( A R O - S A )  

F e b r u a r y  13, 1985

N A T I O N A L  P A R K  S E R V I C E

A L A S K A  R E G I O N A L  OFFICE 

2525 Gambell Street, R o o m  107 

Anchorage, Alaska 99503 • 2892

F E B  1 9.1985.

H o n o r a b l e  J a c k  C o g h i l l  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  

P o u c h  V

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k s  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l :

We a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  r e q u e s t  for o ur r e v i e w  a n d  c o m m e n t s  o n  S e n a t e  B i l l  

49 a n d  the a c c o m p a n y i n g  r e p o r t  a n d  r o u t e  map .

As  y o u  r e c o g n i z e ,  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  P r e s e r v e  is a m a j o r  r e s o u r c e  

a n d  a s s e t  to b o t h  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  a n d  the n a t i o n .  I b e l i e v e  it is 

i n c u m b e n t  u p o n  al l  of us at the s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  l e v e l s  to w o r k  t o g e t h e r  

to a s s u r e  tha t  the e x p e r i e n c e  for the v i s i t o r  is e n j o y a b l e  a n d  tha t  t he 

w i l d l i f e  a n d  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  of the p a r k  a r e  p r e s e r v e d .

W e  a g r e e  w i t h  a n d  s u p p o r t  the g o a l  of i m p r o v i n g  t h e  v i s i t o r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e .  

H o w e v e r ,  it w o u l d  be i n a p p r o p r i a t e  f or the N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  to t a k e  

a p o s i t i o n  o n  the p r o p o s e d  b i l l  to a p p r o p r i a t e  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  a s t a t e  f e a s i­

b i l i t y  s t u d y  of a n o r t h e r n  a c c e s s  route. As  y o u r  s t u d y  r e c o g n i z e s ,  t h e  

A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  I n t e r e s t  L a n d s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A c t  ( A N I L C A )  a n d  the N a t i o n a l  

E n v i r c  n e n t a l  P o l i c y  A c t  set f o rth p r o c e d u r e s  for a n a l y s i s  a n d  c o n s i d e r a­

ti o n  w h i c h  m u s t  be  f o l l o w e d  b e f o r e  a n y  d e c i s i o n  to a l l o w  a c c e s s  a c r o s s  

a n a t i o n a l  park. T i t l e  XI of A N I L C A  s e t s  f o r t h  the p r o c e s s  f or r e v i e w i n g  

an d  p e r m i t t i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a n e w  a c c e s s  r o u t e .

T h e  q u a l i t y  of the v i s i t o r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  in D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  h a s  b e e n  

a m a j o r  c o n c e r n  w i t h i n  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  As  y o u  k n o w ,  w e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  

in the p r o c e s s  of d e s i g n i n g  a n e w  v i s i t o r  a c c e s s  c e n t e r  n e a r  t he p a r k  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  we  w i l l  s o o n  be c o n t r a c t i n g  w i t h  a n o t h e r  l o c a l  f i r m  for 

the d e s i g n  of th e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of D e n a l i  P a r k  H o t e l .  R e c o m m e n d e d  b u d g e t­

ing for t h e s e  two p r o j e c t s  t o t a l s  $ 1 4 . 2  m i l l i o n .  In a d d i t i o n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

$15 m i l l i o n  is p r o g r a m m e d  for i m p r o v e m e n t s  o n  the D e n a l i  P a r k  Road.

A  d r a f t  g e n e r a l  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  fo r  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  w i l l  be r e l e a s e d  

in M a r c h  for p u b l i c  r e v i e w  an d  c o m m e n t .  T h i s  p l a n  i n v i t e s  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  

on a l t e r n a t t i v e  w a y s  of i m p r o v i n g  the v i s i t o r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  w h i l e  p r e s e r v i n g  

the w i l d l i f e  a nd n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  w h i c h  t h e y  coftie to see. A s  s o o n  as it 

is a v a i l a b l e  we w i l l  sen d  c o p i e s  of t h i s  d r a f t  p l a n  to y o u  a n d  m e m b e r s  

of the S e n a t e  a nd H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e s .  We  w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e  

y o u r  t h o u g h t s  a nd r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .



T h i s  s u m m e r  we w i l l  a l s o  be  w o r k i n g  w i t h  the S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s  a n d  the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  u n d e r  

a c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t  to i n v e s t i g a t e  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f or d e v e l o p i n g  

v i s i t o r  a c c e s s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  o n  the s o u t h  s i d e  of the A l a s k a  R a n g e .  W e  

w e r e  p l e a s e d  to n o t e  that y o u r  r e p o r t  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  the 

n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  s i d e s  is n ot an e i t h e r  or  s i t u a t i o n ,  a nd t hat the s o u t h  

s i d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o u l d  o f f e r  v i s i t o r s  a d i f f e r e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  in a l a n d s c a p e  

w h i c h  is m u c h  in c o n t r a s t  to tha t  of the n o r t h .  F u r t h e r ,  it is i m p o r t a n t  

to d i s t r i b u t e  the p o i n t s  of  a c c e s s  to t he n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  of  t h e  Mt. 

M c K i n l e y  m a s s i f  so tha t  t h e y  a re r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  f r o m  b o t h  A n c h o r a g e  

a n d  F a i r b a n k s .  We w i l l  k e e p  y o u  i n f o r m e d  of t h e  r e s u l t s  of  thi s  c o o p e r a t i v e  

s t u d y  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  to y o u r  c o m m e n t s .

S i n c e r e l

R e ^ l o n a k ^ D i r e c t o r

M a s k a / E e g i o n

cc:

C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  

M e m b e r s  of S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e s



BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  F I S H  A N D  G A  M E

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER Z I Z Z H T Z k* s m ,
PHONE: 9071465-4100

F e b ru a ry  26, 1985

M r. John M anly 
Com m ittee A ide 
Senate T r a n s p o r ta t io n  

Com m ittee 
c /o  S e n a to r C o g h il l  
A la s k a  S ta te  Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear M r. M a n ly :

T h is  l e t t e r  i s  i n  response t o  y o u r re q u e s t dated F e b ru ary  9, 
1985, t h a t  th e  d ep artm en t p re p a re  a b r i e f  s ta te m e n t on th e  
f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  v a lu e s  and p o t e n t ia l  im p acts  a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  an e x te n s io n  o f  th e  s t a t e  highw ay system  to  K a n tis h n a  
v ia  th r e e  a l t e r n a t iv e  r o u te s  from  th e  Parks Highway. I t  i s  
our u n d e rs ta n d in g  t h a t  th e  th r e e  a l t e r n a t iv e s  under 
c o n s id e r a t io n  in c lu d e  a ccess:

1. V ia  th e  Stampede T r a i l  to  Stampede th e n  th ro u g h  
th e  f o o t h i l l s  to  K a n tis h n a ;

2. V ia  th e  Rex T r a i l  - t o  th e  K a n tis h n a  R iv e r  th e n  
u p r iv e r  to  K a n tis h n a ;

3. V ia  th e  proposed N en a n a -T o tc h ak e t A g r ic u ltu r e  
access road t o  th e  K a n tis h n a  R iv e r  th e n  u p r iv e r  to  
K a n tis h n a .

Our H a b ita t  D iv is io n  has perform ed a re v ie w  o f  th e  
a l t e r n a t iv e s .  An a b b re v ia te d  summary o f  th e  f i s h  and 
w i l d l i f e  v a lu e s  and th e  d e p a rtm e n t's  recom m endations 
r e l a t i v e  to  th e  th r e e  a l t e r n a t iv e  ro u te s  f o l lo w s .

A lt e r n a t iv e  #1 -  Stampede T r a i l :  W i l d l i f e  v a lu e s  a d ja c e n t
to  t h i s  ro u te  are  m oderate to  h ig h  in  im p o rta n c e . B la c k  
b e a r, g r i z z l y  b e a r, moose, c a r ib o u , ana a v a r ie t y  o f  
fu r b e a r e r s  are p r e s e n t. D a l i  sheep are p re s e n t a lo ng  th e  
n o r th  f la n k  o f  th e  A la s k a  Range to  th e  im m ediate s o u th . The 
M c K in le y  C a rib o u  Herd h i s t o r i c a l l y  u t i l i z e d  t h i s  area as 
prim e o v e r w in te r in g  and l im i t e d  c a lv in g  h a b it a t .  A lth o u g h  
p o p u la t io n  abundance i s  c u r r e n t ly  lo w , an e xp a n sio n  o f  th e  
herd s iz e  w i l l  n e c e s s ita te  use o f  t h i s  h i s t o r ic  rang e. The

D ^ P h R - T r w E M T  O F  F I S H - ^  ( S f t f A E .
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proposed ro u te  a ls o  tr a n s e c ts  im p o r ta n t moose f a l l  and 
w in te r  c o n c e n tr a tio n  a re a s . R e c r e a t io n a l and s u b s is te n c e  
use i s  m oderate and occurs p re d o m in a te ly  a lo n g  th e  Stampede 
T r a i l .  T ra p p in g  i n t e n s i t y  i s  m oderate t o  h eavy.

