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TO: Senate Resources Committee Members

FROM: Senate Resources Committee S ta f f ]

RE: CS fo r House B i l l  170 (F inance)
"An Ac t r e la t in g  to land su rveys ; and p ro v id in g  fo r an 
e f fe c t iv e  d a te ."

Th is 1 a tio n  dea ls w ith  the a b i l i t y  o f su rveyo rs to en te r on land
fo r su; purposes and a requ irem en t fo r su rveyo rs to reco rd survey and
monumen eco rds.

In  the house th is  b i l l  passed the ju d ic ia r y  committee w ith  6 "Do Pass" 
recommendation and the Finance Committee w ith  9 "Do Pass" and 1 "No Rec" 
vo te s . The B i l l  passed the t o t a l house by a vo te o f 38 to 2.

P a tr ic k  Ka len , o f Kalen and A sso c ia te s , w i l l  be a t the committee meeting 
to  e xp la in the b i l l  and answer q ue s tio n s . The b i l l  is  supported by DNR 
and has a zero f is c a l n o te . A le t t e r  from the Department o f I n t e r io r , 
Bureau o f Land Management, su p po rtin g the b i l l ,  is  in  th is  packe t.

I t  is  my unders tand ing th a t Cook I n le t Regiona l Coopera tion had concerns 
about the r ig h t to e n te r land fo r su rve y in g , bu t th a t the m a jo r ity  o f 
those concerns are addressed in  the Finance CS.

A lso in c luded in  th is  packe t is  a s e c t io n a l o f the o r ig in a l b i l l  by 
le g a l se rv ic e s , in fo rm a tio n  on the fin a n ce CS, a le t t e r  from C IR I, a 
le t t e r  from the Su rveyo rs ' a s s o c ia t io n , a zero f is c a l no te , and a copy o f 
the b i l l  h is to r y .



Revision Date:

STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
____________.FISCAL NOTE________ ,___

RECUEST xFTSCAL DETAIL , , „ . . _
Bi i 1/Resolution Nofi 1 7 1 ̂  jAgency Affected: Natura~ Resource3 
Tit1e:An act relating to land Program Category Affected:
__________ surveys_____________________________________
Sponsor: Koponen, Bund, Navarre BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected: 
RgSJUSSZSffiJehling, Jenkins, Rings tad , Information/Records Management
Date of Request: & Pearce '

"'"ENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
1 FV 8b FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90
j "RATINGr  1 >uNAL StrtVlCtS
r  .AVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 SUPPLIES
500 EQUIPMENT
S00 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS 1300 MISCELLANEOUS I
TOTAL OPERATING n 0 n 0 0 0

Capital i o  i o i c  i u i u | u

j REVENUE I u__ry._l  u r I u. n i u^n I a l n T

FUNDING: (Thousands of Doll a r s )
jti'itrtAL ruNU
rEDERAL FUNDS
3THER
TOTAL

0 0 I C t u v 'j
1 1
1
1 1

POSITIONS:■OUU- 1 liv.t 0 0 1 0 1 u u u
3ART-TIME ! 1TEMPORARY 1 1
ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary

It is assumed that approximately SCO documents at $8.00 each 
would be recorded each year under this proposed Bill.

Prepared 8y: Joseoh C. Burch.xy Phone: 786-2*400
Division:_____ Technical Services_____________ Date: -/ 30

Approved by Commissioner: ft  Date:_
Agency: natural Resour^ es___________

Distribution (by Aaency oreoarina fiscal



HB 1 70  M E A S U R E  H I S T O R Y  P A G E  01 OF 02
CS'i.'B 170 FI N

AN A C T  R E L A T I N G  TO L A N D  SU RV EY S ; A N D  P R O V I D I N G  FO R AM E F F E C T I V E  DATE,

PRIME SPONSOR: KOPONEN
CO SPONSORS : SUNI), NAVARRE, UEHLING , J E N K IN S , RINGSTAD, PEARCE

CURRENT STATUS: TRANSMITTED TO <S>

DATE PAGE ACTION
0 2 / 0 4 / 8 5 < H) 2 8 2 READ THE FIR S T TIME
0 2 / 1 5 / 0 3 < H) 3 5 9 LA C  RPT 6DP
0 2 / 1 5 / 8 5 i H) 3 5 9 FISCAL NOTE W/LSC RPT S U P . NO18
0 2 / 1 5 / 8 3 (H) 3 5 9 FIN REFERRAL ADDED
0 3 / 0 8 / 8 5 C B ) 5 3 9 JUD RPT W/CS 6 DP
0 4 / 3 0 / 8 5 v' H) 1181 FIN  RPT W/CS, NEW TITLE 9DP 1 NR
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 5 < H j RLS TO CALENDAR 5 / 8 / 8 5
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 5 c H) READ THE SECOND TIME
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 3 ( H) CSHB 1 7 0 ( F I N ) AD0 PTED UNAN C0 NSENT
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 5 < H) AM NO 1 FAILED V I 0 N28 .i2

HB 170 M E A S U R E  H I S T O R Y  P A G E  02 OF 02

D A  \E PAG E ;<0N
0 5 / 0 3 / 8 5 < H ) AM NO  2 , ILED Y1 6 N24
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 5 (H ) A D V A N C E D  TO T H I R D  R E A D I N G  U N A N  C O N S E N T
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 5 < H ) R E A D  THE T H I R D  TIME
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 5 < H ) P A S S E D  Y38 N2
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 5 (H ) E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  S A M E  AS P A S S A G E
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 5 ( H ) C L O C K S I N  N O T I C E  OF R E G G N S I D E R A T I O N
0 5 / 0 8 / 0 5 < H ) R E C O N S I D E R A T I O N  T A K E N  UP U N A N  C O N S E N T
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 5 (H ) P A S S E D  ON R E C O N S I D E R A T I O N  Y 3 8  N2
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 5 •: H ) E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  S A M E  AS P A S S A G E
0 3 / 0 8 / 8 5 (H ) T R A N S M I T T E D  TO (S )



United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

A laska S ta te O ff ic e  
701 C S tre e t, Box 13 

Anchorage, A laska 99513

JAN 1 8 1985

Honorable A r l is s  S tu rgu lew sk i 
A laska S ta te Senate 
Pouch V
Room 508, S ta te C a p ito l B u ild in g  
Juneau, A laska 99811

Dear Ms. S tu rg u lew sk i:

T h is le t t e r  re fe rences and suppo rts the le g is la t io n  be ing proposed by the 
A laska Soc ie ty o f P ro fe s s io n a l Land Surveyors (ASPLS) conce rn ing R ig h t o f 
E n try , R eco rda tion , and Ammendments to T i t l e  38 o f the A laska S ta tu te s .

The Bureau o f Land Management (BLM) f u l l y  recogn izes the need fo r  the 
enactments o f th is  le g is la t io n  to fu r th e r the o rd e r ly  conduct o f su rve y ing and 
mapping a c t iv i t i e s  in  A la ska . S ig n if ic a n t problems a re a lre a d y c o n fro n t in g  
the c i t iz e n s  and the Fede ra l and S ta te governments in  the e s ta b lis hm en t, 
a dm in is tra t io n , and management o f p ro p e r ty boundaries and th e i r  assoc ia te d 
re co rd s .

The ju s t i f i c a t i o n  which has been w r i t te n  in  suppo rt o f th is  proposed 
le g is la t io n  p rov ides a c le a r p ic tu re  o f the needs bu t cou ld have been expanded 
to convey the impact oi. the programs a ffe c te d  in  the S ta te . The BLM a lone has 
a le g is la te d  workload which w i l l  re q u ire  over a h a l f b i l l i o n  d o l la r s  o f 
su rvey ing and mapping a c t iv i t i e s  to id e n t i f y  lands fo r pa ten t to the S ta te , 
N a tive co rp o ra tio n s and p r iv a te  c la im an ts . W ithou t th is  le g is la t io n  the 
enactment o f th is  work w i l l  be fra u g h t w ith  g re a t wastes o f human e f f o r t s  and 
d o lla r s  due to the la c k o f re q u ire d reco rds keep ing , h ig h e r cos ts to perfo rm  
surveys and an in e v i ta b le  in c rea se in  boundary le g is la t io n .

Your s o l id  support o f the enactment o f the ASPLS propDsed le g is la t io n  is  
requested fo r the b e n e f i t o f a l l  A laskans and the e f f i c i e n t use o f S ta te and 
Fede ra l ta x d o l la r s .

We would be pleased to  respond to any ques tions o r comments you m igh t have 
rega rd in g th is  su b je c t.

S in c e re ly ,

F ra n c is D. E ickoush 
Deputy S ta te D ire c to r 
fo r C adas tra l Survey



Alaska Section
AMERICAN CONGRESS ON SURVEYING AND MAPPING

P .O . BOX 376 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99510

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l b e r t  A d a m s  
Chairman, H o u s e  F i n a n c e  Committee 
A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Adams:

O n  b e h a l f  of the 207 m e m b e r s  of t h e  A l a s k a  Section, A m e r i c a n  
C o n g r e s s  on S u r v e y i n g  a n d  Mapping, I u r g e  p r ompt consid e r a t i o n  b y  
y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  of H o u s e  Bill 1 7 i p e r t a i n i n g  to right of entry for 
s u r v eyors  and for t h e  r e c o r d a t i o n  of records of surveys and 
m o n u m e n t  records. A do p a s s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of the bill in the 
original form as s u b m i t t e d  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o p o n e n  and other 
sponsors is u r g e d  b y  th is p r o f e s s i o n a l  group. This l egislatio n 
is of b e n e f i t  to n o t  o n l y  t h e  s u r v e y i n g  and m a p p i n g  professions, 
b u t  t h e  p u b l i c  at larg e and is b e c o m i n g  sorely n e e d e d  as the 
scope of land u s e  a c c e l e r a t e s  in Alaska.

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e r e  has b e e n  c o nsiderab le discu s s i o n  b y  some 
m e m b e r s  of y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  r e g a r d i n g  t he p r eci se w o r d i n g  for the 
r ight to e n t r y  p o r t i o n s  of the p r o p o s e d  legislation. 'It is 
e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  to w o r d  this s e c t i o n  in such a m a n n e r  as to 
m e e t  the u n i q u e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  that  exist in the v a r ious 
g e o g r a p h i c a l  areas of Alaska, e s p e c i a l l y  as t h e y  p e r t a i n  to 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of o w n e r s h i p  and o c c u p a n c y  of lands in the general 
area w h e r e  a s u r v e y  is t o  b e  c o n d ucted and meet any notice 
r e q u i r e m e n t  w i t h o u t  s e rious impact on one p a r t y  or another. What 
w o u l d  w o r k  well u n d e r  n o t i c e  requir e m e n t s  in remote areas are 
a b s u r d  in d e v e l o p e d  cities. We, therefore, feel a formal 
a d v a n c e  n o t i c e  p r o c e d u r e  will be fo und to b e  t o t a l l y  unworkable  
in some areas or u n d e r  some conditions.
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  F e b r u a r y  21, 1985

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N i i l o  K o p o n e n

R i c h a r d  A. Bradley 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Counsel r J

You h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  a sectional analysis of the above 
described bill.

As a p r e l i m i n a r y  matter, note that a sectional analysis or 
summary o f  a b i l l  should  not be c o n s i d e r e d  an authoritative  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the bill and the b i l l  itself is the best 
statement o f  its contents. If y o u  w o u l d  like an i n t e r p r e t a­
tion of the bill as it m a y  apply to a p art icular set of c i r­
cumstances, p l e a s e  advise.

Section 1 o f  the b i l l  adds a n e w  chapter to AS 34 (Property) 
relating to l a n d  surveys.

»'
Sec. 10 states the p u r p o s e  of the chapter: (1) to auth orize 
right of e n t r y  on land for survey purpose s (cf. sec. 20) and
(2) esta >lish a m e t h o d  for p r e s e r v i n g  evidence of land surveys 
(cf. secs. 30 - 70).

Sec. 20 e s t a b l i s h e s  the right of a land surveyor and the 
employees of a s u r v e y o r  to enter on land for the purposes of 
surveying it. W h e n  on the land, the land surveyor  is r e s p o n s­
ible o n l y  for " a c t u a l  damages". I b e l i e v e  that this rule is 
intended to a l t e r  the u s u a l  rule that damages to some extent 
are p r e s u m e d  to h a v e  o c c u r r e d  in a trespass; in this s i t u a­
tion, damages w o u l d  only be availab le on the showing of 
affirmative and a c t u a l  (as o p posed to legal) damages. And 
the s e c t i o n  a u t h o r i z e s  the a t t orne y general to b r i n g  an 
action to " r e s t r a i n  and prevent an o b s t r u c t i o n  of entry" 
under (a) of the section.



In lieu of adv ance notice, w e  feel t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  that 
surveyors m a y  gain entry o n l y  for t h e  s u r v e y i n g  of legal p r o p e r t y  
b o u n d a r i e s  and n o t  for o ther d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t y p e  p r o j e c t s  will be 
suffic i e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n  to p r e v e n t  m i s u s e  of the r i g h t  to entry. 
We, therefore, s t r o n g l y  u r g e  this p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  in its 
original s u b m i tted form  b e  p a s s e d  out of y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  J'do 
pass" recommendation.

R e s p e c t f u l l y  requested,
A L A S K A  SECTION, A M E R I C A N  CONGRESS O N  

SU R V E Y I N G  A N D  M A P P I N G

0  ' & •
C.A. Herschbach, R.L.S., M. I.S 
Chair m a n

C AH:kh
cc: J o h n  R i n g s t a d

J i m  Duncan
S teve F r a n k  
J o h n e  B i n k l e y  
Pat P o r c h o u t  
Steve R i e g e r  
R i c k  U e h l i n g

R o n a l d  Larson 
M i k e  Szymanski 
Sam Cotten
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Sec. 30 r e l a t e s  to " r e cords of survey."

Sec. 30(a) p r o v i d e s  that a land s u r v e y o r  shall file a record 
of survey w i t h i n  90 days of the c o m p l e t i o n  cf a survey w h e n  
the s u rvey d i s c l o s e s  (1) " m a t e r i a l  e v i d e n c e  or p h y sical 
change" that is n ot r e f l e c t e d  on a p r e v i o u s  "plat of r ecord;"
(2) a " m a t e r i a l  d i s c r e p a n c y "  w i t h  a p r e v i o u s l y  filed "plat 
of r e c ord;" or (3) e v i d e n c e  that b y  " r e a s o n a b l e  analysis" 
night a l t e r  e x i s t i n g  r e c o r d e d  " p o s i t i o n s  of b o u n d a r i e s . "

Sec. 30(b) p r o v i d e s  that a land s u r v e y o r  shall file a m o n u m e n t  
record w h e n  the land s u r veyor " r e e s t a b l i s h e s ,  uses as a control, 
or r e s tores  a m o n u m e n t  to m a k e  it r e a d i l y  identi f i a b l e  or 
r e a s o n a b l y  durable" u nless the m o n u m e n t  and its acc essories 
are as d e s c r i b e d  in an existing  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  or a survey 
plat of record.

Sec. 30(c) p r o v i d e s  that w h e n  a c t i v i t i e s  on the land, as for 
example c onst r u c t i o n ,  w i l l  "disturb or d e s t r o y  a m o n u m e n t  or 
its acc ess o r i e s " ,  the land surveyor shall

(1) file a m o n u m e n t  b e f o r e  the m o n u m e n t  and its a c c e s s o r­
ies are d i s t u r b e d  or destroyed;

(2) r e s t o r e  or r e p l a c e  the m o n u m e n t  and its accessor ies 
af t e r  the a c t i v i t i e s  have ceased; and

(3) file a n e w  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  aft er r e s t o r i n g  or r e­
pl a c i n g  the m o n u m e n t  and its accessories.

Sec. 30(d) p r o v i d e s  that a land sur ve y o r  m a y  file a m o n umen t 
record at any time.

Sec. 30(e) p r o v i d e s  that w h e n  a land s u r v e y o r  is r e q u i r e d  to 
file a m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  by this section, the m o n u m e n t  r e cord 
shall b e  fi led w i t h i n  90 days of the " c o m p l e t i o n  of the s urvey 
or of the estab lishment, reesta b l i s h m e n t ,  or r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
of a mon ument.

Sec. 30(f) req uires a land surve yor to sign and seal a m o n u­
ment record.

Sec. A0 deals w i t h  situation s w h e n  a r e c o r d  of survey is not 
required. The s e ct ion p r o vides that a r e c o r d  of survey is 
not r e q u i r e d  for survey m a d e  by the R u r e a u  of L a n d  M a n a g e­
ment; to some extent, the result  s u g g e s t e d  here w o u l d  be
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i n e v i t a b l e  since the legislature does n o t  h a v e  the power to 
impose b u r d e n s  on a Federal agency.

The s e c t i o n  also provides that a r e c o r d  of survey is not 
r e q u i r e d  w h e n  a plat of survey e ither has b e e n  filed or w i l l  
be f i l e d  w i t h i n  18 months of the field survey.

Sec. 50 d i rec ts the commissioner of n a t u r a l  resou r c e s  to 
adopt r e g u l a t i o n s  to implement the chapter. It also directs 
the c o m m i s s i o n e r  to adopt a s t a n d a r d  f o r m  for a r e c o r d  of 
survey.

*

Sec. 60 r e l a t e s  to the duties of the d i s t r i c t  recorder.

Sec. 60(a) directs the district r e c o r d e r  to p r o v i d e  a copy 
of a m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  or a copy of the r e c o r d  of s u r v e y  to 
the m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  for the m u n i c i p a l i t y  in w h i c h  the record 
or s u r v e y  is located.

Sec. 60(b) provid es that the distr i c t  r e c o r d e r  is to k e e p  a 
p r o p e r  i n d e x  of m o n u m e n t  records and r e cords of s urvey b y  
" s u r v e y  name, tract designation, s u b d i v i s i o n  designation, or 
U n i t e d  States p u bl ic land design a t i o n . "

Sec. 70 defines terms for the chapter, i n c l uding "acces s o r y , "  
" m o n u m e n t , "  and "united States p ublic l a n d  survey m o n u m e n t . "

If I m a y  b e  of further assistance, p l e a s e  advise.

R A B : c s h  
c3/014
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T t t a s k a  S o c i e t y  o f  ^ P r o f e s s i o n a l  P a n }  S u r v e y o r s
A F F I L I A T E  O F  A M E R I C A N  C O N G R E S S  O F  S U R V E Y I N G  A N D  M A P P I N G  

M E M B E R  O F  W E S T E R N  F E D E R A T I O N  O F  P R O F E S S I O N A L  L A N D  S U R V E Y O R S

• - ' 5 ^ '

P . O .  B O X  2 1 0 6  
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5  1 0

J a n u a r y  17, 1985

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ni ilo K o p o n e n  
Al a s k a  State House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
Po u c h  V
R o o m  C110, St ate C a p i t o l  Blag.
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Koponen:

The A n c h o r a g e  C h a p t e r  of A l aska S o c i e t y  of P r o f e s s i o n a l  Land 
S u r v e y o r s  at their a nnual d i n n e r  J a n u a r y  11, gave their u n a n i m o u s  
a p p r o v a l  to the l e g i s l a t i o n  being p r o p o s e d  by the ASPLS 
L e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  c o n c e r n i n g  R i g h t  of Entry, Recordation, and 
A d m e n d m e n t s  to T i t l e  38. We b e lieve these bills to be of e x t reme 
i m p o r t a n c e  to the e f f i c i e n t  and o r d e r l y  c o n d u c t  of su rveying and 
m a p p i n g  in the State of Alaska. Many hours have g o n e  into 
p r e p a r i n g  this l e g i s l a t i o n  by our S t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  comm i t e e  and 
we r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e quest  your r e v i e w  and s u pp ort of this importan t 
l e g i s l a t i o n  in the f o r t h c o m m i n g  session.

As p r e s i d e n t  of the A n c h o r a g e  C h a p t e r  and m e m b e r  of the 
l e g i s l a t i v e  committee, I plan to be in J u n e a u  the 23rd and 24th 
of J a n u a r y  with o t h e r  m e m bers of the A l a s k a  S e c t i o n  American 
C o n g r e s s  of S u r v e y i n g  and M a p p i n g  and the A laska S o c i e t y  of 
P r i f e s s i o n a l  Land Surveyors. At this time we w ould  be pleased to 
meet with you and your staff and discuss any aspe cts of the 
p r o p o s e d  legislation.

Sincerely,

—C — .-7 ^  ---------

R o b e r t  T. Kean, P r e s i d e n t  
c /o Kean & Assoc.
6510 Homer Drive 
Anchorace, AK 99502



J U S T I F I C A T I O N  
A M E N D M E N T S  T O  A S  3 4  ( A D D I T I O N  O F  C H A P T E R  6 5 )

S e c t i o n  A u t h o r i z i n g  E n t r y  O n  L a n d  F o r  S u r v e y  P u r p o s e s

T h o u s a n d s  o f  s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i d e n t i f y ­
i n g  s e c t i o n  c o r n e r s ,  t o w n s h i p  c o r n e r s ,  v a r i o u s  p r o p e r t y  b o u n d a r i e s  
a n d  s e r v i n g  a s  g e o d e t i c  c o n t r o l  p a i n t s  i n  r e m o t e  a r e a s  w h e r e  n o  o t h e r  
s u r v e y  c o n t r o l  p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t s .  T a x p a y e r s '  d o l l a r s  w e r e  u t i l i z e d  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e s e  m o n u m e n t s ,  a s  t h e y  w e r e  i n t e n d e d  f o r  p u r p o s e s  
b e n e f i t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c .  V a r i o u s  F e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  B u r e a u  
o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t ,  C o a s t  a n d  G e o d e t i c  S u r v e y ,  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y ,
C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  a n d  A r m y  M a p p i n g  S e r v i c e  a n d ,  m o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  
v a r i o u s  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a g e n c i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e s e  m o n u m e n t s .  
U t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  e x i s t i n g  m o n u m e n t a t i o n  i s  m a n d a t o r y  i f  t h e  
s u r v e y o r s ,  m a p p e r s  a n d  p h o t o g r a m m a t r i s t s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  a r e  t o  
c o n d u c t  t h e  s u r v e y s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  p u b l i c  f o r  p r o p e r t y  b o u n d a r  
i e s ,  s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  a n d  m i n e r a l ,  o i l  a n d  
g a s  e x p l o r a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  a c c e s s  t o  t h i s  s u r v e y  
c o n t r o l  h a s  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  
c o n d u c t  t h e s e  s u r v e y s .  A c c e s s  i s  p r i m a r i l y  b y  f o o t ,  a i r  o r  w a t e r  
a n d  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  u s u a l l y  i n v o l v e s  o n l y  t h e  
t e m p o r a r y  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  a  t h e o d o l i t e ,  d i s t a n c e  m e a s u r i n g  e q u i p ­
m e n t ,  s a t e l l i t e  s u r v e y  s y s t e m ,  p h o t o  c o n t r o l  p a n e l  o r  i n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  
l e a v i n g  a  s m a l l ,  u n m a n n e d ,  b a t t e r y - p o w e r e d  t r a n s m i t t e r  o n ,  a  s m a l l  
t o w e r  o r  t r i p o d  t o  c o n t i n u o u s l y  b r o a d c a s t  s i g n a l s  f o r  o f f s h o r e  o r  
a i r b o r n e  p o s i t i o n i n g  s y s t e m s .  N o  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  m o n u m e n t  o r  
i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  i s  e n t a i l e d .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  s u r v e y s ,  s u r v e y o r s  m u s t  
o f t e n  p h y s i c a l l y  t r a v e r s e  a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  b o u n d a r i e s  o r  g a i n  
a c c e s s  t o  h i l l t o p s ,  m o u n t a i n  p e a k s  o r  s h o r e l i n e s  s o  a s  t o  g a i n  
l i n e  o f  s i g h t  o r  f o r  o t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  r e a s o n s .  A g a i n ,  t h e  
o c c u p a n c y  i s  l i m i t e d  i n  n a t u r e  a n d  n o r m a l l y  i n v o l v e s  n o  d a m a g e  
t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

W i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  t r a n s f e r  o f  l a n d s  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  o o m a i n  i n t o i 
p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ,  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  s u r v e y  c o n t r o l  m o n u m e n t s ,  
p r o p e r t y  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  k e v  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s  i s  b e c o m i n g  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  c u r t a i l e d .  O w n e r s ,  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  a l l e g e d  
o w n e r s  o f  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  p r o p e r t y  o n  w h i c h  t h e  m o n u m e n t  i s  
l o c a t e d  o r  t o  w h i c h  a c c e s s  m u s t  b e  g a i n e d ,  e v e n  i n  e x t r e m e l y  
r e m o t e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  a r e  n o w  r e q u i r i n g  a d v a n c e  p e r m i s s i o n ,  
a n d  o f t e n  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e n t a l  f e e s  t o  b r i e f l y  
o c c u p y  t h e  s t a t i o n  o r  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e .  I n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  t h e r e  i s  
o u t r i g h t  r e f u s a l  o f  a c c e s s  i f  t h e  o w n e r s  a r e  n o t  i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  
t h e  p r o g r a m  f o r  w h i c h  a  s u r v e y  i s  b e i n g  u n d e r t a k e n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  
o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  p r o g r a m  m a y  b e  o n  S t a t e ,  F e d e r a l



o r  t h i r d  p a r t y  o w n e r s h i p .  T o  - f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e  t h e  m a t t e r ,  o t t e r * ,
, t u n  o r  m o r e  p e r s o n s  o r  g r o u p s  c l a i m  o w n e r s h i p  t o  t h e  s a m e  l a n d s ,  
( l e a v i n g  t h e  s u r v e y o r  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o t  n o t  k n o w i n g  f r o m  w h o m  t o  
[ o b t a i n  p e r m i s s i o n  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  o b t a i n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o a  t h e  
/ a p p a r e n t  o w n e r  o n l y  t o  b e  c h a l l e n g e d  b y  a  s e c o n d  p a r t y  c l a i m i n g  o w n e r ­
s h i p .  f ~  s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e m o t e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  S t t . t e  i s  
e x t r e m e  s p a r s e ,  t h i s  a l l o w s  t h e  o w n e r  o r  a l l e g e d  o w n e r  o f  t h e  
l a n d s  l y i n g  a  p r i m a r y  c o n t r o l  m o n u m e n t  t o  c o n t r o l  d e v e l o p m e n t s
o v e r  l. —* t  a r e a  f a r  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  o w n e r s h i p .  I n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  a  
s i n g l e  m o n u m e n t  m a y  s e r v e  a s  p r i m a r y  c o n t r o l  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f
s q u a r e  m i l e s  s o  u s e  o f  a l t e r n a t e  m o n u m e n t s  i s  n o t  f e a s i b l e  o r
e v e n  i m p o s s i b l e .

T h i s  D r o b l e m ,  n o n e x i s t e n t  p r i o r  t o  f i v e  y e a r s  o r  s o  a g o ,  i s  
a n n u a l l y  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  c r i t i c a l .  A s  m u c h  a s  s u r v e y o r s ,  m a p p e r s  a n d  
p h c t o g r a m m a t r i s t s  w i s h  t o  s e e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  o f  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  
o r  g r o u p s  t o  b e  p r o p e r l y  p r o t e c t e d ,  t h e  t i m e  h a s  c o m e  f o r  s o m e  p r o t e c ­
t i o n  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  s u r v e y  m o n u -
m e n t a t i a n  w h i c h  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e i r  t a x  d o l l a r s ,  a n d  t o  a l l o w  
s u r v e y o r s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  c i t i z e n ' s  p r o p e r t y  b o u n d a r i e s .  S i m i l a r  
l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  n e c e s s a r y  i n  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  o f  t h e  u n i o n .

T h e  A l a s k a  S e c t i o n ,  A m e r i c a n  C o n g r e s s  o n  S u r v e y i n g  a n d  M a p p i n g  
a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  S o c i e t y  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  L a n d  S u r v e y o r s  a n d  t h e i r  
m e m b e r s  f e e l  t h e  t i ’ a  h a s  n o w  a r r i v e d  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  
m a n d a t o r y  i f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h _ s '
S t a t e  a r e  t o  b e  p r o t e c t e d .

S e c t i o n  R e q u i r i n g  R e c o r d  O f  S u r v e y  A n d  M o n u m e n t  R e c o r d

A  p r e s e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t  e x i s t s  i n  A l a s k a  t h a t  s u b d i v i s i o n a l  p l a t s  
l e  r e c o r d e d  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  s o  a s  t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

u s e  b y  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  H u n d r e d s  o f  o t h e r  l a n d  s u r v e y s  a r e  
a n n u a l l y  c o n d u c t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e f i n i n g  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  r i g h t s - o f - w a y ,  
f o r  w h i c h  n o  s u c h  r e c o r d i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t  e x i s t s  a . . d  w h i c h  p r e s e n t l y  
d o  n o t  b e c o m e  a  p a r t  o f  s . n v  p u b l i c  r e c o r d .  A l t h o u g h  s o m e  i n f o r m a l  
e x c h a n g e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  t a k e s  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s u r v e y o r s  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  o f f i c i a l  d e p o s i t a r y  f o r  
r e c o r d s  o f  t h i s  s o r t  w h e r e  e  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  s u r v e y o r  c a n  r e s e a r c h  
r e c o r d s  o f  p r e v i o u s  s u r v e y s  p r i o r  t o  u n d e r t a k i n g  a  s u r v e y  i n  t h e  s a m e  
a r e a .  T h i s  G f t e n  r e s u l t s  i n  r e p e a t e d  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  e f - ’ o r t ,  b o u n d a r y  
c o n f l i c t s  ( b e t w e e n  t w o  s u r v e v o r s  u t i l i z i n a  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  t e c h n i q u e s  
t o  a p p r o a c h  t h e  s a m e  p r o b l e m )  a n d .  a t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  i n c u r s i o n  o f  
u n n e c e s s a r y  c o s t s  b y  t h e  s u r v e y o r ' s  c l i e n t  i f  a  p r i v a t e  s u r v e y .



Q "  t h e  p u b l i c  a t  l a r g e  i  f  t h e  s u r v e v  i '  - f o r  p u b l i c  p u r D O s e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,
a s  s u r v e y s  a r e  u n d e r t a k e n  a n d  k e v  m n n u i  . e n t a t i o n  r e c o v e r e d ,  n o
c u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n  o r  l a w  r e q u i r e s  t h e  s u r v e y o r  r e c o r d  a n y
p u b l i c  d o c u m e n t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e ,  l a c k  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,
c o n d i t i o n  o f ,  o r  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o ?  k e y  c o n t r o l  m o n u m e n t a t i o n  i n
t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e a .  T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c a l  w h e r e  m o n u m e n t a -
t i o n  w i l l  o r  l i k e l y  w i l l  b e  d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  f o r t h c o m i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  s u r v e y .  R e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e s e  d e s t r o y e d
m o n u m e n t s  i s  e x t r e m e l y  c o s t l y  u n l e s s  a d e q u a t e  r e c o r d s  e x i s t  p r i o r
t o  a n y  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  e x a c t  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n
o f  t h e  m o n u m e n t  w i t h  t i e s  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c c e s s o r i e s .

T h e s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  t h e  d u t y  
o f  a l l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s u r v e y o r s  t o  f i l e  a  r e c o r d  o f  s u r v e y  a n d  
m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d s  f o r  a l l  a o p r o p r i a t e  s u r v e y s  t h e y  u n d e r t a k e  a n d  t h a t  
a n  a p o r o p r i a t e  p r o c e d u r e  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  t o  p r o v i d e  
t h e  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s .

