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A p r i l  5 , 1986

S e n a te  'S r a n s p o r ta t to n  (Eommtitee

TO: A l l  Committee Members

Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

FROM: Committee S t a f f

RE : SB 4 6 1 , An Act r e la t i n g  to  th e  naming o f  the R ob e rt J .  M i t c h e l l
Expressway

SB 461 p rop o se s  to  name a s e c t io n  o f  the Sou th  F a irb an k s  Expressway 
between the P a rk s  Highway and A i r p o r t  Road in te rc h an g e  to  the R ic h a rd son  
Highway a f t e r  R ob e rt J .  M i t c h e l l .

S e c t . l  o f  the b i l l  la y s  o u t background in fo rm a t io n  abou t M r. M i t c h e l l  
e x p la in in g  why the naming i s  a p p ro p r ia te .

On March 27 a p u b lic  h e a r in g  was h e ld  in  F a irb a n k s  to  g a th e r comments 
re g a rd in g  the nam ing. O f the tw en ty p e o p le  t e s t i f y i n g ,  16 were in  fa v o r  
o f  naming the road  the R ob e rt J .  M i t c h e l l  Exp ressw ay . E n c lo sed  in  y ou r 
p a c k e ts  i s  th e  w r i t t e n  te s t im on y  from  the  p u b lic  h e a r in g .
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Sen Jan 1'aik.i
Sen Joe Jcscplison

Text from  P u b lic  H ea rin g  in  F a irb a n k s  

T hu rsd ay , March 2 7 , 1986 

On House B i l l  6 6 4 , Sena te  B i l l  461 

12 Noon t o  Two P .M ., N oe l Wien P u b lic  L ib r a r y

S e n a to r  C o g h i l l

"O kay , we w i l l  b r in g  o u r  p u b lic  h e a r in g  to  o rd e r  and i t s  1 2 :1 0  p .m . and 
i t s  th e  2 7 th  o f  March 1 986 . The pu rp o se  o f  th e  h e a r in g  today  i s  to  
d is c u s s  and g a th e r o p in io n s  on House B i l l  664 and Senate B i l l  4 6 1 , Both 
e n t i t l e d  an a c t  r e la t i n g  to  naming the R ob e rt J .  M i t c h e l l  E xp ressw ay .
My name i s  Ja ck  C o g h i l l  and I  am cha irm an o f  th e  Senate  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  
Comm ittee . I t  i s  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  h o ld  th e  h e a r in g . In  o rd e r  f o r  
us to  name a road  o r  a exp ressw ay a f t e r  a p e rs o n  u s in g  f e d e r a l  fu nd s we 
have to  have a p u b lic  h e a r in g  in  th e  a re a  in  which i t  i s  go ing  to  
e f f e c t .

I  have known Bob M it c h e l l  f o r  as lo n g  a s  I  can r e c a l l ,  I  remember when 
he was w ork ing  w ith  the  o ld  ro a d  com m iss ion . A f t e r  we a l l  g o t ou t o f  
th e  s e rv ic e  he had a lr e a d y  s t a r t e d  h is  t ru c k  and t r a c t o r  b u s in e s s . A 
l o t  o f  us b o y s , when we g o t o u t o f  th e  s e r v i c e ,  the f i r s t  p la c e  th a t  we 
went was to  w ork w ith  Bobby M i t c h e l l .  We w ere e i t h e r  g re a s in g  c a ts  o r
w o rk in g  in  one way o r  a n o th e r . I t  was h i s  way o f  k eep ing  the  home town
boys g o in g . A f t e r  he expanded to  th e  p o in t  th a t  he had a f r e i g h t  
s e r v ic e  and go t in v o lv e d  w ith  Ghemm Company and was in v o lv e d  and was a 
trem endous s u p p o r te r  o f  the I n t e r i o r  o f  A la s k a . . . t h e  pu rpose o f  
p r o je c t in g  t h i s  name fo rw a rd  as f a r  as th e  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  com m ittee i s  
concerned  i s  th a t  i t  i s  tim e th a t  we in  A la s k a  s t a r t  naming some o f  ou r 
ro a d  and r ig h t s - o f -w a y s  a f t e r  o u r o ld  t im e rs  th a t  a re  ou r 
c o n tem p o ra r ie s . We have p e o p le  s ig n in g  up , and as you come in  we would 
l i k e  you to  come fo rw a rd  and s i t  on one o f  th e  f r o n t  s e a ts  so th a t  we
can tap e  you and pu t you in  th e  r e c o r d . "

S e n a to r C o g h i l l  re ad  the  l e t t e r  from  B ruce S t a c e r ,  da ted  March 2 6 , 1986 .



