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T O ;  A l l  M e m b e r s

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  S t a f l

S e n a t e 1 R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

R E :  H J R  3 8

H J R  3 8  r e q u e s t s  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  

a l l o w  t h e  s t o c k i n g  o f  f i s h  a n d  t h e  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  f i s h i n g  r e ­

s o u r c e s  w i t h i n  T u s t u m e n a  L a k e  i n  t h e  K e n a i  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e .

T h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  o f  t h e  K e n a i  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  

p l a n  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  c l a s s i f i e d  t h i s  

a r e a  a s  a  w i l d e r n e s s  u n i t ,  a n d  t h i s  d e s i g n a t i o n  w o u l d  n o t  a l l o w  

f i s h e r i e s  e n h a n c e m e n t  i n  T u s t u m e n a  L a k e .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  

G a m e  h a s  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h i s  p r o h i b i t i o n .  J u n e  7 ,  1 9 8 5  i s  t h e  l a s t  

d a t e  f o r  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  p l a n .
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M E M O R A N D U M  

M a y  1 0 ,  1 9 8 5

T O :  S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e p .  M i k e  N a v a r r A

A t t a c h e d  i s  b a c k - u p  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  H J R 3 8 .  T h i s  m e a s u r e  p a s s e d  t h e  

H o u s e  w i t h  a  u n a n i m o u s  v o t e ,  a n d  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  t o d a y .  

I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h i s  m e a s u r e  b e  s c h e d u l e d  a s  s o o n  a s  

p o s s i b l e .  T h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  

P l a n  f o r  t h e  K e n a i  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  i s  J u n e  7 ,  1 9 8 5 .  I f  t h i s  

m e a s u r e  d o e s n ’ t  p a s s  t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  i t  w i l l  b e  t o o  l a t e .

T h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  h e l p .



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
TO:

FROM:

P a t  M a l o n o  
A d m  i  n i s t r a ,  '• v e  A s s  1 s t  a n t

t o  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N a v a r r e  f i l e n o : 
f t l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  — J u n s a u

TELEPHONE NO:

DATE: A p r i l  . 9 4 ,  1 9 6 5

D a v e  D a i s y
R e g i o n a l  P r o g r a r f t  ' M a n a g e :  
F R E D  D i v i s i o n  —  A n c h o r a g e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e

> 7 — £  1  £ G

s u b j e c t : i . i s t  u n i e n a  S o c k e y e
E n h a n c e  r n e  n  t  P  r  o q r a m

E n c l o s e d  a r e  t w o  d o c u m e n t s  t h a ^ t  s h o u l d  h e l p  e x p l a i n  t h e  
T u s t u m e n a  L a k e  S o c k e y e  E n h a n c e m e n t  P r o g r a m .  O n e  i s  
S o c k e y e  S a l m o n  I n v e s t  i  g a t  i o n ,  T u s t u m e n a .  L a k e  S y s t e m ,  
A l a s k a  — P r o g r e s s  R e p o r t  N u m b e r  3  w h i c h  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  
p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  s t u d i e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e f f e c t s  
o f  s o c k e y e  s a l m o n  e n h a n c e m e n t  o n  T u s t u m e n a  L a k e ,  a n d  
t h e  o t h e r  i s  t h e  a b s t r a c t  o f  t w o  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  g i v e n  b y  
L o r e n  F l a g g ,  t h e  a r e a  b i o l o g i s t  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  
T u s t u m e n a  p r o g r a m ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  e n h a n c e m e n t  p r o g r a m  
a n d  t h e  T u s t u m e n a  s o c k e y e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o j e c t .  Y o u  
w i l l  n o t e  t h e  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  S- W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  i s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  i n v e s t  i  g a t  i o n  p r o j e c t .  P .  q u o t e  f r o m  
F l a g g ’ s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  s u m s  i t  u p  b e s t  —  " O u r  s t u d i e s  t o  
d a t e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  T u s t u m e n a  L a k e  s t o c k i n g  p r o g r a m  
h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t o t a l  p r o d u c t i o n  f r o m  
t h e  l a k e  w i t h o u t  a n y  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t s . "

