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•f / f  - . itfv* V  /‘y,

T h e  s t a t u t e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of 
E l e c t i o n s  h a v e  g r a d u a l l y  g o t t e n  o u t  o f  s t e p  w i t h  c h a n g e s  in 
t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  v o t e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t s  a n d  t h e  c o u n t i n g  o f  b a l l o t s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  
D i v i s i o n  a s k e d  m e  t o  s u b m i t  o n  t h e i r  b e h a l f  a b i l l  w h i c h  w o u l d  
p r o v i d e  s o m e  h o u s e k e e p i n g  c h a n g e s  to  a l l o w  t h e m  t o  o p e r a t e  
m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  t h e s e  c r i t i c a l  areas.

O t h e r  l e g i s l a t o r s  h a v e  a l s o  f e l t  t h i s  n e e d  a p p a r e n t l y ,  b e c a u s e  
as t h e  b i l l  h a s  p r o g r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  H o u s e ,  n u m e r o u s  
f r i e n d l y  a m e n d m e n t s  w e r e  a d d e d  o n t o  t h e  b i l l .  F u r t h e r ,  
p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  a d e c i s i o n  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  e l e c t i o n
p h a m p h l e t s  t o  h o u s e h o l d s  i n s t e a d  o f  to  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  v o t e r ,  
t h e  b i l l  is o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  p i e c e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  
t h a t  a c t u a l l y  h a s  a n e g a t i v e  f i s c a l  note, o f  $ 8 1 , 1 0 0 .  A s  a 
result, t h i s  b i l l  r e c e i v e d  b i - p a r t i s a n  s u p p o r t  a n d  p a s s e d  t h e  
H o u s e  o n  A p r i l  24 o n  a r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  v o t e  o f  31 y e a s ,  4
nays, a n d  5 absent.

T h e  b i l l  a t  p r e s e n t  c o v e r s  a l o t  of  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  
of e l e c t i o n  a c t i v i t y ,  b u t  s t i l l  p r i m a r i l y  f o c u s e d  o n  a b s e n t e e  
a n d  c o u n t i n g  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  D i v i s i o n ,  w h i c h  is f u l l y  
s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e s e  c h a n g e s ,  h a s  p r e p a r e d  a n  u p d a t e d  s e c t i o n a l  
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  b i l l  as  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e ,  a n d  a l s o  an
o v e r v i e w  g u i d e  t o  t h e  m a j o r  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  b i l l .  B o t h  of 
t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

I w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e  it if y o u  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  to 
r e a d  o v e r  t h i s  m a t e r i a l ,  a n d  if y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  
c o n c e r n s  a t  all p r i o r  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g s  o n  t h e  m a t t e r ,  
c o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  o n  t h e m  as s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h i s  
b i l l  is i m p o r t a n t  in t h a t  it p r o v i d e s  a l o t  o f  n e e d e d  c h a n g e s  
in t h e  c u r r e n t  e l e c t i o n  s t a t u t e s ,  a n d  I w o u l d  b e  h a p p y  t o  t a l k  
to y o u  a b o u t  t h e m  in d e t a i l  i f  y o u  wish.



S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  OF C S H B  284 
(AS P A S S E D  B Y  T H E  HOUSE)

S u b m i t t e d  By:

D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s  
M a y  1, 1986

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  c h a n g e s  to ' 
T i t l e  15 o f  the A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  p r o p o s e d  b y  C S H B  284 
(RULES) :

t

S e c t i o n  1 and 2 J

T h e s e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b i l l  r e l a t e  to the p r o v i s i o n s  
o f  T i t l e  15 in p l a c e  to e n s u r e  t h a t  p e r s o n s  c o n v i c t e d  o f  
f e l o n i e s  i n v o l v i n g  m o r a l  t u r p i t u d e  a r e  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  v o t i n g  
p r i o r  to t h e i r  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  d i s c h a r g e -  U n d e r  c u r r e n t  l a w  
u p o n  r e l e a s e  o f  the c o n v i c t e d  f e l o n  f r o m  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  
t he court, v o t i n g  r i g h t s  are a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e s t o r e d  w i t h  no 
a c t i o n  r e q u i r e d  b y  the i n d i v i d u a l .  T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e s e  
s e c t i o n s  is to c a n c e l  t h e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  c o n v i c t e d  
f e l ons, a n d  r e q u i r e  t h e m  to r e r e g i s t e r  u p o n  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  
d i s c h a r g e .

S e c t i o n  3

A S  1 5 . 0 7 . 1 6 0 ( a )  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  i t  i s  u n l a w f u l  f o r  a 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c i a l  to r e f u s e  t o  r e g i s t e r  a q u a l i f i e d  
i n d i v i d u a l .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  s t i p u l a t e s  a n  e x c e p t i o n  
i n  c a s e s  o f  o t h e r w i s e  q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a r e  n o t  y e t  
u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y -  d i s c h a r g e d  f r o m  c u s t o d y  o f  the court.

S e c t i o n  4

T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  to A S  1 5 . 0 7 . 1 6 0 ( b )  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  it is 
u n l a w f u l  for an i n d i v i d u a l  to r e g i s t e r  w h o  k n o w i n g l y  l a c k s  
t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a vo t e r ,  c h a n g e s  the r e f e r e n c e  
c i t a t i o n  f r o m  A S  1 5 . 0 5 . 0 1 0  (1)— (4), V o t e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  to 
A S  1 5 . 0 7 . 0 3 0 ,  “Wh o  M a y  R e g i s t e r .

S e c t i o n  5

A S  1 5 . 1 0 . 1 8 0  r e l a t e s  to the a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  p a r t y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  for p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on s t a t e  c a n v a s s i n g  
b o a r d s .  B y  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  2 p e r s o n s  f r o m



e a c h  p o l i t i c a l  pa r t y ,  the c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  l i m i t s  the size 
a n d  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  the board. T h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  g i v e s  
the d i r e c t o r  d i s c r e t i o n  as to t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t e a m s  t h a t  m a y  
serve, a n d  s t i p u l a t e s  th a t  e a c h  t e a m  m u s t  h a v e  m e m b e r s  from 
at l e a s t  2 p o l i t i c a l  pa r t i e s .  T h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  o f f e r e d  by 
the a m e n d m e n t  a l l o w s  the d i r e c t o r  to a c c o m m o d a t e  f a i r  p a r t y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  for all pa r t i e s ,  as t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e c o g n i z e d  
p a r t i e s  f l u c t u a t e s .  A s  the S t a t e  h a s  grown, and 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  r o l l s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d ,  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  h a s  a l s o  
d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n c r e a s e d .  T h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i s  
b e c o m i n g  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o m p l e t e  in a r e a s o n a b l e  a m o u n t  
o f  time. It is e s t i m a t e d  th a t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  the 
r e v i e w  o f  n e a r l y  65 , 0 0 0  m a t h e m a t i c a l  c a l c u l a t i o n s  o v e r  442 
p r e c i n c t s  s t a t e w i d e .  Th i s  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  a l l o w  
the d i r e c t o r  to a p p o i n t  a d d i t i o n a l  t e a m s  as n e e d e d  to a s s u r e  
t h a t  the p r o c e s s  c a n  c o n t i n u e  to be c o m p l e t e d  in a 
r e a s o n a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  time, w h i l e  g u a r a n t e e i n g  f a i r  p a r t y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in the p rocess.

S e c t i o n  6

T h i s  s e c t i o n  a m e n d s  AS 1 5 . 1 3 . 1 2 0  r e l a t i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to 
c a m p a i g n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and e x p e n d i t u r e s .  AS 1 5.13 
p r o v i s i o n s  do n o t  r e l a t e  to the D i v i s i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of 
e l e c t i o n s .  R a t h e r ,  th i s  c h a p t e r  c o n c e r n s  the f u n c t i o n s  of 
t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  O f f i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  D i v i s i o n ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  o f f e r s  n o  c o m m e n t  on th i s  a m e n d m e n t .

S e c t i o n  7

T h i s  s e c t i o n  c o n c e r n s  t h e  p o s t i n g  o f  p u b l i c  n o t i c e s  in 
c o n s p i c u o u s  p l a c e s  in e a c h  p r e c i n c t .  P r e s e n t  l a w  p r o v i d e s  
t h a t  the p o s t e r s  c o n t a i n  the l e g a l  b o u n d a r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
t h e  p r e c i n c t .  H a v i n g  l egal d e s c r i p t i o n s  p r e p r i n t e d  on the 
p o s t e r s  w o u l d  be  a v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  p r o c e s s  as t h e r e  are o n l y  
2 for e a c h  p r e c i n c t  r e q u i r e d  b y  law. T h e r e f o r e ,  D i v i s i o n a l  
s t a f f  m u s t  c l i p  a n d  p a s t e  e a c h  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o n  884 
i n d i v i d u a l  p o s t e r s  b y  hand. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  l e g a l  b o u n d a r y  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  o f t e n  c o n f u s i n g ,  h a r d  to read, a n d  
d i f f i c u l t  to u n d e r s t a n d  and t h e r e f o r e  are o f  q u e s t i o n a b l e  
b e n e f i t  to the v o t e r s  as u s e d  in t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  T h e  
d i v i s i o n  has b e t t e r  m e t h o d s  in p l a c e  b y  w h i c h  to n o t i f y  
o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r  p r e c i n c t  and p o l l i n g  pl a c e .  E a c h  v o t e r  is 
s e n t  a p o l l i n g  p l a c e  c a r d  b e f o r e  m a j o r  e l e c t i o n s  t h a t  
i n d i c a t e s  the p r e c i n c t  in w h i c h  h e  or  she s h o u l d  v o t e  a n d  
w h e r e  the p o l l i n g  p l a c e  is l o c a t e d .  T h e  l i s t  o f  p o l l i n g  
p l a c e s  f o r  a l l  p r e c i n c t s  are p u b l i s h e d  in the O f f i c i a l  
E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  it is p r o p o s e d  t h a t  l e g a l  
b o u n d a r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  b e  d e l e t e d  f r o m  
A S  1 5 . 1 5 . 0 7 0  ( c ) .