T h e  b u r d e n  a n d  c o s t  o f  t h i s  r e c o r d a t i o n  w i l l  p r i m a r i l y  f a l l  u p o n  t h e  
s u r v e y o r  a n d  n o t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  e n t i t y .  T h e  s o l e  c o s t  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  o r  i t s  s u b e n t i t i e s  w i l l  b e  t h e  c o s t  o f  

' a c c e p t 1 n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  t n e s e  r e c o r d s .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  
t o £ a !  n u m b e r  Q T  d o c u m e n t s  w o u l d  n o t  e x c e e d  l O O O  p s r  y e a r .  T h i s  
v e r y  m i n o r  c o s t  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t l y  o f f s e t  b y  t h e  v a l u e  t o  S t a t e  
a g e n c i e s ,  b o r o u g h s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  m a k e  g r e a t  u s e  
o f  t h e  v a s t  a m o u n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o  r e c o r d e d  a n d  m a d e  r e a d i l y  
a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  n o  c o s t  o f  f i e l d  a c q u i s i t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r .  L i k e w i s e ,  
w h e n  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  r e q u i r e  s u r v e y  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e ,  t h e y  w i l l  o f t e n  a c h i e v e  a  c o s t  s a v i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e a d y  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s .

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  s t a t u t e s  r e q u i r i n g  
r e c o r d a t i o n  o f  m o n u m e n t  a n d / o r  s u r v e y  r e c o r d s .  T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
t r u e  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  w h e r e  f e w e r  s u r v e y s  e x i s t ,  w i t h  t h e .  
r e s u l t a n t  g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  m o n u m e n t s  a n d  l o n g e r  t i m e  
i n t e r v a l s  b e t w e e n  o c c a s i o n s  w h e n  m o n u m e n t s  m a y  b e  i n s p e c t e d  b y  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s u r v e y o r s .



C O O K  I N L E T  R E G I O N ,  INC

Rep resen ta t iv e  A lb e r t  P. Adams 
A laska S ta te Leg is la tu re  
Pouch V (MS 3100)
Jun eau , A laska 99811

E f e - / j ? .... ■
Dear R ep re sen ta t iv e  Adams:

■■■ ■ ■ . 
Cook In le t Reg ion , Inc . (C IR I )  is opposed to House B il l Number 170 
in its p re sen t  fo rm . C IR I views the p roposed  leg is la t ion  as a f la g ra n t  
abuse o f  p r iv a te  p ro p e r t y  r ig h ts .  Th is  b il l does noth ing more than 
lega lize t re sp a s s  and p laces an additiona l management bu rd en  on o u r  
C o rp o ra t io n . O u r  p r im a ry  concern  is th a t  the p roposed  leg is la t ion 
does not add re ss  C iR I 's  perm itt ing  r ig h ts .
P re s e n t ly ,  C IR I requ ire s  a perm it f o r  ail ac t iv it ies  tha t occu r on its 
la nd s . These  perm its do seve ra l th in g s : ( 1 )  p ro v id e  not if ica tion  o f  
p roposed  ac t iv it ie s ; ( 2 )  id en t i fy  types  and sca le  o f a c t iv it ie s ;  ( 3 )  
p rov id e  s t ipu la t ion s  to mitigate any ad v e rse  impacts o f  the p roposed  
a c t iv it ie s , and (4 )  indemnify C IR I from  all l iab i l i ty  associated with 
activ it ies on C IR I lands .
R ep re sen ta t iv e  Pou rcho t has submitted amended language :n a t  sa t is f ie s  
o u r  notif ication c on ce rn s . However , the  b il l s t i l l  ign o re s  C iR I ' s  r ig h t  
to re q u i re  perm its f o r  use o f  its la nd , and more im po rta n t ly ,  does not 
a f fo rd  C IR I any  p ro tec tion  aga ins t l iab i l i ty  s u i t s .  Un ti l these c on ­
ce rn s  a re  add re ssed  we s t r o n g ly  oppose th is  b il l and recommend tha t 
it is not passed .
*'■ *'t r '-' " •••■•- ft •
I am willing to d iscuss o u r  conce rns  and p ro v id e  whateve r additiona l 
in formation you may need . T hank  y o u .

K INLET) REG ION , INC

Don M a rx , D irec to r
Land Management and Adm in istration
D M /s lb :1 9 8 :2
CC : Regional C o rpo ra t ions  
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D A T E : April 29, 1985

TO: House Finance Committee /  \

F R O M : Representative Pat Pourchoty

RE: H B  170, Relating to Land Surveys

H B  170, relating to land surveys and sponsored by Representative 
Koponen, was originally considered by the Finance Committee on March 28. 
At that hearing several members of the committee expressed concerns that 
Section 1 of the bill effectively gave rights of "legal trespass" to a sur­
veyor without having to give notice to the landowner. Since that time, I 
have worked with the sponsor, D N R  staff, surveyors and other interested 
parties to come up with some acceptable notice requirements prior to a 
surveyor entering private land.

Surveyors presented a "worst case" scenario where notification of landown­
ers would be particularly onerous, such as in an urban area, surveying a 
lot along a previously surveyed boundary where tho surveyor might have 
to contact dozens of property owners whose land he or she would be 
technically crossing by walking along a rear or side boundary.

I believe we have come to an equitable compromise. The proposed CS re­
quires reasonable notice to landowners or occupants prior to entry b y  the 
surveyor. We have also included an exception to notice requirements for 
surveys along previously surveyed boundaries within platted subdivisions 
approved or performed by the federal government (i.e. the Bureau of 
Land Management) or approved under Title 29 or Title 40 which relates to 
surveys within unorganized areas of the state.

I believe this compromise addresses the legitimate concerns of surveyors in 
urban and subdivision situations while protecting private property owners 
against trespass without prior notification.

I recommend the attached draft CS for adoption.
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Alaska Section
AMERICAN CONGRESS ON SURVEYING AND MAPPING

P. O. BOX 376 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99510

F I S C A L  I M P A C T  A N A L Y S I S  R E S U L T I N G  F R O M  
P R O P O S E D  A M E N D M E N T S  T O  A S  3 8

T h i s  p a p e r  p r e s e n t s  a n  a n a l y s i s  b y  a  j o i n t  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o n g r e s s  o n  S u r v e y i n g  a n d  M a p p i n g ,  A l a s k a  S e c t i o n ,  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  P h o t o g r a m m e t r y ,  A l a s k a  R e g i o n  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  
S o c i e t y  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  L a n d  S u r v e y o r s ,  o f  t h e  c o s t  i m p a c t  t o  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  A S  3 8 ,  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  
b y  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p s ,  a r e  p a s s e d .  T h e  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  s h o w  t h a t  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  p r e s e n t  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  a d d i t i o n a l  f i s c a l  
i m p a c t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  s h o r t  a n d  l o n g  t e r m  
b e n e f  i t s .

T h e  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  d a t a ,  a s  p r e s e n t e d ,  w a s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  a n  a n a l y s i s  
o f  a c t u a l  c o s t  t o  t h e  S t a t e  d u r i n g  F Y 8 5  a n d  i n c l u d e s  d i r e c t  s u r v e y  
c o s t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  d i s p o s a l  p r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  c o s t  i n c u r r e d  b y  t h e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  t o  
a d m i n i s t e r  a n d  t e c h n i c a l l y  m o n i t o r  t h e  s u r v e y  p r o j e c t s .  T h e s e  c o s t s  
a r e  t h e n  e x t r a p o l a t e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a c r e a g e  t h a t  c a n  b e  s u r v e y e d  
u n d e r  c u r r e n t  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t i n g  f o r  F Y 8 6  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  b u d g e t  
l e v e l 5  f o r  s u r v e y i n g  i n  f u t u r e  y e a r s .

D u r i n g  F Y 8 5 ,  t h e  S t a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  $ 3 . 5  m i l l i o n  f o r  s u r v e y s  t o  
e x p e d i t e  t h e  S t a t e  l a n d  d i s p o s a l  p r o g r a m s .  T h e s e  m o n i e s  w e r e  
e x p e n d e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a n n e r :

F u n c t i o n
P e r c e n t  o f  

A m o u n t  T o t a l

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  p e r s o n n e l  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  
a n d  t e c h n i c a l l y  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  
p r o j e c t s $  4 2 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  1 2 . 0 9 7 .

T r a v e l  ( b y  S t a t e  e m p l o y e e s ) 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  0 0 . 5 7 7

C o m m o d i t i e s  ( e x p e n d a b l e  s u p p l i e s  f u r n i s h e d  b y  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ) 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  0 0 . 2 9 7

E q u i p m e n t  ( p u r c h a s e d  b y  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  
i n t e r n a l  u s e ) 1 4 . 0 0 0 . 0 0  0 0 - 4 0 7

P r o f e s s i o n a l  s u r v e y  c o n t r a c t s  ( t o  a c c o m p l i s h
t h e  r e q L i i r e d  f i e l d  a n d  p l a t t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s )  3 , 0 3 2 , 7 0 0 . 0 0  8 6 . 6 5 7

Totals $3,500,000.00 100.007



Q f  t h e  a b o v e ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  w a s  u t i l i z e d  t o  c o n d u c t  r e c t a n g u l a r  
c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h e  r e m a i n d e r  w a s  u t i l i z e d  t o  p e r f o r m  s m a l l  l o t  
s u b d i v i s i o n a l  a n d  c o n t r o l  s u r v e y s .  T h e s e  s m a l l  l o t  s u r v e y s  a r e  n o w  
b e i n g  p h a s e d  o u t  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  p a r c e l  h o m e s t e a d  p r o g r a m  a n d  
t h e  c o n t r o l  s u r v e y  w o u l d  b e  g e n e r a l l y  e l i m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s ­
l a t i v e  a m e n d m e n t s .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  f u t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
w o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  c o n d u c t  t l a  r e c o m m e n d e d  r e c t a n g u l a r  c a d a s t r a l  
s u r v e y s .

T o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o s t  o f  p e r f o r m i n g  r e c t a n g u l a r  c a d a s t r a l  
s u r v e y s  s i m i l a r  t D  t h o s e  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  t h e  T i t l e  3 B  
a m e n d m e n t s ,  w e  u t i l i z e d  c o n t r a c t s  a w a r d e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  T e c h n i c a l  
S e r v i c e s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  d u r i n g  
F Y 8 5  a s  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a .  T h e  p r o j e c t s  a n a l y z e d  c o n s i s t  o f  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  a w a r d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s t u d y  y e a r .

F Y 8 5  R e c t a n g u l a r  C a d a s t r a l  S u r v e y s

C o n t r a c t G r o s s P e r  A c
P r o j e c t C o n t r a c t i n g  F i r m C o s t A c r e a g e C o s t

K o b e / C l e a r  S k y S t u t z m a n n  E n g i n e e r i n g $ 2 0 6 , 5 0 0 9 , 2 1 0 $ 2 2 . 4 2
T w o  N i l e  L a k e L a u r e n c e  I r v i n g 2 5 , 9 0 0 2 , 5 0 4 1 0 . 3 4
W i l l o w  C r e e k S i l v e r s  E n g i n e e r i n g 2 3 , 8 0 0 1 ,  1 6 0 2 0 . 5 2
C o s n a R o e n  D e s i g n 2 8 9 , 7 0 0 1 7 , 9 2 0 1 6 .  1 7
S o u t h w i  n d / W i  n d y A B C 2 2 1 , 0 0 0 1 0 , 0 0 0 2 2 .  1 0
H o m e r B r a n c h / S h a r p 6 5 , 0 0 0 2 , 4 8 0 2 6 . 2 1
T a l k e e t n a M a x  S t e v e n s 1 3 9 , 9 0 0 5 , 7 6 0 2 4 . 2 5

F o o t h i 1 1 s
C a n n e r y  C r e e k Q u a d r a  E n g i n e e r i n g 3 1 8 , 9 0 0 1 3 , 8 5 6 2 3 . 0 2
S o u t h  B a n k I  t e c h 1 5 7 , 0 0 0 6 , 8 3 4 2 2 . 9 7

$ 1 , 4 4 7 , 5 0 0 6 9 , 7 2 4 $ 2 0 . 7 6

F r o m  t h e  a b o v e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a ,  i t  b e c o m e s  a p p a r e n t  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r  
a c r e  c o s t  f o r  r e c t a n g u l a r  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y s  a s  p e r f o r m e d  d u r i n g  
F Y 8 5  w a s  $ 2 0 . 7 6  p e r  a c r e .  T o  t h i s  m u s t  b e  a d d e d  a n  o v e r h e a d  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  1 3 . 3 5 7  t o  r e f l e c t  p e r s o n n e l ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  c o m m o d i t i e s  
a n d  t r a v e l  c o s t s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s  r e s u l t i n g  
i n  a  h i s t o r i c a l  t o t a l  c o s t  p e r  a c r e  s u r v e y e d  o f  $ 2 3 . 5 3 .

T h e  S h e f f i e l d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  p r o p o s e d  f u n d i n g  f o r  s u r v e y i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  F Y 8 6  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  l a n d  d i s p o s a l  p r o g r a m  i n



t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  s a m e  a m o u n t  a s  F Y 8 5  ( $ 3 . 5  m i l l i o n ) .  B a s e d  u p o n  
h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  i f  t h i s  f u n d i n g  w a s  u t i l i z e d  
1 0 0 %  t o  p e r f o r m  c a d a s t r a l  r e c t a n g u l a r  s u r v e y s ,  a  t o t a l  o f  
1 4 8 , 7 4 6  a c r e s  c o u l d  b e  s u r v e y e d .  A s  t h e  s t a t e d  g o a l  o f  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  t o  d i s p o s e  o f  3 5 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  d u r i n g  F Y 8 6 ,  i t  i s  
a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 . 2 5  t i m e s  t h e  s t a t e d  g o a l  c o u l d  
b e  s u r v e y e d .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  o n l y  2 3 . 5 3 %  o f  t h e  l a n d  s u r v e y e d  
m u s t  b e  d i s p o s e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  t a r g e t  g o a l .  I f  2 3 . 5 3 %  o f  t h e  
a c r e a g e  o f  t h e  l a n d s  s u r v e y e d  a r e  n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  d i s p o s a l ,  
w e  f e e l  t h e r e  i s  a  l a n d  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o b l e m  a s  
l a n d s  t h a t  o b v i o u s l y  h a v e  l i t t l e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  d i s p o s a l  a r e  

b e i n g  t a r g e t e d  f o r  s u r v e y .

I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  F Y 8 5  p r o j e c t s  u t i l i z e d  t o  
d e v e l o p  h i s t o r i c a l  c o s t s  i n v o l v e d  n o t  o n l y  s e t t i n g  s e c t i o n  
c o r n e r s ,  a s  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  b u t  
a l s o  q u a r t n e r  c o r n e r s ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  d o u b l i n g  t h e  f i e l d  
m o n u m e n t a t i o n .  A l l  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t s  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  b r u s h i n g  
s e c t i o n  l i n e s ,  n o t  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  b u t  a  u s e f u l  
f u n c t i o n  s e r v i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  b o t h  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  e n t r y m a n  a n d  
l a n d  m a n a g e r s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e s e  l i n e s  g r e a t l y  s i m p l i f y  
t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  l a n d  b o u n d r i e s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  T h e  
p r o j e c t s  r e p r e s e n t  a  g o o d  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  a s  t o  l o c a t i o n ,  
d i f f i c u l t y  a n d  a c c e s s i b i 1 i t y .  D u e  t o  t h e  q u a r t e r  c o r n e r  
m o n u m e n t a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  i t  c a n  b e  f a i r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
a b o v e  p r o j e c t s  r e p r e s e n t  a  " w o r s t  c a s e "  c o s t  s c e n a r i o .  I n  
t h e  f u t u r e ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  c a d a s t r a l  p r o j e c t s  c a n  l i k e l y  b e  d o n e  f o r  
l e s s  p e r  a c r e  c o s t .

I f  t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  p r o g r a m  w e r e  a d o p t e d  a s  a n  
o n g o i n g  p r o g r a m ,  l a r g e r  s i z e  p r o j e c t s  c o u l d  b e  a w a r d e d ,  a l l o w i n g  
f o r  e c o n o m i e s  o f  s c a l e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  p e r  a c r e  c o s t  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  
M o r e o v e r ,  i f  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a n  e x a m p l e ,  o n c e  t h e  s u r v e y i n g  
i n d u s t r y  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  s y s t e m  w i l l  b e  a d o p t e d  
a s  S t a t e  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  l o n g  t e r m ,  i t  w i l l  i n v e s t  i n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  
a l l o w i n g  i t  t o  p e r f o r m  s u c h  s u r v e y s  m a r e  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  h e n c e  
l o w e r i n g  t h e  c a s t  e v e n  f u r t h e r .

A n y  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  v i e w e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  n o t  o n l y  
w h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o d a y ,  b u t  w h a t  w i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  n e a r  
f u t u r e .  L o n g  t e r m  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  p e r  a c r e  
f o r  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y s  h a s  d e c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  
t e n  y e a r  p e r i o d ,  m a i n l y  d u e  t o  t h e  r a p i d  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  n e w  
t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  g r e a t e r  u s e  o f  m o d e r n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  t h e



d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n n o v a t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s .  G r e a t e r  a d v a n c e s  a r e  
e x p e c t e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  t w o  t o  f i v e  y e a r  p e r i o d .  T h e  G l o b a l  
P o s i t i o n i n g  S y s t e m  ( G P S )  t e c h n o l o g y  w i l l  b e c o m e  w i d e l y  
a v a i l a b l e  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  f . - a m e ,  l i k e l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  
r e c t a n g u l a r  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y s  b y  a  f a c t o r  o f  2 5 %  o r  m o r e .  
L e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  i n  p l a c e  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  r a p i d l y  
d e v e l o p i n g  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s .

I f  S t a t e  p r o v i d e d  r e c t a n g u l a r  s u r v e y s  t o  s e c t i o n  c o r n e r  l e v e l  
w e r e  m a n d a t e d  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  e n a c t e d  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  
o f  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  a l l o w i n g  a l i q u o t  p a r t  d e s c r i b e d  l a n d s  t o  b e  
p a t e n t e d  t o  t h e  v n t r y m a  i  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  s u r v e y ,  a d d i t i o n a l  
s a v i n g s  i n  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m o n i e s  w o u l d  a c c r u e  t o  t h e  
S t a t e .  A n  o f f i c i a l l y  a d o p t e d  p r o c e d u r a l  m a n u a l  f o r  s u r v e y i n g  
t h e  s e c t i o n  i n t o  a l i q u o t  p a r t  p a r c e l s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s .
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  s u r v e y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
f o r  e a c h  e n t r y m a n ' s  s u r v e y ,  a s  i s  c u r r e n t l y  d o n e ,  w o u l d  b e  
e l i m i n a t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t e c h n i c a l  m o n i t o r i n g  
a n d  c h e c k i n g  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l  s u r v e y s  c o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d .  
T h i s  w o u l d  a l l o w  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s a v i n g s  i n  p e r s o n n e l  c o s t s  t o  
a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  d i s p o s a l  p r o g r a m .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  S t a t e  r e c o r d  
k e e p i n g  s y s t e m  w o u l d  b e  l e s s  c o s t l y  d u e  t o  s i m p l e r  a n d  l e s s  
v o l u m i n o u s  p r o p e r t y  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s .

T h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  c o s t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  a p p l i c a n t s  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d .  A d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  a l l o w  
p a t e n t  t o  b e  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  s u r v e y  
a c t i v i t i e s  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a f t e r  t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  
s u r v e y  i s  c o m p l e t e d .  N o t  o n l y  c o u l d  t i t l e  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  a p p l i c a n t ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d  b e  g o o d  m a r k e t a b l e  t i t l e ,  r e c o g n i z e d  
b y  b a n k s ,  t i t l e  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  t o t a l y  a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  
a l l  r e l a t e d  l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n s .  O n l y  i f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  d e e m s  
i t  n e c e s s a r y ,  a t  h i s  o w n  t i m e ,  c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  e x p e n s e  w o u l d  
f u r t h e r  s u r v e y s  b e  u n d e r t a k e n .  S u c h  s u r v e y s  w o u l d  b e  f a r  l e s s  
e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  t h o s e  p r e s e n t l y  r e q u i r e d  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  
s e c u r e  t i t l e  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e .  A n y  s u c h  s u r v e y ,  t o t a l l y  f u n d e d  
a n d  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t r y m a n ,  w o u l d  a l s o  h a v e  t h e  s i d e  
b e n e f i t  o f  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  d e f i n i n g  a l l  o t h e r  p a r c e l s  w i t h i n  
t h e  s e c t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  i n  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p  o r  r e m a i n i n g  i n  S t a v e  
o w n e r s h i p .  T h u s ,  a l l  s u c h  p r i v a t e l y  f u n d e d  s u r v e y s  w o u l d  
p r o v i d e  f o r  m u l t i p l e  b e n e f i t s  a n d  s a v i n g s .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
c o n t r o l  s u r v e y  a n d  m e t e s  a n d  b o u n d s  m e t h o d  o f t e n  u s e d ,  e a c h  
s u r v e y  s t a n d s  a l o n e  a n d  p r o v i d e s  l i t t l e  m u t u a l  b e n e f i t  o r  s a v i n g  
T h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  s u r v e y  a l s o  a d v e r s e l y  i m p a c t s  t h e



t i t l e  t o  r e m a i n i n g  l a n d s  i n  a  t o w n s h i p ,  a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o - f  t h e  
m e t e s  a n d  b o u n d s  s u r v e y  ( b y  s e c t i o n )  i s  i n d e t e r m i n a t e  u n t i l  t h e  
s e c t i o n s  a r e  s u r v e y e d .  T h i s  v e r y  c o n d i t i o n  i s  c a u s i n g  d e l a y s  
i n  t r a n s f e r  o f  t i t l e  o f  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  d u e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
m e t e s  a n d  b o u n d s  U . S .  s u r v e y s  f o r  n a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t ,  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
s i t e s  a n d  h o m e s t e a d s  w i t h i n  t o w n s h i p s  n o t  s u b d i  " b e d  i n t o  
s e c t i o n s  b y  r e c t a n g u l a r  m e t h o d s .

I t  i s  n o t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  c o m m i t t e e  t o  r e c o m m e n d  o r  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  s u r v e y  o f  a l l  S t a t e  l a n d s .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  l a n d s  i n  o r  c o m i n g  i n t o  S t a t e  o w n e r s h i p  a r e  o f  s u c h  
c h a r a c t e r ,  r e m o t e n e s s  o r  p o t e n t i a l  u s e  a s  t o  t o t a l l y  e l i m i n a t e  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  a n y  s u r v e y s  w h a t s o e v e r  e x c e p t ,  p e r h a p s ,  f o r  s u r f a c e  
m a p p i n g  p u r p o s e s .  T h a t  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  l a n d s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
t h a t  m a y  b e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  d i s p o s a l  s h o u l d  b e  c a r e f u l l y  i n v e n t o r i e d ,  
p r i o r t . i z e d  a s  t o  s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  d i s p o s a l  a n d  a n  o n g o i n g  
r e c t a n g u l a r  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  a s  a  
m a t t e r  o f  S t a t e  p o l i c y .  A  m i n i m a l  f u n d i n g  l e v e l  s h o u l d  b e  
a l l o c a t e d  a n n u a l l y  a l l o w i n g  a  r e s e r v o i r  o f  l a n d s  t o  b e  a l w a y s  
a v a i l a b l e ,  s u r v e y e d  t o  t h e  s e c t i o n  b o u n d a r y  l e v e l ,  t o  b e  
u t i l i z e d  t o  m e e t  d i s p o s a l  n e e d s  a s  m a y  a r i s e  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  
n e e d s  o f  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

B a s e d  o n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  p r e s e n t e d  a n d  t h e  p r o b a b l e  c o s t  p e r  
a c r e  f o r  r e c t a n g u l a r  s u r v e y s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  
c u r r e n t  l e v e l  o f  f u n d i n g  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  p r o g r a m  i f  
t h e  l a n d s  f o r  d i s p o s a l  a ^ e  s e l e c t e d  w i t h  r e a s o n a b l e  c a r e .  T h e  
S t a t e  s h o u l d  i i c  l o n g e r  s p e n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  s u m s  t o  a d d r e s s  s h o r t  
t e r m  n e e d s  i n  a  m a n n e r  w h i c h  c r e a t e s  g r e a t e r  f u t u r e  p r o b l e m s .
T h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  s u r v e y s ,  o n c e  c o m p l e t e d ,  w o u l d  s e r v e  m a n y  f u n c t i o n s  
a n d  b e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  n e a r l y  a n y  t y p e  o f  d i s p o s a l  p r o g r a m .  T h e  p r o p o  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  a  m o r e  o r d e r l y  d i s p o s a l  o f  A l a s k a  l a n d s  
o v e r  t h e  l o n g e r  p e r i o d  a t  m L r h  l e s s  c o s t  a n d  g r e a t e r  b e n e f i t  t o  
t h e  e n t r y m a n  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  m e e t i n g  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s  f o r  a d e q u a t e  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,

A l a s k a  S e c t i o n ,
A m e r i c a n  C o n g r e s s  o n  S u r v e y i n g  

a n d  M a p p i n g



A l a s k a  R e g i o n ,
A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y  o f  P h o t o g r a m m e t r y

■3 . \ A ________

A l a s k a  S o c i e t y  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  
L a n d  S u r v e y o r s
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A l a s k a  N a t i v e  L a n d  M a n a g e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
5 2 8  N  S t r e e t
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1  

D e a r  D a n s

W h i l e  p u r s u i n g  o u r  g o a l  t o  o f f e r  a  c o m p l e t e  p a c k a g e  o - f  m a p p i n g ,  
s u r v e y i n g  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  o u r  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  - f i r m  
" A l a s k a  C o m m u n i t y  E n g i n e e r i n g  S e r v i c e s "  t o  t h e  s m a l l e r  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  
a n d  t o  r e d u c e  d u p l i c a t i o n  w e  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  s o m e  c o m m o n  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h  e v e r y  p r o j e c t  w e  h a v e  d o n e  i n c l u d i n g  a i r p o r t s ,  f u e l  s t o r a g e ,  
s e w e r  a n d  w a t e r  p r o j e c t ,  r o a d  a n d  t r a i l s  p l a n n i n g ,  t h e  1 4 ( c )  p l a n s ,  
t o w n s i t e s ,  g r a v e l  a n d  a  f e w  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  m a p p i n g  w o r k .

W h i l e  e v e r y  v i l l a g e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  t w o  i s s u e s  a r e  c o m m o n .  T h e s e  
a r e  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  l a n d  r e c o r d s  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  b a s e  m a p s  
w h i c h  a r e  a c c u r a t e  f o r  e n g i n e e r i n g  p u r p o s e s .  W h e n  t h e s e  a r e  
n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  t h e y  a r e  n o t  i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  i t  b e c o m e s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  m o b i l i z e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n g i n e e r s  a n d  s u r v e y o r s  t o  
g a t h e r  b a s i c  s u r v e y  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  d a t a .  T h i s  h a p p e n s  a g a i n  
a n d  a g a i n  f o r  e a c h  n e w  v i l l a g e  p r o j e c t  w i t h  l i m i t e d  p r o j e c t  f u n d s  
p a y i n g  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s  a n d  t i m e .

T h e  v i l l a g e  p r o f i l e s  p r e p a r e d  b y  C o m m u n i t y  &  R e g i o n a l  a r e  g o o d .
T h e y  a r e  u s e f u l  f o r  g e n e r a l  p l a n n i n g ,  w h i c h  w a s  t h e i r  p u r p o s e ,
b u t  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  m a p s  d o  n o t  i l l u s t r a t e  t o p o g r a p h i c  d a t a  a n d  t h e y  a r e
n o t  o n  a  c o r r e c t e d  o r  o r t h o  p h o t o  b a s e .

I  b e l i e v e  t h e  t i m e  i s  r i g h t  i n  t e r m s  o f  w h e r e  A l a s k a  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l a n d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h r o u g h  e i t h e r  t h e  
1 4 ( c ) ,  o r  t o w n s i t e  p r o g r a m s  o r  o t h e r  c o n v e y a n c e s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  a  t h r e e  

p h a s e d  m a p p i n g ,  r e c o r d s  s y s t e m .

P h a s e  I  —  m a p p i n g  p h a s e  -

T h e  p r o d u c t  w o u l d  b e  c o m p u t e r  d a t a  f i l e s  f r o m  w h i c h  
c a d a s t r a l  a n d  t o p o g r a p h i c  m a p s  c o u l d  b e  p r o d u c e d  a t  
v a r i o u s  s c a l e s  a n d  p r i n t e d  e i t h e r  a s  l i n e  m a p s  o r  o n  
o r t h o  p h o t o s .

B r a nc h  O f f i c e
I n t e r na t i ona l  T e c h n o l o g y  l i d .  

" t j M  > o u t n  M f o n  \ \ . »> ^ui t e  F 
I n g l e w o o d  C o l o r a d o  8 0 1 1 2  
Telephone 11 0 0  741-1061 
Telex 216171. ITFC U R

Co r p o r a t e  O f f i c e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T e c hn o l o g y  l i d .
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Phase II - records & title phase -

U t i l i z i n g  t h e  c a d a s t r a l  d a t a  f i l e  a s  a s  b a s e  l a n d  r e c o r d s  
( t i t l e s  -  d e e d s )  w o u l d  b e  r e c o r d e d  t o  i d e n t i f y ,  t r a c k  a n d  

u p d a t e  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d .  ( I  u n d e r s t a n d  
D N R  h a s  c o m p u t e r  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  d o  t h i s  n o w ) .

P h a s e  I I I  -  R e s o u r c e  D a t a  F i l e s  -

T h i s  a d d s  f i l e s  o n  r e s o u r c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  i m m e d i a t e  
i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  ( s o i l s ,  
g r a v e l  s o u r c e s ,  g r o u n d  w a t e r ,  e t c . ) .

E n c l o s e d  i s  a  p a p e r  w h i c h  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  c o n c e p t  i n  m o r e  d e t a i l .

O u r  p r o p o s a l  i s  t n  i m p l e m e n t  p h a s e  I  o n  o n e  o r  m o r e  c o m m u n i t i e s  
a n d  w o r k  o u t  a n y  t e c h n i c a l  o r  p r o c e d u r a l  p r o b l e m s ,  b e f o r e  
e x p a n d i n g  o n  a  s t a t e  w i d e  p r o g r a m .  I  w o u l d  s e e  t h i s  a s  a
j o i n t  e f f o r t  b e t w e e n  a  p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t o r ,  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  w i t h
s o m e  f e d e r a l  s u p p o r t  t o  i n s u r e  a l l  n e e d s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d .

C u r t  M c V e e  w o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m a k e  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h i s  
p r o p o s a l  a t  e i t h e r  y o u r  F e b r u a r y  o r  M a r c h  m e e t i n g .

S x n c e r e l y ,

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T E C H N O L O G Y  L I M I T E D

V . P .  A l a k s a  O p e r a t i o n s  M a n a g e r

K J L / v g
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C .  M c V e e

C O M M U N I T Y  M A P P I N G  S Y S T E M  
S U M M A R Y

W i t h  t h e  s u r v e y  o f  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  b o u n d a r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  l o t  l i n e s ,  
n a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t s ,  r i g h t s  o f  w a y s  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  u s e  a r e a s  i n  
A l a s k a  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t  t r a n s f e r  o f  t i t l e  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e  n e e d  a n d  d e m a n d  f o r  a c c u r a t e  r e c o r d s  i s  e s s e n t i a l .

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  d e v e l o p  P h a s e  I  ( m a p p i n g  c o m p o n e n t )  o f  a  
a u t o m a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m .

O n e  o r -  m o r e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  s e l e c t e d  a n d  m a p p e d  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e s e  s t e p s :

1 . T i e  e x i s t i n g  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  t o g e o d e t i c  c o n t r o l .

2 . T a r g e t  s u r v e y  c o n t r o l  m a r k e r s .

3 . A e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h .

4 . D i q i t i c e  c a d a s t r a l ,  t o p o q r a o h i c , a n d  h y d r o g r a p h i c  d a t a

5 . P r o d u c e  o r t h o p h o t o .

