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Introduced: 2/18/85
Referred: State Affairs, J u d i c i a r y

and Finance

1 IN THE SENATE BY J O S E PH SON

2 SENATE .BILL NO. 161

3 IN THE L EG I S L A T U R E  OF THE  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F OU RTE EN TH  LE G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESS ION

5 A  B ILL

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act re la t i n g  to comp en sa tio n of elected offi-

7 cials; and p r o v i d i n g  for an effe ct iv e date."

8 B E  IT ENACTED BY THE  L E G I SL AT URE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. A S  24.15.020 is r epe al ed  and reenacted to read:

10 Sec. 24.15.020. C O M P ENS AT IO N OF  LEGISLATORS. The C o mm iss io n on

11 Com pe nsation of Elected Officials shall set the c o m pen sa ti on  of legis-

12 lators.

13 * Sec. 2. AS 24.15.050 is amended to read:

14 Sec. 24.15.050. L EG I S L A T I V E  TRANSPORTATION. A  memb er  of the

15 legislature is entitled to re im bursement for the expense of moving,

16 betw ee n the legislator's [HIS] place of residence and the capital city

17 for the purpose of attending a regular session of the legislature.

18 Reimbursement shall be as provi de d by order of the C om mi ss ion  on

19 C omp ensation of Elected Of ficials [REGULATIONS C OV ER IN G STATE EMPL0Y-

20 EES A DO PT ED  B Y  THE C OM MIS S I O N E R  OF A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  U N D E R  AS 39.20.160].

21 * Sec. 3. AS 39.20.010 is repea led  and ree na cte d to read:

22 Sec. 39.20.010. C OM PE NSATION OF THE GOVERNOR. The Commiss io n on

23 Compensation of Elected O fficials shall set the comp ens at io n of the

24 governor.

25 * Sec. 4. AS 39.20.030 is repealed and r eenacted to read:

26 Sec. 39.20.030. COMP ENS AT IO N OF L IEU TE NA NT  GOVERNOR. The Com-

27 m i ss io n on Compensation of Elected Officials shall set the compensa-

28 tion of the lieutenant governor.

29 * Sec. 5. AS 39.20.050 is amended to read:

I
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Sec. 39.20.050. E X C L US IVE  COMPENSATION. Re tir e m e n t  benefits 

established by law and the [THE] comp ens at io n fixed by the Commission 

on Compensation of Elec te d Of ficials [LAW] for the governor and 

lieutenant go vernor are full c o m p e n s a t i o n  [IS IN FULL] for all s e rv i­

ces rendered by each of them in any official capacity or employment 

whatsoever during their re spective terms of office, and shall be paid 

throughout their r espective terms of office unless the office becomes 

v a c a n t .

* Sec. 6. The co mp ensation of the governor, lieutenant governor, and 

legislators established by law on the day be fo r e  the e f f ec tiv e date of this 

Act shall remain in effect until the Com mi s s i o n  on Co mp en s a t i o n  of Elected 

Officials has issued an order setti ng  the compensation.

* Sec. 7. This Act takes effect on the effective date of an amendment 

to the Constitution of the State of A l a s k a  cr eating a co mmission on 

compensation of elected officials.



4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

BY  J 0 S EP HS 0N

SENATE J OINT R E SO LU TIO N NO. 15 

IN THE LE GI SL ATU RE  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S LAT UR E - FIRST SESS ION

Pr oposing an amendment to the C o n s t i t u­

tion of the State of A l a s k a  creating a

co mm i s s i o n  on c o m pen sa ti on  of elected

o f f i c i a l s .

BE IT RE SOLVED BY THE L E G I S LAT UR E OF T HE  STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. Artic le II, sec. 7, Con st it uti on  of the State of A l a s k a  is

amended to read:

SECTION 7. SALARY A N D  EXPENSES. L eg islators shall receive

annual salaries. They may receive a p e r  diem  allowance for expenses 

while in s e ss ion  and are e nt itled to travel expenses g oing to and from 

sessions. P residing officers ma y receive additional compensation. 

Compensation of legislators shall be set by the Commiss io n on C o m p e n­

sation of Elected Officials.

* Sec. 2. Arti cle  III, sec. 15, Co ns ti t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  is 

amended to read:

SECTION 15. COMPENSATION. Th e c om pensation of the g ov e r n o r  and 

the lieutenant gover nor  shall be p r e s c r i b e d  by tba Co mm i s s i o n  on

Comp en sat io n of Elected Officials [LAW] and shall not be di minished

during their term of office, unless by or de r of the commission c o n s i s­

tent w i c n  a general law applying to all salaried officers of the 

S t a t e .

* Sec. 3. Article XII, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Ala sk a is amended 

by adding n e w  sections to read:

SECTION 14. CO MP ENSATION COMMISSION. There is establi sh ed  a

Commission on Compensation of Elected Officials. The commission is

SJR 15



Introduced: 2/18/85
Referred: State Affairs, Judiciary

and Finance

1 IN THE SENATE BY JOSEPHSON

2 SENATE J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 15

3 IN THE L EG I S L A T U R E  OF  THE STATE OF AL AS K A

4 F OUR T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

5 P r o p o s i n g  an amendment to the Constitu-

6 t i o n  of the State of Al ask a creating a

7 c o m m i s s i o n  on compensation of elected

8 officials.

9 BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E STATE OF A L A S K A :

10 * Section 1. Artic le II, sec. 7, Co ns ti t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  is

11 amended to read:

12 SECTION 7. SALARY A N D  EXPENSES. Legislators shall receive

13 annual salaries. They m ay r e c ei ve  a p e r  d iem allowance for expenses

14 while in session and are en ti t l e d  to travel expenses going to and from

15 sessions. Presiding o ff icers m a y  rece iv e additional compensation.

16 Com pe ns at ion  of legislators shall be set by the C ommission on Compen-

17 sation of Elected Officials.

