


Kelly Vrem August 21, 1985
P.0. Box 670742
Chugiak, Alaska 99567

The Honorable Mitch Abood
The State Senate

Interim Office

1024 W. 6th Ave.
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Abood:

At this time i1 wish to make a brief statement regarding the Subsistence
Hunting and Fishing regulations, specifically the talk of elimination or
restriction of non-resident hunters. | hope we may be able to testify in
person or meet with you to discuss this above matter further in the near-
future as this is a bad time for myself and the over 400 other Registered
Guides in the State since the majority of us are in the field.

There has been plenty of subsistence protection available in the Fish and
Game Regulations over the last years. Rural residents had several
advantages available to them not readilly accessible to the general urban
public. These included Controlled Use Areas and special seasons during
December, January, February and even into March under some circumstances
for moose and caribou. What these hunts are designed for is rural residents
who hunt on snow machines.

For example last year inmy guide area some residents of Togiak rode snow
machines to within 70 miles of Aniak to hunt caribou. They killed approx—
imately 65 caribou during March. This hunt took place 120 miles from their
village. The snow cover was unusually deep last winter enabling them to
travel relatively easily. The distances involved suggest to me that this was
a sport hunt. |If they had spent the same money on meat as they did on
gasoline they could have purchased more meat then the caribou yielded.
These hunts occurred inUnits 18 and 19. Unit 18 has no September or sport
season to protect the caribou herd in that area. Yet the Fish and Game has
been pressured into allowing a February subsistence hunt for several years.
These winter hunts result in more caribou of both, sexes and ages being
taken in one season than ali my non-resident hunters would kiil in 20 years.



The deep snow in April led to the killing of 13 brown bears in Unit 18 by
residents of Goodnews Bay. it has been several years since the snow cover
has allowed access to the mountains where the bears den and spend the first
2 weeks in the spring. Again all sexes and ages were killed. My clients take
about 2 bears a year on the average for that part of Unit 18. The median age
of our bears is over 12 years old and 80% males. We would have to hunt 6
years to equal the take of one of 1week in the area. There was a herd of 19
moose around Goodnews Lake. Last April 17 gutpiles were spotted around
the lake and the other 2 rnoose couldn®t be located.

The very people who would get the priority use of the local game if numbers
were reduced are the ones whc caused the reduction in the first place. The
system of controlled Use Areas and late seasons hunts provide ali the
opportunity and advantage necessary for the rural residents.

Imight point out that 2 years ago idid a study for the Alaska Professional
Hunters Association to determine the impact of non-resident hunters in
Alaska. |1 found some surprising statistics. Non-residents bought about 0,7%
of the Hunting Liscenses in the State. They took 0J5% of the game harvest.
The non-resident tag sales generated about 95% of the licenses arid tag fees
collected by the State. If one adds to this the matching funds provided by
the Pitman Roberts Act the impact of non-residents in terms of money
generated is very important. The impact on the game nerds couia be called
minimal.

In conclusion there already exists mechanics for Subsistence preference.
Eliminating or restriction of non-resident hunters makes no sense from a
fiscal or biological standpoint. After the conclusion of our hunts in October
and November my fellow guides and myself would like very much to testify
on this issue.

Sincereh y

Kelly Vrem



Alaska Sportfishing Association
3605 Arctic Blvd., Suite 800 ¢ Anchorage, Alaska 99503

March 21, 1985

Senator Mitch Abood

Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mitch,
The recent Alaska Supreme Court decision (Madison Case) has resulted iIn a
potentially chaotic and explosive situation. It leaves nearly all of

Alaska®s people as "priority subsistence users"™ under the subsistence law
and it precludes restricting these subsistence users until sport and com-
mercial fishing is closed down. Although on the outside this may appear
to be fair, it creates an unmanageable mess of the Dept of Fish and Game
and renders the Board of Fisheries nearly useless. This could be dis-
asterous to the sportfishing, commercial and hunting industries. , -
tionally, some rivers cannot stand an efficient harvesting method Wi.chout
a threat to the fish resource. The current legislation proposed by the
Administration will not resolve these issues and, as a permanent bill, will
harm sport and commercial Ffisheries.

The citizens of Alaska did not vote or participate in the designation of
“"rural"™ Alaska as the only cr.es qualified for priority subsistence, nor is
the definition of "rural”™ or "subsistence priority” clearly understood.
These are issues that need full public discussion prior to considering a
permenent change to the subsistence law. Therefore, as an interim measure,
the Alaska Sportfishing Association calls for immediate action to:

1. Enact legislation this session with a termination or sunset
clause expiration date of December 31, 1985, that will enable the Dept
of Fish and Game and particularly the Boards of Fish and Game to limit
subsistence fishing in the same manner as they were before the Madison
decision.

2. Immediately take action that will insure that prior to the 1986
legislative session the priority subsistence issue is fTully aired at public
hearings with this input assembled and given to the 1986 legislature.

3. During the 1986 Ilegislative session, thoroughly debate the sub-
sistence priority statute and bring about along term, Tfair solution for
resource users in all areas of the state.

One possible means of identifying the Boards authority in a temporary law
for this year would be to include the eight points utilizedby the Board.

We believe that a true subsistence priority need does existfor a very
few long time residents in very remote areas. Putting any individual
in a position where he has priority of a resource, if even legal, over
all other people in Alaska, and the world for that matter, is a law and
priority that must be severely restricted.



KENAI RIVER SPORTFISHING ASSOCIATION
3301 “C” Street Suite 202
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Phone (907) 276-1451

To: Alaska State Legislators:

On March 19, 1985 the Steering Committee of the Kenai River Sportfishing
Association unanimously approved the following motion:

" We favor interim legislation this session having a sunset clause of
December 31, 1985 that accomplishes:

(1) Return of the regulatory jurisdiction of fish and game back
to the boards offish and game as it existed prior to the
Madison decisionof February 22, 1985 by the Alaska Supreme
Court.