S e c t i o n  8

T h i s  s e c t i o n  p r o v i d e s  that if a v o t e r ' s  n a m e  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  
o n  t h e  p r e c i n c t  r e g i s t e r  in w h i c h  he or she s e e k s  to vote, 
the e l e c t i o n  w o r k e r  m u s t  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  a d v i s e  the v o t e r  of 
the r i g h t  to v o t e  a q u e s t i o n e d  b a l lot.

S e c t i o n  9 (Also see S e c t i o n  14, 15, 17, 18 a n d  22)

T h i s  s e c t i o n  s e e k s  to m a k e  a h o u s e k e e p i n g  c h a n g e  in the 
s t a x t  d a t a  f o r  s t a t e  c a n v a s s  b o a r d  r e v i e w ,  f r o m  the 8th d a y  
a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  to t h e  1 1 t h  day. T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  r e l a t e s  
to the t i g h t e n i n g  o f  the d e a d l i n e  for r e c e i p t  o f  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t s  as p r o p o s e d  in S e c t i o n  12 of  this bill, w h i c h  
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  the l a s t  d a y  to r e c e i v e  m i l i t a r y  a n d  f o r e i g n  
b y  m a i l  b a l l o t s  w o u l d  be the 10th day. U n d e r  the e x i s t i n g  
s t a t u t e  the s t a t e  r e v i e w  b o a r d  is r e q u i r e d  to b e g i n  its 
c a n v a s s  b e f o r e  c o u n t i n g  o f  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  is c o m p l e t e d  at 
the r e g i o n a l  l e v e l  b e c a u s e  o f  the e x t e n d e d  a b s e n t e e  d e a d l i n e  
b e y o n d  the 8th day. R e g i o n a l  B o a r d s  h a v e  b e e n  r e q u i r e d  to 
s u b m i t  i n c o m p l e t e  p r e c i n c t  d a t a  to J u n e a u .  T h i s  has 
r e s u l t e d  in a d d i t i o n a l  c o u n t i n g  o f  b a l l o t s  r e c e i v e d  a f t e r  
t h e  8th d a y  b e i n g  c o n c l u d e d  a t  t h e  d i r e c t o r ' s  level, a f t e r  
th e  s t a t e  c a n v a s s  h a s  begun. T h e  a m e n d m e n t  a l l o w s  ti m e  for 
a l l  c o u n t i n g  to be c o m p l e t e d  at the r e g i o n a l  l e v e l  in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the p r o p o s e d  10 d a y  r e c e i p t  d e a d l i n e ,  and 
b e f o r e  the s t a t e  c a n v a s s  w o u l d  b e g i n s  its audit.

S e c t i o n  14, 15, 17 a n d  18 o f  this b i l l  p r o p o s e  s i m i l a r  
h o u s e k e e p i n g  c h a n g e s  to d a t e s  r e l a t e d  to the r e v i e w  and 
c o u n t i n g  o f  a b s e n t e e  and q u e s t i o n  b a l l o t s ,  and the 
f o r w a r d i n g  o f  p r e c i n c t  r e c o r d s  to the d i r e c t o r s  o f f i c e  for 
i n c l u s i o n  in t h e  s t a t e  revi e w ,  p u r s u a n t  to the a m e n d e d  
d e a d l i n e  for r e c e i p t  of  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s .

S e c t i o n  10

T h i s  s e c t i o n  r e l a t e s  to a b s e n t e e  b y  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
v o t i n g  a n d  e l i m i n a t e s  the r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  the d i s a b l e d  
v o t e r ' s  b a l l o t  m u s t  b e  r e t u r n e d  w i t h i n  3 da y s  o f  its b e i n g  
p i c k e d  u p  by  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  
a l l o w s  the v o t e d  b a l l o t  to be r e t u r n e d  a n y  time p r i o r  to 
8:00 p.m. e l e c t i o n  day.

S e c t i o n  11

T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  c h a n g e s  the la s t  d a y  to p o s t m a r k  an a b s e n t e e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  f r o m  6 d a y s  to 14 d a y s  p r i o r  -to t h e  e l e c t i o n .
It a l s o  a l l o w s  a v o t e r  r e g i s t e r  a n d  a p p l y  for a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t s  for a l l  e l e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  a c a l e n d a r  year, w i t h  a 
s i n g l e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  p r o v i d e  t h a t  
a p p l i c a t i o n  m a y  n o t  b e  m a d e  e a r l i e r  t h a n  6 m o n t h s  b e f o r e  the 
e l e c t i o n .



S e c t i o n  12

P r e s e n t l y ,  all a b s e n t e e  by m a i l  b a l l o t s  m a y  be a c c e p t e d  up 
to 15 da y s  a f t e r  the e l e c t i o n s .  Th i s  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  
w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a b s e n t e e  by m a i l  b a l l o t s  be r e c e i v e d  no 
l a t e r  t h a n  the t e n t h  d a y  a f t e r  the e l e c t i o n  for b a l l o t s  
m a i l e d  from w i t h i n  the U n i t e d  States.

C o n c e r n  has b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  th a t  s i nce c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  
m a n d a t e ,  that "if the b a l l o t  is p o s t m a r k e d ,  it m u s t  be 
p o s t m a r k e d  on or b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  day", t h e r e  is a p o t e n t i a l  
for fraudulen-t or une-thical u s e  o f  t h e  system.
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  this pa r t  of  the s t a t u t e  r e q u i r e s  the p o s t a l  
s t a m p  on or  b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  o n l y  if the b a l l o t  is i n d e e d  
p o s t m a r k e d ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  a p o s t m a r k  on a l l  b a l l o t s .  
R e s e a r c h  s h o w s  t h a t  r e q u i r i n g  p o s t m a r k s  on all b a l l o t s  is 
n ot f e a s i b l e  b e c a u s e  of  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  in the p o s t a l  s y s t e m s  
w o r l d w i d e .  B e c a u s e  of p o s t a l  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  c a n d i d a t e s  or 
c a m p a i g n  w o r k e r s  c o u l d  r e s p o n d  to e l e c t i o n  n i g h t  r e t u r n s  b y  
s o l i c i t i n g  a b s e n t e e  v o t e r s  w h o  h a v e  n o t  m a i l e d  in t h e i r  
b a l l o t s  to do so in the few da y s  r i g h t  a f t e r  the e l e c t i o n .  
B e c a u s e  no p o s t m a r k  is r e q u i r e d  for c o u n t i n g ,  t h e s e  b a l l o t s  
c a s t  a f t e r  the e l e c t i o n ,  b u t  r e c e i v e d  w i t h i n  the 15 day 
period, c o u l d  be i n c l u d e d  in the totals. In c l o s e  races, 
t h e s e  late v o t e s  c o u l d  i m p a c t  the o u t c o m e .  R e s e a r c h  s h ows 
t h a t  98% of m a i l e d  b a l l o t s  take f e w e r  th a n  6 d a y s  for 
d e l i v e r y .

S h o r t e n i n g  the d e a d l i n e  for r e c e i p t  o f  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  
w o u l d  e n h a n c e  the f a s t e r  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s .  
C a n d i d a t e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in c l o s e  races, w o u l d  k n o w  the 
o u t c o m e  m o r e  q u i c k l y  as c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  
c o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e d  sooner.

S e c t i o n  13

Th i s  a m e n d m e n t  e x t e n d s  the d e a d l i n e  for r e c e i p t  o f  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t s  m a i l e d  f r o m  o v e r s e a s  or any A P O  or F P O  a d d r e s s  to 
the 10 t h  d a y  a f t e r  the e l e c t i o n .  R e s e a r c h  o f  s u c h  b a l l o t s  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  9 8.5% o f  t h e s e  b a l l o t s  are d e l i v e r e d  in f e w e r  
t h a n  10 days.

S e c t i o n  14, 15, 17 a n d  18 (Also see S e c t i o n  9)

T h e s e  s e c t i o n s  are a d d i t i o n a l  h o u s e k e e p i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  m a k i n g  
c h a n g e s  to s p e c i f i e d  days on w h i c h  r e g i o n a l  b o a r d s  b e g i n  and 
c o m p l e t e  r e v i e w  a n d  c o u n t i n g  of  a b s e n t e e  a n d  q u e s t i o n e d  
b a l l o t s  and .forward m a t e r i a l s  to the d i r e c t o r s  o f f i c e  for 
i n c l u s i o n  in the s t a t e  review. T h e s e  c h a n g e s  r e l a t e d  to the 
p r o p o s e d  d e a d l i n e  for r e c e i p t  o f  a b s e n t e e  bal l o t s .