18 * Sec. 2. Article III, sec. 15, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of A la s k a  is

19 amended to read:

20 SECTION 15. COMPENSATION. The c omp ensation of the governor and

21 the lieutenant g ov e r n o r  shall be p r e s c r i b e d  by the C ommission on

22 Co mp ensation of Electe d Of fi ci al s [LAW] and shall not be diminished

23 during their term of office, unl es s by order of the commission consis-

24 tent w i t h  a general law ap ply in g to all salaried officers of the

25 State.

26 * Sec. 3. Artic le  XII, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska is amended

27 by adding ne w sections to read:

28 SECTION 14. CO MP EN S A T I O N  COMMISSION. There is established a

29 Commiss io n on C o m pe ns at ion  of E l e cte d Officials. The commission is

-l- SJR 15



1 composed of five members a p p oi nt ed  by the governor, subject to confir-

2 m a t i o n  by a major it y of the members of the legislature in joint ses-

3 sion. Members serve for terms of six years. The m emb e r s h i p  shall

4 include at least one business executive, one re presentative of a

5 n o n p a r t i s a n  voters' organization, one p er s o n  w it h  experience in public

6 administration, and one represen tat iv e of a labor organization. A

7 m e m b e r  of the commission m a y  not be employed by the state during the

8 member's term and ma y not ho l d  an elective state office during the

9 term or w i t h i n  one y e a r  thereafter.

10 SECTION 15. POWERS A N D  DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION. Except for

11 retirement benefits, w h i c h  shall be establi she d by general law appli-

12 cable to all officers of the state, the commi ss ion  shall establish the

13 co mp en s a t i o n  of the governor, lieutenant governor, and members of the

14 legislature, including their salaries, benefits, pe r diem, and allow-

15 ances, if any. An  o rder of the commission takes effect at the begin-

16 n i n g  of the nexc fiscal y e a r  of the state. The c ommission shall hold

17 a public h ea ri ng  in each ju dicial district before issuing an order

18 that changes the compen sa ti on  of an elected official. At least every

19 two years, but not m or e  frequently than every year, the comm is si on

20 shall rev ie w the compe ns at io n of elected officials. The commis si on

21 shall issue an order w i t h  respect to salaries not later than thirty

22 days before the end of the fiscal year.

23 SECTION 16. FINALITY OF ORDER. A n  o rder setting the compensa-

24 tio n of an elected official is not subject to veto by the governor.

25 A n  order of the commission is subject to initiative and re ferendum in

26 the same m an n e r  as an act of the legislature. The legislature shall

27 a p p r o pr ia te mon ey  to fund the orders of the commission.

28 * Sec. 4. The amendments p ro posed by this r e so lut io n shall be placed

29 before the voters of the state at the next general ele ction in conformity



1 with art. XIII, sec. 1, Cons ti tut io n of the State of Alaska, and the elec-

2 tion laws o f  the state.
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Contractual Services:

Advertising - 3 times in local paper for each meeting 
§ $130/day (5 1/4" x 5") = $1950.00

Room rentals - 1 @ $75/day = $ 75.00
2 8 $100/day = $200.00
3 8 $150/day = $450.00

$725.00

Secretarial and transcription services: $4340.00

Secretarial = $40/hour x 46 hours (2 4-hour mtgs
+ 4 8-hour mtgs 
+ 1 hour each £or 
set up and take 
d o w n ) = $1840.00

Transcription = $5/page x 500 = $2500.00

FY 88 estimated using 10% inflation factor.



JOE P. JOSEPHSON
DISTRICT H — ANCHORAGE 

1526 F STREET 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 

(907) 277-4419

WHILE IN JUNEAU 
POUCH V 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
(907) 465-4525

Dear Colleague:

The measures have the following objectives:

F i r s t , they will take legislators out of the unseemly 
and misunderstood business of setting our own salaries. The 
measures are based on a very successful feature of the 
Anchorage Municipal Charter, where assembly and mayoralty 
salaries are set by the Commission on Salaries and 
Emoluments.

Sec o n d , they assure a public hearing process, in each 
judicial district, at least every other year on the issue of 
gubernatorial and legislative salary.

T h i r d , they eliminate the twin dangers of the existing 
system —  on the one hand, the possibility of legislative 
decisions that might be selfish or self-serving; on the 
other hand, the possibility of attacks that are demagogical 
and politically motivated upon reasonable decisions 
regarding salary.

Under the measures, the proposed Commission members 
would be appointed for six-year terms and would not be 
removable during their terms. Thus, the Commission would 
have independence, once appointed, from the Governor and the 
Legislature.

As I see it, the enactment of these measures would not 
make moot the pending voter initiative proposition scheduled 
to be on the ballot in 1986 . A decision by the voters to 
repeal the pay increase adopted in 1983 would be compatible 
with approval of the proposed constitutional amendment.

A L A S K A  S T A T E  S E N A T E

OFFICE OF MINORITY WHIP

BUDGET & AUDIT 
HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES 

RULES 
TRANSPORTATION

COMMITTEES

SENATE CHAIR, ANCHORAGE CAUCUS

February 13, 1985



F e b r u a r y  13, 1985
P a g e  T w o

Such a decision, would be one of the factors which the 
members of the Commission could take into account in setting 
legislative salary. A decision by the voters not to adopt
the initiative would also be compatible with passage of the
constitutional amendment. One result would be to reduce 
public passions about the pay repeal initiative by offering 
a different, depoliticized method of setting salaries, 
hitherto an insoluble problem. Energies and attention can 
then be focused on other questions and the critical races
that will be on the ballot.

Sincerely

Joe P. Josephson

J P J :rak 
Enclosures

J O E  P. J O S E P H S O N  - A L A S K A  S T A T E  S E N A T E



JO E  P. JO SE PH S O N
DISTRICT H — ANCHORAGE 

1526 F STREET 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

(907) 277-4419

A L A S K A  S T A T E  S E N A T E

WHILE IN JUNEAU 
POUCH V 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
(907) 465-4525

M E M O R A N D U M

To: Senate State A.ffairs Committee members
From: Senator Josephson
Date: March, 6, 1985
Re: SB 161 and SJR 15 (Elected Officials Compensation
Commission)

In order to provide information to the committee on the 
workings of the Municipality of Anchorage's Salary and 
Emoluments Commission, which SB 161 and SJR 15 are based on, 
I have gotten copies made of all Commission minutes since 
1975. The minutes from the most recent meeting of the 
Commission are attached, and I would be glad to make the 
others available to any committee member.