I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  T u s t u m e n a  s t o c k i n g  p r o g r a m  
i n v o l v e s  n o  h a b i t a t  m a n ! p u l a t  i o n ,  n o  p e r m a n e n t  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d  u t i l i z e s  s t o c k s  n a t i v e  t o  t h e  T u s t u m e n a  
s y s t e m -  I t  t a k e s  a d v a n t a g e  o f  p l a n k t o n  ( s o c k e y e  f o o d )  
p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  i s  s u r p l u s  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  s o c k e y e  
p r o d u c e d  n a t u r a l l y  i n  t h e  s y s t e m .

T u s t u m e n a  L a k e  i s  t o t a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  A n d y  S i m o n s  
W i l d e r n e s s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  K e n a i  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  
R e f u g e  ( K N U R ) .  T h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  o f  t h e  K N W R
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  P l a n  ( C C P )  d e f i n e s  f i s h e r i e s  
e n h a n c e m e n t  a s  " a c t i o n s  t a k e n  t o  i n c r e a s e  f i s h e r y  
s t o c k s  a b o v e  h i s t o r i c  l e v e l s .  I n c l u d e s  l a k e
f e r t  i 1 i  z a t  i o n s t o c k i n g ,  b u i l d i n g  h a t c h e r i e s  a n d

s t r e a m s .p a s s a g e s ,  a n d  a r t i f i c i a l l y  i n c u b a t i n g  f i s h  i n  s ~ r e a r  
T h e  C C P  s t a t e s  t h a t  f i s h e r i e s  e n h a n c e m e n t  w i l l  n o t  b e  
p e r m i t t e d  i n  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  a s  w e l l  a s  a r e a s  w h e r e  
m i n i m a l  m a n a g e m e n t  t e c h n i c u e s  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a n a g e m e n t

T h i s  i n  e f f e c t  e l i m i n a t e s  
: o f  t h e  K N W R .  W e  o b j e c t  t o  

t h i s  o u t r i g h t  p r o h i b i t i o n  o n  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  KN W R .  
F i s h e r y  e n h a n c e m e n t  e n c o m p a s s e s  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  
a c t i v i t i e s -  W e  b e l i a v e  t h a t  s o m e  f o r m s  o f  e n h a n c e m e n t  
a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h i n  a l l  m a n a g e m e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  
s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  p e n d i n g  a n  a c t i v i t y — s p s c i f i c  r e v i e w .

t e c h n i q u e s  w i l l  b e  a p p l i e d ,  
f i s h e r y  e n h a n c e m e n t  f r o m  S '

02 00IAlRov 101791



T o  P a t  M a l o n e  — £ -  A p r i l  £ 4 , 1 0 8 5

T o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  t h e  p e r m i t t i n g  l e v e l  i n d i c a t e d  f o r  
f i s h e r i e s  e n h a n c e m e n t  i n  T a b l e  £ 1  o f  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  o f  
t h e  K N W R  C C P  n e e d s  t o  b e  c h a n g e d .  T h e  s u g g e s t e d  
w o r d i n g  i s :  T a b l e  £ 1 ,  F i s h e r i e s  E n h a n c e m e n t  —  C h a n g e
a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  t o :  " P e r m i t t e d  i n  s p e c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s
w i t h  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s . "

I  h o p e  t h e  a b o v e  a n d  t h e  e n c l o s e d  d o c u m e n t s  a r e  o f  u s e  
t o  y o u .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  c u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e .  M y  h o m e  p h o n e  i s  £ 4 3 — 0 5 4 4  a n d  
m y  w o r k  p h o n e  i s  £ £ 7 — £ : L £ £ .

G o o d  l u c k .