A lt e r n a t iv e  #2 -  Rex T r a i l :  F is h  and w i l d l i f e  v a lu e s
a d ja c e n t to  t h i s  r o u te  are m oderate to  h ig h  in  im p o rta n c e . 
B la c k  b e a r, g r i z z l y  b e a r, moose and a v a r ie t y  o f  fu rb e a re rs  
are p re s e n t in  m oderate numbers th ro u g h o u t m ost o f  th e  a re a . 
S ig n i f ic a n t  p o p u la t io n s  o f  th e s e  s p e c ie s , how ever, are 
p re s e n t w it h in  th e  Nenana, T e k la n ik a ,  T o k la t ,  and K a n tis h n a  
R iv e r  r ip a r ia n  c o r r id o r s .  R e c r e a t io n a l and s u b s is te n c e  use 
i s  m oderate to  heavy w it h in  th e s e  r i v e r  c o r r id o r s .  Human use 
o u ts id e  o f  th e se  c o r r id o r s  i s  l im i t e d .

The p o r t io n s  o f  th e  upper K a n tis h n a  R iv e r  and Bearpaw R iv e r  
d ra in a g e s  a f fe c t e d  by t h i s  ro u te  are  c o n s id e re d  c r i t i c a l  
w a te r fo w l h a b it a t  a re a s , p r o v id in g  n e s t in g  and m o lt in g  
h a b it a t  f o r  h ig h  c o n c e n tr a tio n s  o f  s e v e r a l s p e c ie s  o f  
w a te rfo w l and s to p o v e r s i t e s  f o r  cranes and o th e r  s p e c ie s  
t h a t  u t i l i z e  th e  w e ste rn  I n t e r i o r .

The T o k la t  R iv e r  S p rin g s  lo c a te d  a t  th e  c o n flu e n c e  o f  th e  
T o k la t  and Sushana R iv e r s  s u p p o rts  th e  la r g e s t  known 
p o p u la t io n  o f  f a l l  chum salm on i n  A la s k a  and i s  e s tim a te d  to  
c o n tr ib u te  27% o f  th e  com m ercial and s u b s is te n c e  f a l l  chum 
salmon h a r v e s t in  th e  Yukon and Tanana R iv e r  f is h e r ie s  
downstream from  th e  mouth o f  th e  K a n tis h n a  R iv e r .  The 
s p r in g 's  area a ls o  su p p o rts  a s m a ll p o p u la t io n  (5 0 0 -60 0 ) o f  
o v e r w in te r in g  m a lla r d s  w hich  i s  b e lie v e d  to  be th e  n o r­
th e rn -m o s t fre s h w a te r  w a te r fo w l w in t e r in g  area in  N o rth  
A m erica. The T o k la t  R iv e r  S p r in g s ' f a l l  chum salm on 
spawning area i s  c o n s id e re d  c r i t i c a l  h a b it a t  and has been 
nom inated f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e s ig n a t io n .