S e c t i o n  16

T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  to A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 2 0 3 ( b )  e l i m i n a t e s  f a i l u r e  o f  an 
a b s e n t e e  v o t e r  to p l a c e  the b a l l o t  in a s e c r e c y  e n v e l o p e  as 
so l e  g r o u n d s  for n o t  c o u n t i n g  the b a l l o t ,  if the b a l l o t  is 
otherv/ise p r o p e r l y  cast.

S e c t i o n  19

•Thi.s j5£.cl~Jon -eJJLminates -failure o±  a  q u e s t i o n e d  voter to 
p lace -the ball ot  in a secrecy e nvelope as sole grounds for 
not c o u n t i n g  the b al l ot  if the b a ll o t is otherwise properly 
cast.

S e c t i o n  20

U n d e r  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s ,  a c a n d i d a t e  r e q u e s t i n g  a r e c o u n t  m a y  
s e l e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to o b s e r v e  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e  in the 
r e c o u n t  p r o c e s s .  O f t e n  c a n d i d a t e s  c h o o s e  to r e p r e s e n t  
t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e s e  o b s e r v e r s  a n d  c a n d i d a t e s  are c u r r e n t l y  
p a i d  for t h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  at the same r a t e  as the c o u n t i n g  
t e a m  m e m b e r s -  I n  e s s e n c e ,  the c a n d i d a t e s  p a y  the n o m i n a l  
fee a n d  are t h e n  r e p a i d  for p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  The p r o p o s e d  
a m e n d m e n t  r e m o v e s  the p r o v i s i o n  for p a y i n g  r e c o u n t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

S e c t i o n  21

The c o s t  to t h e  S t a t e  for c o n d u c t i n g  r e c o u n t s  are 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 7 0 0  p e r  D i s t r i c t .  T h i s  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  
w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  the fees r e q u i r e d  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  for r e c o u n t s .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  r a i s e s  the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  v o t e s  c a s t  b e t w e e n  c a n d i d a t e s  f r o m  10 v o t e s  to
20, as a b a s i s  for d e t e r m i n i n g  i f  a r e c o u n t  is to be
c o m p l e t e d  f r e e  o f  c h a rge.

S e c t i o n  22

T h i s  s e c t i o n  d e l e t e s  l a n g u a g e  a l l o w i n g  l a t e  a b s e n t e e  b .riots 
r e c e i v e d  a f t e r  the d e a d l i n e  for r e c e i p t  f r o m  b e i n g  i n c l u d e d  
in r e c o u n t s .

S e c t i o n  23

T he a d d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  f o r m a l i z e s  the a u t h o r i t y  of  the
D i r e c t o r  to s u p e r v i s e  p u n c h - c a r d  v o t i n g  a n d  c o u n t i n g
p r o c e d u r e s  as n e c e s s a r y .  T h i s  f o r m a l  p l a c e m e n t  of  f i nal 
a u t h o r i t y  is c r i t i c a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  u n d e r  e m e r g e n c y  s i t u a t i o n s  
w h i c h  s o m e t i m e s  o c c u r  d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n  n i g h t  c o u n t i n g .  A s  an 
e x a m p l e ,  d u r i n g  the f a i l u r e  of  t h e  m a i n f r a m e  c o m p u t e r  in 
A n c h o r a g e  d u r i n g  the 1984 p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n ,  the d e c i s i o n  to



go to the b a c k u p  s y s t e m  h a d  to be m a d e  q u i c k l y .  This 
a d d i t i o n  c l a r i f i e s  the r o l e  of  the D i r e c t o r  in m a k i n g  such 
d e c i s i o n s  w h i l e  c o o r d i n a t i n g  the w o r k  o f  the D a t e  P r o c e s s i n g  
R e v i e w  B o a r d  as r e s p o n s i b l e  for t e s t i n g  and i m p l e m e n t i n g  the 
a c t u a l  c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  o f  b a l l o t s .  T i m e l y  and r e s p o n s i v e  
d e c i s i o n s  b y  a s i n g l e  a u t h o r i t y  is r e q u i r e d  to e n s u r e  the 
c o u n t i n g  p r o c e s s  c o n t i n u e s  to p r o c e e d  as s m o o t h l y  and 
e f f i c i e n t l y  as p o s s i b l e .

S e c t i o n  24

T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  a l t e r s  the m e t h o d  b y  w h i c h  a r a n d o m  s a m p l i n g  
o f  ballo-ts is s e l e c t e d  to be  m a n u a l l y  c o u n t e d  a n d  c h e c k e d  
a g a i n s t  the c o m p u t e r  t a b u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  the d a t a  v o t e  
c o u n t i n g .  U n d e r  c u r r e n t  st a t u t e ,  an i n d i v i d u a l  ra c e  is 
m a n u a l l y  c o u n t e d  in 6 p r e c i n c t s .  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  p r o v i d e s  
t h a t  a l l  r a c e s  are c h e c k e d  in at l e a s t  one p r e c i n c t  s e l e c t e d  
at r a n d o m  b a s e d  o n  a s t a t i s t i c a l  s a m p l i n g .  B a s e d  on 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  p r o g r a m m e r s  w h o  h a v e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  da t a  
v o t e  c o m p u t a t i o n s ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  e n d o r s e s  this ame n d m e n t .

S e c t i o n  25

T h i s  s e c t i o n  p r o v i d e s  n e w  l a n g u a g e  v/hich a l l o w s  the D i r e c t o r  
to c o n d u c t  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n s  h e l d  a t  a n y  ti m e  o t h e r  than 
d a t e s  o f  p r i m a r i e s ,  g e n e r a l  or m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n s  e n t i r e l y  
b y  mail. R e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  w h o  are e l i g i b l e  to v o t e  in the 
s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n  w o u l d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e c e i v e  a b a l l o t  in the 
m a i l  and w o u l d  r e t u r n  it b y  mail. The p u r p o s e  o f  this 
a m e n d m e n t  is to s a v e  c o s t s  w h i l e  i n c r e a s i n g  t u r n o u t  in 
s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n s .

S e c t i o n  26

T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  n e w  s e c t i o n s  c l a r i f y i n g  the role 
o f  the D i r e c t o r  in r e v i e w i n g  e v i d e n c e  r e l a t e d  to e l i g i b i l i t y  
o f  a c a n d i d a t e ,  m o s t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  in t e r m s  o f  c l a i m e d  
r e s i d e n c e .  The D i r e c t o r  is a u t h o r i z e d  to d e t e r m i n e  
e l i g i b i l i t y  b a s e d  o n  a p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  e v i d e n c e .  It also 
c l a r i f i e s  the r u l e s  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  r e s i d e n c e .

S e c t i o n  27

T h i s  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  s e e k s  to m a k e  t h e  f i l i n g  fees p a i d  
b y  c a n d i d a t e s  n o n - r e f u n d a b l e . In a d d i t i o n  it d e l e t e s  the 
p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  -these f e e s  b e  p a i d  to the c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e  
o f  the p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o f  t h a t  c a n d i d a t e  s u b j e c t  to 
l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .

S e c t i o n  28, 29, 30, 31, 36, 37, 38, 39 a n d  46

The p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  to t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  a r e  in r e s p o n s e  to 
an A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  d e c i s i o n  in V o g l e r  vs. M i l l e r , 651,
P . 2d 1 (Alaska 1982), and V o g l e r  vs. M i l l e r , 660 P 2 d  1191 
(Alaska 1983) .



In p a r t i c u l a r ,  the c ourt h e l d  t h a t  AS 1 5 . 2 5 . 1 6 0  and 
1 5 . 6 0 . 0 1 0 ( 2 0 )  are u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  as b e i n g  u n d u l y  
r e s t r i c t i v e  of b a l l o t s  ac c e s s  and as to o t h e r  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
o f  " p o l i t i c a l  pa r t y "  status. AS 1 5 . 2 5 . 1 6 0  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a 
p e t i t i o n  for n o m i n a t i o n  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  for the o f f i c e  of 
g o v e r n o r ,  l i e u t e n a n t  gover n o r ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s e n a t o r  and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  be signed by q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  e q u a l  in n u m b e r
to at l e a s t  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  of the n u m b e r  o f  v o t e s  c a s t  in the
p r e c e d i n g  g e n e r a l  election. A S  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 1 0 ( 2 0 )  d e f i n e s
" p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y "  as a g r o u p  o f  o r g a n i z e d  v o t e r s  that
r e p r e s e n t  a p o l i t i c a l  p r o g r a m  a n d  t h a t  n o m i n a t e s  a c a n d i d a t e  
f o r  g o v e r n o r  -who x e c e i v e d  at  l e a s t  10 p e r c e n t  o f  the v o t e  
c a s t  at  the p r e c e d i n g  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  for g o v e r n o r .