E n c l o s u r e s

c c :  M o b e r l y
F l a g g

S. A. (STAN) MOBERLY

STATE OF ALASKA

DIRECTOR

CAPITAL OFFICE PARK 
P.O. BOX 3.2000

DIVISION OF FISHERIES REHABILITATION. 
ENHANCEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT (FRED) 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

JUNEAU. ALASKA 90802 
OFFICE: (907) 965.9160 
HOME: (907) 789-0029



A b s t r a c t  o f  P r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  Kenai P en in su la  Borough 
Resource  Deve lopment Commission ( 3 / 1 8 / 8 5 )  and 
Cook I n l e t  A qu acu l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( 3 / 2 3 / 8 5 )  

on Tustumena Lake Sockeye Salmon Enhancement Program

by

Loren B. F lagg 
Area B i o l o g i s t  

A la s k a  Depar tment  o f  F i sh  and Game 
D i v i s i o n  o f  F i s h e r i e s  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  

Enhancement, and Development

The Crooked Creek H a t ch e ry ,  l o c a t e d  a t  K a s i l o f ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  in  1974 .  

Add i t i o n s  t o  the  f a c i l i t y  i n  the  l a t e  1 9 7 0 ' s  and e a r l y  1 9 8 0 ' s  b rough t  the 

c a p a c i t y  o f  the  h a t che ry  t o  20 m i l l i o n  sa lmon eggs.

The p r ima ry  pu rpose  o f  the  f a c i l i t y  i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  the  sockeye ( r e d )  sa lmon 

p roduc t i o n  a t  Tustumena Lake .  Lake r e a r i n g  s t u d i e s  i n  the  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ' s 

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the system was spawning l i m i t e d ,  as opposed to  r e a r i n g  

l im i t e d ,  and t h a t  the  l a k e  was c ap ab l e  o f  p roduc ing  more sa lmon f r y  than 

the  spawning grounds cou ld  s u p p l y .  Recen t  s t u d i e s  v e r i f y  t h a t  t h i s  assump­

t i o n  was c o r r e c t  - we have demons t ra ted  th rough  the  s t o c k i n g  and e v a l u a t i o n  
. .program t h a t  the  l a k e  can produce more f i s h .

P rodu c t i on  s t o c k i n g  was i n i t i a t e d  in  1979  a t  a l e v e l  o f  7 . 8  m i l l i o n  sockeye 

f r y .  From 19S2 to  1984 we reached the  f u l l  p r o du c t i o n  l e v e l  o f  about  
16 - 1 7  m i l l i o n  f r y  a n n u a l l y .

Most sockeye sa lmon f r y  r e a r  f o r  one y e a r  in  Tustumena Lake b e f o r e  m ig r a t i n g  

t o  sea as sm o l t .  S ince  1930 the number o f  smo l t  m ig r a t i n g  f r om  Tustumena 

Lake has i n c r e a s ed  ( 1 - 1 4  m i l l i o n )  as has the  h a t che ry  c o n t n b i  (3?. --25%).



Our e v a l u a t i o n  s t u d i e s  have add re s sed  the q u e s t i o n s :  ( 1 )  " a r e  the  s n o l t

be ing produced f rom the  l a k e  in  good c o n d i t i o n ,  and ( 2 )  a r e  we in  any way 

harming the n a t u r a l  s t o c k  o r  the  e n v i r o nm en t " .  Our s t u d i e s  t o  da te  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  Tustueman Lake s t o c k i n g  program has r e s u l t e d  in  an 

i n c r e a s e  in  t o t a l  p r o d u c t i o n  f r om  the  l a k e  w i t h o u t  any n eg a t i v e  e f f e c t s . -  

The smo l t  coming ou t  o f  the  l a k e  a r e  i n  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n  and we have ' 

obse rved  no adve r s e  impacts  on w i l d  s t o c k s  o r  the  r e a r i n g  env i ronmen t .

In 1 984 ,  the  y e a r  o f  the  l a r g e s t  sm o l t  m ig r a t i o n  ( 1 4 . 2  m i l l i o n ) ,  age 1 . 0  

smo l t s  ware the  l a r g e s t  we have o b s e r v e d .  ‘ The p l a n k t o n  p o p u l a t i o n  has 

h e ld  up s t r o n g l y ,  i n  f a c t  t h e  p l a n k t o n  index  was h i g h e r  in  1984 than i t  
was in  1980 .