Testimony from Public Hearing
March 27, 1986
Page 2

Testim ony G iven

F ra n c is  E r ic k s o n  
1205 10 th  Avenue 
F a irb a n k s , AK 99701 
4 5 6 -5 3 5 8
" I  am a ls o  a l i f e  lo n g  A la sk a n , I  have l i v e d  in  F a irb a n k s  f o r  64 y e a r s .
I  b e l ie v e  th a t  t h i s  i s  v e ry  f i n e  and v e ry  commendable, how eve r, th e re  
a re  a l o t  o f  o th e r  p io n e e r  t ru c k e r s  in  t h i s  c o u n t ry  th a t  have n o t had 
much r e c o g n i t i o n , l i k e  Gezzy ( s p e l l i n g ? )  and Roggy ( s p e l l i n g ? )  j u s t  to  
name two. I  th in k  th a t  i t  i s  abou t tim e th a t  we g e t th e se  o ld e r  t im e rs  
i n .  As f a r  as a p io n e e r  t r u c k e r ,  o f  c o u rs e , Bobby s t a r t e d  in  1945 -4 6  
a f t e r  the w a r; and h is  p a r tn e r  G e rh a t ty , and h i s  f a m i ly ,  a re  c e r t a i n ly  
w e l l know h e re . They have extended th e m je lv e s  o v e r q u ite  some expanse . 
C lyde  i s  go ing  to  be the g rand p re s id e n t  o f  th e  g rand ig lo o  h a re  in  a 
c oup le  o f  y e a r s .  I  t h in k  th a t  he d e se rv e s  some re c o g n i t io n  a ls o .

There a re  q u ite  a few  h e re , and as f a r  as th e  R a i lr o a d  Spur and the 
M it c h e l l  ra c e  way and so on , th e re  a re  o th e r  p a r tn e rs  in  th a t  e n t e rp r is e  
th a t  n e ve r have re c e iv e d  some r e c o g n i t i o n  e i t h e r .  I  d on ’ t  know i f  you 
have to  be deceased to  re c e iv e  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  b u t i t  k ind  o f  seems th a t  
way. I  th in k  th a t  i t  i s  abou t tim e th a t  we tu rn ed  to  some o f  th e  o th e rs  
h e re . D o n 't  m isu n d e rs tand , I  was a f r i e n d  o f  Bob M i t c h e l l ' s  and knew 
him a l l  my l i f e ,  bu t you p eop le  have a l i t t l e  more say  so and when you 
g e t beh ind a l l  o f  th e se  th in g s , i t  seems th a t  when I  re ad  in  the  pape r 
i t  has a lr e a d y  been done . By the tim e th a t  we g e t h e re  and g e t to  the 
h e a r in g . . . t h i s  i s  the f i r s t  tim e we h ea rd  o f  i t .  I  d id n ' t  have tim e 
f o r . . . w e l l  to  g e t background on some o th e rs  t h a t  I  would have named 
p ro b a b ly , because I  j u s t  read  i t  in  the p ap e r y e s te rd a y . So som etim es,
7. f e e l  th a t  x̂ e need a l i t t l e  more advanced w arn ing  o f  th e se  h e a r in g  
t o o . "



Joe  T re m a re llo  
Box 80974 
C o l le g e ,  AK 99753

" I  am a f o r t y  y e a r  r e s id e n t  o f  th e  F a irb a n k s  a re a  and I  f e e l  th a t  i t  i s  
v e ry  a p p ro p r ia te ,  and c e r t a in ly  s u p p o r t , House B i l l  664 and Senate B i l l  
461 as s t a t e d . Not o n ly  f o r  B ob 's c o n t r ib u t io n  to  the a re a  o f  
c o n s t r u c t io n ,  bu t as a p a ro n t r a i s in g  h i s  fa m i ly  h e re  and h is  su p p o rt to  
my background in  te a c h in g . H is s u p p o rt t o  th e  s c h o o ls  and the  s t a f f  
o v e r  the  y e a rs  has been commendable. He d id  a l o t  f o r  you th  and I  f e e l  
t h a t  i t  would be v e ry  a p p ro p r ia te  to  name t h i s  exp ressw ay a f t e r  B o b ."
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Ken Fanning 
Box 80292 
C o l le g e ,  AK 99708

" I  would l i k e  to  concu r on the  p re v io u s  comments. I  a p p re c ia te  th e  fa c t  
th a t  you a re  c o n s id e r in g  naming som eth ing a f t e r  somebody o f  re c e n t 
g e n e ra t io n  who, in  f a c t ,  has l e f t  a s t ro n g  fa m i ly  u n i t  th a t  i s  
c o n t in u in g  on th a t  way. I  t h in k , p e r s o n a l ly ,  th a t  i t  i s  a good id e a  to  
c o n s id e r  naming t h i s  ro a d  a f t e r  p e o p le  th a t  a re  c o n t in u in g  to  su p p o rt 
th e  com m un ity ."

O l i v e r  Back lund 
No Address G iven
P re s id e n t  o f  the F a irb a n k s  P io n e e rs  Ig lo o
" I  su p p o rt t h i s  b i l l ,  I  th in k  th a t  th e re  i s  go ing  to  be a l o t  o f  o th e r  
ro a d s  th a t  we can name a  l o t  o f  o th e r  A la sk a  p io n e e rs  a f t e r .  I  th in k  
R ob e rt M it c h e l l  was r e a l l y  a c t iv e  in  the  a re a  and a re sp e c te d  lo c a l  
bu s inessm an . I  r e a l l y  su p p o rt t h i s  b i l l . "

