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S e n a t e
C o m m i t t e e  o n  I t e o u r c e S

TO: S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s A p r i l  25, 1986

F R O M S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  S t a f f

RE: C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  No. 93 (Finance) a m

" An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s y s t e m  of r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r s ;  a n d  

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

T h i s  b i l l  d e s i g n a t e s  a n e w  m u l t i p l e - u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m  f o r  

s i x  r i v e r  c o r r i d o r s .  T h e  r i v e r s  a r e  t h e  T a l a c h u l i t n a ,  

A l e x a n d e r  C r e e k ,  L a k e  Creek, K r o t o  a n d  M o o s e  C r e e k s ,  t h e  

T a l k e e t n a ,  a n d  t h e  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a .

A t t a c h e d  in t h i s  p a c k e t  is a l e t t e r  of s u p p o r t ,  z e r o  f i s c a l  

note, m a p s  o f  t h e  a r e a s  a n d  a s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  f r o m  DNR, t h e  

G o v e r n o r ' s  t r a n s m i t t a l  l e t t e r ,  a n d  r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  l e t t e r s  of 

s u p p o r t  f r o m  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s .

I n  its p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  ho u s e ,  t h i s  b i l l  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  

h e a v i l y  a m e n d e d  a n d  in i t s  p r e s e n t  form, n o w  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  

t h e  s u p p o r t  o r  n o n o b j e c t i o n  o f  m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  g r o u p s .
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D e a r  S e n a u r g u l e w s k i :

I a m  w r i t i n g  to p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  riv e r s  
b i l l ,  CS HB 93 (Fin) am. T h i s  b i l l  has p a s s e d  the H o u s e  and 
n o w  is in the S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e .  It is an 
i m p o r t a n t  b i l l  w i t h  b r o a d  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t ,  and I h o p e  th a t  
t h e  C o m m i t t e e  c a n  m o v e  f o r w a r d  q u i c k l y  on  it.

T h e  b i l l  d e s i g n a t e s  a n e w  m u l t i p l e - u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m  for 
six r i v e r  c o r r i d o r s  i d e n t i f i e d  for s p e c i a l  d e s i g n a t i o n s  by 
the p u b l i c  d u r i n g  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  S t a t e - B o r o u g h  p l a n n i n g  
p r o c e s s .  E n a c t m e n t  o f  the b i l l  w i l l  b o t h  r e s e r v e  t h e s e  
i m p o r t a n t  r e c r e a t i o n  c o r r i d o r s  for g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  use, and 
p r e p a r e  for r e d i r e c t i o n  of K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  r e c r e a t i o n  u s e  to 
a r e a s  n o r t h  o f  A n c h o r a g e .  It m a k e s  s e n s e  to d e s i g n a t e  t hese 
a r e a s  t o d a y  so t h a t  p l a n n i n g  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  c a n  a n t i c i p a t e  
r e c r e a t i o n  growth.

T h e r e  is b r o a d  s u p p o r t  for this b i l l  a m o n g  u s e r  g r o u p s  and 
g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M a t - S u  B o r o u g h .  I ha v e  
e n c l o s e d  some of t h e  m e s s a g e s  of  s u p p o r t  c o n v e y e d  to m e m b e r s  
of  the House. A l s o  e n c l o s e d  is a s e c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  of  the 
bill.

P l e a s e  be  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  at th i s  t i m e  has no 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for a m e n d m e n t s  to t h e  bill. W e  are fully 
s u p p o r t i v e  of  it a n d  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  at  y o u r  r e q u e s t  to 
t e s t i f y  on  the bill.

S i n c e r e l y ,

E s t h e r  C. W u n n i c k e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: C o m m i s s i o n e r  D o n  C o l l i n s w o r t h

E n c l o s u r e s
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S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  - CS HB 93 (Fin) am

S e c t i o n  1 ;

4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - Se t s  u p  a n e w  c a t e g o r y  of r e t a i n e d  lands 
m u l t i p l e  u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  and e s t a b l i s h e s  g e n e r a l  g o a l s  and 
o b j e c t i v e s  for m a n a g e m e n t  of the land; s p e c i f i e s  c o m p a t i b l e  
u s e s  and a l l o w s  o t h e r  c o m p a t i b l e  uses.

4 1 . 2 3 . 2 1 0  - A s s i g n s  land m a n a g e m e n t  a u t h o r i t y  to the D e p a r t­
m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  r e q u i r e s  an i n s t r e a m  f l o w  
r e s e r v a t i o n  of  the w a t e r  w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s ;  c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  
t h e r e  is no e f f e c t  on  the s t a t u t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of 
o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ;  g e n e r a l l y  p r o h i b i t s  
l i m i t a t i o n  o n  d i s c h a r g e  o f  f i r e a r m s ;  a l l o w s  for l e a s i n g  of 
l a n d  for p u b l i c  u s e  f a c i l i t i e s ;  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  no  r e s t r i c­
tions  m a y  b e  p u t  o n  e x i s t i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  u n l e s s  
t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r e a t e n  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  or  e s s e n t i a l  
ha b i t a t .

4 1 . 2 3 . 2 2 0  - R e q u i r e s  the a d o p t i o n  o f  a m a n a g e m e n t  plan, and 
sets g u i d e l i n e s  for the m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  
s u b m i t t a l  to the L e g i s l a t u r e ;  r e q u i r e s  c o n s u l t a t i o n  of  the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  of  D N R  b e f o r e  the B o a r d s  o r  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  
a n d  G a m e  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  for t h e  area.

4 1 . 2 3 . 2 3 0  - R e q u i r e s  the c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  for 
t he m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  to a f f e c t  m u n i c i p a l  land.

4 1 . 2 3 . 2 4 0  - A l l o w s  for the a c q u i s i t i o n  of  a d d i t i o n a l  la n d  by 
gift, p u r c h a s e ,  l ease or e x c h a n g e ,  b u t  p r o h i b i t s  a c q u i s i t i o n  
b y  e m i n e n t  domain.

4 1 . 2 3 . 2 5 0  - P r o v i d e s  t h a t  AS 38.04, 38.05, 3 8 . 3 5  and 3 8 .95 
d o  not a p p l y  to l a nds d e s i g n a t e d  w h e r e  t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s  are 
i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the act.

4 1 . 2 3 . 2 6 0  - P r o v i d e s  for c o o p e r a t i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t s  
w i t h  o t h e r  l a n d  o w n ers; a l l o w s  for i n t e r a g e n c y  t r a n s f e r s  for 
s p e c i f i c  p u r p o s e s  and p r o v i d e s  the l a n d  m a y  n o t  be m a n a g e d  
as a s t a t e  park.

4 1 . 2 3 . 2 7 0  - P r o v i d e s  for the c o m m i s s i o n e r  t o  p r o p o s e  to the 
L e g i s l a t u r e  o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r s ,  a f t e r  ad' t i n g  a plan, 
p u b l i s h i n g  notice, h o l d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  fish a n d  g a m e  a d v i s o r y  b o a r d s  a n d  p r e p a r i n g  
s u m m a r i e s  of  t e s t i m o n y .

4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0  - D e s i g n a t e s  p u b l i c  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  to b e  p a r t  of 
the r e c r e a t i o n  rivers; p r o h i b i t s  m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g  and m i n e r a l  
entry; p r o h i b i t s  la n d  d i s p o s a l s  w i t h i n  o n e - h a l f  m i l e  of the 
m a r k  of  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  water, i n c l u d i n g  l a n d  l e asing, 
e l i m i n a t e s  all m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a nds f r o m  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  r i v e r  
c o r r i d o r s .
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S e c t i o n  2 :

P r o v i d e s  for i n t e r i m  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  the l a n d  and w a t e r  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the act, u n t i l  a m a n a g e  
m e n t  p l a n  c a n  b e  a d o p t e d  a n d  p r o v i d e s  for a d o p t i o n  o f  a 
m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  by 1992.

S e c t i o n  3 ;

P r o v i d e s  for a n  i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  date.

-2-
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

□ FriCE OF THE 30VESN0P
J u n e  a u

The H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s  Erector:'
S p e a k e r  o f  the H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f :

U n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18, o f  the A l a s k a  
C o n s t  -.ution, I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  r e l a t i n g  to the 
c r e a t  <n o f  a s y s t e m  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  rivers.

T h e  bill is b a s e d  in p a r t  o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  e n a c t e d  last 
s e s s i o n  c r e a t i n g  the K e n a i  R i v e r  S p e c i a l  M a n a g e m e n t  Area, 
ihe e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  the K e n a i  R i v e r  S p e c i a l  M a n a g e m e n t  
A r e a  w a s  a s i g n i f i c ? n t  b e g i n n i n g  in o u r  p r o g r a m  to i m p r o v e  
t he q u a l i t y  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  for A l a s k a n s  a n d  to r e d u c e  the 
r e s o u r c e  d a m a g e  t h a t  r e s u l t s  f r o m  o v e r u s e .

T h i s  y e a r  I w i l l  be i n t r o d u c i n g  s e v e r a l  p i e c e s  of 
l e g i s l a t i o n  d i r e c t e d  ac e x p a n d i n g  a n d  d i v e r s i f y i n g  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  in s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a .  To 
p r o v i d e  for the g r o w i n g  r e c r e a t i o n  d e m a n d s  o f  A l a s k a n s ,  w h o  
are a m o n g  the m o s t  a c t i v e  a n g l e r s ,  h i k ers, b o a t e r s ,  h u n t e r s  
a n d  c a m p e r s  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w e  m u s t  ta k e  a c t i o n  n o w  to 
d e s i g n a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  lands a n d  w a t e r s  for s p e c i a l  
u s e .

T o d a y  I a m  i n t r o d u c i n g  two r e c r e a t i o n  bills: to e s t a b l i s h  a
s t a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r s  s y s tem, i n c l u d i n g  the L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  
River, a n d  to d e s i g n a t e  the W i l l o w  C r e e k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  
Area. B o t h  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  w e r e  r e c o m m e n d e d  for s p e c i a l  
d e s i g n a t i o n  on  t h e  W i l l o w  S u b b a s i n  P l a n  a d o p t e d  two y e a r s  
ago. O n  M a r c h  1, a f t e r  the S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n  is a d o p t e d ,  I 
w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  to c r e a t e  s e v e r a l  m o r e  s p e c i a l  
a r e a s  as r e c o m m e n d e d  in the f i n a l  plan.

S e c t i o n  1 o f  t h i s  b i l l  a m e n d s  AS  4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 2  to a l l o w  the 
d i s c h a r g e  o f  f i r e a r m s  for l a w f u l  h u n t i n g  in r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  
c o r r i d o r s  e x c e p t  w h e n  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  r e q u i r e s  o t h e r w i s e .

S e c t i o n  2 c o n t a i n s  the b o d y  o f  the h ill. N e w  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 3 0 8  
s t a t e s  the p u r p o s e s  o f  the n e w  s e c t i o n s  in AS  41.21, w h i c h
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i n c l u d e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  a r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  a n d  a d j a c e n t  s t a t e  
l a n d  as a u n i t  o f  the s t a t e  p a r k  system. N e w  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 3 1 0  
d e s i g n a t e s  the L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  a n d  a d j a c e n t  
s t a t e  .lands as a r e c r e a t i o n  river. N e w  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 3 1 2  d e l e­
g a t e s  to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  for t h e  r i v e r  c o r r i d o r  s u b j e c t  to the 
e x i s t i n g  p o w e r s  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a me, B o a r d  of 
F i s h e r i e s ,  B o a r d  o f  Game, G u i d e  L i c e n s i n g  a n d  C o n t r o l  Board, 
a n d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n .

U n d e r  n e w  AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 3 1 4 ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  n a t u r a l  r e­
so u r c e s  is d i r e c t e d  to d e v e l o p  a n d  a d o p t  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  for the r i v e r  c o r r i d o r  t h r o u g h  a p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  p r o c e s s  a n d  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a f f e c t e d  l o c a l  m u­
n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s .  
O n c e  the p l a n  is a d o p t e d ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  is d i r e c t e d  to 
a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  u n d e r  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act 
(AS 44.62) to i m p l e m e n t  the p l an. T h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  as a 
m i n i m u m ,  m u s t  d e s i g n a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 
u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r s  for the a r e a  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ;  e s t a b­
li s h  g u i d e l i n e s  for the e x t r a c t i o n  o f  s a n d  a n d  g r a v e l  for 
p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s  a n d  t h e  h a r v e s t  o f  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s ;  and 
e s t a b l i s h  a p p r o p r i a t e  l a n d  u s e  c o n t r o l s  w h e r e  n e c e s s a r y  to 
m a i n t a i n  the r i v e r  in its n a t u r a l  a n d  free f l o w i n g  state. 
T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  is a l s o  d i r e c t e d  in n e w  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 3 1 4 ( c )  to 
r e s e r v e  a n  i n - s t r e a m  f l o w  o r  l e v e l  for the r i v e r  a d e q u a t e  to 
i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  is s u f f i c i e n t  w a t e r  so t h a t  the p u r p o s e s  
o f  the Act c a n  b e  f u l f i l l e d .

U n d e r  n e w  AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 3 1 6 ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  is g i v e n  a u t h o r i t y  
to a c q u i r e  in the n a m e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  an i n t e r e s t  i n  o t h e r  
l a n d  w h e r e  a c q u i s i t i o n  w o u l d  e f f e c t u a t e  the p u r p o s e s  o f  the 
Act. The u s e  o f  t h e  p o w e r  o f  e m i n e n t  d o m a i n ,  h o w e v e r ,  is 
e x p r e s s l y  p r o h i b i t e d .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  is a l s o  g i v e n  
a u t h o r i t y  in n e w  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 3 1 8  to e n t e r  i n t o  c o o p e r a t i v e  
a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  o t h e r  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  p a r t i e s .

F i n a l l y ,  n e w  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 3 2 0  g i v e s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  e x p r e s s  
a u t h o r i t y  to s e e k  a n  i n j u n c t i o n  to e n f o r c e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
a d o p t e d  u n d e r  A S  4 1 . 2 1 . 3 0 8  —  4 1 . 2 1 . 3 2 0 .  T h e  l a s t  t h r e e  new 
s e c t i o n s  all p a r a l l e l  s e c t i o n s  a d o p t e d  in t h e  K e n a i  R i v e r  
l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  l a s t  s e s s i o n .
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I n  l i g h t  o f  th e  in c r e a s in g ly  in t e n s i v e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use o f  
th e  L i t t l e  S u s i tn a  R iv e r  and o rh e r  r i v e r s  th ro u g ho u t  the  
s t a t e ,  and t h e i r  im po r tan ce  b o th  t o  th e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  needs 
o f  A laskans and to  th e  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y .  I  u rge  y o u r  p rompt 
a c t io n  on t h i s  measure.

S in c e r e lv .

B i l l  S h e f f i e l  
Governor



M

W H E R E A S ,  o v e r c r o w d i n g  is the single, m o s t  u r g e n t  p r o b l e m  

o n  the K e n a i  River; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  d i s p e r s a l  o f  p e o p l e  to l e s s - c r o w d e d  a r eas of 

S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  w o u l d  h e l p  s o l v e  this u r g e n t  p r oblem; 

and

W H E R E A S ,  the v a l u e o f  t o u r i s m  will i n c r e a s e  as oil r e v e n u e  

d e c r e a s e s ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  m o n i e s  s p ent o n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r eas n o w  will b r i n g  

g r e a t  r e t u r n s  f r o m  t o u r i s m  in f u t u r e  years; and

WHE R E A S ,  m o n i e s  s p e n t  e n h a n c i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

n o w  wi l l  e n r i c h  A l a s k a n ' s  lives for all time;

NOW T H E R E F O R E ,  BE IT R L S O L V E D  BY T H E  K E N A I  R I V E R  P R O P E R T Y  

O W N E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N :

T h a t  the G o v e r n o r  a n d  L e g i s l a t o r s  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  

g i v e  full s u p p o r t  to fun d i n g ,  p l a n n i n g ,  and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

of the S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e c r e a t i o n  A c t i o n  Plan, b e g i n n i n g  

w i t h  H B - 8 6  and HB-93, and such o t h e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  that will 

r e d u c e  c r o w d i n g  and e n h a n c e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

RESOLUTION BY THE KENAI RIVER PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

P a s s e d  b y  u n a n i m o u s  v o t e  of m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  at the r e g u l a r  

m e m b e r s h i p  m e e t i n g  of Feb. 20, 1985.

K e n a i  R i v e r  P r o p e r t y  O w n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
P.n. Bor. 3070 Soldo t n a .  Ak. 99669



A L A S K A E S S I O N A L  S P O R T F I S H I N G m C I A T I O N

CHrkOoU
Prssidsnl 
4117 Raspberry 
AnchoraQ€< Alaska 99509 
(907) 943-7994

Ron McMHbn 
Stcratary/TrsatUtar 
3313 Wtsi 30ih Aoenve 
Anchor**, Alaska 99517 
(907)343-1714

A p ri l 2k, 1986

Re: HB 93,
R e c r e a t i o n a l  Riv era  bill 

Dea r M e m b e r  of the S en a t e  R e s o u r c e s  ConB lt tee t

The  A l a s k a  P r o f e s a l o n a l  S p o r t f i e h i n g  A a a o c i a t i o n  i« the 
la r ges t a a a o c i a t i o n  of p r o f e a a i o n a l  a p o r t f l s h i n g  g u id es , lo dge s 
and o u t f i t t e r s  in A l a s k a *  It le a s t a t e w i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
i n t e r e s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  in f u r t h e r i n g  our i n d u s t r y  and m a i n t a i n i n g  
the h i g h  q u a l i t y  s p o r t f l a h i n g  up on  w h ic h we depend.