(2) That the legislature then cause to have public hearings held
state wide prior to the 1986 legislative session that would
frame legislation that would accomplish a permanent solution
to the relationship between subsistence, sport, commercial and
personal use fisheries as well as all aspects of recreational
and subsistence hunting."

Chaos must be removed fromthe management of our fish and game resource
until apermanent solution be gained from public input from all citizens
of the State of Alaska on the permanent use and allocation of fish and
game. We cannot allow ar.y situation to continue that has the potential
of causing severe damage to the fishery resource. Resource regulation

must be preserved.

Bob Penney - (W) 561-5221 (h) 274-7497
Chairman

Attachment
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| arn writing to urge you to pass Senate Bill # 231 and give the

Board of Fisheries the flexibility to manage the resource for the
user groups.. Thank You..

| am writing to urge you to pass Senate Bill # 231 and give the
Board of Fisheries the flexibility to manage the resource for the
user groups. Thank You..



April 4, 1985

Monna Alwine

P.0. Box 602
Cordova, Alaska 995

To whom it may concern:

I am concerned about the situation that may develope in Cordova if adequate
steps are not taken to ensure the commercial fisherman®s livelihood. The ruling
by the Alaskan Supreme Court on the subsistence use of salmon threatens Cordova“s
economy which is based entirely on the commercial fishing of salmon. The laws
need to be changed or modified to protect this way of life. Subsistence use of
salmon by all Alaskans, rural and urban, 1is a knife in the back to the commercial
fisheries. The economic repercussions of the decline or total lose of the commer—
cial fisheries in Cordova, would be felt by all Alaskans.

Is the right of all Alaskans to the salmon worth thecomplete demise of a way
of life for the fisherman? | don"t think so! | would appreciate anything you
could do to protect our commercial fisheries.

Sincerely yours,
Monna Alwine
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RAINBIE%FBISHfORIES, Inc.
Cordova, %< 9695574

March 31., 1985

Senator Abood, Chairman

Senate State Affairs Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Sir:

I support Senate Bill #231 and House Bill #288 to have our Copper River salmon
fishery. We would like to urgently request the State Affairs Committee to
support it as well, or any similar legislation that would give the power back to
the Alaska Board of Fish and Game to regulate and manage our Fish and Game

resources.

This will have a serious impact on the town of Cordova if this legislation 1is
not passed, and it is very important that this issue be resolved during this

Session.

Thank you very much for your efforts.

Very truly yours,

R. J. Shaw



<3-C&r fa/swaSo (r Jbooc/,

7T%#"/" y D u stsyyosf NScwade. kfa/ fa<3)3/.

Cowwos /og/c ctetfr/y fate fates fautfa

teu fafasZa Soatrd of-fishtrtes

Gayne, Jwusf fat/t/z / fa y?<?2u/*ir ya

/~f£jctete c/scfa i "y?#i0<7<?£ /?s/? try?fa <ge?s*/"

fa s OUtsc*ES,, fafa fats l€<?'sla ['Occ

/5 t/tfa y>a<,ssfa -faé &co<ytdm*c /" ysrf

W fn frc frytf a c?/7<fa yy/l/z<?/ fa sv>~.
My sv/emsomc gasStc/ cm

yym&tFfin”? oin roy>ye&z iz/zeir

iuffa> fa a y(/ frutffriy o/hg&ir cosJo *4

Jj/CzZztfad&sifa sjyTdu/d fasts Jst/s"fasu y sy

a /1] faysS |/ fa mol y?#£'I'f fa , fays

£Efr?-frVy /busy Tx rosiwcc tefa /fastfrtcfa/fa

fo fat, royyyy r fass -r/sfary,
fa #ted fat/ fact/' fassy fa tsd
i/iCy,(/  fao0 \fSc(( (eSSy  tUOf/ fatSietzJC.

fa) ft L/0tfa fa£3/ J 3 / fa fr/Qfa cossivufast

- r tofcil [ ]

75rAATE-12u/2TE U\'\ ;  Si/zyyfafa

\D){"tj]j p b ffcy ,52

da APR 81985 kJ OEfUtortf-,~tc 9~ V



N | d ttuyCyé&d ~Nfund+dcbi

] dbid., e _ _
d cruJixo cyfadud /n*duyuxpé&, /93T(p /Xaald
/N yEu*vujr  Jldud  c*At*U/dAiC. <y CAAA/D"
SWg0-6*-,-.. AAsu/hX"c A"nd .-"dc, /TUaHsi  Aotloja/jaind
&/ ¥cLhaO N 2 CextitSiCl . ..dida cy”Lo-d  i*00ifA . ;
T o yy F &UA) cAd%'/Ayd?/_'AyAf . j&srX’\J/ " dd ?i-tA—cy&d_
/y~sd /CAnd yrud® d~U <LjdL&d ANtA>dd\ _ *Cjtyd
aCcq . ddndA”« xaahl A . .
J/A. JI9TA  /*ny[ . cAAXjAr /z*d d  /rtl&ikxJ | dh _
cdMAsth,-  y/dl <Nd*ASIE - yACAytyO * . uoJ-t?" UpPrE**a<Ulu J

yOFAyd. " dcdtyr® AN JRIAMN ., AtUihddLridCA®, dAddAd*~-v

AAAj-Cadd, AOQ d~s) dr*udtdrA-- _cyr dd _ d d d /2srd
yiLMNAAMAMG I Addddy d> db . yyyurtrudy -..djd.