Joe  B a lch  
7665 S a lch a  Road 
S a lc h a , AK 99714

" I  l i k e  M i t c h e l l ,  a lth o u g h  th a t  was a few  y e a rs  a g o , to  t e l l  you the 
t r u t h .  I  would l i k e  to  see the ro a d s  named a f t e r  a man th a t  was so 
i n d u s t r i a l  in s te a d  o f  some p o l i t i c i a n .  He has seen h i s  s c h o o lin g  
th rough  the s c h o o l o f  h a rd  kn o c k s , a c t u a l l y ,  and I  t h in k  th a t  t h i s  i s  an 
a p p ro p r ia te  name f o r  i t . "



S h i r le y  D e m ie n t ie f f  
1205 K e n n ic o tt  
F a irb a n k s , AK 99701

" I  have been in  F a irb a n k s  f o r  tw enty y e a rs  in  a l l  and I  was b o rn  and 
r a is e d  in  Nenana, as you know Mr. C o g h i l l .  I  have no p rob lem  w ith  
naming road s  a f t e r  p e o p le . That does n o t b o th e r  me a t  a l l .  I  l i k e  the 
id e a  o f  the South Exp ressw ay , I  th in k  th a t  i t  i s  lo n g  o v e rd o , I  th in k  
th a t  i t  i s  som eth ing th a t  we r e a l l y  needed . But my p rob lem , J a c k , i s  
th a t  when I  f i r s t  hea rd  the name I  s a id  'who i s  R o b e rt M i t c h e l l? '  So 
f a r  I  h e a r d . . . I  d o n 't  even know i f  he i s  dead o r  a l i v e . . . w i t h  no 
d is r e s p e c t ,  I  have no id ea  o f  h is  c o n t r ib u t io n s  have been . I  am 
assum ing th a t  he i s  someone who i s  a good guy . My id e a  i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  
d i f f e r e n t .  I  w ould t h i ’..k t h a t . . .N a t iv e s  make a p o p u la t io n  o f  10-15%  o f  
th e  s ta tew id e  p o p u la t io n  now and th e re  i s  r e a l l y  n o th in g  named a f t e r  
N a t iv e  p e o p le  in  the  i n t e r i o r . . .

What I  would l i k e  to  see i s  th a t  the exp ressw ay be named a f t e r  o u r 
champion dog r a c e r .  George A t t la ,  seven tim e w inne r o f  th e  N o rth  
Am erican , e le v e n  tim e w inne r o f  th e  Rondevue in  A nchorage . He i s  a 
H u s lia  H u s t le r ,  he l i v e s  in  N orth  P o le ,  he w i l l  be u s in g  t h a t  r o a d .
That would be som eth ing th a t  would be c u r r e n t ,  th a t  i s  w e l l  known; when 
you a sk  who George A t t la  i s ,  nobody i s  go ing  to  say  'who i s  George 
A t t la ? '  th ey  a re  go ing  to  know who he i s .  I t  would be som eth ing th a t  I  
w ould be e x t rem e ly  p roud o f  and th a t  o th e r  p e o p le  c ou ld  be e x t rem e ly  
p roud  o f  t o o . I  j u s t  hea rd  about t h i s  e a r ly  t h i s  week bu t I  have been 
a b le  to  g e t th e se  names o f  p e o p le . T h is  i s  s t r i c t l y  g ra s s  r o o t s ,  n o t 
g o in g  anywhere o th e r  than FNA and Tanana C h ie fs .  Those a re  o ire r a 
hundred names o f  p e o p le  th a t  f e e l  the same way th a t  I  do abou t t h i s  
exp ressw ay . (Ms. D e m ie n t ie f f  b rough t a p e t i t i o n  to  the t a b le  and 
p re sen ted  i t  to  S e n a to r C o g h i l l )  That (th e  p e t i t i o n )  i s  in  s u p p o rt  o f  
the  name "George A t t la  E xp re ssw ay ."

P e te  Eagan 
P .O . Box 1170 
F a irb a n k s , AK 99701 
4 5 6 -4 7 9 3
"My name i s  P e te  Eagan, I  was bo rn  and r a is e d  h e re  in  F a irb a n k s  and I  
have known Bob M i t c h e l l  s in c e  I  was a c h i ld .  He was a r e a l  good f r i e n d  
o f  my f a m i ly ' s .  L a te r  on I  had the  h on o r to  have worked f o r  Bob when I  
was in  h igh  s c h o o l and c o l le g e .  I  le a rn e d  a g re a t  d e a l from  Bob. He 
was a v e ry  f in e  man, w e l l  l i k e d  by eve ryon e  in  town. He had a t e r r i f i c  
sense o f  humor, and he was d e f i n i t e l y  from  the  o ld  s c h o o l,  where y ou r 
word was y ou r bond . I f  Bob t o ld  you he w ould do som e th ing , he would do 
i t .  He was v e ry  in v o lv e d  in  the whole deve lopm ent o f  th e  Sou th 
F a irb a n k s , I n d u s t r i a l  a re a  and I  th in k  th a t  t h i s  would be a v e ry  f i t t i n g  
t r i b u t e  to  Bob to  name t h i s  new exp ressw ay a f t e r  h im . Thank y o u ."
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H a ro ld  R. H ern ing  
Box 1792
F a irb a n k s , AK 99701 
4 8 8 -2 2 9 1
" I  knew Bob f o r  43 y e a rs  up u n t i l  the tim e o f  h is  d e a th . I  th in k  Bob, 
o f  a l l  th e  p e op le  in  F a irb a n k s , p ro b a b ly  i s  one o u r t r u e s t  A la sk an s  we 
have e v e r had . He was t r u ly  A la skan  in  e v e ry  sense and the naming in  
a p p ro p r ia t e .  T h is  i s  h is  home g round . That i s  h i s  l i f e ,  to  d e ve lo p  
th a t  a re a  and I  th in k  th a t  i t  i s  no more than a p p ro p r ia te  th a t  a man o f  
h i s  c a l i b e r  be re c o g n iz e d . There i s  n o th in g  th a t  can be s a id  abou t Bob 
th a t  i s  w rong . The o n ly  th in g  th a t  can be s a id  i s  p r a is e  as f a r  as Bob 
i s  con ce rn ed . I  th ank  y o u ."