In b e h a l f  of our  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I urge pass age  of HB  93, 
w i t h  a "do pass" r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  by the R e s o u r c e s  Com mi tt ee . The 
bill e s t a b l i s h e s  six r e c r e a t i o n a l  rivers in s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l as ka .  
S e ve ra l of the ri ver s are i m p o r t a n t  to the guide, alr-tax l,  and 
s p o r t f i e h i n g  I n d u s t r i e s .  L a k e  Creek, T a l a c h u l l t n a  River, D es h k s  
River, the T a l k e e t n a  R i v e r  and A l e x a n d e r  C r e e k  offer high qu al it y  
sa l m o n  and trout f i s h e r i e s  that support a l r - t a x i  se rvi ce s,  
r i v e r b o a t  s e r v i c e s *  The T a i a l c h u l l t n a  and Lake C re ek  suppo rt  
several l od ge s*

HB 93 helps a s s u r e  that the q u a l i t y  a p o r t f l s h i n g ,  fish 
and w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  and p u b l i c  access w i l l  be m a i n t a i n e d ,  1 am 
ple a se d that H B 93 p r o t e c t s  e x i s t i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  
the 8 1x ri ve r c o r r i d o r s ,  and I a gr ee with the p r o v i s i o n  a l l o wi ng  
m a n a g e m e n t  of c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  I n c l u d i n g  guidin g. My hope 
is that th es e p r o v i s i o n s  w i l l  p ro tec t e x i s t i n g  o pe ra t io ns , a ll ow 
for e x p a n s i o n  that la c o m p a t i b l e  wi th  q u a l i t y  g u i d i n g  and q u a l i t y  
s p o r t f i s h i n g , and wi ll  p r a . e n t  these r iv e r s  from d e v e l o p i n g  
p r o b l e m s  so a p p a r a n t  on the K e n a i *  I used to gu ide  on the Kanal 
and no l o n g e r  do be c a u s e  of the changes in ths c h a r a c t e r  of the 
a x p s r l s n c e  I c o ul d o f f e r  m y  c lie nt s.

HB  93 s t r i k e s  a g o o d  b al an ce*  I s up p or t the bill as it 
sta n ds  and urge c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of one a m e n d m e n t  if lt w o u l d  not 
j e o p a r d i z e  p a s s a g e  of the bill*

T h a t  a m e n d m e n t  c o n c e r n s  land d i s p o s a l *  I a p p r e c i a t e  
chat the bill w o u l d  c l os e to land d i s p o s a l  those lands w i t h i n  eha 
c o r r i d o r s  that are w i t h i n  a h a l f  mile of tha rivers* H o w e ve r,  I 
agree w i t h  tha p o s i t i o n  of the W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  of Al a a k a  that 
the full d e s i g n a t e d  ri ver  c o r r i d o r s ,  w h i c h  s va rag e about a half 
mi l e on e a c h  eide, sh o u l d  ba c lo s e d  to land  d is po sa l*  The p r e s e n t

Y



la n g u a g e ,  " w i t h i n  o n e - h a l f  a l l e  up lan d of the m e a n d e r  of the 
o r d i n a r y  hi g h w a t e r  m a r k  of the river" at page 6, lines 23-24, 
invi te s d i s p o s a l s  in small p o ck et s  of the d e s i g n a t e d  c o r r id or s.

La n d d i s p o s a l s  too cl ose  to h i g h l y  p o p u l a r  rivers such 
as these In vi t e  the p r e s s u i *  that leads to r e g u l a t i o n  of 
i n d u s t r i e s  such as our*, Na t u r a l l y ,  I hope that our i n d u s t r y  
n e ver  has to be r e g u l a t e d  on th ese rivers. An a m e n d m e n t  to str ik e 
the ab ov e l a n g u a g e  w o ul d he lp  f u r t h e r  that p r o s p e c t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Pr e s i d e n t ,  A l a s k a  P r o f e s s i o n a l  
S p o r t f i e h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n
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A l a s k a  S p o r t f l s h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n

3 6 0 5  Arctic Blvd., Suite 800 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503

A p r i l  1 2 ,  19 H ft

Re : II B 9 3 ( F 1 n n n c e )  f .
R e c r e a t i o n a l  R i v e r s

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e :

T h e  A l a s k a  S p o r t f l s h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  l o n g  s u p p o r t e d  
p a s s a g e  o f  a  s t r o n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r s  b i l l .  IIB 93  ( F i n a n c e )  
a c c o m p l i s h e s  t h a t .

A l a s k a  s e l l s  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  s p o r t f l s h i n g  l i c e n s e s  
a n n u a l l y .  O u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0 0  m e m b e r s ,  m o s t  o f  
whom a r e  i n  s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a .  As  t h e  r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d  
s u p e r v i s o r  o f  ADF&G,  S p o r t f i s h  D i v i s i o n  f o r  s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ,  I  
am f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  s i x  r i v e r s  d e s i g n a t e d  by  I1B 9 3  a s  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r s .

T h e y  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  p o p u l a r  s a l m o n  a n d  t r o u t  
s p o r t f i s h e r i e s . A c c o r d i n g  t o  ADF&G s p o r t f i s h  h a r v e s t  s u r v e y s ,  
t h e s e  s i x  r i v e r s  a t t r a c t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n  d a y s  o f  
s p o r t f l s h i n g  e a c h  y e a r .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  ADFF&G 
s p o r t f i s h  h a r v e s t  s u r v e y s ,  t h e  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  h a s  a b o u t  3 5 , 0 0 0  
p e r s o n  d a y s  o f  f i s h i n g  e a c h  y e a r ;  t h e  D e s h k a  ( M o o s e  a n d  K r o t o )  h a s  
2 3 , 0 0 0 ;  L a k e  C r e e k  h a s  1 5 , 0 0 0 ;  A l e x a n d e r  C r e e k  h a s  1 0 , 0 0 0 ;  
T a l a c h u l i t n a  R i v e r  h a s  5 , 0 0 0 ,  a n d  t h e  T a l k e e t n a  h a s  8 , 0 0 0 .

T h e  r i v e r s  p r o v i d e  d i v e r s e  f i s h i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  f r o m  
t h e  c r o w d e d  k i n g  s a l m o n  f i s h e r i e s  a t  t h e  m o u t h s  o f  t h e  D e s h k a  
R i v e r  a n d  A l e x a n d e r  C r e e k ,  t o  t h e  q u i e t  f l o a t  t r i p s  f o r  s a l m o n  a n d  
r a i n b o w  t r o u t  i n  t h e  T a J . c h a l i t n a  R i v e r  a n d  M o o s e ,  K r o t o  a n d  L a k e  
C r e e k s .  T h e  L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  i s  g o o d  f o r  c o h o  a n d  k i n g s  a n d  i s  p a r t  
o f  t h e  N a n c y  L a k e s  c a n o e  s y s t e m .  T h e  T a l k c n t n a  h a s  e x c e l l e n t  
t r o u t  f i s h e r i e s  a t  t h e  m o u t h s  o f  s e v e r a l  c l  o a r  w a t e r  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  
a n d  e v e n  t h e  m a i n s t e m  o f f e r s  g o o d  t r o u t  f i s h i n g  w h e n  t h e  s i l t  
c l e a r s  I n  S e p t e m b e r .

T h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  d o n e  a g o o d  J o b ,  a n d  I  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  e f f o r t * * .  We p a r t i c u l a r l y  w a n t  t o  c o m p l i m e n t  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  C o t t o n ,  L a r s o n ,  P o u r c h o t ,  L a r s o n ,  R i e g e r ,  F r a n k ,  
U e h l i n g  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  I f  y o u



• •
h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  a n y  a m e n d m e n t s ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  
me a t  3 4 4 - 5 2 3 5  i n  A n c h o r a g e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R u s s  R e d i c k
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
A l a s k a  S p o r t f l s h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n

0
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Anchnmdo, Alaska 0 9 5 1 0  

(907) 27H.1420

A p r i l  24, 1986

Re: HB 93
R e c r e a t i o n a l  R i v e r s

D e e r  M e m b e r  of t h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e !

T h a  w i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  of A l a s k a  Is the A l a s k a  
a f f i l i a t e  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n ,  the l a r g e s t  

a s s o c i a t i o n  of a p o r t  and w i l d l i f e - o r i e n t e d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  g r o u p s  in 
the c o u n t r y .

T h e  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  of A l a a k a  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  of 
H B  93, the r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r s  b i l l ,  and u r g e s  a "do p a s s ” 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  the R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  b i l l  d e s i g n a t e s  
S i x  " r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r "  c o r r i d o r s  in the l o w e r  S u s i t n a  d r a i n a g e .  
U n d e r  a m u l t i p l e  u s e  f r a m e w o r k ,  tha b i l l  g i v e s  s t r o n g  p r o t e c t i o n  
to the r i v e r s ,  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g  a n d  

o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s .  T h e  s p o r t  f i s h i n g  a l o n e  s u s t a i n s  an 
1 1 - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  i n d u s t r y  in the A n c h o r a g e  and M a t - S u  V a l l e y ,  
a c c o r d i n g  to the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

T h e s e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  w e r e  r e c o m m e n d e d  by the S u s i t n a  A r e a  
P l a n ,  It w a s  a d o p t e d  a f t e r  a l e n g t h y  p u b l i c  p l a n n i n g  and p u b l i c  

r e v i e w  p r o c e s s  and a l e n g t h y  I n t e r a g e n c y  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s .  A g e n c y  
p e r s o n n e l  r e p r e s e n t i n g  i n t e r e s t s  of r e c r e a t i o n ,  m i n e r a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  l e n d  d i s p o s a l  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  w e r e  all r e p r e s e n t e d  
in that p r o c e s s .  T h e  d e s i g n a t e d  b o u n d a r i e s  r e f l e c t  t h e  c o m p r o m i s e  
a g r e e d  u p o n  by a l l  the a g e n c y  p e r s o n n e l  in l i g h t  of t h e  p u b l i c  
r e v i e w  p r o c e s s .

We a p p r e c i a t e  chat the H o u s e  and the a g e n c i e s  h a v e  
w o r k e d  h a r d  on th i s  b i l l ,  a n d  w e  are c o n c e r n e d  th a t  t h e r e  m a y  be 
a t t e m p t s  to w e a k e n  the c o m p r o m i s e  it r e f l e c t s .

O u r  m a i n  p o i n t  is t h a t  we s u p p o r t  p a s s a g e  of the b i l l  as 
it s t a n d s  and s u g g e s t  o n e  s u b s t a n t i v e  a m e n d m e n t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
the g u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n ,  and o n e  t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t ,  If t h e s e  
a m e n d m e n t s  c a n  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  j e o p a r d i s i n g  p a s s a g e  of the 
b i l l .

T h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  a m e n d m e n t  we s u g g e s t  is that * he f u l l  
d e s i g n a t e d  c o r r i d o r s  be c l o s e d  to l a n d  d i s p o s a l ,  as t h e y  are to 

n e w  m i n i n g  c l a i m s .  T h e  I s s u e  is c o m p l i c a t e d ,  so I ' l l  try to 
e x p l a i n  lt.

T h e  d e s i g n a t e d  c o r r i d o r s  e r e  g e n e r a l l y  a h c l f  m i l e  on 
e a c h  s i d e  of the r i v e r s .  T h e y  are I d e n t i f i e d  by s e c t i o n a l  und 
s u b s e c t i o n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  at p a g e s  6 - 2 7  of ths b i l l ,  u n d e r  AS

/
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4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ,  T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  p l a c e s  w h e r e  this d e s i g n a t e d  l a n d s  are 
a c t u a l l y  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  t h a n  t t w l f  m i l e  f r o m  the r i v e r  a n d  t h e r e  
a r e  s o m e  p l a c e s  w h e r e  t h e y  are len s .  As part of the p u b l i c  
p l a n n i n g  a n d  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s ,  and as part of the i n t e r - a g e n c y  
p l a n n i n g  t e a m  in DN R ,  the S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  l a n d  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  in the bil l .  T h e y  i n c l u d e d  a v e r y  s l i g h t l y  w i d e r  
b o u n d a r y  w h e r e  w e t l a n d s ,  m o o s o  h a b i t a t s ,  w a t e r f o w l  h a b i t a t s ,  s m a l l  
l a k e s  i m p o r t a n t  for a i r c r a f t  a c c e s s  to the r l v « r s ,  and. h i g h  s c e n i c  
v a l u e s  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e y  are less t h a n  a h a l f  a i l s  
w h e r e  t h e s e  v a l u e s  w e r e  n o t  i n v o l v e d ,  s u c h  as a l o n g  h i g h  b a n k s  or 
l a n d s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  cir r e m o t e  c a b i n  d i s p o s a l .

T h e r e  are p r o b a b l y  d o z e n s  of s m a l l  a r e a s  w h e r e  the 
d e s i g n a t e d  c o r r i d o r  is s l i g h t l y  s m a l l e r  th a n  a h a l f  m i l e  on e a c h  

a i d e  of the r i v e r  a n d  t h e r e  nre d o z e n s  w e r e  it is B l i g h t l y  l a r g e r .  
T h e  m o a t  o b v i o u s  p l a c e s  w h e r e  the c o r r i d o r  is s m a l l e r  t h a n  a half 
m i l e  a r e  a l o n g  K r o t o  and M o o u e  C r e e k s ,  w h e r e  a d j a c e n t  l a n d s  are 
s u i t a b l e  for d i s p o s a l ,  a n d  a l o n g  the T a l c h a l l t n a  w h e r e  h i g h  b a n k s  
a l l o w  f o r  « n a r r o w e r  c o r r i d o r  to the east of the r i v e r  and at the 
h e a d w a t e r s  of the o a s t  for k .  T h e  m o s t  o b v i o u s  p l a c e s  w h e r e  the 
d e s i g n a t e d  b o u n d a r y  is g r e a t e r  than a ha l f  m i l e  a r e  on L a k e  C r e e k  
w h e r e  S h o v e l  L a k e  a n d  Q u i e t  L a k e  are b r o u g h t  w i t h i n  the d e s i g n a t e d  

c o r r i d o r  In o r d e r  to a s s u r e  p u b l i c  r e t e n t i o n  of t h e s e  l a k e s .  T h e y  
p r o v i d e  i m p o r t a n t  m i d - r i v e r  a i r  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  f o r  L a k e  C r e e k .  

D i s p o s a l  on k e y  a c c e s s  l a k e s  a d j a c e n t  to the r i v e r s  c r e a t e s  p u b l i c  
p r e s s u r e  by l a n d  o w n e r s  to c l o s e  p u b l i c  air a c c e s s .  We h a v e  
a l r e a d y  s e e n  t h a t  p r e s s u r e  b e f o r e  the A n c h o r a g e  F i s h  and C a m e  
A d v i s o r y  B o a r d ,  to w h i c h  I a m  e l e c t e d ,  as l a n d o w n e r s  s e e k  to 
" c l o s e  the d o o r "  a f t e r  t h e y  g e t  o n t o  s k e y  a c c e s s  lake.

H B  93 a s s u r e s  p u b l i c  r e t e n t i o n  of l a n d s  w i t h i n  the 
d e s i g n a t e d  c o r r i d o r s  o n l y  if the l a n d s  are w i t h i n  one h a l f  m i l e  of 
t h e  h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k  of e a c h  rJ.ver, T h a t  m a r k  la l a r g e l y  
u n d e t e r m i n e d  and it n a y  s h i f t  ov e r  time. P h r a s i n g  tha b o u n d a r y  of 
s t a t u t o r i l y  r e t a i n e d  p u b l i c  o w n e r s h i p  in t e r m s  of the h i g h  w a t e r  
m e a n d e r  w i l l  e n t a i l  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  and e x p e n s i v e  s t a t e  
s u r v e y s  b a s e d  on the m e a n d e r .  S u r v e y s  for la n d  d i s p o s a l s  m u s t  be 
p a i d  f o r  b y  the r e c i p i e n t  of the l a n d ,  and t h e y  too w i l l  be m u c h  

m o r s  e x p e n s i v e  If a h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k  m u s t  be d e t e r m i n e d  and a 
m e a n d e r  s u r v e y  r e q u i r e d .  P h r a s i n g  the c l o s u r e  in t e r m s  of a h a l f  
m i l e  f r o m  the r i v e r  m a y  a l s o  m e a n  that some w e t l a n d s ,  v a l u a b l e  for 
c o h o  s a l m o n  r e a r i n g ,  w a t e r f o w l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  m o o s e  f o d d e r ,  air 
a c c e a s  a n d  h u n t i n g  w i t h i n  the c o r r i d o r s  c o u l d  be r e m o v e d  f r o m  
p u b l i c  o v n e r e h i p ,  a c c e s s ,  and 'production of c o m m o n  p r o p e r t y  
w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .

S i m i l a r  p r o b l e m s  w o u l d  a r i s e  if the m i n e r a l  c l o s u r e  w a r e  
d o n e  f r o m  t h e  m e a n d e r .

