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Honorab le A r l is s  Sfcurgulewski 
A laska Senate 
2957 Sheldon Jackson 
Anchorage, M . 99508

Dear Senator Sturgulewski:

I  would l ik e  to  take th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to b r in g  you up to ca te on what 
the Department o f M i l i t a r y  and Veterans A f fa i r s  (DMVA) is  doing fo r the 
S ta te and more s p e c i f ic , you r e le c t io n  d i s t r i c t .  The b e n e f its  and 
f i s c a l im pacts which are re a liz e d  from th is  Department are ve ry s ig n i f ­
ic a n t and the bes t p a r t is , th a t the S ta te o n ly c o n tr ib u te s about 10% 
o f the o v e ra l l c o s t .

The DMVA p ro v id e s employment fo r more than 800 fu l l - t im e  employees and 
3,500 p a r t - t im e rs  o r  N a tio n a l Guard personne l th roughou t A laska . The 
combined annua l p a y r o l l is  $42.3 m i l l i o n . DMVA spent more than $37 
m i l l i o n  du r in g FY 35 w ith in  the Anchorage Bowl a rea .

A lthough the Army and A ir N a tio n a l Guard p a r t ic ip a te  in  numerous 
community p ro je c ts , they are most v is ib le  in  tim es o f s t i t e  c r i-7  
s is — p a r t i c u la r l y  n a tu ra l d is a s te rs . D u ring 1985, th is  De\ artm ent 
rendered d is a s te r ass is ta n ce to 35 A laska communities. The T.ationaQ. 
Guard and Nava l M i l i t i a  c o n t in u a l ly  t r a in  fo r t h e i r  fe d e ra l m i l i t a r y  
m o b il iz a t io n  m iss io n s and th is  fe d e ra l ly  funded t r a in in g  and u is c ip l l n ^  
they re c e iv e adequa te ly prepares them to a s s is t in  n a tu ra l d is a s te rs . 
The A laska D iv is io n  o f Emergency Serv ices (ADES), w ith in  the DMVA, is  
the o v e ra l l S ta te co o rd in a tin g  o f f ic e  to p ro fe s s io n a l ly  address S ta te 
emergency s i tu a t io n s . ADES stands ready to  he lp communities w ith  
response and re co ve ry ass is ta nce to n a tu ra l and man-made d is a s te rs , and 
a lso in  lo c a l t r a in in g  and p la nn in g fo r d is a s te r response and recove ry . 
In  the pas t yea r 3,500 people were tra in e d  in  d is a s te r management by 
th is  DMVA d iv is io n . Th is lo c a l t r a in in g  program has pa id la rg e d iv i ­
dends in  the form o f r e la t i v e ly  low p ro p e r ty damage (and no lo ss c»f4 
l i f e )  as w itnessed in  the 1985 sp r in g flo o d s which occu rred a lo ng 
r iv e r s  in  in t e r i o r  A la ska . I t  was com fo rtin g to see the p o s it iv e  
re s u l ts  o f t h is  d is a s te r management t r a in in g . Our communities were 
co n s id e ra b ly b e t te r ab le to prepare themselves due to  our flo o d  c o n tro l 
watch and warn ing t r a in in g  programs.



t P a g e  2

The weekend t r a in in g  th a t our N a tio n a l Guard and Nava l M i l i t i a  
pe rsonne l re ce ive is  n e a r ly always va lu a b le to the member's c i v i l i a n  
employer. The sp e c ia liz e d t r a in in g  th a t many o f them re c e iv e would 
co s t thousands o f d o lla r s  to o b ta in  in  the p r iv a te  s e c to r . In  1985, 
the Army Guard w i l l  have spent $15,000 and the A i r  Guard w i l l  have 
spent $23,000, on an average, to suppo rt the t r a in in g  o f each o f i t s  
members. Most o f these d o lla r s  go d ir e c t l y  to  jo b s k i l l  t r a in in g .

A l i t t l e  known fa c t rega rd in g the number o f ve te ran s re s id in g  in  A laska 
is  th a t A laska has the h ig h e s t pe r c a p ita  ve te ra n s p o p u la tio n  in  the 
n a t io n — 67,000. DMVA has undertaken an e f fe c t iv e  se rv ic e  program o f 
"ve te ra n advocacy and a s s is ta n c e ," which has served 3,500 ve te rans in  
the la s t two years many o f whom had w id e -ra n g in g concerns and problems.

For a sm a ll Department, you w i l l  p robab ly agree th a t the economic 
im pact and b e n e f i ts  to the S ta te are s u b s ta n t ia l . DMVA reco rds fo r 
you r e le c t io n  d i s t r i c t  have been rev iew ed . You shou ld f in d  th is  
in fo rm a tio n  ve ry in te re s t in g  and re v e a lin g .

S ix te en hundred f o r t y - f i v e  p a r t- t im e  Guardsmen and 565 fu l l - t im e  
in d iv id u a ls  were employed du rin g FY 85 in  Senate D i s t r i c t  F. Add i­
t io n a l l y , $490,000 was spent on armory con s tru c tio n /im p ro vem en ts and an 
a d d it io n a l $539,000 was pa id fo r o th e r c o n s tru c t io n  p ro je c ts . F u rth e r 
expend itu re s were over $496,000 on u t i l i t i e s ,  $275,000 on 
communications, $90,000 fo r ve te ran s death b e n e f i ts , $1.4 m i l l io n  on 
c o n tra c ts , $219,000 on commercial t ra n s p o r ta t io n , and $3.2 m i l l io n  on 
v e h ic le  fu e ls  and AVGAS. Another $2.5 m i l l i o n  was spent on o th e r 
p ro je c ts  and b e n e f its  w ith in  the Department.

DMVA made 15 equipment loans to n o n -p ro p f i t agenc ies and c iv ic  groups 
in  suppo rt o f th e i r  a c t iv i t i e s  d u r in g FY 85. Tne N a tio n a l Guard was a 
key suppo rt agency du ring the Walk fo r H ^ e , p ro v id ed a dm in is tra t iv e  
sto rage a t Camp L x r r o l l d u rin g the B a r t le t t H igh School asbestos 
remov 1 p ro je c t , co\ s tru c te d  a saxmon v iew in g p la t fo rm  on Eagle R ive r 
and a ided the Boy Sco ’ts  a t Camp G.-'rsuch.

In  con c lu s io n , I  hope h is  le t t e r  has b e t te r in fo rm ed you to see the 
DMVA as a ve ry necessary p u b lic  se rv ic e n e c e s s ity wh ich is  t ie d  to 
A la s ka 's h e r ita g e , our n a t io n a l defense and be tte rm en t o f people in  
gen e ra l. I f  the con ten ts o f t h is  le t t e r  genera tes any fu r th e r 
ques tion s o r the DMVA can p ro v id e any fu r th e r se rv ic e  o r in fo rm a tio n  to 
you, p lease le t  us know. In  the mer *ime I  would l i k e  to  w ish you a 
ve ry Happy H o lid a y Season, and a smo p ro d u c t iv e , and rew a rd ing 1986 
le g is la t iv e  sess ion .

S in c e re ly ,

EDWARD G. PAGANO 
Major Genera l, AK NG 
The A d ju ta n t General
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