6 . P l o t ,  e d i t  a n d  r e p r o d u c e  m a p s

T h e  e n d  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  m a p p i n g  p h a s e  w o u l d  b e  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  
h i g h l y  a c c u r a t e ,  c a d a s t r a l  a n d  t o p o g r a p h i c  m a p s  p r o d u c e d  b o t h  a s  
p i a n i m e t r i c  o r  o r t h o p h o t o  m a p s  a t  v a r i o u s  s c a l e s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  
1 : 5 0 0  t o  1 : 5 0 0 0 .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  d a t a  w o u l d  b e  s t o r e d  i n  d i g i t a l  
f o r m  a n d  c o u l d  b e  r e t r i e v e d  i n  v a r i o u s  m i x e s  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  s c a l e s .

T h e  a t t a c h e d  p a p e r  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  n e e d  a n d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  i n  g r e a t e r  

d e t a i 1 .

C O M M U N I T Y  M A P P I N G  S Y S T E M

R u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  
a f f e c t i n g  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  T h i s  h a s  h a p p e n e d  
v e r y  r a o i d l v  w i t h o u t  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  s o m e  i n  p l a c e  d a t a  a n d  
r e c o r d s  s y s t e m s  t o  r e t r i e v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  p r e c i s e  l o c a t i o n  
o f  p r o p e r t y  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  W h i l e  t h e  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  
w a s  t o  c o n v e y ,  a n d  s u r v e y  t h e  l a n d s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  a n d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  m u c h  n e e d e d  w a t e r  s u p p l i e s ,  s e w a q e  
d i s p o s a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  e l e c t r i c  a n d  t e l e p h o n e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m s  
a n d  l o c a l  r o a d s ,  i t  i s  a l s o  e s s e n t i a l  o v e r  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  t o  h a v e  
t h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  l o c a t e d  a n d  j p e d  a c c u r a t e l y .
I f  t h e  s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w a s  i d e a ) ,  m a p p i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  c o m p o n e n t .  H i g h  q u a l i t y  b a s e  m a p p i n g  d e p i c t i n g  
e x i s t i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  r o a d s ,  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t o p o g r a p h i c  d a t a  c o u l d  s a v e  d u p l i c a t i o n  a s  v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t s  
w e r e  p l a n n e d  a n d  d e s i g n e d .  I t  c o u l d  a l s o  p r e v e n t  e r r o r s  i n  c o s t  
e s t i m a t e s  a n d  e v e n  e r r o r s  i n  d e s i g n  j e o p a r d i z i n g  c o m p l e t i o n  o r  
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  p r o j e c t s .



O v e r  1 2 5  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  h a d  t o w n s i t e  s u r v e y s  i d e n t i f y i n g  
i n d i v i d u a l  l o t s  a s  w e l l  a s  p u b l i c  u s e  a r e a s .  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  1 0 0  
v i l l a g e s  w i l l  b e  s u r v e y e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  1 4 ( c )  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  
p r o g r a m  w i l l  a l s o  r e s u l t  i n  s o m e  a d d i t i o n a l  s u r v e y s  i n  t h e  
p r e v i o u s l y  s u r v e y e d  t o w n s i t e  v i l l a g e s .

T h e s e  t w o  p r o g r a m s  —  t o w n s i t e  a n d  1 4 ( c )  —  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a l l  
r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  b e i n g  s u b d i v i d e d  w i t h  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  d e l i n e a t e d  
a n d  l a n d  t i t l e s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h e s e  s u r v e y s  
h a v e  o r  w i l l  a l s o  d e l i n e a t e  r o a d s ,  s t r e e t s ,  t r a i l s  o r  e a s e m e n t s  
f o r  u t i l i t y  s y s t e m s .

A s  l a n d  t i t l e s  a r e  i s s u e d  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  i n c r e a s e d  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  
p r o p e r t y  l i n e s .  A m o n g  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h i s  a t t i t u d i n a l  c h a n g e  w i l l  
a f f e c t  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  a n d  l o c a t i o n  o f  f u t u r e  e a s e m e n t s  n e e d e d  f o r  
u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  P u r c h a s e  a n d  s a l e s  o f  p r o p e r t y  c a n  b e  f a c i l i t a t e d  i f  
t h e r e  a r e  s y s t e m s  i n  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  t r a c e  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  
l a n d s  a n d  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e  a  t r a c t  o f  l a n d .  T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
s u c h  s y s t e m s  w i l l  m a k e  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  b a n k  f i n a n c i n g  a n d  
t i t l e  i n s u r a n c e ,  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  t o  c o n d u c t i n g  s a l e s  a n d  i n  m a n y  c a s e s  
t o  c o n s t r u c t i n g  o r  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  l a n d .

A s  c o m m u n i t i e s  g r o w  a n d  e x p a n d  a n d  u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  a r e  e x t e n d e d ,  
i m p r o v e d  o r  m a i n t a i n e d  i t  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  
c o s t  o f  t h e s e  a l t e r a t i o n s  i f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  u t i l i t i e s  a r e  a c c u r a t e l y  
l o c a t e d  a n d  m a p p e d  a n d  i f  t h e  v i l l a g e  a n d  a r e a  a d j a c e n t  i s  m a p p e d  
t o  r e f l e c t  t o p o g r a p h y  a n d  n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e s .

T h e  t r e n d  i n  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  i s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  t i m e  c o n s u m i n g  
m a n u a l  d a t a  k e e p i n g  s y s t e m s  i n v o l v i n g  h a n d  d r a f t e d  m a p s  a n d  l a n d  
r e c o r d s  w i t h  m o d e r n  c o m p u t e r  t e c h n o l o g y  w h i c h  i s  m u c h  m o r e  v e r s a t i l e .
I n  A l a s k a  t h e r e  i s  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  r e t r i e v i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  i m p l e m e n t  a n  a u t o m a t e d  m a p p i n g  s y s t e m  n o w ,  a t  a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  
s t a g e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o u r  s u r v e y  a n d  l a n d  r e c o r d s .  O t h e r  s t a t e s  
n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  l o n g  y e a r s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s u r v e y  a n d  l a n d  t i t l e  d a t a  
t o  r e t r i e v e  b e f o r e  i n i t i a t i n g  s u c h  s y s t e m s .  A  f e w  l o c a l i t i e s  i n  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  a r e  n o w  m a i n t a i n i n g  l a r g e  s c a l e  m a p s  i n  d i g i t a l  f o r m ,  m o s t  a r e  
u s i n g  t u r n  k e y  m a p p i n g  s y s t e m s  p r o v i d e d  b y  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  
h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .

T h e  l a r g e  s c a l e  m a p s  a n d  d a t a  f i l e s  h a v e  t h e  s p e c i a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  
p r o v i d i n g  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c  i n v e n t o r y  o f  a l l  u n i t s  o f  l a n d  i n  o n e  
l o c a l i t y  a n d  a n y  a t t r i b u t e s  t h a t  a r e  o f  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  I n  m u c h



o f  r u r a l  A l a s k a  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t a l  l e v e l s  —  l o c a l  v s .  B o r o u g h  
v s .  s t a t e  —  d u p l i c a t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  i s  s i m p l i f i e d  a n d  t h e  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  m a p p i n g ,  l a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m  w o u l d  b e  
s i m p l i f i e d  i f  d o n e  s o o n .

M a p p i n g  a t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  s c a l e  f o r  e a c h  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  
a  b u f f e r  a r e a  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  a  l a r g e  a c r e a g e ,  i n  m a n y  c a s e s  
p r o b a b l y  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  2  o r  3  s q u a r e  m i l e s  p e r  v i l l a g e .  F i r s t  i t  
r e q u i r e s  t h e  d i s p l a y  o f  c a d a s t r a l  p a r c e l s  i n  a  s c a l e  r a n g e  o f  
1 : 5 0 0  t o  1 : 5 0 0 0 .  T h e s e  i n  t u r n  a r e  t i e d  t o  g e o d e t i c  c o n t r o l  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  p r e c i s e  l o c a t i o n .  W h e n  t h i s  d a t a  i s  d i g i t i s e d  i t  c a n  
t h e n  b e  r e t r i e v e d  a n d  p l a t t e d  o n  p l a n i m e t r i c  a n d  t o p o g r a p h i c  m a p s  
a s  w e l l  a s  r e c t i f i e d  o f l .  o r t h o  p h o t o  e n l a r g e m e n t s .  S c a l e s  c a n  b e  
m a n i p u l a t e d  a s  w e l l  a s  d a t a  f i l e s  t o  r e t r i e v e  t h e  k i n d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
n e e d e d  f o r  s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e s .

A n  e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  m a p p i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  v e r t i c a l  c o n t r o l  
f r o m  w h i c h  t o p o g r a p h i c  f i l e s  c a n  b e  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  t h e  d a t a  d i g i t i z e d  
i n t o  t h e  s y s t e m .

T y p i c a l l y  i n  A l a s k a ,  v i l l a g e  i m p r o v e m e n t  p l a n s  o r  f u n d i n g  i s  n o t  
c o o r d i n a t e d .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w a t e r  s y s t e m  d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  
f u n d e d  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h e  s e w e r  s v s t e m  p r o j e c t  a n d  a l s o  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  
r o a d s  o r  e l e c t r i c  o r  f u e l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t e m s .  T h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  a  
d e s i g n  a n d  s u r v e y  c r e w  m o b i l i z e d  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  w h e r e  
t h e s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t r a v e l l i n g  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t o  g a - .  e r  s u r v e y  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  d a t a  t o  d e s i g n  t h e  o n e  p r o j e c t .
T h e s e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  a n d  l o g i s t i c a l  c o s t s  r e p r e s e n t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  
o f  e a c h  p r o j e c t  a n d  c o u l d  b e  m i n i m i z e d  a n d  d u p l i c a t i o n  e l i m i n a t e d  
i f  b a s i c  c a d a s t r a l  a n d  t o p o g r a p h i c  d a t a  w a s  c o n v e n i e n t l y  r e t r i e v a b l e .

H i s t o r i c a l l y  l a n d  a n d  r e s o u r c e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  s y s t e m s  h a v e  f a i l e d  
w h e n  t h e  b a s i c  c a d a s t r a l ,  g e o d e t i c  c o n t r o l  p h a s e  w a s  e i t h e r  i g n o r e d  
o r  i n a d e q u a t e .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  b e e n  p r e o a r i n q  a  s e r i e s  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
d e s c r i b i n g  e a c h  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  n a r r a t i v e ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a n d  g r a p h i c a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  o n e  s i d e  o f  a  f o l d e d  s h e e t  a n d  m a p p i n g  d a t a  o n  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  s i d e .  T h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a r e  c o m m o n l y  c a l l e d  " c o m m u n i t y  
p r o f i l e s " .  T h e  " m a p "  i s  a n  a e r i a l  D h o t o  e n l a r g e m e n t  w i t h  s o m e  - a d a s t r a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o v e r  l a v e d .  B e c a u s e  a n  u n r e c t i f i e d  p h o t o  \  s  u s e d  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  c a d a s t r a l  d a t a  t o  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  
i s  n o t  a c c u r a t e  n o r  w i l l  t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e  m a p  b e  c o n s t a n t  b e c a u s e  o f  
d i s t o r t i o n  a l w a y s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  u n r e c t i f i e d  p h o t o g r a p h y .

T h i s  s a m e  c a d a s t r a l  d a t a  s e r v e s  a s  a  b a s e  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  l a n d  
o w n e r s h i p  r e c o r d s  a n d  t h e  l a n d  r e c o r d s  s y s t e m .



P R O P O S A L

I n i t i a t e  a  p i l o t  p r o g r a m  t o  d e v e l o p  a  c o m p u t e r i z e d  d a t a  s t o r a g e  
a n d  r e t r i e v a l  s y s t e m  - f o r  m a p p i n g  d a t a  i n  r u r a l  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s .
P h a s e  I  w o u l d  d e v e l o p  t h e  c a d a s t r a l  t o p o g r a p h i c  m a p p i n g  c o m p o n e n t  w i t h  
P h a s e  I I  b e i n g  t h e  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  r e c o r d  c o m p o n e n t .  P h a s e  I I I  c o u l d  
b e  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  l a n d  a n d  r e s o u r c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u c h  a s  s o i l  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  g r a v e l  s o u r c e s ,  u n d e r g r o u n d  w a t e r  d a t a ,  g e o l o g i c  a n d  
b i o l o g i c a l  d a t a .

S o f t w a r e  p a c k a g e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  m a p p i n g  
c o m p o n e n t .  T h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  A l b e r t a  C a n a d a  h a s  e m b a r k e d  o n  a  p r o g r a m  
t o  p r o v i d e  a  m a p  b a s e  f o r  e a c h  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  S t a t e  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  
h a s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  e a c h  c o u n t y  a o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  e q u i p p e d  t o  
m a i n t a i n  a  s t a n d a r d  s y s t e m  o f  l a r g e  s c a l e  m a p s  a n d  r e c o r d s .  T h e r e  
a r e  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  s y s t e m s  f o r  c o m p u t e r i z i n g  c a d a s t r a l  d a t a  
a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  p r i v a t e  f i r m s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  
a n d  t h e  S t a t o  o f  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  h a v e  d a t a  f i l e s  
f o r  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  a n d  h y d r o g r a p h i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  c a n  b e c a m e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  d a t a  b a s e .

T h e  p r o p o s a l  i s  t o  s e l e c t  a  c o m m u n i t y  a c t i v e l y  w o r k i n g  o n  o r  
p l a n n i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  i t s  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  r o a d s  —  o n e  t h a t  h a s  s e v e r a l  
p l a n n e d  p r o j e c t s  f o r  e i t h e r  i n s t a l l i n g  o r  e x t e n d i n g  i t s  u t i l i t y  s y s t e m s  
o r  a d d i n g  o n  n e w  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  C a n d i d a t e s  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  a r e  F o r t  Y u k o n ,  
G a l e n a ,  N u l a t o ,  E o e a i k  a n d  p r o b a b l y  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s .

C a d a s t r a l  d a t a  w o u l d  b e  g a t h e r e d  a n d  t i e d  i n t o  g e o d e t i c  c o n t r o l ,  p h o t o  
p o i n t s  p a n e l e d ,  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  t a k e n ,  t h i s  d a t a  d i g i z e d  a n d  
a  s e r i e s  o f  b a s e  m a p s  p r e p a r e d  a n d  p r i n t e d .  I n i t i a l  m a p p i n g  p r o d u c t s  

w o u l d  i n c l u d e :

1 .  C a d a s t r a l  p i a n i m e t r i c  m a p
2 .  C a d a s t r a l / T o p o g r a p h i c / p l a n i m e t r i c  m a p .
3 .  T o o o g r a p h i c / p l a n i m e t r i c  m a p ,
4 .  O r t h o p h o t o
5 .  O r t h o p h o t o / c a d a s t r a l  m a p
6 .  O r t h o p h o t o / T o p o g r a p h i c  m a p
7 .  O r t h o p h o t o / T o p o g r a p h i c / c a d a s t r a l  m a p

T h e  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  f i l e  w o u l d  c o n t a i n  l a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n  i d e n t i f i e r s  
t o  a l l o w  f o r  r e t r i e v a l  o f  d a t a  f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  o r  t o  
s t o r e  d a t a  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  t i t l e .

O n c e  d e v e l o p e d  t h e s e  d a t a  f i l e s  a n d  m a p s  c a n  b e  r o u t i n e l y  u p d a t e d  —  
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a  p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  a n d  s y s t e m  f o r  a c c u m u l a t i n g ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  
a n d  r e t r i e v i n g  l a n d  s u r v e y ,  o w n e r s h i p ,  t o p o g r a p h i c  a n d  e v e n  r e s o u r c e  

i  n f o r m a t i o n .



T h e  i n i t i a l  p r o p o s a l  i s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  m a p p i n g  c o m p o n e n t  f o l l o w e d  
b y  d e c i s i o n s  o n  t h e  l a n d  t i t l e  p h a s e  a f t e r  t h e  m a p  d a t a  i s  c o m p l e t e d .

I t  s e e m s  t o  b e  v e r y  w o r t h w h i l e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  1 4 ( c )  s u r v e y  p r o c e s s  a n d  
a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e s e  s u r v e y s  a r e  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  g a t h e r  b a s i c  d a t a  —  
h o r i z o n t a l  a n d  v e r t i c a l  c o n t r o l  —  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b u i l d  q u a l i t y  
m a p p i n g .  S i n c e  s u r v e y  c r e w s  w i l l  b e  m o b i l i z e d  f o r  1 4 ( c )  s u r v e y s  
a t  v e r y  l i t t l e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t s  t h e  v e r t i c a l  c o n t r o l  d a t a  c o u l d  b e  
g a t h e r e d  a n d  i f  f u n d s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  p h o t o  p o i n t s  p a n e l e d  
a n d  e v e n  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h y  c o m p l e t e d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  A s  a  m i n i m u m  
t h e  1 4 ( c )  c o n t r a c t s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  
o f  v e r t i c a l  c o n t r o l .

D a t a  B a s e  C o m p o n e n t s :

S u r v e y  C o n t r o l :  T h e  s u r v e y  c o n t r o l  d a t a  b a s e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  n e t w o r k
o f  s u r v e y  c o n t r o l  m a r k e r s  a n d  t h e  X ,  Y  a n d  Z  
c o o r d i n a t e s .  T h e s e  c o o r d i n a t e s  a r e  d e r i v e d  
f r o m  s u r v e y  m e a s u r e m e n t s  t a k e n  i n  t h e  f i e l d .

F ' h o t o g r a m m e t r i c  C o n t r o l  D a t a  B a s e :  F o l l o w i n g  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e
s u r v e y  c o n t r o l  n e t w o r k ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 5 X  o f  t h e  
s u r v e y  m a r k e r s  a r e  t a r g e t e d  w i t h  m a t e r i a l s  w h i c h  
c a n  b e  p i c k e d  u p  b y  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y .  T h e  
a r e a  i s  t h e n  f l o w n  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h e d .  T h i s  c o n t r o l l e d  
p h o t o g r a p h y  i s  t h e n  p r o c e s s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  r e c t i f i e d  
o r  o t h e r p h o t o  e n l a r g e m e n t .

L a n d  S u r v e y  D a t a  B a s e :  T h e  c o o r d i n a t e s  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  m o n u m e n t s
a n d  o t h e r  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a n d  s u r v e y  p r o v i d e s  
t h i s  d a t a  b a s e .  T h e s e  m e a s u r e m e n t s  b y  d i s t a n c e  a n d  
b e a r i n g  a r e  m a d e  f r o m  t h e  s u r v e y  c o n t r o l  ( g e o d e t i c )  
m a r k e r s  t o  t h e  l a n d  s u r v e y  o r  c a d a s t r a l  m a r k e r s .
F r o m  t h i s  d a t a  c o o r d i n a t e s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  e a c h  
l o t ,  b l o c k  o r  c o r n e r  m o n u m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a n d  
s u r v e y  ( c a d a s t r a l )  s y s t e m .

M a p p i n g  D a t a .  B a s e :

1 .  L a n d  S u r v e y  ( c a d a s t r a l  c o m p o n e n t ) :  T h i s  c o m p o n e n t  
i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  s u r v e y  d a t a  a n d  i s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  
t h e  l a n d  s u r v e y  b o u n d a r i e s ,  d i m e n s i o n s ,  i d e n t i f i e r s ,  
h y d r o g r a p h y .  M a p p i n g  s c a l e s  s h o u l d  b e  1 : 1 0 0 0  a n d  
1 : 5 0 0 0 .

2 .  T h e  c o n t o u r  ( t o p o g r a p h i c )  c o m p o n e n t :

T h e  c o n t o u r s  a r e  d e r i v e d  p h o t o g r a m m e t r i c a l 1 y  
f r o m  t h e  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y .  I n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  
b e  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  d i g i t a l  f o r m  b y  d i g i t i z i n g  
o f f - l i n e  a n d  o u t p u t t i n g  t o  m a g n e t i c  t a p e .



. . .

O n c e  c o m p i l e d  t h e  c o n t o u r  a n d  s p o t  h e i g h t s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  l a n d  s u r v e y  
c o m p o n e n t .

3 .  T h e  o r t h o  p h o t o  c o m p o n e n t :  T h e  o r t h o  p h o t o  i s
p r o d u c e d  - f r o m  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  u s i n g  t h e  
p h o t o g r a m m e t r i c  c o n t r o l  d a t a  b a s e  a s  a  - f o u n d a t i o n .  
I t  i s  c o r r e c t e d  s o  t h e  i m a g e  c a n  b e  u s e d  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c a d a s t r a l  a n d  t o p o g r a p h i c  
c o m p o n e n t s .

P H A S E  I :  M a p p i n g

1 .  F i e l d .  S u r v e y  t i e s  f r o m  g e o d e t i c  c o n t r o l  t o  c a d a s t r a l  
a n d  s u r v e y  c o n t r o l  m a r k e r s  w i t h  b o t h  h o r i z o n t a l  ( X & Y )  
a n d  v e r t i c a l  < Z )  c o o r d i n a t e s .

F i e l d  -  T a r g e t  s u r v e y  c o n t r o l  m a r k e r s .  

F i e l d  -  A e r i a l  P h o t o g r a p h

4 .  O f f i c e  -  A e r i a l  P h o t o g r a p h
-  O r t h o p h o t o  p r o d u c t i o n
-  C o n t o u r  c o m p i l a t i o n

O f f i c e  -  D i g i t i z i n g  o f  c a d a s t r a l ,  t o p o g r a p h i c  &  h y d r o g r a p h i c  
c o m p o n e n t s .

6 .  O f f i c e  -  A u t o m a t e d  p l o t t i n g  o f  d a t a

7 .  O f f i c e  -  R e p r o d u c t i o n

8 .  F i e l d  S'. O f f i c e  -  E d i t i n g

9 .  O f f i c e  -  P r i n t i n g  o f  M a p  P r o d u c t s

1 0 .  M a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e s e  d a t a  f i l e s  c o u l d  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
e n g i n e e r s  a n d  s u r v e y o r s  d o i n g  w o r k  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  b y  r e q u i r i n g  
f i l i n g  o f  " a s  b u i l t "  s u r v e y s

P H A S E  I I

1 .  C r e a t e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s h i p  f i l e s  r e l a t i n g  l a n d  t i t l e  d a t a  t o  
l a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n  u t i l i z i n g  c a d a s t r a l  b a s e  f o r  d e s c r i b i n g  
o w n e r s h i p  p a r c e l s .

2 .  M a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e s e  d a t a  f i l e s  w o u l d  b e  a c h i e v e d  b y  i n p u t  
o f  l a n d  s a l e s  a n d  p r o p e r t y  d o c u m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  f i l e d  
a t  l o c a l  r e c o r d e r s  o f f i c e .



1 .  C r e a t e  t h e  l a n d  r e s o u r c e  f i l e  a s  r e s o u r c e  d a t a  i s  g a t h e r e d  
o v e r  t i m e .

2 .  M a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  f i l e s  w o u l d  o c c u r  a s  
n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  g a t h e r e d .

T h e  i n i t i a l  m a p p i n g  p h a s e  w o u l d  b e  d o n e  r e c o g n i z i n g  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  P h a s e  I I  a n d  I I I .

PHASE III
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ALASKA NATIVE LAND 
MANAGERS ASSOCIATION 
Pouch 6699
Anchorage, Alaska 99502

February 4, 1985

Senator A r l is s  S tu rg u lew sk i 
A laska S ta te L e g is la tu re  
Pouch V (MS 31U0)
Juneau, A laska 99811

Re: A laska N a tiv e Land Managers A s s o c ia t io n  Meeting in  Juneau

Dear Senator S tu rg u lew sk i:

Th is is  to in fo rm  you th a t ou r a s s o c ia t io n  w i l l  be conducting our 
re g u la r membership meeting in  Juneau on Thursday, February 28, 1985.
The a s s o c ia tio n  is  a s ta te -w id e  n o n -p r o f i t o rg a n iz a tio n  in vo lv e d in  
the educa tio n o f the N a tiv e c o rp o ra t io n s ' land managers. We c u r re n t ly  
have app ro x im a te ly 80 members, the m a jo r i ty  o f which are v i l la g e  and re g io n a l 
c o rp o ra t io n s . We would c o r d ia l ly  l i k e  to in v i t e  you, o r your au th o r iz e d 
re p re s e n ta t iv e , to jo in  us a t our m ee ting . We w i l l  be meeting a t the 
A laska N a tive B rotherhood H a ll a t 32U West W illoughby Avenue a t 9:30
A.M. I  am a tta c h in g  a copy o f our agenda, our cu rre n t membership ro s te r , 
and some background in fo rm a tio n  about our o rg a n iz a tio n .

Please l e t  us know i f  you p la n to  a tte n d . We lo o k fo rward to seeing 
you and hope th a t you w i l l  make p lans to p a r t ic ip a te  in  our upcoming 
m eeting . I f  you have any ques tio n s o r need a d d it io n a l in fo rm a tio n , 
p lease fe e l fre e  to  co n ta c t ou r S e c re ta ry /T re a s u re r, Fran Zimmerman, 
a t our o f f ic e s .

Very t r u ly  you rs ,

Dan A lex 
P res iden t

E nc l.
fz

*
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ALASKA NATIVE LAND 
MANAGERS ASSOCIATION 
Pouch 6699
Anchorage, Alaska 99502
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February 4, 1985

Senator A r l is s  S tu rgu lew sk i 
A laska S ta te L e g is la tu re  
Pouch V (MS 31U0)
Juneau, A laska 99811

Re: A laska N a tiv e Land Managers A s s o c ia t io n  Meeting in  Juneau

Dear Senator S tu rg u lew sk i:

T h is is  to in fo rm  you th a t our a s s o c ia t io n  w i l l  be conducting our 
re g u la r membership meeting in  Juneau on Thursday, February 28, 1985.
The a s s o c ia tio n  is  a s ta te -w id e n o n -p r o f i t o rg a n iz a tio n  in vo lv e d in  
the educa tio n o f the N a tiv e c o rp o ra t io n s ’ land managers. We c u r re n t ly  
have app ro x im a te ly 80 members, the m a jo r i ty  o f which are v i l la g e  and re g io n a l 
c o rp o ra t io n s . We would c o r d ia l ly  l i k e  to in v i t e  you, o r you r au tho r ized 
re p re s e n ta t iv e , to jo in  us a t our m ee ting . We w i l l  be meeting a t the 
A laska N a tive B rotherhood H a ll a t 320 West W illoughby Avenue a t 9:30
A.M. I  am a tta c h in g  a copy o f our agenda, our c u rre n t membership ro s te r , 
and some background in fo rm a tio n  about our o rg a n iz a tio n .

P lease l e t  us know i f  you p la n to a tte n d . We lo o k fo rw a rd to seeing 
you and hope th a t you w i l l  make p lans to p a r t ic ip a te  in  our upcoming 
m ee ting . I f  you have any ques tio n s o r need a d d it io n a l in fo rm a tio n , 
p lease fe e l fre e  to con ta c t ou r S e c re ta ry /T re a s u re r, Fran Zimmerman, 
a t our o f f ic e s .

Very t r u ly  you rs ,

Dan A lex 
P re s id en t

E nc l.
fz
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840 K Street, Si 
Anchorage, Ala: 
(907^ 272-1254

Alaska Native a n ag er s A s s  tion

/
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ALASKA NATIVE LAND MANAGERS ASSOCIATION 
REGULAR MEETING 

Thursday, February 28, 1985 
A laska N a tiv e Brotherhood H a ll 

320 West W illoughby Avenue, Juneau, A laska 
9:30 A.M.

V. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

V I. *APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

V I I . REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

A . Community Mapping System Proposa l -  C u rt McVee, ITECH
B. A laska N a tive Serv ice Agency Concept -  Jake Les te n ko f, Bureau o f 

Lndian A f fa i r s
C. liLM Report -  Robert A rn d o r fe r , Horace Sanders, and Fran Eickbush
D. A llo tm en t Committee Report -  Frank Boreck i
E. DOTPF/LMA Task Force Report -  Paul C o s te llo
F. ANF 14(,c) Report -  Sharon M cC lin tock
G. *Fede ra l Townsite Committee Report -  Sharon M cC lin tock
H. Submerged Lands & O ve rse le c tio n s Committee Report -  A1 Cronk
I .  Land Plann ing Committee Report -  ? New Chairpe rson
J . F ish & Game/LMA Task Force Report -  ? New Cha irpe rson 
K.
L .
M.

V I I I .  OTHER BUSINESS

A. T re a su re r 's Report -  Fran Zimmerman
B. Execu tive Board Report -  Dan A lex
C.

IX . ANNOUNCEMENTS 

X. TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING(S)

X I. ADJOURNMENT

TENTATIVE AGENDA

I .  CALL TO ORDER

I I .  INTRODUCTION OF EVERYONE PRESENT

I I I .  ROLL CALL

IV . *N0MINATI0N OF NEW MEMBERS

A.
B.

C
D

^Potential Action Items



ALASKA NATIVE LAND 
MANAGERS ASSOCIATION 
Pouch 6699
Anchorage, Alaska 99502

The Land Managers A s s o c ia t io n  (LMA) was e s ta b lis h e d in  the pe rio d 

o f 1973-1974 as an in fo rm a l a s s o c ia t io n  o f in d iv id u a ls  in v o lv e d in  

managing lands to be conveyed to A laska N a tiv e peoples as a re s u lt 

o f the A laska N a tiv e C la im s S e ttlem en t A c t (ANCSA) o f 1971. The o r ig in a l 

o rg a n iz a t io n  was composed o f the land managers from the re g io n a l co rpo r­

a t io n s o n ly . In  1975, the o rg a n iz a t io n  changed the membership re q u ire ­

ments to accept v i l la g e  c o rp o ra t io n s as v o t in g  members as w e l l .

The f i r s t  chairman o f the Land Managers A s s o c ia t io n  was R ichard 

A tuk o f the Be ring S t r a i t s  Native. C o rp o ra tio n . In  1975, D an ie l 

A le x o f E k lu tn a , In co rp o ra te d was e le c te d as chairman and has served 

in  th a t c a p a c ity eve r s in c e . In  1976, bylaws fo r  the A s s o c ia t io n  were 

d ra fte d  and accepted by the Land Managers. These bylaws were reviewed 

by the A laska F ede ra tio n o f N a tive s and re ce ive d concept app ro va l.

In  1978, Byron M a lo t t , then P re s id e n t o f the A laska Fede ra tio n o f 

N a tiv e s , signed an agreement w ith  the U n ite d S ta te s government and 

the S ta te o f A la ska , beg inn ing the ex is te n ce o f the Coopera tive 

' ' Land Management T a s k 'F o r te . * R e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  m o n ito r in g  and making 

recommendations rega rd in g N a tive issues on the Task Force was assigned 

to the Land Managers A s s o c ia t io n .

D u ring 1976, the Land Managers A s s o c ia t io n  met and decided th a t

a law s u i t was necessary to co n te s t the le g a l i t y  o f the re s e rv a t io n

o f c e r ta in  easements in  N a tiv e conveyances which would have clouded

t i t l e .  A f te r a jo i n t  meeting o f the A laska Fede ra tio n o f N a tives

and the Land Managers A s s o c ia t io n , the law s u i t was f i l e d  and subsequen tly

won.

On J u ly  21, 1977, th e re was a la rg e attendance and tes tim ony g iven by 

members o f the Land Managers A s s o c ia t io n  a t the A laska N a tiv e C laims 

Se ttlem en t Act o v e rs ite  hea rin gs he ld in  the U.S. House o f Representa­

t iv e s , which was the f i r s t  s tep toward the c re a t io n  o f the A laska N a tio n a l

-L -



I n te r e s t  Lands C on se rva tio n  A c t (ANILCA).