COMMITTEES

BUDGET & AUDIT 
HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES 

RULES 
TRANSPORTATION

SENATE CHAIR, ANCHORAGE CAUCUS

OFFICE OF MINORITY WHIP

Thank you for your consideration of these measures.



SALARY & EMOLUMENTS COMMISSION
MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 1 0 ,  198 4

I .  CALL TO ORDER:

T h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  S a l a r y  a n d  E m o l u m e n t s  C o m m is s io n  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  
o r d e r  b y  C h a i r p e r s o n  P a m e l a  G o th a m  a t  4 : 1 5  p . m .  i n  t h e  C l e r k ' s  
C o n f e r e n c e  Room , 4 t h  f l o o r ,  r o o m  4 1 1 ,  M u n i c i p a l  H i l l  B u i l d i n g .

I I .  ROLL CALL:

P a m e l a  G o th a m ,  R o b e r t  P i a z z a ,  C o n n i e  S i p e .

F r a n k  T u r p i n  ( e x c u s e d ) , D a n  A l e x  ( u n e x c u s e d ) .

I I I .  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

A . M i n u t e s  o f  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  1 9 8 4  m e e t i n g .

M s. S i p e  m o v e d ,  t o  a p p r o v e  t h e  m i n u t e s  o f
M r .  P i a z z a  s e c o n d e d ,  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  1 9 8 4  a s  s t a t e d ,
a n d  i t  p a s s e d  w i t h o u t  
o b j e c t i o n ,

I V .  OLD BUSINESS:

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  s t a t e d  t h a t  O ld  B u s i n e s s  w a s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
s a l a r i e s  f o r  m a y o r ,  a s s e m b l y  a n d  s c h o o l  b o a r d .

M s. S i p e  a s k e d  i f  t h e  o r d e r  c o u l d  b e  c h a n g e d  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  t a k e  
t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  f i r s t ,  a s s e m b l y  s e c o n d  a n d  m a y o r  l a s t .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  a g r e e d  t o  t h e  c h a n g e  a n d  s t a t e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  c h a n g e s  w o u l d  b e  e f f e c t i v e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 5 .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  t h e n  r e a d  R e s o l u t i o n  8 5 - 3  ( s e e  A t t a c h m e n t  A ) .

M s. S i p e  m o v e d ,  t o  a d o p t  R e s o l u t i o n  8 5 - 3 ,
M r .  P i a z z a  s e c o n d e d ,

C h a i r p e r s o n  C o th a ra  t h e n  o p e n e d  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o n  s c h o o l  b o a r d  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  a s k e d  i f  a n y o n e  w i s h e d  t o  b e  h e a r d .

D r .  THERESA OBERMEYER I n t r o d u c e d  h e r s e l f  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  MR. TOM 
OBERMEYER. D r .  OBERMEYER s t a t e d  t h a t  s h e  d o e s  i n t e n d  t o  s e e k  
S c h o o l  B o a r d ,  S e a t  C ( s e a t  v a c a t e d  b y  t h e  d e a t h  o f  V i  
S c h e l l e n b e r g )  a n d  t h a t  s h e  a l s o  r a n  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  i n  1 9 8 0 .  
D r .  OBERMEYER s t a t e d  s h e  w a s  p r e s e n t  t o  d i s c u s s  e q u i t i e s  b e t w e e n  
a s s e m b l y  a n d  s c h o o l  b o a r d ,  n o t  s o  m u c h  s a l a r i e s  a s  r e i m b u r s e m e n t s  
T h e  a d  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ,  a b o u t  t h e . p r o p o s e d  s a l a r y  c h a n g e s ,  
s e e m e d  t o  s t a t e  a  y e a r l y  s a l a r y  f o r  t h e  m a y o r  w h e r e  a s s e m b l y  a n d  
s c h o o l  b o a r d  s a l a r i e s  w e r e  e x p e n s e s .  S h e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h i s  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  b e  f o r  e x p e n s e s  o f  d r i v i n g  t o  s c h o o l  b o a r d

P r e s e n t :

A b s e n t :



Salary & Emoluments Commission
September 10, 1984
Page 2

m e e t i n g s ,  d r i v i n g  t o  p a r e n t  m e e t i n g s ,  d r i v i n g  t o  w o r k  s e s s i o n s  
a n d  e t c .  S h e  a s k e d  i f  t h i s  w a s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  
a s s e m b l y  a n d  s c h o o l  b o a r d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  b e  f o r  e x p e n s e s  a n d  n o t  
s a l a r i e s  o r  s a l a r i e s  f o r  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  w o r k  t h e y  d o .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  s t a t e d  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  i s  n o t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  
g i v e  a  p h i l o s o p h y  v i e w .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  d e a l s  w i t h  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
l e v e l s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  p o s i t i o n s  a s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  C h a r t e r .  Com­
p e n s a t i o n  a s  s t a t e d  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  s a l a r y .