Mu 4\ //Ludo dJ~. % _ANJL. vyytyd-L jd-*- /nttd
Jirl Ljdddj 7/ ~d *tjpd-dJ AAJOAC dU. A++yudLA- yL&i

= prrt jfitp A"i&ircd--..do .. ykd>-<AI#IAN Ba>\_ _
dh-~ &yy2*A\ /aas<s\ dcoé&on”, t <X ddo”
<jpceyd<~ d*N~<~ ca*. *A- JSyyrAn o /Z&"ced (X~ruJnrddced J2Cem-o-opf>.
>X/WZ4«ac O ,"AyoA~rdd 1isdco\ dylldyM-

J S&AAMdd-s” L. d-Z-t"kyd* AJO /*~ yXad <d ddadta*l
"Acid A~Nd -yi/UAunrd ~CA>dd. ydodd c¢Jk. y&A.cXudd ,

d rUXhtdd And yduj-»n AA y *><3efi~L, en- /luds<dtLrucJL,
Bjdjveds Qodo od m <A~«aJ) Ck™MNAN dd

CrTL  A- sAUId) J<unrtdzh-vCIn

db&*Al0-<"0 d*-  LEA-uC&<*4jy?*d /CLAid duM*cfl  x"*t~C

25\IM)  E)TrU<AIAN}  jSAdArdx] dA-dj  BOMASAudEAXJIZ. AA-Xyuld
d<-  /UAjsudd*-d A-0 .hat’. d~<. yAyd~ dA%-i-d  &*_
/0dd*r~f. i/ y&d mMAAQ i A~ A-<>od A<
dd “a d~&4 sAud (PAiAANdI-d-  $nu. &<M  s*d*AuAtL~EA_

&ua\ dddd-~uCtUMro dAO<- dddyfeeTtA/y?A A s u d



AAAnddvKy  d d . . dad™y dhAAy) yy~d

ANOGA™ (ydyyxdXy0  GXFA. d*OXy A0 COy™  dyfyik Ald'
XJAL d~ ~ -AAAUwyMtdusidA)]  odlyoGsido Jld . AN dy2fuA<h
yuoyd, <yQAdxA*ud™  ddc{, al~ __ .

fMyLxd3 d*ALAjJ yQAoysuL*j yyAO-dd A jdd  yyveLyx?
tdbn0O  yU/ddd @d-US) AAwAVUAyd , . . -. _ L
5 oeee. /e AAyyd  suddun_ dy  db. dd>d& . cdyruyYw”
daXAyd  AyAluCtxi A—  yOdndiyyOry™  yydyd.. /d-tcCt™  dAX. e
ddUL AuddydyrUJL- A*AO\* . d~ X, AUylyddLyzXy dyFydyyr- -
TLtdz d<-yQsfhtt-ded c¢*p{ y& dddj. /0 /dhiy]
JUKsiyy& X dé& yX, AyXdhudZyUAy  yIAd  redtydo
dn- fd N xAuddydityCyX™  yiM-AY] y3ydtZedyry .
JXAdidy, d ydLdh-S\ cyrcexd dd  yE3 A% -dd*- yd A*ydwl
dyldiyrysOyC - AtAAud . Adxxd&yyd*)  AMyddxArdo  yEyiuyxddZy  AyAsyyd™
AtddduAycfrAU) e AdyAudZyyAA " /A ddddd dd*d
;I/AIAiyrud AO~d'd  yAls xAN - 'U""A"r>VL{‘d>* id<-  MUAAU
AxddsLzwO ddo  yXAldyy AMXANfccdd™ do  SUycdiOyL- d>day<yA _
A OMS> yGyxdydxC™ J&LOMN&At-« A~y tAX. d- -Aj yCAK
yUXJIEAUxdy, yX.  yUAA) tAMAW YAL&YO] -d<_,y i AUXKLAZCXXM
AUala . d crddd) RAAXxdd cAyAyxoyd d”y  JA yJiddiryfs
MXTAVUXXAAXD — odydyy*A , AyxPyid - ydyduyAt  wMALyd - y“Oyyd~ dyrdith”
dJ~ yuo-d dd d&Aidis\ d& yOduM™ cAOM  yd*~- yAdiyyu”
dh&A*y ylrexX  /Axi - MAAMMdoMdaldy  y&AE  YakM o X>ud  yUSCytd~
do d*°~X— dMA0" A4y} tydtA~yxd  SXAyd-‘uxd-Axyr*  siyxykJio .
C&yA~\  do<yod . ydZtyyyd sex y X . J I/ C &y Ayd _

£l XA yAXKAUX  YAXLAAL  AyAocxyi AxiAxdd yUyyudl dd .
pPAdLyd O] yfrdAuddxJL* . "aal /XOyK. RyXpyx{ Sdd

Aynyn o QaMs)  dyxmd  cModyy™  yAQ  d<ynj.  Mx&AC IX.
AyO-udxul  DbAytUs®j  SAxdhxi  StLcy*d d ™ 2o «. YAUxd

do yjd txod &« dM*— dyddx—. ddiyy*,  YUX&AVU- 4k
yCyX-0fd drru db*A yuxshodc-ruxj ardi® do yydd
dhxAAy (ydzd. dbxyv\*, dyy dd-Ct* Ak ~AAG d x x d
dd~d ddA,  y~d dr-K  yXMAydd y&J~ d-0-K-i-.



jla  jXA&ti-cJ®

EAjIU

W~ Jzfea-C  tAstds-"uiil™c WA A~ f
/Ce-rrISWJJLt-o0al yiyédjisiswity*-- - S o VAR VEARY
jfc S1Js</U*idc4-n"d /I*JZL*%dhsyi” > d
\A™oas*vz 1 IAASTjuZk™ N0 J sdy>sr> "~ p{ AR /<M
No) JC&Ms~cT s&UA-h. JAst"Id A>3 A<juld\.. .. ...,
Jj L ucd ad" -/ -
JAr*duyLENrA- . s&WVIJCP = *Xd4SIplyo**-JtiQ ySljLt*Jtetdi~rtP  AM-ArijdtlAyQ
/X, “~yuyin-n 0v4sl c™Mduyl/ytlurty
u.uusi dfc> jibo SLttL&usu&u. . e -
9 tyJc/h&d" "C& i/N-*N C>—<si
JCA-nMWYLESLCIA-FI  cjhd~yytvx*A NAMA L i<UAdyN-c<ALyCIN,
StAX-*Ni m /X& 6-us) Ach>jrdadid™\y J
UdcJ 4b&AJL , SN~ &bt | s&Pasl/t i
/CA-rtMy"UyiCtnNJ crJdJuz*n J jor-0-d- /ZtsruJ /CAyL"™-odj"LCX.
\,UALLsIs) unv. /XAIA-Lyo
“fajdM  SU& XAStu-itjn-/ J17NE>-X_ Acy0-Crdd
<jillyrylAo<itiQ IAN-0-"\f~ *
/djlauojlL— /AyddyijireQ ytdi"G  “siAybb-"it. A
/UCFLAX&JIdA /Mudt-un gxn P & alxl ah™ A(rinAy/1iA