In  1982, the A laska N a tive Land Managers A s s o c ia t io n  in c o rp o ra te d under 

the n o n -p r o f i t laws o f the S ta te o f A laska and S ec tio n 5 01 (c )(3 ) o f the 

In te r n a l Revenue Code. The purposes fo r which the c o rp o ra t io n  was formed 

a re se t fo r t h  in  the A r t ic le s  o f In c o rp o ra t io n , and are as fo l lo w s :

(1 ) "To p ro v id e co n tin u in g  edu ca tio n to A laska N a tiv e Land Managers 

by f a c i l i t a t i n g  the exchange o f in fo rm a tio n , idea s , and te c h n ic a l 

a ss is ta n ce which may be o f m utua l b e n e f i t to land managers; to 

p ro v id e the AFN Land C la im s Board and the re s p e c tiv e  Boards o f 

D ire c to rs  o f the member N a tiv e co rp o ra t io n s and o rg a n iz a tio n s 

w ith  in fo rm a tio n  re s p e c tin g  re g u la t io n s , p recedu res , problems and 

dec is ion -m ak in g o p t io n s ; and to  encourage the w ise b e n e f ic ia l and 

in te g ra te d  use and management o f A laska N a tiv e lands w ith  rega rd 

fo r  the in te re s ts  o f A la ska N a tiv e s ; to  p ro v id e in fo rm a tio n  and 

ass is ta n ce on b eh a lf o f A laska N a tive s to the "A la ska Land Use 

C oun c il" and o th e r o rg a n iz a t io n s and e n t i t ie s  as the C o rp o ra tio n 

o r„ the ,P re s id e n t, a f t e r  c o n s u lta t io n , w ith ., th e  Board o f D ire c to rs  

deems a p p ro p r ia te .

(2 ) To n e g o tia te  fo r common in te re s ts  and speak on p u b lic  issues a f fe c t in g  

N a tive lands and r ig h ts ; to encourage p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the p o l i t i c a l 

process by know ledgeable persons;

(3 ) To ho ld meetings o f the members to d iscu ss m a tte rs o f common in te r e s t ; 

and ,

(4 ) To b r in g  o r defend s u i ts  to en fo rce Fede ra l, S ta te and M un ic ip a l 

laws o f whatever k in d , whether c o d if ie d  o r common, a f fe c t in g  N a tiv e 

lands and r ig h t s . "

The A laska N a tive Land Managers A s s o c ia t io n  has always been ve ry a c t iv e  

in  work ing as a forum fo r s o lv in g  problems re la te d  to N a tiv e lands 

management. Some o f the areas th a t the Land Managers A s s o c ia t io n  has 

worked on a re :
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1. Im p lem en ta tio n o f the A laska N a tiv e C laims Se ttlem en t A c t.

2. D ra f t in g  and im p lem en ta tio n o f the p o r t io n s o f the A laska N a tio n a l 

In te r e s t Lands C onse rva tio n A c t th a t dea l w ith  N a tive lands .

3. D ra fte d  the Department o f T ra n s p o r ta t io n  and P u b lic F a c i l i t i e s  

A ir p o r t Templates and neg o tia te d re la te d  Memorandum o f Agreement.

4 . C o n tr ib u te d to the fo rm a tio n  o f the A laska N a tiv e Foundation p u b l i ­

c a t io n  e n t i t le d , "V i l la g e  Land Reconveyance P lann ing -  A Handbook 

on ANCSA Sec tio n 1 4 (c ) " .

5. In vo lv e d in  re s o lv in g  M un ic ip a l T ru s t lands issue s .

6. Respons ib le f o r  hav ing the Bureau o f Land Management A laska p la t 

app ro va l fu n c t io n  tra n s fe r re d  to  A laska from Colorado .

7. Has adv ised the A laska Fede ra tio n o f N a tive s Land Claims Board

on s p e c i f ic  land is su e s .
* • * .  . . • *  . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . .

3. In vo lve d in  work ing ou t the escrow arrangement in  the Omnibus A c t.

9. C o n t in u a lly  in vo lv e d in  easement and r ig h t-o f-w a y  issues .

10. In vo lv e d w ith  the Bureau o f Land Managemeu_ . . work ing ou t problems* 

reg a rd in g ANCSA conveyances.

11. Has worked e x te n s iv e ly  w ith  the Bureau o f Land Management and the

Bureau o f In d ia n A f f a i r s  to re so lve problems rega rd in g N a tive a llo tm e n ts .

12. Worked on a c q u ir in g  a d d it io n a l fun d in g fo r the Bureau o f Land Manage­

ment C adas tra l Survey to a cce le ra te  the N a tive land conveyance 

process .



13. C o n t in u a lly  in v o lv e d in  educa tio n and t r a in in g  o f in d iv id u a ls  

re s p o n s ib le  fo r N a tiv e land management.

14. Worked as one the f in a l re v iew  o rg a n iz a tio n s on the ANCSA 1985

Report to the U.S. Congress.

15. I s  recogn ized as a le a d in g N a tiv e  o rg a n iz a t io n  on S ta te and N a tio n a l

le v e ls .

The A s s o c ia t io n 's  c u r re n t w o rk ing comm ittees in c lu d e :

1. The Land P lann ing Committee.

2 . The A llo tm e n t Committee.

3. The Trespass Committee.

4 . The D .O .T .P .P ./L .M .A . Task Force .

5 . The A .D .F .&G ./L .M .A . Task Force .

6. The Submerged Lands and O ve rse le c tio n s Committee.

7. The Federa l Townsite Committee.

As a r e s u l t o f i t s  e ffe c t iv e n e s s , the membership o f the A laska N a tiv e 

Land Managers A s so c ia t io n  has more than doubled in  the la s t two yea rs .

The A s s o c ia t io n  c u r re n t ly  has some 80 member o rg a n iz a t io n s , comprised o f 

re g io n a l and v i l la g e  c o rp o ra t io n s , t r a d i t io n a l c o u n c ils ,S ta te  and Federa l 

agencies and land re la te d  p ro fe s s io n a l c o rp o ra t io n s .

I f  you are in te re s te d  in  membership o r fu r th e r in fo rm a tio n , p lease con ta c t 

e i t h e r Dan A le x , P re s id e n t, o r Fran Zimmerman, S e c re ta ry /T re a s u re r, ai: 

277-9355.

Thank you for your interest.
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION O F  TECHNICAL SERVICES
■

October 12, 1984

3601 C STREET 
SUITES 900-984 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 
PHONE: (907) 276-2653

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp 
Chairman, Senate Committee 

on Resources 
Pouch V, State Capital 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Fahrenkamp:

Tn response to your letter of inquiry concerning State Land Surveys 
pertaining to prior and current land disposal programs, the following 
information is submitted in numerical order of your specifid concerns.

1. AS 38.04.Q45Q}£ requires an official cadastral survey prior to 

conveyance of surface rights to State land.

Background:

The term "Cadastral Suryey" has come to mean different things to

different people, including State employees. Several years ago

which had been prepared by the Pan American Institute of Geography 

and Histc y. ft is stated in the following language, aimed at

amended with changing conditions or because they are not 

executed according to the standards now required for accuracy, 

cannot be ignored, repudiated, altered, or corrected, and the 

boundaries created or established cannot be changed so long as 

they control rights vested in the lands affected."

the United Nations published a definition of a cadastral survey

worldwide comprehension and acceptance:

"Cadastral suryeys create, reestablish, mark, and define 

boundaries of tracts of Tand. Such surveys, unlike 

scientific suryeys of an informative character, which may be



By virtue of the State of Alaska being created from public domain lands 

of the United States, with few exceptions, all title emanating from the 

Federal Government to the State is based on the public land surveys 

under the Rectangular System. An exception to this rule is title to land 

designated as U.S. Surveys or conveyed by Executive Orders and Public 

Land Orders. These are few in comparison to land selections by the 

State based on Townships or portions thereof.

Un-er Section 6(g) of the Alaska Statehood act, the B.L.M. is required to 

survey only the exterior boundaries of large tracts of lands selected by 

the State from the Public Domain in Alaska. In addition, there is an 

unwritten agreement whereby ground monumentation along the exterior 

boundaries is established at two-mile intervals. The State is presently 

receiving patents to blocks of townships where only the exterior township 

boundaries are surveyed and monumented at two-mile intervals. This has 

the effect that the interior township acreage is in fact, -unsurveyed and 

the State will be responsible to complete or partially complete the 

Federal skeleton township surveys as predicated on resource needs. Over 

thirteen (.13). million acres of land has also been patented to the State 

without any type pf ground survey or monumentation, based upon protraction 

diagrams that were created for Federal oil and gas leases. Depending upon 

resource and management needs a large portion of this acreage will also 

require the State to perform surveys in order to identify the boundaries 

on the ground.

Due to the lack of adequate ground monumentation as a result of skimpy 

Federal Cadastral Surveys, a great burden has been placed with the State 

in the identification and management of lands conveyed to-date by the 

Federal Government. The exterior boundary skeleton surveys performed by 

the Federal Government require completion surveys by the State due to the 

approximate two-mile spacing of the Federal monuments, also, the State is 

required to further sectionalize by subdividing the skeleton townships 

into sections or other aliquot parts for current State land disposal 

programs. This additional survey work the State must perform is costly 

and will be a continuing long range program in order to support and 

facilitate land management programs on State lands.

Background (continued)



Cadastral Surveys create and establish land boundaries. They identify 

the parcels of land on the ground and afford descriptions and areas 

for the various future subdivisions for title purposes. Historically, 

cadastral surveys are prerequisite to any land management, development, 

or conservation program, since it is fundamental that the boundaries 

of the land being administered must be definitely identified on the 

ground before any program requiring the expenditure of fynds can be 

safely undertaken. As the State continues to receive its' entitlement 

of lands from the Federal Government, up to 104 million acres, the 

necessity for the State to expend funds for Cadastral Surveys as a 

supplement to the Federal surveys, will continue to expand and grow 

based upon.resource needs and development. r

The lack of adequate cadastral surveys throughout Alaska compounds other 

issues such as determination of submerged lands both coastal and inland, 

navigability and computations for acreage of conveyable uplands, to cite 

just a few. Over 200 years of history reveals that settlement prior to 

survey creates many problems paramount to chaos. ; >

In accordance with Section 6.Cg) of the Alaska Statehood Act, where any 

lands desired by. the State are unsurveyed at the time of selection,

B.L.M. generally surveys only the exterior boundaries of the area 

selected without any interior subdivision and patent is issued in terms 

of the exterior boundary survey.

Section 38.04.045(b) requiring an official cadastral survey is in 

reference to the establishment and monumentation of rectangular section 

corners which is the extension of the public land survey system within 

the B.L.M. Township exterior boundary surveys.

It is a well-settled principle that the transfer of title to State lands 

is based on surveying and platting the boundaries of land prior to 

conveyance under any legislative act for disposal. A plat of survey is 

the basis of title within government as well as within the private 

sector.

Background (continued)



1. Waiver of Official Cadastral Survey;

The circumstances permitting the waiver of a Cadastral Survey, (section 

and quarter corners of the rectangular system) and substituting control 

monumentation are related to the type of disposal programs designated #

under various statutes. Specifically, the waiver of the rectangular 

surveys originally was to provide for the staking and subsequent metes 

and bounds survey under the Qpen to Entry and Remote Parcel disposal 

programs. These programs allowed dispersed or random staking, by metes 

and bounds, of parcels up to 40-acres in size.

Generally, the O.T.E. and Kemote Parcel disposals are situated in remote 

areas of the State that have not been surveyed under the rectangular 

.system due to lack of settlement and high cost of extensive surveying 

and monumentation, as a result of wilderness type topographic features 

of the land. The. staking requirements for the old O.T.E.'s and Remote 

Parcels allowed the entryman to stake within a specified area designated 

for this type of disposal. Upon completion of the staking the entryman

is then required to pay the cost for survey and platting of the parcel

within a specified time period. This is accomplished by the entryman 

contracting with a private registered surveyor to perform the work.

The rectangular system of suryeys has been waived in favor of control 

surveys for virtually all areas identified and designated for open to 

entry and remote parcel disposal programs. The open to entry and remote

parcel disposals have accounted for roughly 60% of State land disposed
of to-date, however, the remote parcel program is now replaced by the 

new homestead act which will increase the waiver provisions under the 

Title 38 rewrite. The prime justification for the waiver of the 

rectangular system is the high cost of performing the surveys fn the 

remote areas of the State.

At the time of Statehood, less, than 2% of the land mass in Alaska had 
been surveyed under the rectangular system. The surveys at this time



..diver of Official Cadastral Survey (continued)

were confined to the settlement and rail belt areas and were executed 

to provide for Federal land disposals. After Statehood, the Federal 

Government began public land surveys to accomodate transfer of Federal 

public lands selected by the State under the Alaska Statehood Act.

Later by the passage of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act,

Federal surveys were initiated to accomodate the transfer of lands 

selected under A.N.C.S.A.

To-date only a small portion of the State is covered by sectionalized 

surveys under the rectangular system. These areas are mainly confined 

to the Anchorage, Matanuska Valley, Fairbanks and Kenai Peninsula where 

the majority of settlement and development has occurred earlier, prior 

to, and just after Statehood. The vast majority of State land received 

to-date from the Federal Government .is unsurveyed as only the Township 

exterior boundaries are surveyed by the B.L.M. under "skeleton type" 

cadastral surveys. In addition, the B.L.M. has only surveyed 352 of the 

exterior boundaries of the State's entitlement to over 104.5 million 

acres selected since the advent of Statehood. It is projected that at the 

present rate of progress it will take the E.L.M. an additional 32 years 

to complete the exterior type surveys required to patent all lands selected 

by the State in fulfillment of the State's total entitlement. Prior to 

Statehood, B.L.M. protraction diagrams were constructed for the large 

unsurveyed areas in Alaska, whereby the mathematical values for each 

township corner was computed for the parenthetical identification of Federal 

gas and oil leases. The protraction diagrams were later used as a basis for 

State land selections and even some conveyances. The protractions serve an 

imminent administrative need by a map representation of land divisions on 

paper, but does not identify the boundaries on the ground. The eventual 

ground survey may or may not conform to the protraction diagrams and will 

not replace the eventual requirements for field surveys and monumentation 

as dictated by surface resource management needs. Land boundaries must be \ 

monumented and identified on the ground in order for the land managers to J 

know what they are managing. f



Control Monument ion:

Control surveys and monumentation are not cadastral surveys as the 

monuments established do not create or identify land boundaries*. In 

control surveying the science of geodesy is employed to establish 

geodetic positions (latitude and longitude) at specific locations in 

order to reference the points at a precise location on the surface of 

the earth. Cadastral surveys are normally tied to the geodetic network 

but the boundaries established are controlled and identified by the 

cadastral corner monuments and not the control monuments.

Under AS 38.04.045(b) the substitution of control monumentation is 

allowed providing the monuments are placed within a two-mile radius of 

the designated staking areas. The remote parcel surveys / based on metes 

and bounds, are then tied to the control monuments to afford a geographic 

location to be placed in proper positions on the records status plats.

The control monuments serve as a means to map identify the remote surveys 

but does not provide the legal descriptions for title transfer.

The waiver of the rectangular system of surveys and substituting 

control survey monumentation.may be the most economical way for the State 

to dispose.of land, however-, the burden of costs are .transferred to the 

private entrymen which sometimes exceeds the value of small parcels 

applied for. This practice also has the undesirable side effect of 

leaving the boundaries of areas open to staking unidentified on the 

ground which in many cases requires the entryman to pay the cost of 

surveying State administrative boundaries identified by the rectangular 

survey protraction diagrams. This has the effect that although the 

rectangular system has been waived the closed boundaries around the 

staking areas are still based on the rectangular system. Many problems 

have surfaced, and are still surfacing, where parcels have been staked

outside the area identified for staking as a boundary shown on a map ...

cannot be identified on the ground, even by professional surveyors, •* 

unless properly surveyed and monumented. Some remote parcels have been 

staked in areas thatwere not even classified for disposal.



Random metes and bounds staking allows the entryman to select the 

best land but this in turn creates the problem of DMR's accountability 

and management of vacant unappropriated slivers of State land not 

staked. Numerous title problems are being encountered due to overlaps 

and mislocations of remote parcels when finally surveyed and platted.

Unlike cadastral surveys that establish sections and aliquot parts 

thereof, control monumentation is placed on the ground in designated 

areas at locations within a two-mile radius of probable staking areas 

that just serve a one-time purpose.

The costs for performing cadastral surveys and establishing horizontal
*

control stations in Alaska are significant and the monumentation 

resulting from these surveys should not serve just a single purpose in 

the disposal pf State land, but rather, the surveys and monumentation 

should be designed to serve the functional needs for all State and 

private land identification activities now and in the future, 

regardless of the funding source. .Survey regulations must be adopted 

to establish urrform standards that will insure a better utility of 

costly surveys are taken into account during the survey planning stages.

State Subdivision Surveys:

Prior to the design and subsequent staking ' State subdivisions a 

cadastral survey is normally performed, establishing the sections the 

subdivisions are situated i.n. This allows for tracking and identification 

of the remaining un-subdivided acreage within the respective sections for 

future management or disposal purposes without need for additional surveys. 

The cadastral survey (extension of the rectangular system) also provides a 

broader acreage base for,detailed soils investigations to extract more 

disposable net lot acres within a designated State subdivision.

Control Monumentation (continued)



In the past agricultural parcels have been disposed of by tracts and as 

aliquot parts descriptions based upon cadastral surveys establishing the 

sections or portions thereof. This has been an expedient and economical 

method for agricultural disposals as the basic land unit identified under 

the rectangular system are established on the ground from which title to 

tract layouts or aliquot parts can be transferred with a minimum of field 

surveys. This also increases the appraised value of the land by virtue 

of being surveyed and monumented whereby the State's costs for the 

cadastral surveys are recovered in the sales price of the’ agricultural 

parcels.

Native allotment suryeys are not provided for under State authority. The 

surveys of native allotments are the responsibility of the Bureau of Land 

Management under the 1906 Native Allotment Act. These surveys conform to 

both aliquot parts and metes and bounds descriptions depending upon the 

ailottee's ground staking or filed applications conforming to the public 

land surveys (rectangular system). Under the 1906 Act, an Alaska native 

was allowed to cl fin] up to 1.60 acres based on certain criteria, however, 

the 160 acres did not have to be contiguous and could be claimed in up to 

four (_4l separate parcels making the eventual surveys cumbersome and 

costly.

Other surveys performed by DNR that are not related to land disposals are 

various original boundary surveys for land management administrative needs. 

These include long-term lease boundaries, based on the rectangular survey 

system, for upland oil and gas leases, coal leases and various mineral 

leases. As requested, DNR also provides for the surveys of the boundaries 

of other State lands such as State Park boundaries and State Forest 

boundaries. These are also generally identified and described in 

conformance to the rectangular system based upon the conveyance from the 

Federal Government. As the population of the State continues to grow and 

the need for natural resource protection and management expands, the 

requirements for accurate ground identification and monumentation of State 

land boundaries will become more evident resulting in the recognition of 

the continuing need for a long-range State cadastral surveying program. • - •

State Subdivision Surveys (continued)



Current Homestead Offering Procedures:

Subsequent to the implementation of the homestead act in July 1984, 1t 

became apparent that there was not sufficient land available, that was 

surveyed under the rectangular system, for disposal under AS 38.09.020(b) 

(aliquot parts). In addition, in order to quickly identify land lready 

classified for disposal, some of the land to be included in homestead 

offerings did not feasibly lend themselves to the aliquot parts 

disposals by reasons of winding rivers with oxbows and desirable land 

restricted to close proximity to shore lines, or mountainous areas with 

probable staking areas confined to yalley bottoms. As a consequence, it 

was proposed that SB 375 (Title 38 rewrite) amend AS 38.09.010(b) to 

allow the waiver of a cadastral survey (rectangular system) and substitute 

control monumentation under specific conditions. This was done, which 1n 

reality reinstituted the remote parcel, survey requirements, however, the 

.. Title 38 rewrite went further, as AS 38.09.010(b) was additionally amended 

to delete the. requirement that a homestead entry be within one-mile of a 

control monument. The same language was also inserted into AS 38.04.045(b) 

which has the effect that not only the requirement that land open for 

staking be within two (2). miles of a control monument be waived, but also 

the cadastral suryey requirements for the conveyances of surface rights to 

State land can be waived. As these waivers are exercised a greater survey 

burden will be transferred to the entrymen as they will be forced to pay the 

private surveyor for more extensive survey work in order to comply with 

platting requirements for title purposes. This will materially increase the 

cost for acquiring State land under the homestead program.

As the FY '86 land offerings (and '85's not contracted) will be the

first surveyed under the Title 38 amendments (Chapter 152 SLA 1984), 

under the 1985 fiscal year budget, the following is based upon initial

Division of Land and Water Management proposals.



Current Homestead Offering Procedures (continued)

Southcentral D i s t r i c t :

I n i t i a l l y  proposed 28 homestead type d ispo sa ls . I n i t i a l l y  requested 

22 rece ive only co n t ro l monumentation, o f these, 7 were former remote 

stak ing areas so monumentation was in place to meet former s ta tu to r y  

requirements. (These were considered as no survey requ ired even though 

cadastra l survey may have been app rop r ia te in some a reas .)

A f te r discussions w ith DTS, D is t r i c t changed the type o f d isposa l 

planned and the reques t th a t 4 o the r disposa l areas rece ive on ly con tro l 

monumentation was dropped in favo r o f cadastra l surveys.

Because o f fund ing l im i t a t i o n s , not a l l o f these p ro je c ts .have been 

advertised fo r c o n t ra c t . Remaining homestead p ro je c ts to be con trac ted 

when funds become a v a i la b le  - 12. Cf those 12, Land and Water Management 

would l i k e  to con t ro l survey (ra the r than cadas tra l 1 S p r o je c t s . - ‘ I t  is 

possib le fu r t h e r ana ly s is and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f funds w i l l  a l t e r  th is  plan 

fu r th e r .

Northcentra l D i s t r i c t :

Proposed d isposa ls by homestead type e n t ry , -15, o f these , 3 were to be 
\

con tro l monumentation.

Southeast D i s t r i c t :

Two homestead type d isposa ls were proposed. One l ie s  w i th in  surveyed 

sec tions . The o the r is  to be metes and bounds parce ls surveyed from 

con tro l monumentation.

Statewide 45 homestead type disposa ls were proposed. I n i t i a l  proposals

were tha t 26 o f these rece ive on ly con t ro l monumentation.

I fee l i t  is safe to assume the percentage o f waivers o f cadastra l

surveys and even con t ro l monumentation fo r homestead.disposal areas fo r —



Current Homestead Offering Procedures (continued)

any given year w i l l  be as much re la ted to the disposa l le v e l assigned 

(acreage to be o f fe r e d ) , surveyed acreage a v a i la b le to meet the .assigned 

disposal le v e l , time ava i la b le to perform surveys when needed and 

fund ing au tho r ized to perform those surveys as i t  is to topography and 

o the r c r i t e r i a  assigned f o r  waivers.

Survey procedures u t i l i z e d  fo r the homestead program are d i r e c t l y  re la te d 

to the type o f parce l s tak ing authorized by the D iv is io n o f Land and Water 

Management under a u th o r i t y  delegated i t  by the Commissioner's O f f ic e . I f  

the parce ls are to be disposed o f by a l iq u o t p a r ts , the cadas tra l 

(re c tangu la r ) survey must be ex is t in g or c rea ted , as a l iq u o t pa rts o f a 

sec tion are a d i r e c t fu n c t io n o f the lo c a t io n o f the sec t io n and 

qua r te r -s e c t io n corners o f th a t sec t io n . U n t i l the parent parce l (the 

sec t io n ) e x is t s , the breakdown o f th a t parce l (a l iq u o t p a r ts ) does not 

e x is t and cannot be surveyed. . -

I f  the disposa l is  to be by random s tak ing (metes and bounds) en tr ie s a 

con tro l survey may s u f f i c e . Each disposal area is analyzed by techn ica l 

s t a f f  to determine whether fu tu re land management needs d ic ta te  a 

sec t io na l iz e d survey even though the d isposa l w i l l  not be by a l iq u o t pa r ts . 

Factors th a t might a f f e c t th.is de te rm ina tion are : topography; d e s i r a b i l i t y

o f ,  or in te re s t in , area; exis tence o f re c tangu la r survey in general area; 

access th a t might in d ic a te fu tu re se tt lem en t; disposal area boundaries tha t 

need to be de f in ed ; is  funding ava i la b le to a l low a more ex tens ive survey 

than requ ired fo r immediate disposal ( th a t is  can the survey be planned for 

the long-te rm ra th e r than the short- te rm bene f i ts ? ) and does the disposal 

schedule a l low time fo r a more extensive survey i f  o the r fa c to rs in d ic a te 

i t  is de s ira b le .

S tak ing procedures are ou t l in e d in the disposa l brochure fo r entrymen.



A review o f the s tak ing in s t ru c t io n s fo r Homestead No. 1 (Summer 1984

brochure) shows the fo l lo w in g :

«

1) Shape - approx imate ly square or rec tangu la r w ith s t r a ig h t boundaries 

(Note: t h i s  does not necessa r i ly mean a l iq u o t p a r ts ) .

2) Spacing - . . . must e i th e r have a common boundary w ith another 

homestead or be a t le a s t 300 fe e t from othe r homesteads . . . 300 

fo o t minimum spacing between homestead parcels does not apply when 

the homesteads are separated by t r a i l s ,  designated water bodies, or 

steep ra v in e s . (Note: A l iq u o t pa r t sec tion breakdowns do not 

u s u a l ly lend themselves to 300 fo o t dimensions o r spacing . Also 

note many areas have parcels predesignated e l im in a t in g any options 

in s ta k in g . ) .

3) Water bodies - i f  a homestead fro n ts qn a lake , r i v e r or stream, the 

s ide boundaries must.be approx imate ly perpend icu la r to the water 

f ro n ta g e , unless prevented by unusual s i t e  c o n d it io n s . (Note: This 

does not lend i t s e l f  to a l iq u o t p a r t - s t a k in g . )

The le ng th o f the side th a t f ro n ts on such a designated water body 

may no t exceed 332 o f the homestead's to ta l pe r im e te r . (Th is , too , 

bears no re la t io n s h ip  to a l iq u o t pa r t parcel la y o u t . )

4) O r ie n ta t io n  - along water bodies, side boundaries must be as close 

to pe rpend icu la r to the parcel water fron tage as po ss ib le . Where 

water fron tage or topography do not d ic ta te  the o r ie n ta t io n  o f the 

homestead, the sides o f the homestead must be o r ie n te d in the 

ca rd in a l d i r e c t io n s . The l a t t e r  pa r t o f th is  in s t r u c t io n  is an 

a ttem p t to keep the general parcel co n f ig u ra t io n as near to an 

a l iq u o t pa r t shape as poss ib le w ithou t a c tu a l ly  re q u i r in g  a l iq u o t 

pa r t s ta k in g . ) •••

The above in fo rm a t io n can be found on page 39. o f the Summer 1934 disposal

brochure . The ru les are too general to cover a l l cases, but they do imply

Current Homestead Offering Procedures (continued)



Current Homestead Offering Procedures (continued)

an in te n t to va ry from the a l iq u o t pa r t method o f d is p o s a l . Ar. 

examination o f page 31 o f the same brochure shows the fo l lo w in g :

1) Number o f homestead en tr ie s to be au tho r iz ed : 227.

2) Of those , 49 are predesignated ( th is e l im in a te s any choice on the
entryman's pa rt as to lo ca t io n or shape).

A more d e f i n i t i v e  answer to th is  question would re q u ire research ing each 

homestead o f fe r in g  to asce r ta in the s i te  s p e c i f i c  s ta k in g in s t ru c t io n s 

being app l ie d .

Remote S tak ing Problems:

The Department o f Natural Resources has taken the p o s i t io n  th a t sec t ion 

l in e  easements under AS 19.10.010 apply to a l l Pro tracted- Sections as 

depicted by the p ro t ra c t io n  diagrams covering unsurveyed areas w i th in  the 

S ta te . U n t i l such time as the sec tion l in e s are surveyed' and monumented 

on the ground, the re is  no way an entryman o r a p ro fe ss io na l surveyor, can 

id e n t i f y  w ith c e r t a in t y  the th e o re t ic a l sec t io n l in e s  du r ing the stak ing 

process or the subsequent metes and bounds, survey o f remote parce ls and 

homesteads. In a d d i t io n , the actua l sec t io n l in e s when surveyed and 

monumented on the ground, may or may not conform to the p ro t r a c t io n s .

Cnee the B.L.M. surveys the township e x te r io r boundaries , the approved

p la t o f survey superceeds the p ro t ra c t io n diagram and the fu r th e r

subd iv is io n ( s e c t io n a l iz in g ) w ith in  the township fs dependent upon the 

es tab lished township boundary monuments and not the p ro t r a c t io n  diagrams. 

This is po in ted out on ly to emphasize th a t a p la t o f survey w ith 

accompanying ground monumentation creates lega l land boundaries and not 

p ro je c t io n s dep ic ted on a map. There are o the r lega l ram if ic a t io n s to 

th is  issue th a t are not w ith in  my purview a t th is  time to address.

The 'patchwork ' o f odd ly shaped parcels are inhe ren t in any metes and 

bounds d e s c r ip t io n and lo c a t io n . The c la im an t or entrymen w i l l n a tu ra l ly  

stake and c la im on ly the best parcels o f land su ite d to in d iv id u a l de s ire s , 

topography, access and othe r c r i t e r i a  cons ide red . ' This in tu rn creates 

s l iv e r s  o f unclaimed Sta te lands tha t s t i l l  must be accounted fo r and . ........



Remote Staking Problems (continued)

managed. In areas o f un lim ited en try , i t  is  not unusual to encounter 

encroachment o f one parcel in to another th a t presents t i t l e  problems as to 

sen io r r ig h ts  among other th in g s . The i n t e g r i t y  o f the p r iv a te metes and 

bounds survey i t s e l f  is sometimes questionab le due to tra ve rs in g great 

distances in order to ob ta in the requ ired geographic t ie s  fo r co rre c t 

lo ca t io n in re la t i o n  to other parcels s i tu a te d in the general remote areas.

In my op in io n , many o f the stak ing problems assoc ia ted w fth remote lo ca t ion s 

can be e lim ina ted i f ,  as a minimum, the S ta te would survey and monument the 

e x te r io r boundaries designating any closed area open to s ta k in g . This wo. Id 

be in a d d it io n to the geodetic control'monuments to be es tab lished fo r 

po s i t io n in g and p la t t i n g  purposes. In e f f e c t ,  t h i s  would, e n ta i l a mini 

cadastra l survey as the closed boundaries a re gene ra l ly described by sec tion 

l in e s . The sec t ion and quarte r corner monuments themselves then would also 

serve as con t ro l monuments f o r lo ca t io n purposes '. '•.Uni ike the remote parcel 

disposal programs th a t were exempt from munic ipa l p la t t in g  a u th o r i t y , the new 

homestead ac t places the homestead surveys under munic ipa l p la t t in g  

regula tions, which w i l l add to the surveying and p la t t in g  requirements where 

app l ic ab le .

Id e a l ly , a cadas tra l survey should be executed in the areas fo r any and a l l 

types o f land disposa l to es.tablish a t le a s t the basic g r id o f sec tion and 

qua rte r corne r monumentation. The re s u l t in g  monumentation would serve 

m u l t ip le  land id e n t i f i c a t i o n  purposes and no t ju s t a one-time s in g le use.

The sec tion l in e  easement issue would no longer be questionab le as the 

sec tion l in e s would be estab lished and id e n t i f i a b le  on the ground. Remote 

parce ls or homesteads could be disposed o f by a l iq u o t pa r t desc r ip t io ns 

w ithou t ad d i t io n a l surveys, or random metes and bounds s tak ing could occur 

but w ith b e t te r c o n t r o l , as a t a minimum a sec t io n or qua rte r corner 

monument would be ava i la b le fo r geographic p o s i t io n s . Regardless o f disposa l 

co n f ig u ra t io n the establishment o f the re c ta ngu la r net w i l l_ a l lo w  be t te r land 

u t i l i z a t i o n  and a c c o u n ta b i l i t y  in a d d it io n to q u a l i t y  t i t l e  and less record 

keeping. Land t i t l e  based on tra c ts o r . . lo ts designated on a 'cadas tra l survey 

p la t are less cumbersome than lengthy drawn out metes and bounds desc r ip t io ns 

th a t requ ire volumes o f records and s ta tus maintenance. **;.•* .



