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SB 202

SB 202, as you can see from the packet, asks for a special appropriation 
to the DOT/PF of $23,555,100 for the construction of a bridge over the 
Eagle River.

Enclosed in your packet you will find a copy of the bil l ,  a copy of HB 
248 from the Thirteenth Legislature dealing with the bridge, a site 
plan, a resolution from the City of Anchorage supporting the building of 
the bridge, an article from the Anchorage Times about SB 202 and the 
municipalities objections to the bill ,  and finally a portion of a plan 
commissioned by the City of Anchorage to look into ways to solve the 
traffic problems in the Eagle River area.

In conversation with Chip Dennerlein, director of intergovernmental 
affairs for the Municipality of Anchorage, it has come to the attecLioc 
of the staff that the municipality is working with DOT/PF to make sure 
that the bridge can qualify for federal highway funds. If this happens 
the cost to the general fund would be far less than that requested. Mr. 
Dennerlein has said that a representative of the municipality will be 
testifying at the meeting.
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TO The House Transportation Committee

FROM: Senator Rick Halford
Senator Tim Kelly

RE HB 248, construction of a bridge in Eagle River

DATE: May 10, 1983

After careful study of the ongoing problems of traffic congestion 
in the downtown Eagle River area, I have concluded that there are 
two projects that can be undertaken at this time to alleviate some 
of the traffic hazards.

The first and immediate project., for whii_h I have requested funding, 
is engineering and physical correction of the intersection of Eagle 
River Road and the Old Glenn Highway.

The second, more long-range project, which I feel should be started 
as soon as possible,  is a bridge over Eagle River to funnel the 
traffic out of Eagle River Valley over to Hiland Road and out the 
Hiland Road overpass onto the four lanes to Anchorage.

This bridge seems to be the only feasible solution to the long-range 
problem of getting the existing traffic out of Eagle River Valley, 
without going into downtown Eagle River. I feel the sooner we fund 
and build this bridge, the more money we will save the State. As 
first designed and considered in 1982, the fiscal note was $12,995,000 
and in 1983 i t  is $15,723,950; each year we wait, the price will be 
hi gher.

In conclusion, I strongly recommend your support for HB 248.

Rick Halford /

S n O D O f t  -for H Q  2 - 9 %



F u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  
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7 m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r
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13 s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  b r i d g e  i n  E a g l e  R i v e r .

14 *  S e c .  2. T h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  b y  t h i s  A c t  is f o r  a c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t
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Revision Date: 11/30/83

I .  REQUEST
Bi 11/ R e s o i u t i o n  No. HB 2*8

I I .  FISCAL OETAIL
A gency  A f f e c t e d :  DOTE-T

T i t l e :  . . . c o n s t r u c t  b r i a g e . . . E a g l e  R i v e r
S p o n s o r :  Rep.  L i s k a __________________________
R e q u e s t o r :  House T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ___________
O a te  o f  R e q u e s t :  1 0 / 1 / 8 3 _________________

P rog ra m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e o : T r a n s p o r t a t i o  
BRU, P r o g ra m  o r  S u b p r o g r a m ( s J  A f f e c t e c i :  

D e s ig n  & C o n s t r u c t i o n

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
OPERATING FY 84 | FY 85 1 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 | FY 89

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND u STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC.

1 1 1
1

1 1 1
! 1 1
1 1 1
1 • 1
1 1
I 1

TOTAL OPERATING | ! 50 .0 1  5 5 . 0 60.51  6 6 . 5

CAPITAL | 3 0 5 . 0  1 4 0 0 . 0  | 34,284T(TT

REVENUE j i i I

FUNDING: ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
GENERAL FUND 3 0 5 . 0  I 4 0 0 . 0 3 4 , 3 3 4 . 0 | 55.01 60.51 6 6 . 5
FEDERAL FUNDS 1 1 ! 1 1
OTHER ( S p e c i f y  S o u r c e ) 1 ! 1 1 1
TOTAL 3 0 5 . 0  | 4 0 0 . 0 3 4 , 3 3 4 . 0 ! 55.01 6 0 . 5  i 6 6 . 5