W e  s u g g e s t  th a t  the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  the d e s i g n a t e d  
c o r r i d o r s  and t h e  c l o s u r e  to la n d  d i s p o s a l s  be r e s o l v e d  by c l o s i n g  
t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  c o r r i d o r s  to l a n d  d i s p o s a l ,  s i n c e  chat w o u l d  m o r e  
a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t  the w i l d l i f e  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s ,  p u b l i c  
a c c e s s ,  a n d  a l l o w  m u c h  c h e a p e r  p u b l i c  end p r i v a t e  l a n d  s u r v e y s .

Z
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T h i s  c o u l d  be e a s i l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by s t r i k i n g  the p h r a s e  " w i t h i n  
o n e - h a l f  a i l s  u p l a n d  of the m e a n d e r  of the o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  
m a r k  of the r i v e r "  fr o m  p a g e  6, l i n e s  2 3 - 2 4 .

T h e  t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t  we s u g g e s t  is that on p a g e  3,
A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 1 0 ( d ) ,  the f i n a l  s e n t e n c e  be: " E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in 
t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  a a y  not r e s t r i c t  the u s e  of 
w e a p o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i r e a r m s ,  /ithin a r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r . "  We 
s u p p o r t  th« i n t e n t  of thia s u b s e c t i o n ;  w e  j u s t  t h i n k  the l a s t  

s a n t a n c e  is p o o r l y  d r a f t e d *  T h e  s a i n  b o d y  of the s u b s e c t i o n  d e a l s  
w i t h  w e a p o n s ,  and not w i t h  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g  and t r a p p i n g .  T h e  
p u r p o s e s  of the bi l l  c l e a r l y  p r o t e c t  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g  and 
t r a p p i n g .  T h e  p r e s e n t  l a n g u a g e ,  "not r e s t r i c t  the e x e r c i s e  of 
f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g ,  or t r a p p i n g " ,  Is v a g u e  in that It l e a v e s  

u n a n s w e r e d  the q u e s t i o n  of w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  the " e x e r c i s e "  of 
t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  d o e s  the " e x e r c i s e "  I n c l u d e  A T V  - 
u s e  in w e t l a n d s  w h e n  t h e r e  a r e  t r a i l s  a r o u n d  a w e t l a n d ?  Or, d o e s  

" e x e r c i s e "  i n c l u d e  u n r e g u l a t e d  e x p a n s i o n  of g u i d e s *  T h i s  v a g u e  
l a n g u a g e  t h e r e f o r e  c r e a t e s  a t e n s i o n  w i t h  s e v e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  in 
the bil l ,  s u c h  as the a u t h o r i t y  In the m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  to p r o t e c t  

h a b i t a t ,  m a n a g e  the l e v e l  and i n t e n s i t y  and t y p e s  of r e c r e a t i o n a l  
u s e s ,  m a n a g e  and p r o v i d e  for a c c e e s ,  and m a n a g e  c o m m e r c i a l  

a c t i v i t i e s .  I h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  this t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t  w i t h  R u p e  
A n d r e w s  of the N a t i o n a l  R i f l e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  the O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l ,  
a n d  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  he c o n c u r s .

If y o u  h a v e  any q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  ca l l  J i m  H e m m i n g ,  
c h a i r  of o u r  L a n d s  C o m m i t t e e ,  at h i s  o f f i c e  ( D a n e s  & M o o r e  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e  E n g i n e e r s ) ,  3 6 2 - 3 3 6 6 ,  in A n c h o r a g e ,  or Bud H o d a o n ,  c h a i r  
of o u r  F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  C o m m i t t e e ,  sc the T i k c h i k  L o d g e  o f f i c e ,  
2 4 3 - 8 4 5 0 ,  in A n c h o r a g e ,  o r  you c a n  r e a c h  me t h r o u g h  M c k i e  C a m p b e l l  
of the C o m m i t t e e  s t a f f .

S i n c e r e l

:er 

'resident 
W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  of A l a s k a

cci R u s s  R e d l c k ,  A l a s k a  S p o r t f l s h i n g  A s s o c .
C h r i s  G o l l ,  A l a s k a  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S p o r t f l s h i n g  A s s o c .  
J i m  H e m m i n g

R u p e r t  A n d r e w s ,  NRA, O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  
S c o t t  H i g h l i m a n ,  A E L  
N e d  F a r q u a r ,  D N R  

R o l a n d  S h a n k s ,  A D F & G
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Of f e r e d :  A / 1 0 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

O r i g i n a l  sponsor: R u l e s / G o v e r n o r

1 IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 93 (Finance) am

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

A F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A ct en t i t l e d :  " A n  Ac t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s y s t e m  of r e c r e a t i o n  rivers;

7 a nd p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S ( A :

9 * S e c t i o n  1. AS  A 1 . 2 3  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

10 A R T I C L E  2. S T A T E  R E C R E A T I O N  RIVERS.

11 Sec. Al . 2 3 . 2 0 0 .  P U R P O S E S .  (a) T he p u r p o s e  of AS  A l . 2 3 . 2 0 0  -

12 A l . 2 3 . 2 8 0  is to e s t a b l i s h  m a n a g e m e n t  g u i d e l i n e s  f or t h o s e  r i v e r s

13 d e s i g n a t e d  fo r  r e c r e a t i o n  u n d e r  A S  A l . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - A l . 2 3 . 2 8 0  w h i l e  p e r m i t -

1A t i n g  e a c h  r i v e r  to be i n d i v i d u a l l y  m a n a g e d  u n d e r  a m u l t i p l e  u s e  m a n -

15 a g e m e n t  plan.

16 (b) T he g o a l s  a nd o b j e c t i v e s  b y  w h i c h  a r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  s h a l l

17 be m a n a g e d  i n c l u d e

18 (1) the p r o t e c t i o n  a nd m a i n t e n a n c e  of the f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e

19 p o p u l a t i o n s  and h a b i t a t  o n  a s u s t a i n e d  y i e l d  b a s i s  so as to m a i n t a i n ,

20 restore, a nd e n h a n c e  fishi n g ,  h u n t i n g ,  and t r a p p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ;

21 (2) p r o t e c t i o n  of the s c e n i c  a n d  n a t u r a l  integr.' of the

22 r i v e r  a n d  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of the t r a d i t i o n a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  of the

23 r i v e r  by the p u b l i c  i n c l u d i n g  b o a t i n g ,  h i k xng, s n o w m a c h i n i n g ,  skiing,

2A d o g  m u s h i n g ,  an d  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ;

25 (3) m a n a g e m e n t  of u p l a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  f or the p r o t e c t i o n  an d

26 m a i n t e n a n c e  of w a t a r  q u a l i t y  a n d  s t r e a m  flow.

27 (c) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h all a l l o w  a n  a c t i v i t y  w h e n  c o m p a t i b l e

28 w i t h  (b)(1) - (3) of this s e c t i o n  i n c l u d i n g ,  but not l i m i t e d  to u s e  of

29 aircraft, p o w e r b o a t s ,  s n o w m a c h i n e s , a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e s ,  a n d  o t h e r

^  -1- CSHB 9 3 (Fin) am
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m o t o r i z e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  h a r v e s t  of w o o d  p r o d u c t s ;  s a n d  a nd g r a v e l  

e x t r a c t i o n  f or p u b l i c  use; a n d  p u b l i c  u s e  f a c i l i t i e s .  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - 

4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0  m a y  n ot be c o n s t r u e d  as p e r m i t t i n g  a n  a c t i v i t y  tha t  is 

i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  the p u r p o s e s  of A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0 ( b ) ( 1 )  - (3).

Sec. 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 1 0 .  G E N E R A L  M A N A G E M E N T  OF  R E C R E A T I O N  RIVER. (a) 

T h e  land a n d  w a t e r  w i t h i n  the a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  as a r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  

u n d e r  AS 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c )  is a s s i g n e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e ­

sou r c e s  f or m u l t i p l e  u se m a n a g e m e n t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p u r p o s e s  of 

A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - 41 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 .

(b) W i t h i n  thr<. a y e a r s  f r o m  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of the d e s i g­

na t i o n  of a r i v e r  as a r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  u n d e r  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c ) ,  t he 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall, a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  a g e n­

cies, r e s e r v e  to the s t a t e  u n d e r  AS  4 6 . 1 5 . 1 4 5  a n  i n s t r e a m  f l o w  or

level for th e  w a t e r  in the r i v e r  d e s c r i b e d  in  AS  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c )  tha t  is

a d e q u a t e  to a c h i e v e  the p u r p o s e s  of AS  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 .

(c) T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of AS  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0  do n o t  a f f e c t  the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of

(1) the D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  Game, the B o a r d  of F i s h e r­

ies, the B o a r d  of Game, o r  the G u i d e  L i c e n s i n g  a nd C o n t r o l  B o a r d  u n d e r  

A S  08.54, A S  16, or AS 4 1 . 9 9 . 0 1 0 ;

(2) the D e p a r t m e n t  of E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  u n d e r  

A S  46.03; or

(3) s t ate a g e n c i e s  and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 1 9 . 1 4 5 -

(d) T n e # c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  n o t  (£>rfringe u p c m  t h e  u s e  of w e a p o n s ,

i n c l u d i n g  f i r e arms, w i t h i n  a r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  e x c e p t  i n  s i tes of  h i g h

p u b l i c  use s u c h  as p i c n i c  areas, b o a t  ramps, c a m p i n g  g r o u n d s ,  a n d  

p a r k i n g  a r eas w h e n  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  that t he u s e  o f  w e a p o n s  

c o n s t i t u t e s  a thre a t  to p u b l i c  safety. E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in  thi s
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s u b s e c t i o n ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n ot r e s t r i c t  th e  e x e r c i s e  of f i s hing, 

h u n ting, or  t r a p p i n g  w i t h i n  a r e c r e a t i o n  river.

(e) T he c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  l e ase lan d  c o m p e t i t i v e l y  w i t h i n  a

r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  to a p e r s o n  f o r  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  of  a 

p u b l i c  u s e  f a c i l i t y  w i t h i n  th e  rei r e a t i o n  river.

(f) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n ot r e s t r i c t  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s

e x i s t i n g  w i t h i n  t he b o u n d a r i e s  of  a n  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  as a r e c r e a t i o n  

r i v e r  u n d e r  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c )  at the t i m e  of the d e s i g n a t i o n  u n l e s s  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  t hat the c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  t h r e a t e n s  the 

q u a l i t y  of the w a t e r  or a n  e s s e n t i a l  h a b i t a t  w i t h i n  the r e c r e a t i o n  

river.

Sec. 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 2 0 .  M A N A G E M E N T  PLAN. (a) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall 

adopt a n d  m a y  r e v i s e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m u l t i p l e  u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  for 

a r i v e r  d e s i g n a t e d  as a r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  u n d e r  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c ) .  The 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  F i s h  a nd G a m e  d u r i n g  

the f o r m u l a t i o n  o r  r e v i s i o n  of a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  g o v e r n i n g  the u s e  of

a n  a r e a  w i t h i n  a r e c r e a t i o n  river. T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  c o m p l y  w i t h

th e n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 9 4 5  a n d  s h a l l  h o l d  at least one 

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  in the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  that are p r o x i -  

m a t e l y  l o c a t e d  to the r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  a nd w i t h  the l o c a l  f i s h  an d  

gam e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  i n  the a r e a  in the a d o p t i o n  or  r e v i s i o n  of a 

m a n a g e m e n t  plan. T h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m u i t i p l e - u s e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  s h a l l  

e s t a b l i s h  l o n g - r a n g e  g u i d e l i n e s  a nd m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  the p u r p o s e s  of  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0  to

(1) p r o t e c t  the f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  a n d  the free- 

f l o w i n g  n a t u r e  of the rive r ;

(2) i d e n t i f y  s p e c i a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s  a n d  m a n a g e  the 

level of i n t e n s i t y  a n d  t y pes of r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses;

(3) d e s i g n a t e  c o m p a t i b l e  l and u s e s  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t
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(4) m a n a g e  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  s u c h  as guiding;

(5) p r o v i d e  f o r  n e c e s s a r y  p u b l i c  s e r vices, s u c h  as t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  a n d  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r s ,  p u b l i c  safety, a n d  law e n f o r c e m e n t ;

(6) a l l o w  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  a c c e s s  to p u b l i c  land 

and p r i v a t e  i n h o l d i n g s  a n d  to land b e y o n d  the r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  c o r r i­

dor;

(7) e s t a b l i s h  c r i t e r i a  and t i m e l i n e s  to r e v i e w  f u t u r e  

p r o p o s e d  u s e s  for c o m p a t i b i l i t y  w i t h  the p u r p o s e s  of A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - 

4 1 . 2 3.280;

(8) e s t a b l i s h  g u i d e l i n e s  and s e t b a c k  r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  an 

a c t i v i t y  o c c u r r i n g  u n d e r  AS  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0 ( c ) .

(b) Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  a d opt r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to i m p l e­

ment the plan.

(c) A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  a d o p t e d  or r e v i s e d  b y  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  to the 

le g i s l a t u r e  f or r e v i e w  w i t h i n  the first 10 day s  of the first r e g u l a r  

s e s s i o n  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  to c o n v e n e  a f t e r  its a d o p t i o n  or  r e v i s i o n  

by the c o m m i s s i o n e r .

(d) Th e  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  an d  G a m e  a n d  the B o a r d s  of F i s h  a nd 

Game shall c o n s u l t  w i t h  the com'.iissioner b e f o r e  a d o p t i n g  or  r e v i s i n g  

r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  in  a n  a r e a  d e s i g n a t e d  

as a r e c r e a t i o n  r i ver. .*

Sec. 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 3 0 .  M A N A G E M E N T  OF  M U N I C I P A L  LAND. If a m u n i c i p a l i t y  

c o mmits land for i n c l u s i o n  in  a r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  d e s i g n a t e d  u n d e r  

AS  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c ) ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  o b t a i n  the c o n c u r r e n c e  of the 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  to t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  p r o p o s e d  u n d e r  AS  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 2 0  as it 

a p p l i e s  to m u n i c i p a l  land.

g u i d e l i n e s  for a s s o c i a t e d  d e v e l o p m e n t ;

CSH B  9 3 (Fin) am  -4-



Sec. 41  ^ 3 . 2 4 0 .  A C Q U I S I T I O N  O F  A D D I T I O N A L  LAND. (a) The corn- 

m i s s i o n e’ m a y  a c q u i r e  i n  th e  n a m e  of  the s t a t e  l a n d  tha t  is a d j a c e n t  

to or l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t he l a n d  d e s c r i b e d  i n  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c )  b y  p u r­

chase, lease, gift, o r  e x c h a n g e .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n o t  a c q u i r e  l a n d  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  a 

r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  b y  e m i n e n t  d o m ain.

Sec. 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 5 0 .  A P P L I C A T I O N  O F  P U B L I C  L A N D  LAWS. E x c e p t  to the 

e x t e n t  tha t  a p r o v i s i o n  is i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a p r o v i s i o n  of A S  41.- 

2 3 . 2 0 0  - 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0  the p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  38.0 4 ;  A S  38.05; A S  38.35; a nd  

A S  3 8 .95 a p p l y  to lan d  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c ) .

Sec. 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 6 0 .  C O O P E R A T I V E  M A N A G E M E N T  A G R E E M E N T S .  (a) T he  

c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e n t e r  i n t o  a c o o p e r a t i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t  f o r  the 

m a n a g e m e n t  of l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  d e s c r i b e d  in A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c )  or  of o t h e r  

a d j a c e n t  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  w i t h  a f e d e r a l  a g e n c y ,  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  of the 

state, a n o t h e r  a g e n c y  of  t he state, o r  a p r i v a t e  landowner.

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  t r a n s f e r  t he m a n a g e m e n t  of a s p e c i f i c  

sit e  w i t h i n  a  r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  d e s c r i b e d  i n  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c )  to a s t a t e  

a g e n c y  to a s s i s t  i n  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a f a c i l i t y  or to c a r r y  out a 

p r o g r a m  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law.

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  n o t  m a n a g e  a  r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  d e s c r i b e d  

in  AS  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c ) ( 1 )  - (6) as a u n i t  of t h e  s t a t e  p a r k  system.

Sec. 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 7 0 .  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  B Y  C O M M I S S I O N E R .  (a) B e f o r e  

r e c o m m e n d i n g  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  to t he l e g i s l a­

ture, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  a d o p t  a p l a n  f o r  t he a r e a  e n c o m p a s s i n g  

the p r o p o s e d  r e c r e a t i o n  river.

(b) I n  the a d o p t i o n  of a p l a n  r e c o m m e n d i n g  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 

a r e c r e a t i o n  river, t he c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h all

(1) a f t e r  n o t i c e  u n d e r  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 9 4 5 ,  h o l d  a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  

in e a c h  c o m m u n i t y  tha t  is l o c a t e d  p r o x i m a t e l y  to or w i t h i n  the
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bo u n d a r i e s  of  an  a r e a  p r o p o s e d  f or i n c l u s i o n  w i t h i n  a r e c r e a t i o n  

river;

(2) p r e p a r e  a s u m m a r y  of the t e s t i m o n y  o f f e r e d  at e a c h  

p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  h e l d  u n d e r  (1) of  this s u b s e c t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the p r o p o s e !  r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  f or i n c l u s i o n  in the 

plan;

(3) c o n s u l t  w i t h  e a c h  f i s h  an d  gam e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  for a n  a r e a  w i t h i n  the b o u n d a r i e s  o f  a n  a r e a  p r o p o s e d  

for i n c l u s i o n  w i t h i n  a r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  and i n c l u d e  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a­

tions of the l o cal f i s h  a nd g a m e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  i n  t he plan; a nd

(4) p r o v i d e  a c opy of  the p l a n  to each c o m m u n i t y  in w h i c h  a 

h e a r i n g  was h e l d  u n d e r  (1) of this su b s e c t i o n .