Jim  Desmond 
No Address G iven

" I  would c e r t a i n ly  l i k e  to  t e s t i f y  f o r  the b i l l s  to  name the Expressway 
the R ob e rt J .  M i t c h e l l .  I  knew Bob f o r  y e a rs  and y e a r s .  A w on d e rfu l 
man, and in s p i r a t i o n  to  a l l  the p e op le  th a t  were my age when I  was a 
te e n ag e r when we in te ra c t e d  w ith  Bobby a l o t .  And I  c e r t a i n ly  f e e l  th a t  
he i s  w o rth y  o f  the h o n o r ."

T e r ry  P . McLean 
1907 C a p it a l 
F a irb a n k s , AK 99709

"Y e s , J a c k , I  w ould l i k e  to  t e s t i f y  in  fa v o r  o f  the R ob e rt J .  M it c h e ll  
Exp ressw ay . I  p e r s o n a l ly  owe a g re a t  d e a l to  R ob e rt M i t c h e l l  and h is  
p a r tn e r s  in  Ghemm Company. I  was a b le  to  com p le te  my e d u c a t io n  a t  the 
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  A la sk a  due to  t h e i r  summer and w in te r  employment. Bobby 
M it c h e l l  was a lw ays a f r i e n d  as w e ll  as Lne b o s s . A lth ough  when he made 
up h is  mind to  do som eth ing i t  was o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t him to  change 
h i s  m ind , he would a lw ays h e a r you ou t o r  l i s t e n  to  y o u r su g g e s t io n s  and 
id e a s . A lth ough  A ir  N o rth  i s  no lo n g e r  f l y i n g  i t  p ro v id e d  jo b s  f o r  many 
many p e op le  and p i l o t s  th a t  a re  today  f ly i n g  j e t s  a l l  o v e r  th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  and the W o r ld . Bobby M it c h e ll worked thousands o f  h ou rs  to  
b u i ld in g  the  runway a t  M etro F ie ld  and was a lw ays a b le  to  h e lp  p e o p le , 
no m a t te r  what the s i t u a t i o n .  Thousands o f  p e op le  have en jo yed  s to c k  
c a r  ra c in g  because Bobby M it c h e ll and Ghemm company a llow ed  GFRA to  
b u i ld  the ra c e  way a c ro s s  from  the  f l o a t  pond a t  M etro F i e ld .  Many o f  
th e  ro ad s  th a t  were b u i l t  th a t  w i l l  i n t e r t i e  w ith  the Expressw ay were 
b u i l t  by Bobby M i t c h e l l o r  p e op le  th a t  he h e lp ed  p ro v id e  employment f o r .  
I  f e e l  th a t  i t  r e a l l y  makes sense to  hono r those  th a t  have h e lp ed  b u i ld  
the community and the c h a ra c te r  o f  the p eop le  l i v i n g  in  the F a irb an k s  
a r e a . "
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Mark R in g s tad  
502 Monroe S t r e e t  
F a irb a n k s , AK 99701 
4 5 6 -5 7 3 4
" I  knew Bob M i t c h e l l  a l l  my l i f e ,  was r a is e d  w ith  him h e re  in  F a irb a n k s . 
Bob was in  the  c o n s t ru c t io n  in d u s t r y  and t ru c k in g  in d u s t ry  a l l  o f  h is  
a d u lt  l i f e .  He was one o f  the p rim e m overs f o r  the r a i l r o a d  to  go to  
the Sou th  F a irb a n k s  a re a . He was one o f  th e  m a jo r  d e v e lo p e rs  o f  the 
e n t i r e  Van Horn Road a re a . I  th in k  th a t  i t  i s  most f i t t i n g  and most 
a p p ro p r ia te  to  name th a t  exp ressw ay a f t e r  h im ."

Gary W ilk en
2600 R iv e rv iew  D r iv e
F a irb a n k s , AK 99701

" I  c a r r y  w ith  me some w r i t t e n  te s t im o n y , S e n a to r , from  B i l l  Gordon and a 
l e t t e r  from  P e te  Eagan S r .  and Dan Eagan , th e y  a re  o u t o f  town and 
wanted to  be su re  th a t  th e y  h ea rd  to d a y . J u s t  a c oup le  o f  t h i n g s . . . i t  
i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me to  t a l k  abou t Bob M i t c h e l l ,  he was such a b ig  p a r t  o f  
my l i f e ,  Bob, as f a r  as th e  Sou th  F a irb a n k s  a r e a ,  we a l l  know, was one 
o f  th e  le a d e r s  in  d e v e lo p in g  th a t  a r e a .  I  went to  w ork w ith  Bob in  th e  
e a r ly  s i x t i e s  when th e re  was n o th in g  bu t a d i r t  road  and he le a d  us o f f  
in t o  the  muskeg and s a id  ' t h i s  s h a l l  be a a i r p o r t . '  S o , we know th a t  he 
was one o f  th e  p e o p le  th a t  was in s t r u m e n ta l .  To name th a t  highway a f t e r  
him i s  v e ry  f i t t i n g .  I  a p p re c ia te  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  p ro v id e  te s t im on y  
and lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  b i l l s  p a s s in g . Thanks , a p p re c ia te  the o p p o r t u n i t y . "

