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Pouch V

House Judiciary Committee Stat aP ^ L ,
y Juneau, Alaska 99811

MEMO: March 25, 1985 (907) 465-4990

TO: Sen. Jack Coghill

Chairman, Senate Transportation Committee

FROM: Rep. M. Mike M i l l e r  (Juneau )

RE: HB l / F r e e  f e r r y  t r a n s p o r t  o f  goods f o r  c h a r i t i e s
Request  f o r  h e a r i n g  i n  Senate  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee

You have i n  y ou r  committee CSHB l ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ) , which wou ld  a l l o w  the  
A la s k a  Marine Highway System to  p r o v i d e  o c c a s i o n a l  f r e e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  e s s e n t i a l  
goods —  f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g  and f u r n i s h i n g s  —  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  ( f r e e )  d o n a t i o n s  
t o  the  p o o r  l i v i n g  i n  o u t l y i n g  communit ies  s e rv ed  by  the  f e r r y  sys tem .

I  would a p p r e c i a t e  the  e a r l y  s c h edu l i n g  o f  a h e a r i n g  on t h i s  b i l l  by y o u r  
committee i f  i t  can be a r r a ng ed .  There  would be no f i s c a l  impact  on t h e  f e r r y  
system as the  b i l l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w r i t t e n ,  as t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  wou ld be on a sp ace -  
a v a i l a b l e  b a s i s ,  th e reb y  n o t  cau s ing  revenue  l o s s e s  f r om  pay ing  p a s s e ng e r s .

The CS adopted by the  House T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Committee and l a t e r  passed 
by the  House i s  an improvement o f  my o r i g i n a l  b i l l .  I t  t i g h t e n s  e l i g i b i l i t y  
r equ i r emen ts  f o r  c h a r i t i e s  t o  r e c e i v e  t h i s  p r i v e l e g e  and p r e v e n t s  abu ses .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  l im i t e d  p r i v e l e g e  f o r  c h a r i t i e s ,  the  b i l l  a l s o  
p r o v i d e s  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  th e  Marine Highway System t o  t r a n s p o r t  needed goods 
i n  d e c l a r e d  d i s a s t e r s  and emergenc ies ,  an a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  i s  u n c l e a r  under  
e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s .  A l though the  f e r r y  system d i d  p r o v i d e  emergency t r a n s p o r t  
t o  Tenekee Sp r ing s  f o l l o w i n g  I 9 8 4 ' s  Thanksg iv ing  Day s to rm  and th e  r e s u l t i n g  
d e c l a r e d  d i s a s t e r  by the  G ove rn o r ,  th e  f e r r y  sys tem does n o t  have  s t a t u t o r y  
a u t h o r i t y  to  do s o .  The b i l l  would make t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  s p e c i f i c .

I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  about  the  b i l l ,  o r  abou t  th e  r eq ue s t e d  h e a r i n g ,  
p l e a s e  c on t a c t  me. F o r  the  i n f o rm a t i o n  o f  y ou r  s t a f f  who may be r e s e a r c h i n g  
the  b i l l ,  the  s t a f f  p e r s on  h an d l i n g  the  b i l l  f o r  me i s  Bob Speed ( x - 4 9 9 0 ) .
He w i l l  be g la d  t o  p r o v i d e  any a s s i s t a n c e  o r  i n f o rm a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  p r i o r  t o  
h e a r i n g s .

t e t e  l l e m g l c t t u r e

m a r  2  6  1985



April 9, 1985 

M E M O R A N D U M

To: C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s

From: C o m m i t t e e  s t a f f

Re: B a c k g r o u n d  on CS HB l(Trans)

T o m o r r o w ,  the c o m m i t t e e  will tak e  up CS HB 1 (Trans), w h i c h  p ro p o s e s  to 

a l l o w  free t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  c l o t h i n g  and h o u s e h o l d  g oods f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on b o a r d  the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  ferries. T h i s  s e r v i c e  

w o u l d  be use d  to m o v e  c h a r i t a b l e  items, p r i m a r i l y  by the S a l v a t i o n  A rmy, 

f rom places w h e r e  t h e y  have a s ur plus, like June a u ,  to o u t l y i n g  v i l l a g es  

w h e r e  there is a d i s t i n c t  need. S a l v a t i o n  A r m y  personnel t e s t i f i e d  to 

H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  h e a r i n g s  that t h e y  w o u l d  l ik e l y  use the free f er r y  

ride to eac h  o f  the S o u t h e a s t e r n  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e y  serve two o r  t hree 

t imes each year.