The a d d i t i o n a l  sa lmon sm o l t  be ing produced f rom the  system w i l l  mean more 

a d u l t s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c om me rc ia l ,  s p o r t ,  and s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h e rm en .  At a 

minimum, 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  a d d i t i o n a l  a d u l t  sa lmon w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  on an annual 

b a s i s  f o r  h a r v e s t  as a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  the  enhancment program. The 

e x - v e s s e l  v a l u e  e s t im a ted  t o  commerc ia l  f i s h e rm en  in  C en t r a l  Cook I n l e t  

M s  1 . 6  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  When added t o  the  annua l v a l u e  o f  S 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  

r i s h  produced f rom L e i s u r e  L ake ,  which a r e  h a r v e s t e d  by Lower Cook I n l e t  

s e i n e r s ,  we e s t im a t e  t h a t  2 . 0  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a n n u a l l y  w i l l  go d i r e c t l y  

t o -commerc ia l  f i s h e rm en  f r om  ou r  s t o c k i n g  program s t a r t i n g  nex t  y e a r .

The f i r s t  w h o l e s a l e  v a l u e ,  o r  v a l u e  produced f rom the  f i s h  pack ,  i s  

g e n e r a l l y  c on s id e r ed  t o  be abou t  2 t i r e s  the  e x - v e s s e l  v a lu e  ( $ 4 . 0  m i l l i o n )  

There a re  o t h e r  m u l t i p l i e r s ,  as the  d o l l a r  r o l l s  o v e r  in  the  community,  

however ,  I ’ l l  l e a v e  t h a t  a n a l y s i s  f o r  the  e c on om is t s .



S ince  the  Tustumena Lake sockeye sa lmon s t o c k i n g  program accounts  f o r  o v e r  

90 "  o f  the  Crooked Creek Ha tche ry  p r o d u c t i o n ,  th e  l o s s  o f  t h i s  s t o c k ing  

program would in  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  mean c l o s u r e  o f  th e  h a t c h e r y .  The ha t che ry  

a l s o  p r o v i d e s  k ing s a lmon ,  coho sa lm on ,  and s t e e l h e a d  f o r  s p o r t  f i s h e rm en .  

L a s t  y e a r  o v e r  5 , 0 0 0  a d u l t  k ing sa lmon were caugh t  a t  Crooked Creek .  Th is  

f i s h e r y  ranked second behind the  Kenai R i v e r  i n  k ing  sa lmon catch on t h e '  

Kenai P e n i n s u l a  in  1 9 8 4 .  Th i s  p rogram and the  o t h e r s ,  coho and s t e e l h e a d ,  

would be in  j e o p a r d y  i f  the  h a t c h e ry  i s  c l o s e d .

We ask o n l y  t h a t  the  f u t u r e  s t o c k i n g  progam a t  Tustumena Lake be d i r e c t e d  

based on the  m e r i t s  o f  the  p rog ram ;  t h a t  i s  th e  ag reement  we had wit a the  

U. S .  F i sh  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  when we i n i t i a t e d  o u r  5 y e a r  c o o p e r a t i v e  

s tudy  in  1 9 8 1 .  The S t a t e  has recommended t o  the  USFWS to  change the  

F i s h e r i e s  Enhancement s e c t i o n  o f  the  Kenai N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge P lan  

t o  r e ad :  " F i s h e r i e s  enhancement p e rm i t t e d  in  s p e c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s  w i th

c o o p e r a t i v e  a g re em en t s " .  The S t a t e  a l s o  recommended t h a t  the  "Tustumena 

Lake sockeye sa lmon s t o c k i n g  be c on t inu ed  u n t i l  t h e  S e r v i c e  and ADF&G 

‘ j o i n t l y  d e te rm ine  t h a t  th e se  p r o j e c t s  have been comp le ted  o r  no l o n g e r  
ach ieve  t h e i r  s t a t e d  o b j e c t i v e s " .