Sec. 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 .  D E S I G N A T E D  RIVERS. (a) S u b j e c t  to v a l i d  e x i s t­

ing rights, the s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  a nd w a t e r  d e s i g n a t e d  as a r e c r e a t i o n  

r i v e r  u n d e r  (c) of this s e c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e  a s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e  a r e a  

u n d e r  art. VIII, sec. 7 of the A l a s k a  Cons t i t u t i o n .  S t a t e - o w n e d  l and 

and w a t e r  m a y  be d e s i g n a t e d  is a r e c r e a t i o n  river o n l y  b y  the l e g i s­

lature .

(b) T he s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  are

c l o s e d  to m i n e r a l  e n t r y  an d  l e a s i n g  u n d e r  AS  3 8 . 0 5 . 1 5 0  - 3 8 . 0 5 . 1 7 5  an d  

3 8 . 05.185 - 38. 0 5 . 2 7 5 .  T he s t a t e - o w n e d  land and w a t e r  d e s c r i b e d  in 

this s e c t i o n  is c l o s e d  to l a n d  d i s p o s a l s  u n d e r  A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 3 5 ( b ) ,  

38.05.045 - 3 8 . 0 5 . 0 6 9 ;  AS  3 8 .08 a n d  A S  38.09 w i t h i n  one -  h a l f  m i l e  

u p l a n d  of the m e a n d e r  of t he o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k  o f  the river.

(c) T h e  land a nd w a t e r  p r e s e n t l y  o w n e d  by the s t a t e  a nd all lan d

and w a t e r  a c q u i r e d  by the s t a t e  i n  the future, i n c l u d i n g  s h o r e  a n d

s u b m e r g e d  land, that lies w i t h i n  the f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e d  p a r c e l s  are

d e s i g n a t e d  r e c r e a t i o n  rivers:

(1) T a l a c h u l i t n a  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  R i ver

CSHB 9 3 (Fin) am -6-



(A) T o w n s h i p  16 North, Range 10 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  6: Wl/ 2

S e c t i o n  7: N W 1/4

(B) T o w n s h i p  16 North, R a nge 11  West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  1: El/2, SW1/4

S e c t i o n  2: Sl/2, N W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  3 

S e c t i o n  11: Nl/ 2

S e c t i o n  12: Nl/ 2

(C) T o w n s h i p  17 North, Range 10 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  6: Wl/2, W 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  7 

Section?, - 19

Se c t i o n s  30 - 31

(D) T o w n s h i p  17 North, Range 11  W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  1: E 1 / 2E1/2

S e c t i o n  3: Wl/2

Se c t i o n s  4 - 5  

S e c t i o n  6: Sl/2

S e c t i o n s  7 - 8  

S e c t i o n  9: Nl/2, SE1/4

S e c t i o n  10 

S e c t i o n  14: W l / 2

S e c t i o n  15 

S e c t i o n  17: N W 1/4

S e c t i o n  18:‘ Nl/2, S W 1 / 4  

S e c t i o n  19: N W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  22 

S e c t i o n  23: Wl/ 2
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1 S e c t i o n  25: E 1 / 2 E 1 / 2

2 S e c t i o n  26: W l/2

3 S e c t i o n  27

4 S e c t i o n  34

5 S e c t i o n  35: Wl/ 2

6 (E) T o w n s h i p  17 Nort h ,  R a n g e  12 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

7 S e c t i o n  7: Sl/2

8 S e c t i o n  12: Sl/2

9 S e c t i o n  13

10 S e c t i o n  14: Sl/2

11 S e c t i o n  15: Sl/2

12 S e c t i o n  16: Sl/2

13 S e c t i o n s  17 - 18

14 S e c t i o n  20: El/2

15 S e c t i o n s  21 - 23

16 S e c t i o n  24: Nl/2, N 1 / 2 S 1 / 2

17 (F) T o w n s h i p  17 North, R a n g e  13 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

18 S e c t i o n  9: Sl/2

19 S e c t i o n  10: Sl/2

20 S e c t i o n  11: Sl/2

21 S e c t i o n  12: Sl/2

22 S e c t i o n s  13 - 16

23 S e c t i o n  24: Nl/ 2

24 (G) T o w n s h i p  18 North, R a n g e  10 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

25 S e c t i o n  18: S W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

26 S e c t i o n  19: NW1/4, S 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  S E 1 / 4

27 S e c t i o n  20: Sl/2, N E 1 / 4

28 S e c t i o n  21

29 S e c t i o n  22: W 1 / 2 W 1 / 2
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1 S e c t i o n  26: W 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 , S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

2 S e c t i o n  27: Sl/2, S 1 / 2 N 1 / 2

3 S e c t i o n s  28 - 29

4 S e c t i o n  30: E l/2, E 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

5 S e c t i o n  31: N E 1 / 4 , S 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4 , N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 ,

6 SW1/4, W 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

7 S e c t i o n  33: N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

8 S e c t i o n  34: N 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

9 (H) T o w n s h i p  18 N o rth, R a n g e  11 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

10 S e c t i o n  6: W l/2, W 1 / 2 E 1 / 2 , E 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

11 S e c t i o n  7

12 S e c t i o n  11: E 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

13 S e c t i o n  12: S W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

14 S e c t i o n  13: N W 1 / 4 , E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 , SE1/4

15 S e c t i o n  16: S W 1 / 4

16 S e c t i o n s  17 - 18

17 S e c t i o n  19: N E 1 / 4

18 S e c t i o n  20: N l/2, S E 1/4

19 S e c t i o n  21: W l / 2

20 S e c t i o n  24: E 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

21 S e c t i o n  28

22 S e c t i o n  29: E l / 2

23 S e c t i o n  32: E l / 2

24 S e c t i o n  33

25 (I) T o w n s h i p  18 North, R a n g e  12 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

26 S e c t i o n s  1 - 2

27 S e c t i o n  12: Nl/2, S E 1 / 4

28 (J) T o w n s h i p  19 North, R a n g e  12 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

29 S e c t i o n  3: Nl/2, S W 1 / 4
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1 S e c t i o n  4: E 1 / 2 E 1 / 2 , W 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4 , S E 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

2 S e c t i o n  9: El/2, S W 1 / 4 , E 1 / 2 W W 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

3 S e c t i o n  10: N W 1 / 4

4 S e c t i o n  15: W 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

5 S e c t i o n  16

6 S e c t i o n  21

7 S e c t i o n  22: W 1 / 2 W 1 / 2 , E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 S E 1 / 4

8 S e c t i o n s  27 - 28

9 S e c t i o n  34

10 S e c t i o n  35: Sl/2, N W 1 / 4

11 (K) T o w n s h i p  20 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  11 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

12 S e c t i o n  18: W I / 2

13 S e c t i o n  19: W l / 2

14 (L) T o w n s h i p  20 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  12 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

15 S e c t i o n  1

16 S e c t i o n  2: N l / 2

17 S e c t i o n  11: E l / 2

18 S e c t i o n s  12 - 13

19 S e c t i o n  14: E l / 2

<.0 S e c t i o n s  23 - 24

21 S e c t i o n  25: N l / 2

22 S e c t i o n  26

23 S e c t i o n  27: E l/2

24 S e c t i o n  34: Sl/2, N E 1 / 4 , S E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

25 S e c t i o n  35: N W 1 / 4

26 (M) T o w n s h i p  21 N o rth, R a n g e  11 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

27 S e c t i o n  31: S W 1 / 4

28 (N) T o w n s h i p  21 Nort h ,  R a n g e  12 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

29 S e c t i o n  25: t h a t  p o r t i o n  s o u t h  of  t he S k w e n t n a
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

R i v e r

S e c t i o n  26: t h a t  p o r t i o n  s o u t h  of the S k w e n t n a

R i v e r

S e c t i o n  35: t h a t  p o r t i o n  s o u t h  of the S k w e n t n a

R i v e r

S e c t i o n  36: t h a t  p o r t i o n  s o u t h  of t he S k w e n t n a

R i v e r

(2) A l e x a n d e r  C r e e k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  R i v e r

(A) T o w n s h i p  16 N o rth, R a n g e  7 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n s  6 - 7  

S e c t i o n s  18 - 19

(B) T o w n s h i p  17 Nort h ,  R a n g e  7 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  18: Sl/2, W 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  19 

S e c t i o n s  30 - 31 

S e c t i o n  32: W l / 2

(C) T o w n s h i p  17 N o rth, R a n g e  8 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  1

S e c t i o n  2: El/2, N 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  3: N 1 / 2 N 1 / 2

S e c t i o n  4: N l /2, N 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  11: N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  12

S e c t i o n  13: El/2, E 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  24: N E 1 / 4 ,  E 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

(D) T o w n s h i p  18 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  8 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  4: W l / 2

S e c t i o n  5 

S e c t i o n  6: N E 1 / 4
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1 S e c t i o n  8: Nl/2, S E 1 / 4

2 S e c t i o n  9

3 S e c t i o n  10: S W 1 / 4

4 S e c t i o n  14: W 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 , S E 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

5 S e c t i o n  15: Wl/2, S E 1 / 4 , S 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

6 S e c t i o n  16: Nl/2, S E 1 / 4

7 S e c t i o n  22: Nl/2, N 1 / 2 S 1 / 2 , S 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

8 S e c t i o n  23: Wl/2, W 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

9 S e c t i o n  26: Wl/2, W 1 / 2 E 1 / 2 , E 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

10 S e c t i o n  27: E 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

11 S e c t i o n  33: SW1/4, S 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

12 S e c t i o n  34: S 1 / 2 S 1 / 2

13 S e c t i o n  35

14 S e c t i o n  36: W l / 2

15 (E) T o w n s h i p  19 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  8 West, S e w a r d  t

16 S e c t i o n  19: Wl/2, W 1 / 2 E 1 / 2

17 S e c t i o n  29: W 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

18 S e c t i o n  30

19 S e c t i o n  31: El/2, E 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

20 S e c t i o n  32

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

(F) T o w n s h i p  19 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  9 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n s  3 - 4  

S e c t i o n s  9 - 1 0  

S e c t i o n  13: Sl/2

S e c t i o n  14: Sl/2

S e c t i o n s  15 - 16 

S e c t i o n  22: N l / 2

S e c t i o n  23: N l / 2

Section 24
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1 (3) L a k e  C r e e k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  R i v e r

2 (A) T o w n s h i p  21 North, R a n g e  9 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

3 S e c t i o n  3

4 S e c t i o n  4: E x c l u d i n g  T r a c t s  A, B, C a n d  D

5 S e c t i o n  9: N l/2 E x c l u d i n g  T r a c t s  A  a n d  B

6 S e c t i o n  10

7 S e c t i o n  15

8 (B) T o w n s h i p  22 North, R a n g e  9 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

9 S e c t i o n 4: NW1/4, Sl/2

10 S e c t i o n 5: Nl/2, E 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

11 S e c t i o n 9: Nl/2, S E 1 / 4 , E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4

12 S e c t i o n 10: W 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 , S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

13 S e c t i o n 15: Wl/2

14 S e c t i o n 16: El/2, E 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

15 S e c t i o n 21: El/2

16 S e c t i o n 22: W l/2

17 S e c t i o n 27: Wl/2

18 S e c t i o n 28: El/2

19 S e c t i o n 34

20 (C) T o w n s h i p  23 North, R a n g e  9 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

21 S e c t i o n  3: W 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

22 S e c t i o n  4

23 S e c t i o n  5: El/2, E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4

24 S e c t i o n  7: SE1/4, S E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 ,  E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4

25 S e c t i o n  8: Sl/2, NE1/4, S 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4 ,  N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

26 S e c t i o n  9: N 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 ,  N W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

27 S e c t i o n  17: Wl/2, W 1 / 2 E 1 / 2

28 S e c t i o n  18: El/2

29 S e c t i o n  19: Nl/2, SE1/4, E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4
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1 S e c t i o n  20: W l /2, S E 1 / 4 , S 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  N W 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

2 S e c t i o n  29

3 S e c t i o n  30: N E 1 / 4 , E 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4 ,  N E 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4 ,  S E 1/4

4 S e c t i o n  32

5 S e c t i o n  33: S 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  N W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

6 (D) T o w n s h i p  24 N o rth, R a n g e  9 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

7 S e c t i o n  28: S 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 , S W 1 / 4 S E 1 / 4

8 S e c t i o n  29: N W 1 / 4 , S l/2

9 S e c t i o n  30

10 S e c t i o n  31: N l / 2

11 S e c t i o n  32: N W 1 / 4 , El/ 2

12 S e c t i o n  33

13 S e c t i o n  34: S W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

14 (E) T o w n s h i p  24 North, R a n g e  10 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

15 S e c t i o n  3

16 S e c t i o n  4: E l / 2

17 S e c t i o n  10

18 S e c t i o n  11: Wl/2, W 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

19 S e c t i o n  13: W 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

20 S e c t i o n  14

21 S e c t i o n  15: N E 1 / 4

22 S e c t i o n  23: N l /2, S E 1/4

23 S e c t i o n  24: Wl/2, S1 / 2 S E 1 / 4 ,  N W 1 / 4 S E 1 / 4

24 S e c t i o n  25

25 S e c t i o n  36: N E 1 / 4 , E 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

26 (F) T o w n s h i p  25 North, R a n g e  10 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

27 S e c t i o n s  6 - 7

28 S e c t i o n  8: Sl/2, N W 1 / 4

29 S e c t i o n  16: W l / 2
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1 S e c t i o n  17

2 S e c t i o n  18: E l/2

3 S e c t i o n  20: SEl/4, N i / 2

4 S e c t i o n  21

5 S e c t i o n  22: W l / 2

6 S e c t i o n  25: S W 1 / 4

7 S e c t i o n  26: Sl/ 2

8 S e c t i o n  27

9 S e c t i o n  28: El/2, H W 1 / 4

10 S e c t i o n s  34 - 35

11 S e c t i o n  36: W l / 2

12 (G) T o w n s h i p  25 Nort h ,  R a n g e  11 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

13 S e c t i o n  1: E l / 2

14 (H) T o w n s h i p  26 N o rth, R a n g e  10 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

15 S e c t i o n  31

16 (I) T o w n s h i p  26 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  ll W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

17 S e c t i o n s  3 - 4

18 S e c t i o n  9: E l / 2

19 S e c t i o n  10

20 S e c t i o n  14: W l / 2

21 S e c t i o n  15

22 S e c t i o n  22: £ 1 /2, E 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

23 S e c t i o n  23

24 S e c t i o n  25: Sl/2, N W 1 / 4

25 S e c t i o n  26

26 S e c t i o n  27: N E 1 / 4

27 S e c t i o n  35: N E 1 / 4

28 S e c t i o n  36

29 (J) T o w n s h i p  27 N o rth, R a n g e  11 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

#
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1 S e c t i o n  6: S W 1/4

2 S e c t i o n  7

3 S e c t i o n  8: S W 1/4

4 S e c t i o n s  17 - 18

5 S e c t i o n  19: Nl/2, S E l / 4

6 S e c t i o n  20

7 S e c t i o n  21: S W 1 / 4

8 S e c t i o n s  28 - 29

* S e c t i o n  30: N E 1 / 4

10 S e c t i o n  32: El/ 2

1 1  S e c t i o n  33

12 S e c t i o n  34: W l / 2

13 (K) T o w n s h i p  27 North, R a n g e  12 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

14 S e c t i o n s  1 - 3

15 S e c t i o n  10: Nl/2, SEl/4

16 S e c t i o n s  11 - 14

17 S e c t i o n  15: N E 1 / 4

18 S e c t i o n  23: N E 1 / 4

19 S e c t i o n  24: N l / 2

20 (L) T o w n s h i p  28 North, R a n g e  12 W e st, Set^ard M e r i d i a n

21 S e c t i o n s  1 - 5

22 S e c t i o n s  8 - 1 2

23 S e c t i o n s  13 - 17

24 S e c t i o n s  21 - 24

25 S e c t i o n s  25 - 28

26 S e c t i o n s  33 - 36

27 (4) K r o t o  C r e e k  a n d  M o o s e  C r e e k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  R i v e r

28 (A) T o w n s h i p  19 North, R a n g e  6 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

29 S e c t i o n  2: S W 1 / 4
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

i6

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

S e c t i o n 17

S e c t i o n 16: El/ 2

S e c t i o n 20: S E l / 4

S e c t i o n 21

S e c t i o n 22: W l / 2

S e c t i o n 25: S W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n 26: Sl/ 2

S e c t i o n 27

S e c t i o n 28: El/2,

Sectionsi 34 - 35

S e c t i o n 36: W l / 2

(G) T o w n s h i p  25 North, R a n g e  11 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  1: E l / 2

(H) T o w n s h i p  26 North, R a n g e  10 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  31