DR. THERESA OBERMEYER f e l t  t h e  b a s i c  i s s u e  w a s  e q u i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  
a s s e m b l y  a n d  s c h o o l  b o a r d .  S h e  f e l t  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  
f o r  m o n e y  a t  a l l .  T h e  w o r d  e m o l u m e n t s  d o e s  m e a n  p r o f i t  a n d  s h e  
f e l t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  n o  p r o f i t  f o r  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .  S h e  w o u l d  
s e r v e  o n  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  i f  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  a t  a l l .  
T h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e m b e rs  r u n  o n  a n  a r e a w i d e  b a s i s  a n d  t h e r e  i s  
s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  1 4 4 , 0 0 0  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  a n d  2 4 4 , 0 0 0  r e s i d e n t s  i n  
A n c h o r a g e .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  m e m b e rs  a r e  v o t e d  o n  b y  i n d i v i d u a l  
A s s e m b l y  s e c t i o n s  m a k i n g  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t  l e v e l  m u c h  s m a l l e r .
T h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  w h i c h  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e n  ( 7 ) ,  e n c o m p a s s  a  
m u ch  b r o a d e r  a r e a  t h a n  a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s ,  w h i c h  a r e  e l e v e n  ( 1 1 ) .  
T h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  e m p l o y s  r o u g h l y  4 , 0 0 0  e m p l o y e e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  
5 , 2 0 0  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  T h e r e  a r e  4 2 , 0 0 0  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  s c h o o l s  a n d  t h i s  i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  
c h a n g i n g .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  s t a f f  
t o  d e a l  w i t h  c o n s t i t u e n t  i n q u i r i e s  a n d  c o m p l a i n t s .

MR. TOM OBERMEYER, e x p e r t  i n  c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  b e n e f i t s ,  s t a t e d  
t h e  i s s u e  i s  e q u i t y  b e t w e e n  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e m b e rs  a n d  a s s e m b l y  
m e m b e r s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  
b o d i e s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s  a r e  e q u a l l y  c o m p e ­
t e n t  a n d  q u a l i f i e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e m .  He b e l i e v e d  t h e  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t  h a d  b e c o m e  b i g  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  a  l a r g e r  b u d g e t  a n d  m o r e  
e m p l o y e e s  t h a n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e s e  f a c t s  a r e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  w e i g h e d  w h e n  d e t e r m i n i n g  
c o m p e n s a t i o n .  I t  c o s t s  m o r e  t o  r u n  f o r  s c h o o l  b o a r d  t h a n  f o r  t h e  
a s s e m b l y .  B e i n g  a  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e m b e r  i s  v e r y  t i m e  c o n s u m i n g  a n d  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  c o m p a r a b l e  w i t h  t h e  a s s e m b l y .  T h e  
a s s e m b l y  c o n s u m e s  5 .6 %  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t ,  a  
p a r t  o f  w h i c h  p a y s  f o r  s t a f f  s u p p o r t .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  s u c h  
i d e n t i f i e d  c o s t s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  b u d g e t .  B o t h  b o d i e s  
d e s e r v e  q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e  who a r e  c o m p a r a b l y  p a i d .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  
C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m ,  h e  I n d i c a t e d  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  s c h o o l  
b o a r d  m e m b e r s  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  s a m e  a s  f o r  t h e  a s s e m b l y .

DR. TIIERESA OBERMEYER s u g g e s t e d  t h e  b o a r d  c o n s i d e r  r e p l a c i n g  
e x p e n s e  m o n e y s  w i t h  m e d i c a l  b e n e f i t s  o r  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s  
r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e .

S u e  L i n d e n u t h ,  M a n a g e r  o f  R e c o r d s  a n d  B e n e f i t s ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  P ERS. T h e  
a s s e m b l y  m em b er  p a y s  t h e  e m p l o y e e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  a n d  t h e
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m u n i c i p a l i t y  p a y s  t h e  e m p l o y e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  S h e  w a s  u n s u r e  
w h e t h e r  t h e  s a m e  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  t h a n k  D r .  OBERMEYER f o r  b r i n g i n g  u p  t h e  p o i n t  
b u t  f e l t  t h e  S a l a r y  a n d  E m o l u m e n t s  C o m m i s s i o n  h a d  n o  a u t h o r i t y  i n  
t h e  a r e a  o f  s u c h  b e n e f i t s .

MR. RICHARD MARKEY o p p o s e d  r a i s e s  f o r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s .  M o s t  
h a v e  p a i d  t o  g e t  t h e  j o b  t h e y  n o w  h o l d  k n o w i n g  w h a t  t h e  s a l a r y  
w a s .  No o n e  r a n  f o r  o f f i c e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s a l a r y .

MR. JOE GRAHAM, 4 1 0 7  M i n n e s o t a ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  we o u g h t  t o  p a y  f o r  
w h a t  we g e t .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  o f  B a r t l e t t  a n d  G r e u n i n g  
s c h o o l s ,  w e  s h o u l d  p u l l  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e .  S i n c e  t h e  s c h o o l  
b o a r d  h a s n ’ t  d o n e  s u c h  a  g r e a t  j o b  r e c e n t l y ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  
s a l a r y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  p u r e  l u n a c y .  I t  i s n ’ t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  h a v e  a  
g r e a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  o r  g r e a t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  t o  b e  a  
g o o d  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e m b e r .  M o s t  o f t e n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  common 
s e n s e  w i l l  s u f f i c e .  He f e l t  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  s h o u l d  r u n  b y  
d i s t r i c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a r e a w i d e .  T h a t  a p p r o a c h  w o u ld  d e c r e a s e  t h e  
c o s t  o f  r u n n i n g  f o r  o f f i c e  a n d  p u t  t h e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  c l o s e r  t o  
h i s  c o n s t i t u e n c y .  T h e  e l e m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  m u s t  b e  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  w h e n  d e t e r m i n i n g  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  C o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  s h o u l d  b e  l e s s  t h a n  f o r  t h e  a s s e m b l y  b e c a u s e  
i t  i s  a  s u b o r d i n a t e  b o d y  a n d  p a i d  o n  a  p e r  m e e t i n g  b a s i s  w i t h  a  
t o t a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  $ 5 0 0 / m o n t h .

MR. TOM OBERMEYER f e l t  i t  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  a t t r a c t  q u a l i f i e d  
p e o p l e  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d ,  p r e f e r a b l y  p e r s o n s  w i t h  a  b a c k g r o u n d  
i n  e d u c a t i o n .  T h a t  k i n d  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  i n  m a k in g  
t h e  k i n d s  o f  d e c i s i o n s  t h e  b o a r d  i s  a s k e d  t o  m a k e .  I t  w o u l d  b e  
n i c e  i f  s u c h  q u a ] i f i c a t i o r . s  c o u l d  b e  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  j o b  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  c a l l e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o n  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  a p p r o v e  
t h e  i n c r e a s e  f o r  s c h o o l  b o a r d  ( R e s o l u t i o n  8 5 - 3 )  m e m b e rs  a n d  i t  
p a s s e d  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  v o i c e  v o t e .