(5. A f fe c ts o f Requirement fo r Cadastral 

Surveys fo r a l l State Land D isposals :

The requirement fo r a cadas tra l survey on a l l State lands p r io r to any 

disposa l would, in my v iew , be h ig h ly des ira b le from the standpo in t o f 

the long term bene f i ts the State would r e a l iz e . The rec tangu la r system 

o f surveys is a marvel o f s im p l i c i t y . Once the sec tion and qua rte r corner 

monuments are es tab lished on the ground, the lands can be fu r th e r d iv ided 

in to  a l iq u o t pa r ts , and thus described and id e n t i f i e d . Metes and bounds 

de sc r ip t io n s may a lso be accommodated, but in a b e t te r co n t ro l le d

 co n f ig u ra t io n w i th in  a sec t io n o f surveyed land where a l l acres are

accounted f o r . 'The market value o f surveyed land is grea te r th a n - -

unsurveyed land by reasons o f prec ise id e n t i f i c a t i o n  and a b i l i t y  to 

t ra n s fe r q u a l i t y  t i t l e .

In the pas t, the p o l ic y has been to perform the surveys o f id e n t i f i e d  disposa l 

p ro je c ts one year in advance o f the planned d ispo sa ls , p rov id ing fund in '’’ was 

a v a i la b le . This allows ample time fo r the p r iv a te con tra c t in g process and the 

f i l i n g  o f the approved p la ts o f survey in the State Recorder's O ff ice p r io r 

to disposa l o f fe r in g s . As long as th is  one year lead time can be main ta ined,

I cannot foresee any time delays th a t would be encountered in performing 

cadas tra l surveys versus con tro l type surveys.

By nature , cadas tra l surveys (re c ta ngu la r system} are more c o s t ly  than 

con tro l type surveys due to more ex tens ive l in e  running and dens ity o f 

ground monumentation. The increased cos ts incu rred by executing cadastra l 

surveys in areas id e n t i f i e d  fo r d isposa ls are o f f s e t in the long term by 

be t te r u t i l i z a t i o n  o f the basic land u n i ts  monumented and id e n t i f i e d  on the 

ground. These costs are in tu rn recovered by the State' through the sale 

and/or leas ing o f State lands.

Surveying and mapping ape fundamental se rv ice s and support programs tha t • y 

unde r l ie p r a c t i c a l l y  every Sta te endeavor beginning w ith the ownership, 

e xp lo ra t io n and development o f the lands and th e i r resources.- Meeting-the - 

requirement fo r surveys and la n d - re la te d in fo rm a t ion is c r i t i c a l fo r the 

various uses o f resources and fo r the S ta te 's soc ia l and economic well being.



Affects of Requirement (continued)

C o l le c t iv e ly  such in fo rm a t ion con t r ib u te s to the development o f a 

mu lt i -pu rpose land record system. On a broader le v e l , a t te n t io n  is focused 

on fu tu re requirements fo r na tu ra l resources and the long range ob je c t iv e s 

fo r the development, u t i l i z a t i o n  and conserva t ion o f these resources. The 

programs and coo rd ina t ion o f geodesy, cadas tra l surveying and mu lt i -pu rpose 

land records a c t i v i t i e s  plays a key ro le  in the support o f the Department's 

programs to meet these requ irements .

I t  can be assumed th a t ce r ta in  areas in Alaska w i l l  never re q u ire surveys, 

as se tt lemen t and development o f the lands may not occur,-such as 

designated w ilderness areas, c r i t i c a l h a b i ta t management apeas and parks th a t 

in c lu de g la c ie rs or high mountainous t e r r a i n . The forseeab le need fo r 

cadas tra l surveys w i l l a r ise in con junc t io n w ith se tt lemen t and the eventual 

development o f the S ta te 's na tu ra l resources and conserva t ion program- - * ~r 7  

th e re o f .
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7. Funding Received fo r Survey fo r Land 

Disposal FY '79 - FY '84 : (1,000)

D e ta i l

2,027.4 

6,480.0 

12,403.1 

11,684.8 

5,000.0 

1 ,700.0 

39,295.3

FY '79 

'80 

'81 

'82 

'83 

'84

TOTAL

Actua l funds expended on pro fess iona l
survey con trac ts FY '79 - FY '84 : $ 30,147.2

$ 39,295.3 = 100%

^  "  -30 ,147 .2 = 77% '

$ 9,148 = 23%*

* The 23% inc ludes funding fo r personal se rv ice s , t r a v e l , o the r con tra c tua l 
commodities and equipment.

Other con trac tua l included space, mining c la im backlog p ro je c t and the 
fo l lo w in g :

USGS Mapping D iv is ion $ 25.0
NASA Photo 100.0
Orthophoto Quad Production 500.0
Tanana Basin Study 200.0
Orthophoto Mapping 28.1
ALARS Operation Study 8.0
1:250,000 Status Map 15.7
USDA Homer/N in ilch ik 17.2
USDA So ils Conservation 84.0
Patenting Process 19.5
Management T ra in ing 16.5
B.L.M. Coop. 20.8
D.G.G.S. Survey Tanana Coop. 360.0
In teg ra ted Terra in Un it Mapping 400.0
Applied Cybernetics 27.4

•
$ 1,928.2

$ 1,920.2= 5%



Funding Rereived (continued)

The d i r e c t charge CIP is  se t up under c o l lo c a t io n code 10-44-07-607. A l l 
personal serv ices (100), t ra v e l (200), commodities (400), equipment (500) 
w i l l  be charged to th is  code. A l l p ro fess iona l serv ices con t ra c ts w i l l  be 
charged to 10-44-09-564. The fo l lo w in g l in e  spread has been es tab l ished in  
Juneau.

FY '85 CIP funding for surveys to accommodate land disposals are as follows:

10-44-07-607 10-44-09-564 TOTAL

100 423.3 0 423.3
200 20.0 0 20.0
300 17.6 3,015.1 Survey Contracts 3,032.7

. 400 10.0 0 10.0
__500 14.0 • ; 0 14.0

TOTAL 484.9 3,015.1 3,500.0

I t  is an t ic ip a te d th a t the to ta l $3,032.7 w i l l  be expended p r i o r to 
June, 1985 on survey con t ra c ts fo r FY '86 homestead d ispo sa ls .

General Cost Estimates fo r Contro l 
Monumentation and Cadastra l Surveys:

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  to q u a n t i f y  the cos t fo r con t ro l monumentation on a per acre 

bas is , as the to ta l acreage w i th in  a designated s tak ing area is  gene ra l ly 

never cla imed. The cos t fo r con t ro l monuments depends upon the methodology 

used fo r es ta b l is h in g the p o s i t io n s , the lo g is t i c s  and number o f monuments 

to be estab lished in a p ro je c t a rea . Past con t ra c t in g experience revea ls 

th a t con tro l monumentation costs vary from a low o f $2,500.00 .per monument 

to a high o f $6,500.00 per monument depending upon the va r ia b le s mentioned.

The costs fo r perform ing cadas tra l surveys (re c tangu la r system) in Alaska 

va r ie s according to the geographica l lo c a t io n s . Cadastral surveys in South 

Centra l Alaska cos t between $3,000.00 and $3,500.00 per m i le . As a sec t io n 

does con tro l acreage th is  equates to approx imate ly $21.00 per ac re . The costs 

fo r cadastra l surveys on the North Slope w i l l  average about $25.00 per 

acre due to increased lo g i s t i c s .  The costs are a lso higher in  Southeast 

Alaska averageing $4,500.00 to $5,000.00 per m ile due to dense timber and -- ? • 

rough te r r a in . The cos ts the re w i l l  average $30.00 per acre surveyed. •
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The fo l low in g l i s t  id e n t i f i e s  sp e c i f ic disposal p ro jec ts along 
costs fo r c o n t ra c t in g the various surveys.

8. General Cost Estimates (continued)

P ro jec ts Advertised in FY '84

Cost

S ubd iv is ions :

Aspenwocd

Kings River i •_ 

Mart in • •

Summit Lake

Upper George I n le t

Yakutat

74,000

68,200

209,200

83,700

18,200

83,800

Gross Acres

320 

160 

.1,440 

1,000 

2,240 

1,280

TOTALS $ 637,000 5,440

Cadas tra l:

Cascade Creek 

Goldstream 

Lynx Lake 

South Lake Louise

Remotes:

B ly ing Sound 

Rainbow Lake 

Teklanika

TOTALS

141,900 

255,100 

44,200 

79,500 

$ 520,101

1,622

6,140

880

3,840

12,482

TOTALS

125,000 

17,500 

24,700 

$ 167,200

Carry-Over Large Lot Cadastra l

with the

Net Acres

250 

81 

1,000 

• 100 

150 

300 

1,881

Hut!i takwa 64,400 3,114 1 ,158



I hope th is  response s u f f i c i e n t l y  covers a l l items o f your in q u i r y , however i f  

a d d i t io n a l in fo rm a t ion or c l a r i f i c a t i o n  is needed please fee l free to con tac t me.

S in ce re ly ,

Attachments: Three (31
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A BILL (TITLE 33)

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to land surveys."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

AS 38 .0 4. 04 5( b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b> Be fo re th e c o n v e y a n c e  of s u r f a c e  r i g h t s  to st at e land, an 

official cadastral s u r v e y  shall be a c c o m p l i s h e d , u n le ss a 

comparable, a c c e p t a b l e  s u r v e y  e i x s t s  that h a s  been c o nd uc te d  by 

the federal B u r e a u  of L a n d  Management. Th e r e c t a n g u l a r  su rv ey 

sect ion co rn e r p o s i t i o n s  shall be m o n u m e n t e d  and shown on a 

cadastral s u r v e y  plat a p p r o v e d  by the state. CHQWEVER, FOR 

T H O S E  AR EA S WH E R E  T H E  S T A T E  M A Y  WISH TO C O N V E Y  S U R F A C E  E S TA T E 

O U T S I D E  OF AN O F F I C I A L  C A D A S T R A L  SU RV EY GRID, THE D I R E C T O R  MAY 

W A I V E  M O N U M E N T A T I O N  OF ALL IN DI V I D U A L  S E C T I O N  C O R N E R  P O S I T I O N S  

AND S U B S T I T U T E  AN O F F I C I A L  C O N T R O L  S U RV EY W I T H C O NT RO L  PO IN TS 

B E I N G  M O N U M E N T E D  AN D S H O W N  O N  C O NT R O L SU RV EY P L AT S A P P R O V E D  BY 

T H E  STATE. NO P O R T I O N  OF L A N D  TO BE C O N V E Y E D  MAY BE L O C A T E D  

MORE TH AN TWO MI L E S  F R O M  S U C H  A SU RV EY C O N T R O L  M O N U M E N T  E X C E P T  

T H AT THE C O M M I S S I O N E R  M A Y  W A I V E  THIS R E Q U I R E M E N T  ON A D E T E R M I N A T I O N  

THAT T O P O G R A P H I C  FE AT UR ES , D I F F U S E  SE TT LE ME NT , OR THE P U BL I C 

INTE REST DC NO T J U ST IF Y T H E  R E Q U I R E M E N T . 1 Th e lota and tracts 

in state s u b d i v i s i o n s  shall be m o n u m e n t e d  and the cadastral 

su rv ey and p l a t s  for the s u b d i v i s i o n  shall be approved by the 

state- Wh er e land is l o c a t e d  within a m u n i c i p a l i t y  with 

planning, p l a t t i n g  and z o n i n g  power's, p l a t s  for state 

subd i v is io ns  shall c o m p l y  with local o r d i n a n c e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  

in the s a m e  m a n n er and to the same ex t e n t as p l a t s  for 

s u b d i v is io ns by other la ndowners. State s u b d i v i s i o n s  shall be 

filed in the d i st r i ct r e c o r d e r s  office. The r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this 

sect ion do not a p p 1y to land made a v ai la bl e  th ro u g h a cabin 

permit svst. f r., material sales, or s h o r t - t e r m  leases: however, 

for si.o" t - te rm  leasee the l e s s e e  must c o m p l y  with local 

su b d iv is io n  o r d i n a n c e s  u n l e s s  wa iv ed bv th e m u n i c i p a l : t v

■



AS 3 8 . 0 9 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

DE S I G N A T I O N  OF L A N D  FO R H O M E S T E A D  ENTRY. (a' The 

c o m m is s i on er shall d e s i c c a t e  and make a v a i l a b l e  for n c m e s t e a d  

entr y state land, in c l u d in g land c l as s i f i ed fcr agri cu lt ur a l 

use. State land m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  for h o m e s t e a d  en t r y under t his 

chapter shall be d i s t r i b u t e d  t h ro u g h o ut t h e  state.

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall c o m p l e t e  a c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  of 

homestead e n t r y  s t at e  land u n de r AS 3 8 . 0 4 . 0 4 5  b e f o re  d i s p o s i n g  

of state land for h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  [BUT THE C O M M I S S I O N E R  M A Y

WAIV E THE C A D A S T R A L  SU RV EY ON A D E T E R M I N A T I O N  THAT T O P O G R A P H I C  

FEATURES, D I F F U S E  S E T T L E M E N T  OR THE P U B L I C  I N T E R E S T  DO NO T  

JUSTIFY OF: R E Q U I R E  THE C A D A S T R A L  SURVEY]. H o m e s t e a d e n t ry 

marc els shall be all p u o r. ca r t s  e x cepting w h e n  practical a n d 

1 s p a 1 _a cc e as ex is ts a d j o i n i n g  an y p arcel b o u n d a r y  or is a s s u red 

t n r o u e h a d !anned d e s i g n ated r o u t e .

(c) Notice of tbs d e s i g n a t i o n  and of fe r i ng of land for 

homestead e n t r y  shall be g i v e n  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  u n de r AS 

38.05.945.

(d> Land d e s i g n a t e d  for h o m e s t e a d  entry is not subject to a 

pr ef erence right un d e r AS 38.05.

(e> The c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall p r e s c r i b e  a h o m e s t e a d  en t r y  

pr o cedure fcr each area d e s i g n a t e d  under (a) of this section.

The ho me st ea d e n t r y  p r o c e d u r e  shall es t a b l i s h

(1) the m i n i m u m  d i s t an ce b e t w e e n  ho me st e a d  e n t r i e s  in the area:

(2> the d i m e ns io ns ,  c o n f i g u r a t i o n , o r i e n t a t i o n  or other de si gn

r e cu ir e m e n ts  far a h o m e s t e a d  en t r y  in the

under procedures specified by ordinance.



(3) s. desr'ipTion. of lane? w i t h i n  the area t h at  may net ne 

included in a h o mestead entry;

(4) a r e q u i r e m e n t  that a landmark, mo n u m e n t  or ot h e r p o in t  be 

used as a p o i n t  of r e f e r e n c e  for the m e a s u r e m e n t  of d i s t a n c e s

within an area:

(3) a s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of the type of stakes t o  be used to mark 

th e corners of h o m e s t e a d  entry:

(6) the t i m e w i t h i n  which a ho me s t e a d e n t r y  m ust be staked.

(f) ThE c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall es ta b l is h the m a x i m u m  s i c e  of a 

homestead e n t r y  that may be se l e c t e d  in e a c h  a r e a d e si g n a t e d  

under (a) of t h i s  se ct io n exce pt that the c o m m i s s i o n e r  may no t

p e rm it an e n t r y  on mo re than

(1) 160 a c r e s  of land cl a s s i f i e d  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  use: or

(2> 40 acre s of land not c l a s s i f i e d  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  use.

(g) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  may limit the number of p e r s o n s  p e r m i t t a d  

to stake h o m e s t e a d  en t r i e s w i t h in an area d e s i g n a t e d  un de r (a) 

of this se c t io n by a l ottery of qu al if ie d a p o l i c a n t s .

AS 3S.09.020 is am e n de d to read:

Sec. 33.09.020.. H O M E S T E A D  E N T R Y  PERMITS. (a) A h o m e s t e a d  

entry permit e n t i t l e s  an ao nl ic an t to enter land within an ar ea 

designated u n d e r  AS 3S . 0 9 . 0 1 0  and to [ S U R V E Y , 3 occupy, and 

im pr ove the l a n d  in order to q u a l i f y  for a p a t e n t  un de r this 

chapter.

(b) An ap p l i c a n t  for a h o me st ea d  e n t r y  p e r m i t  shall p e r s o n a l l y  

st ak e the c o r n e r s  and flag the boun da ri e s of t h e  land e n t e r e d  unde r

!** i iz rh i\p I*. ■??'*’ *ti~..1 I ir3j~ ?r>c1 n £\ 1 1 v ^ i 1 i »i ̂ -j- r » c p t ! ” •7
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d e s c r i b e d  by al iq u o t  o a r t s ^  CUNLES O T H E R W I S E  P E R M I T T E D  BY 

TH E C O M M I S S I O N E R . 3

AS 3 S . 0 9 . 0 4 0  is a m e n d e d to read:

Sec. 38.0 9. 040. R E V O C A T I O N  OF E N T R Y  PERMIT S. (a) A h o m e s t e a d  

e n t r y  pe rm i t m a y . b e  r e vo ke d b y  th e c o m m i s s i o n e r  tor any s ubstantial 

b r e a c h  of the p e rm it  c o n d i t i o n s  or the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of this chapter, 

in c l ud in g

(1) an as si gn me nt , co nv ey an c e , or t r a n s f e r  of the permit not

au t h o r i c e d  u n de r AS 38 . 0 9. 03 0( c ):

\2' failure- of the pe rm it h o l d e r  to submit l A PLAT OF S URVEY! 

an a l i q u ot carts d e s r r i o t i o n  cf t h e  h o m e s t ead e n tr y tc t.hE 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  w i th in  two v e ar s af te r th e  i s s u a n ce of the p e r m i t  or 

unde r (b) of t h is  section;

(3) f a i l u r e  of the pe r m it  h o l d e r  to er ec t a d w e l l i n g  in the time 

r e q u i r e d  under A;S 3B. 0 9 . 0 5 0  (a) , ex ce pt that if the commi ssi oner 

finds that the d w e l l i n g  has been n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e d  and p r o g r e s s  

t o w a r d  c o m p l e t i o n  is be i n g m a d e  at the e x p i r a t i o n  of the time 

re q uired, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e x t e n d  t h e  t i m e  r e qu ir e d for 

c o m p l e t i o n  for not m o r e  than on e year:

(4) f a i l u r e  to b r u s h the b o u n d a r i e s  of the land within 90 d a ys  

after issuance- of the h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  permit:

f a i l u r e  to cl ea r and e i t h e r  put into p r o d u c t i o n  or p r e p a r e  fcr 

c u l t i v a t i o n  25 pe r c en t of the land c l a s s i f i e d  for ag ri cu lt ur al use 

w i t h i n  f ive ye ars after the i s s u a n c e  of the permit.

L' (b ) IF THE C O M M I S S I O N E R  D E T E R M I N E S  THAT A P E R M I T  H O L D E R  HA S MADE

A CTJOP F AI t u  EFFORT TO O.'TATM PLAT OF SURVEY. THE COMMISSIONER MAY

fWw.i. 'Jj&L



E X T E N D  T H E  T I M E  RECvJIRED F O R  C O M P L E T I O N  OF T H E  F L A T  0- S U R V E Y  t- OF 

NOT M O R E T H A N  THREE Y E A R S  A F T E R  THE IS SUANCE OF THE PERMIT .!

(c) If a h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  p e rm it is re vo ke d  under (a) of this 

section, i m p r o v e m e n t s  or p e r s o n s ’ p r o o e r t v  upon the land snail be

m a n a g e d  u n d e r  AS  3 S . 0 5 . 0 9 0  and t h e  s t a t e  land r e m a i n s  a v a i l a b l e  for 

h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  u n d e r  t h i s  cha p t e r .

AS 3 3 . 0 9 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 3 8 . 0 9 . 0 5 0 .  I S S U A N C E  O F  P A T E N T .  (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

shall is su e a pa te nt to h o m e s t e a d  en tr y land if the p e r m i t  h o l d e r

(1) r e s i d e s  and l i v e s  on t h e  h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  land for not l e s s  

t h a n  2 5  m o n t h s  w i t h i n  f i v e  '/ears a f t e r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of t h e  h o m e s t e a d

e n t - y  p e r m i t :

(2> rC O M P L E T E S  AN  A P P R O V E D  S U R V E Y !  s u b m i t s  an alicu.pt c a r t s

d e s o r i o t i o n  of the l a n d  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of t h e

p e r m i t  or u n d e r  AS 3B. 09. 0 4 0  'Id ) ;

(3) e r e c t s  a h a b i t a b l e ,  p e r m a n e n t  d w e l l i n g  on t h e  h o m e s t e a d  w i t h i n  

t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of t h e  h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  p e r m i t ;

(4) b r u s h e s  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of t h e  land w i t h i n  90 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  

i s s u a n c e  of t h e  p e r mit;

(5) c l e a r s  and e i t h e r  p u t s  intc- p r o d u c t i o n  or p r e p a r e s  for c u l t i­

va t i o n  e i t h e r  .33 poi-rent of the land c l a s s i f i e d  for a g r i c u l t u r a l

u s e  or 5 0  p e r c e n t  of t h e  l a n d  h a v i n g  c l ass JI or III roils, w h i c h e v e r  

is less, w i t h i n  f i v e  v e a r s  a f t e r  i s s u a n c e  of the oermit.

(Li) N o t h i n g  ir t h i s  c h a p t e r  p r o h i b i t s  a h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  o e r m i t  h o l d e r  

f r o m  r e s i d i n g  in a t e m p o r a r y  d w e l l i n g  on the h o m e s t e a d  b e f o r e

o'--'-i r-n a s th~ permanent dweJlino.
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RE: AS 3 8 . 0 4 . 0 4 5 ( b ) .  r e c t a n g u l a r  s u r v e y  s e c t i o n  c o r n e r  D o s i t i o n s  

will b e  m o n u m e n t e d  a n d  s h o w n  or. a p l a t  p r i o r  to c o n v e y a n c e  o-f 

s u r f a c e  r i g h t s  to s t a t e  lands. M e t e s  and b o u n d s  s u r v e y s  t i e d  to 

cont r o l  m o n u m e n t s  will no 1o n a e r  be a l l o w e d .

SYNOPSIS OF RESULTS OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO AS 3B

Rt: AS  3 S . C 9 . 0 1 0 ,  h o m e s t e a d  e n t r y  p a r c e l s  will be a l i q u o t  p a r t s  

o-f s e c t i o n s  m o n u m e n t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS  3 3 . 0 4 . 0 4 5 ( b ) ,  e x c e p t  

w h e n  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  legal a c c e s s  e x i s t s  a d j o i n i n g  a b o u n d a r y  or 

t h r o u g h  a desigr.s.ted route. S u c h  a c c e s s  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  p u b l i c  

r o a d s  and r o a d s  c r e a t e d  in p l a t t e d  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  A c c e s s  t o  

aliciuot p a r t s  p a r c e l s  is i n s u r e d  b y  AS  3 3 . |‘,4.050.

F;E: A ?  38*09.020. s i n c e  s e c t i o n  c o r n e r  p o s i t i o n s  will b s  m o n u m e n t e d  

and p l a t t e d  p r o r  to c o n v e y a n c e  (AS 3 S . 0 4 . 0 4 5 (b)). and h o m e s t e a d  

e n t - v  p a r c e l s  will e a l i o u o t  p a r t s  of t h o s e  s e c t i o n  (A5 3S.09.010),

t h e  S t a t e  s h o u l d  not r e q u i r e  an a c o i i c a n t  t o  sur a v  the land. The

a l i q u o t  p a r t s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  m o n u m e n t e d  s e c t i o n  prov: d e s  a

c n m o l e  is- csscr: n t i p r  c*~ earn u n i q u e  pa r c e l  , wi t h  no sr.cumt ~ance of

•3urrr.udi nc 1 ends.

R'E: AS 3 3 . 0 9 . 0 4 0 ( a ) ( 2 ) ,  an a l i q u o t  p a r t s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the h o m e­

s t e a d  entry, a l o n g  w i t h  the pl a t  p r e p a r e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  wi t h  AS 

3 3 . 0 4 . 0 4 5 ( b ) ,  will e l i m i n a t e  t h e  n e e d  for a pl a t  of s u r v e y  

p r e p a r e d  t v  t h e  p e r m i t  h o l der.
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F:E: AS 3 5 . 0 9 . 0 4 0 ( b ) .  c i r c s  a p l a t  o-f s u r v e y  w o u l d  not. be r e q u i r e d ,  

t h e  n e e d  -for t i m e  e x t e n s i o n s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p l a t  o-f s u r v e y  is 

e l i m i n a t e d .

F:~: AS 3S. 0 9 . 0 5 0  (a) (2> , again, t h e  a l i q u o t  D a r t s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o-f a 

parcel w i t h i n  a m o n u m e n t e d  and p l a t t e d  s e c t i o n  e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  n e e d  

-for an a p p l i c a n t  to ob ta in a.n so D r o v e d  s u r v e y  -for i s s u a n c e  o-f a 

oatent.
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H o n o r a b l e  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
Al a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
R o o m  508, S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

W e  are p l e a s e d  that S e n a t e  Bill 135 has b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  b u t  as 
y o u  are a w a r e ,  this b i l l  l e a v e s  m u c h  to be d e s i r e d  f r o m  o u r  p o i n t  
of view. H o u s e  Bill 170 is m u c h  p r e f e r r e d .

W e  s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  that T i t l e  38 can a n d  s h o u l d  be r e - w r i t t e n  to 
p r o v i d e  f o r  a s u s t a i n e d  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  p r o g r a m  to p r o p e r l y  
m a n a g e  a n d  d i s p o s e  o f  s t a t e  l a n d s .  W e  a l s o  f e e l  t h i s  c a n  be 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  a b u d g e t  i n c r e a s e  for DNR. T h e r e  w i l l  be 
no m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t i m e  to i m p l e m e n t  this l e g i s l a t i o n  for the 
b e n e f i t  of all r e s i d e n t s  of Alaska.

It w a s  a s i n c e r e  p l e a s u r e  to m e e t  w i t h  y o u  in J u n e a u  s e v e r a l  
w e e k s  ago. T h a n k  y o u  for m a k i n g  t i m e  in y o u r  b u s y  s c h e d u l e  to 
l i s t e n  to our p r e s e n t a t i o n .

Ve r y  t r u l y  yours,

R o b e r t  M. S c h w e i t z e r ,  L.S. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  for
A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  of P h o t o g r a m m e t r y , 
A l a s k a  R e g i o n

R M S / m f
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IN THE SENATE
EY FAKRENK, 
BY R E Q U E S T

SENATE B I L L  NO. /«3S 

IN THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEG ISLATURE - F IR S T  SESSION

A B I L L

Fo r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e la t i n g  to  land s u r v e y s ;  and p ro v id in g  1

an e f f e c t i v e  d a te ."

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t io n  1. AS 34 i s  amended by adding a new chap te r to  read:

CHAPTER 65. LAND SURVEYS.

Sec . 34 .65 .010. PURPOSE. The purpose o f t h i s  cha p te r  i s  

a u t h o r iz e  r i g h t  o f  e n t r y  on land  f o r  c e r t a i n  su rve y  p u rp o se s ,  and 

p ro v id e  a method f o r  p r e s e r v in g  e v id ence  o f land s u r v e y s  by f i l i  

r e co rd s  o f  su rve y  and monument r e c o rd s .

Se c . 34 .65 .020. ENTRY UPON LAND BY PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR!

(a ) A f te r  g iv in g  n o t i c e ,  a land su rv e y o r  or an employee o f a la : 

s u r v e y o r  may e n te r  p u b l i c  o r p r iv a te  land  or water i n  the  s ta te  on!
i

to  o ccup y , lo c a te ,  r e lo c a t e ,  i n s t a l l ,  o r rep la ce  su rve y  monuments : 

the  p ro ce s s  o f l o c a t i n g  r e a l  e s ta te  boundar ie s  and d e te rm in in g  gee 

d e t i c  p o s i t i o n s .

(b ) T h i s  s e c t i o n  does n o t  p e rm it  e n t ry  on p u b l i c  o r p r iv a te  la r  

or w a ter to  perform  an e n g in e e r in g ,  d e s ig n ,  o r  topog raph ic  s u r v e y .

( c )  T h i s  s e c t i o n  does n o t  a u t h o r iz e  any u n ne ce ssa ry  i n t e r f e r e n c  

w i t h  p r iv a te  r i g h t s .

(d ) A land s u r v e y o r  o r  an employee o f a land su r v e y o r  i s  l i a b l

to  the  landowner o n ly  f o r  a c t u a l  damages.

(e ) The a t to r n e y  genera l may b r in g  an a c t io n  i n  the  name of t h

s ta te  to  r e s t r a i n  and p re ve n t  the  o b s t r u c t i o n  of e n t r v  under (a ) o.

t h i s  s e c t i o n .



(f) As used in this section, "notice" means written notice

\Zejz5o^

-therẑ fcme=-an-d date — a € ~ entry to

(4-> th-e—1-and o wn o r—erf- record—postmarked not barter—thaii
hnnr-s— b-ufuiu en tr y ; aind

(2) an occupant of the land at any time before entry.

Sec. 3A.65.030. RECORDS Of SURVEY. After making a survey :

conformity with the practice and definition of land surveying, a la* 

surveyor shall file with the district recorder a record of the surv- 

if the survey discloses

(1) material evidence or physical change that in whole c 

in part does not appear on a plat of record previously filed in tl 

office of the district recorder or in the records of the Bureau c 

Land Management;

(2) a material discrepancy with a plat of record previous! 

filed in the office of the district recorder or in the records of tr 

Bureau of Land Management; or

(3) evidence that by reasonable analysis might result i

alternate positions of boundaries from those of record.

Sec. 34.65.040. RECORDS OF MONUMENT. (a) A land surveyor wh

in the course of a survey establishes, reestablishes, uses as control 

or restores a monument to make it readily identifiable or reasonabl 

durable shall file a monument record, unless the monument and it 

accessories are substantially as described in a monument record file 

under this chapter or on a survey plat of record.

(b) A person or agency whose activities will disturb or destrc 

a monument or its accessories shall have a land surveyor

(!) file a monument record before the monument or in

accessories are disturbed or desrroved;

(2) restore or replace the monument and its accesscrie
  _______



i . u i u \  u i\ _ n r  i r v u r j v  uru-vi:

a f t e r  the a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  ceased; and

(3) file a n e w  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  after r e s t o r i n g  or replaci: 

the m o n u m e n t  or its a c c e s s o r i e s .

(c) A  land s u r v e y o r  m a y  file a m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  f or any monument

(d) A  l a n d  s u r v e y o r  w h o  is r e q u i r e d  to file a m o n u m e n t  reco: 

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  shall do so w i t h i n  90 days of the c o m p l e t i o n  of d  

s u r v e y  or of the e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  r e e s t a blishme nt, or r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  i 

a m o n u m e n t .

(e ) A  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  shall be signed and s e a l e d  b y  the la: 

s u r v e y o r  r e s p o n s i b l e  for the survey.

Sec. 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 5 0 .  W H E N  R E C O R D  OF SURVEY IS N O T  R E Q U I R E D .  A  reco: 

of s u r v e y  is n o t  r e q u i r e d  w h e n  a p l a t  of the survey has b e e n  f i l e d  < 

w i l l  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  IS m o n t h s  a fter the field s u r v e y  is complet ed.

Sec. 34.65. 0 6 0 .  D U T I E S  OF T H E  CO MMISSIONER.  (a) The cocmis 

si o n e r  shall a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to imp lement this chapter.

(b) T he c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall p r o v i d e d  a stan dard f o r m  for a 5H5c*s&»

m o n u m e n t  record.