POSITIONS:
FULL TIME 1 1 1 1  1 |  1 1  1
PART TIME 1 1 1 1 1
TEMPORARY 1 1 1 I
TOTAL 1 1 1 1 1

I I I .  SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL: 

Not i d e n t i f i e d  by s p o n s o r  o f  b i l l

IV. ANALYSIS: A t t a c h  a s e p a r a t e  p a g e  f o r  any  A n a l y s i s

P r e p a r e d  b y :  W i l l i a m  R. S n e l l ,  D i r e c t o r _______________________  P h o n e :  266-1 452
D i v i s i o n :  C e n t r a l  R eo ion  P l a n n i n n  ft Programming_____________  D a t e :  11 / 3 0 / 8 3

Approved  by C o m m i s s i o n e r :  David W. Haucen_____________________ D a t e :  11 / 3 0 / 8 3
D e p a r t m e n t :  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r , C e n t r a l  Region_____________

D i s t r i b u t i o n :
O r i g i n a l  t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e
Copy t o  O f f i c e  o f  Management  and B udge t  ( f o r  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n t r o d u c e d  b i l l s )  
Copy t o  D e p a r t m e n t  ( f o r  G o v e r n o r  i n t r o d u c e d  b i l l s )
Copy t o  S p o n s o r
Copy t o  R e q u e s t o r  ( i f  d i f f e r e n t

H R  3M -
f r o m  S p o n s o r )

ftscfiJ Mate.



O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  L i s k a

F u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n

O ffe r e d : 5 /2 0 /8 3
R e fe r r e d : F in a n c e

G e n e r a l  F u n d  §750*000 
O t h e r  F u n d s  -0-

§750,000

1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

•2 C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O. 2 4 8  ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to t h e  D e p a r t -

7 m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r

8 d e s i g n ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  b r i d g e  i n

9 E a g l e  R i v e r ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

10 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

11 *  S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  of  §750, 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d

12 to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  d e s i g n ,

13 e n g i n e e r i n g ,  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a b r i d g e  i n  E a g l e  R.iver.

14 *  S ec. 2. T h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  b y  t h i s  A c t  is f o r  a c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t

15 a n d  is s u b j e c t  to A S  3 7 . 2 5 . 0 2 0 .

16 *  Sec .  3. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1 9 8 3 .

CSHB 2 4 8 (T r s p )



Eagie K iver Bridge
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Request fo r Eagle River b r id ^ ] f ^ $ p t i r s f d e b a te
By ANDY RYAN ' “  " k  . . ;?.Y y V    .. ... .
Uniled Pies» International A \

.v , • . 1,
Dennerlein said. 1 , ■

.  , I "If you put construction money for the;!'
JUNEAU -  A bill seeking $23.5'million to ’) bridge in the budget It would Just sit In the ! 

build a second bridge ncross Engle River,.-.' bank," said Dennerlein, cxplulnlng why the 
linking Engle River and Hiland ronds, w as ''!  bridge construction funds aren't on the city's 
Introduced In the Senate Thursday but an 111! of projects for legislative funding this 
Anchorage official says the money Isn't need- year. . • • , t
ed this year. "We'r# not going to ask for money we'ra

. State Sen. Tim Kelly, R-Eagle River, said >■,- not going to use," Dennerlein said.
/he  Introduced the bill because the bridge, v  Kelly, a member o f.th e  Senate Majority
(v'hlch would open up a second Interchange coalition and chairman of the Senate Rules
I Into Eagle River from the Glenn Highway, Is Committee, said the bridge Is essential to
(one of his community’s highest priorities. , ....clear up the bottleneck at Eagle River's sole 

_  . _ . ,  _  •' , , . , ,  L J ' Interchange onto the Glenn Highway.
BU‘ Chip Dennerlein. director of ln te rg o v -v : ..I t .s one ol the t h .ee priorities that we .

ernmental a falre for Anchorage Mayor Tony i have In our area .. Ke„ *  said, ..Wc have . 
Knowles, said about 5500,000 for engineering Chugiak High School, and the bridge and the
o 0 rk nm  e t c ,Jlr^ ? c olrcadY L?V?ln 'ne‘1 ln '  expansion of the Glenn Highway.
Gov. Bill Sheffield s proposed 1986 budget. , ..I t .s just absolutely necessary that we find .-

Money to actually build the bridge won't be another outlet-lnlet onto the Glenn Highway,
needed until the 1987 budget, a t the earliest, because the. traffic problems out there with .

iigtf **:? »<l< twfo". **r f* , 
our one little  entrance an d ' exit'1 are -fjust’h' leaving ourselves w ith," the senator'sald.