T h i s  b i l l  a m e n d s  t h o s e  two s e c t i o n s  to r e d u c e  the r e q u i r e d  
p e r c e n t a g e s  to o n e  p e r c e n t  and t h r e e  p e r c e n t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
T h e  b i l l  a l s o  a m e n d s  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  to s i m i l a r l y  r e d u c e  the 
r e q u i r e d  p e r c e n t a g e s  in l ight of  t h e  V o g l e r  decis i o n .

S e c t i o n s  32, 33, 34, 35, 41, 42, 43, 44, a n d  45

T h e s e  s e c t i o n s  m a k e  c h a n g e s  in the d e a d l i n e s  for s u b m i s s i o n  
o f  m a t e r i a l s  f r o m  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  c a n d i d a t e s ,  j u d i c i a l  
r e t e n t i o n  c a n d i d a t e s  and the j u d i c i a l  c o u n c i l ,  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  
in the o f f i c i a l  e l e c t i o n  p a m p h l e t .  C o n f o r m i n g  A m e n d m e n t s  
are a l s o  m a d e  to the f i l i n g  d e a d l i n e s  for j u d g e s  and 
justice. T h e s e  a m e n d m e n t s  ea s e  the c o n s t r i c t e d  t i m e f r a m e s  
w h i c h  c u r r e n t l y  m a k e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  the O f f i c i a l  E l e c t i o n  
P a m p h l e t  n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  to a c c o m p l i s h  in time to m e e t  the 
s t a t u t o r y  d e a d l i n e  for m a i l i n g  t h e m  to the v o t e r s .  U n d e r  
the c u r r e n t  s u b m i s s i o n  d e a d l i n e s  t h e  D i v i s i o n  is e f f e c t i v e l y  
a l l o w e d  l i t t l e  m o r e  than 2 w e e k s  to p r e p a r e  5, 150 p a g e  
b o o k l e t s  f o r  p r i n t i n g .  U n t i l  the d e a d l i n e  has b e e n  r e a c h e d ,  
the D i v i s i o n  c a n n o t  e v e n  a d e q u a t e l y  d e t e r m i n e  the e x a c t  
n u m b e r  o f  p a g e s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d .

T he a m e n d m e n t s  to t h e s e  d e a d l i n e s  a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  for 
e f f i c i e n t  p r e p a r a t i o n  of the O f f i c i a l  E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t .  
U n d e r  c u r r e n t  statute, the c r i t i c a l l y  t i g h t  ti m e  frame has 
r e s u l t e d  in  s e v e r a l  u n f o r t u n a t e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  F i r s t  o f  a l l  
s t r a t e g i c  p l a n n i n g  and b u d g e t i n g  is s e r i o u s l y  h a m p e r e d .  
S e c o n d l y ,  the s t r i c t  time c o n s t r a i n t s  e l i m i n a t e  a d e q u a t e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to a s s u r e  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  a n d  p r o p e r  
p r o o f r e a d i n g .  Th i r d l y ,  w e  ha v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  c o s t l y  o v e r t i m e  
c h a n g e s  a b o v e  and b e y o n d  c o n t r a c t  a w a r d  f e e s  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  
last m i n u t e  s u b m i s s i o n s  and r e q u i r e d  r e v i s i o n s .  In 1984 
t h ese e x c e s s  c h a n g e s  we r e  $17,000. W i t h  s e r i o u s  b u d g e t  cu t s  
a nd s h o r t f a l l  f a c i n g  S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w e  c a n  no l o n g e r  
a b s o r b  s u c h  i n c r eases. T h e  d e a d l i n e  c h a n g e s  o f f e r  us 
g r e a t e r  c o n t r o l  in a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  a d d i t i o n a l  c h a r g e s  
k e p t  at an a b s o l u t e  m inimum.
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IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

F O UR TE EN TH  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESS IO N

A  BILL

F o r  an Act entitled: "An A ct r e l a t i n g  to elections; and p r o v i d i n g  for an

e ffective date."

BE IT E N A CT ED  BY THE LEGI SL A TU RE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 15.05.030 is amend ed  to read:

Sec. 15.05.030. LOSS A N D  R E S T O R A T I O N  OF V O T I N G  RIGHTS. (a) A  

p e rson co nv ic te d of a crime that constitutes a felo ny  in vo lv i ng  m o r a l  

turpitude u n d e r  state law m a y  n o t  v o t e  in a state or a m u n i c i p a l  

e lec ti on  f r o m  the date of the c o n v i c t i o n  thro ug h the date of the 

[RESTORATION OF V O T I N G  RIGHTS U N D E R  THIS SECTION. T H E  R I G H T  TO V O T E  

W I T H D R A W N  U N D E R  THIS SECT IO N IS A U T O M A T I C A L L Y  R E S T O R E D  U P O N  THE] 

u n co nd i t i o n a l  discharge of the person. U p o n  the u n c o n d i t i o n a l  d i s­

charge, the person m a y  re g is t e r  u n d e r  AS 15.07.

(b) The co mm issioner of corrections shall e s t a b li sh  pr oc ed u r e s  

b y  w h i c h  a p e r so n u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  d is ch ar g ed  is a d v i s e d  of the v o t e r  

r eg is t r a t i o n  requirements and p rocedures [RESTORATION OF V O T I N G  R I GH TS  

W I T H D R A W N  BY A  C O N V I C T I O N ] .

* Sec. 2. AS 15.07.135 is a m en d ed  to read:

Sec. 15.07.135. C A N C E L L A T I O N  [SUSPENSION] OF R E G I S T R A T I O N  OF 

C O NV ICTED PERSONS. T he dir e ct or  shall m a k e  re as o na bl e efforts to o b­

tain the names of persons co n vi ct ed  of a f e l o n y  involving m o r a l  t u r p i­

tude. [THE DIRE CT OR  SHALL A L S O  M A K E  R E A S O N A B L E  EFFORTS TO O B T A I N  THE 

NAMES OF PERSONS U NC ON D I T I O N A L L Y  D I SC HA R G E D  F R O M  CUSTODY.] T h e  d i r e c­

tor shall cancel [SUSPEND] the r e g i s t r a t i o n  of a p e rs on  co n vi ct ed  of a 

felony involving moral turpitude. Upon p r e s e n t i n g  p r o o f  that [UNTIL]

I N  THE HOUSE B Y  THE RULES C O M M I T T E E
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register. The dir ec to r  shall nalce re as o na bl e efforts to v e r i f y  the

u n c o n d i t i o n a l  d is charge of persons ap plying for r e g i s t r a t i o n  u n d e r

this section.

*  Sec. 3. AS 15.07.160(a) is a m e n de d to read:

(a) Ex cept as p r o v i d e d  in AS 15.07.135, it [IT] is u n l a w f u l  for 

a r e g i s t r a t i o n  o fficial to refuse to regi st er  a p e r s o n  w h o  is q u a l­

ified to vot e u n d e r  pr ov i si on s of AS 15.05.010(1) - (A).

* Sec. A. AS 15.07.160(b) is r e p e al ed  and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

(b) It is u n l a w fu l for a p e r s o n  k n o w i n g l y  lack in g the q u a l i f i c a­

tions of a v o t e r  to r e g i s t e r  u nder AS 15.07.030 to vote.

* Sec. 5. AS 15.10.180 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.10.180. A P P O I N T M E N T  OF P A R T Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  F O R  STATE 

B ALLOT COU NT IN G REVIEW. Th e d i r ec t or  shall appoint [TWO] persons f r o m  

each pol it ic al  p a r t y  to serve on teams to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the state 

b a ll ot  c ounting review. The d i r e c to r m a y  d et ermine the n u m b e r  of

teams to be a pp oi n te d b u t  each tea m m u s t  ha ve  m e m b e r s  fr om  at least

two po li t ic al  parties. E a c h  p e r s o n  w h o  is a p p o i n t e d  and serves is

e n t it le d to c o mp en sa ti o n as p r o v i d e d  in AS 15.15.380. E a c h  p ol it i c a l

pa rt y m a y  pres en t  to the director a list of three or m o r e  na me s fro m

*
w h i c h  the dir ec to r shall select the persons to r e p r es e nt  the party. 

The list of names m a y  b e  s ub mi tt ed  in w r i t i n g  at least 30 days b e f o r e  

the date of the election. The persons to re pr es en t the p a r t y  on the 

state b a ll ot  counting r e v i e w  b o a r d  m a y  be s elected b y  the state p a r t y  

central committee or in any other m a n n e r  p re sc ri b ed  b y  the b y la ws  of 

the party. The list of names shall be certified b y  the chair [ CHAIR­

MAN] of the state central committee of the p a r t y  or by the p e r s o n  

a uthorized b y  the p ar t y bylaw s  to act in the absence of the chairman.