R e s o l u t i o n  8 5 - 2  ( s e e  A t t a c h m e n t  B)

M s. S i p e  m o v e d ,  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  a d o p t
s e c o n d e d  b y  M r .  P i a z z a ,  R e s o l u t i o n  8 5 - 2  e s t a b l i s h i n g

c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  
A s s e m b l y  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  
$ 1 , 7 2 5  f o r  t h e  C h a i r  a n d  
$ 1 , 4 0 0  f o r  o L h o r  a s s e m b l y  
m e m b e r s .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  o p e n e d  t h e  m o t i o n  f o r  c o m m i s s i o n ' s  c o m m e n t .

M s. S i p e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  s a l a r i e s  f o r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  l a s t  
i n c r e a s e d  i n  1 9 8 1 .  I f  o n e  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  a m o u n t  o l '  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  
t h e  t h r e e  y e a r  p e r i o d ,  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  o n l y  5% p e r  y e a r ,  a t  a  t i m e  
w h e n  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  i n c r e a s e d  a t  a  r a t e  b e t w e e n  5 /  a n d  7%
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e a c h  y e a r .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p a t t e r n  o f  
c o n s i d e r i n g  r a i s i n g  s a l a r i e s  o n l y  e v e r y  tw o  t o  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I f  
t h e  p a t t e r n  p e r s i s t s ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r  
a n o t h e r  i n c r e a s e  u n t i l  1 9 8 7 .  I f  o n e  s p r e a d s  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  a  
s i x  y e a r  p e r i o d ,  t h e  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e  a m o u n t s  t o  a b o u t  a  2 .5 %  
i n c r e a s e  p e r  y e a r ,  w h i c h  a t  t h e  m o s t ,  j u s t  k e e p s  p a c e  w i t h  
i n f l a t i o n .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  n o t e d  t h a n  u n d e r  P r o p o s i t i o n  2 4 ,  a n y  s a l a r y  
i n c r e a s e s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  S a l a r y  a n d  E m o l u m e n t s  C o m m is s io n  m e a n s  
so m e  p l a c e  s o m e b o d y  i s  l o s i n g  t h o s e  d o l l a r s .  P u b l i c  s e r v i c e  i s  a  
s h o r t  t e r m  c o m m i t m e n t ,  n o t  a  l o n g  t e r m  m o n e y  m a k i n g  c o m m i t m e n t .  
S h e  t h e n  o p e n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  p u b l i c  c o m m e n ts .

MR. DAVID WALSH u r g e d  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  t o  k e e p  t h e  a s s e m b l y  s a l a r y  
a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  l e v e l .  I n c r e a s i n g  t h e  a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s ’ s a l a r i e s  
w o u l d  m e a n  c u t t i n g  d o l l a r s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  b u d g e t .  E v e n t h o u g h  
t h e  i n c r e a s e  m i g h t  b e  j u s t i f i e d ,  i t  i s  l a r g e  f o r  o n e  ye i r .  
I n c r e a s i n g  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  m a k e s  i t  p o s s i b l e  
f o r  a  p e r s o n  t o  p a y  h i s  b i l l s ,  m a i n t a i n  h i s  l i f e s t y l e  a n d  b e  
t o t a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .  T h a t  b e c o m e s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  
t o w a r d s  a  f u l l - t i m e  a s s e m b l y .  T h e  w o r k l o a d  i s  g r o w i n g  a n d  t h e  
a s s e m b l y  m ay  h a v e  t o  c o n s i d e r  e i t h e r  b e c o m i n g  f u l l  t i m e  o r  a d d i n g  
s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a f f  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s .  B u t  t h e  l e v e l  
o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  
o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  N o n e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  a r e  i n  i t  f o r  t h e  m o n e y .  
T h e  m o n e y  d o e s  p r o v i d e  m i n i m a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t i m e  a w a y  f r o m  
f a m i l y ,  e x p e n s e s  t h a t  g o  w i t h  t h e  j o b  a n d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  a  j o b  
w e l l  d o n e .  I f  o n e  w a n t e d  t o  s e t  a  f i g u r e  e q u a l  t o  w h a t  t h e  j o b  
i s  w o r t h ,  t h e  s a l a r y  w o u l d  b e  t o o  h i g h .  To go  t o  z e r o ,  r e a l l y  
i s n ’ t  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  p e o p l e  m ak e  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  a  
p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l .  T h e  l e v e l  s h o u l d  b e  s e t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  ( 1 )  i t  
i s  a  p a r t - t i m e  s a l a r y ,  a n d  ( 2 )  b u d g e t  c o n s t r a i n t s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
P r o p o s i t i o n  2 4 .  T h e  c u r r e n t  s a l a r y  l e v e l  i s  a d e q u a t e .  I n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  M s. S i p e ,  h e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  m o n ey  p a i d  t o  
t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  A s s e m b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  
t o  d o  t h a t  j o b , .

MR. TOM OBERMEYER c o m m e n te d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  
a v e r a g e  s a l a r y  w a s  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r .  A s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  s h o r t  c h a n g e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  i n c r e a s e s  t o  o t h e r
s a l a r i e s .  H e  a g r e e d  t h e  p u b l i c  d i d  n o t  w a n t  f u l l - t i m e  a s s e m b l y
m e m b e r s .  B u t  i t  i s  a  c o n s u m i n g  j o b  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  f a i r l y  com ­
p e n s a t e d .  He n o t e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  c a m p a i g n i n g  i s  r e a c h i n g  a  p o i n t
w h e r e  t h e  a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n  c a n n o t  r u n  f o r  a s s e m b l y  o r  s c h o o l  
b o a r d .