Sec. 34.65.070. D U T I E S  OF T H E  D I S T R I C T  R E C O RDER. (a) Upr 

r e q u e s t  the d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  shall p r ovide a copy of a mor.uner. 

r e c o r d  or a copy of a r e c o r d  of survey to the m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  for th 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  in w h i c h  the m o n u m e n t  or survey is located.

(b) The d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  shall keep a p r o p e r  inde:-: of n c n u n e n  

r e c ords and r e c o r d s  of survey.

(c) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e s t a b l i s h  a fee for s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e  

by a d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  u n d e r  this section.

Sec. 34.65.100. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c h apter

(1) " a c c e s s o r y "  mean s ph ysical e v i d e n c e  a d j a c e n t  to

m o n u m e n t  used  fcr the future i d e n t i f i c c t i c n  and r e s t o r a t i o n  cf

m o n u m e n t ;



(2 ) " c o m m is s io n e r "  means the  co m m is s io n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r

s o u r c e s ;

(3 ) " la n d  s u r v e y o r "  means a p r o f e s s io n a l  land  survey ,

l i c e n s e d  und e r  AS 08.48;

h ) "monument" means

(A ) a U n i te d  S ta te s  p u b l i c  land  su rv e y  monument;

(B )  an A la ska  s ta t e  land su rve y  p r im a ry  monument;

(C) an e x te r io r  p r im a ry  monument c o n t r o l l i n g  l  r- 

corded s u r v e y ;

(5 ) "U n i te d  S ta te s  p u b l i c  land su rve y  monument"

(A ) means a su rv e y  monument e s ta b l i s h e d  i n  a cadastre 

su rve y  by th e  3ureau o f Land Management or i t s  p re d e ce s so r ;

(B )  i n c l u d e s  a monument i n  a U n i te d  S ta te s  specie 

su rv e y  and U n i te d  S ta te s  m in e r a l  su rve y  t h a t  i s  a p a rt o f  tr 

p u b l i c  land  re co rd s  o f  the  Bureau of Land Management.

* Sec .  2.  T h i s  A c t  ta ke s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1985.
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1 IN T H E  H O U S E  A N D  P E A R C E

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 170

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A ct e n t i t l e d :  " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to land s u r v e y s . "

7 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

8 *  S e c t i o n  1. A S  34 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

9 C H A P T E R  65. L A N D  S U R V E Y S .

10 Sec. 34 . 6 5 . 0 1 0 .  P U R P O S E .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of  this c h a p t e r  is to

11 a u t h o r i z e  r’ght of e n t r y  o n  l a n d  for s u r v e y  p u r p o s e s ,  a nd to p r o v i d e  a

12 m e t h o d  for r e s e r v i n g  e v i d e n c e  of land s u r v e y s  by f i l i n g  r e c o r d s  of

13 s u r v e y  and m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d s .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h i s  c h a p t e r  s u p p l e -

14 m e n t  laws r e l a t i n g  to l a n d  s u r v e y  p l a t t i n g  a n d  s u b d i v i s i o n  s u r v e y s .

15 Sec. 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 2 0 .  E N T R Y  U P O N  L A N D  B Y  P R O F E S S I O N A L  L A N D  S U R V E Y O R S .

16 (a) A  l and s u r v e y o r  or  a n  e m p l o y e e  of a l a n d  s u r v e y o r  m a y  e n t e r

17 p u b l . c  or  p r i v a t e  land or  w a t e r  in  the s t a t e  o n l y  to o c c u p y ,  locate,

18 r e l o c a t e ,  insta l l ,  or  r e p l a c e  s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t s ,  to l o c a t e  b o u n d a r i e s ,

19 d e t e r m i n e  g e o d e t i c  p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d  to m a k e  s u r v e y s  a n d  maps.

20 (b) A  l a n d  s u r v e y o r  o r  an  e m p l o y e e  of a l and s u r v e y o r  is l i a b l e

21 to the l a n d o w n e r  o nly f or a c t u a l  d a m a g e s .

22 (c) T he a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  m a y  b r i n g  an a c t i o n  in the n a m e  of the

23 s t a t e  to r e s t r a i n  a nd p r e v e n t  the o b s t r u c t i o n  of e n t r y  u n d e r  (a) of

24 this section.

25 Sec. 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 3 0 .  R E C O R D S  O F  S U R VEY. (a) A f t e r  m a k i n g  a s u r v e y

26 in c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  the p r a c t i c e  an d  d e f i n i t i o n  of l a n d  s u r v e y i n g ,  a

27 land s u r v e y o r  s h a l l  file w i t h  the d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  a r e c o r d  of the

28 s u r v e y  w i t h i n  90 d a y s  if the s u r v e y  d i s c l o s e s

29 (1) m a t e r i a l  e v i d e n c e  or  p h y s i c a l  c h a n g e  that in w h o l e  or

-1- HB 170
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1 i n  p a r t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  on a p l a t  o f  r e c o r d  p r e v i o u s l y  f i l e d  i n  t h e

2 o f f i c e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  o r  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f

3 Land  M a n a g e m e n t ;

4 ( 2 )  a m a t e r i a l  d i s c r e p a n c y  w i t h  a p l a t  o f  r e c o r d  p r e v i o u s l y

5 f i l e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  o r  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e

6 B u r e a u  o f  L and  M a n a g e m e n t ;  o r

7 ( 3 )  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  by  r e a s o n a b l e  a n a l y s i s  m i g h t  r e s u l t  i n

8 a l t e r n a t e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  b o u n d a r i e s  f r o m  t h o s e  o f  r e c o r d .

9 ( b )  A l a n d  s u r v e y o r  who i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a s u r v e y  e s t a b l i s h e s ,

*0 r e e s t a b l i s h e s ,  u s e s  a s  c o n t r o l ,  o r  r e s t o r e s  a  monument  t o  make  i t

11 r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  o r  r e a s o n a b l y  d u r a b l e  s h a l l  f i l e  a  monument

12 r e c o r d ,  u n l e s s  t h e  monument  a n d  i t s  a c c e s s o r i e s  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a s

13 d e s c r i b e d  i n  a monument  r e c o r d  f i l e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  on  a s u r v e y

14 p l a t  o f  r e c o r d .

15 ( c )  A p e r s o n  o r  a g e n c y  w ho se  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  d i s t u r b  o r  d e s t r o y

16 a monument  o r  i t s  a c c e s s o r i e s  s h a l l  h a v e  a  l a n d  s u r v e y o r

17 ( 1 )  f i l e  a  monument  r e c o r d  b e f o r e  t h e  monument  o r  i t s

18 a c c e s s o r i e s  ar e  d i s t u r b e d  or d e s t r o y e d ;

19 ( 2 )  r e s t o r e  o r  r e p l a c e  t h e  monument  a n d  i t s  a c c e s s o r i e s

20 a f t e r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  c e a s e d ;  a n d

21 ( 3 )  f i l e  a new monument  r e c o r d  a f t e r  r e s t o r i n g  o r  r e p l a c i n g

’.2 t h e  monument  o r  i t s  a c c e s s o r i e s .

?3 ( d )  A l a n d  s u r v e y o r  may f i l e  a  monument  r e c o r d  f o r  any  m onum ent .

24 ( ; )  A l a n d  s u r v e y o r  who i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  f i l e  a monument  r e c o r d

25 u n d e r  " h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  do  s o  w i t h i n  90 d a y s  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e

26 s u r v e y  o r  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t , r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f

27 a mon ume nt .

28 (f) A m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  s h a l l  be s i g n e d  and s e a l e d  by the land

29 s u r v e y o r  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s u r v e y .
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1 S e c .  3 4 . 6 5 . 0 4 0 .  WHEN RECORD OF SURVEY I S  NOT REQUIRED. A r e c o r d

2 o f  s u r v e y  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a  s u r v e y

3 ( I )  made  by  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t ;

4 ( 2 )  when a p l a t  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  c r  w i l l  be

5 f i l e d  w i t h i n  18 m o n t h s  o f  t h e  f i e l d  s u r v e y .

6 S r  ' r 0 5 0 .  DUTIES OF THE COMMISSIONER. ( a )  The commis-

7 s i o n e r  . a o ^ l  „ d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

8 ( b )  The  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e d  a  s t a n d a r d  f o r m  f o r  a r e c o r d

9 o f  s u r v e y .

10 S e c .  3 4 . 6 5 . 0 6 0 .  DUTIES OF THE DISTRICT RECORDER. ( a )  The

1 d i s t r : c t  r e c o r d e r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a  co py  o f  a  monument r e c o r d  o r  a  co py

12 o f  a  r e c o r d  o f  s u r v e y  t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  f o r  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i n

13 w h i c h  t h e  monument  o r  s u r v e y  i s  l o c a t e d .

14 ( b )  The  d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  s h a l l  k e e p  a p r o p e r  i n d e x  o f  monument

15 r e c o r d s  a n d  r e c o r d s  o f  s u r v e y  by t h e  s u r v e y  n a m e ,  t r a c t  d e s i g n a t i o n ,

16 s u b d i v i s i o n  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  o r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p u b l i c  l a n d  d e s i g n a t i o n .

17 S e c .  3 4 . 6 5 . 0 7 0 .  DEFINITIONS.  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r

18 ( 1 )  " a c c e s s o r y "  me ans  p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e  a d j a c e n t  t o  a

.. 19 monument  u s e d  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  a

20 m onu m en t ;

21 ( 2 )  " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m eans  : h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e -

22 s o u r c e s ;

23 ( 3 )  " l a n d  s u r v e y o r "  m eans  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  l a n d  s u r v e y o r

24 l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 4 8 ;

25 ( 4 )  "m onument "  means

26 (A) a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p u b l i c  l a n d  s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t ;

27 (B)  a n  A l a s k a  s t a t e  l a n d  s u r v e y  p r i m a r y  m on u m en t ;

28 (C) a n  e x t e r i o r  p r i m a r y  monument c o n t r o l l i n g  a r e -

29 c o r d e d  s u r v e y ;



1 ( 5 )  " U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p u b l i c  l a n d  s u r v e y  monument"

2 (A) m e a n s  a s u r v e y  monument  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a  c a d a s t r a l

3 s u r v e y  by  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L and  M an ag em en t  o r  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r ;

4 (B)  i n c l u d e s  a monument  i n  a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s p e c i a l

5 s u r v e y  a n d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m i n e r a l  s u r v e y  t h a t  i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e

6 p u b l i c  l a n d  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t .

HB 170 - 4 -

I .... ... ■■ ■: ; ___________



* < SENATOR
A RLISS  STU R G U LEW SK I glastea ££>tate Hegtelature

2957 SHELDON JACKSON 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99508 
SENATE D ISTRICT F. SEAT A

While in Juneiu
POUCH V 

JUNEAU. ALASKA W8II 
(907) tf5-J8!8

J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1985
S e n a t e

M r .  C . A .  ( B u d )  H e r s c h b a c h  
C h a i r m a n ,  A l a s k a  S e c t i o n
A m e r i c a n  C o n g r e s s  o n  S u r v e y i n g  a n d  M a p p i n g  
P . O .  Box 376  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0

D e a r  Bu d:

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  a n d  t h e  c o p y  o f  d r a f t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I ' l l  l o o k  
f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u  o n  T h u r s d a y  t h e  2 4 t h  a t  8 : 0 0  a . m .  i n  my o f f i c e .

As y o u  h a v e  h a d  n u m e r o u s  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p  r e  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  I ' l l  c h e c k  r e g a r d i n g  h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .

K i n d e s t  p e r s o n a l  r e g a r d s ,

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

4
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^Z/^-XX^ tG?-*Js 6~f~ yfc&stj+*c+f*y frs-tjs ^ynJtSf^S^ri-' I y p C s  s^trr-P^yjLu t

ytxle^s 4X^^cyicJ2 <vruur*sl*-rt-' As s-r^~H*sC*S'

^ / £  ^ y s u x ^ d  £st/*%s*Ljj£s(L*ts 'rfLroslb+'i+s st/i^ j b x s* s

&4s as .s&Cts ^styicsS' -^~tstsf' £&xs*j&*xyLxis£s AUts^cxrt<4J,

susul/ - £ ^ * s  ^  ~t*tf~rXsU,j£i*y ^ i ^ c x ^ L l x u  st-̂ s

(̂j/sisUrisUa*uiJ> 0-*is .x't-̂ tx sL^s-JL o-*dL ' Z s 4 ' J -  -<*sxu£fl

astss^***^L^s**^. J- sx*s*«s£x$s ̂ sbde, y ^  ■eŝ *yî  d*-4Sstst*~<-. yuC^lx,^
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Alaska Section
AMERICAN CONGRESS ON SURVEYING AND MAPPING

P .O . B O X  376 
A N C H O R A G E . A L A S K A  89510

January 12, 1985

Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Room 125, State Capito l Bldg.
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Fahrenkamp:

Enclosed herewith are d ra f ts o f two items o f proposed le g is la t io n  
th a t the members o f the Alaska Section , American Congress on 
Surveying and Mapping and our fe l lo w  pro fess iona l o rgan iza t ions ,
The Alaska Section, American Soc ie ty o f Photogrammetrists, and the 
Alaska Socie ty o f Professional Land Surveyors fee l to be o f extreme 
importance i f  surveying and mapping in Alaska is  to proceed in 
o rd e r ly manner. The d ra f ts  are accompanied by ju s t i f i c a t i o n  
statements, plus some general comments re la t i v e  to the surveying o f 
S ta te lands. We re s p e c t fu l ly  request th a t you c a re fu l ly  review th is 
proposed le g is la t io n , sponsor i t s  in t ro d u c t io n , and support i t s  
p-.ssage during the upcoming le g is la t i v e  session. We have also 
requested Representative Koponen to in troduce th is  le g is la t io n  in 
the House o f Representatives.

Upon in t ro d u c t io n , our soc ie t ie s would be pleased to contac t o the r 
le g is la to r s  in person and by m a i l , t e s t i f y  a t pub lic hearings or 
a s s is t in any other respect in i t s  passage. Representatives from 
the three soc ie t ie s plan to be in Juneau the 23rd and 24th o f 
January. We would be pleased to meet w ith you or your s t a f f  a t 
th a t time to fu r th e r discuss any aspects o f the proposed b i l l s .  In 
the meantime, any questions may be addressed by phone or mail to 
the fo l lo w in g :

Mr. Ray Nieml, President
Alaska Socie ty o f Professional Land Surveyors
P. 0. Box 2106
Anchorage, Alaska 99510
Telephone 745-9657



Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp
January 12, 1985
Page 2

Mr. C.A. (Bud) Herschbach, Chairman
Alaska Section , American Congress on Surveying and Mapping

0. Box 376 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 
Telephone 278-1571

Mr. James Remele, Chairman
Alaska Sec t ion , American Socie ty o f Photogrammetry 
2013 M e r r i l l F ie ld Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Telephone 272-4495

In a d d i t io n , Mr. Pat Kalen, 479-2628; Mr. Robert Kean, 349-6431; 
and Mr. Warren La tva la , 278-1571; members o f the J o in t L e g is la t iv e 
Committee, may be contacted f o r  add it io n a l in fo rm a t ion .

Very T ru ly you rs ,

Alaska Section ,
American Congress on Surveying and Mapping

C.A. Herschbach 
Chairman

CAH/dlh
cc: Senator A r l i s s  Sturgulewski
Enclosures



For an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to l a n d  s u r v e y s . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :  

S e c t i o n  1. A S  34 is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a new c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  65. L A N D  S U R V E Y S  

Sec. 3 4 . 6 5 . P10. P U R P O S E .

Th e  p u r p o s e  of thir c h a p t e r  is to a u t h o r i z e  r i g h t  of e n t r y  on 
l a n d  for s u r v e y  p u r p o s e s ,  and to p r o v i d e  a m e t h o d  for p r e s e r v i n g  
e v i d e n c e  of l a n d  s u r v e y s  by  f i l i n g  r e c o r d s  of s u r v e y  a n d  
m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d s .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h a p t e r  s h a l l  
s u p p l e m e n t  laws r e l a t i n g  to la n d  s u r v e y  p l a t t i n g  a n d  s u b d i v i s i o n  
s u r v e y s .

•

S H C .  3 4 . 6 5 . 0 2 0 .  E N T R Y  U P O N  L A N D  BY  P R O F E S S I O N A L  L A N D  S U R V E Y O R S

(a) A  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l a n d  s u r v e y o r  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  AS 08.48 or 
an e m p l o y e e  u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of a p r o f e s s i o n a l  l a n d  
s u r v e y o r  m a y  e n t e r  p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  land, w a t e r ,  or 
p r e m i s e s  in the s t a t e  o n l y  to occupy, locate, r e l o c a t e ,  
i n stall, or r e p l a c e  3 u r v e y  m o n u m e n t s ,  to l o c a t e  b o u n d a r i e s ,  
d e t e r m i n e  g e o d e t i c  p o s i t i o n s ,  and to m a k e  s u r v e y s  a n d  maps, 
an d  is l i a b l e  to the l a n d o w n e r  for a c t u a l  d a m a g e s  only.

(b) T h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  m a y  b r i n g  an a c t i o n  in t h e  n a m e  of 
the s t a t e  to r e s t r a i n  and p r e v e n t  the o b s t r u c t i o n  of e n t r y  
u n d e r  (a) of th i s  s e ction.

A BILL • • '

Sec. 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 3 0 .  R E C O R D S  O F  SURVEY.

(a) A f t e r  m a k i n g  a s u r v e y  in c o n f o r m i t y  wi t h  the p r a c t i c e  a n d  
d e f i n i t i o n  of l a n d  s u r v e y i n g ,  the l a n d  s u r v e y o r  s h all 
f i l e  w i t h  the d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  a r e c o r d  of s u c h  s u r v e y

1 w i t h i n  90 d a y s  if s u c h  s u r v e y  d i s c l o s e s :

(1) M a t e r i a l  e v i d e n c e  or p h y s i c a l  change, w h i c h  in w h o l e  
or in p a r t  do e s  n o t  a p p e a r  on a n y  p l a t  of r e c o r d  
p r e v i o u s l y  f i l e d  in the o f f i c e  of the d i s t r i c t  
r e c o r d e r ,  or in t h e  r e c o r d s  of the B u r e a u  of L a n d  
M a n a g e m e n t ,  or;

(2) A  m a t e r i a l  d i s c r e p a n c y  w i t h  any p l a t  of r e c o r d  
p r e v i o u s l y  f i l e d  in the o f f i c e  of the d i s t r i c t  
r e c o r d e r ,  or in the r e c o r d s  of the B u r e a u  of L a n d  
M a n a g e m e n t ,  or;

(3) E v i d e n c e  w h i c h ,  by  r e a s o n a b l e  a n a l y s i s ,  m i g h t  r e s u l t  
in a l t e r n a t e  p o s i t i o n s  of b o u n d a r i e s  f r o m  t h o s e  of 
re c ord.

(b). A  l a n d  s u r v e y o r  w h o  in the c o u r s e  of a s u r v e y  e s t a b l i s h e s ,  
r e e s t a b l i s h e s ,  uses as c o ntrol, or r e s t o r e s  a m o n u m e n t  to 
m a k e  it r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  or r e a s o n a b l y  d u r a b l e  s h a l l  
fi l e  a m o n u m e n t  r e c ord, u n l e s s  the m o n u m e n t  and its 
a c c e s s o r i e s  a r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  as d e s c r i b e d  in a m o n u m e n t  
r e c o r d  f i l e d  u n d e r  t h i s  cha p t e r ,  or on a s u r v e y  p l a t  of 
r e c o r d .

(c) P e r s o n s ,  firms or a g e n c i e s  w h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  d i s t u r b  or

/ f i t



(d) A  l a n d  s u r v e y o r  m a y  f i l e  a m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  for..any 
m o n u m e n t .

(e) A  Land s u r v e y o r  w h o  is r e q u i r e d  to fi l e  a m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  
u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  d o  so w i t h i n  90 days.

(f) A  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  s h a l l  be s i g n e d ,  a n d  s e a l e d  by t h e  l a n d  
s u r v e y o r  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  s u r v e y .

Sec. 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 4 0 .  W H E N  R E C O R D  OF S U R V E Y  IS N O T  R E Q U I R E D .

A  r e c o r d  of s u r v e y  is n o t  r e q u i r e d  for a n y  survey:

(a) M a d e  by t h e  B u r e a u  of L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t .

(b) W h e n  a p l a t  of the s u r v e y  has b e e n  f i l e d  or w i l l  be 
f i l e d  w i t h i n  18 m o n t h s  of t h e  f i e l d  survey.

Sec. 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 5 0 .  D U T I E S  OF  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R .

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to i unent this 
c h a p t e r ,  p r o v i d i n g  a s t a n d a r d  f o r m  for su c h  r t . j r d  of survey.

Sec. 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 6 0  D U T I E S  O F  T H E  D I S T R I C T  RECOR D E R .

(a) T h e  d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a c o p y  of a m o n u m e n t  
r e c o r d  f i l e d  u n d e r  AS 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 3 0  a n d  a c o p y  of a r e c o r d  of 
s u r v e y  f i l e d  u n d e r  Sec. 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 3 0  t o  the m u n i c i p a l  or 
b o r o u g h  c l e r k  for the a r e a  of t h e  s t a t e  in w h i c h  the 
m o n u m e n t  or s u r v e y  is lo c a t e d .

(b) The d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  s h a l l  k e e p  p r o p e r  i n d e x e s  of su c h  
m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  a n d  r e c o r d  of s u r v e y  by the s u r v e y  name, 
t r a c t  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  s u b d i v i s i o n  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  or U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  p u b l i c  l a n d  d e s i g n a t i o n .

Sec. 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 7 0 *  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r ,

(a) " a c c e s s o r y "  m e a n s  p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e  a d j a c e n t  to m o n u m e n t s  
to w h i c h  such m o n u m e n t s  a r e  r e f e r r e d  for t h e i r  f u t u r e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n ;

(b) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s ;

(c) " land s u r v e y o r "  m e a n s  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  land s u r v e y o r  l i c e n s e d  
u n d e r  A S  08.48;

(d) " m o n u m e n t "  means:

1. a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p u b l i c  l a n d  s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t ;

2. an A l a s k a  s t a t e  l a n d  s u r v e y  p r i m a r y  m o n u m e n t ;

3. e x t e r i o r  p r i m a r y  m o n u m e n t s  c o n t r o l l i n g  a r e c o r d e d  
survey;

(e) U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p u b l i c  land s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t  means:

1. a s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  in a c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  by 
the B u r e a u  of L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  or its p r e d e c e s s o r ;

2. and i n c l u d e s  m o n u m e n t s  in a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s p e c i a l  
s u r v e y  a n d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  m i n e r a l  s u r v e y  w h i c h  are. a
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J U S T I F I C A T I O N  
A M E N D M E N T S  TO A S  3 4  ( A D D I T I O N  OF C H A P T E R  65)

S e c t i o n  A u t h o r i z i n g  E n t r y  On L a n d  F o r  S u r v e y  P u r p o s e s

T h o u s a n d s  o-f s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t s  e x i s t  in t h e  S t a t e  o-f A l a s k a  i d e n t i f y­
ing s e c t i o n  c o r n e r s ,  t o w n s h i p  c o r n e r s ,  v a r i o u s  p r o p e r t y  b o u n d a r i e s  
a n d  s e r v i n g  as g e o d e t i c  c o n t r o l  p o i n t s  in r e m o t e  a r e a s  w h e r e  n o  o t h e r  
s u r v e y  c o n t r o l  p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t s .  T a x p a y e r s '  d o l l a r s  w e r e  u t i l i z e d  
to  e s t a b l i s h  t h e s e  m o n u m e n t s ,  a s  t h e y  w e ^ e  i n t e n d e d  for p u r p o s e s  
b e n e f i t i n g  t h e  public. V a r i o u s  F e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  B u r e a u  
of L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t ,  C o a s t  a n d  G e o d e t i c  S u r v e y ,  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y ,
C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  and A r m y  M a p p i n g  S e r v i c e  and, m o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  
v a r i o u s  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  a g e n c i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e s e  m o n u m e n t s .  
U t i l i s a t i o n  of t h i s  e x i s t i r g  m o n u m e n t a t i o n  is m a n d a t o r y  if t h e  
s u r v e y o r s ,  m a p p e r s  and p h o t o g r a m m a t r i s t s  in t h e  S t a t e  a r e  to 
c o n d u c t  t h e  s u r v e y s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y  boundar
ies, s u b d i v i s i o n s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  and -*eral , oil and
g a s  e x p l o r a t i o n  p r o g r a m s .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y , acc- . t o  t h i s  s u r v e y  
c o n t r o l  h a s  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e s e  p r o f e s s  a as r e q u i r e d  to
c o n d u c t  t h e s e  s u r v e y s .  A c c e s s  is p r i m a r i l y  u, foot, a i r - o r  w a t e r  
and u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  s t a t i o n  u s u a l l y  i n v o l v e s  o n l y  t h e  
t e m p o r a r y  s e t t i n g  up of a t h e o d o l i t e ,  d i s t a n c e  m e a s u r i n g  e q u i p­
ment, s a t e l l i t e  s u r v e y  s y s t e m ,  p h o t o  c o n t r o l  panel or in s o m e  c a s e s ,  
l e a v i n g  a small, u n m a n n e d ,  b a t t e r y - p o w e r e d  t r a n s m i t t e r  on, a s mall 
t o w e r  or t r i p o d  to continuousl*' b r o a d c a s t  s i g n a l s  for o f f s h o r e  or 
a i r b o r n e  p o s i t i o n i n g  s y s t e m s .  N o  d a m a g e  to t h e  m o n u m e n t  or 
it s  s u r r o u n d i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  i s  e n t a i l e d .

In a d d i t i o n ,  in t h e  c o u r s e  of c o n d u c t i n g  s u r v e y s ,  s u r v e y o r s  m u s t  
o f t e n  p h y s i c a l l y  t r a v e r s e  a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y  b o u n d a r i e s  or g a i n  
a c c e s s  to  h i l l t o p s ,  m o u n t a i n  p e a k s  or s h o r e l i n e s  so as t o  ga i n  
l i n e  of s i g h t  or for o t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  r e a s o n s .  Aga i n ,  t h e  
o c c u p a n c y  is l i m i t e d  in n a t u r e  and n o r m a l l y  i n v o l v e s  no d a m a g e  
t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

W i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  t r a n s f e r  of l a n d s  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  d o m a i n  i n t o t 
p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ,  a c c e s s  to  t h e s e  s u r v e y  c o n t r o l  m o n u m e n t s ,  
p r o p e r t y  b o u n d a r i e s  and k e v  t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e s  is b e c o m i n g  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  c u r t a i l e d .  O w n e r s ,  a p p l i c a n t s  and a l l e g e d  
o w n e r s  of t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  p r o p e r t y  on w h i c h  t h e  m o n u m e n t  is 
l o c a t e d  or to  w h i c h  a c c e s s  m u s t  b e  g a i n e d ,  e v e n  in e x t r e m e l y  
r e m o t e  a r e a s  of t h e  S t a t e ,  a r e  n o w  r e q u i r i n g  a d v a n c e  permission, 
and o f t e n  the p a y m e n t  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  re n t a l  fe e s  to b r i e f l y  
o c c u p y  the s t a t i o n  or t e r r a i n  f e a t u r e .  In s o m e  cases, t h e r e  is 
o u t r i g h t  r e f u s a l  of a c c e s s  if t h e  o w n e r s  a r e  not ih a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  
t h e  p r o g r a m  for w h i c h  a s u r v e y  is b e i n g  u n d e r t a k e n ,  r e g a r d l e s s  
of t h e  f a c t  th a t  the r e s u l t a n t  p r o g r a m  m a y  b e  on State, F e d e r a l



or t h i r d  p a r t y  o w n e r s h i p .  i - f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e  t h e  m a t t e r ,  o t t e n  
tw o  or m o r e  p e r s o n s  or g r o u p s  c l a i m  o w n e r s h i p  t o  t h e  s a m e  lands, 
l e a v i n g  t h e  s u r v e y o r  m  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o-f n o t  k n o w i n g  -from w h o m  to 
o b t a i n  p e r m i s s i o n  or a l t e r n a t i v e l y , o b t a i n i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  the 
a p p a r e n t  o w n e r  on l y  to  be c h a l l e n g e d  b y  a s e c o n d  p a r t y  c l a i m i n g  o w n e r­
ship. As s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t a t i o n  in t h e  r e m o t e  a r e a s  o-f t h e  S t a t e  is 
e x t r e m e l y  sparse, t h i s  a l l o w s  t h e  o w n e r  or a l l e g e d  o w n e r  of t h e  
l a n d s  u n d e r l y i n g  a p r i m a r y  c o n t r o l  m o n u m e n t  t o  c o n t r o l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  
o v e r  a va s t  a r e a  -far o u t s i d e  t h e i r  o w n e r s h i p .  In s o m e  c a s e s ,  a 
s i n g l e  m o n u m e n t  may s e r v e  as p r i m a r y  c o n t r o l  -for t h o u s a n d s  o-f
s q u a r e  m i l e s  so use at a l t e r n a t e  m o n u m e n t s  is n o t  f e a s i b l e  or
e v e n  impos s i b l e .

T h i s  o r o b l e m ,  n o n e x i s t e n t  p r i o r  t o  f i v e  y e a r s  or so ago, is 
a n n u a l l y  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  c r i t i c a l .  A s  m u c h  as s u r v e y o r s ,  m a p p e r s  and 
p h o t o g r a m m a t r i s t s  w i s h  t o  s e e  t h e  p r o o e r t y  r i g h t s  of all i n d i v i d u a l s  
or g r o u o s  to be p r o p e r l y  p r o t e c t e d ,  t h e  t i m e  h a s  c o m e  for s a m e  p r o t e c­
ti o n  for all of the c i t i z e n s  of t h e  S t a t e  t o  u t i l i z e  tlpe s u r v e y  m o n u­
m e n t a t i o n  w h i c h  was e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e i r  tax d o l l a r s ,  and to  a l l o w  
s u r v e y o r s  to d e t e r m i n e  c i t i z e n ' s  p r o p e r t y  b o u n d a r i e s .  S i m i l a r  
l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  n e c e s s a r y  in n e a r l y  all t h e  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  of t h e  union.

T h e  A l a s k a  Sec t i o n ,  A m e r i c a n  C o n g r e s s  on S u r v e y i n g  and M a o p m g  
and t h e  A l a s k a  S o c i e t y  of P r o f e s s i o n a l  L a n d  S u r v e y o r s  end t h e i r  
m e m b e r s  feel the t i m e  has n o w  a r r i v e d  t h a t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is 
m a n d a t o r y  if the r i g h t s  of all i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s  of t h i s :
S t a t e  a r e  to be p r o t e c t e d .