* Sec. 6. AS 15.13.120(a) is amended to read:
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(a) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  of this chapter is guilty 

of a m i s d e m e a n o r  and, u p o n  conviction, is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  imprisonment 

for not m o r e  than one y e a r  or b y  a fine of no t m o r e  than $5,000. A  

v i o l a t i o n  includes but  is n o t  limi t ed  to any of the following acts or 

o m i s s i o n s :

(1) faili ng  to m a k e  a st at ement or report required to be 

m a d e  u n d e r  this chapter, or failing to m a k e  a statement or re port at 

the time the st a tement or r e p o r t  is r e q u i r e d  to be ma de  u n d e r  this 

chapter;

(2) m a k i n g  a c a m p a i g n  c o n t r i b u t i o n  or expenditure w h i c h

exceeds the limitations of AS 15.13.070 [AS 15.13.070(f)];

/
(3) m a k i n g  a f alse statement or r ep o rt  u n d e r  this chapter; .

(4) g i v i n g  or f u r n i s h i n g  m o n e y  to anot he r  p er so n or group

for the p u r p o s e  of m a k i n g  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  or expe nd i tu re  anonymously, 

in a fictitious name, or in the n a m e  of another, or contributing in 

v i o l a t i o n  of AS 15.13.090;

(5) m a k i n g  a c o m m u n i c a t i o n  to support or defeat a candidate 

w i t h o u t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of sponsorship, in v i o l a t i o n  of AS 15. 13.090j_ 

[ . ]

(6) k n o w i n g l y  a c c e p t i n g  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  in v i o l a t i o n  of

AS 15. '.3.07 0^_ [;]

* Sec. 7. AS 15.15.070(c) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) P u bl ic  n o t i c e  shall also be g i v e n  b y  p o s t i n g  notices in two

or m o r e  c on spicuous places in ea ch  e l e c t i o n  precinct. T he p o s t e d

n o t i c e  shall s p ec if ic al ly  incl ud e but is n ot limited to the date of 

election, [THE B O U N D A R Y  OF T H E  PRECINCT,] the location of the p o l li ng  

place, the hours b e t w e e n  w h i c h  the p o l l i n g  places w i l l  be open, the 

offices to w h i c h  candidates are to be n o m i n a t e d  or elected, and the 

subject of the p ro p os i t i o n s  a nd qu es tions w h i c h  are to be v o t e d  on.
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* Sec. 8. AS 15.15.198(a) is amended to read:

(a) If a voter's na me  does not appear on the official r e g i s t r a­

tion list in the prec in c t in w h i c h  the v o t e r  [HE] seeks to vote, the 

e lection judge shall affi rm at i ve ly  advise the voter that the v ot er  m a y  

cast a questio ne d b al lo t and the v o te r [HE] shall be allowed to v o t e  a 

q ue st io ne d ballot.

* Sec. 9. AS 15.15.440 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.15.440. DATES F OR OPEN I NG  AND CLOSING STATE B A LL O T 

COU NT IN G REVIEW. The state ballot counting r e v i e w  shall b e g i n  no 

later than 11 [EIGHT] days after the election and be continued daily 

u n t i l  completed. The director m a y  designate the hours each day during 

w h i c h  the state ballot counting r e v i e w  b o a r d  is to conduct its b al lo t 

c ounting review. The d irector shall close the r ev i ew  w h e n  the -direc­

tor [HE] is satisfied that no m i s s i n g  p recinct certificate of elec ti on  

would, if received, change the result of the election. If no e lection 

certificate has been rec ei ve d  from a precinct, the director m a y  secure 

f r o m  the election supervisors and m a y  count a certified copy of the 

duplicate election certificate of the precinct. If no e lection m a t e­

rials have be en  received, b ut election results have b e e n  r e c e i v e d  b y  

telephone, telegram or radio, the director shall count the elec t io n 

results so received. If the director has reason to b e l i e v e  that a 

m i s s i n g  p r e c in ct  certificate, if received, w o u l d  affect the result of 

the election, the director shall await the receipt of the ce rtificate 

u n t i l  the close of business on [FOUR O ' C LO CK  IN THE A F T E R NO ON  OF] the 

15th day after the date of election. A  certificate not a c t ua ll y 

d el ivered to the director b y  the close of business [FOUR O'CLOCK] on 

the 15th day after the election m a y  [SHALL] not be cou nt ed  at the 

state ballot counting review.

* Sec. 10. AS 15.20.071(c) is amended to read:
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(c) The personal r e pr esentative shall deli v er  the absentee 

b a l l o t  to the v o t e r  as soon as practicable. U p o n  rece i pt  of an a b s e n­

tee b a l lo t  through a personal representative, the v o t e r  shall p r o c e e d  

to m a r k  the b allot in secret, to place the b a l l o t  in the small e n v e­

lope, to p l a c e  the small envelope in the larger envelope, and to sign 

the voter's certificate on [THE BACK OF] the e n v el op e  in the pr es e n c e  

of the p e r s on al  representative w h o  shall w i t n e s s  and date the s i g n a­

ture of the voter. The v o t e r  m us t m a r k  the b a l l o t  and sign the v o t­

er's certific a ti on  not later than election day [SIGN A S  A T T E S T I N G  

W I T N E S S  A N D  DATE HIS SIGNATURE] . The v o t e r  shall then r e t u r n  the 

a bsentee b a l l o t  to the [HIS] personal r e p r e s e nt at iv e wh o shall deliver 

the b a l l o t  to the election official w h o  p r o v i d e d  the ballot. The 

a bsentee b a l l o t  mu st  be returned to the el ec ti on  o fficial [ W I T H I N  

THREE DAYS F R O M  THE DATE IT IS OBTAINED BUT] n ot later than 8:00 p.m. 

on elec ti o n day. [AN AB SE NT E E BALLOT T H A T  IS N OT R E T U R N E D  T O  THE 

E L E C TI ON  O F F I C I A L  B Y  THE CLOSE OF BUSINESS O N  THE TH IR D D A Y  F R O M  THE 

D A Y  IT IS OBTAINED M AY NOT BE COUNTED BUT T HE V O T E R  M A Y  V O T E  IN THE 

ELECTION.]

*  Sec. 11. AS 15.20.081(b) is amended to read:

(b) A n  ap plication for an absentee b a l l o t  by m a i l  m u s t  be

p o s t m a r k e d  not [MORE TH AN  SIX MONTHS NOR] less than U  [SEVEN] days

b e f o r e  the e l e ct io n for w h i c h  the a bsentee b a l l o t  is sought. The

absentee b a l l o t  application shall permit the p e r s o n  to r e g i s t e r  to 

vote u n d e r  AS 15.07.070 and to request an a bsentee b a l l o t  for each 

state el ection he ld  withi n that calendar y e a r  for w h i c h  the v o t e r  is 

eligible to vote.

* Sec. 12. AS 15.20.081(e) is amended to read:

(e) A n  absentee ballot m u s t  be m a r k e d  [AND ATTESTED] on or

before the date of the election. Except as p r o v i d e d  in (h) of this
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section, a [IF THE] v o t e r  w ho returns the. b a l lo t b y  m a i l  [, HE] shall 

use a m a i l  service at least equal to first class [THE M O S T  E XP E DI TI OU S 

M A I L  SERVICE] and m ai l  the ballot not later than the day of the 

el ec ti on  to the election supervisor for the [IN HIS] election d istrict 

in w h i c h  the voter seeks to vote. The b a llot m a y  n o t  be count ed  

unle ss  it is received b y  the close of business on the 10th day after 

the e l e c t i o n . If the ballo t is postmarked, it m u s t  b e  p o s t m a r k e d  on 

or b ef or e election day. A f t e r  the day of the election, no b a ll ot s  

shall be a ccepted unless r eceived by mail.

* Sec. 13. AS 15.20.081 is amended b y  adding a n e w  sxibsection to read:

(h) A n  absentee b a ll ot  returned by mai l from outside the U n i t e d  

States or f ro m a m i l i t a r y  APO or FPO address that has b e e n  m a r k e d  and 

m a i l e d  not later than election day m a y  n ot be c o un te d u nl es s the 

b a l lo t is received by the election supervisor not later than the close 

of bus in e ss  on the 10th day following the election.

* Sec. 14. AS 15.20.201(a) is amended to read:

(a) Ho less tnan seven days [ON THE SEVENTH DAY] p r e c e d i n g  the 

day of election, the e l ection supervisor [OR HIS DESIGNEE], in the 

p r e s en ce  and w i t h  the assistance of the district absentee b a l l o t  

c ounting board, shall r e v i e w  all v oter certificates of absentee b a l­

lots r e c e i v e d  b y  that date. The revi ew  of abse nt ee  ballo ts  shall 

contimie at times designated by the election supervisor until, c o m p l e t­

ed [AND SHALL INCLUDE A L L  ABSENTEE BALLOTS REC EI V ED  IN THE O FF IC E OF 

T HE E L E C T I O N  SUPERVISOR BY 4:00 P.M. ON THE SEVENTH D A Y  F O L L O W I N G  THE 

D A Y  OF THE ELECTION].

* Sec. 15. AS 15.20.201(c) is amended to read:

(c) On the 10th [EIGHTH] day following the day of the election, 

the district absentee ballo t counting board shall cert if y the a bsentee 

b a ll ot  review.
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attest the vot er 's  c e rt i fi ca te  fail to exe c ut e the certificate;

(3) [THE V O T E R  FAILS TO E N C L O S E  T H E  M A R K E D  B A L L O T  INSIDE 

THE SMALL ENVELOPE;

(4)] the b a l l o t  is not a t t es te d on or b e f o r e  the date of 

the election; [OR]

(4) [(5)] the ballot, if postmarked, is not p o s t m a r k e d  on 

or b ef or e the date of the election; or [.]

a means o ther than mail.