Nancy Lee B ake r 
49 T im berland  D r iv e  
F a irb a n k s , AK 99701

" I  w ould l i k e  to  comment, and I  am g o in g  to  comment b e fo r e  I  re a d  the
b i l l ,  my id e a  i s  th a t  the  road  sh o u ld  be c a l le d  the  P a rk s  Highway
E x te n s io n , because th a t  i s  what i t  l o g i c a l l y  i s .  That i s  what p eop le  
w i l l  c a l l  i t  n a t u r a l l y .  One re a so n  t h a t  I  am a l i t t l e  concerned  i s  th a t  
I  happen to  make a sm a ll map m y s e lf  ( i n  th e  r e c o r d ) . To pu t a n o th e r 
name on i t ,  f o r  map m akers and f o r  t o u r i s t s  i t  seems to  me th a t  i t  would 
be u t t e r  c o n fu s io n . L o g ic a l ly  i t  i s  th e  P a rk s  Highway e x te n s io n . I  
have a l o t  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  p e rson  named h e r e ,  bu t th a t  i s  b e s id e  the  
p o in t .  I  d o n 't  th in k  th a t  we have a r i g h t  to  go a round c o n fu s in g  the 
p u b l i c . "
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W a lle y  B u rn e tt  
1901 C rosson  
F a irb a n k s , AK 99701

"S e n a to r  C o g h i l l ,  i t  i s  n ic e  to  be h e re . Y e s te rd a y  I  t a lk e d  to  a c oup le  
o f  p e op le  and th e y  m entioned th a t  th e re  was a p o s s i b i l i t y  th a t  th ey  
would be naming the South F a irb a n k s  Exp ressw ay . Bob M it c h e l l  was a lo n g  
tim e F a irb an k san  from  a lo n g  tim e F a irb a n k s  fa m i ly .  He was v e ry  
in s t ru m e n ta l in  d e v e lo p in g  the Van Horn and Peger Road , in  which t h is  
ro ad  w i l l  be p a ss in g  th rou g h . I f  you w i l l  r e c a l l  in  the  e a r ly  days o f  
the p ip e  l i n e ,  Bob M it c h e l l  was one o f  the  main p eop le  in v o lv e d  in  the 
deve lopm ent o f  the R a i l r o a d  th a t  went in t o  the  Sou th F a irb a n k s  a re a . He 
moved l o t s  o f  g r a v e l and made l o t s  o f  r o a d s , o f t e n  w ith  ou t pay . I  f e e l  
th a t  when we d r iv e  back and f o r t h  on A i r p o r t  Road, Van Horn and P e g e r , 
and we do go th rough  the exp ressw ay , we do th in k  o f  o u r good f r i e n d  Bob 
M i t c h e l l .  I  w hole h e a r t e d ly  would l i k e  to  g iv e  my a p p ro v a l o f  p u t t in g  
h is  name in t o  naming i t  th e  M it c h e l l  E xp re ssw ay ."

H arvey M a r lin  
665 10th  Ave.
F a irb a n k s , AK 99701
" I  have l i v e d  in  F a irb a n k s  s in c e  1929 and have know Bob M it c h e l l from  
th a t  day fo rw a rd . Not o n ly  as a c la s sm a te , bu t as a good and p e rs o n a l 
f r i e n d .  When i t  came to  my a t t e n t io n  th a t  t h i s  exp ressw ay was to  be 
named, perhaps anyway, in  memory o f  Bob M i t c h e l l ,  I  was v e ry  d e f i n i t e l y  
im pressed  and I  s t i l l  am. I  th in k  th a t  i t  i s  a v e ry  w ise  move. Bob was 
a gen tlem an th a t  promoted f o r  th e  C ity  o f  F a irb a n k s  a l l  o f  h i s  w ork ing  
y e a r s .  As a m a t te r  o f  f a c t ,  he began h is  w o rk in g  c a re e r  w ith  the A la sk a  
Road Comm ission. Both he and h is  p a r tn e r  began a t ru c k in g  o p e ra t io n  
from  V a ld ez to  F a irb a n k s  w ith  th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  th e  v e te ra n s  a id .  There 
aga in  th e y  con tin u ed  on in  to  th e  highway p rog ram , C lyde  p re v io u s  to  
t h a t  was a m as te r mechanic to  th e  road  com m ission . Bob M i t c h e l l has 
a lw ays been a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the road  system  and has a lw ays done a g re a t  
amount o v e r  and above w a lk in g  th e  e x t r a  m ile  to  make the  ro ad s  w ith in  
ou r community b e t t e r ,  n o t a lw ays f o r  p ay , by the way. I  th in k  th a t  t h i s  
i s  a v e ry  w ise ch o ic e  and I  am one thousand p e rc e n t in  fa v o r  o f  i t . "
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Con F rank
200 Gold Dust D r iv e  
F a irb a n k s , AK 99707 
4 7 9 -2 8 2 8
" W e ll ,  I  would l i k e  to  say  th a t  I  w ould end o rse  the naming o f  t h i s  
s e c t io n  o f  highway f o r  R ob e rt M i t c h e l l .  I  have known him a lm o s t f o r t y  
y e a rs  s in c e  I  came to  A la s k a . He was one o f  th e  f i r s t  p e op le  th a t  I  met 
when I  came h e re . I  have been a p a r tn e r  w ith  him and c lo s e ly  a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  him f o r  tw enty y e a r s .  He was a v e ry  p o s i t i v e  p e rson  and d ed ic a te d
a l o t  o f  h is  e f f o r t s  to  the  deve lopm ent o f  F a irb a n k s , and e s p e c ia l ly  th e
South F a irb a n k s  a re a . He s t a r t e d  o u t on South Cushman, he and h i s  
p a r tn e r ,  s t a r t e d  in  th e re  in  1 94 8 -4 9  and then  g r a d u a l ly  moved fu r t h e r  
sou th  th e re  to  the Van Horn Road a re a .  I  w ould ju s t  l i k e  to  say  th a t  I
would endorse  t h i s  nam ing ."