The KNWR p lan  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  soon f o r  a 60 day p u b l i c  comment p e r i o d .

We would encourage  y o u ,  as i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  as a g r o u p ,  t o  rev iew  t h i s  p lan  

and p r o v id e  comments t o  the  USFWS. The S t a t e  wou ld  a p p r e c i a t e  y ou r  suppo r t  

on the Tustumena Lake i s s u e .  Thank y ou .



F i g u re  1 .  I ' o s i l o f  R i v e r  d r a in a g e  and m a j o r  sockeye  sa lmon r e a r i n g  l a k e .



Tab le  1.  Tustumena Lake sockeye  sa lmon f r y  s t o c k i n g  and mark ing h i s t o r y ,  1 9 7 6 - 8 4 .  
    — — , . . . . .     -   • ..■■■■ _

_________ G l a c i e r  F l a t s  C reek_______________  Dear C reek______________
Number ’  Number T o t a l

R e l e a s e  Number marked Number marked Number Number
 f r y  s t o c ked RV P e r c e n t  f r y  s tocked  LV_________ P e r c en t  f r y  s to cked  marked P e r c en t

1976 1 , 1 3 7 , 7 0 4 — — - -

1977 — — — - -

1970 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 -- -- --

1979 4 , 0 6 4 , 1 9 3 3 0 , 5 0 2 . 6 2 2 , 8 9 9 , 7 8 5

1900 2 , 7 0 6 , 6 1 0 3 2 , 6 6 9 1 . 2 0 2 , 4 9 9 , 2 3 2

1901 4 , 9 6 7 , 5 2 6 1 9 0 , 4 0 9 3 . 9 9 3 , 0 0 9 , 0 4 5

1902 8 , 2 9 9 , 5 6 0 2 1 0 , 1 1 4 2 . 5 3  • 7 , 6 4 8 , 6 0 2

1903 9 , 7 6 0 , 1 0 0 2 0 1 , 8 0 0 2 . 0 7 7 , 1 7 4 , 8 0 0

1904 9 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 202 ,400013 2 . 0 8 7 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 02 ()2_ jm m v 2_._07

4 0 4 , 5 0 0 4 . 1 5

1 , 1 3 7 , 7 8 4 "" ™

— - - 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 - - -  -

3 6 , 0 9 5 1 . 2 4 7 , 7 6 3 , 9 7 8 6 6 , 5 9 7 . 8 6

3 2 , 7 5 8 1 .31 5 , 2 0 5 , 8 4 2 6 5 , 4 2 7 1 . 2 6

2 5 3 , 9 4 7  ’ 6 . 6 7 8 , 7 7 6 , 5 7 1 4 5 2 , 3 5 6 5 . 1 5

2 4 8 , 6 3 9 3 . 2 5 1 5 , 9 4 8 , 1 6 2 4 5 8 , 7 5 3 2 . 8 0

2 1 0 , 4 0 0 3 . 0 4 1 6 , 9 3 4 , 9 0 0 4 2 0 , 2 0 0 2 . 4 8
2 9 , 4 0 0 0 . 4 0 1 7 , 0 5 0 , 0 0 0 4 3 3 , 9 0 0 2 . 5 4



Appendix A. K a s i l o f  R i v e r  s m o l t  m i g r a t i o n  summary, 1 S 8 0 - 1 S 8 4 .

T o t a l
sm o l t  P e r c e n t  age

Sample m i g r a t i o n  compos i t i o n
y e a r  ( m i l l i o n s )  1 . 0  2 . 0

1980  1 . 0  91 9

1931 2 . 3  8 2  18

1982  . 5 .1  8 0  2 0

1983  8 . 3  84  16

1934 1 4 . 2  8 0  20

Mean s i z e  o f
aae 1 . 0  sm o l t  P e r c e n t

Length Weight  h a t c h e r y
(mm)___________[cjJ__________ c o n t r i b u t i o n

68 2 . 7  3 _

70 2 . 8  13 ,

69 2 . 9  17

70 2 . 9  25

73 3 . 3  22
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JKenaij^laska

Kenai refuge plan dissent widens
By JOHN QUINLEY 
Managing Editor

A So 'dd lha -basod  c cm m e rc ia l fishing 
o rg an iza tion  has asked  the fed e ra l g ov ­
e rnm en t to d e lay  im p lem entation  o f the 
com prehensive p lan  fo r  the Kena i Nationa l 
W ild life  R e fuge and to m ake substantia l 
changes in the document.