* Sec. 17. AS 15.20.203(g) is amen de d to read:

(g) U p o n  c om p le ti on  of the absentee b a l l o t  review, the el ec ti on  

supervisor shall p r e p a r e  an ele ct i on  c e rt if i c a t e  for e x e c ut io n b y  the 

d i strict abs en te e b a l l o t  co un ti n g b o a r d  and shall f o rw ar d the ori gi na l 

c e rtificate a n d  o t h e r  retu rn s to the d ir ec t o r  n o  later than the 11 th 

[NINTH] day f o l l o w i n g  the election.

*  Sec. 18. AS 15.20.205(c) is amended to read:

(c) T he dis tr ic t q u e s t i o n e d  ball ot  cou nt i ng  b o a r d  shall cer ti fy  

the q u e s t i o n e d  b a l l o t  totals as soon as the count is c o m p l et ed  b ut no

later than the 10th [EIGHTH] day following the election,

*  Sec. 19. AS 15.20.207(b) is amended to read:

(b) A  q u e s t i o n e d  b a l l o t  m a y  not b e  c o un t ed  if

(1) the v o t e r  has failed to p r o p e r l y  execute the certifi-

(5) a ft e r the day of election, the b a l l o t  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  b y

catc; or

(2) an off ic ia l  or the w i t n e s s e s  au th o r i z e d  b y  law to
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attest the voter's c ertificate fail to execute the c er t i f i c a t e  [; O R

SMALL ENVELOPE].

*  Sec. 20. AS 15.20.440(a) is amend ed  to read:

(a) T he a pp li c a t i o n  shall state in substance the b a si s of the 

b e li ef  that a m i s ta ke  has b e e n  made, the p ar ti c u l a r  e l e c ti on  p r e ci n ct  

or el ection district for w h i c h  the r e c o u n t  is to be held, the p a r t i c u­

lar office, proposition, or q u e s t i o n  for w h i c h  the r e c o u n t  is to be 

held, and that the p e r s o n  m a k i n g  the a p p l i c a t i o n  is a c a n d i d a t e  or 

that the 10 persons m a k i n g  the a p p l i c a t i o n  are q ua lified voters. The 

candidate or persons m a k i n g  the a p p l i c a t i o n  shall de s ig na te  b y  full 

na m e and m a i l i n g  address two persons w h o  shall represent the a p p l i c a n t  

and be pres e nt  and assist d uring the recount. A n y  p e r s o n  m a y  b e  n a m e d  

representative, including the ca n didate [HIMSELF] or any p e r s o n  s i g n­

ing the a pp li c a t i o n  [, A N D  T H E  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  SHALL BE P A I D  IN THE 

SAME A M O U N T  A N D  M A N N E R  AS E L E C T I O N  JUDGES]. Appli ca ti on s b y  10 q u a l­

ified voters shall also include the d e s i g n a t i o n  of one of the n u m b e r  

as chair [CHAIRMAN]. The c an d idate or persons m a k i n g  the a p p l i c a t i o n  

shall sign the a pp li ca t io n and shall p r in t  or type their full n a m e  and 

m a i l i n g  address.

*  Sec. 21. AS 15.20.450 is a m en d ed  to read:

Sec. 15.20.450. R E Q U I R E M E N T  OF DEPOSIT. The a p p l i c a t i o n  shall

include a deposit in cash, by c e r t i fi e d check, or by b o n d  w i t h  a 

surety app ro ve d by the director. The am ount of the d e po si t is $300 

[$50] for each precinct, $750 [$250] for each e lection district, and 

$10,000 [$2,000] for the entire state. If [HOWEVER, IF] the r e co u nt  

includes an office for w h i c h  candidates r e c e i v e d  a tie vote, or the 

d ifference b e t w e e n  the n u m b e r  of votes cast was 2_0 [10] or less or was

less than .5 per ce nt  of the total n u m b e r  of votes cast for the two

(3) THE V O T E R  D ID N O T  E N C L O S E  THE M AR K ED  B A L L O T  INSIDE THE
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candidates for the contested office, or a qu estion or p ro po s i t i o n  for 

w h i c h  there was a tie vote on the issue, or the difference b e t w e e n  the 

n u m b e r  of votes cast in favor of or oppo se d to the issue w as 20^ [10] 

or less or w a s  less than .5 p e rc en t of the total votes cast in favor 

of or opp os ed  to the issue, the a p p l i c a t i o n  n e e d  not include a deposit 

and the state shall b ea r the cost of the recount. If, on the recount, 

a candidate other than the ca ndidate w h o  r eceived the original e l e c­

tion certif ic a te  is d e clared elected, or if the vote on reco un t  is 

d et er mi ne d to be four percent or m o r e  in excess of the v o t e  re po rt e d 

b y  the state r e v i e w  for the can di da te  a p p ly in g  for the recount or in 

favor or opposed to the qu es t i o n  or p r o p o s i t i o n  as stated in the 

application, the entire deposit shall b e  refunded. If the entire 

deposit is n ot refunded, the d i rector shall r e f u n d  any m o n e y  re ma in i ng  

after the cost of the recount has b e e n  pa id  f r o m  the deposit.

* Sec 22. AS 15.20.480 is amend ed  to read:

Sec. 15.20.480. P R O C E DU R E F O R  RECOUNT. In conduc ti ng  the r e­

count, the director [OR HIS A P P O I N T E D  R EPRESENTATIVE] shall revifew all 

ballots w h e t h e r  the ballots w e r e  coun t ed  at the precinct or b y  c o m p u t­

er or b y  the district absentee co unting b o a r d  or the q ue st i o n e d  b allot 

counting b o a r d  to determine w h i c h  b a l l o t s , or part of b a l l o t s , w e r e  

p r o pe rl y m a r k e d  an d w h i c h  bal lo ts  are to be counted in the recount, 

and shall c heck the accu ra cy  of the o r i gi n al  count, the pre ci nc t 

c ertificate a n d  the review. The di re c t o r  shall check the n u m b e r  of 

ball ot s and q ue s ti o n e d  ballots cast in a pre ci n ct  against the r e g i s­

ters and shall check absentee ball ot s v o t e d  against abse nt ee  ball o ts  

distributed. [THE D IR E C T O R  S HALL C O UN T A B S E N T E E  BALLOTS RE CE IV E D A F­

TER 4:00 P.M. ON T H E  15TH D A Y  F O L L O W I N G  TH E  EL EC TI ON  A N D  BEFO RE  T HE 

C OM PL ET IO N OF THE RECOUNT.] For a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  purposes, the director 

m a y  j oi n a nd include two or mo re  a p p li ca ti o ns  in a single r e v i e w  and
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count of votes. The rules in AS 15.15.360 g o v e r ni ng  the c ounting of 

h a n d - m a r k e d  bal l ot s and the rules in AS 15.20.730 go ve rning the c o u n t­

ing of p u n c h - c a r d  ballots shall b e  f o l l o w e d  in the recount. The

ballots and other e lection m a t e r i a l  shall r em ai n in the custody of the 

dir ec to r durin g  the recou nt  and the h i g h e s t  degree of care shall be 

e x e r c i s e d  to prot e ct  the ball ot s  a g a i ns t a lt er a t i o n  or mutilation. 

The recou n t shall be c om pleted w i t h i n  10 days. The dir ec to r m a y

employ ad di ti o n a l  p er sonnel n e c e s s a r y  to assist in the recount.

* Sec. 23. AS 15.20 is amended b y  addin g a n e w  section to article 5 to 

read:

Sec. 15.20.580. S U P ER VI SI ON  OF P U N C H - C A R D  VOTING. In accordance 

w i t h  AS 15.15.010, the d irector shall supervise p u n c h - c a r d  vo ting 

p ro ce du re s  and the counting of p u n c h - c a r d  ballots.

* Sec. 24. AS 15.20.620(d) is r e p e a l e d  and r e e n a c t e d  to read:

(d) D u r i n g  the tabula ti on  b y  c o m pu te r at m a i n  computer counting
f

sites, a m a n u a l  count shall b e  m a d e  of a s ta tistical sample of ballots 

for all races in at least one p r e c i n c t  p i c k e d  at r a n d o m  for each

e l e ct io n district counted at the site, u n d e r  regulations adopted b y  

the director. The d irector shall check the results of the m an ua l 

count again st  those of the system.

* Sec. 25. AS 15.20 is amen de d b y  adding a n e w  section to read:

ARTI CL E 6. V O T I N G  BY MAIL.

Sec. 15.20.750. V O TI NG  BY MAIL. (a) T he dir ec to r m a y  conduct 

an e l e c t i o n  b y  ma i l if it is h e l d  at a time other than w h e n  the g e n­

eral, pa rt y primary, or m u n i c i p a l  e le c t i o n  is held.