The planned bridge, which was included 
Thursday ln the U.S. highway system, and 
which thus will be eligible for federal as well 
as state funding, will be cither two or four 
lanes wide, depending on how much money Is 
availab le.'

Insurmountable; and we simply have' tO:-flndA 
another way to access Eagle R iver."" " \ f  

At present, all traffic entering the'commu--. 
nlty of Eagle River from the Glenn Highway 
goes through a single Interchange. The new 
bridge, which would cross Eagle River several 
miles upstream of the existing bridge, would 
allow the present Hiland Road Interchange to >>■ a |™pd a t cons‘™ tlo n  funds
handle traffic bound for Eagle River. l  I  , problem of traffic

Asked why he Introduced the funding re -" ' ^  /!? Cr a.nd Anchor:
quest for the bridge as a separate bill r a t h e r '£ £ cd arte o „ i  n?nl n proposed
than Incorporate It Into the main construction A , . 1/  :  1  M s  year,
budget, Kelly said it is a m atter of legislative -  * I £ 5 of 9ienn Highway
tactics. • i. ' <,m ♦. • » between Hiland Road and Muldoon Road, in

"A lo t, of tim es'you sim ply 'w ant to 'ca ll ’ AnchoraBe. from four to six lanes.
■ The city’s main push for construction mon-

ey for the bridge probably will come next
: year, Dennerlein sold.

attention to the fact that you need this, and 
by Introducing a bill It becomes part of the 

>proccss. If you can put In the budget, fine; if
you can't then you might want to push a bill i-!j "It's a fair bet that the bridge will be very 
through. It's Just another>.optlon that we're high on the 1987 (city) requests /’ he said.

P a s s i o n  m a n ’s , d r i v i n g  f o r c e

| Continued Irom Page B-~
'Jefferson Starship came to 

! 'town and Bob was supposed 
to pick up Grace Slick a t the 
airport. "But she ducked out 
one of the bottom doors and 
took a cab."

"I even put on a suit," he 
says with mock injury. "I had 
one of those little  roses in my 
lapel. I was going to chauf­
feur GRACE SUCK!"

The Joneses say they do it 
> all for the fun of It. They 

certainly seem to be having a 
good time. Last year they put
2,000 miles on Passion, driv­
ing to S e ttle r ’s Bay for 
brunch and to Portage for 

*. picnics. t
Back when Passion was 

. black — with Cadillac sliver 
crushed velour upolstery —
Bob rolled her ln a ditch at 
the  curve w here Dowling 
Road meets Lake Otis Drive.
His father was a passenger In 
the car. No one was hurt but 
the car.

"My father thought It was 
just funnier than nell." The 
damage^ab? Twelve grand.

.. "If you wanna play, you 
gotta pay," says Mike (1930 
Chevy) Hunsberger, who has 

t been listening to t Bob talk

J

.. about Passion. , -
' ’ Bob Is stopped by a request V\ 
to explain why he Is willing 

. to spend so much time and 
I'm oney on a car. "T h a t’s 
■hard," he says. Hunsberger .
1 helps out: ' ‘ ; ,  • ;

"It 's  like having your own 
• parade. People ln front of you • -  

y  slow down. People behind 
speed up just to take a look."