S e c t i o n  R e p a i r i n g  R e c o r d  Of S u r v e y  A n d  M o n u m e n t  R e c o r d

A p r e s e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t  e x i s t s  in A l a s k a  t h a t  subdi vi si anal p l a t s  
b e  r e c o r d e d  wi t h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e c o r d e r  s o  as to be  a v a i l a b l e  for 
u s e  b y  all c i t i z e n s  of i n t e r e s t .  H u n d r e d s  of o t h e r  land s u r v e y s  are 
a n n u a l l y  c o n d u c t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e f i n i n g  b o u n d a r i e s  and r i g n t s - o f - w a y , 
for w h i c h  no such r e c o r d i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t  e x i s t s  and w h i c h  p r e s e n t l y  
dc- n o t  b e c o m e  a p a r t  of a n y  p u b l i c  r e c o r d .  A l t h o u g h  s o m e  i n f o r m a l  
ex c h a n g e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  t a k e s  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o f e s s i  anal 
s u r v e y o r s  in the State, t h e r e  is n o  o f f i c i a l  d e p o s i t a r y  for 
r e c o r d s  of t h i s  sort w h e r e  e p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  s u r v e y o r  can r e s e a r c h  
r e c o r d s  of p r e v i o u s  s u r v e y s  p r i o r  t o  u n d e r t a k i n g  a s u r v e y  in t h e  s a m e  
area. T h i s  o f t e n  r e s u l t s  in r e p e a t e d  d u p l i c a t i o n  of e f - ort, b o u n d a r y  
c o n f l i c t s  (between t w o  s u r v e y o r s  u t i l i z i n a  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  t e c h n i q u e s  
t o  a p p r o a c h  the s a m e  p r o b l e m )  and, at t h e  v e r y  least, i n c u r s i o n  of 
u n n e c e s s a r y  c o s t s  b y  t h e  s u r v e y o r ' s  c l i e n t  if a p r i v a t e  s u r v e y .



or t h e  o u b l i c  at l a r g e  if t h e  s u r v e v  is for p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  
as s u r v e y s  a r e  u n d e r t a k e n  and key m o n u m e n t a t i o n  r e c o v e r e d ,  no  
c u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n  or l a w  r e q u i r e s  t h e  s u r v e y o r  r e c o r d  any 
p u b l i c  d o c u m e n t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  exi .tence, la c k  of e x i s t e n c e ,  
c o n d i t i o n  of, or c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  of key c o n t r o l  m o n u m e n t a t i o n  in 
t h e  p r o j e c t  area. T h i s  is e s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c a l  w h e r e  m o n u m e n t a­
t i o n  will or l i k e l y  will be d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  f o r t h c o m i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  survey. R e p l a c e m e n t  of t h e s e  d e s t r o y e d  
m o n u m e n t s  is e x t r e m e l y  c o s t l y  u n l e s s  a d e q u a t e  r e c o r d s  e x i s t  p r i o r  
t o  a n y  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  e x a c t  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n  
of t h e  m o n u m e n t  w i t h  t i e s  to a p p r o p r i a t e  a c c e s s o r i e s .

T h e s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and t h e i r  m e m b e r s  b e l i e v e  it is t h e  d u t y  
of all p r o f e s s i o n a l  s u r v e y o r s  t o  f i l e  a r e c o r d  of s u r v e y  and 
m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d s  for all a p p r o p r i a t e  s u r v e y s  the'/ u n d e r t a k e  and t h a t  
an a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o c e d u r e  be e s t a b l i s h e d  bv  t h e  S t a t e  t o  p r o v i d e  
t h e  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  of t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s .

T h e  b u r d e n  and c o s t  of t h i s  r e c o r d a t i o n  will p r i m a r i l y  fall u p o n  t h e  
s u r v e y o r  and n o t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  entity. T h e  s o l e  co s t  to  t h e  
S t a t s  of A l a s k a  or its s u b e n t i t i e s  will b e  t h e  co s t  of 
a c c e p t i n g  and m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e s e  r e c o r d s .  It is e s t i m a t e d  t h e  
t o tal n u m b e r  of d o c u m e n t s  w o u l d  not e x c e e d  1000 pe>- year. T h i s  
v e r v  m i n o r  c o s t  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t l y  o f f s e t  b y  t h e  v a l u e  to S t a t e  
a g e n c i e s ,  b o r o u g h s  a.nd m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  m a k e  g r e a t  u s e  
o- t h e  v a s t  a m o u n t  of i n f o r m a t i o n  so r e c o r d e d  and m a d e  r e a d i l y  
a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  n o  cost of f i e l d  a c q u i s i t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r .  L i k e w i s e ,  
w h e n  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  S t a t e  r e q u i r e  s u r v e y  in t h e  
f u t u r e ,  t h e y  will o f t e n  a c h i e v e  a c o s t  s a v i n g  b e c a u s e  of t h e  r e a d y  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s .

T h e  m a j o r i t y  of o t h e r  s t a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  s t a t u t e s  r e q u i r i n g  
r e c o r d a t i o n  of m o n u m e n t  a n d / o r  s u r v e y  r e c o r d s .  T h i s  is e s p e c i a l l y  
t r u e  in t h e  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  w h e r e  f e w e r  s u r v e y s  ex i s t ,  w i t h  the. 
r e s u l t a n t  g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  m o n u m e n t s  and l o n g e r  t i m e  
i n t e r v a l s  b e t w e e n  o c c a s i o n s  w h e n  m o n u m e n t s  m a v  be i n s p e c t e d  by 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s u r v e y o r s .



B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

11. AS 3 8 . 0 4 . 0 4 5 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) B e f o r e  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  of s u r f a c e  r i g h t s  t o  s t a t e  l a n d ,  a n  

o f f i c i a l  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  s h a l l  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  u n l e s s  a . 

c o m p a r a b l e ,  a c c e p t a b l e  s u r v e y  e x i s t s  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  

c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  f e d e r a l  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t .  T h e  

• r e c t a n g u l a r  s u r v e y  s e c t i o n  c o r n e r  p o s i t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  

m o n u m e n t e d  a n d  s h o w n  o n  a c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  p l a t  a p p r o v e d  b y  

t h e  S t a t e .  [ H O W E V E R ,  F O R  T H O S E  A R E A S  W H E R E  T H E  S T A T E  M A Y  

W I S H  T O  C O N V E Y  S U R F A C E  E S T A T E  O U T S I D E  O F  A N  O F F I C I A L  

C A D A S T R A L  S U R V E Y  G R I D ,  T H E  D I R E C T O R  M A Y  W A I V E  M O N U M E N T A T I O N  

O F  A L L  I N D I V I D U A L  S E C T I O N  C O R N E R  P O S I T I O N S  A N D  S U B S T I T U T E  

A N  O F F I C I A L  C O N T R O L  S U R V E Y  W I T H  C O N T R O L  P O I N T S  B E I N G  

M O N U M E N T E D  A N D  S H O W N  O N  C O N T R O L  S U R V E Y  P L A T S  A P P R O V E D  B Y  

T H E  S T A T E .  N O  P O R T I O N  O F  L A N D  T O  B E  C O N V E Y E D  M A Y  B E  

L O C A T E D  M O R E  T H A N  T W O  M I L E S  F R O M  S U C H  A  S U R V E Y  C O N T R O L  

M O N U M E N T  E X C E P T  T H A T  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R  M A Y  W A I V E  T H I S  

R E Q U I R E M E N T  O N  A  D E T E R M I N A T I O N  T H A T  T O P O G R A P H I C  F E A T U R E S ,  

D I F F U S E  S E T T L E M E N T ,  O R  T H E  P U B L I C  I N T E R E S T  D O  N O T  J U S T I F Y  

T H E  R E Q U I R E M E N T . ]  T h e  l o t s  a n d  t r a c t s  in s t a t e  s u b d i v i s i o n s  

s h a l l  b e  m o n u m e n t e d  a n d  t h e  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y  a n d  p l a t s  f o r  

t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e .  W h e r e  l a n d  

is l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h  p l a n n i n g ,  p l a t t i n g ,

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to land surveys."



JUSTIFICATION 

AMENDMENTS TO AS 38

Sec t ions AS 38.04.045(b) and AS 38.09.010(b) Requiring Cadastral Surveys 

and A l iq u o t Part Descr ip t ion

During the rew r i te o f the T i t l e  38 le g is la t io n  la s t yea r, the prov is ions 
a l low ing waiver o f cadastra l surveys and con tro l surveys were consider­
ab ly expanded over the belated oppos it ion o f the surveyors, mappers, and 
photogrammetrists in the S ta te . These p ro fe ss iona ls ' concerns appear to 
have been amply ju s t i f i e d  as the D iv is io n o f Land and Water Management 
has subsequently d is t r ib u te d a d ra f t o f t h e i r  implementing po l ic y (a ttached ). 
I t ,  f o r a l l p ra c t ic a l purposes, w i l l a llow nearly a l l disposa ls in the 
fu tu re to occur w ith ou t p r io r survey whatsoever,- ignoring the fa c t th a t 
h is to ry revea ls sett lement p r io r to survey creates many problems paramount 
to chaos. They are fo rg e t t in g land boundaries must be monumented and 
id e n t i f i e d  on the ground in order f o r th e i r  own land managers to know 
what they are managing, th a t section l in e  access r igh t-o f-w ays are 
le g a l ly  and p r a c t ic a l l y  useless w ithou t surveys, th a t a nightmare o f 
cos t, access, and boundary problems are being dumped on c i t iz e n s who 
receive pa rce ls , and th a t t i t l e  to thousands o f acres o f res idua l State 
land becomes ta in ted and o f no value f o r years . In the name o f expediency 
and fa ls e economy they are abandoning a proven land id e n t i f i c a t io n  system 
in favo r o f a system th a t is  destined to b ring chaos in to the management 
o f Alaska lands and d is i l lu s io nm en t to the c i t iz e n s who w i l l obta in lands 
under the fu tu re disposal programs.

The State o f Alaska is  f a i l i n g  to observe and be ne f i t from the experience 
o f the United States Government and our s is t e r sta tes in th is  matter.
Ear ly in the h is to ry o f our Federal Government i t  was recognized tha t 
a system must be adopted to not on ly t ra n s fe r pub lic lands in to p r iva te 
hands, but to a llow the re c ip ie n t to ph y s ic a l ly id e n t i f y  h is boundaries, 
assure access, p ro te c t him to the maximum ex ten t from c o n f l ic t s  w ith 
neighboring p ro pe r t ie s , and provide a method o f desc r ip t io n to assure 
ease o f conveyance, financ ing o r o the r procedures. The re su l ta n t system 
was the rec tangu la r land survey system which allowed any parcel to be 
re a d i ly id e n t i f i e d , p lo t te d accu ra te ly on s ta tus maps even w ithou t 
survey, e lim ina ted the excess or de f ic ie n cy in acreage problem, 
v i r t u a l l y  e lim ina ted boundary disputes and provided a s ing le set o f 
survey procedures fo r establishment. Federal law prescribes tha t a l l 
pub l ic domain lands w i l l be ph ys ic a l ly surveyed and monumented in 
conformance w ith the rec tangu la r survey system p r io r to d isposa l, 
acknowledging the fa c t th a t th is  was a governmental re s p o n s ib i l i t y  th a t 
should not be fo r f e i t e d  or passed to p r iv a te e n t i t i e s . This system has 
been fo llowed in a l l pub lic domain s ta tes except Alaska.



The rec tangu la r survey system has h is to r ic a l precedent o f 200 years in 
the United S ta tes , is understood by surveyors, t i t l e  companies, lending 
in s t i t u t i o n s , record ing o f f i c e s , a tto rne ys , and most c i t iz e n s , is 
u t i l i z e d  as the backbone o f a l l land record systems and has procedural 
manuals a lready adopted and in place. I t ,  however, is gradua lly being 
discarded in Alaska. In i t s  place ba s ic a l ly a metes and bounds system is 
being adopted, the le a s t des irab le o f a l l poss ib le land id e n t i f i c a t io n  
systems. This system is  outlawed in most boroughs as a means o f subd iv id i 
p rope r ty , as they see f i r s t  hand the problems i t  manifes ts . I t  creates 
a patchwork o f oddly-shaped and ir re g u la r ly -a d jo in e d parce ls to which 
access and in t e l l i g e n t u t i l i t y  d is t r ib u t io n  is next to impossib le . I t  
creates s l iv e r s  o f unclaimed State land th a t become o f zero value to the 
c i t iz e n s h ip o f the State as a whole. I t  is expensive and d i f f i c u l t  to 
survey accu ra te ly , creates voluminous land records, makes i t  impossible 
to p lo t parce ls accu ra te ly on a sta tus map w ith ou t f i e l d  survey and 
encumbers a l l res idua l land w ith in a township (36 square m iles or 23,040 
acres) u n t i l a l l app l ic a n ts ' parce ls are surveyed. I t  is  the worst o f 
a l l poss ib le methods and should only in s p e c i f ic , exceptional cases be 
allowed to be u t i l i z e d  in the disposal o f Sta te lands.

The planners land managers in the D iv is io n o f Lands and Waters 
Management ma; ;el comfortable in having sma ll-sca le , inaccura te , 
topographic ma^;: in th e i r  hands to manage the lands in th e i r ju r i s d i c ­
t io n . The in c . . idual o r e n t i t y  ob ta in ing the lands, however, has l i t t l e  
need or use fc- i. map th a t only marg ina l ly represents his p rope r ty 's 
c h a ra c te r is t ic s and provides no bene f i ts in a s s is t in g him in id e n t i fy in g 
h is s p e c i f ic  parcel o r le g a l ly  describ ing i t s  boundaries. I t  is a t 
th is  po in t he suddenly f in d s the "cheap" land he obtained from the State 
to be a tremendously expensive parcel when the cost o f an adequate 
survey and prepara tion o f lega l desc r ip t io n is  contemplated. The fa c t 
th a t he w i l l usua lly seek and con trac t fo r th is  survey as an in d iv id u a l , 
instead o f becoming the bene f ic ia ry o f a vas t survey o f many thousands 
o f acres as would be done in a State-performed survey, gives him no 
bene f i t whatsoever o f economies o f sca le . He f in d s d i f f i c u l t y  ob ta in ing 
f inanc ing f o r improvements, runs in to t i t l e  problems w ith t i t l e  companies, 
boundary c o n f l i c t s  w ith his neighbors, and o ften f in d s he has no legal or 
p ra c t ic a l access. He becomes d is i l lu s io n e d , and, instead o f the State 
having a c i t iz e n  th a t is pleased w ith the S ta te 's stewardship o f i t s  
na tu ra l resources, he instead fee ls he has been misled and tr ic k e d by 
h is government.

In add it io n to the land re c ip ie n t 's  problems, the surrounding pub lic 
domain f o r  years remains in a "no man's la nd ," unable to be proper ly 
and accu ra te ly p la t te d on a sta tus map, and, as a re s u l t , preventing i t  
from being u t i l i z e d  in any useful manner by p r iv a te c i t iz e n s or govern­
mental agencies.



The State must face i t s  re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  to i t s  c i t iz e n s . I t  must amend 
AS 38 to again requ ire minimal cadastra l surveys be performed p r io r to 
disposal and the a l iq u o t pa r t method be u t i l i z e d  to the maximum exten t 
to convey ownership, espec ia l ly to the la rg e r homestead pa rce ls . Our 
lands w ith th e i r  resources are o f such value th a t the need fo r e f f i c i e n t 
land management f a r outweighs the cost o f survey.



DRAFT POLICY 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

DIVISION OF LAND AND WATER MANAGEMENT

Regional O ff ices may recommend the Commissioner waive cadastra l survey 
requirements o f homestead en try lands under AS 38.09.010(b) upon making 
one or more o f the fo l low in g f in d ing s :

Topographic Features:

The presence o f fea tu res such as swamps or steep h i l l s  esca la te the 
cadastra l survey costs above the bene f i ts to be obtained from such 
survey.

D if fu se Settlement:

The sett lemen t pa tte rn re su l t in g from the S ta te 's proposed disposal 
program w i l l re s u l t in p r iva te ownership o f less than 30 percent o f 
the land w ith in  the minimum rectang le encompassing the land to be 
disposed.

Pub lic In te re s t :

1. The cost associated w ith a cadastra l survey is g rea te r than the 
d i r e c t be ne f i t in increased land values th a t would accrue to the 
pub l ic from such a survey and the pub l ic be ne f i t to be derived 
from the disposal is grea te r than the cadastra l survey cos t.

2. The time to complete a cadastral survey w i l l s ig n i f i c a n t l y  impact 
the State disposal program and the be ne f i t from such survey does 
not equal or exceed the bene f i t from accomplishing the S ta te 's 
pub l ic in te re s t land disposal goals.



A

SURVEYING OF ALASKA PUBLIC LANDS 
GENERAL COMMENTS

As evidenced by the proposed le g is la t io n , the pro fess iona l surveyors, 
mappers, and photogrammetrists in the State o f Alaska perce ive there to 
be de f ic ie n c ie s or ommissions in e x is t in g le g is la t io n  which have given 
r is e  to s i tu a t io n s th a t are becoming qu ite serious in some areas.
The pro fess iona l soc ie t ie s and th e i r members are l i k e l y  respons ib le 
f o r a share o f the problem, having been ra the r mute and nonpa r t ic ip a to ry 
in screening le g is la t io n  or requesting le g is la t i v e  ac tions in the past. 
The cu rren t s i tu a t io n , however, has become alarming enough to encourage 
the pro fess iona l soc ie t ie s and th e i r members to become more ac t ive in 
monito r ing State procedures and requesting appropria te le g is la t io n  to 
co rre c t perceived i l l s .  The State Professional R eg is tra t ion Act requ ires 
reg is te red surveyors to serve and p ro te c t the pub lic in te r e s t . Fa i lu re 
to come forward to the Leg is la tu re a t th is  time to voice t h e i r  concerns 
would be a neglect o f th is  re s p o n s ib i l i t y . '

Present de f ic ie n c ie s in State survey procedures probably stem from the 
fa c t th a t the State o f Alaska, in i t s  rush to secure i t s  lands from 
the Federal Government, w ith vas t acreages to manage and l i t t l e  demand 
fo r t ra n s fe r o f ownership, a t the s ta r t fa i le d  to put in place a survey 
a u th o r i t y  to es ta b l is h appropria te procedures. In i t s  haste, no cen tra l 
survey a u th o r i ty was ever estab lished . I t  was probably assumed the 
Department o f Natural Resources would assume the appropria te ro le . The 
D iv is io n o f Technical Services, a d iv is io n o f the Department o f Natural 
Resources, was estab lished . I t ,  however, was estab lished as a record 
keeping and maintenance organ iza tion and not as a survey a u th o r i t y .
Only when the demands fo r disposal o f lands to p r iva te c i t iz e n s had 
begun in the la te  1970's d id the Department o f Technical Services take 
on the ro le o f overseeing cadastra l and disposal surveys w ith in  the
S ta te . This i t  p r im a r i ly  seems to have done by de fa u l t as no o the r
e n t i t y  ex is ted .

U n fo r tuna te ly , as a re s u l t o f le g is la t io n  passed fo r p o l i t i c a l reasons 
o r as a re s u l t o f inpu t from non-technica l branches o f the State 
government, the m a jo r i ty o f i t s  p o l ic ie s and procedures were developed 
to expedite the disposal o f lands in maximum haste and a t minimum cos t, 
w ith l i t t l e  regard f o r the long range e f fe c t . A d d i t io n a l ly , on ly a 
ce r ta in amount o f State surveys come under the D iv is ion o f Technical 
Services. The Department o f T ransporta tion and Public F a c i l i t i e s , 
D iv is io n o f Parks, D iv is io n o f Fores try , and other State agencies 
continued to also do land or boundary surveys, each to a d i f f e r e n t set 
o f spe c i f ic a t io n s and some in d i r e c t c o n f l i c t w ith accepted pro fess iona l 
p ia c t ic e s and procedures. As the S ta te 's revenues have leve led o f f  in 
very recent years w ith the re su l ta n t push to reduce cos ts , even the 
minimal surveys conducted under the superv is ion o f the p ro fess iona ls in
the D iv is ion o f Technical Services have been circumvented and dele ted to
the po in t th a t u t te r chaos is in sto re fo r Alaska lands i f  some reversa l 
in p o l ic ie s does not take place in the immediate fu tu re .



The m a jo r i ty o f U.S. pub lic domain s ta te s , provinces o f Canada, and sta tes 
o f A u s t ra l ia es tab lished a centra l survey au th o r i ty to oversee the 
surveying o f lands obtained from th e i r  federa l governments. A Surveyor 
General o r in d iv id u a l w ith s im i la r t i t l e  normally was appointed by 
s ta tu to ry requirement to oversee these a c t i v i t i e s .

The State o f Alaska erred in a number o f ways. F i r s t , i t  agreed to 
accept lands from the U.S. Federal Government under the Statehood Act 
th a t were not surveyed in conformance w ith the previous fede ra l law or 
in conformance w ith prac t ices tha t had been observed in a l l previous 
s ta te s , except the o r ig in a l th i r te e n . I t  accepted lands th a t were 
e i th e r not ph ys ic a l ly surveyed a t a l l or on ly marg ina lly surveyed a t 
2 m ile in te rv a ls  on the township boundaries. Then, instead o f immediately 
recogn iz ing the survey de fic iency o f the lands as conveyed from the 
Federal Government, c rea t ing a survey a u th o r i ty and proceeding w ith the 
task o f surveying the lands in an o rd e r ly manner and under a s ing le set 
o f gu id e l in e s , i t  ignored the survey problem u n t i l the pub lic ou tc ry fo r 
lands disposa l in the '7 0 's. I t  has since patched and. repatched toge the r 
a makesh ift set o f s ta tu tes to meet immediate needs th a t have only served 
to g re a t ly compound the longer term problem.

The so lu t io n is obvious. Although extremely la te  in being es tab lished , 
a cen tra l survey a u th o r i ty should be estab lished in the State o f Alaska 
having ju r i s d i c t i o n  over the survey o f a l l State lands whether by 
themselves, by con tra c t surveyors, or by o the r State e n t i t i e s . A set 
o f survey procedures and spec i f ic a t io n s s im i la r to the Federal "Manual 
o f Surveying In s t ru c t io n s " should be adopted and adhered to by a l l 
e n t i t i e s  surveying State lands. When questions a r is e , as they in e v i ta b ly 
w i l l ,  as to the a p p l i c a b i l i t y , cost e ffe c t iveness and s u i t a b i l i t i e s  
o f performing surveys in sp e c i f ic  instances on spe c i f ic lands, 
p ro fess iona ls in th is  cen tra l survey a u th o r i t y , a f te r inpu t from other 
Sta te e n t i t i e s , would make the f in a l recommendations. This is  in 
reverse o f the procedure as i t  now ex is ts where many survey decis ions 
o r recommendations are being made by in d iv id u a ls in various State 
d iv is io n s or departments who are t o t a l l y  unqua l i f ie d and incapable o f 
making meaningful decis ions in th is  regard. The adoption o f such a 
cen tra l surveying a u th o r i t y , although perhaps slowing lands disposa ls 
on the sho rt term and requ ir in g the expenditure o f add it iona l State 
d o l la r s f o r more adequate surveys, would pay o f f  many times over in 
d o l la rs saved in the fu tu re and prevent the otherwise in e v i ta b le 
pub l ic d is i l lu s io nm en t w ith the S ta te 's land management p o l ic ie s .

We urge th a t ca re fu l cons idera tion be given to the passing o f a care­
f u l l y  d ra fted and thought out s ta tu te th a t would create such a cen tra l 
s ta te survey a u th o r i t y  to get management o f our lands on tra ck and 
prevent the d isa s te r th a t is gradua lly encompassing th is  most va luab le 
asset o f the c i t iz e n s o f the State .
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.-IANDUM State of Alaska
Tom HawiNT OF NATURAL RESOURCES Southeast Regional Office

Tom Hawkins, Director d a t e : January 2, 1985
Division of Land & Water Management

F ILE  NO : ‘

TELEPHONE NO : 465-3400 -

Manager s u b j e c t : Homesteading in Southeast 'Alaska

Southeast Regional Office •

Homesteading is one of the most popular means of getting land into 
private hands. The image conjured up by the term "homestead" is that of a 
vast and beautiful tract of ones favorite landscape, title to which is 
gained not by payment but by successfully making ones home on the land.

The homestead program is expensive for the state, even under l a w r a b l e  
conditions.. In large state selections with fairly uniform terrain and 
sufficient monumentation,.homesteads can be defined by aliquot part 
legal descriptions.' Even under these conditions, however, the state, 
must provide careful instructions to the applicant, must resolve t! 
inevitable staking errors, and must manage the haphazard land remnt. .ts.

In Southeast Alaska, land available for private ownership is in great 
demand. The selections in Siutheast cover extremely rugged terrain, and 
the number of buildable sites within a selection is small. Because the 
resource is extremely limited, land is generally sold in lots smaller 
than five acres.-

Because of the rugged terrain, the small number of buildable sites, and 
the demand for land in Southeast Alaska, land should be used as efficiently 
as possible. Lots need to be carefully laved out in the most buildable 
areas, 'maximizing the use of the shoreline. Selling land under the 
homestead program in five acre lots over rugged terrain would result in 
an extremely ineff.cient pattern of land use.

The primary difference between the homestead program and the homesite 
program (other than name popularity of the first) is that.the homesite 
survey is completed by the state. While this is a greater expenditure 
of public funds, it is a much more efficient use of public resources.
In  S o u th e a s t  A laska , when s t a t e  land  i s  a s c a rc e  and v a lu a b le  r e s o u rc e ,  
th e  need f o r  e f f i c i e n t  lan d  management f a r  outw eighs t h e  c o s t  o f  su rvey .

While the state would not incur the cost of surveying homestead land, 
the state does issue survey instructions, spend countless hours answering 
questions, doing field inspections, corresponding with applicants over 
staking problems, and managing the useless leftover pieces of ■*-eal 
estate. That cost to the state could easily ex_eed the cost of subdivision

When land in Southeast Alaska does have fairly uniform terrain and can 
be described by aliquot part, it can be offered under the homestead 
program. The disposal at Cape Pole (Kosciusko Island) is an example; 
the FY 86 proposed sale includes a 200 net acre area for homesteading. \
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6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  l a n d  s u r v e y s . "

7 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 *  S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 34 i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  ne w c h a p t e r  t o  r e a d :

9 CHAPTER 6 5 .  LAND SURVEYS.

10 S e c .  3 4 . 6 5 . 0 1 0 .  PURPOSE. T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  t o

11 p r o v i d e  a  m e t h o d  f o r  p r e s e r v i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  l a n d  s u r v e y s  b y  p r o v i d i n g

12 f o r  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d s .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r

13 a r e  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  t o  l a w s  r e l a t i n g  t o  p l a t t i n g  a n d  s u b d i v i s i o n  s u r -

14 v e y s .

15 S e c .  3 4 . 6 5 . 0 2 0 .  FILING OF MONUMENT RECORD BY LAND SURVEYOR. ( a )

16 A l a n d  s u r v e y o r  who c o n d u c t s  a  s u r v e y  t h a t  u s e s  a  m o n u m e n t  a s  a  c o n -

17 « t r o l  c o r n e r  s h a l l  f i l e  w i t h  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  a  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  d e -

18 s c r i b i n g  t h e  m o n u m e n t  u n l e s s  t h e  m o n u m e n t  a n d  i t s  a c c e s s o r i e s  a r e

19 s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  a  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h e  t h r e e

20 y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  o r  i n  a

21 s u b d i v i s i o n  s u r v e y  a p p r o v e d  b y  a  m u n i c i p a l  p l a t t i n g  b o a r d .

22  ( b )  A l a n d  s u r v e y o r  who a t  a n y  t i m e  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  m o n u m e n t  o r

23 r e e s t a b l i s h e s ,  r e s t o r e s ,  o r  r e h a b i l i t a t e s  a  m o n u m e n t  t o  m a k e  i t  r e a d -

24 i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  o r  r e a s o n a b l y  d u r a b l e  s h a l l  f i l e  a  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d

25 w i t h  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

26 ( c )  A l a n d  s u r v e y o r  r e q u i r e d  t o  f i l e  a  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  u n d e r

27 t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  f i l e  t h e  r e c o r d  w i t h i n  90 d a y s  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f

28 t h e  s u r v e y  o r  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  o r

29 r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  a  m o n u m e n t .
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1 ( d )  A m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r

2 e a c h  c o n t r o l  c o r n e r  b e f o r e  a  m o n u m e n t  i s  r e m o v e d  o r  d i s t u r b e d  i n

3 c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  p e r s o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  h a s

4 t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  f i l i n g  t h e  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d .

5 ( e )  A m o n u m e n t  s h a l l  b e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h r e e  o r  m o r e

6 a c c e s s o r i e s  a n d  s h a l l  b e  c e r t i f i e d ,  s i g n e d ,  a n d  s e a l e d  b y  t h e  l a n d

7 s u r v e y o r  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s u r v e y .

8 S e c .  3 4 . 6 5 . 0 3 0 .  WHEN MONUMENT RECORD NOT REQUIRED TO BE F I L E D .

9 A m o n u m e n t  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  w h e n  a

10  p l a t  i s  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  r e c o r d i n g  o r  h a s  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  a s  a  s u b d i ­

l l  v i s i o n  s u r v e y  a p p r o v e d  b y  a  s t a t e  o r  m u n i c i p a l  p l a t t i n g  a u t h o r i t y .

12 S e c .  3 4 . 6 5 . 0 4 0 .  DUTIES OF COMMISSIONER. ( a )  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r

13 may a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

14 ( b )  The  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may n o t  c o l l e c t  a  f e e  f o r  f i l i n g  a  m o n u m e n t

15 r e c o r d .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  may c h a r g e  a  f e e  f o r  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a

16 m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d .

17 ( c )  Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  a  c o p y  o f  a  m o n u m e n t  f e c o r d

18 f i l e d  u n d e r  AS 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 2 0  t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  o r  r e c o r d e r  w i t h

19 r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  m o n u m e n t  i s

20  l o c a t e d .

2 1  S e c .  3 4 . 6 5 . 0 5 0 .  DUTIES OF MUNICIPAL CLERK OR RECORDER. E a c h

22 m u n i c i p a l  c l e r k  a n d  r e c o r d e r  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  a  f i l e  w h i c h  i s  o p e n  t o

23 t h e  p u b l i c  o f  t h e  m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  u n d e r

24  AS 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 4 0 ( c ) .

25  S e c .  3 4 . 6 5 . 0 6 0 .  C I V I L  PENALTIES.  A p e r s o n  who w i l f u l l y  o r

26 k n o w i n g l y  r e m o v e s  o r  d i s t u r b s  a  m o n u m e n t  w i t h o u t  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h

27  AS 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 2 0  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  a  c i v i l  p e n a l t y  o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 0  a  d a y

28 f o r  e a c h  d a y  t h e  d e l i n q u e n c y  c o n t i n u e s  a f t e r  t h e  t i m e  t h e  m o n u m e n t

29 r e c o r d  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  f i l e d  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r



1 s u b j e c t  t o  r i g h t  o f  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t .  An a f f i d a v i t  s t a t -

2 i n g  f a c t s  i n  m i t i g a t i o n  ma y b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  b y  a

3 p e r s o n  a g a i n s t  whom a  c i v i l  p e n a l t y  i s  a s s e s s e d .

A S e c .  3 ' 1 . 6 5 . 1 0 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,

5 ( 1 )  " a c c e s s o r y "  m e a n s  p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f

6 a  s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t  t h a t  i s  u s e d  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e

7 m o n u m e n t ;

8 ( 2 )  " A l a s k a  s t a t e  l a n d  s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t "  m e a n s  a  m o n u m e n t

9 t h a t  i s  p e r m a n e n t  i n  n a t u r e ,  t h a t  may b e  u s e d  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  r e l o c a -

10 t i o n  o f  a  l o s t  c o r n e r ,  a n d  h a t  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y

11 c o m p l e t e d  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ;

12 ( 3 )  " a l i q u o t  c o r n e r "  m e a n s  a  c o r n e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r

13 e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  l a n d  s u r v e y i n g  b y  o r  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n

14 o f  a  l a n d  s u r v e y o r ;

15 ( 4 )  " b e n c h  m a r k "  m e a n s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  i m m o v a b l e  p o i n t  t h a t

16 h a s  a  k n o w n  e l e v a t i o n  a b o v e  o r  b e l o w  s e a  l e v e l ;

17 <; ( 5 )  " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e -

18 s o u r c e s ;

19 ( 6 )  " c o n t r o l  c o r n e r "  m e a n s  a  m o n u m e n t  w h o s e  p o s i t i o n  c o n -

20  t r o l s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  a  p a r c e l  o f  l a n d ;

21  ( 7 )  " l a n d  s u r v e y o r "  m e a n s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l a n d  s u r v e y o r

22  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 4 8 ;

23 ( 8 )  " m o n u m e n t "  m e a n s

2 4  (A) a  p u b l i c  l a n d  s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t ;

25  (B)  a n  A l a s k a  s t a t e  l a n d  s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t ;

26 (C)  a n  a l i q u o t  c o r n e r  m o n u m e n t  f r o m  a  s e c t i o n  c o r n e r

27 t h r o u g h  t h e  l / 1 6 t h  c o r n e r ;

28 (D) p r i m a r y  m o n u m e n t s  w i t h i n  a  l e g a l  s u b d i v i s i o n ;

29 (E )  a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  m o n u m e n t ;



1 ( F )  a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  m o n u m e n t ;

2 (G) a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  N a t i o n a l  O c e a n  S u r v e y  m o n u m e n t ;

3 (H)  a  m o n u m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  a  p r e d e c e s s o r  o f  o r

4  s u c c e s s o r  t o  a n  a g e n c y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n ;  o r

5 ( I )  a  n.- '-nument e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 3 4 . 6 5 . 0 2 0 ( b ) ;

6 ( 9 )  " m o n u m e n t  r e c o r d "  m e a n s  a  w r i t t e n  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e d

7 d o c u m e n t  d e s c r i b i n g  a  m o n u m e n t  o r  a  b e n c h  m a r k  a n d  t h e i r  a c c e s s o r i e s ;

8 ( 1 0 )  " p u b l i c  l a n d  s u r v e y  m o n u m e n t "

9 (A) m e a n s  a  m o n u m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a  c a d a s t r a l  s u r v e y

10 by  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t ;

11  (B)  i n c l u d e s  a  m o n u m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d

12  S t a t e s  m i n e r a l  s u r v e y o r  a n d  ma de  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  l a n d  r e -

13 c o r d s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t .
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purpose connected with the operations of the company, such corporation 
say acquire title to such real eBtace or right-of-way, or easement or 
other right, in the manner provided by law for the condemnation of real 
■ate, or right-of-way. Any ditch, reservoir, or pipeline company, 
the same manner, may condemn and acquire the right to ca’re and use 

any water not previously appropriated.