(I) T o w n s h i p  26 North, R a n g e  ll West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n s  3 - 4  

S e c t i o n  9: E l / 2

S e c t i o n  10 

S e c t i o n  14: W l / 2

S e c t i o n  15

S e c t i o n  22: El/2, E 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  23

S e c t i o n  25: Sl/2, N W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  26 

S e c t i o n  27: N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  35: N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  36

(J) T o w n s h i p  27 North, R a n g e  11 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  
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1 S e c t i o n  3

2 S e c t i o n  10: El/ 2

3 S e c t i o n  11

4 S e c t i o n  14

5 S e c t i o n  15: E 1 / 2 E 1 / 2

6 S e c t i o n  22: E 1 / 2 E 1 / 2

7 S e c t i o n  23

8 S e c t i o n  25: that p o r t i o n  w e s t  of the e a s t e r n­

9 m o s t  b a n k  of the S u s i t n a  R i v e r

10 S e c t i o n  26

11 S e c t i o n  27: E 1 / 2 E 1 / 2

12 S e c t i o n  34: N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

13 S e c t i o n  35

14 S e c t i o n  36: that p o r t i o n  w e s t  of the e a s t e r n­

15 m o s t  b a n k  of the S u s i t n a  R i v e r

16 (B) T o w n s h i p  20 North, R a n g e  6 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

17 S e c t i o n  4

18 S e c t i o n  5: El/2

19 S e c t i o n  8: NE1/4, E 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

20 S e c t i o n  9

21 S e c t i o n  15: W l / 2

22 S e c t i o n  16

23 S e c t i o n  21: El/2, N 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4 ,  S E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

24 S e c t i o n  22: NW1/4, Sl/2

25 S e c t i o n  27

26 S e c t i o n  34

27 (C) T o w n s h i p  21  North, R a n g e  6 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

28 S e c t i o n  3

29 S e c t i o n  9: E 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4 ,  S E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

2 0
21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

S e c t i o n  16

S e c t i o n  20: E l / 2

S e c t i o n  21

S e c t i o n  28

S e c t i o n  29: E l / 2

S e c t i o n  32: E 1 / 2 E 1 / 2 ,  N W 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  33

S e c t i o n  34: S W 1 / 4

(D) T o w n s h i p  22 North, R a n g e  6 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n s  4 - 5

S e c t i o n  6: El/2, E 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

S e c t i o n s  7 - 9

S e c t i o n s  16 - 18

S e c t i o n s  20 - 21

S e c t i o n  27

S e c t i o n  28: Nl/2, SEl/4, E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  29: E 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  33: I 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  S E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  34

(E) T o w n s h i p  23 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  6 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  4 

S e c t i o n  7: W l / 2

S e c t i o n  9 

S e c t i o n  16

S e c t i o n  17: S W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n s  18 - 19 

S e c t i o n  20: W 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

S ection 10

Section 15: Wl/2, W1/2NE1/4
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1 S e c t i o n  2 1

2 S e c t i o n  28

3 S e c t i o n s  30 - 31

4 S e c t i o n  32: S l / 2

5 S e c t i o n  33

6 (F) T o w n s h i p  23 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  7 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

7 S e c t i o n  1

8 S e c t i o n  2: E l / 2

9 S e c t i o n s  12 - 13

10 S e c t i o n  24

11 S e c t i o n  25: N l / 2 ,  S E l / 4

12 S e c t i o n  36: N 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

13 (G) T o w n s h i p  2 4  N o r t h ,  R a n g e  6 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

14 S e c t i o n  4: W l / 2

15 S e c t i o n  5

16 S e c t i o n  6: N E 1 / 4 ,  E 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

17 S e c t i o n  8: N l /2, SEl/4, E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4

18 S e c t i o n  9

19 S e c t i o n  15: S W 1/4, S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

20 S e c t i o n  16

21 S e c t i o n  17i N E 1 / 4 ,  N 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

22 S e c t i o n  21: E l /2, S E 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

23 S e c t i o n  22: N W 1 / 4 ,  N 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

24 S e c t i o n  28: E 1 / 2 W 1 / 2 ,  E l / 2

25 S e c t i o n  33

26 (H) T o w n s h i p  24 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  7 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

27 S e c t i o n  6: Sl/2, N W 1 / 4

28 ‘ S e c t i o n  7

29 S e c t i o n  8: S 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4
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1 S e c t i o n  16: W l /2, W 1 / 2 E 1 / 2

2 S e c t i o n  17

3 S e c t i o n  18: N 1 / 2 N 1 / 2 , S E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 ,  S 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,

4 N 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4 , S E 1 / 4 S E 1 / 4

5 S e c t i o n  19: N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

6 S e c t i o n  20: N l / 2

7 S e c t i o n  21: W l /2, SEl/4, W 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

8 S e c t i o n  27

9 S e c t i o n  28: E l / 2

10 S e c t i o n  33: N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

11 S e c t i o n  34: El/2, E 1 / 2 W 1 / 2 ,  N W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

12 S e c t i o n  35: Wl/2, SEl/4, S 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

13 S e c t i o n  36: S W 1 / 4

14 (I) T o w n s h i p  24 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  8 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

15 S e c t i o n  1: E l / 2

16 S e c t i o n  12: NE1/ 4 ,  E 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

17 S e c t i o n  13: NF.1/4NE1/4

18 (J) T o w n s h i p  25 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  6 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

19 S e c t i o n  5

20 S e c t i o n  8

21 S e c t i o n  17

22 S e c t i o n  18: S E l / 4

23 S e c t i o n  19: El/2, E 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

24 S e c t i o n  20: W 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

25 S e c t i o n  29: W 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

26 S e c t i o n  30: El/2, E 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

27 S S S S S S S

28 S e c t i o n  32: W 1 / 2 W 1 / 2 ,  S E 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

29 (K) T o w n s h i p  25 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  7 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n
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1 S e c t i o n  5

2 S e c t i o n  6: SEl/4, S 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

3 S e c t i o n  7: El/2, S W 1 / 4 , E 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

4 S e c t i o n  8: N W 1 / 4 , W 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4

5 S e c t i o n s  18 - 19

6 S e c t i o n s  30 - 31

7 (L) T o w n s h i p  25 North, R a n g e  8 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

8 S e c t i o n  13: E l / 2  SEl/4

9 S e c t i o n  24: E 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

10 (M) T o w n s h i p  26 North, R a n g e  6 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

11 S e c t i o n  5

12 S e c t i o n  8

13 S e c t i o n  17: N l/2, SEl/4, N 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 ,  S E 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

14 S e c t i o n  19: S E l/4

15 S e c t i o n  20: El/2, S W 1 / 4 , S 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4 , N E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

16 S e c t i o n  29: El/2, N W 1 / 4

17 S e c t i o n  30: Sl/2, NE1/4, S E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4

18 S e c t i o n  31: E 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  that p o r t i o n  of N W 1 / 4 -

19 N E 1 / 4  w i t h i n  r e t a i n e d  e a s e m e n t  (50' e a c h  sid e

20 of M H WM)

21 S e c t i o n  32: lands w i t h i n  150' of M H W M

22 (N) T o w n s h i p  26 Nort h ,  R a n g e  7 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

23 S e c t i o n  4: W l/2

24 S e c t i o n  5: El/2, S 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4

25 S e c t i o n  7: S E l / 4

26 S e c t i o n  8

27 S e c t i o n  9: NW1/4, N 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4

28 S e c t i o n  17

29 S e c t i o n  18: El/2
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1 S e c t i o n  19

2 S e c t i o n  20: Wl / 2

3 S e c t i o n  29: Sl/2, N W 1 / 4

4 S e c t i o n  30

5 S e c t i o n  31: N E 1 / 4

6 S e c t i o n  32

7 (0) T o w n s h i p  27 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  6

8 S e c t i o n  4

9 S e c t i o n  5: E l/2

10 S e c t i o n  8: El/2

11 S e c t i o n  9

12 S e c t i o n  16

13 S e c t i o n  17: E l / 2

14 S e c t i o n  20: El/ 2

15 S e c t i o n  21

16 S e c t i o n  28: W l / 2

17 S e c t i o n  29: E l/2

18 S e c t i o n  32: El/2

19 S e c t i o n  33: W l / 2

20 (P) T o w n s h i p  27 N o rth, R a n g e  7

21 St -io n  7

22 S e c t i o n  8: Sl/2, N W 1 / 4

23 S e c t i o n  9: W l / 2

24 S e c t i o n  16

25 S e c t i o n  17: Nl/2, S E l / 4

26 S e c t i o n  20: E l / 2

27 S e c t i o n  21

28 S e c t i o n  28: Nl/2, S W 1 / 4

29 S e c t i o n  29: E l / 2
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1 S e c t i o n  32: El/2

2 S e c t i o n  33: W l/2

3 (Q) T o w n s h i p  27 North, R a n g e  8 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

4 S e c t i o n  12: N E 1 / 4

5 (R) T o w n s h i p  28 North, R a n g e  6 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

6 S e c t i o n  32: S 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4

7 S e c t i o n  33: S 1 / 2 S 1 / 2

8 (5) T a l k e e t n a  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  R i v e r

9 (A) T o w n s h i p  26 North, R a n g e  3 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

10 S e c t i o n  1

11 S e c t i o n  2

12 S e c t i o n s  3 - 6 :  e x c l u d i n g  A S L S  81-196, A S L S

13 80-94, A S L S  8 0 - 8 4

14 (B) T o w n s h i p  27 North, R a n g e  2 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

15 S e c t i o n  2: S W 1/4

16 S e c t i o n  3: Sl/2

17 S e c t i o n  4: Sl/2

18 S e c t i o n  5: SEl/4, E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4

19 S e c t i o n  7: S E l/4

20 S e c t i o n s  8 - 12

21 S e c t i o n  13: N l/2

22 S e c t i o n  14: N 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

23 S e c t i o n  17

24 S e c t i o n  18: El/2, S W 1/4

25 S e c t i o n  19

26 S e c t i o n  20: Nl/2, S W 1/4

27 S e c t i o n  30: Wl/ 2

28 (C) T o w n s h i p  27 Nort h ,  R a n g e  3 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

29 S e c t i o n  24: El/2
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1 S e c t i o n  25

2 S e c t i o n  26: S E l / 4

3 S e c t i o n  31: Sl/2

4 S e c t i o n  32: S l/2 e x c l u s i v e  of A S L S  79-149

5 S e c t i o n  33: S 1 / 2 S 1 / 2  e x c l u s i v e  of A S L S  79-149

6 S e c t i o n  34: S 1 / 2 S 1 / 2  e x c l u s i v e  of A S L S  79-149

7 and A S L S  7 6 -138

8 S e c tions 35 - 36

9 (D) T o w n s h i p  27 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  4 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

10 S e c t i o n  36: S 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4  e x c l u s i v e  of A S L S  74-78

11 and A S L S  7 4 - 7 7

12 (6) L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  Rive r :  the w a t e r  c o l u m n

13 of the m a i n  s t r e a m  of the L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r  f r o m  m e a n  h i g h  w a t e r

14 m a r k  to m e a n  h i g h  w a t e r  mark, f r o m  the p o i n t  at w h i c h  the r i v e r

15 c r o s s e s  t h e  s e c t i o n  line d i v i d i n g  S e c t i o n s  23 a nd 26 in T o w n s h i p  19

16 North, R a n g e  1 East, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  d o w n s t r e a m  to t he p o i n t  at w h i c h

17 t h e  r i v e r  c r o s s e s  the s e c t i o n  l i n e  b e t w e e n  S e c t i o n s  15 an d  22 in

18 T o w n s h i p  16 N o rth, R a n g e  5 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n ;  t he w a t e r  c o l u m n  of

19 L a k e  C r e e k  f r o m  m e a n  h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k  to m e a n  h i g h  w a t e r  mark, from the

20 p o i n t  at w h i c h  the c r e e k  c r o s s e s  t he s e c t i o n  line d i v i d i n g  S e c tions 10

21 a n d  11, T o w n s h i p  18 North, R a n g e  4 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  d o w n s t r e a m  to

22 the c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  the L i t t l e  S u s i t n a  R i v e r ;  a nd

23 (A) T o w n s h i p  16 Nort h ,  R a n g e  5 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

24 S e c t i o n  3

25 S e c t i o n  4: N E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

26 S e c t i o n  10: El/2, E 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

27 S e c t i o n  15: El/2, E 1 / 2 W 1 / 2

28 (B) T o w n s h i p  17 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  5 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

29 S e c t i o n  12
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

S e c t i o n  13 

S e c t i o n  14 

S e c t i o n  15

S e c t i o n  22

S e c t i o n  23: N 1 / 2 N 1 / 2 ,  S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 ,  W 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4  

S e c t i o n  26: W 1 / 2 W 1 / 2  

S e c t i o n  27 

S e c t i o n  34

(C) T o w n s h i p  18 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  1 East, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  8: N W 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4 ,  S I / 2 N W 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

(D) T o w n s h i p  18 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  1 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  15: N 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  16: N W l / 4 ,  N 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  S E 1 / 4 N E 1 / 4

(E) T o w n s h i p  18 N o rth, R a n g e  2 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  15: N W l / 4 ,  N 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  N W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4  

S e c t i o n  16: Sl/ 2 

S e c t i o n  17: Sl/ 2

S e c t i o n  19: N W l / 4 ,  W 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4 ,  E 1 / 2 S W 1 / 4 .

(F) T o w n s h i p  18 N o rth, R a n g e  3 West, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  i9

S e c t i o n  20: SW1/4, W 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4 ,  S E 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 ,  

W 1 / 2 N W 1 / 4

S e c t i o n  30: N E 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4 ,  N W 1 / 4 S W 1 / 4

(G) T o w n s h i p  13 N o r t h ,  R a n g e  4 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  11: SW1/4, S W 1 / 4 S E 1 / 4 ,  S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4  

S e c t i o n  13: Sl/2, S W 1 / 4 N W 1 / 4  

S e c t i o n  14 

S e c t i o n  24

S ection 21: NW1/4NE1/4, N 1 / 2NW1/4

-25- CSHB 9 3 (Fin) am



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

S e c t i o n 25: N l / 2

S e c t i o n 26

S e c t i o n 27: Sl/2

S e c t i o n 33: Sl/2, S 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

S e c t i o n 34

S e c t i o n 35: NWl/4, W 1 / 2 N E 1 / 4

A R T I C L E  3. G E N E R A L  PRO V I S I O N S .

Sec. 41.23.900. D E F I N I T I O N .  In this chapter, " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  

m e a n s  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  res o u r c e s .

* Sec. 2. U n t i l  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  h as b e e n  a d o p t e d  f or a r e c r e a t i o n a l  

r i v e r  u n d e r  A S  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 2 0 ( a )  as e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 of this Act, i n t e r i m  

m a n a g e m e n t  s h all be c o n s istent w i t h  the p u r p o s e s  of AS  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 0 0  - 4 1 . 2 3 . - 

280. The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  a d o p t  m a n a g e m e n t  p l ans  

for e a c h  r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( c )  as e n a c t e d  in 

sec. 1 of this Act by J uly 1, 1992, e x c e p t  that the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s  s h all adopt a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  for the m o s t  e x t e n s i v e l y  u s e d  

r i v e r s  by J u l y  1, 1989.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes e f fect i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS  01.- 

10.070(.c).
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\ P H IL  R . H O LD SW O RTH , P .E .
C o n s u l t i n g  E n g i n e e r  a  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l  

M i n i n g  —  G e o l o g y  —  L a n d s

P H O N E  9 0 7 - 5 8 6 - 1 3 8 3
3 2 6  F O U R T H  S T R E E T ,  N o .  1 0 0 9  
J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  9 9 8 0 1

A p r i l  21, 1986

Sen. A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  C h a i r  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V  (MS 3100)
J u n eau, A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r :
Re: C S H B  93 ( P i n ) a m

T h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  w i s h e s  to t e s t i f y  o n  this l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  
b e h a l f  of t h e  A l a s k a  M i n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  the C . O . A . L .  A s s o c i a­
tion, and t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l .  Y o u r  h e a r i n g  on 
th i s  b i l l  is s c h e d u l e d  f o r  F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  2 5 t h  at w h i c h  ti m e  I 
m u s t  b e  in A n c h o r a g e  f o r  the a n n u a l  b o a r d  m e e t i n g  of R D C  - 
h e n c e  t h i s  l e t t e r  for the r e c o r d .

A l l  t h r e e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  l o n g  f e l t  th a t  the e x i s t i n g  
s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  of the C o m m i s s i o n e r  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
in the a r e a  of l a n d  p l a n n i n g  - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  - 
is a l r e a d y  s u f f i c i e n t  to a c c o m p l i s h  the same g o a l s  e x p r e s s e d  
in H B  93. It's m u c h  e a s i e r  to a m e n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n s  s h o u l d  
c h a n g e d  c o n d i t i o n s  justify, t h a n  to a m e n d  an  i n f l e x i b l e  st a t u t e .  
If, h o w e v e r ,  the l e g i s l a t u r e  w i s h e s  to e n a c t  this b ill, ws 
w o u l d  s u g g e s t  the f o l l o w i n g  a m e n d m e n t  to s u b s e c t i o n  4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ( b )  
o n  p a g e  6 , l i n e s  19-24.