S e n a to r C o g h i l l

"Thank you v e ry  much Mr. F ra n k , i s  th e re  anyone e ls e  th a t  would l i k e  to  
make a s ta tem en t?  I f  n o t ,  then o u r p u b lic  h e a r in g  i s  c lo s e d . T h is  w i l l  
be t ra n s c r ib e d  and w i l l  be pu t in t o  th e  r e c o rd . I t  w i l l  be used in  the 
d e l ib e r a t i o n  o f  b o th  the  House and S en a te . They may want to  have more 
h e a r in g s . I f  t h a t  i s  the c a s e , then t h i s  w i l l  be p a r t  o f  th a t  r e c o r d . "



I n te r io r  
B u s in e s s  P r o d u c t s ,  I n c .

3180 Peger Road

P.O . Box 74690, Fairbanks, A K  99707 

907 456-1104

M a r c h  25, 1986.

To Whom I t  May C o n c e r n :

As a p r o p e r t y  ow n e r  a n d  l i f e - l o n g  r e s i d e n t  o f  A l a s k a ,  I  
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  n a m i n g  o f  t h e  1130 th  A v e n u e  B y p a s s " ,  
t h e  R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y .

Bob M i t c h e l l  h a s  made a l a s t i n g  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  Mo re  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Bob c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  much  o f  
t h e  g r o w t h  i n  S o u t h  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  o f  Van  Ho rn  
R o a d .  H i s  v e r y  b u s i n e s s  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  Cu shman  S t r e e t ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  M e t r o  I n d u s t r i a l  A i r p o r t ,  i n s p i r e d  many  
o t h e r s  t o  f o l l o w .  W i t h o u t  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  e a r l y  b e l i e f  i n  
F a i r b a n k s '  f u t u r e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h i s  b y p a s s  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  
many y e a r s  y e t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

I t  w o u l d  b e  m o s t  f i t t i n g  t o  name t h i s  h i g h w a y  i n  h o n o r  o f  o n e  
o f  A l a s k a ' s  p i o n e e r s  who g a v e  so  much  o f  h i s  t i m e  t o  h i s  
c o m m u n i t y .  P l e a s e  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  "30th A v e n u e  B ypa s s"  t h e  
R o b e r t  J .  M i t c h e l l  E x p r e s s w a y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l  G o r d o n  
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

l r / B G



March 26, 1986

Senator Jack Coghill 
Alaska State Leg is la tu re  
Pouch V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Oear Senator C o g h ill:

I t  has come to my attention  that there is  a b i l l  or reso lu tion  before 
the le g is la tu re  regarding the naming of the new South Fairbanks Expressway. 
As proposed, th is  expressway between the A irpo rt Road overpass and the pro­
posed Richardson Highway overpass would be named the "Bob M itchell Memorial 
Expressway."

I knew Bob since I was a c h ild , and la te r  on had the great fortune of 
working fo r him during my high school and co llege years'. I learned a great 
deal about l i f e  and the value o f good hard work during th is  time. Bob was 
a very f in e  man, and was h eav ily  involved in the development of th is  South 
Fairbanks in d u str ia l area, r a i l  spur, and road system.

I th ink that the naming of th is  exDressway a fte r  Bob would be a very 
f i t t in g  tr ib u te  to a f in e , highly-regarded in d iv id u a l. I would welcome 
and appreciate your support in th is  matter.

S incere ly

Pete Eagan 
Box 1170
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707



March 25, 1986

Senator Jack Coghill 
Alaska State Leg is la tu re  
Pouch V (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator C o g h ill:

I re sp e c tfu lly  request your consideration in naming that section of 
the South Fairbanks Expressway, between the A irport Road overpass and the 
DroDosed Richardson Hiohwa.y overpass, the "Bob M itchell Memorial Express­
way".

Mr. M itchell was a very f in e  ind iv id ua l and very instrumental in the 
development o f the South Fairbanks In d u stria l area and i t s  road system.