General:

By the 19S2 amendments, this section la sufficiently broad to In­
clude necessary acquisition of land for construction of a generating 
plant and where a petition alleges the sale la for a public purpose, a 
motion to dismiss admltr such purposes. Miller v. Public Service Co. 
of Colo. (1954) 129 C. 513, 272 P. 2d 283.

This section doas not Include, within the purposes for which land 
may be condemned, the acquisition of land by eminent domain for the 
enlargement of an electric generating plant for machine shops and stor­
age of coal supply (prior to 1952 amendment). Potashnlk v. Public Ser­
vice Co. of Colorado (1952) 126 C. 98, 247 P. 2d 137.

When a petition in eminent domain proceedings, brought under this
section, conforms with the statute and contained necessary jurisdiction­
al averments, It was error for court to dismiss action. Otero Irriga­
tion Dlst. v. Enderud (1950) 122 C. 136, 220 P.2d 862.

A mining company has a right to condecn land for right-of-way for 
a pipeline for the milling of ore by authority of this section. Pine 
Martin Mining Co. v. Empire Zinc Co. (1932) 90 C. 529, 11 P.2d 221.

Prlvace ways of necessity are not confined to the cooroon ljv ease­
ments so designated which existed by Implied grant. Under this section 
"ways of necessity" Include che location of a road by a private corpora­
tion across private lands by the only practical way to reach property of 
the petitioner. Such question of necessity Is a Judicial question ex­
cept where a statute provides otherwise. Crystal Park Co. v. Martin 
(1915) 27 C. A 74, 146 P. 566. (Compare: Pine Hartln Mining Co. v.
Empire Zinc Co. (1932) 90 C. 529, 11 P.2d 221, on "necessity".)

Where a mining and drainage tunnel Is authorized which Is to be 
used by such mine owners as desire to avail themselves thereof eminent 
domain Is proper under this section. While not conclusive on the courts, 
the legislative Judgment as to the question of public use and service 
is entitled to great weight; and the general assembly Is the exclusive 
judge of the necessity of vesting power of eminent domain subject to the 
determination of the courts. Tanner v. Treasury Tunnel A Mining Co. 
(1906) 35 C. 593, 83 P. 464.

50-2-2. Entering lands to survey— liability.— Any corporation 
formed. for the purpose of constructing a road, ditch, tunnel or rajl- 
_roadj may cause such examination and survey as may be necessary co the 
selection of che most advantageous route, and for such purpose, by Its 
officers, agents or servancs, may enter upon the lands of anv nersnn 
or corporation, but subjecc to liability for all actual damages which 
shall be occasioned thereby.



36-18-38. Board in q u ir ie s and in ves t ig a t io n of v io la t io n s - - Report and 
prosecution. I t  sha ll be the duty of the board of examiners to inqu ire in to 
the id e n t i t y  o f any person alleged to be engaging in the unlawful p rac t ice of 
a rch i te c tu re , pro fess iona l engineering or land surveying. I t  sha ll be the duty 
o f the board to in ves t iga te every alleged v io la t io n  o f the prov is ions of th is 
chapter, and repo rt to the proper s ta te 's  atto rney any person or case tha t in 
the judgment o f the board warrants prosecution. I t  sha ll be the duty of the 
atto rney general and the several s ta te 's  attorneys to prosecute v io la t io n s of 
th is  chapter, in the name of and on beha lf of the board.

36-18-39. In ju n c t io n to prevent v io la t io n s o f chapter - - E lec t ion of 
remedies. The board of examiners may proceed by in ju n c t io n to re s t ra in v io la ­
t io ns of the prov is ions o f th is  chapter, as an a l te rn a te to crim ina l proceed­
ings. The commencement o f one proceeding by the board cons t i tu te s an e lec t ion .

36-18-40. S eve ra b i l i ty o f prov is ions . I f  any p ro v is io n of th is  chapter 
or the app l ic a t io n thereo f to any person or circumstances, is held in va l id , 
such in v a l i d i t y  sha ll not a f fe c t other prov is ions or app lica t ions of the chap­
te r which can be given e f fe c t w ithou t the in v a l id p rov is ion or app l ic a t io n and 
to th is end the prov is ions of th is  chapter are declared to be severable.

South Dakota Codified Laws

B. Powers of Surveyors, Public U t i l i t y  Corporations, Other M isce l1aneous

1-1-9. Map o f federa l acqu is i t io ns to be f i l e d  - -  Recording of evidence 
of t i t l e .  A map of any land acquired by the United Sta tes, under the p ro v i­
sions of th is chapter, sha ll be f i l e d  and recorded in the o f f i c e  of the secre­
ta ry of s ta te and the evidence of the United S ta tes ' t i t l e  sha ll be recorded 
in the county wherein the land is s itua ted as in other cases re la t in g  to the 
tra n s fe r o f real property .

1-1-10. Land en try authorized to survey boundaries —  Consent required 
to enter mine - - Damage to property . For the purpose o f making surveys re­
quired by or essen t ia l to the e f fe c t o f any acts o f the United States Congress 
or o f the Leg is la tu re o f th is s ta te or fo r the de te rm ina tion of boundaries of 
real es ta te , any of the duly authorized o f f i c e r s  or agents o f the United 
States or of th is  s ta te , or any engineer or land surveyor duly q u a l i f ie d  or 
reg is te red under the laws o f th is  s ta te , and the persons necessarily and law­
f u l l y  employed in making any such survey may en te r upon lands w ith in the 
boundaries of th is  s ta te fo r such purposes, but th is  sec tion sha ll not be con­
strued as au tho r iz ing any unnecessary in te r fe rence w ith p r iv a te r ig h ts . Noth­
ing in th is sec tion sha ll be construed to perm it any person to enter any 
sha ft , tunnel, stope, or underground workings of any in d iv id ua l person engaged 
in mining fo r precious metals w ithou t consent o f the owner or person in pos­
session of such sha f t , tunne l, stope, or underground working.

Nothing herein contained sha ll exempt any person from payment o f actual 
damages done by him wh ile upon such land.

24 Effective: July 1, 1978
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61-23-2. R i g h t  o f  e n t r y  o n  public a n d  private property; responsibility.

The engineers and surveyors of the United State* and of the state of New Me**ieo and 
registered professional engineers and land surveyors of the state afHrr Merien t nil have 
th« right to enter upon the lands and water of the state and of private persons and of private 
and puhlic corporations within the state for the purpose of m»Hnt surveys, inspections, 
examinations and maps, subject to responsibility for actual damage to crops or other 
property, or for injuries resulting from negligence or malice caused on account of such entry 
so made.

Hitt-nry: Law* 1933, ch. 132. I S; 1941 Comp. Anny Corps of Enpneen mey gc upon sicieowned or
ft 31*2427: Lr.we 1347. ch. 110, I 3; 1932 Corap. priveu lend and mebe cor* drilling cod eurfece cui
0 G7*Z1.27 explore Uotj to detennm* the feenbiht* of ceruin
Crnei-refr r-nc rv —  For r j j t  on count* lurveyor * civil flood control i t  i r .r iu t<  of New Mc-jcn.

bond, u-t 4-42-2 NMSA 1976. Ac to pcnolbec for 1957-36 Op . . C * Gen. No. S7- 31.
L-.lerfrnrg w.tr. county carveyor. ccc 4-42-6 NMSA Are. Jur. 2d end CJS. reference*. — 63 Am. Jur
1978. Ac to entry for county con lurvrye, mc 72-4-1 2d Public Landc j| 56 to 64.
NMSA 197S 73 CJS. Public Uodc ]} 36 to 73.
A police to Army Corpc of Ecrtnecrc. — The US.

61-23-3. [Violation of reference m a r k  a n d  entry provisions.]

Any person violating any of toe provisions of this act [61-23-1 to 61-23-3 NMSA 1978] shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of no: 
iess than twenty-five (S25.00) dollars nor more than one hundred iSlOO.OOi dollars for each 
such offense.

Hutory: Lewi 1913. ch. 130. t 3; 1S41 Coikpl. 
ft 31-2420: 1933 Comp. 9 67.31.26.

61-23-1. S h o r t  title.

Hi nor*-. 1933 Comp. • 67-21 •». r-reeled by Lew. Thu cci mcy be cnod cc the XnpneenEr Practice 
1937. eh. 211. I I: 1979. tn. 363. i 1. Act.'"
TTk 1JTS> »m<ndmrni ihc primiior-i of

the pr—cm eectico for Lit term rr *ccxion *mch rc*d.

61-23-5. D e c l a r a t i o n  of  policy.

The legislature declares that it is a matter of public safety, interest and concern that toe 
practice of engineering and ofland surveying merit and receive the confidence of toe public 
and that only qualified persons be permitted to engage in the practice of engineering or land 
surveying, and in order to safeguard life, health and property, and to promote the public 
welfare, any person in either public or private capacity practicing or offering to practice 
engineering or land surveying shall be required to submit evidence that he is qualified to 
so practice and shall be registered as provided: and it shall be unlawful for any person to 
practice or offer to practice in toe state, or to use in connection with his name or otherwise 
assume. use or advertise any title or description tending to convey the impression that he 
it o professional engineer or professional land surveyor or land surveyor, unless such person 
it duly registered or exempt under the provisions of the Engineering and Land Surveying 
Practice Act. That act shall be construed in accordance with this declaration of policy.

Hletnrr 19S3 Comp, ft 47.21-30. inn-led by Law* following "to mges* in Ibe practice oT neei* lb* be­
lts*. eh 211. • 2; 1979. cb. 363. 6 2. pnmrvl of the section. end eubetiuned "proffemoral
Tbr 1979 smcffdmrel cuLenlulrai cccini-t-nnc or engineer or profceeional lend eurveyor or tend sur-

leno surveying" for"engineering enj lend eurveyin*" eeyor" for 'profostionsl engineer, proleeeionel rep-

Article 23 of Chapter 6i NMSA 197S may be cited as the "Engineering and Land 
Surveying Practice Act"



•|s3o C v ^  shall be deemed a more necessary public use than use for the sane purpose
by a private corporation, and whenever a right of way shall have been 
taken and the person, firm, or corporation taking such right of way shall 
fall or neglect for five years to use the same for the purpose to which 
it had been appropriated, the attempt by smother person, firm, or corpor­
ation to appropriate such right of way shall be considered a more neces­
sary public use 5

U. Franchises f0r toll roads, toll bridges, ferries, and all other franchises, 
but such franchises shall not be taken unless for free highways, railroads, 
or other more necessary public use;

5. Any system of waterworks, electric light and power plant, wells, reservoirs, 
pipelines, machinery, franchises, and all other property of any character 
whatsoever comprising a waterworks system or an electric light and power 
system;

6. All rights of way for any and all the purposes mentioned in section 32-15“
02 and any and al1 structures and improvements thereon, and the lands held
or used in connection therewith, shall be subject to be connected with, 
crossed or intersected by any other right of way or improvement or structure 
thereon, 11167 also shall be subject to a limited use in common with the
owner thereof when necessary, but such uses, crossings, intersections, and
connections shall be made in the manner most compatible with the greatest 
public benefit and the least private injury; and

7. All classes of private property not enumerated may be taken for public use 
when such taking is authorized by law.

32-15-05. What must appear before property taken,— Before property can be 
taken it must appear;

1. That the use to which it is to be applied is a use authorized by law;
2. That the taking is necessary to such use; and
3. If already appropriated to some public use, that the public use to which 

it is to be applied is a more necessary public use.

32-15-06. Entry for making surveys.— In all cases when land is required 
for public use, the person or corporation, or his or its agents, in charge of 
such use may survey and locate the same, but it must be located in the maimer 
which will be compatible with the greatest public benefit and the least private 
injury and subject to the provisions of section 32-15“21» Whoever may be in 
charge of such public use may enter upon the land and make examinations, surveys, 
and maps thereof, and such entry shall constitute no cause of action in favor of 
the owner of the land except for injuries resulting from negligence, wantonness, 
or malice.

Operation and Effect (Court Decisions) In an application for a permit to enter 
upon private property for the purpose of making a survey and testing soil, plain­
tiff was requi red to show only that it was in the category of persons entitled to 
seek eminent domain, and was not required to prove that at that stage of the pro­
ceedings eminent domain was proper, justified and necessary. Square Butte Elec. 
Cooperative v. Dohn, 219 NV 2d 877 (197*0.

2. Arbitration

32-29-01. When arbitration authorized.— Persons capable of contracting may 
submit to the decision of one or more arbitrators any controversy which might be 
the subject of a civil action between them, except the question of title to real 
property in fee or for life. This qualification does not include questions re­
lating merely to the partition or boundaries of real property.
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§ 1-26-301 W Y O M I N G  STATUTES 1977 § 1-26-301

right to install a gate in the fence bo u  to give 
toe owner* a farm crowing. Hildebrand v. 
Chicago, B. Sl Q.R.R., 46 Wyo. 175, 17 P.2d 661 
(1933).
Jury queatlon*. —  Where cattle were injured 

by entering railroad'a property by private gate 
which w u  not protected by cattle guard* and 
plaintiff makes out prima facie caee independent 
of former 5 37-210, question of negligence is for

jury. Hildebrand v. Chicago, B. Si Q.R.R., 45 
Wyo. 175, 17 P.2d 651 (1938).
Where railroad ha* knowledge that gate* 

along right of way are customarily left open and 
no steps are taken to correct the custom, 
question of railroad's negligenco when cattle are 
injured is for the Jury. Hildebrand v. Chicago, B. 
dt Q.R.R., 45 Wyo. 176, 17 P.2d 651 (1983).

A R T I C L E  3. R O A D S ,  D I T C H E S  A N D  F L U M E S ;  PIPE, 

E L E C T R I C  T R A N S M I S S I O N ,  T E L E P H O N E  

A N D  T E L E G R A P H  L I N E S

Cross references. —  As to telegraph lines 
generally, ste art. 10, 55 12, 15 to 18, Wyo. 
Const For provision that telegraph, telephone or 
electric light line shall not be constructed within 
the limits of any municipal organization without 
the consent of its local authorities, see art 13, 
5 4, Wyo. Const As to incorporation of ditch 
company, see 5 17-12-101. As to incorporation of 
flume company, see 5 17-12-106. As to 
incorporation of telegraph company, see 
5 17-12-107. As to mining corporations 
preempting right-of-way over public lands, see 
5 3n-M28. As to power of public service 
commission to direct manner of use of public 
highways by public utilities, see 5 37-3-114.

Editor'* note. —  This article was not enacted 
as part of the original Civil Code.
Law review. —  See note, "Compensation for 

Condemnation: Recent Wyoming Development," 
17 Wyo. LJ. 246 (1963).'
Am. Jur. 2d, A L R  and CJ.S. reference*. —  

26 Am. Jur. 2d Eminent Domain §5 73.102,112, 
126, 138.
Right to use or permit use for private 

telegraph or telephone line of street or highway, 
34 A L R  405.
Furnishing electricity for telegraph or 

telephone system as a public use, 44 A L R  752; 
58 A L R  787.
?9A CJ.S. Eminent Domain 55 65 to 86.

1-26-301. Right-of-way along public w a y s  granted; permission 

. iccessary for n e w  lines.

Corporations organized under the laws of thin sta te  or of any other state or 
of the United States fo r the purpose of constructing, maintaining and operating 
telephone, telegraph or electric transmission and distribution lines may set their 
poles, piers, abutm ents, wires and other fixtures along, across or under any of 
the public roads, streets end waters of this state  in such manner as not to 
inconvenience the public in their use. Any telegraph, telephone or other company 
desiring to place their wires or other fixtures underground in any city shall first 
obtain consent from the city through the municipal authorities. A person or firm 
m ust first obtain permission from the state  highway commission or the board 
of county commissioners in the county where the construction is contemplated 
before entering upon any state  highway or county road for the purpose of 
commencing the construction of any new telephone, telegraph, or electrical 
transmission or distribution lines. (Laws 1901, rh. 31. § 1; C.S. 1910, § 3870; C.S. 
1920, § 4934; R.S. 1931, § 38-301; Laws 1939, ch. 80, §.1; C.S. 1945, § 3-6201; 
W.S. 1957, § 1-791; Laws 1977, ch. 188, § 1.)
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9 1-26-302 CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE k 1-26-L J3

§ 1-26-302. S a m e ;  right of entry u p o n  private lands.

(a) The companies may enter upon any land w hether owned by private persons 
or corporations in fee or in any less estate, except railroad rights-of-way, for 
the purpose of making preliminary surveys and examination as may be 
necessary to erect poles, piers, abutm ents, wires or other fixtures for telephone, 
telegraph or electric transmission or distribution lines. The companies may make 
such changes of location of the lines as may be deemed necessary, shall have 
the right of access to construct the line and, as may be required, to make repairs, 
and may obtain the right-of-way and condemn the land therefor in the m anner 
provided in the Wyoming Rules of Civil Procedure.

(b) If the landowner has not consented to the entry, no entry  shall be 
authorized until the company has deposited with the public service commission 
a cash or surety bond of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00). The public service 
commission shall release the bond to the company upon sufficient showing that 
the company has reached an agreem ent for entry with the landowner. If the 
company causes any damage to a landowner’s property prior to reaching an 
entry agreement, the bond shall be withheld for distribution as determined by 
a court of law or upon a settlem ent agreem ent between the company and 
landowner. (Laws 1901, ch. 31, § 2; C.S. 1910, § 3871; C.S. 1920, § 4935; R.S. 
1931, § 38-302; Laws 1939, ch. 80, § 2; C.S. 1945, § 3-6202; W.S. 1957, § 1-792; 
Laws 1977, ch. 73, § 2; ch. 188, § 1.)

Cross reference. —  For provision as to 
condemnation of property, see Rule 71.1, 
W.R.C.P.
The 1977 amendment designated the 

formerly undesignated provisions of this section 
as subsection (a), added subsection (b), and in 
subsection (a), substituted "the Wyoming Rules 
of Civil Procedure" for "section 38-303" at the 
end of the subsection and made other minor 
changes in style.

Editor's note. —  Section 1-27-302, which was 
enacted by § 1, ch. 188. Laws 1977, has been

made subsection (a) of this section and 
§ 1 -792(b), W.S. 1957, which was amended by 
§ 2, ch. 73, Laws 1977, has been made subsection 
(b) of this section. This was a Revisor's change. 
This section has also been renumbered from 
§ 1-27-302 to § 1-26-302 because of chapter 
renumbering.
Effective dates. —  Section 5. ch. 80, Laws 

1939, makes the act effective from and after 
passage. Approved February 13, 1939.
Section 3, ch. 73, Laws 1977. makes the act 

effective May 27, 1977.

§ 1-26-303. Right of eminent d o m a i n  granted.

Whenever any road, ditch, telegraph, telephone or fluming company, or any 
petroleum or other pipeline company, organized or to be organized under the 
provisions of tit's chapter, or any law of this state , or under the laws of any other 
state  and legallj doing business in this state, shall not have acquired by g ift or 
purchase, any laid , real esta te  or claim required for the construction or 
maintenance of th. ir road, ditch, flume, pipe, telegraph or telephone line, or 
which may be affe t/ed  by any operation connected with the construction or 
maintenance of the s me, the said corporation shall have the righ t of eminent 
domain and may condemn the land, real estate, right-of-way or claim required 
by the corporation in the m anner provided by the Wyoming Rules of Civil
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(c) Wherever in those counties the amount of Indian lands or those exempt from taxation 
by reason of the operation of any tederal law is th irty percent (30%) or more of the total area 
of the county, then the Board of County Commisioners may, upon its own initiative, and if the 
public interests demand it, move to secure roads over, adjacent to, or for the benefit of all 
such exempted lands in the following manner: The Board shall call upon the Director as a 
disinterested party to undertake and make such surveys, plans and estimates and obtain all 
other essential data and records as are required to make a full and complete statement and 
report upon the interest involved, and to make such recommendations as in the premises 
may seem proper. When so prepared, the Department shall then advance the matter to the 
Department of the Interior of the United States, or to any other federal department 
concerned, through its proper local representative, if there be one, with the request that the 
matter be considered <_.id disposed of as speedily as possible. If the project be so approved 
and authorized, then the work may proceed under the special supervision and direct 
administration of the Department and subject to such special regulations as the 
circumstances seem to require.

69 § 651. Section and quarter section corners
The provisions of Sections 1229-1233 of this Code, relating to the markii .g and ob'iteration 

of section and quarter section corners within rights-of-way of State highways, shall apply 
with full force and effect and in like manner to the Board of County Conn missioners of each 
county, whenever section corners or quarter section corners are obliterated, or may be 
obliterated by the construction or resurfacing of either low type or high type paved roads of 
any county highway within the county.

69 § 702. Entry upon premises to make surveys and examinations for establishment or 
relocation of highways— Notice

The Department, through its authorized agents and employees, may enter upon any lands, 
waters, and premises in the State for the purpose of making surveys, soundings and drillings, 
and examinations as may be determined necessary or convenient for the purpose of 
establishing, locating, relocating, constructing, and maintaining State highways or 
relocations thereof and facilities necessary and incidental thereto. Such entry shall not be 
deemed a trespass, nor shall an entry for such purpose be deemed an entry under any 
condemnation proceedings which may be then pending; but notice shall be given to the 
owner of or person residing on the premise, personally or by registered mail, at leastten (10) 
days prior to such entry.

69 § 703. Reimbursement for actual damages
The Department shall make reimbursement for any actual damages resulting to such 

lands, waters, premises and property as a result of activities pursuant to the preceding 
Section. In the event of disagreement as to the amount of the damage, either the person 
damaged o rth e  Department may file a petition with the D is tric tC ourtfo rtheappo in tm ento f 
commissioners to appraise the damages and proceed to  have the same determined as in 
condemnation proceedings.

69 § 704. Commission to complete and revise maps
The Commission may complete the topographic mapping of the State of Oklahoma and 

revise existing United States Topographic maps of the State, so that a complete and accurate 
map of the entire State may be complete and obtained by State departments and agencies, 
the Federal Government, and all persons desiring information relative to the natural 
resources of the State RQ.c>



69 § 705. United States Geological Survey, agreements with
The commission may enter into agreements with the Director of the United States 

Geological Survey, or legal successor thereof, for the purpose of making the necessary 
surveys and maps, and preparing data covering topographic surveys, so that they may be 
made available for public use.

69 § 706. Expenses
The Commission shall pay the expenses incurred under Sections 704 and 705 out of the 

State Highway Construction and Maintenance Fund upon proper vouchers. Provided, that 
any funds so expended shall be matched by the United States Government, and the total 
expenditures of State funds shall not exceed Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) in any 
fiscal year.

69 § 707. Surveys— Lawful to cross premises
For the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of Sections 704 and 705, it shall be 

lawful for all persons employed in the making of the topographic survey to enter upon and 
cross all lands within the State; provided, however, that in so doing no damage shall be done 
to private property.

69 § 1229. Location and identification of corners within right-of-way
The Department shall, in cooperation with the County Surveyor of the county affected, 

locate section and quarter section corners within the right-of-way of all State highways when 
surveys and plans are being made for contemplated new construction or resurfacing, and re­
mark such corners in the right-of-way by a suitable marker, of a design to be approved by the 
Department. Whenever such corners are located on a highway to be hard-surfaced, or 
resurfaced, the Department shall identify such corners on the roadway by bronze surface 
markers, of a design to be approved by the Department.

69 § 1230. Obliteration of corners by highway construction
Where any section or quarter section is obliterated, or may be obliterated, by highway 

c o iw  uction, the Department shall witness the location of such corners by two or more well 
defined objects located outside of the contemplated right-of-way limits and shall note such 
witnesses on the highway construction plans.

69 § 1231. Re-marking of existing corners
The Department shall also re-mark existing section corners and quarter section corners on 

State Highways that are now paved, with markers similar to those described herein, where 
reliable reference ties are available.



his deputy a professional engineer; Provided, Ihis requirement shall 
not apply if the county suivuyor is both a professional engineer and 

a Registered Land Surveyor.

Source: Laws 1879, § 127, p. 380; Laws 1905, c. 50, § 1, p. 295;

R.S 1913, § 5085; Laws 1921, c. 141, § 1, p. COO; C.S. 
1922, § 5015, C.S.1929, § 26-J001; Laws 1939, c. 28, § 18, 

p. 154; C.S Supp.,1941, § 28-1001; U.S. 1943, § 23-1901; 
Laws 1909, c. 170, § 1, p. 717.

23-1901 01. County surveyor; appointment from another county; 

whon. W h e n  there Is no qualified surveyor within a county who 
v/ill accept the office of county surveyor, the county board of such 

county m a y  appoint a competent surveyor from any other county of 
the State of Nebrasku to such office.

Source: Laws 1951, c. 45, § 1, p. 162.

23-1902. Chalnmon; employment; oath. All necessary chalnmcn 

shall be employed by the person or persons causing the survey to be 
made. The chalnmcn shall be disinterested persons, and approved 
of and sworn by the surveyor to measure justly and exactly, to the 
best of their knowledge and ability, all lines measured by them.

Source: Laws 1879, § 130, p. 386; R.S 1913, § 5C86; C.S.1922, 

§ 5016; C.S. 1929, § 20-1602.

23-1903. Witnesses; atlcndnnco and testimony; power to compel; 

fees. The county surveyor nr his deputy, in the performance of his 
official duties, shall have the power tu s u m m o n  and compel the at­

tendance of witnesses before him, to lestif• respecting the location 

and identification of any line or corner. W h e n  any such witness 

testifies to any material fact, his testimony must be reduced to 

writing and subscribed by him and made a matter of record. The 

county surveyor and his deputy are hereby authorized and e m p o w­

ered to administer oaths and affirmations to any person appearing 

as a witness before them. But the testimony as provided for herein 

shall never be used os evidence in any action involving corners or 
botlndnry lines, except for the purpose of impeachment. Each wit­
ness shall be entitled to the same fees allowed before justices of the 

pence.

Source: Laws 1913, c. 43, § 1, p. 142; R.S.1913, § 5687; Laws 

1921, c. 138, § 1, p. 604; C.S.1922, § 5017; C.S.1929, 
§ 26-1603.

23-1904. Surveyor's certificate; use as ovidenco: effect. The cer­

tificate of the county surveyor of any survey made by him of any 

lands in the county shall be presumptive evidence of the facts stated 
therein, unless such surveyor shall be interested in the same.

Source: Laws 1913, c. 43, § 2, p. 142; R.S.1913, § 5688; CS.1922, 

§ 50)8; C.S.1929, § 26-160-1.

/ f i z z # * * #
23 1905. Surveyor; interest; disqualification; who may act. W h e n­

ever a survey of any lands or lots is required, in which the courtly 
surveyor is interested, such survey m ay be made by the surveyor of 
another county in like manner and to the same effect as though 
such survey had been made by the surveyor of the county where the 
land is situated. The surveyor doing the work shall record the field 
notes of said survey in the official record of surveys of the county 
wherein the land is situated.

Source: Laws 1913, c. 43, § 3, p. 142; R.S 1913, § 5C89; C.S.1922. 
§ 5019; C.S.1929, § 26-1605.

23-19C6. Trespass; cxompllon from liability. The county sur­

veyor in the performance of his official duties, shall not be’liable
to prosecution for trespass.

Source: Laws 1913, c. 43, § 4, p. 143; R.S.1913, § 5C90; C.S 1922,
§ 5020; C.S 1929, § 20-160G.

County surveyo r, w hen In pe rfo rin - sin tfcr v. Stole, 125 Neb 850. 244 N.W .
once of )>ls o ffic ia l U n til s. Is nut U- 784.
able lo prosecu tion fo r trcspnss. KIs-

23-1907. Original comers; porpeluatlon. It shall be the duty of 

the county surveyor in surveys made by him to prepetuate all orig­
inal corners not at the time well marked, and all corners or angles 
that he m a y  establish or reestablish, in a permanent manner by 

setting monuments of concrete, burned vitrified clay, iron or stone, 

and depositing at the base thereof, at a suitable depth to protect it 

from loss or destruction, a memorial of durable material upon which 

shall be marked the dale and the initial letters of the surveyor’s 
name, and where the corner is unmistakably a government coiner, 

the letters C.C. (Initial letters of the words Government Corner), in 

addition thereto; and where suitably growing trees are convenient 

to such corner or angle, he shall, in addition to said monument and 
memorial, carefully note the direction and distance to the middle of 

each tree, the size and kind of tree, all of which shall be carefully 

noted In the field notebook provided for that purpose. Where wit­
ness pits were dug at any original government corners, and they can 

be identified as such, the surveyor shall record their directions nnd 

distances from the corner, according to the instructions of the State 

Surveyor.

Sourco: Laws 1913, c. 43, § 5, p. 143; R.S.1913, § 5691; C.S.1922, 

§ 5021; C.S.1929, § 26-1607.

23-1908. Corners; establishment and restoration; rules governing. 

The boundaries of the public lands established by the duly ap­

pointed government surveyors, w h e n  approved by the Surveyor 
General and accepted by the government, are unchangeable, nnd 

the corners established thereon by them shall be held and considered 
as the true corners which they were Intended to represent, and 

the restoration of lines and corners of said surveys and the division 

of sections into their legal subdivisions shall be In accordance with 

the laws of the United States, the circular of Instructions of the 

commissioner of the general land office on the restoration of lost

-15-



K a o s  a s
Chapter 26— E M I N E N T  D O M A I N

26-5. Procedure Act. 26-501 to 26-517.

20-512. Same; making surveys and loca­
tion. The prospective condemner or its agents 
m a y  enter upon the land and make examina­
tions, surveys and maps thereof, and such 
entry shall constitute no cause of action in 
favor of the owners of the land, except for 
actual damages thereto. [L. 1903, ch. 234, 
§ 12: Jan. 1, 1%4.J
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GOOD B ILL ! 3 4 * 6 5 * 0 2 0 (A) AND (B) COULD BE INTERPRETED TO EXCLUDE 
THE GENERAL PUBLIC FOR LOOKING FOR A SURVEY MONUMENT * ALSO OPEN 
UP THIS'MONUMENT RECORDING CAPABILITY TO THOSE THAT CAN SHOW 
COMPETENCE * THERE ARE MANY HUNDEREDS OF PEOPLE IN THE STATE 
THAT ARE EXPERT IN THE LOCATION AND RECOGNITION AND VERIFICATION 
OF SURVEY MONUMENTS*
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