✓... Sometimes the c o s t. o f . a • 
r  passion Is more than money. , 
'.About five years ago, P a t ty  
. left Bob, divorced him. He 

f: says It was because of his 
’’ ; obsession with cars. She says , 

there was more to it than  ! 
that, but car madness was : 
certainly way up there. /

’ •*’* V/A
used . to feeL left.'ou t,'ij 

; neglected," she says; ’ ; ' *
■ The divorce only lasted  

. seven months. "O ur' friends 
" say he really grew up after I . 

left him. He decided his fami­
ly was im portant."

So the Joneses remarried 
and Bob bought Patty  a 1948 
Willys Jeep convertible and 
now they work on cars to- 

••gether. . .1 f t ;
ft1’ '.’> - Ir.y 4'-(*V,
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t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  C h a i r  

F o r  R e a d i n g :  M a r c h  12, 1 9 8 5

m a r  2 ? 1985
A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  

A R  NO. 8 5 - 6 2

A  R E S O L U T I O N  S U P P O R T I N G  I M P R O V E M E N T  A N D  U P C R A D E  O F  T H E  C L E N N  A N D  P A R K S  

H I G H W A Y S

W H E R E A S ,  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  the M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  h a v e  b o t h  

e x p e r i e n c e d  d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e s  in p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  the p a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  a g r e a t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  thi s  g r o w t h  h a s  o c c u r r e d  in E a g l e  R i v e r  a n d  

in the W a s  ilia a r e a ,  a nd

W H E R E A S ,  m a n y  o f  the p e o p l e  t r a v e l  to a n d  f r o m  the A n c h o r a g e  B o w l  f or e m p l o y m e n t  

o n  a d a i l y  b a s i s ,  i n c l u d i n g  4 0 %  o f  the w o r k i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  the M a t - S u  B o r o u g h ,  

a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t his  h as s e v e r e l y  i m p a c t e d  the a b i l i t y  o f  t he e x i s t i n g  h i g h w a y  c o r r i d o r  

to m e e t  e v e n  the e x i s t i n g  d e m a n d ,  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  m u c h  o f  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ' s  f u t u r e  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o m e n t  w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  to o c c u r  a l o n g  thi s  p r i m a r y  c o r r i d o r .

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  be it R e s o l v e d  that:

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  j o i n s  w i t h  the M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  in s u p p o r t i n g  an o v e r a l l  

p l a n n i n g  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o g r a m  for the e n t i r e  G l e n n  a n d  P a r k s  H i g h w a y  C o r r i d o r  

f r o m  A n c h o r a g e  to W a s i l l a  to i n c l u d e :

1. e x p a n s i o n  o f  the G l e n n  f r o m  M u l d o o n  to E a g l e  R i v e r  to s i x  lanes;

2. c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n e w  ^ i ^ m l ^ R o a ^ J i r ^ ^ ^ ^ c r g s ^ E ^ ^ ^ ^ r v ^ r :

3. e x p a n s i o n  of  t he G l e n n  H i g h w a y  a c r o s s  the E l k u t n a  F l a t s  to M i l e  35, 

i n c l u d i n g  b r i d g e s ,  to f o u r  lanes;

4. e x p a n s i o n  o f  ihc P a r k s  H i g h w a y  to W a s i l l a ;  a n d

5. o b t a i n i n g  o f  a r i g h t - o f - w a y  for W a s i l l a  Bypass,
i l o r a t i o n  w i t h _ t h e  A l a s k a  R e ”6 .  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  g f  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  and

. i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  commuter r a i l  t r a n s i t  b e tw e e n  W a s i l l a ,  E a q l e  R i v e r  and  A n c h o ra g e ,  
flu s  r e s o l u t i o n  shall, t a k e  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  p a s s a g e  a n d  a p p r o v a l ,  a n d

c o p i e s  d i s t r i b u t e d  to the G o v e r n o r  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

1 2 t h
P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  by  the A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  thi s  

d a y  o f  M a r ch_____________________ , 1 9 85.