(b) T h a  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d  and w a t e r  d e s c r i b e d  in this 
s e c t i o n  are c l o s e d  to m i n e r a l  e n t r y  a n d  l e a s i n g  u n d e r  
AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 1 5 0  - 3 8 . 0 5 . 1 7 5  and 3 8 . 0 5 . 1 8 5  - 3 8 . 0 5 . 2 7 5  £  T H E  
S T A T E  O W N E D  L A N D  A N D  W A T E R  D E S C R I B E D  IN T H I S  S E C T I O N  IS 
C L O S E D j  , a n d  to l a n d  d i s p o s a l s  u n d e r  AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 0 3 5 ( b ) ,  
3 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 5  - 3 8 . 0 5 . 0 6 9 ,  A S  3 8 . 0 8  and A S  3 8 . 0 9  w i t h i n  one- 
h a l f  m i l e  u p l a n d  of the m e a n d e r  of the o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  
m a r k  of t h e  river.

E x p l a n a t i o n . 1. A S  3 8 . 0 5 . 1 5 0  - 3 8 . 0 5 . 1 7 5  h a s  to do w i t h  
" l e a s i n g  a c t "  m i n e r a l s  i n c l u d i n g  coal. T h e  coal p o t e n t i a l  in 
s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  r i v e r  v a l l e y s  Is s u b s t a n t i a l .  AS  3 8 . 0 5 . 1 8 5  - 
3 8 . 0 5 . 2 7 5  c o v e r s  " m i n i n g  r i g h t s "  for " l o c a t a b l e "  m i n e r a l s .
T h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  s e c t i o n s  AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 1 8 0  - 3 8 . 0 5 . 1 8 4  c o v e r  "oil 
and g a s "  which, b e c a u s e  of the f a v o r a b l e  p o t e n t i a l  for su c h
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S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i - 2 - A p r i l  21, 1986

d e p o s i t s  in t h e s e  areas, is n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  
o o t e n t i a l  l e a s i n g  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t .

2. D N R  has s a i d  that the d e s c r i p t i o n  of the u p l a n d s  w i t h i n  
t he r i v e r  c o r r i d o r s  b y  t o w n s h i p  and s e c t i o n  is the o n l y  a c c u r a t e  
m e a n s  of I d e n t i f y i n g  the b o u n d a r i e s  of t h o s e  c o r r i d o r s .  As a 
m a t t e r  of f a c t  most, if n o t  all, of the i d e n t i f i e d  s e c t i o n s  are 
n o t  a c t u a l l y  s u r v e y e d .  We f e e l  that the r e s t r i c t i o n s  a p p l i e d  
b o t h  to " m i n e r a l  e n t r y  a n d  leasi n g " ,  as w e l l  as the l a n d  d i s­
po s a l s  r e f e r r e d  to, c a n  b e s t  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  the u s e  of the 
h a l f - m i l e  d e s i g n a t i o n  on  e a c h  side of the r i v ers.

3. T h e  l a nds d e s c r i b e d  b y  t o w n s h i p  a n d  s e c t i o n  in S e c t i o n
4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 ,  in some cases, e x t e n d  m o r e  t h a n  two m i l e s  f r o m  the 
r i v e r  - t h u s  r e s t r i c t i n g  p o t e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  u n n e c e s s a r i l y .
T h e  h a l f - m i l e  zone s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  the n e c e s s a r y  p r o t e c t i o n  
an d  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i e d  o n  the ground.

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submitted,

P h i l  R. H o l d s w o r t h

cc: Curt McV e e ,  A M A
B o b  S t i les, C . O . A . L  Assoc. 
M i k e  A b b o t t ,  RDC



B r a d l e y  ^

A M E N D M E N T

O f f e r e d  in the S E N A T E

TO: C S H B  9 3 (Fin) a m

P a g e  6, l i n e  19, a f t e r  " s e c t i o n "  d e l e t e  " a r e "  a n d  i n s ert:

" w i t h i n  o n e - h a l f  m i l e  o f  a l a k e s h o r e  a n d  w i t h i n  o n e - h a l f  m i l e  u p l a n d  

of  the m e a n d e r  o f  the o r d i n a r y  h i g h - w a t e r  m a r k  o f  a r i v e r  is"

P a g e  6, l i n e  23, dele t e :



T h i s  c o u l d  be e a s i l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by s t r i k i n g  the p h r a s e  " w i t h i n  
o n e - h a l f  o i l s  u p l a n d  of the m e a n d e r  of the o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  
m a r k  of the r i v e r "  f r o m  p a g e  6, l i n e s  2 3 - 2 4 .

T h e  t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t  w e  B u g g e s t  is t h a t  on p a g e  3, ^
AS 4 1 . 2 3 . 2 1 0 ( d ) ,  the f i n a l  s e n t e n c e  be: " E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  in 
this s u b s e c t i o n ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  not r e s t r i c t  the u s e  of 
w e a p o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i r e a r m s ,  w i t h i n  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r . "  We 
s u p p o r t  the i n t e n t  of this s u b s e c t i o n ;  w e  just t h i n k  the l a s t
s e n t e n c e  is p o o r l y  d r a f t e d .  T h e  m a i n  b o d y  of the s u b s e c t i o n  d e a l s
w i t h  w e a p o n s ,  and not w i t h  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g  and t r a p p i n g .  T h e  
p u r p o s e s  of the bi l l  c l e a r l y  p r o t e c t  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g  and 
t r a p p i n g .  T h e  p r e s e n t  l a n g u a g e ,  " n o t  r e s t r i c t  the e x e r c i s e  of 
f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g ,  or t r a p p i n g " ,  is v a g u e  in t h a t  it l o a v e s  

u n a n s w e r e d  the q u e s t i o n  of w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  the " e x e r c i s e "  of 
t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  For e x a m p l e ,  d o e s  the " e x e r c i s e "  i n c l u d e  A T V  
u s e  in w e t l a n d s  w h e n  t h e r a  are t r a i l s  a r o u n d  a w e t l a n d ?  Or, d o e s  

" e x e r c i s e "  i n c l u d e  u n r e g u l a t e d  e x p a n s i o n  of g u i d e s .  T h i s  v a g u e  
l a n g u a g e  t h e r e f o r e  c r e a t e s  a t e n s i o n  w i t h  s e v e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  in 
the bil l ,  s u c h  as the a u t h o r i t y  in t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  to p r o t e c t  

h a b i t a t ,  m a n a g e  the l e v e l  a n d  i n t e n s i t y  and t y p e s  of r e c . reattonal 
u s e s ,  m a n a g e  and p r o v i d e  f o r  a c c e s s ,  and m a n a g e  c o m m e r c i a l  
a c t i v i t i e s .  I h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  this t e c h n i c a l  a m e n d m e n t  w i t h  R u p e  
A n d r e w s  of the N a t i o n a l  R i f l e  A s s o c i a t i o n  and the O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l ,  
and I u n d e r s t a n d  that he c o n c u r s .

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  J i m  H e m m i n g ,  
c h a i r  of o u r  L a n d s  C o m m i t t e e ,  at h i s  o f f i c e  ( D a m e s  & M o o r e  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e  E n g i n e e r s ) ,  5 6 2 - 3 3 6 6 ,  in A n c h o r a g e ,  or B u d  H o d s o n ,  c h a i r  
of o u r  F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  C o m m i t t e e ,  at the T i k c h i k  L o d g e  o f f i c e ,  
2 4 3 - 8 4 5 0 ,  in A n c h o r a g e ,  or you c a n  r e a c h  me t h r o u g h  M c k i e  C a m p b e l l  
of the C o m m i t t e e  s t a f f .

S i n c e r e l

J>6f fy  b a r k e r
■resident 

W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n of A l a s k a

cci R u s s  R e d i c k ,  A l a s k a  S p o r t f l s h i n g  A s s o c .
C h r i s  G o l l ,  A l a s k a  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S p o r t f l s h i n g  A s s o c .  
J i m  H e m m i n g
R u p e r t  A n d r e w s ,  N R A , O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  

S c o t t  H i g h l l m a n ,  A E L  
N e d  F a r q u a r ,  D N R  
R o l a n d  S h a n k s ,  A D F & G
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M A P  -1 3 716 Yo u ng  S t . ,
2 2  iQQC t A n c h o r a g e ,  A.K 9 9 5 0 8

Ma r c h  A, 1 9 8 6

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r r u i e w s k i :

T h e  l e a , i s l  t u r e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  c o n  i d e r i n g  s e v e r a l  b i l l s  t h a t  I  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  I  w a n t  
t o  u r g e  v o u  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m whe n  t h e y  come up  f o r  a  v o t e .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  b i l l s  w o u l d  
p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  A l a s k a ' s  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  p r o t e c t i n g  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  A l a s k a n s  c a n  e n j o y  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ;  t wo  o f  t h e  b i l l s  
w o u l d  p r o t e c t  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  r e d u c e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e c o l o g i c a l  d i s a s t e r s .

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  b i l l  ( 1 I . B . 1 8 6 )  w o u l d  e n s u r e  t h a t  P o t t e r ' s  
M a r s h  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p o o v i d e  u n d i s t u r b e d  c o a s t a l  h a b i t a t ,  w h e r e  A n c h o r a g e  f a m i l i e s  c a n  
o b s e r v e  w i l d l i f e  o n l y  a f e w  m i l e s  f r o m  d o w n t o w n .  T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  s u c h  p r o t ­
e c t e d  w i l d l i f e  o b s e r v  t i o n  a r e a s  s o  c l o s e  t o  A n c h o r a g e .  D r i v i n g  a l o n g  t h e  h i g h w a y ,
I  a l w a y s  s e e  ma n y  p e o p l e  s t o p p e d  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d ,  b i r d  w a t c h i n g .  We n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t  

a n d s  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  b o w l .  P l e a s e  v o t e  f o r  i t .

( !I .  D j i l ^ w o u l d  c r 3 a t a  a s y s t e m  o f  r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r s ,  s e t t i n g  t h e m a s i d e  f o r  f i s h  and  
w T T d T i f e ,  w a t e r  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  r e c r c  t i o r . n l  u s e .  Many A n c h o r a g e  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  
A l a s k a n s  u s e  t h e s e  r i v e r s  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  a nd  s u b s i s t e n  We n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t he m
f r o m  m i n i n g  and o t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  l a n d  d i s p o s a l ,  and  . / c h e r  i n c o m p a t i b l e  u s e s .  I f  
a c t i o n  i s  n o t  t a k e n  s o o n ,  we T i l l  e n c o u n t e r  m o r e  ,nd mo r e  K e n a i  R i v e r  s i t u a t i o n s .  T 
u r g e  y ou  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l ,  a n d  o p p o s e  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  a d d  a  s e c t i o n  o n  s t  t e  m i n i n g  
r i v e r s  t o  t h e  b i . l l - a  u s e  t h a t  i s  c l e a r l y  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r .
T h e s e  d i v e r s  s h o u l d  bo u n d e r  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  K R ' s  D i v .  o f  P a r k s  A R e c r e a t i o n .

As y o u  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a w a r e ,  t h e  OMR i s  d e v e l o p i n g  a p l a n  f o r  t h e  h a t c h e r  P a s s  a r e a .
I  u s e  t h i s  a r e a  f r e q u e n t l y ,  f o r  x - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g ,  b a c k p a c k i n g ,  a nd  c l i m b i n g .  H a t c h e r  
P a s s  h a s  ma ny  s c e n i c  and  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s .  Us e  o f  t h i s  a r e a  h a s  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d  
o v e r  t h e  n:st  f e w  y e a r s .  Th e  a r e a  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  i n  p u b l i c  o w n e r s h i p  f o r  a l l  A l a s k a n s  
a s  a w i l d l a n d .  I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  i t s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a  
i n t r o d u c e d  . , ' . 5 . 3 3 4 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e s e r v e  t h e  H a t c h e r  P a s s  a r e a  f o r  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l
u s e .  T h i s  b i l l  i s  a  g o o d  o n e ,  a n d  I  h o p e  you  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  i t .

I n  1 9 8 3 ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  t h e  M a r i n e  P a r k s  b i l l ,  w h i c h  d e s i g n a t e d  12  p a r k s
i n  S o u t h e a s t  Al  s k a  a nd  P r i n c e  Vii l  1 ig/ty S o u n d . Mor e  a r d a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  l e f t  o u t  o f
t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  b i l l .  H . 11.44 w o u l d  a d d  a d d i t i o n a l  p a r k s  t o  t h e  s y s t e m .  Mo r e  a nd  m o r e  
A l a s k a n s  a r e  k n y a k i h g ,  s a i l i n g ,  a n d  m o t o r  b o a t i n g  i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  w a t e r s .  S e t t i n g  
a s i d e  t h e s e  a r e a s  a s  p a r k s  w i l l  s e r v e  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  A l a s k a n s  a nd  v i s i t o r s  
who a r e  s e e k i n g  t o  e n j o y  A l a s k a ' s  m a r i n e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e s e  s i t e s  w e r e  a l l  o r i g i n a l l y  
s e l e c t e d  by  t h e  s t ’ t e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  n u r n o s e s  o r  w e r e  p r o p o s e d  b y  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  
o r  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s  f o r  m a r i n e  p a r k s  s t a t u s .  Tf  a c t i o n  i s  n o t  t a k e n  now'  t o  s e t  a s i d e  
t h e s e  k e y  a r e a s ,  t h e y  may b e  s e l e c t e d  f o r  s t a t e  l a n d  d i s o o s a l  o r  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  o t h e r  
p u r p o s e s .  P l e a s e  s u n p o r t  t h i s  b i l l .

S p i l l s  o f  o i l  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  h a v e  b e c o me  an i n c r e a s i n g  p r o b l e m  n a t i o n ­
w i d e .  A l a s k a  h a s  b e e n  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  a v o i d e d  m a j o r  p o l l u t i o n  p r o b l e m s  s o  f a r .
B u t  c a s e s  l i k e ,  t f i e  p o l l u t i o n  f r o m  t h e  o i l  t e r m i n a l  i n  V a l d e z ,  t h e  l e a k i n g  t a n k  c ca r  
on  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a ,  and t h e  b u r i a l  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  K e n a i  M o t i o n a l  
W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  we h a v e  h a v e  a p r o b l e m  h e r e  t o o .  ' e n e e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  
t a k e  p r o m p t  a c t i o n  t o  c o n t a i n  and  c l e a n  up  s p i l l s  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s .  An i n v e s t ­
i g a t i v e  r e p o r t  b y  T e t r a  T e c h  r e c e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  45 p o t e n t i a l  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  s i t e s  
i n  A l ' s k a ,  t h r e e  o f  w h i c h  r e  o f  h i g h  p r i o r i t y .  H . B .  4 7 0 / 8 . 3 . 3 7 5  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e  
s t a t e  w i t h  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t r o l  s p i l l s ,  by  c r e a t i n g  a " S u p e r f u n d . " A c t i o n  n e e d s  
t o  b e  t a k e n  now b e f o r e  a s p i l l s  o c c u r s  t b  t  we a l l  r e g r e t .  I  a l s o  u r g e  y ou  t o  s u p p o r t  
a c i t i z e n s '  s u i t  p r o v i s i o n ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  c i t i z e n s  t o  s u e  i n  t h e  s t ’ t e  c o u r t s  t o  
s t o p  h a z a r d o u s  r e l e a s e s  t h a t  e n d a n g e r  t h e i r  h e a l t h .

I ' m  s u r e  you a r e  a w a r e  t h a t  man}'  A l a s k a n s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  n u c l e a r  
w a r - t h e  u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c a t a s t r o p h e .  HJR 52 w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  a  " n u c l e a r  f r e e  
a r c t i c  and  s u b a r c t i c .  By e n c o u r a g i n g  t r e a t i e s  t o  e s e b l i s h  c. n u c l e a r - f r e e  z o n e ,  
b a n n i n g  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  and  d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m s ,  b a n n i n g  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  
a n d  n u c l e a r  w a s t e s ,  a n d  p r e v e n t i n g  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  i n  t h e  a r c t i c  a n d  s u b a r c t i c ,  we 
w i l l  t ak f eng  a  p o s i t i v e  s t e p  t o  r e d u c i i . ^  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  a n u c l e a r  d i s a s t e r .  T h i s

- o v e r  p l e a s e -



r e s o l u t i o n  w i l l  s e n d  a  c l e a r  m e s s a g e  t o  b o t h  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  Mos c o w,  i n d i c a t i n g  o u r  
c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  b o t h  A l a s k a  a nd  t h e  w o r l d .