MR. CHARLES BARCERON s t a t e d  t h a t  b e i n g  a n  a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r  i s  n o t  
a  f u l l  t i m e  j o b .  He f e l t  a  15% i n c r e a s e  w as  t o o  m uch i n  o n e  
y e a r .  T h e  p u b l i c  i s n ’ t  a w a r e  t h e  s a l a r i e s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  r a i s e d  
f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  No f i g u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  w h i c h  sho w  t h e  
s a l a r i e s  o f  s i m i l a r  p o s i t i o n s  i n  s i m i l a r  s i z e d  c i t i e s .  W i t h o u t  
s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  j u d g e  w h e t h e r  
t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i s  f a i r .



.

ASSEMBLYMEMBER CAROL MASER, 2 5 2 6  G le n w o o d ,  f e l t  t h e  p e o p l e  s h e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  w o u l d  o b j e c t  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  r a i s e s  b e i n g  p r o p o s e d .
T h e  p u b l i c  t e n d s  t o  v i e w  a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  sa m e  l i g h t  a s  
t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w ho  r e c e n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s .  T h e  
p e o p l e  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  i t  i s  t i m e  f o r  r a i s e s . .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s i t  
o n  t h e  a s s e m b l y  a n d  c u t  e x p e n d i t u r e s  w h e n  t h e  a s s e m b l y  h a s  
r e c e i v e d  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  i t s  s a l a r y .  B e i n g  a n  a s s e m b l y  m em b er  i s  
a  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .  T h e  p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  s o u g h t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  j o b .  P e o p l e  r u n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  f e e l  
t h e y  c a n  r e t u r n  s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  s a l a r y  l e v e l  
d o e s  n o t  c o m p e n s a t e  t h e  m e m b e r s  f o r  t h e  t i m e  s p e n t  o n  m u n i c i p a l  
a f f a i r s .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  p u b l i c  d o e s  n o t  s u p p o r t  
t h i s  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

MR. JOE GRAHAM e m p h a s i z e d  t h i s  i s  a n  a r e a  w h e r e  t h e  c o n s u m e r  
n e e d s  p r o t e c t i o n .  T h e  a s s e m b l y  s e t s  t h e  m i l l  l e v e l .  T h e  a s s e m ­
b l y  u s e d  t o  s i t  a s  a  B o a r d  o f  E q u a l i z a t i o n  a n d  s e t  i t s  own 
s a l a r y .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h o s e  f u n c t i o n s  i s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  a s s e m b l y  
n o w .  T h e y  a r e  d u c k i n g  t h e i r  j o b .  He s u g g e s t e d  m e m b e rs  b e  p a i d  
$ 2 0 0  p e r  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  a n d  o n l y  f o r  m e e t i n g s  a t t e n d e d .  He 
q u e s t i o n e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  p u b l i c  w a s  g e t t i n g  i t s  m o n e y ’ s  w o r t h  w i t h  
t h e  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s ,  i . e . ,  a r e  
p a c k e t s  b e i n g  r e a d ?  T h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  who h a v e n ’ t  
r e c e i v e d  a  r a i s e  i n  s a l a r y  b u t  t h a t  i s  n o t  r e p o r t e d .  S a l a r y  
s u r v e y s  o f t e n  o n l y  c o n s i d e r  s a l a r i e s  p a i d  b y  l a r g e  c o m p a n i e s  
r a t h e r  t h a n  a  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  o f  w a g e s .  He o p p o s e d  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  
a s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s '  s a l a r i e s .

MR. CHARLES BARGERON f e l t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  m e e t  e v e r y  y e a r  
a n d  c o n s i d e r  i n c r e a s i n g  s a l a r i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n l y  c o n s i d e r  
i n c r e a s e s  o n c e  e v e r y  t h r e e  y e a r s  w h i c h  m a k e s  a n y  i n c r e a s e  p r o ­
p o s e d  a p p e a r  e x c e s s i v e  a n d  r a i s e ,  p u b l i c  i r e .

MR. RICHARD MARKEY a g r e e d  w i t h  M r s .  M a s e r ' s  c o m m e n t s .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  c a l l e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o n  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  a d o p t  
R e s o l u t i o n  S 5 - 2  a n d  i t  f a i l e d  b y  a  u n a n i m o u s  v o i c e  v o t e .

T h e  m e e t i n g  r e c e s s e d  a t  5 : 0 5  p . m .  a n d  r e c o n v e n e d  a t  5 : 1 0  p . m .

R e s o l u t i o n  8 5 - 1  ( s e e  A t t a c h m e n t  C ) .

M s. S i p e  m o v e d ,  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  a d o p t
s e c o n d e d  b y  M r .  P i a z z a ,  R e s o l u t i o n  8 5 - 1  w h i c h

e s t a b l i s h e s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  M a y o r  o f  A n c h o r a g e  i n  t h e  
a m o u n t  o f  $ 8 0 , 5 0 0  p e r  annum  
s t a r t i n g  f i s c a l  y e a r  1 9 8 5 .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  o p e n e d  t h e  f l o o r  t o  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  m o t i o n .

Salary & Emoluments Commission
v  September 10, 1984
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ASSEMBLYMEMBER CAROL MASER, 2 5 2 6  G le n w o o d ,  f e l t  p e o p l e  s o u g h t  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  m a y o r  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o m m u n i ty  s e r v i c e .  O ne d o e s  n o t  
s e r v e  t h e  c o m m u n i ty  w e l l  b y  e x p e c t i n g  o n e ' s  s a l a r y  t o  c o n t i n u a l l y
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b e  i n c r e a s e d .  T h e  p u b l i c  i n  g e n e r a l  o p p o s e s  i n c r e a s e s  i n  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l s '  s a l a r i e s  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  h o l d  t h e  
s p e n d i n g  l i n e  w h i l e  a c c e p t i n g  i n c r e a s e s  i n  p a y .