/ ITFA'V-yA TTEST V

t X  7  -*■ 4 , c < : r ti___
Mu' i c i p a ^ C l e r k

K e s o / a f w  S u p p o r t  i h t j  t k .  P r o j e c t



T h rou gh p r e v i o u s  analysis, it has b e e n  shown that the bridge 
o v e r  "'agle R i v e r  would be the best a l t e r n a t i v e  for i m p r o v i n g  
access to the G lenn H i g h w a y  from Eagle River. The cost of 
this a l t e r n a t i v e  also c o m p a r e s  very f a v o r a b l y  with the o t h e r  
al t e r n a t i v e s .  It is the o n l y  one of the v a r i o u s  a l t e r­
natives w h i c h  would both l essen the c o n g e s t i o n  at the South 
Eagle R i v e r  I n t e r c h a n g e  and e l i m i n a t e  the need for the G l e n n  
Hi g h w a y  to be w i d e n e d  to a six lane f a c i l i t y  north of the 
Hiland Road I nterchange. A l t h o u g h  the ADT on the Glenn 
H i g h w a y  south of the H i land  R oad I n t e r c h a n g e  is p r o j e c t e d  to 
be 55,000 by the y e a r  2001, the ADT n o r t h  of this 
i n t e r c h a n g e  is p r o j e c t e d  to be o n l y  38,000. This l a t t e r  
tr affic v olume is w i t h i n  the c a p a c i t y  of the e x i s t i n g  f a c i­
lity.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

Based o n  the resu lts of this study, both i n t e r i m  and longer 
range i m p r o v e m e n t s  will be r e q uired to improve the a c cess to 
the Glenn H i g h w a y  from Eagle River. I n t e r i m  s o l u t i o n s  are 
needed s ince the traffic c o n g e s t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  in e x i s t e n c e  
at the S outh Eagle R i v e r  I n t e r c h a n g e  must be r e l i e v e d  as 
soon as p r a c t i c a b l e .  However, l o n g - r a n g e  s o l u t i o n s  are also 
needed since these i n t e r i m  s o l u t i o n s  will not be s u f f i c i e n t  
to a c c o m m o d a t e  the p r o j e c t e d  traffic d emand for the year 
2 0 0 1 . .

In o r d e r  to r e lieve the e x i s t i n g  c o n g e s t i o n  probl e m s  at the 
South Eagle R i v e r  I n t e r c h a n g e  at A r t i l l e r y  Road, the 
fo l l owing i n t e r i m  actions are recomm e n d e d :

1. C o n s t r u c t  an a d d i t i o n a l  r i g h t - t u r n - o n l y  lane on the 
n o r t h b o u n d  o f f - r a m p  of the i n t erchan ge;

2. Add an a d d i t i o n a l  r i g h t - t u r n - o n l y  lane to eastbou nd 
A r t i l l e r y  Road from the i n t e r c h a n g e  o f f - r a m p  to 
Eagle River R o a d ;

3. C h a n n e l i z e  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Eagle River Road by 
ad d i n g  a r i g h t - t u r n - o n l y  lane from Eagle River Road 
to the New Eagle R i v e r  Urban; and

4. Install a traffic signal at the i n t e r s e c t i o n  of
Eagle River Road and the M e w  Eagle River Urban.

In o r d e r  to a c c o m m o d a c e  the p r o j e c t e d  c.rowth in traffic 
demand t h r o u g h o u t  Eagle River, the f o l l o w i n g  additi o n a l  
actions are r e c o m m e n d e d  for i m p l e m e n t a t i o n :

1. P r o g r a m  the p r e l i m i n a r y  e n g i n e e r i n g  phase for the
N o r t h  Eagle R i v e r  A c c e s s  Road I n t e r c h a n g e  for FY
1984-86;
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2. C o n s t r u c t  the N o r t h  Eagle R i v e r  A ccess Road 
I n t e r c h a n g e  in FY 1987;

3. P r o g r a m  p r e l i m i n a r y  e n g i n e e r i n g  m onies for the 
b r i d g e  over Eagle River and the n e c e s s a r y  Hiland 
Road i m p r o v e m e n t s  for FY1984-86;

4. C o n s t r u c t  the Eagle River B rid ge and upgrade Hiland
Road in FY 1987; and

5. Prepare a l o n g - r a n g e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  plan for Eagle
R i v e r  and the s u r r o u n d i n g  area which will identify 
n e c e s s a r y  intern al c i r c u l a t i o n  improvements.