Cook In le t A quacu ltu re Association has 
f ile d  a  le tte r o f p ro test w ith the F ish  and 
W ild li fe  S e rv ice  deta iling  19 flaw s it found in 
the m anagem ent p lan  fo r  the 2 m illion -ac re

re fuge . The p lan  is open fo r  a fin a l rohnd o f 
pub lic comment through June 7.

The association  is funded by com m erc ia l 
fishe rm en  to w ork tow ard  la rg e r  sa lm on  
re tu rn s in C ook In le t through Mocking, lake  
fe rt iliza tion , construction o f fish  ladde rs 
and h a tch e ry  production .

The g roup  said  F ish  and W ild life  Se rv ice  
fa iled  to  me et m any o f the requ irem en ts fo r  
a com p rehe i^ ive  p lan  as estab lished  by 
fed e ra l leg is la tion .

The association  a ls o  jo ined  o th e r com ­

m e rc ia l fish ing  g roups and the Kena i 
C ham ber o f C om m erce in protv 'mg the 
p roh ib ition  o f  sa lm on  enhancem ent on land  
c la s s i f i e d  a s  w i ld e rn e s s , t ra d it io n s ,!  
m anagem ent o r m in im a l m anagem ent.

T he decision not to a llow  enhancem ent 
ac tiv ities " i s  a  m a jo r  change between the 
d ra ft  and the fin a l ve rs ions o f the p lan . The 
change is so m a jo r  in e ffe c t a s to constitute 
a rev is ion  o f the p ldn. U n de r the A laska  N a­
tiona l In te re st I /m d s  Conse rvation  Act, p lan  

See PENINSULA, beck page
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rev is ion s req u ire  pub lic hearings p rio r to 
.im p lem en ta tion  "

The assoc ia tion  and others fe a r  the p ro ­
h ib ition  w ill end the stocking and enhance­
m ent p ro g ram  being conducted by the 
A lask a  D epa rtm en t o f F ish  and . G am e on 
Tustum ena L ake . The num ber o f sockeye 
isa lm on sm o lt leav ing  the lake  through the 
K a s i lo f  R iv e r  has increased in the past few 
y e a rs  from  1 m illio n  to 14 m illion . G rea te r 
num be rs o f adu lt sa lm on  a re  d s o  expected 
to re tu rn , contribu ting  a t least ?4 m illion  to 
the pen insu la econom y, association  o ffic ia ls  
s a id .
: The le t te r  o f p ro test, from  E xecu tive 
D ire c to r  Ton i M ears , w as exp lained and r e ­
ite ra ted  M onday du ring  a p ress b rie fing . 
“ T h e  issu e  is b ro a d e r  than w he th e r ■ 
Tustum ena L ake  stocking w ill be a llow ed ,"  
he sa id . “ W e ’ re  losing  o u r ab ility  to enac l 
enhancem ent p ro g ra m s ."

M ea rs  sa id  86 percent o f the rfcfuge is 
c losed  to enhancem ent w ork .

H ow ever, a l l a re a s  on the re fuge a re  open 
to s tock ing  o r  o th e r p ro je c ts  which w ill b r ­
ing fish  o r  w ild life  species back to “ h isto r-

, ic "  leve ls . When reh ab ilita tion  stops and 
enhancem ent begins is som eth ing no one in 
fe d e ra l, s ta le  o r p riva te  agencies can p in­
point.