(b) If the director conducts an ele ct io n u n d e r  (a) of this

sect io n b y  mail, the di re ct or  shall send a b al lo t for each election 

de sc ribed in (a) of this section to each p e r so n w h o s e  name appears on

the of fi ci al  r e g is tr at io n  list p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  AS 15.07.125 for that
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election. T h e  b a l l o t  shall be sent to the address stated on the 

official r e g i s t r a t i o n  list unless the v o t e r  has n o t i f i e d  the director 

or an e l e ct io n supervisor of a different address to w h i c h  the b a llot 

should b e  sent. The director shall send ball ot s b y  first class, 

n o n f o r w a r d a b l e  mail.

(c) If the d irector conducts an election u n d e r  (a) of this 

section b y  mail, the dir ec to r shall m a i l  ballots u nd er  this section on 

on or b e f o r e  the 22nd day be fore the election.

(d) The v o t e r  m a y  cast the b al lo t u n d e r  AS 15.20.081(d) - (e).

(e) The di re ct or  shall r e v i e w  ballots v o t e d  u n d e r  this section

u nd er  pr oc ed ur e s esta bl is he d for the r e v i e w  of absentee ballots u nd e r

AS 15.20.201 a nd 15.20.203.

* Sec. 26. AS 15.25 is amended b y  adding n e w  sections to read:

Sec. 15.25.042. E LI GI B I L I T Y  OF A  CANDIDATE. (a) If the d i r e c­

tor receives a co m plaint r eg arding the el ig i b i l i t y  of a candidate for 

a p a r t i c u l a r  office, the director shall determine e li gibility u n de r 

r e gu la ti on s  a d op te d by the director. The director shall determine the 

el ig ib i l i t y  of the candidate w i t h i n  30 days of the receipt of the 

complaint.

(b) Except as p r o v id ed  in (c) of this section, the dir e ct or  

shall de te rmine the eligi bi li ty  of the candidate b y  a p r e p on d er an ce  of 

the evidence.

(c) If a c an didate for the l egislature has be en  registe re d to

vote at any time d uring the 12 mo nths p r e c e d i n g  the filing of the

de cl ar a t i o n  of c an di da cy  in a district o ther than the di strict in 

w h i c h  the d e c la ra ti on  of candidacy has b e e n  filed, the d irector m a y  

not determine that a candidate is eligible except u n d er  a standard of 

clear and convi nc in g evidence.
s

(d) A  p er so n m a y  not be a resident of two districts at the same
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Sec. 15.25.043. D E T E R M I N A T I O N  OF R E S I D E NC Y OF A  CANDIDATE. In 

dete rm in in g the r e s i d e n c e  w i t h i n  an e l e ct io n district of a qualified 

v o t e r  for the pu rp os es  of compliance w i t h  art. II, sec. 2 of the

A la sk a Constitution, the dire ct o r shall a pply the rules estab li sh ed  in

AS 15.05.020 together w i t h  the following rules:

(1) a p e r s o n  establishes re si de nc e  w i t h i n  an election

district

(A) b y  actual physical pr e se n c e  at a specific location

w i t h i n  the district; and

(B) b y  m a i n t a i n i n g  a h a b i t a t i o n  at the specific

location;

(2) a p e r s o n  m a y  m a i n t a i n  a place of residence at a s p e c i f­

ic location w i t h i n  a di strict w h i l e  awa y f r o m  the location for p u r­

poses of employment, education, m i l i t a r y  service, or vac at io n if the 

pe rson does n o t  e s t a b l i s h  re si d en cy  at anot h er  location; and

(3) a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  loses r es idence b y  v o t i n g  in another 

ele c ti on  district or in a n ot h er  state's elections.

*  Sec. 27. AS 15.25.050(a) is amended to read:

(a) At the time the decla r at io n is filed, each candidate shall 

pay a n o n r e f u n d a b l e  fi ling fee to the director. The filing fee for 

candidates for office of governor, lieutenant governor, U nited States 

senator, and U n i t e d  States r e p r e se nt at i ve  is $100. The filing fee for 

candidates for o ffice of state senator and state represe nt at iv e  is 

$30. [SUBJECT TO L E G I S L A T I V E  APPROPRIATION, THE D I R EC TO R SHALL PA Y 

THE F I L I N G  F E E  C O L L E CT ED  F R O M  A  CANDIDATE U N D E R  THIS SECTION TO THE 

CENTRAL CO M MI TT EE  OF THE P O L I T IC AL  PARTY OF T H A T  CANDIDATE.]

* Sec. 28. AS 15.25.160 is amend ed  to read:

Sec. 15.25.160. R E Q U I R E D  N U M B E R  OF SIGNATURES F OR STATEWIDE



OFFICE. Petitions for the n o m i n a t i o n  of candidates for the office of 

governor, lieutenant governor, U n i t e d  States senator and U n i t e d  States 

re pr es en ta ti v e shall be s i gned b y  q u a l i f i e d  voters of the state equal 

in n u m b e r  to at least one [THREE] p e r c e n t  of the n um be r  of voter s w h o  

cast ballots [VOTES CAST] in the p r e c e d i n g  general election. C a n d i­

dates for the office of g o v er no r  an d  l i eu te n a n t  gov er n or  shall file 

jointly.

* Sec. 29. AS 15.25.170 is a m e nd e d to read:

Sec. 15.25.170. R E Q U I R E D  N U M B E R  OF SIGNATURES F O R  D I S T R I C T - W I D E  

OFFICE. Petitions f or the n o m i n a t i o n  of candidates for the office of 

state senator or state r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  shall be signed b y  q u a l i f i e d  

voters of the ele ct i on  or s e nate d i s t ri ct  in w h i c h  the p r o p os ed  n o m i­

nee desires to be a can di da te  equal in n u m b e r  to at least one [THREE] 

percent of the n u m b e r  of vote rs  w h o  cast ball ot s  [VOTES CAST] in the 

p r o po se d no mi nee's [HIS] r e s p e c t i v e  e l e c ti on  or senate district in the 

p re ce d i n g  general election_. A  [, P R O V I D E D  TH AT  NO] n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i­

tion [NEED CONTA IN  M O R E  T HA N 200 S IG NA T U R E S  NOR] m a y  no t [IT] contain 

less than 50 signatures for a n y  district.

* Sec. 30. AS 15.30.025(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A  limited p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  m a y  be or ga nized for the p u r p o se

of selecting candidates for el ectors of P r e s id e nt  and Vi ce  P r e s i d en t 

of the U n i t e d  States b y  filing [A PETITION] w i t h  the director at least 

90 days b e f o r e  a p r e s i d e n t i a l  gene ra l  el e ct i o n  a p e t i t i o n  signed b y  

q ua li fi ed  voters of the [THIS] state e q u a l in g in n u m b e r  at least one 

[THREE] percent of the n u m b e r  of v oters w h o  cast bal lo ts  [ALASKA'S 

T O T A L  VOTE] for Pr es i d e n t  at the last pr e si d e n t i a l  election. The 

p e t it io n shall state that the signers intend to organize a limited

political party, that they intend to select candidates for electors of

P re sident and V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  States at the n e x t
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s ucceeding p r es id e n t i a l  election, and the na me  of the limi t ed  p o l i t i­

cal party.

* Sec. 31. A S  15.30.025(c) is a m en de d to read:

(c) A  limited p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o r g a n i z e d  u nd er  this section

ceases [SHALL CEASE] to be a l i m i t ed  po li ti ca l  p a r t y  if [WHENEVER] its 

p r e s i d e n t i a l  candidate fails to r e c e i v e  at least three [10] perce n t of 

the n u m b e r  of voters w h o  cast b a ll o ts  [TOTAL A L A S KA N  VO TE  CAST] for 

the office of P r e s i de n t at a p r e s i d e n t i a l  election.

*  Sec. 32. AS 15.35.040 is a m e n de d  to read:

Sec. 15.35.040. F I L I N G  D E C L A R A T I O N  BY SUPREME C OURT JUSTICE.

Each j u s t i c e  seeking r e t e n t i o n  in office shall file w i t h  the director 

a d e cl ar at io n of c an didacy for r e t e n t i o n  n o  later than A u gu st  1 befor e

[NOT LESS T H A N  90 DA YS  B E F O R E  THE DAT E OF] the general e lection at

w h i c h  a pproval or r e j e c t i o n  is requisite.

* Sec. 33. AS 15.35.055 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 15.35.055. F I L I N G  D E C L A R A T I O N  BY J U D G E  OF THE COU. T OF

APPEALS. E a c h  judge of the court of appeals seeking r e t e n ti on  in

office shall file w i t h  the d i r ec t or  a d e cl ar a ti on  of ca nd idacy for 

r et en t i o n  n o  later than A u g u s t  1 b e f o r e  [NOT LESS THA N  90 DAYS BEFORE 

T HE DA TE  OF] the gene ra l e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  ap proval or rejection, is 

requisite.

*  Sec. 34. AS 15.35.070 is a m e n de d to read:

Sec. 15.35.070. F I L I N G  D E C L A R A T I O N  BY SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE.

Each ju d ge  seeking r e t e n ti on  in office shall file w i t h  the dire ct o r a 

d e c l a r a t i o n  of candidacv for r e t e n t i o n  no later than A u gu st  1 b e f or e 

[NOT LESS T H A N  90 DAYS BEFORE THE DAT E FIXED FOR] the general election 

at w h i c h  a p proval or r e j e c t i o n  is requisite.