The total est im a t e d  cost of these various improvemen ts would 
be $41,575 m i l l i o n  o v e r  the 1 9 8 4 - 1 9 8 7  time period. These 
costs are itemized in T able 3, with the s p e cific projects 
di s p l a y e d  on Figure 13.

TABLE 3

ESTIMATED COST OF RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS*
( $ 0 0 0 )

F I S C A  L Y E A R
P R O J E C T 1984 1985 1986 1987 TOTAL

1. Eagle River Bridge-
Hiland Road Improvements

300.0
PE

350.0
PE

400.0
PE

23,450.0 
R, U, C

24,500.0

2. North Eagle River Inter­
change

200.0
PE

200.0
PE

500.0
PE

15,700.0 
R, Q, C

16,600.0

3. South Eagle River Inter­
change Improvements

A. Added lanes
B. Traffic Signal

245.0
230.0

245.0
230.0

u

TOTAL 975.0 550.0 900.0 39,150.0 41,575.0

* Inflation is assumed at 7% per year.
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E n v i r o n m e n t a l / P h y s i c a l  .Impacts

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a b r idge across Eagle R i v e r  from the 
extension of Eagle R i v e r  Loop Road south to H iland Road 
would have a g r e a t e r  im pact on the e n v i r o n m e n t  than would 
the oth er a l t e r n a t i v e s .  M o d e r a t e  to s t e e p  slopes are p r e­
sent, whi le the site has a r a ting of m o d e r a t e l y  low to 
moderate s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  for s e i s m i c a l l y - i n d u c e d  ground 
failure. This area is w i t h i n  a c o a s t a l  m a n a g e m e n t  zone, 
contains wetlands, and is also c o n s i d e r e d  an important 
wildlif e habitat. E x t e n s i v e  e n g i n e e r i n g  and b i o l o g i c a l  s t u­
dies would be needed p r i o r  to c o n s t r u c t i n g  a bridge at this 
l o c a t i o n .

The a p p r o a c h  road n o r t h  of the b r i d g e  woul d follow a s e c tion 
line which has been cleared and is c u r r e n t l y  in use a c c o m­
modati ng a p o w e r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  line. However, addit ional 
r i g h t - o f - w a y  wouxd  need to be a c q u i r e d  for the bridge s t r u c­
ture and the road -south of the E a g l e  River. The -surrounding 
land is p r e s e n t l y  owned by the S t a t e  Park System, the 
Eklutna C o r p o r a t i o n ,  the M u n i c i p a l i t y ,  and p r i v a t e  i n d i v i­
duals .

No st ructures would need to be taken  at this time. However, 
the roads l e a di ng to the bridge wou ld need to be pro perly 
buffered to reduce n o i s e - a n d  visual i m pacts to abutting land 
uses, w h i c h  c u r r e n t l y  include a p a r k  and d e v e l o p i n g  r e s i d e n­
tial uses. An area on the n o r t h e a s t  end of the approach 
road is c u r r e n t l y  d e s i g n a t e d  as c o m m e r c i a l  in the Eagle 
River M as ter Plan. The new G r u e n i n g  J u n i o r  High School is 
located south of the p r o p o s e d  a l t e r n a t i v e .

T r affic Impacts

At the present time, the e xist i n g  H i l a n d  Road I nterc hange is 
very underutilized . A v e r a g e  t r a f f i c  v o l u m e s  are only 1000 
per day. However, wi th the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of this a l t e r­
native, this i n t e r c h a n g e  would  b ecome a p r i n c i p a l  access 
point to the Glenn H i g h w a y  from Eagle River. Access to and 
from the Hiland Road area to Eagle R i v e r  w o u l d  also be 
improved. School, shop ping, and c o m m e r c i a l  interests would 
all be more accessib le.