R esea rch  from  the cu rren t stocking p ro ­
g ram , which has a y e a r  le ft on a fiv e -ye a r 
pe rm it, cou ld he lp  estab lish  the h is to rica l 
leve l, M ears said .

He a lso  c la im ed  the fe d e ra l p lan  is incon­
sistent. say ing  in one section that enhance­
m ent is p roh ib ited , w hile in another say ing  
it w ill continue.

M ears was a lso  c r it ic a l o f the fed e ra l 
agency ’s hand ling  o f o th er requ irem en ts o f 
a com prehensive p lan . He sa id  there was 
litt le  ju s tific a tion  g iven fo r  the estab lish ­
m ent o f “ spec ia l v a lu e s "  and the recogn i­
tion o f "s ign ific an t p rob lem s ”  by the p lan .

“ I t  seem s these va lu es -ju s t sp ring  fo rth ; 
there is no an a ly s is  to say  why they a re  so 
spec ia l that they w ill be (he basis o f the 
p la n ,"  M ears said . The va lu es inc lude the 
H a rd ing  Ice fie ld s , the Tustum ena-Sk ilak  
bench lands, the d iv e rs ity  o f uses and 
resou rces found on the re fuge , the K ena i , 
R iv e r  and its t rib u ta rie s , the Swanson R iv e r 
a re a  canoe system s, and the Ch icka loon

low lands and estu a ry .
M ears sa id  M onday that lie hopes the F ish 

and W ild life  S e rv ice  w ill d e lay  im p lem en ta ­
tion o f ihe p lan  as a means o f p rec lud ing  the 
p ro tests m oving  in the court s y s tem .'“ E x ­
pe rience in Cook In le t has shown that i f  one 
rushes an  incom p lete o r  p oo rly  based p lan 
into ex istence , one person o r g roup  w ill l i t i ­
ga te  the thing and that w ill h am string  
w ha t’s  try in g  to be d one ."

R e fu g e  M a n a g e r  B ob  D e la n e y ,  in 
respon se  to e a r lie r  p ro tests m ade by 
an o th e r com m e rc ia l fishe rm en 's g roup , 
sa id  fed e ra l law  m andates that fish  s lock ing  
in w ilde rness a re a s  m ay  be used on ly  to r e ­
h ab ilita te  s lo c k s  and keop them a t h is to rica l 
le ve ls

He sa id  the enhancement p rog ram  could 
have  d e trim en ta l long te rm  e ffec ts on the 
o v e ra ll h ea lth  o f the Tustum ena system .

T he  s lo c k in g  p ro g ram  in p la c e  on 
Tustum ena takes eggs from  fish  spawning 
in two o f the la k e ’s seven trib u ta ries . The 
eggs a re  incubated at the C rooked C reek 
H a tche ry  in K a s i lo f and the ju v en ile  sa lm on  
a re  then tran sp lan ted  to the lake . The eggs 
incubated a t the h a tch e ry  have a h igher 
S u rv iv a l ra te  than those incubated n a tu ra lly  
in the o th e r tribu ta ' y  stream s.

In  e a r lie r  d iscussions o f the con trove rsy , 
D e la n e y  sa id  he and o th e r b io log ists fe a r 
that as sa lm on  runs increase and c om m e r­
c ia l fish irig  takes la rg e r  num bers o f fish , Ihe 
s tocks in the o th e r fiv e  tr ib u ta ry  s tream s 
w ill s u ffe r , lead ing  to a dec rease  in genetic 
d iv e rs ity  and u ^row ing re lian ce  on a state- 
funded h a tch e ry  fo r  m ain tenance o f la rg e  
sa lm on  re tu rn s . The w ilde rness designation 
w a s  c rea ted  to re ta in  a re a s  and w ild life  
popu lations in as n ea r ly  an un tram m e led  
cond ition  a s  possib le , D e laney sa id .

M ears sa id  the association  and others 
h ave  contacted  A laska 's  Cong ressiona l d e l­
egation , the A laska  Land Use Council and 
s ta te  le g is la to rs  in hopes o f having portions 
o f the p lan  changed.
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