STTh<. XT.  MPx e>T700-£.

u\/}S/CC/) ACAs/c#

9?2C-*7



The First National Bank
of Anchorage

March 29, 1985

Senator Abood

State Senate

Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Abood:

1 urge you to pass Senate Bill it231 at the earliest possible time.
Being a banker in Cordova for over twenty years and a resident for
over thirty years; | can not emphasize enough the need for the

Copper River Fishery to continue now as it has in the past. The
elimination of this would be in my opinion detrimental to the economy
of this community and would severely add to an already sliding

economy.

Your strong support of this bill will be appreciated.

Sincerely.

Vice-President

528 First Street « P.O. Box 360  Cordova, Alaska 99574-0360



ALASKA POMNER SERVICES

P.0.BOX 622 = CORDOVA, ALASKA 99574
(907)424-3300

March 25, 1985
Sy (

Senator® Abood, Chairman

Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V (MS 3100%
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator.Abood:

| am writing this letter as a private business owner in the
city of Cordova in support of SB#231 ~ Alaska Power Services
Is solely dependent upon the commercial fisheries in Cordova,
providing mechanical services and parts to the gillnet fleet
of Cordova. If SB/23L is not acted upon by May 1, the sur-
vival of my business and many others in Cordova are doubtful
this year. There are mam( resident's livelihoods at stake
pending the decision of this bill. We urge that you make
every effort to pass this bill as quickly as possible.

Business has dropped off sharply due to the confusion and
uncertainty created _b* the Madison decision, whether or not
the gillnet fleet will fish May 15 or not.

We, the owners and emplo
ou to act immediately o
ase for Cordova and 1t

yees of Alaska Power Services urge
nSB//231  to ensure a stable economic
work force.

Your cooperation in this important matter in Cordova is
greatly appreciated.

Sine 1"
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With the recent Supreme Court decision, the State now has the direction and
opportunity to assure to Ail Alaskans .the equal consideration to take fish and >
game for their own personal consumptive use. This decision supports the /
Constitutionl8 provision that "Wherever occuring in their natural state fish,
wildlife and waters are reserved to the people for common use."™ The court
stressed that common *usef and not priority fusers was the main intent and
should be the effect of the subsistence regulations. They found that all
consumptive users, and not just rural residents, are eligible priority
subsistence users.

Government®and its laws should apply even handedly to All Alaskans and make
sure that whatever Triteria is used is not unjustly discrimintory in intent
or effect. The Constitution does not on a whole and should not have severe
restrictive provisions. This same need should be observed by any legislation
and should be used to make sure that its clear intent is to protect and insure
the equal and just consideration of All Alaskans.

But the same politics that supported the illegal discrimintory subsistence
regulations are at work to speedily fix their court failure .intelr ljiain weapon,
now as in the past, is their threats aimed at the majority of Alaskans. One
such threat is that the over 200,000 sportfishermen will be severly impacted
by the Supreme Court decision. The court, in fact, said that all personal
consumptive user were to be given equal consideration. As most so-called sport
fishermen eat the fish that they catch, any priority subsistence use must
include them. And those fpure sport fishermenl who catch and release are not
harvesters of the resource, therefore have a negligible impact. With an annual
harvestcof well over 100,000,000 salmon, All Alaskan should be entitled to the
equal opportunity to take fish for their own dinner table.

Another political threat used is that the federal government will deny our State
the right to manage our fish and game unless the subsistence priority is based
on rural residency. When the feds mandate that the resource must be managed as
they say,, the State has in fact already lost the right of management authority.
This restriction resulted from State politics that requested and supports such
residency discrimination. When Ron Sommerville, Alaska,s representative during
eecarly d-2 /7 ANILCA, opposed this federal mandated discrimination he was removed
from his Washinton D.C. post. Governor Hammond admitted in a public meeting of
the Boards of Fish and Game that Sommerville was removed because of Native
pressure. His replacement, John Katz, has compromised the Alaskan public*s
constitutional rights on this and many other issues. For the State not to
politically and judicialy oppose this discrimintory action, which specifically
denies equality to all residents of Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau and Ketchikan,
shows a planed sell out of our rights. This plan includes the continued lobbying
action of Larry Spengler, Attorney General office, supporting a priority
subsistence use ibflAlaskals fish and game to be as discrimintory and restrictive
as has been politcally motivated. Alaska would be bettectserved if our Attorney
General would be motivated by a responsibility to assure that all residents are
not discrimintorly restricted in their rights.

The history of Governor Sheffieldfs stern actions has been a well known threat
to any state employee who would question these unconstitutional subsistence
regulations. He fired Eish and Game Commissioner Ron Skoog and Game Division
Chief Ron Sommerville because of their private personal stands against these
regulations. And he then requested the resignations of all Board of Fish and
Game members when they began questioning the balatant directions ordered by
Larry Spengler.clt is time that AlIl Alaskans are again t.equal! under the law,
no matter where they reside, and that such equality is promoted by our State
and is not necessitated by continued court challenges by its residents.