F i n a l l y ,  I  u r g e  you  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  w i t h d r a w  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  S u s i t t i n  ham.  T h i s
p r o j e c t  i s  j u s t  t o o  e x p e n s i v e , bfc t h f r o m a n e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  a  f i n a n c i a l  v i e w p o i n t ,
f o r  u s  to c o n t i n u e  s u p p o r t i n g .  W i t h  t h e  p r i c e  o f  o i l  b e i n g  s o  l o w  ( a n d  w i t h  n o b o d y
r e a l l y  k n o w i n g  whe n  i t  w i l l  r a i s e  a g a i n  t o  i t s  p a s t  l e v e l s ) ,  S u s i t n n  j u s t  d o e s  n o t  
ma k e  a n y  s e n s e .  We n e e d  t o  h o l d  on  t o  o u r  o i l  d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e r e  a r e  
o t h e r  e n e r g y  r e s o u r c e s  o c a n  u s e .  I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  f u n d  t h i s  p o r k  
b a r r e l  p r o j e c t ,  we r i s k  n u t t i n g  o u r  s t a t e  a n d  i t s  c i t i z e n s  i n  d e b t  f o r  ma n y  y e a r s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e ,  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i .  I  h o p e  you  w i l l  c a r e f u l l y  c o n s i d e r  
t h e  a b o v e  b i l l s  . n d  t a k e  a c t i o n  t h a t  e n s u r e s  o u r  p r e c i o u s  e n v i r o n m e n t  c a n  bo  e n j o y e d  
b y  f u t u r e  A l a s k a n s .  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  f r o m y o u  o n  t h o s e  h i l l s .
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M E M O R A N D U M

T O : S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p

F R O M : M a r k  B o y e r

D A T E :

RE:

T h e  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  j u s t  r e p o r t e d  H B  93 f r o m  

c o m m i t t e e  v/ith g e n e r a l  s u p p o r t  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  a m e n d e d  t i t l e .  S e v e r a l  

m e m b e r s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  b r o a d e n e d  t i t l e  t h a t  t h e  S e n a t e  

m a y  o f f e r  a m e n d m e n t s  w h i c h  w o u l d  d e s t r o y  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  

G o v e r n o r ' s  b i l l .  I t h o u g h t  i t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  r e i t e r a t e  o u r  t h o u g h t s  

o n  t h e  b i l l  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a b r o a d e n e d  t i t l e .

O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  b i l l  s o u g h t  t o  e n a c t  v e r y  s p e c i a l  

l e g i s l a t i o n  d e s i g n e d  t o  r e c l a s s i f y  s o m e  o f  t h e  S t a t e ' s  r i v e r s  a n d  

c r e e k s  f r o m  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  m u l t i p l e  u s e  d e s i g n a t i o n  t o  t h a t  o f  

r e c r e a t i o n  r i v e r s  w i t h  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  

l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  u s e .  W h a t  w e  h a v e  s o u g h t  to d o  b y  b r o a d e n i n g  t h e  t i t l e  

is t o  e n a c t  g e n e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  v/ill a l l o w  f o r  s p e c i a l  

u s e s / d e s i g n a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  c o m m u n i t y  w a t e r  s u p p l y ,  

a q u a c u l t u r e ,  w i l d l i f e ,  c o m m u n i t y  r e c r e a t i o n ,  s p e c i f i e d  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  

s e a s o n a l  u s e s  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n d t  l i m i t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f i s h
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p r o c e s s i n g ,  m i n i n g  a n d  t i m b e r ;  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l .  E a c h  s p e c i a l  u s e  

c a t e g o r y  w o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s e p a r a t e l y  a n d  h a v e  i t s  o w n  m a n a g e m e n t  

s c h e m e .  T h i s  i s  n o t  u n l i k e  s t a t e  p a r k s  (AS 4 1 . 2 1 )  w h i c h  s e t s  u p  t h e  

b r o a d  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  h a s  s e p a r a t e  s t a t e  p a r k s ,  m a r i n e  p a r k s ,  e a g l e  

p r e s e r v e s ,  et c .  ... e a c h  w i t h  i t ' s  o w n  m a n a g e m e n t  s c h e m e .

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d e b a t e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  p l a c e r  m i r i n g  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  

i s s u e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  r e p e a t e d l y  t o l d  t h a t  it i s  n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  

" r e c l a s s i f y "  o u r  s t r e a m s  a n d  t h a t  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  is a t  b e s t  o n l y  a 

p a r t i a l  r e l i e f  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  m i n e r s  h a v e  i n  m e e t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  

f e d e r a l  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s .  H R  93, e f f e c t i v e l y  r e c l a s s i f i e s  

s e l e c t  r i v e r s  a n d  s t r e a m s  t o  a m o r e  r e s t r i c t i v e  u s e  a n d  w o u l d  m a n a g e  

t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  r i v e r s  f o r  m u l t i p l e  u s e  b u t  t h e  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  

a r e  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  

t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  s c e n i c  v a l u e s  a n d  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s .  T h e  b i l l  f u r t h e r  c l o s e s  t h e  r i v e r  c o r r i d o r  to 

f u t u r e  m i n e r a l  e n t r y  a n d  l a n d  d i s p o s a l s .

T h e  o v e r a l l  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  HB 93 a r e  l a u d a b l e  a n d  w o r t h y  

o f  s u p p o r t .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e s e  a r e  t w o  I n t e r i o r  r i v e r s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  

r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  d e s i g n a t i o n  as r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r s  i n  t h e  T a n a n a  R i v e r  

B a s i n  P l a n .  I t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e s e  

d e s i g n a t i o n s  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n  s t r e n g t h e n e d .  F o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  s h o u l d  t h e  C h a t a n i k a  R i v e r  b e  a d d e d  a s  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r ,  

a n y  m i n e r  c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  o n  t h e  r i v e r  o r  a  t r i b u t a r y  v/ould h a v e  

t o  m e e t  t h e  m o s t  s t r i n g e n t  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  o r  u l t i m a t e l y  b e  

c l o s e d  d o wn. W h e n  t h e  b i l l  c o m e s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  w e  c o u l d  a d d  t h e  

C h a t a n i k a  and Nenane. R i v e r s  as r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  p l a n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

S a l c h a .

Hov/ever, t h e  b i l l  a l s o  p r e s e n t s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 

m e c h a n i s m  f o r  d e s i g n a t i n g  s o m e  I n t e r i o r  s t r e a m s  a s  p l a c e r  m i n i n g



s t r e a m s  w h i c h  v/ould b e  m a n a g e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  p l a c e r  mini.ro p u r p o s e s .  

T h i s  c a n  o n l y  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  u n d e r  a b r o a d e r  m o r e  g e n e r a l  t i t l e .  

S u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h  c o u l d  c o m p l e m e n t  t h e  S t a t e ' s  o v e r a l l  a p p r o a c h  t o  

b a s i n - w i d e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  b e s t  m i n i n g  p r a c t i c e s  w h i l e  a l s o  p r o v i d i n g  a 

m e t h o d  f o r  r e l a x i n g  t h e  t u r b i d i t y  s t a n d a r d  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  p e r i o d  o f  

t i me. M y  i d e a  is t o  t a k e  f o u r  o r  f i v e  I n t e r i o r  m i n i n g  s t r e a m s  w h i c h  

h a v e  n o  d o w n s t r e a m  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  v i l l a g e  o r  m u n i c i p a l  w a t e r  s u p p l i e s ,  

l i t t l e  o r  n o  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e  a n d  n o  a n a d r o m o u s  f i s h  s p e c i e s ;  r i v e r s  

w i t h  n o  c o n f l i c t s .  W e  w o u l d  d e s i g n a t e  t h e s e  r i v e r s  f o r  p l a c e r  m i n i n g  

a n d  m a n a g e  t h e m  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  s e p a r a t e  f o r m  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r s .

T o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  S t a t e ' s  c u r r e n t  e n f o r c e m e n t  p o l i c y ,  w e  w i l l ,  as 

p a r t  o f  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n ,  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a l l  m i n e r s  o p e r a t i n g  o n  

t h e s e  p l a c e r  m i n i n g  s t r e a m s  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  s e t t l e a b l e  s o l i d s  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n .  

H o w e v e r ,  a s  w i l l  b e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  t h i s  s e a s o n  o n  p r i o r i t y  s t r e a m s ,  v/e 

w i l l  s u s p e n d  t h e  t u r b i d i t y  r e q u i r e m e n t .  T h i s  w i l l  n o t  b e  o p e n  e n d e d .  

On- t h e s e  s t r e a m s  a n d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a n ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  v/ill d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

l i f e  o f  m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  o n  t h e  s t r e a m s  g i v e n  r e l a t i v e  p r i c e s  o f  g o l d .  

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  l e t s  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s i x  m i n e r s  o p e r a t i n g  o n  a  s t r e a m  

a n d  t h e y  e x p e c t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  e c o n o m i c a l l y  e x t r a c t  a l l  o f  t h e  g o l d  

v/ithin 10 y e a r s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  w o u l d  e n t e r  i n t o  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  

e a c h  m i n e r  t o  d e v e l o p  p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  t h e m  t o  m e e t  t h e  

s e t t l e a b l e  s o l i d s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  a l s o  r e c l a i m  t h e  l a n d s  a f t e r  

m i n i n g .  T h e r  ■; c u r r e n t l y  is n o  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  r e c l a m a t i o n  o n  m i n i n g  

c l a i m s .  T h e  g o a l  is p r o g r e s s i v e  as is t h e  C l e a n  P7ater A c t .  W e  w a n t  

t o  g e t  t h e  g o l d  o u t  w h i l e  k e e p i n g  m i n e r s  l e g a l  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  c l e a n  u p  

t h e  s t r e a m s .  T h e  l a w  p r o v i d e s  f o r  c o m p l i a n c e  o r d e r s  f o r  m i n e r s  t o  

m e e t  t h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s .  T i m e  is r e l a t i v e  a n d  w h e r e  t h e r e



a r e  n o  c o n f l i c t s  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  a c t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  

t o  t h e  t u r b i d i t y  p r o b l e m ,  w e  s h o u l d  u s e  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  m e c h a n i s m  

a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  c o m p l i a n c e  o r d e r .

D u r i n g  t h e  t e n  y e a r  u s e f u l  m i n i n g  l i f e  o f  t h e  s t r e a m  w e  w o u l d  

b u i l d  in o r  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a u s e - a t t a i n a b i l i t y  a n a l y s i s  b e  p e r f o r m e d  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  s t r e a m ,  a b s e n t  m i n i n q  a c t i v i t y ,  c o u l d
'4

e v e r  s u s t a i n  f i s h  o r  b e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  c o n t a c t  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  d r i n k i n g  

w a t e r .  I f  t h e  a n s w e r  is y e s ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  w i l l  w o r k  v/ith m i n e r s  t o  

p r o v i d e  f o r  t h i s .  T h i n g s  l i k e  p r o p e r  p l a c e m e n t  o f  t a i l i n g s  f o r  u s e  in 

s i l t  f i l t r a t i o n  a n d  l a t e r  r e v e g e t a t i o n  a r e  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  k i n d s  o f  

t h i n g s  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  in t h e  p l a n s .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  t i m e ,  

t h e  r i v e r  o r  s t r e a m  w i l l  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  r e v i e w e d  a n d  e i t h e r  t h e  

d e s i g n a t i o n  w i l l  b e  e x t e n d e d  o r  t h e  w a t e r  b o d y  w i l l  b e  r e d e s i g n a t e d  

f o r  m u l t i p l e  u s e  m a n a g e m e n t .

S o  w h e r e  i s  t h e  r e a l  r e l i e f  t o  t h e  m i n e r s ?  T h e  r e l i e f  i s  in t h e  

f o r m  o f  a n  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  t u r b i d i t y  s t a n d a r d  w i l l  n o t  b e  e n f o r c e d .  

I-liners w i l l  b e  l e g a l  a n d  w i l l  k n o w  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  w h a t  is e x p e c t e d  o f  

t h e m  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e i r  m i n i n g  p e r i o d .  T h i s  c e r t a i n t y  is b a n k a b l e .

T h e  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  t h a t  w e  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  r e i n f o r c e  

D E C ' s  e n f o r c e m e n t  p o l i c y ,  w e  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  r e c l a m a t i o n  

a n d  w e  c l e a n  u p  t h e  s t r e a m s  i n  a t i m e  c e r t a i n .

T h i s  a p p r o a c h  v/ill o n l y  w o r k  on t h o s e  s t r e a m s  v/ith m i n i m a l  o r  n o  

c o n f l i c t s .  I t  i s  o n l y  o n e  p a r t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  s o l u t i o n .  T h e  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  w o r k  

w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  in t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  W e  c a n n o t  g e t  a w a y  w i t h  w h o l e s a l e  

s t r e a m  d e g r a d a t i o n .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  o n l y  s e e k s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  s o m e  

s t r e a m s  s h o u l d  b e  m a n a g e d  f o r  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  b u t  n o t  w i t h o u t  

s o m e  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  o v e r  t h e  l o n g  r u n  t h e  s t r e a m ' s  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  w o u l d  

n o t  b e  i m p r o v e d .
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L i t t l e T o t a l  a c r e s B o r o P r i v a t e M e n t a l  H e a l t h

S u 1 6 , 0 0 0 4 0 0 2 5 0 2 1 6 0

T a l 5 0 , 8 4 0 1 , 2 8 0 3 0 0 ----

A l e x . 2 2 , 6 0 0 2 , 5 6 0 ---- ----

K r o t o /
M o o s e 7 5 , 0 0 0 1 2 , 0 0 0 7 5 0 ----

L a k e
C r e e k 6 4 , 1 6 0 1 6 0 2 0 0 ----

T a l k . 2 7 , 4 4 0 ---- 1, 0 0 0 2 , 0 0 0
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A p r i l  1 2 ,  1 9 8 6

R e :  !IB 93  ( F I N A N C E )  ,
R e c r e a t i o n a l  R i v e r s

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e :

T h e  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  i s  t h e  A l a s k a  
a f f i l i a t e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  
a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  s p o r t  a n d  w i l d l i f e - o r i e n t e d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  g r o u p s  i n  
t h e  c o u n t r y .

T h e  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  o f  
HB 93  ( F I N A N C E ) ,  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r s  b i l l ,  w h i c h  d e s i g n a t e s  
s i x  " r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r "  c o r r i d o r s  i n  t h e  l o w e r  S u s i t n a  d r a i n a g e .  
U n d e r  a  m u l t i p l e  u s e  f r a m e w o r k ,  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  b i l l  g i v e s  
s t r o n g  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  r i v e r s ,  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  
f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g  a n d  o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s .  T h e s e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  
w e r e  r e c o m m e n d e d  by  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n ,  w h i c h  w a s  a d o p t e d  a f t e r  
a l e n g t h y  p u b l i c  p l a n n i n g  a n d  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s .  D e s i g n a t i o n  
o f  t h e s e  r i v e r s  w a s  w i d e l y  s u p p o r t e d  by  t h e  s p o r t  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
c o m m u n i t y  i n  s o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a .

We w a n t  t o  c o m p l i m e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  C o t t o n ,  P o u r c h o t ,  
L a r s o n ,  R i e g e r ,  F r a n k ,  . U e h l i n g  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  who  w o r k e d  h a r d  on  t h i s  b i l l .  T h e y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  A l a s k a  S p o r t f l s h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  h a v e  d o n e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  i n  
f u r t h e r i n g  t h i s  b i l l .

O u r  m a i n  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  we s u p p o r t  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l  a s  
i t  s t a n d s  a n d  s u g g e s t  o n e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  a m e n d m e n t ,  i f  t h a t  
a m e n d m e n t  c a n  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  j e o p a r d i z i n g  p a s s a g e ,  
o p e n i n g  t h e  d o o r  t o  w e a k e n i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  o r  o f f e n d i n g  t h e  m e m b e r s  
w h o  h a v e  w o r k e d  s o  h a r d  on  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  UB 93  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  
a l e n g t h y  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  a n d  we d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  r i s k  
p a s s a g e  o f  o r  w e a k e n i n g  t h e  b i l l .

T h e  a m e n d m e n t  we s u g g e s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  f u l l  d e s i g n a t e d
—  c o r r i d o r s  b e  c l o s e d  t o  l a n d  d i s p o s a l .  T h e  i s s u e  i s  t e c h n i c a l ,  s o

I ' l l  t r y  t o  d e s c r i b e  i t .

T h e  d e s i g n a t e d  c o r r i d o r s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  a h a l f  m i l e  o n
e a c l i  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r s .  T h e y  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  by  s e c t i o n a l  a n d
s u b s e c t i o n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  a t  p a g e s  6 - 2 7  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  u n d e r  AS 
4 1 . 2 3 . 2 8 0 .  T h e r e  a r e  s o me  p l a c e s  w h e r e  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  l a n d s  a r e  
a c t u a l l y  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  t h a n  a h a l f  m i l e  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  a n d  t h e r e  
a r e  s o m e  p l a c e s  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  l e s s .  As  p a r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  
p l a n n i n g  a n d  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  S u s i t n a  A r e a  P l a n  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  
l a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  i n  t h e  b i l l .  T h e y  i n c l u d e d  a v e r y  s l i g h t l y



w i d e r  b o u n d a r y  w h e r e  w e t l a n d s ,  m o o s e  h a b i t a t s ,  w a t e r f o w l  h a b i t a t s ,  
s m a l l  l a k e s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  a i r c r a f t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r i v e r s ,  a n d  h i g h  
s c e n i c  v a l u e s  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e y  a r e  l e s s  t h a n  a  h a l f  
m i l e  w h e r e  t h e s e  v a l u e s  w e r e  n o t  i n v o l v e d ,  s u c h  a s  a l o n g  h i g h  
b a n k s  o r  l a n d s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r  r e m o t e  c a b i n  d i s p o s a l .