The const r u c t i o n  of this bridge w ould g r e a t l y  a l l e v i a t e  the 
existing and f o r e c a s t  t r a f f i c  v o l u m e s  at the South Eagle 
River Interchange, as traffic p r e s e n t l y  f orced to access 
Eagle River from this l o c a t i o n  w o u l d  now have the Hiland 
Road Interchange as a n o t h e r  option. Based on the model p r o­
jections, the t r a f f i c  d e mand for the H i l a n d  Road Interchang e 
would be 17,000 by the y e a r  2001. Of these  total trips, 
14,000 would cross the new bridge. The m a j o r i t y  of this 
traffic would be d i v e r t e d  from the South Eagle River 
Interchange. Trips o r i g i n a t i n g  in the E a gle River V a lley 
east of Eagle R i v e r  Loop Road w ould a l s o  have a better 
access to the G l e n n  Highway. Figure 12 d i s p l a y s  the impact 
of this a l t e r n a t i v e  on the p r o j e c t e d  t r a f f i c  volumes for the 
a r e a .

Cost

In 1982 dollars, the cost of this f a c i l i t y  has been e s t i­
mated to be a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $17.5 m i l l i o n .  This cost figure 
also includes i m p r o v e m e n t s  to p o r t i o n s  of Hiland Road.



The third a l t e r n a t i v e  consists of r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  the 
e x i s t i n g  S outh Eagle R i ver I nterc h a n g e  as a diamond 
interchange. Higher speeds on the ramps leading to the New 
Glenn H i g h w a y  would increase the c a p a c i t y  of the 
interchange. This altern a t i v e  would also require the a d d i­
tion of a n o t h e r  w e s t - b o u n d  traffic lane from the Eagle River 
Road inter s e c t i o n  to the on/off ramps west of the freeway. 
Tr affic from the west side of the h i g h w a y  would be c h a n­
nelized to merge with the o n -ram p and be contr o l l e d  by a 
yield sign at this point.

Eagle R i v e r  V a l l e y  Bridge - Hiland Road I m p r o v e m e n t s  \

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a new road and bridge south f r o m  the \ 
e x t e n s i o n  of Eagle R iver  Loop Road, over Eagle R i v e r  to \
H i lan d Road, could also p o t e n t i a l l y  ease the c o n g e s t i o n  \
c u r r e n t l y  being experi e n c e d  in Eagle River. This a l t e r -  I
n a t i v e  w o u l d  provide a d irect link from the areas of new \
growth, located p r i m a r i l y  in the Eagle R i v e r  Valley, to '
Hiland Road and to the existi ng Hiland Road Interchange.
Porti o n s  of Hiland Road would also be upgraded as a part of
this alternative. These improvements are d i s p l a y e d  on >

^ F i g u r e  6. /

A L T E R N A T I V E S  ANALY SIS

Each of the four princip al a l t e r n a t i v e s  under study would 
improve a cces s to the Glen n H i g h w a y  from Eagle River.
However, there are varying impacts a s s o c i a t e d  with each 
alternat ive. A brief d e s c r i p t i o n  of the e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  p h y­
sical, and traffic impacts, and the a s s o c i a t e d  cost, of each 
a l t e r n a t i v e  appears in the ensuing s e ction of this report. 
For p u r p o s e s  of this analysis, a "no-build" a l t e r n a t i v e  has 
been included in order to depict the future s i t u a t i o n  if no 
i m p r o v e m e n t s  at all are made. Because of the State's 
o n g o i n g  p r o g r a m  to upgrade the Glenn H i g h w a y  to a full 
access contro l l e d  facility, it was assumed that the North 
Eagle River Interchange would be c o n s t r u c t e d  by the year 
2001. All future traffic modeling includes this facility 
e x c e p t  for the "no-build" alternative.

No-3uild

If no efforts are undertaken to improve a ccess to the Glenn 
Highway, the traffic situation in Eagle River can be 
ex p ec ted to s teadily worsen. C o n g e s t i o n  at the South Eagle 
Ri v e r  Interchange, and in the immediate vicinity, would be 
far worse by the year 2001 than at present. Model p r o j e c­
tions indicate that by that time the ADT at this location 
would be 32,000.

At the only  oth er access point to Eagle River, the North 
Eagle River Access Road, the ADT would a p p r o a c h  13,000.
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