J -

Dale Bondurant
SR 1 Box 2516
Chugiak, Alaska 99567"-
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P.0. Box 837

Cordova, Alaska. 99574
Resedent; Hawkins Island
Lot 6, Deep Bay VHP ch. 6

Dear Alaska State Legislators;
I am a homemaker & mother, I live (5) water miles Northwest of Cordova on

the North end of Hawkins Island in the Deep Bay area.

I am st-rongly in support of Senate Bill if 231 &nd House Bill If 288, and
urge all Senate ahaTlouse Chairman and Co-Chairman to work as quickl/TTs possi—
ble at resolving these major issues.

tiy personal reasons are as follows; Fishing is our only source of an income
which in turn is our survival. Survival meaning we must purchase fishing and hun—
ting license, shells, fuel to even go get game meat.

In order to make jelly, bread or even grow a hand full of potatoes it takes
an income to purchase flour, sugar or seed potatoes, and much work to even try
to grow a small kelp box garden, do to our poor gardening conditions in this
area, compared to Anchorage, Palmer and Fairbanks with such good growing seasons.

You must take in to consideration, our moose and deer, 1in the Prince William
Sound, Copper River and the surrounding Cordova area. All the moose and deer
were transplanted here prior to Statehood. This makes a limit on all the game
moat in this area, which is set up to ensure that our children will have moose
and deer when they grow up. The Alaska Fish and Gome regulate these rules to
ensure future stocks, this is done in the best interest of the people.

If the State was to open subsistence hunting to all residents it would dis-
troy all that the dept, of Fish arad Game has worked so hard to protect for the
future of all Alaskans.

As for the Copper River Red Salmon run; in 1982 my husband caught 2,865 red
salmon, 1983 was 1,323 rod-salmon, 1904 was 741 red salmon.-Each year we have
been cut back on our take of the Copper River Red Salmon to ensure the brood
stock and to assure that the subsistance fisherman get thier increased quota
of Red Salmon each year.

My husband in 1982 paid 357.30. 1933 paid $26.46, 1984 $14.32, this was
just the Aquaculture asesment for Copper River Red Salmon and by the time the
cannerys mached the $.02 per fish it totaled $98.58 paid out for our catch to
ensure the preservation of our future Copper River Red Salmon through the Aqua—
culture. Please also note that the subsistance fisherman do not pay the $.02 per
fish nor do they quit fishing during the closers by the State of Alaska Dept, of
Fish and Game. Those closers are designed to give proper escapement to ensure the
proper amuont of brood stock escapement.

ITf the Copper River Fishermen have to cut back much more there will not be
a Copper River Fisherman left.

Please understand , 1 beleave that subsistance is very important but not to
the point of destruction-meaning our rosourses oan not handle every resident be—
coming a sub3itance user. Please study this issue with the up-most care, because
rivors, streams, forests and fields can only provide just so much and when it*3
gone it"s gone forever. The Alaska State Fish And Game have been slowly accomp—
lishing a goal, why not leave it there at least they have some facts and figures

bnd-ua future to work with.

To me subsistance means a need and n need means necessity which brings us
back to subsistance which is the minimum food and shelter necessary to support
lifo-not the wont for the food.

I beleave hunting and fishing 13 3till a privilege and honor that the State
of Alaska®provides by over seeing the resources and keeping them balanced.

People that have a good income, meaning average income or higher should be
willing to purchase a hunting or fishing license and leave the subsistanoe to the
person or persons that truoly need it for the reasons of survival, not for the

want or greed. Remember the key wo.rd3 to subsistence is in the Webeters Dictionary,
d?hank ypu .for.your.cpn.cernc and time on thhse important issues.

/" /oW1l 7Y w L<\
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HIGH TIDE SEAFOODS
P. 0. Box 1556
VALDEZ, AK 99686

March 29, 1985

Senator Abood
Alaska State Legislature

Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator:

is a major resource

The commercial salmon industry
We

of revenue and employment in the State of Alaska.
urge you to support SB #231.

Sincerely,

James L. Shefler
Partner

JLS/jcs



4/4/85

Dear Senator,

I would like to urge you to support SB-231 or any legislation that
will keep the Alaska Board of Fish and Caine as managers and regulators

of our fish and game. 1 live in Cordova and fishing is my only means of
making a living. | have four months to make a years waige and the Copper
River fishery makes up to 70% of my income. 1If we loose any time fishing,

especially the first part of the run, where 50% of the fish go up river
in 2-3 weeks, it is definately going to make it hard, 1if not 1impossible,
to make my financial ends meet.

Please support SB-231 and please push to get the issue resolved this
season. Fishing 1is scheduled to begin May 13, 1985,

Thank-you very much

Sincerelv

John C, Booren



April 11, 1985

Dear Senator Abood,

I am writing with great concern regarding SB//231. 1 feel

it is crucial that SB//231 should be supported or for that
matter any similar legislation that will give back to the
Alaska Board of Fish & Game the>cpower to regulate and

manage our fish and game resources.

If SB//231 is not passed, | know Cordova ana its businesses
will not survive.

Will you please push to get this issue resolved this session
because the gillnet seasoning is coming up fast, May 12 or so
and it is very important to me and all Cordova that SB//231

is passed as soon as possible.

Thank you,
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GILBERT L. URATA, D.M.I X
GENERAL DENTISTRV

BOX 513
CORDOVA. ALASKA 0sU74

March 26, 1985

Alaska State Legislature

Pouch 5
Juneau, Ak, 99811

Dear Legislator:

Am asking for your immediate support of Simate Bill 231 and
House Bill 288 for the foliowing reasons.

1) Subsistence merely means existence or an aid to existence,
Not all people of Alaska need to catch fish in ordir to exist. Those
that do, ought to have the opportunity to do so, those that don"t should
be restricted. The ADFG and Board of Fisheries have, and need to be
allowed, to continue to regulate such. Many residents of the state can"t
use 200 fish. The fish are not in prime condition as they are at the mouth
of a river. Others waste or sell their subsistence fish, or are actually
sport fishing, driving hundreds of miles for an outing while others indeed
need the resource.