A lt e r n a t iv e  #3 -  T o tc h a k e t A g r ic u lt u r e  Access Road and
E x te n s io n : Based upon th e  l im i t e d  d a ta  p r e s e n t ly  a v a i la b le ,
m ost o f  th e  area a d ja c e n t to  t h i s  r o u te  appears t o  have
m oderate to  low f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  h a b it a t  v a lu e .  R ecrea­
t i o n a l  h u n t in g ,  s u b s is te n c e  use and tr a p p in g  a ls o  appear to  
v e ry  l i g h t  in  th e  a re a . There are  no c r i t i c a l  h a b it a t  areas 
y e t  i d e n t i f i e d .  From th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  p o t e n t ia l  im p a c ts , 
th e  d e p a rtm e n t's  p r im a ry  concerns are  r e la t e d  to  th o se
p o r t io n s  o f  th e  r o u te  w hich  are (1) a d ja c e n t to  th e
K a n tis h n a  R iv e r  (w hich i s  a d e s ig n a te d  anadromous f i s h
stream ) o r (2) r e q u ir e  c ro s s in g s  o f  r e s id e n t  f i s h  stre a m s. 
R a th e r th a n  in f lu e n c in g  ro u te  s e le c t io n ,  th e s e  concerns are 
n o rm a lly  addressed by th e  d e p a rtm e n t, v ia  i t s  AS 16 a u th o r ­
i t i e s ,  th ro u g h  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  adequate m it ig a t in g  measures 
as a component o f  ro u te  d e s ig n  and c o n s t r u c t io n .
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Recom m endations: From th e  s o le  s ta n d p o in t  o f  m in im iz in g
im pacts to  f i s h  and w i l d l i f e  o r  t h e i r  h a b it a t s ,  th e  
departm ent p r e fe r s  t h a t  any e x te n s io n  o f  th e  s ta te  highw ay 
system  to  K a n tis h n a  be a lig n e d  a lo n g  th e  A lt e r n a t iv e  #3 -  
N en an a-T o tch ak et A g r ic u lt u r e  Access Road and E x te n s io n  
r o u te .

The departm ent a p p re c ia te s  th e  Senate T r a n s p o r ta t io n  Commit­
t e e 's  s o l i c i t a t i o n  o f  o u r concerns and recom m endations. We 
rem ain a v a i la b le  t o  p ro v id e  a d d it io n a l  in fo r m a t io n  as may be 
needed.



a  a  W e s t o u r s

Feb ru a ry  26, 1985
MAR 4

Senator Ja c k  C o g h ill, Chairman 
Senate Tran sp o rta tio n  Committee 
A LA S K A  S T A T E  L E G IS L A T U R E  
Pouch V
Ju n eau , AK  99811 

Dear Senator C o g h ill:

I have read yo u r Senate B ill #49 and agree w holeheartedly that now is 
the time to a g ress ive ly  pu rsue  the development o f a road to K an tish n a . 
M t. M cK in ley is one o f A laska 's  g reatest a s se ts , how ever, many people 
have a d isappointing  experience in the P a rk  because of inadequate 
fac ilit ie s  and limited view ing  opportun ities. A lthough we w ill n eve r be 
able to guarantee a view o f the m ountain, increased  access and fac ilit ie s  
would provide us w ith an increased opportun ity  to sa t is fy  the A laska

We g rea tly  appreciate yo u r in te rest in th is  v ita l segment and fu lly  support 
the e ffo rts  to begin th is  p ro ject.

v is ito rs

I f  we can be o f any fu rth e r  assistance  please let me know.

Thomas C . Tdugas 
V ice  P resident
T R A N SP O R TA T IO N  D IV IS IO N
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BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

O FFICE OF M INERAL DEVELOPM ENT

PO U C H  EE
J U N E A U , A L A S K A  99811 
P H O N E : 46 5-2 0 2 3

March 4, 1985

MAR 4 1985

The Honorable Jack Coghill 
Chairman
Senate Transportation Committee 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Coghill:

The Office of Mineral Development has reviewed SB 49 calling for a 
feasibility study on building the Kantishna access highway.

The Kantishna area has long been recognized for its substantial gold 
resource. Numerous mining claims have been patented. In addition to 
gold, significant deposits of strategic metals such as tungsten and 
antimony have been discovered in the area. With access, the region has 

much enhanced potential to become once again a significant productive 

mining region.

Currently, traffic on the Denali Park road is restricted by the National 
Park Service which severely limits mining activity at Kantishna. This 
restriction also limits Alaska's rapidly growing visitor industry.
Access would allow entry to Denali National Park to many more people now 
unable to visit because of the severe travel restrictions in effect on 
the Denali Highway. The Kantishna access would enable firms in the 
travel industry to construct additional hotels and visitor facilities on 
privately held land at Kantishna. Additionally, it would greatly 
facilitate the expanded used of the Stampede Mine as a training property 
for mining students from the University of Alaska.

Of the three alternative routes being considered, this office supports 
the Old Stampede Road route. This is the shortest of the options being 
considered. It makes use of a long established trail to Stampede and 

requires a relatively short extension through the foothills connecting 
Stampede to Kantishna.