MR. TOM OBERMEYER f e l t  t h e  m a y o r ’ s  s a l a r y  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  i n  
p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  m u n i c i p a l  s a l a r y .  H e  p e r s o n a l l y  
d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  m a y o r  r e q u i r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m p e n ­
s a t i o n .  He t h o u g h t  t h e  m a y o r  h a d  g o n e  o n  p u b l i c  r e c o r d  a s  o p p o s ­
i n g  t h i s  i n c r e a s e .

MR. RICHARD MARKEY o p p o s e d  t h e  p a y  r a i s e .  T h e  m o r n i n g  n e w s p a p e r  
r e p o r t e d  M a y o r  K n o w le s  w o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  a  p a y  r a i s e  i f  o n e  w e r e  
a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .  M a y o r  K n o w l e s  i n d i c a t e d  h e  w o u l d  
g i v e  t h e  i n c r e a s e  t o  c h a r i t y  a n d  t h a t  i s  n o t  w h a t  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  
h a v e  i n  m in d  w h e n  t h e y  p a y  s o m e o n e .

MR. CHARLES BARGERON o p p o s e d  t h e  r a i s e .

MR. TOM OBERMEYER a d d e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  i n f l a t i o n  i s  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  s p e n d i n g  o n  s a l a r i e s  o f  t o p  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s .

MR. JOE GRAHAM s a i d  t h e  c o n s u m e r s  w e r e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  b i g  
f i g u r e  i n c r e a s e  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  m a y o r .  O ne  s h o u l d n ' t  b e  o v e r l y  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  s a l a r y  s t r a t a  t o  j o b  s t r a t a .  
G o v e r n m e n t  i s  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  i n d u s t r y .  R e c e n t l y  
p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t s  s h o w e d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  p o l i c e m e n  w e r e  p a i d  m o re  
a n n u a l l y  t h a n  t h e  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  c o m e s  o n  t h e  
h e e l s  o f  t h e  d i r t y  d e a l  o f  G e n e r a l  M o t o r s  a n d  F o r d  M o t o r  Com pany  
w h i c h  g a v e  l a r g e  r a i s e s  t o  e x e c u t i v e s  a f t e r  j o c k e y i n g  e m p l o y e e s  
i n t o  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  c o n c e s s i o n  a n d  n o  p a y  r a i s e s .  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  
g e t t i n g  o n  s h a k y  g r o u n d  w i t h  w h a t  i t  t r i e s  t o  e x t r a c t  f r o m  
p e o p l e .  He d i d n ' t  t h i n k  p e o p l e  w e r e  g e t t i n g  w h a t  t h e y  p a i d  f o r  
a n d  t h e  m a y o r  d i d n ' t  d e s e r v e  a  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  r a i s e .

MR. DAVID WALSH s t a t e d  t h e  j o b  o f  m a y o r  h a s  c h a n g e d  s i n c e  u n i ­
f i c a t i o n .  I t  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  j o b  a n d  w o r t h  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m o u n t  o f  
c o m p e n s a t i o n .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  m a y o r  h a s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  
s a l a r y  i n  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  r e s u l t  h a s  b e e n  s a l a r y  com­
p r e s s i o n .  I n  t h e  l a s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  p e o p l e  who 
w a n t e d  t o  s t a y  i r .  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  b u t  s i m p l y  c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  t o  
s t a y .  G o v e r n m e n t  c a n ' t  o f f e r  i t s  t o p  e x e c u t i v e s  s t o c k  o p t i o n s  o r  
o f f e r  t h e m  v e r y  m an y  PERKS a t  a l l .  P e r h a p s  a  l i t t l e  m o re  i n  
s a l a r y  c o u l d  h a v e  k e p t  t h o s e  h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e .  On t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  i f  t h e  t o p  e x e c u t i v e ' s  s a l a r y  g o e s  u p ,  we c a n  e x p e c t  
t h e  s a m e  p e r c e n t a g e  r a i s e  i n  p a y  o f  n o n - e x e c u t i v e s .  T h e  m a y o r ' s  
s a l a r y  s h o u l d  go  u p  b u t  n o t  a s  m uch  a s  p r o p o s e d .  MR. WALSH f e l t  
t h a t  p e r h a p s  a  57, t o  6 %  i n c r e a s e  w a s  r e a s o n a b l e .

Ms. S i p e  n o t e d  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  d i s c u s s e d  a t  i t s  l a s t  m e e t i n g  
s a l a r i e s  o f  m u n i c i p a l  e m p l o y e e s  who b e c a u s e  o f  l o n g e v i t y  a n d  
o t h e r  f a c t o r s  e a r n  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  m a y o r .  S h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  M r .
T u r p i n  h a d  a s k e d  m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  i n d u s t r y  t o  do  a n  i n f o r m a l  s t u d y  
o f  c o m p a r a b l e  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  L he  p a y  s h o u l d



b e  a t  l e a s t  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  m o r e  t h a n  c u r r e n t l y  p a i d .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  h a s  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  l o o k  i n t o  w h a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  i n  s i m i l a r  j o b s  a r e  
p a i d .

HR. TOM 03ERMEYER a g r e e d  t h a t  s a l a r y  c o m p r e s s i o n  w a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
f a c t o r  t o  c o n s i d e r .  A n c h o r a g e  i s  i n  a n  e s c a l a t o r  r o l e  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  s a l a r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  g o v e r n m e n t  s a l a r i e s .  S a l a r i e s  a r e  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  s e g m e n t s  o f  
s o c i e t y .  T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  i n c r e a s e  i n  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  s a l a r i e s  w h i c h  h a s  c r e a t e d  c o m p r e s s i o n  a t  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  
w h i c h  m ay o r  may n o t  h a v e  f o r c e d  som e  o f  t h e  t o p  p e o p l e  o u t .  A t  
som e  p o i n t  t h e r e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b e  a  c a p  p u t  o n  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s .