As it was o r i g i n a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d , HB 1 was o p p o s e d  by D O T / P F  as it m i g h t  

be p o t e n t i a l l y  e a s i l y - a b u s e d ,  and c o u l d  cr e a t e  addi ti o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

w o r k  for the d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  also a n t i c i p a t e d  probl e ms  

loading and u n l o a d i n g  free vans and trucks, w h i c h  c o u l d  i n c r e a s e  the 

a m o u n t  of tim e  the ferries w o u l d  be in port. M o s t  of t h e i r  c o n c er n s  

have been a d d r e s s e d  in the c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  tha t  v/as p as s e d  by the 

H ouse, h o w ever, the d e p a r t m e n t  is still not w i l d l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b ou t  

the b i l l .
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WUJKA UKAJb'T

H e i n
1 / 3 0 / 8 5 /

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  M . M . M i l l e r ,  G o l l ,
S und  a n d  D u n c a n

I N  THE HOUSE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 1 ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )

I N  THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEG ISLATURE - F IR S T  SESSION

A B IL L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  f e r r y  s y s t em  t o  t r a n s p o r t

c e r t a i n  i t e m s  w i t h o u t  c h a r g e . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  S e c t i o n  1. AS 19.65 i s  am ended  b y  a d d i n g  new  s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  19.65.030. TRANSPORTATION OF GOODS FOR CHARITABLE ORGANIZA­

T IONS .  (a) To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  u n s o l d  s p a c e  i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  c om m is ­

s i o n e r  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  may p r o v i d e  t o  a u ­

t h o r i z e d  n o n p r o f i t  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f r e e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  

v a n s  a n d  v e h i c l e s  o n  A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t em  v e s s e l s  b e t w e e n  

A l a s k a  p o r t s  o n l y .  A v a n  o r  v e h i c l e  t r a n s p o r t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

may c o n t a i n  o n l y  c l o t h i n g  a n d  h o u s e h o l d  f u r n i s h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  t o  b e  

d i s t r i b u t e d  w i t h o u t  c h a r g e  t o  n e e d y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  f a m i l i e s .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  

a u t h o r i z e d  t o  r e c e i v e  f r e e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  (a) o f  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  a n d  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  a l i s t  o f  t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  A u t h o r i z a ­

t i o n  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  a t  l e a s t  

t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may e s t a b l i s h  a d d i t i o n a l  c r i t e r i a  f o r  

a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  A n o n p r o f i t  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  

u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n -  may s u b m i t  a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  f o r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  

T h e  r e q u e s t  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a u ­

t h o r i z a t i o n .

(c) An o r g a n i z a t i o n  may l o s e  i t s  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  

c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  

u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

- 1 -  CSHB l ( T r s p )
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S e c .  19.65.040. EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION OF GOODS. T h e  c omm is ­

s i o n e r  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  may p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  

f r e e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  go od s  o n  A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  v e s s e l s  

d u r i n g  an  em e r g e n c y  d e c l a r e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r .

*  S e c .  2. AS 19.65.030 i s  r e p e a l e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  

o f  t h i s  A c t .

CS1IB l ( T r s p ) - 2 -



H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s

P o u c h  V  

State C a p ito l 

Jun eau , A la s k a  9981 j 

(907) 465-4858Rep. Bette Cato, Chairman Committee on Transportation

D ATE 23 J A N U A R Y  1985

TO: L EGAL S E R V I C E S

FROM: Rhonda

C o m m i t t e e  A i d e  ^

H ouse T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

RE HB 1

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u g g e s t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  in o u r  J a n u a r y  2 2 n d  c o m m i t t e e  

m e e t i n g  f o r  p o s s i b l e  a m e n d m e n t s .  S t a f f  wa s  i n s t r u c t e d  to f o r w a r d  

t h e m  to Legal Se r v i c e s  f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  into the w o r k  d r a f t  f o r  

CSH B  1. I have also a t t a c h e d  a c o p y  of the m i n u t e s  f r o m  tha t 

m e e t i n g  f o r  y o u r  inf or m a t i o n .  Ple a s e  giv e  m e  a call s h o u l d  y o u  

nee d  to d i s c u s s  this further.

1. H a v e  the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  

d e v e l o p  a list o f  a u t h o r i z e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in o r d e r  to n a r r o w  

th e  n u m b e r  of c h a r i t i e s  w h i c h  could use the s y s t e m  f o r  free.