Thank you fo r your consideration on th is  request.

Very t ru ly  yours

Dl .. . . ______
Box 1170
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707
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SENATOR JACK COGHILL WILL BE IN FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 2 7 , 1986 TO HOLD A HEARING AT THE NOEL 
W IN  LIBRARY BETWEEN 12 AND 2 P .M .. HE WILL BE TAKING SUGGESTIONS AT THAT TIME FOR A NAME 
FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETWEEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 
HIGHWAY. SINCE THERE ARE FEW1:THINGS NAMED FOR NATIVES IN FAIRBANKS I  THOUGHT IT  WOULD BE 
NICE TO SUGGEST THE NAME GEORGE ATTLA HMggftg FOR THE HIGHWAY. IF  YOU AGREE PLEASE SIGN 
THIS AND I  WILL TURN IT  IN AT THE MEETING . /  PLEASE BE THERE IF  YOU CAN TO SUPPORT THE NAME
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SENATOR JACK COGHILL WILL BE IN  FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 2 7 , 1986 TO HOLD A HEARING AT THE NOEL 
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FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETWEEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 
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SENATOR JACK COGHILL WILL BE' IN FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 2 7 , 1986 TO HOLD A HEARING AT THE NOEL 
WEIN LIBRARY BETWEEN 12 AND 2 P .M .. HE WILL BE TAKING SUGGESTIONS AT THAT TIME FOR A NAME 
FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETWEEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 
HIGHWAY. SINCE THERE ARE FEW1;THINGS NAMED FOR NATIVES IN FAIRBANKS I  THOUGHT IT  WOULD BE 
NICE TO SUGGEST THE NAME GEORGE ATTLA HJBBftg FOR THE HIGHWAY. IF  YOU AGREE PLEASE SIGN
THIS AND I  WILL TURN IT  IN AT THE MEETING./ PLEASE BE THERE IF  YOU CAN TO SUPPORT THE NAME.
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SENATOR JACK COGHILL TOLL BE IN FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 2 7 , 1986 TO HOLD A HEARING AT THE NOEL 
TO IN  LIBRARY BETWEEN 12 AND 2 P .M .. HE WILL BE TAKING SUGGESTIONS AT THAT TIME FOR A NAME 
FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETWEEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 
HIGHWAY. SINCE THERE ARE FETOTHINGS NAMED FOR NATIVES IN FAIRBANKS I  THOUGHT IT  WOULD BE 
NICE TO SUGGEST THE NAME GEORGE ATTLA HJgBftg  FOR THE HIGHWAY. IF  YOU AGREE PLEASE SIGN 
THIS AND I  WILL TURN IT  IN AT THE MEETING. J PLEASE BE THERE IF  YOU CAN TO SUPPORT THE NAME.

<5xpoessuixy SD
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SENATOR JACK COGHILL WILL BE IN FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 2 7 , 1986 TO HOLD A HEARING AT THE NOEL 
WEIN LIBRARY BETWEEN 12 AND 2 P .M .. HE WILL BE TAKING SUGGESTIONS AT THAT TIME FOR A NAME 
FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETWEEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 
HIGHWAY. SINCE THERE ARE FEW1.1 THINGS NAMED FOR NATIVES IN FAIRBANKS I  THOUGHT IT  WOULD BE 
NICE TO SUGGEST THE NAME GEORGE ATTLA HYiSSftg FOR THE HIGHWAY. IF  YOU AGREE PLEASE SIGN
THIS AND I  WILL TURN IT  IN AT THE MEETING. j  PLEASE BE THERE IF  YOU CAN TO SUPPORT THE NAME.

<5xpsessuny SD
SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME ADDRESS

Am m p .
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SENATOR JACK COGHILL WILL BE IN  FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 2 7 ,  1986  TO HOLD A HEARING'AT THE NOEL 
WEIN LIBRARY BETWEEN 12 AND 2 P .M .. HE WILL BE TAKING SUGGESTIONS AT THAT TIME FOR A NAME 
FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETWEEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 
HIGHWAY. SINCE THERE ARE FEW THINGS NAMED FOR NATIVES IN FAIRBANKS I  THOUGHT IT  WOULD BE 
NICE TO SUGGEST THE NAME GEORGE ATTLA B¥PAS£ FOR THE HIGHWAY. IF  YOU AGREE PLEASE SIGN
THIS AND I  WILL TURN IT  IN AT THE MEETING./ PLEASE BE THERE IF  YOU CAN TO SUPPORT THE NAME.
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SENATOR JACK COGHILL WILL BE IN FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 2 7 , 1986 TO HOLD A HEARING AT THE NOEL 
WE IN LIBRARY BETWEEN 12 AND 2 P .M .. HE WILL BE TAKING- SUGGESTIONS AT THAT TIME FOR A NAME 
FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETWEEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 
HIGHWAY. SINCE THERE ARE FEW^THINGS NAMED FOR NATIVES IN FAIRBANKS I  THOUGHT IT  WOULD BE 
NICE TO SUGGEST THE NAME GEORGE ATTLA FOR THE HIGHWAY. IF  YOU AGREE PLEASE SIGN
T in s  AND I  WILL TURN IT  IN AT THE MEETING. /  PLEASE BE THERE IF  YOU CAN TO SUPPORT THE NAME.