2) The state legislature is not qualified, able, and definitly
lacks the time to regulate a fisheries.. Therefore, give the proper agency
the ADFG, the authority to do so. Shelving both of these bills will
eventually undermine commercial fishing in all fishing districts in
Alaska. Besides the Copper River and Cook Inlet regions, others will be
invaded as access improves. The dipnetters and true subsisters have
been getting th9ir fair share of fish. They don"t require expensive
boats, gear, andperraits. Look at*Oregon and Washington. They allowed a
judge to kill their fisheries, especially during difficult times with
their other industries. How about the Stikine River? Fishing there is
practically wiped out following Canadian fishing at the headwaters. When
salmon survive the difficult cylcle back to their spawning grounds, let em.

3) My final reason deals with the community of Cordova and others
like it. Who"s to pay for the vessexc and permits? How are the banks
to withstand the defaults? Who wants to foot our welfare checks? Class.Re—
action litigation against the state, including legislators and/ the CFEC
will undoubtly follow. How can the state deny a resident the right to /
make a living he or she"s had for a lifetime?

Please, urge for quick action on this matter. Passage must

be concluded prior to May 1, 1985. The red season peak(highest priced
reds in Aklaska) lasts only 2-3 weeks starting in May. Most fisherman
make their boat and permit payments from reds and use the silver season
to the survive the winter. Keep a historic way of life alive.

Cordially,-

Gilbert L. Urata DMD



Cordova, Alaska 9957b
March 28, 1985
Box 257

Senator Abood, Chairman

Senate State Affairs Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Bear Senator Abood,

| am writing to request your support on SB#231 or any similar
legislation that would give the Alaska Board of Fishand Game the power
back to regulate and manage our fish and game resources. If not passed
this could virtually destroy Cordova. Cordovas main industry is fishing
and the only industry that is keeping Cordova alive today. We cannot
depenc on tourisum.

Many Cordova fishermen would loose their boats if they are not
able to fish (gill-net) and their only way of making a living. Does the
state want to see this happen? Nearly all of the Cordova fleet is financed
thru the state. What will this do to the state?

My husband is a tender operator, picking upthe fish from the
fishermen and delivering them to the cannery. This is our only means of
employment. We certainly want to be emplyed and not on Welfare.

| urge you, along with all of Cordova, to please give this bill
your support.

Sincerely,

Kathy Crow
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Main Trails & Bypaths,

rc recently passed the opinion

that sportsman anglers should
not be allowed to fish salmon after
the fish have entered their fresh-
water spawning streams . .. and we
were bitterly taken to task by at
least one Anchorage resident whose
opinion was that we were "far rail ol
touch with Alaskans and especially
South-Central and Western Alaska
sport-fishing enthusiasts.”

Well, Mr. Anchoraglle . .. "we"
(that's polite for editorial use to keep
from using the big personal
pronoun) have fished an awful lot ol
Alaskan rivers for more than half a
century, and we've seen ilie changes
In both regulations and the type of
fisherman In Alaska. In years past,
nobody except a few Natives took
salmon oul of spawning streams. Il
Just wasn't done. There were
markers at the mouths of streams
beyond which commercial fishermen
were not allowed, and, maybe
because there were not too many of
us sports fishermen. It was natural
that since we didn’t have to fish
spawning salmon runs, wc didn't.

The problem, reduced to simple
terms. Is largely with numbers and
attitude. Now, we'll agree that it Is
great for folks to be able to go catch,
with rod tmd reel, bright sockcye
and bright silvers . . .even bright
kings . . .for their annual stuffing of
the freezer or the Sears canning
equipment. . .but for folks to think
plnk-sided or black-Joweled kings or
silvers are "trophy" la kind of hard
to swallow for a guy who grew up
with bright aca fish. And for
anybody to think a turned
humpback or dog salmon Is good
fodder . . .that Just shows they
"don't know no better."

ask this old-timer once In

awhile as to "What changes do
we notice In Alaska, over the
years?” Well, we’ll have to be
honest and say that the "new
breed" of sports fisherman who'vc
arrived In Alaska In recent years,
and the biologists and the fish
management programs that have
resulted, are nmong the greatest . . .
and most serious changes . . . we've
noticed.
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My name is Dan Strickland. | am 31 years cld and live with

my wife Pamela in Cordova. We just had our first child, a son, 14 days
ago. | came to Alaska 13 years ago and have worked for the Department of
Fish and Game for 4 years, and as a commercial fisherman for 9.

| realize the complexity of a subsistence definition and the politics
of relating this definition co fish and game management, from my work with
the Eskimos and their marine mammal harvest, but I can hardly believe the
recent Supreme Court decision making all Alaskans, rural and urban both,
subsistence users with first priority.

You know all the arguments pro and con I'm sure. | would just like
to add my voice in support of Senate Bill #231 and House Bill #288.

With the support of the state of Alaska my wife and | have built a
lifestyle for the last 9 years. Please, please, do not obliterate what we
have struggled for for the last decade. Support passage of Senate Bill #231

and House Bill 7288. Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Dan Strickland

P.O. Box 1517

Cordova, Alaska 99574
424-5277



Senator Abood, Chairman

+ Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Abood,

n a small fish business,
Cordova. * The whole of
the Copper River red

| live _in Cordova and | ru
alon% with Tom Johnson also of
our business runs strictly off

and king saimon run.

i . .
~I"mwriting to you now, in the hopes that you

will supPort Senate Bill #231. If the bill is not

passed, ['m afraid the future of the people of Cordova

and our children v/ill be limited to handouts from the

state welfare. .1 know this sounds drastic, but everything

in this small fishing town is centered around the commercial

fishing fleet. Personally the affects on myself if

this bill is not passed will be devastatinq as | have
no other means from which | deﬂend. | feel stuck between
a rock and a hard spot as we who depend on commercial

fishing are a minority. | only hope you will take our
livelihoods into serious concideration.