* Sec. 35. AS 15.35.110 is a m e nd ed  to read:

Sec. 15.35.110. F I L I N G  D E C L A R A T I O N  BY D I S T RI CT  JUDGE. Each
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dis tr ic t judge seeking r e t e nt io n in office shall file w i t h  the d i r e c­

tor a de claration of c an di da cy  for r e t e n t i o n  no later than A u g u s t  1 

b e f o r e  [NOT LESS T H A N  90 DA YS  B E FO RE  THE D A T E  FIXED FOR] the general 

e l e c t i o n  at w h i c h  a pproval or r e j e c t i o n  is requisite.

Sec. 36. AS 15.A O . 100 is a m e n d e d  to reads

Sec. 15.40.100. R E Q U I R E M E N T S  OF P E T I T I O N  F O R  N O - P A R T Y  C A N D I­

DATES. Petitions for the n o m i n a t i o n  of candidates not re pr es e n t i n g  a 

p o l i t i c a l  party shall be signed b y  q ua l if ie d v oters of the state equal 

in n u m b e r  to at least one [THREE] p e rc en t of the n u m b e r  of voters w h o  

cast ball ot s [NUMBERS OF V OT E S CAST] in the p r e c e d i n g  general e l e c­

tion, and shall state in s ub s tance that w h i c h  is r e q u i r e d  in p et itions 

for n o m i n a t i o n  for general e le ctions p r o v i d e d  in AS 15.25.180.

Sec. 37. AS 15.40.190 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 15.40.190. R E Q U I R E M E N T S  OF P E T I T I O N  F O R  [OF] N O - P A R T Y

CANDIDATES. Petitions for the n o m i n a t i o n  of candidates n o t  r e p r e s e n t­

ing a po li ti ca l pa r ty  shall b e  signed b y  q u a l i f i e d  vote rs  of the state

equal in n u mb er  to at least one [THREE] p e r c e n t  of the n u m b e r  of

v o te rs  w ho cast ballots [VOTES CAST] in the p r e c e d i n g  general ele ct io n

a n d  shall state in sub st an c e that w h i c h  is r e q u i r e d  for n o m i n a t i o n  

p et it io ns  b y  AS 15.25.180.

Sec. 38. AS 15.40.280 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 15.40.280. R E Q U I R E M E N T S  OF P E T I T I O N  F O R  [OF] N O - P A R T Y

C ANDIDATES. Petitions for the n o m i n a t i o n  of candidates n o t  r e p r e s e n t­

ing a po litical p ar ty  shall b e  signed b y  q u a l i f i e d  v o te rs  of the state 

equal in n u m b e r  to at least one [THREE] p e r c e n t  of the n u m b e r  of

v ot er s wh o cast ballo ts  [VOTES CAST] in the p r e c e d i n g  general e l e c­

tion, shall include no minees for the office of g o v e rn or  and lieutenant 

g overnor, and shall state in substance that w h i c h  is re qu ir ed  for 

n o m i n a t i o n  petitions b y  AS 15.25.180.
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* Sec. 39. AS 15.40.440 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.40.440. REQU IR EM EN TS  OF P E T I T I O N  F O R  N O - P A R T Y  C A N D I­

DATES. Petitions for the n o m i n a t i o n  of candidates not r e p r e s e n t i n g  a 

p ol itical pa r ty  shall b e  signed b y  qu a lified voters equal in n u m b e r  to 

at least one [THREE] perc e nt  of the n u m b e r  of voters who  cast b a l lo ts  

[VOTES CAST] in the p r o p o s e d  n o m i ne e' s [HIS] respective e l e ct io n or

senate district in the p r e c e di ng  general election_. '_k [, P R O V ID ED  TH AT

NO] no mi n a t i n g  pet it io n [NEED C O NT AI N M O R E  T H A N  200 SIGNATURES NOR] 

m a y  n ot [IT] contain less than 50 signatures for an y district, and 

shall state in substance that w h i c h  is r e q u i r e d  in p et itions for 

n o m i n a t i o n  for general elections p r o v i d e d  in AS 15.25.180.

* Sec. 40. AS 15.58.010 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.58.010. E L E C T I O N  PAMPHLET. Befo re  each stata general 

election, the lieutenant governor shall prepare, p u bl is h ar d m a i l  at 

least one [AN] election p am ph l e t  to each ho us e h o l d  i d e nt if ie d from the 

official re gi stration list [EVERY RE GI ST E R E D  VOTER]. The  p a m p h l e t  

shall be p r e pa r ed  on a regional basis as d et er m i n e d  by the l ieutenant 

governor.

* Sec. 41. AS 15.58.030(a) is amended to read:
/

(a) No later than Ju ly  15 of a p re si d e n t i a l  el ec ti on  y e a r  [75 

DAYS BEFORE THE STATE GENE RA L E L E C T I O N ] , candidates for the offices of 

the U n i te d States P re sident and V ic e- P r e s i d e n t  m a y  file w i t h  the

lieutenant g overnor photographs and statements advoc at in g their c a n d i­

dacy.

*  Sec, 42. AS 15.58.030(b) is amended to read:

(b) No later than July 15 of a vear in w h i c h  a [75 DAYS BE FORE 

THE] state general election wil l be h e l d , a candidate for the offic e

of U n it ed  States senator, Un ited States representative, governor,

lieutenant governor, [JUSTICE OR JUDGE,] state senator, or state
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r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m a y  file w i t h  the l ieutenant g overnor a p h o t o g r a p h  and 

a st at em en t  ad vo ca t i n g  the [HIS] candidacy.

* Sec. A3. AS 15.58.030 is amended by a d d i n g  a n e w  subsection to read:

(g) No later than August 7 of the yea r  in w h i c h  the state g e n e r­

al e l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  held, a p er so n  see k in g ret en ti o n in office as a 

j u s ti ce  or j u d g e  m a y  file w i t h  the lieute na nt  g overnor a p ho to gr ap h 

and a st a tement a d v o c a t i n g  the candidacy.

*  Sec. AA. AS 1 5 .5 8 .0A0(a) is amended to read:

(a) No later than Ju l y 15 of a y e a r  in w h i c h  a [75 DAYS BEFORE 

THE] state gener al  e l e c ti on  wil l be h e l d , a p ol itical p ar ty  m a y  file 

w i t h  the lieute na nt  gov e rn or  a m a x i m u m  of two pages of material.

* Sec. A5. AS 15.58.050 is amended to read:

Sec. 15.58.050. INFORMATION AND R E C O M M EN D AT IO NS  ON JUD IC IA L  

OFFICERS. No l ater than August 7 of the y e a r  in w h i c h  [75 DAYS B E­

FORE] the state gen er al  election w i l l  b e  h e l d , the j udicial council 

shall file w i t h  the lieutenant gov er no r a statement including i n f o r m a­

tion about each supreme court justice, court of appeals judge, s u p e r i­

or court judge, and district court j u d g e  w h o  w i l l  be subject to a 

r e t e n t i o n  election. T he statement shall reflect the evalua ti o n of 

each j u s t i c e  or j u d g e  co nd ucted b y  the jud ic ia l council acc o rd in g to 

law. A  st a tement m a y  n o t  exceed 600 words.

*  Sec. A6. AS 15.60.010(20) is amended to read:

[ORCANIZED] vote rs  that [WHICH] re p re se nt s a po li tical p r o g r a m  and 

that [WHICH] n o m i n a t e d  a candidate for g o v e rn or  w h o  re c ei ve d at least 

three [10] p e rc en t  of the total votes [VOTE] cast at the p r e c e di n g 

g e n e r a l  election for governor;

*  Sec. A7. AS A3.23.015 is amended by addi ng  a n e w  subsection to read:

(i) The co mm is s i o n e r  shall desig n the application form pre pa re d

(20) "polit ic al  party" m e a n s  an  organized [A] group of
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in confor mi t y w i t h  (b) of this section so that an individual a p p l y i n g  

for a p e r m an en t fund d i v i de n d m a y  r e g i s t e r  to vote, u p d a te  an e xi st i n g  

v o t e r  registration, and r e q u es t the c a n ce ll a ti on  of a v o t e r  r e g i s t r a­

tion in a n o t h e r  state. T h e  c om mi s s i o n e r  shall p r o m p t l y  p r o v i d e  the 

d ir ec t o r  of elections w i t h  the i nf or m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  u n d e r  this s u b­

section. The com mi ss io n er  m a y  n ot u s e  information obt ai n ed  u n d e r  this 

subsec ti on  for any p u r po se  except to assist a re s id en t of the state to 

complete or u p da te  v o t e r  registration.

* Sec. 48. AS 15.13.070(f) and ( g ) ; AS 15.20.201(d), 15.20.220(b); and

A S  15.25.180(10) are repealed.

*  Sec. 49. Sections 1 - 24, 26 - 31, 36 - 42, 44 and 46 - 48 of this

A c t  take effect immed ia te ly  in ac co rd a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.10.070(c).

* Sec. 50. Sections 25, 32 - 35, 43 and 45 of this A c t  take effect

J a n u a r y  1, 1987.
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