Sincerely,

Director

JFS/cwREGLR3/Coghil1 

3485a
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BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A N D  P U B L I C  F A C I L I T I E S POUCH ZJUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: (9071 465-3000

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 8 5

R e :  S B  4 9 ;  F e a s i b i l i t y  o f

B u i l d i n g  a  R o a d  t o  

K a n t i s h n a

A  r o a d  t o  K a n t i s h n a  w o u l d  h a v e  t w o  m a j o r  e c o n o m i c  a d v a n t a g e s .  

F i r s t ,  i t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  n o r t h e r n  a c c e s s  f o r  t o u r i s t s  i n t o  

D e n a l i  P a r k .  T h e  I n t e r i o r  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S t u d y  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  

w i t h i n  t w e n t y  y e a r s  s u c h  a n  a c c e s s  c o u l d  g e n e r a t e  5 , 0 0 0  v e h i c l e s  

a  d a y  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  r o a d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  

a c c e s s  f o r  m i n i n g  i n  t h e  K a n t i s h n a  a r e a ,  a n d  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  

e x t e n s i o n  t o  t h e  K u s k o k w i m  V a l l e y .

T h e  p o s s i b l e  b e n e f i t s  t o  b e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h i s  p r o j e c t  c o m p a r e  

f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  o t h e r  m a j o r  s y s t e m  e x t e n s i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  e x t e n s i o n  

o f  C h e n a  H o t  S p r i n g s  R o a d  t o  T w i n  M o u n t a i n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  

r o a d  t o  t h e  S l a t e  C r e e k  a s b e s t o s  d e p o s i t  o r  a  m a j o r  r a i l  

e x t e n s i o n .

P r o v i d e d  w e  r e c e i v e  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  

t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  t h r o u g h  l o c a t i o n  a p p r o v a l  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  

t a k e  a b o u t  2 7  m o n t h s  t o  c o m p l e t e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  t i m e f r a m e ,  w e  

r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e  l a p s e  d a t e  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 8 7 .

T h e  a m o u n t  o f  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  i s  a d e q u a t e .

25A-T1LH D o t / p p



BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

POUCH E
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
P' ONE: 465-2010
TELEX: 45331

D IV IS IO N  OF TOURISM

February 25, 1985

The Honorable Jack Coghill 

Chairman
Senate Transportation Committee 
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Coghill:

Since statehood, Denali National Park and majestic Mt. McKinley have been 
one of Alaska's major travel attractions. A recent research report 
released by our Division of Tourism and compiled by the Department of 

Labor entitled "Alaska Traveler Survey and Visitor Industry Analysis 

1983" shows that more than 70 percent of summer highway pleasure visitors 
indicated they had visited Anchorage and Fairbanks and 60 percent of 
these visitors reported they had visited Mt. McKinley/Denali.

Certainly a growing need for access into and through the park suggests 
that alternative access be explored. The legislation you have proposed 
in SB 49 calling for a feasibility study of building the Kantishna Access 
Highway would be a step in this direction.

Because traffic to the park continues to grow and considering the time
needed to conduct a feasibility study, the sooner the necessary
engineering and cost information is compiled, the sooner our State can
move to have some control over the traffic flow to this unique vacation 

destination. The more visitors who can view the mountain and enjoy our 
wildlife, the more who will return home with an unequalled vacation 
experience.

Best regards

r ‘

Don Dickey 
Director

DD/wfsl752W

22585a
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A p r i l  3, 1985

The H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i /  S i d 0 y o c A O O  
317 H a r t  B u i l d i n g  |

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 2 0 5 1 0

D e a r  F r a n k :

D u r i n g  th i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
C o m m i t t e e ,  of w h i c h  I am c h a i r m a n ,  has c o n s i d e r e d  a p r o p o s a l  
to c o n s t r u c t  a K a n t i s h n a  a c c e s s  r o a d  n o r t h  of the A l a s k a  
R a n g e  to c o n n e c t  the K a n t i s h n a  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y .