Thank You for your time and effort

Not without hope
Betty J. York

L f



Oliver Osborn
Box 1183
Cordova, Alaska 99574

March 26, 1985

Senator Mitch Abood
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Abood,

I am writing in support o-f Senate Bill 231 which
addresses subsistance use of Alaska -fish and game
resources. As a resident of Cordova, Alaska and a
member o-f the City Council, 1 believe the passage o-f
this bill to be very important.

The Board o-f Fish and Game clearly needs an
expansion of the categories of user groups. The
recent decision of the Alaska State Supreme Court
appears to allow almost all non-commercial users of
fish or game to claim subsistence status. I believe
that most people fishing in the recreational net
fisheries do not literally depend on the fishery for

their existence. The fishing is done largely for
sport, and partly for the resulting "gourmet™ food
that results. An example is the fishery at Chitina.

Most of the dipnetters are participating not out of
economic necessity but because of the recreational
value of the fishing, and the fun of harvesting their

own foods from the wild.

This is a legitimate use of the resource and needs
to be provided for, but it is not a true subsistence
use. A category of "personal use"™ must be created to
allow for and regulate this harvest. This use should
not have priority rating above other established user
groups.

Commercial fishermen have a long history of
dependence on the fish resource. The City of Cordova
is dependent on commercial fishing for its existence.
Commercial fishing ranks second only to oil in value
to Alaska, and it is by far the most valuable
renewable resource of Alaska. Please help perpetuate
this value.

Sincerely,
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PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN. VIC FISHER®"S ANTI WOLF HUNTING BILL

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield, Alaska State Legislature and the Board of Game

We, the undersigned, as qualified voters in the State of Alaska, hereby strongly support management

of wolves in Alaska in order to promote an environment that includes an abundance of wildlife. We
oppose Sen. Victor Fisher®™s anti-hunting bill that would eliminate aerial gunning of wolves. This
is not a leoistative issue. We ask the aovernor and the board of game 1o start listening to

the local advisory committees and residents of the areas affected. We ask that the professional
oDinions and data collected by our own Department of Fish and Game he respected and used for good
wildlife management.

b LENGTH OF
NAME please print) SIGNATURE RESIDENCE ADDRESS ALASKAN RESIDENCY
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Rv March 18 , 1985,mail oetition to: Sue Entsminger, Mile 91 Tok Cutoff, Tok, Alaska -99780




PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN. VIC FISHER'S ANTI WOLF HUNTING BILL

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield, Alaska State Legislature and the Board of Game

We, the undersigned, as qualified voters 1in the State of Alaska, hereby strongly support management

of wolves 1in Alaska 1in order to promote an environment that includes an abundance of wildlife. We
oppose Sen. Victor Fisher®s anti-hunting bill that would eliminate aerial gunning of wolves. This
is not a lecristative issue. We ask the governor and the board of game lo start listening to

the local advisory committees and residents of the areas affected. We ask that the professional
ODinions and data collected by our own Department of Fish and Game be respected and used for good

LENGTH OF
NAME(Please print) SIGNATURE RESIDENCE ADDRESS ALASKAN RESIDENCY
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Bv February 17, 1985,mail petition to: Sue Entsminger, Mile 91 Tok Cutoff, Tok, Alaska 99780



PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN. VIC FISHER®"S ANTI WOLF HUNTING BILL

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield, Alaska State Legislature and the Board of Game

We, the undersigned, as qualified voters 1in the State of Alaska, hereby strongly support management

of wolves 1in Alaska 1in order to promote an environment that includes an abundance of wildlife. We
oppose Sen. Victor Fisher®s anti-hunting bill that would eliminate aerial gunning of wolves. This
is not a leaistative issue. We ask the aovernor and the board of game lo start listening to

the local advisory committees and residents of the areas affected. We ask that the professional
ooinions and data collected by our own Department of Fish and Game be respected and used for good

wildlife management.
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Bv ePebruBirv 17> 1985,mail netition to: Sue Entsminger, Mile 91 Tok Cutoff, Tok, Alaska 99780



PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN. VIC FISHER"S ANTI WOLF HUNTING BILE

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield, Alaska State Legislature and the Board of Game

Wo, the undersiqgned, as qualified voters 1in the State of Alaska, hereby strongly support management
o¢ wolves in Alaska 1in order to nromote an environment that includes an abundance of wildlife. We
oopose Sen. (Victor Fisher®s anti-hunting bill that would eliminate aerial gunning of wolves. "his
is nor. a lenistatfive issue. We ask the governor and the board of game 1o start listening to

the local advisory committees and residents of the areas affected. We ask that the professional
coinions and data collected by our own Department of Fish and Game be respected and used for good

wildlife management.
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Bv nebruarv xt, 1985 ,mail oetition to. Sue Entsminger, Mile 91 Tok Cutoff, Tok, Alaska 99780



PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN. VIC FISHER'S ANTI WOLF HUNTING BILL

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield, Alaska State Legislature and the Board of Game

We, the undersigned, as qualified voters in the State of Alaska, hereby strongly support management

of v/olves in Alaska 1in order to promote an environment that includes an abundance of wildlife. We
ODpose Sen. Victor Fisher®s anti-hunting bill that would eliminate aerial gunning of wolves. This
is not a lecristatiVe 1issue. We ask the aovernor and the board of game 1lo start listening to

the local advisory committees and residents of the areas affected. We ask that the professional
ouinions and data collected by our own Department of Fish and Game be respected and used for good
wildlife management.
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Bv Pebruarv 1985 mail netition to: Sue Entsminger, Mile 91 Tok Cutoff, Tok, Alaska 99780



PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN. VIC FISHER'S ANTI WOLF HUNTING BILL

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield, Alaska Skate Legislature and the Board of Game

We,
of wolves

the u ¥dersiqgned, as qualified voters
in Alaska in order to promote an environment that

in the State of Alaska,, hereby strongly support management
includes an abundance of wildlife. We

oppose .Sen. Victor Fisher®s anti-hunting bill
is not a lecistative 1issue.
the local advisory committees and

wildlife management.