MR. JOE GRAHAM a g r e e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  i n f l a t i o n  w a s  v e r y  b a d .  T h e  
o n e  s e g m e n t  o f  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  c a n  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  i s  g o v e r n ­
m e n t .  G o v e r n m e n t  h a d  b e t t e r  do  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i n f l a t i o n  s c o n .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  c a l l e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o n  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  a d o p t  
R e s o l u t i o n  8 5 - 1  a n d  i t  f a i l e d  b y  u n a n i m o u s  v o i c e  v o t e .
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C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  o p e n e d  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  d i s c u s s i o n .

MR. RICHARD MARKEY c o m m e n te d  a  l o t  o f  m o n ey  w a s  s p e n t  r u n n i n g  f o r  
t h e  o f f i c e  o f  m a y o r .  P e o p l e  d o n ' t  r u n  f o r  t h e  s a l a r y .

M r .  P i a z z a  n o t e d  t h e  m a y o r ' s  s a l a r y  h a d  n o t  b e e n  i n c r e a s e d  s i n c e  
1 9 8 1 .  C o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  s h o u l d  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  
i n f l a t i o n  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e  a m o u n t  i s  a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l ­
i t y  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  who h o l d s  
t h e  p o s i t i o n .  F i v e  p e r c e n t  a f t e r  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  n o  i n c r e a s e  i s  o n  
l i n e .

MR. TOM OBERMEYER f e l t  g i v i n g  t h e  m a y o r  a  r a i s e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
m i g h t  h a v e  u n d e s i r a b l e  p u b l i c  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  
o f  t h e  b u d g e t  c o n s t r a i n t s  i n v o k e d  b y  P r o p o s i t i o n  2 4 .  T h e  m a y o r  
h a s  p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d  h e  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  a n  i n c r e a s e .

MR. JOE GRAHAM t h o u g h t  t h e  p u b l i c  f e l t  t h e  b u d g e t  w a s  o v e r l o a d e d  
w i t h  p o s i t i o n s  p a y i n g  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  w h i c h  a r e  a c t u a l l y  w o r t h  
$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  P a r t  o f  t h e  j o b  o f  g e t t i n g  a  h a n d l e  on  r i s i n g  c o s t s  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  S a l a r y  a n d  E m o l u m e n t s  C o m m i s s i o n .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  v o t e  o n  t h e  m o t i o n  t o  i n c r e a s e  
t h e  m a y o r ' s  s a l a r y  b y  5 %  a n d  i t  p a s s e d :

M s. S i p e  m o v e d ,  
s e c o n d e d  b y  M r .  P i a z z a ,

t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  p a s s  a  
r e s o l u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  com­
p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  
m a y o r  a t  a n  a m o u n t  5% a b o v e
t h e  c u r r e n t  l e v e l  o r  $ 7 3 , 5 0 0 .

AYES: S i p e ,  P i a z z a .
NAYS: C o th a m .



Salary & Emoluments Commission
September 10, 1984
Page 8

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  b e  n u m b e r e d  
R e s o l u t i o n  8 5 - 4 .

M s. S i p e  m o v e d ,  
s e c o n d e d  b y  M r .  P i a z z a  
a n d  i t  d i e d ,

t h a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  e a c h  o f  
t h e  s a l a r i e s  b e  p l a c e d  o n  n e x t  
y e a r ' s  a g e n d a  f o r  t h e  S a l a r y  
a n d  E m o l u m e n t s  C o m m i s s i o n .

MR. TOM OBERMEYER f e l t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h o u l d  m e e t  m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  
o n c e  a  y e a r .  T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  s o  g r e a t  i t ;  c a n n o t  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  u n l e s s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m e e t s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  y e a r .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  C h a r t e r  p r o v i d e s  t h e  c o m m is ­
s i o n  m u s t  m e e t  e v e r y  tw o  y e a r s  b u t  p r o h i b i t s  m o r e  f r e q u e n t  
m e e t i n g s  t h a n  e v e r y  y e a r .  I n  o r d e r  t o  c h a n g e  t h i s ,  i t  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  a  c h a r t e r  a m e n d m e n t  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s .  I n  r e s p o n s e  
t o  MR. MARKEY, s h e  o u t l i n e d  t h e  C h a r t e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  c o m m is ­
s i o n  c o m p o s i t i o n .

MR. TOM OBERMEYER f e l t  i t  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  s a l a r i e s  o f  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l s  t o  b e  r e v i e w e d  o n  a  f r e q u e n t  b a s i s .  I n  t h e  c u r r e n t  
s i t u a t i o n ,  v e r y  f e w  p e o p l e  w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t i m e  
s e t  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  s a l a r i e s .

M s. S i p e  i n q u i r e d  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  C l e r k  w h e t h e r  m e e t i n g  m o r e  
f r e q u e n t l y  w o u ld  w o r k  a  h a r d s h i p  o n  t h e  C l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  s t a f f .
T h e  C h a r t e r  s a y s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  c a n n o t  c o n s i d e r  s a l a r i e s  m o r e  
f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  o n c e  a  y e a r  b u t  d o e s  n o t :  p r e c l u d e  m o r e  f r e q u e n t  
m e e t i n g s .

C h a i r p e r s o n  G o th a m  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  b e  t a b l e d  u n t i l  t h e  
c o m m i s s i o n  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  C l e r k .  C h a i r p e r s o n  
G o th a m  t h e n  o r d e r e d  a  m e e t i n g  c o n v e n e  i n  o n e  y e a r  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  
t o p i c s  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  b e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  e l e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l s .

T h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  5 : 4 5  p . m .

P a m e l a  G o t h a m ,  C h a i r p e r s o n
t /
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i /
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SENATOR MITCH ABOOD 

POUCH V 

JUNEAU AK
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DEAR SIR,

I AM A 32-YEAR-OLD FULL-TIME STUDENT AT A.C.C. I LIVE IN 

HOUSE DISTRICT 11 AND I AM A STUDENT SEANTOR ON THE ACCSA. 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT OF SB17 AND SB165 AND 

WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT TO DEFEAT H B 1 6 1 . 

WILLIAM B. WEBB, STUDENT SENATOR, ACCSA 

4113 COPE ST 

ANCHORAGE AK 99503
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