O u r  S t a t e ' s  m o s t  p o p u l a r  t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n ,  the v i e w i n g  of 
Mt. M c K i n l e y ,  has d i s a p p o i n t e d  m a n y  t o u r i s t s  b e c a u s e  
i n c l e m e n t  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v e n t  a d e q u a t e  v i e w i n g  of the 
m o u n t a i n .  S u m m e r  t o u r i s t s  p l a n  well in a d v a n c e  to v i s i t  o u r  

g r e a t  s t a t e  and the c o n t i n e n t ' s  h i g h e s t  m o u n t a i n .  A c c o r d i n g  
to D e n a l i  P a r k  o f f i c i a l s  o v e r  5 0 %  of the v i s i t o r s  do not 
e v e n  g e t  a g l i m p s e  of Mt. M c K i n l e y  b e c a u s e  c r o w d e d  

c o n d i t i o n s  on the p a r k  r o a d  and at p a r k  f a c i l i t i e s  do n o t  
a l l o w  t h e m  to s t a y  unt i l  the w e a t h e r  c l e a r s .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  h i g h w a y  will h e l p  s o l v e  t h i s  p r o b l e m  by 

p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  to m a n y  e x c e l l e n t  v i e w p o i n t s  of the 
m o u n t a i n .  T h e  road will a l s o  a l l o w  a c c e s s  to p r i v a t e  
p r o p e r t y  in the area w h i c h  c a n  be u s e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  

the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of n e w  h o t e l s  a n d  t o u r i s t  f a c i l i t i e s .  

T o u r i s t s  can t h e n  be a s s u r e d  of a m o r e  s a t i s f y i n g  v i s i t  to 

the p a r k ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  a m o r e  p l e a s u r a b l e  f rip to A l a s k a .

I h a v e  r e c e i v e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  f r o m  a v a r i e t y  of i n t e r e s t e d  
g r o u p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r i v a t e  t o u r  g r o u p s  and the A l a s k a  S t a t e  
D i v i s i o n  of T o u r i s m  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  n e e d  to d e v e l o p  this 

p r o j e c t .

T o u r i s m  is A l a s k a ' s  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y .  In l i g h t  o f  
the S t a t e ' s  d e c l i n i n g  oil r e v e n u e s ,  it s e e m s  p r u d e n t  to me 
th a t  we i n v e s t  in this g r o w i n g  s e c t o r .

U £ T T £ £ - T O  D E L £ & A T [ O N J



T h e  p r o p o s e d  r o a d  to K a n t i s h n a  w o u l d  n o t  o n l y  h a v e  p o s i t i v e  
e f f e c t s  on the D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d  A l a s k a ' s  t o u r i s t  
i n d u s t r y ,  it w o u l d  a l s o  b e n e f i t  the m i n i n g  i n d u s t r y .

T h e  A l a s k a  M i n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and its 2 0 0 0  m e m b e r s  h a v e  
e x t e n d e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  M a n y  ri c h  m i n e r a l  d e p o s i t s  ar e 
b e i n g  w o r k e d  - or h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  - in the K a n t i s h n a  
a r e a ,  a n d  the e x i s t i n g  a c c e s s  r o a d  is l i m i t e d  f o r  m i n e r s  to 

c e r t a i n  n i g h t t i m e  h o u r s  in the s u m m e r .

P r e s e n t l y ,  m i n i n g  t r u c k s  c a n n o t  c o m p e t e  w i t h  t o u r  b u s e s  
w h i c h  u s e  the r o a d  all d a y  long. A n e w  h i g h w a y  wi l l  s o l v e  
this p r o b l e m  a n d  s h o u l d  e n a b l e  f u r t h e r  m i n i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t .

T h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r y  will a l s o  s h a r e  the b e n e f i t s  of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a h i g h w a y .  R i c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  e x i s t s  in 
the a r e a .  E a s y  a c c e s s  to t h e s e  l a n d s  w i l l  be of v a l u e .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  is in 
the p r o c e s s  of a d o p t i n g  a f i v e - y e a r  p l a n  to a n s w e r  
o u r  h i g h w a y  p r o b l e m s .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  K a n t i s h n a  H i g h w a y  
is p a r t  of t h a t  a n s w e r ;  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  we c o n s i d e r  the 
g r o w i n g  p r e s s u r e  of v i s i t o r s  on D e n a l i  a n d  the p i v o t a l  r o l e  
s u c h  a r o a d  w o u l d  play. F e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  will be n e c e s s a r y  
to s t u d y  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  this p r o j e c t .  I u r g e  y o u  to c o n s i d e r  
the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the K a n t i s h n a  A c c e s s  H i g h w a y  a n d  look 
f o r w a r d  to y o u r  reply.

E n c l o s e d  w i t h  t h i s  l e t t e r  is a s y n o p s i s  of the K a n t i s h n a  
A c c e s s  H i g h w a y  a n d  v a r i o u s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  in s u p p o r t  of t h i s  

p r o p o s a 1.
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