NAME (e>lease print)

signature

ohat would eliminate aerial
We ask the governor and the board of name
residents of the areas affected.
ODinions and data collected by our own Department of Fish and Game be

gunning of wolves. This
lo start listening to

We ask that the professional
respected and used for good
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PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN. VIC FISHER'S ANTI WOLF HUNTING BILL

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield, Alaska State Legislature and the Board of Game

We, the undersigned, as qualified voters in the State of Alaska, hereby strongly support management

of wolves in Alaska in order to promote an environment that includes an abundance of wildlife. We
oppose Sen. Victor Fisher®s anti-hunting bill that would eliminate aerial gunning of wolves. This
is not a lecristatiVe 1issue. We ask the governor and the board of game lo start listening to

the local advisory committees and residents of the areas affected. We ask that the professional
opinions and data collected by ov<r own Department of Fish and Game be respected and used for good

wildlife management.

LENGTH OF
NAME(Please print) RESIDENCE ADDRESS ALASKAN RESIDENCY
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By February 17, 1985,mail petition to: Sue Entsminger, Mile 91 Tok Cutoff, Tok, Alaska 99780



PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN. VIC FISHER®S ANTI WOLF HUNTING BILL

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield, Alaska State Legislature and the Board of Game

We, the undersigned, as qualified voters in the State of Alaska, hereby strongly support management

of wolves in Alaska in order to promote an environment that includes an abundance of wildlife. We
oppose Sen. Victor Fisher®s anti-hunting bill that would eliminate aerial .gunning of wolves. This
is not a lecristatiVe issue. We ask the governor and the board of game uo start listening to

the local advisory committees and residents of the areas affected. We ask that the professional
ooinions and data collected by our own Department of Fish and Game be respected and used for good
wildlife management.

LENGTH OF
NAMF (Please -print) SIGNATURE RESIDENCE ADDRESS ALASKAN RESIDENCY
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Bv February 17, 1985 mail petition to: Sue Entsminger, Mile 91 Tok Cutoff, Tok, Alaska 99780



PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN.

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield,

We, the undersigned,
of wolves in Alaska
oppose Sen. Victor

is not a lecristatiVe 1issue.

as qualified voters 1in
in order to promote an

Fisher®s anti-hunting bill
We ask the governor and the board of game

VIC FISHER®"S ANTI

the State of Alaska,
environment that
that would eliminate aerial

" ;e 1 e Ioomm ]
VYTT

WOLF HUNTING BILL

Alaska State Legislature and the Board of Game

hereby strongly support management
includes an abundance of wildlife. We
gunning of wolves. This

lo start listening to

the local advisory committees and residents of the areas affected. We ask that the professional
opinions and data collected by our own Department of Fish and Game be respected and used for good
wildlife management.
LENGTH OF
NAME (Blease print) SIGNATURE ..RESIDENCE ADDRESS ALASKAN RESIDENCY
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Bv February 17, 1985,mail petition to: Sue Entsmmqger, Mile 91 Tok Cutoff, Tok, Alaska 99780



PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN. VIC FISHER®"S ANTI WOLF HUNTING BILL

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield, Alaska State Legislature and the Board of Game

We, the undersigned, as qualified voters in the State of Alaska, hereby strongly support management

of wolves in Alaska 1in order to promote an environment that

includes an abundance of wildlife. We

oppose Sen. Victor Fisher®s anti-hunting bill that would eliminate aerial gunning of wolves. This

is not a leaistatiVe 1issue.

We ask the governor and the board of game 10 start listening to

the local advisory committees and residents of the areas affected. We ask that the professional
ooinions and data collected by our own Department of Fish and Game be respected and used for good

wildlife management.
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Bv February 17, 1985,r/nai| oetition to: Sue Entsmi-iiger, Mile 91 Tok Cutoff, Tok, Alaska 99780



PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN. VIC FISHER'S ANTI WOLF HUNTING BILL

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield, Alaska State Legislature and the Board of Game

We, the undersigned, as qualified voters in the State of Alaska, hereby strongly support management

of wolves 1in Alaska 1in order to promote an environment that includes an abundance of wildlife. We
oppose Sen. Victor Fisher®s anti-hunting bill that would eliminate aerial gunning of wolves. This
is not a lecristatiVe issue. We ask the governor and the board of game to start listening to

the local advisory committees and residents of the areas affected. We ask that the professional
oDinions and data collected by our own Department of Fish and Game be respected and used for good
wildlife management.

LENGTH OF
NAME(Please print) SIGNATURE RESIDENCE ADDRESS ALASKAN RESIDENCY
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Bv February 17, 1985,mail petition to: Sue Entsminger, Mile 91 Tok Cutoff, Tok, Alaska 99780



PETITION TO OPPOSE SEN. VIC FISHER®S ANTI WOLF HUNTING BILL

TO: Governor Bill Sheffield, Alaska State Legislature and the Board of Game

We, the undersigned, as qualified voters in the State of Alaska, hereby strongly support management

of wolves in Alaska in order to promote an environment that includes an abundance of wildlife. We
oppose Sen. Victor Fisher®s anti-hunting bill that would eliminate aerial gunning of wolves. This
is not a lecristatiVe 1issue. We ask the governor and the board of game |0 start listening to

the local advisory committees and residents of the areas affected. We ask that the professional
opinions and data collected by our own Department of Fish and Game be respected and used for good
wildlife management.
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NAME(Please print) SIGNATURE RESIDENCE ADDRESS ALASKAN RESIDENCY
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