SD
SIGNATURE
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SENATOR JACK COGHILL WILL BE IN  FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 2 7 ,  1 986  TO HOLD A HEARING AT THE NOEL 
WEIN LIBRARY BETWEEN 12  AND 2 P .M .. HE WILL BE TAKING SUGGESTIONS AT THAT TIME FOR A NAME 
FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETWEEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 
HIGHWAY, SINCE THERE ARE FEW'THINGS NAMED FOR NATIVES IN FAIRBANKS I  THOUGHT IT  WOULD BE 
NICE TO SUGGEST THE NAME GEORGE ATTLA £ g » £ FOR THE HIGHWAY. IF  YOU AGREE PLEASE SIGN

C I N G /  ITHIS AND I  WILL TURN IT  IN  AT THE MEETING7/ PLEASE BE THERE IF  YOU CAN TO SUPPORT THE NAME.
<5xpcessutLy SD
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SENATOR JACK COGHILL WILL BE IN  FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 2 7 ,  1986  TO HOLD A HEARING AT THE NOEL 
WEIN LIBRARY BETWEEN 12 AND 2 P .M .. HE WILL BE TAKING SUGGESTIONS AT THAT TIME FOR A NAME 
FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETWEEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 
HIGHWAY. SINCE THERE ARE FEW7;THINGS NAMED FOR NATIVES IN FAIRBANKS I  THOUGHT IT  WOULD BE 
NICE TO SUGGEST THE NAME GEORGE ATTLA FOR THE HIGHWAY. IF  YOU AGREE PLEASE SIGN
THIS AND I  WILL TURN IT  IN  AT THE MEETING. / PLEASE BE THERE IF  YOU CAN TO SUPPORT THE NAME.

<£ypfi2Ssu&.y SD
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A
11 SENATOR JACK COGHILL WILL BE IN FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 27, 1986 TO HOLD A HEARING AT THE NOEL WEIN LIBRARY BETWEEN 12 AND 2 P.M.. HE WILL BE TAKING SUGGESTIONS AT THAT TIME FOR A NAME FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETWEEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 

HIGHWAY. SINCE THERE ARE FEŴTHINGS NAMED FOR NATIVES IN FAIRBANKS I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE NICE TO SUGGEST THE NAME GEORGE ATTLA ggB&g FOR THE HIGHWAY. IF YOU AGREE PLEASE SIGN THIS AND I WILL TURN IT IN AT THE MEETING. / PLEASE BE THERE IF YOU CAN TO SUPPORT THE NAME.
x̂pr'eszi.i.ti.y SD 
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?te,

j . ,y --w--
P t £ £ V/ Dva y C P \ rz A/./va^a , fZK

1Y=V\ ~V̂\ \ \\' |\S. ■DelWOa.AlC
C . / . ] c(A j  y <-■IQH-aI M- f ' 12. 0 C /v. cm/tA ^ rk . aA  s ^ s/Z

■ f e  j f . 7(o f P- d f/ **<!■/£ 3 °*Z 4  M im -o
■ f r t z  'n  /> / - £  v

" w  L ‘ / L-(̂ <r 'T nt* £» TZTjX ~l (P faro
^Uj-L-fSfcmy^
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SENATOR JACK COGHILL WILL BE IN FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 2 7 , 1986 TO HOLD A HEARING AT THE NOEL 
WEIN LIBRARY BETWEEN 12 AND 2 P .M .. HE WILL BE TAKING SUGGESTIONS AT THAT TIME FOR A NAME 
FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETWEEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 
HIGHWAY. SINCE THERE ARE FEW1;THINGS NAMED FOR NATIVES IN FAIRBANKS I  THOUGHT IT  WOULD BE 
NICE TO SUGGEST THE NAME GEORGE ATTLA g g Bgg  FOR THE HIGHWAY. IF  YOU AGREE PLEASE SIGN 
THIS AND I  WILL TURN IT  IN AT THE MEETING . j  PLEASE BE THERE IF  YOU CAN TO SUPPORT THE NAME.

<£jvpmssu&y SD
SIGNATURE PRINTED NAME ADDRESS
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SENATOR JACK COGHILL WILL BE IN FAIRBANKS ON MARCH 2 7 , 1986 TO HOLD A HEARING AT THE NOEI. 
WEIN LIBRARY BETWEEN 12 AND 2 P .M .. HE WILL BE TAKING SUGGESTIONS AT THAT TIME FOR A NAME 
FOR THE STRETCH OF HIGHWAY THAT THEY ARE BUILDING BETT^EEN AIRPORT ROAD AND THE RICHARDSON 
HIGHWAY. SINCE THERE ARE FEW:THINGS NAMED FOR NATIVES IN FAIRBANKS I  THOUGHT IT  WOULD BE 
NICE TO SUGGEST THE NAME GEORGE ATTLA HHBgfcg FOR THE HIGHWAY. IF  YOU AGREE PLEASE SIGN 
THS3 AND I  WILL TURN IT  IN AT THE MEETING./PLEASE BE THERE IF  YOU CAN TO SUPPORT THE NAME.

<5xp*2SSutLy SD
SIGNATURE . PRINTED NAME _______  ADDRESS
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