2. A d d i t i o n a l c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  m u s t  p e t i t i o n  th e  C o m m i s­

si o n e r  with w r i t t e n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  to be a d m i t t e d  to t h a t  list

3. V i o l a t o r s  or a b u s e r s  of the l a w  w o u l d  be e x c l u d e d  f r o m  th e

4. D e c l a r e  e m e r g e n c i e s  - le t the M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  t r a n s p o r t  

goods f o r  free d u r i n g  t imes of em e r g e n c i e s .  (This s h o u l d  be a 

se p a r a t e  s e c t i on  m a k i n g  it s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  f r o m  the 

e l i g i b i l i t y  lis t  o f  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;  this w o u l d  g ive D O T  the 

a b i l i t y  to deal w i t h  e m e r g e n c y  s i t u a t i o n s  l e g a l l y — an a b i l i t y  

w h i c h ,  as we u n d e r s t a n d  it, t h e y  do, n o t  have  at the p r e s e n t  

time.)

£ T h o  r t i a y < i + a h l o  n v n a n i 7 a  + i n n c  m u c t  h o  i n  ov ic - t - n n n n  ■fnn T u o a r c

S U G G E S T E D  A M E N D M E N T S

list



7. L i n e  17 add the "free" between " d i s t r i b u t e d "  and "to".

8. L i n e  12 add the w o r d  "unsold" b e t w e en  the w o r d s  "that" and 

"space".

As y o u  can tell f r o m  the minutes, the C o m m i t t e e  is c o n c e r n e d  with  

th e  p o t e n t i a l a buse of this pr o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n.  A n y  a s s i s t a n c e  

y o u  c a n  o f f e r  w i t h  a t t e m p t i n g  to close a n y  such lo o ph o l e s  

a p p r e c i a t e d .
■ ■: . ' . ’ ■ •

cc: T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  Memb e rs



O f f e r e d :  2 / 1 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  M . M . M i l l e r ,  Goll,
S u n d  a n d  D u n c a n

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 1 ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F or a n  A ct e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  f e r r y  s y s t e m  to t r a n s p o r t

7 c e r t a i n  i t e m s  w i t h o u t  c h a r g e . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASKA:

9 *  S e c t i o n  1. AS  1 9 .65 is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

10 Sec. 1 9 . 6 5 . 0 3 0 .  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  O F  G O O D S  F O R  C H A R I T A B L E  O R G A N I Z A -

11 TIONS. (a) To the e x t e n t  th'.t u n s o l d  s p a c e  is a v a i l a b l e ,  t he c o m m i s -

12 s i o n e r  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  m a y  p r o v i d e  to au-

13 t h o r i z e d  n o n p r o f i t  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  fre e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of

14 v a n s  a n d  v e h i c l e s  o n  A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  v e s s e l s  b e t w e e n

15 A l a s k a  p o r t s  only. A  v a n  or  v e h i c l e  t r a n s p o r t e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n

16 m a y  c o n t a i n  o n l y  c l o t h i n g  a n d  h o u s e h o l d  f u r n i s h i n g s  t hat ar e  to be

17 d i s t r i b u t e d  w i t h o u t  c h a r g e  to n e e d y  i n d i v i d u a l s  and f a m i lies.

18 (b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  are

19 a u t h o r i z e d  to r e c e i v e  f r e e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  (a) of this

20 s e c t i o n  a n d  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  a l ist of t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  A u t h o r i z a -

21 t i o n  is l i m i t e d  to o r g a n i z a t i o n s  that h a v e  b e e n  in e x i s t e n c e  at least

22 t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  a d d i t i o n a l  c r i t e r i a  f or

23 a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  A  n o n p r o f i t  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d

24 u n d e r  thi s  s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  s u b m i t  a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  f or a u t h o r i z a t i o n .

25 T h e  r e q u e s t  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  the o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  au-

26 t h o r i z a t i o n .

27 (c) A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m a y  los e  its a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  f a i l i n g  to

28 c o m p l y  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  of thi s  s e c t i o n  or  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d

29 u n d e r  thi s  s e c tion.

- 1 -  CSHB l ( T r s p )



1 Sec. 1 9 . 6 5.040. E M E R G E N C Y  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  O F  GOODS. T h e  commis-

2 s i o n e r  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  m a y  p r o v i d e  f or the

3 fre e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of g o o d s  o n  A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  v e s s e l s

4 d u r i n g  an  e m e r g e n c y  d e c l a r e d  by  t he g o v e r n o r .

5 * Sec. 2. AS  1 9 . 6 5 . 0 3 0  is r e p e a l e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e

6 of thi s  Act.

CSHB l ( T r s p ) -2-



I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 4 / 8 5
R e f e r r e d :  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d
F i n a n c e

B Y  M . M . M I L L E R , G O L L . S U N D  A N D
1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  D U N C A N

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 1

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t he f e r r y  s y s t e m  to t r a n s p o r t

7 c e r t a i n  i t e m s  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h o u t

8 c h a r g e . "

9 B E  IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

10 * S e c t i o n  1. AS  1 9 .65 is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

11 Sec. 19 . 6 5 . 0 3 0 .  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  O F  G O O D S  F O R  C H A R I T A B L E  O R G A N I Z A -

12 T I ONS. To the e x t e n t  tha t  s p a c e  is a v a i l a b l e ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of

13 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  m a y  p r o v i d e  to n o n p r o f i t  c h a r i t a -

14 b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f r e e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of v a n s  a n d  v e h i c l e s  o n  A l a s k a

15 m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  v e s s e l s .  A  v a n  or  v e h i c l e  t r a n s p o r t e d  u n d e r

16 t his s e c t i o n  m a y  c o n t a i n  o n l y  c l o t h i n g  a n d  h o u s e h o l d  f u r n i s h i n g s  that

17 are to be d i s t r i b u t e d  to n e e d y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  fa m i l i e s .

c .
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A N A L Y S I S :  A t t a c h  a s e p a r a t e  y a g e  if n e c e s s a r y

It is as s u m e d  t h a t  those " C h a r i t a b l e  O r g a n i z a t i o n s "  r e q u e s t i n g  free t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f o r  a van o r  v e h i c l e  c o n t a i n i n g  c l o t h i n g  and ho u s e h o l d  goods for d i s t r i b u t i o n  to 

n e e d y  p e rs o n s  c e r t i f y  this need by formal w r i t t e n  r e a u e s t  and tha t  free D a s s a ge  

will be g r a n t e d  by pass w i t h  no l i a b i l i t y  o f  the S t at e  to t h os e  organizations'.

* - H i s t o r i c a l  i n fo rm a t io n  no t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  c a l c u l a t e  revenue lo s s .

P r e p a r e d  3y: J o e  D. Camp, Depu t y ? C o m mi s s i  one 

D i v i s i o n :  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i Q h W y t f f v

A p p r o v e d  L y  C c . t m i s s i o n er  

A g e n c y :  D O T & P F

Phone: /165-3950 

D ate: 0 1 /18/85

Date: Qt/u/s)'

D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  A g e n c y  p r e p a r i n g  fiscal not e ) :

L e c * t l c t i v e  F i n a n c e  

L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  

F e e . e s t e r

C f ’ite c f  Xanacer.ent a n d  B u d g e t

> : a c t e d  A g e n c y ( i e s )  Z & & C  F I S C A L *  N O T E - 7 /1 /8 4



HB 1: An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  f e r r y  s y s t em  t o  t r a n s p o r t  c e r t a i n
i t e m s  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  c h a r g e .

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  i s  o p p o s e d  
t o  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  i t e m s  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  
c h a r g e-  T h e  m u l t i t u d e  o f  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
w o u l d  i n u n d a t e  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  w i t h  r e q u e s t s .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L a b o r  s t a t i s t i c s ,  t h e r e  a r e  892
p o t e n t i a l  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  The  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  t h e s e  r e q u e s t s  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t i m e  t h a t  c o u l d  e v o l v e  i n t o  a r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r
a d d i t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l .

S m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  u s u a l l y  h a v e  a l o w  e c o n o m i c  b a s e  t h e r e f o r e  h i g h  
r a t i o  o f  n e e d y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a nd  f a m i l i e s .  W i t h  many i t  i s  a way 
o f  l i f e  p r e f e r r e d  o v e r  u r b a n  d w e l l i n g .  T he  f r e e  c a r r i a g e  o f  
t h e s e  i t e m s  c o u l d  h a v e  a d e f i n i t e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  economy o f  a 
s m a l l  c o m m u n i t y  and  w o u l d  c om pe t e  w i t h  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  b o t h  i n  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s .

O p e r a t i o n a l l y  i t  i s  n o t  f e a s i b l e  t o  c a r r y  v a n s  on  a s p a c e  a v a i l ­
a b l e  b a s i s .  V a n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  l o a d e d  p r i o r  t o  o t h e r  
v e h i c l e s .

H ow e v e r  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  HB 1 s h o u l d  b e  amended  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  n e e d y  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n
d e c l a r e d  a d i s a s t e r  a r e a  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .
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