H B  9 3  ( F I N A N C E )  c l o s e s  t h e  c o r r i d o r s  t o  l a n d  d i s p o s a l  

w i t h i n  o n e  h a l f  m i l e  o f  t h e  h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k  o f  e a c h  r i v e r .  T h a t  

m a r k  i s  l a r g e l y  u n d e t e r m i n e d  a n d  i t  m a y  s h i f t  o v e r  t i m e .  P h r a s i n g  

t h e  c l o s u r e  i n  t e r m s  o f  a h a l f  m i l e  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  m a y  a l s o  m e a n  

t h a t  s o m e  w e t l a n d s ,  v a l u a b l e  f o r  c o h o  s a l m o n  r e a r i n g ,  w a t e r f o w l  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  m o o s e  f o d d e r ,  a i r  a c c e s s  a n d  h u n t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  

c o r r i d o r s  c o u l d  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  p u b l i c  o w n e r s h i p ,  a c c e s s ,  a n d  

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o m m o n  p r o p e r t y  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  

a n d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e m ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s c e n i c  v a l u e s  a n d  q u a l i t y  f i s h i n g  

a n d  h u n t i n g ,  a r e  w h a t  m a k e  t h e s e  r i v e r s  v a l u a b l e  i n  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  

a n d  e c o n o m i c  s e n s e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r ,  t h e s e  r i v e r s  

s u p p o r t  a m u l t i - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  s p o r t  f i s h i n g  a n d  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  

t h a t  h e l p s  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  t h e  M a t - S u  B o r o u g h  e c o n o m i e s .

W e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  

c o r r i d o r s  a n d  t h e  c l o s u r e  t o  l a n d  d i s p o s a l s  b e  r e s o l v e d  b y  c l o s i n g  

t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  c o r r i d o r s  t o  l a n d  d i s p o s a l ,  s i n c e  t h a t  w o u l d  m o r e  

a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t  t h e  w i l d l i f e  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v a l u e s .  T h i s  

c o u l d  b e  e a s i l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  s t r i k i n g  t h e  p h r a s e  " w i t h i n  o n e -  

h a l f  m i l e  u p l a n d  o f  t h e  m e a n d e r  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k  o f  

t h e  r i v e r "  f r o m  p a g e  6 ,  l i n e s  2 3 - 2 4 .

A g a i n ,  w e  s u g g e s t  t h i s  o n l y  i f  i t  c a n  b e  d o n e  w i t h o u t  

j e o p a r d i z i n g  p a s s a g e  o f  w h a t  i s  a l r e a d y  a g o o d  b i l l .  A n d  a g a i n ,  

w e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  J i m  H e m m i n g ,  

c h a i r  o f  o u r  L a n d s  C o m m i t t e e ,  a t  h i s  o f f i c e  ( D a m e s  & M o o r e  N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e  E n g i n e e r s ) ,  5 6 2 - 3 3 6 6 ,  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  o r  B u d  H o d s o n ,  c h a i r  

o f  o u r  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  C o m m i t t e e ,  a t  t h e  T i k c h i k  L o d g e  o f f i c e ,  

2 4 3 - 8 4 5 0 ,  i n  A n c h o r a g e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J / e f f r ^ P a r k e r  
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t
W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a

c c :  R u s s  R e d i c k ,  A l a s k a  S p o r t f l s h i n g  A s s o c .
Bud  H o d s o n ,  A l a s k a  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S p o r t f i s h i n g  A s s o c .  
J i m  H e m m i n g
R u p e r t  A n d r e w s ,  NRA,  O u t d o o r  C o u n c i l  
S c o t t  H i g h l i m a n ,  AEL 
Ne d  F a r q u a r ,  DNR 
R o l a n d  S h a n k s ,  ADF&G
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A p r i l  1 2 ,  1 9 8 6

R e :  HB 93  ( F i n a n c e ) ,
R e c r e a t i o n a l  R i v e r s  b i l l

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e :

T h e  A l a s k a  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S p o r t f l s h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  t h e  
l a r g e s t  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s p o r t f l s h i n g  g u i d e s ,  l o d g e s  
a n d  o u t f i t t e r s  i n  A l a s k a .  I t  i s  a s t a t e w i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
i n t e r e s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  o u r  i n d u s t r y  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  
t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  s p o r t f l s h i n g  u p o n  w h i c h  we d e p e n d .

I n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I  u r g e  p a s s a g e  o f  HB 93 
( F i n a n c e ) .  I t  e s t a b l i s h e s  s i x  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r i v e r s  i n  s o u t h c e n t r a l  
A l a s k a .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  r i v e r s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  g u i d e ,  a i r -  
t a x i ,  a n d  s p o r t f l s h i n g  i n d u s t r i e s .  L a k e  C r e e k ,  T a l a c h u l i t n a  
R i v e r ,  D e s h k a  R i v e r ,  t h e  T a l k e e t n a  R i v e r  a n d  A l e x a n d e r  C r e e k  o f f e r  
h i g h  q u a l i t y  s a l m o n  a n d  t r o u t  f i s h e r i e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  a i r - t a x i  
s e r v i c e s ,  r i v e r b o a t  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  
T a l a l c h u l i t n a , s e v e r a l  l o d g e s .

HB 9 3  ( F i n a n c e )  h e l p s  a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  
s p o r t f l s h i n g ,  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  a n d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  w i l l  be  
m a i n t a i n e d .  I  am p l e a s e d  t h a t  HB 93  p r o t e c t s  e x i s t i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s i x  r i v e r  c o r r i d o r s ,  a n d  I  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  a l l o w i n g  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
g u i d i n g .  My h o p e  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  w i l l  p r o t e c t  e x i s t i n g  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  a l l o w  f o r  e x p a n s i o n  t h a t  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  q u a l i t y  
g u i d i n g  a n d  q u a l i t y  s p o r t f l s h i n g ,  a n d  w i l l  p r e v e n t  t h e s e  r i v e r s  
f r o m  d e v e l o p i n g  p r o b l e m s  s o  a p p a r a n t  on  t h e  K e n a i .  I  u s e d  t o
g u i d e  o n  t h e  K e n a i  a n d  n o  l o n g e r  d o  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  I  c o u l d  o f f e r  my c l i e n t s .

IIB 93  ( F i n a n c e )  s t r i k e s  a g o o d  b a l a n c e .  I s u p p o r t  t h e  
b i l l  a s  i t  s t a n d s  a n d  u r g e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  o n e  a m e n d m e n t  i f  i t  
w o u l d  n o t  j e o p a r d i z e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l .

T h a t  a m e n d m e n t  c o n c e r n s  l a n d  d i s p o s a l .  I  a p p r e c i a t e  
t h a t  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  c l o s e  t o  l a n d  d i s p o s a l  t h o s e  l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  
c o r r i d o r s  t h a t  a r e  w i t h i n  a h a l f  m i l e  o f  t h e  r i v e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  I  
a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a  t h a t  
t h e  f u l l  d e s i g n a t e d  r i v e r  c o r r i d o r s ,  w h i c h  a v e r a g e  a b o u t  a  h a l f
m i l e  o n  e a c h  s i d e ,  s h o u l d  b e  c l o s e d  t o  l a n d  d i s p o s a l .  T h e  p r e s e n t
l a n g u a g e ,  " w i t h i n  o n e - h a l f  m i l e  u p l a n d  o f  t h e  m e a n d e r  o f  t h e

" T h e  K e e p e r s  o f  t h e  S t r e a m s "



o r  d L ti a r  y h i g h  w a t e r  m a r k  o f  t h e  r i v e r "  a t  p a g e  6 ,  l i n e s  2 3 - 2 4 ,  
i n v i t e s  d i s p o s a l s  i n  s m a l l  p o c k e t s  o f  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  c o r r i d o r s .  I  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h a t  p h r a s e  b e  d e l e t e d  i f  d o i n g  s o  w o n ' t  j e o p a r d i z e  
p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l .

L a n d  d i s p o s a l s  t o o  c l o s e  t o  h i g h l y  p o p u l a r  r i v e r s  s u c h  
a s  t h e s e  i n v i t e  t h e  p r e s s u r e  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  
i n d u s t r i e s  s u c h  a s  o u r s .  N a t u r a l l y ,  I  h o p e  t h a t  o u r  i n d u s t r y  
n e v e r  h a s  t o  b e  r e g u l a t e d  o n  t h e s e  r i v e r s .  An a m e n d m e n t  t o  s t r i k e  
t h e  a b o v e  l a n g u a g e  w o u l d  h e l p  f u r t h e r  t h a t  p r o s p e c t .

A g a i n ,  HB 39 i s  a f i n e  p i e c e  o f  w o r k ,  a n d  my 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  g o e s  t o  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .

P r e s i d e n t ,  A l a s k a  P r o f e s s i o n a l  
S p o r t f l s h i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n
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T ransportation: Boat; scheduled o r charter air 
service from Kodiak. Population: 107.

Visitor Facilities: Arrangements may be made 
to stay in private homes. Limited groceries may 
be purchased at Ayakulik Inc. General Store in 
town or during the May-Septcmber fishing season 
at the Columbia-Wards Fisheries Lazy Bay cannery 
store five miles south of the village. Marine gas, 
diesel, regular gasoline available.

The community originally was a s' "n r 
hunting settlement. Today, commercie as;.: ig 
forms the basis of its economy. Many of the 
residents are commercial fishermen. Other 
employers include the cannery, school, health 
services, the city and occasional construction jobs. 
Almost all o f Akhiok’s residents depend on 
subsistence fishing and hunting for various food 
sources. Species harvested include salmon, crab, 
shrimp, scallop, clam, duck, seal, deer, rabbit and 
bear.

Akhick is located adjacent to the Kodiak 
National Wildlife Refuge. The community's Russian 
Orthodox church, Protection of the Theotokos 
Chapel, which was built around 1900 on the site 
of an earlier structure, is on the National Register 
of Historic Places.

A LEXANDER CREEK , near the mouth of 
Alexander Creek in the Susitna River delta, is 27 
miles northwest of Anchorage. Transportation: 
Boats; charter floatplane service from Anchorage. 
Population: 17.

Visitor Facilities: Food and lodging at Gabbert's 
Fish Camp. Marine er jine and boat repair, hunting 
and fishing licenses, gas, moorage, guide service 
and rental boats and motors available from 
Gabbert's, which also operates a river taxi service.

Alexander Creek is an urn: corpora'.ed commu­
nity located near the former site of a small Indian 
village reported by U.S. Geological Survey geologist 
George Eldridge in 1898.

■■■‘• S V v ;
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Akhiok on Alitak Bay, Kodiak Island. (Chlaus L o lsch t, reprinted from  ALASKA GEOGRAPHIC®;

Some area residents are comrnerciul fishermen; 
others are retired. The Gahbert famiiy runs the 
sporlfishing lodge. Fishing is excellent lur king 
salmon from May 20 to July 6; silver, pink, red 
and chum salmon from July 16 to September; 
rainbow trout in May and September; and grayling 
from July to September. Hunting in the area is for 
moose, black bear and ducks.

Cape House Lodge at Cape Yakalaga. 
(Patti Gilbert, reprinted from  
ALASKA GEOGRAPHIC®;

CAPE  YAKATAGA  is located on the Gulf of 
Alaska, 35 miles west of Icy Bay, 140 rniles 
southeast of Cordova and 265 miles southeast of 
Anchorage. Elevation: 12 feet. Transportation: 
Scheduled or charier air service from Cordova. 
Population: 4 to 8.

Visitor Facilities: Food and lodging at Cape 
House Lodge by advance reservation.

Yakataga is said to mean "canoe road" because 
of two reefs forming a canoe passage to the village. 
The settlement was started about the turn of the 
century by placer miners. Besides the Cape I louse 
Lodge operation, residents today mine and trap for 
a living. Activities in the area include beach­
combing and hunting for moose, mountain goat, 
black bear and brown bear, according to Patti 
Gilbert, manager of the lodge.

CHENEGA BA Y  is located at Crab Bay on
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vessels use the harbor each year, delivering 
salmon, shrimp, herring, halibut and whitefish, 
plus king, tanner and Dungeness crab to the 15 
seafood processing companies in Kodiak. These 
canneries are small, functional processing plants; 
no tours are available during operation.

Kodiak also is an important cargo port and 
transshipment center. Container ships stop here 
to transfer goods to smaller vessels bound for the 
Aleutians, the Alaska Peninsula and other 
destinations.

Attractions in Kodiak include Alaska's only 
outdoor theater production, Cry o f  the Wi'dRam, 
the story of the first Russian-American colony in 
Alaska. The play is presented each August in the 
Frank Brink Amphitheater on Monashka Bay. Fort 
Abercrombie, one of the first secret radar installa­
tions in Alaska, is now a stale park and a national 
historic landmark.

Special events include the Kodiak Crab Festival, 
a week-long celebration in May; the state fair and 
rodeo held in August; and St. Herman's Day 
August 9, honoring Father Herman, the first saint 
of the Russian Orthodox Church in North America, 
who was canonized in Kodiak in 1970.

One ol the original clerics who established the 
oldest parish in Alaska, Father Herman’s church 
is on the National Register of Historic Places and 
is open afternoons in summer. Also open to the 
public is the St. Innocent Veniaminov Research 
Institute Museum.
LAKE CREEK, on the Yentna River, is 70 miles 

northwest of Anchorage. Transportation : Boat; 
charter floatplane service. Population: 20 year- 
round.

Visitor Facilities: Food and lodging by advance 
reservation at R,versong Lodge, Lake Creek Lodge, 
McDougal! Lodge and Wilderness Place Lodge. A 
few grocery items, camera film and sporting goods 
may be purchased at the lodges. Raw furs may be 
purchased from local trappers. Fishing and hunting 
licenses available at lodges. Boats may be rented. 
Guide services, marine engine repair services, fuel 
(marine gas, diesel, regular) and moorage available.

At the turn of the century, a trading post was 
established across the Yentna River from Lake

Kodiak is a  m a jo r community. (Jon Nickles, reprinted from  ALASKA GEOGRAPHIC®^

Creek to serve the trappers and gold miners in the 
area. Ruined cabins remain, as does the hulk of 
a paddle-wheeled steamboat once used for 
transportation.

Today, five families live year-round in the area 
Residents guide fishermen and hunters and 
provide lodging for rccreationists.

In summer there is excellent fishing for five 
species of salmon, some up to 65 pounds, as well 
as for trout and grayling. The hunting season is 
in September for moose, bear and ducks. Lake 
Creek, a clear stream that Hows about 50 miles 
south from near Mount McKinley through scenic

countryside, provides while-water excitement for 
river floaters, as well as good fishing.

Carl Dixon of Riversong I/idge writes: "In winter 
things quiet down some. It provides us with close 
times with the family and neighbors for reading, 
visiting, skiing, snow machining. We travel to 
Skwentna 15 miles for mail and some children 
attend school there via snow machine. In winter, 
the moose cotne right in the yard. We must protect 
our plum trees! In February, we act as a check­
point for the Idilaski Cross Country race for skiers. 
It is the longest cross-country race in the world at 
335 kilometers."
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S o u t h c e n t r a l  R i v e r s

The Southcentral/Gulf Coast region has many 
rivers that olfer a wide variety of wilderness and 
boating experiences. Some of the more popular 
rivers are:

Chitina River — A silty glacial river located in 
the Chugach Mountains in Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park and Preserve. This river heads at 
Chitina Glacier and flows west-northwest 112 miles 
to the Copper River, 1.2 miles east of Chitina, 66 
miles northeast of Valdez.

Chulilna and Tokositna rivers — The Chulitna,

located along the George Parks Highway north pf 
Talkeetna, is described as "a glacier river of 
consequence." It runs partially through Denali 
State Park. The Middle Fork is clear water, gener­
a lly shallow and rocky. The East Fork is clear, too. 
but fast (four to five miles per hour). Below the 
West Fork confluence, the Chulitna is even faster. 
The Tokositna River is described as one of the most 
scenic, yet easy to run rivers in the area. It has 
glaciers along its course and Mount McKinley 
towers above It. The Tokositna can be reached in 
a few minutes by air charter from Talkeetna to 
Home Lake. Its flow is moderately swift, but it

presents no special obstacles down to its 
confluence with the Chulitna River.

Copper River — This major glacial river heads 
on the north side of the Wrangell Mountains and 
flows south 250 miles through a gap in the 
Chugach Mountains to the Gulf of Alaska, just east 
of Cordova. Although the Richardson and Glenn 
highways parallel the river, they are rarely within 
sight o r sound. This braided river passes through

B road and  braided Susitna River. (Sepp Weber, 
reprinted from  ALASKA® magazine)
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true wilderness country and features silty, but 
always swift water.

C ' a River — A river trip of nearly 300 miles 
is pi -■ by using this wild and scenic river.
3 o j i i  y  paddle and portage through the
Tan* : -s Canoe Trail, then float the Middle 
Fork Gu r.ma to the Gulkana River, which joins 
the Copper River for the final leg to the Gulf of 
Alaska.

Kahiltna River — This river heads at Kahiltna 
Glacier, 35 miles northeast of Talkeetna between 
Mount Foraker and Mount Hunter in the Alaska 
Range, and flows southeast to the Yentna River, 
53 miles northwest of Anchorage.

Karluk River — This river heads in Karluk Lake 
on the west coast of Kodiak Island and flows north 
and west 24 rriles through Karluk Lagoon to 
Shelikof Strait at the village of Karluk.

Kenai River — This river heads at Kenai Lake 
on the Kenai Peninsula and Hows west 75 miles 
to Cook Inlet at Kenai. Much of this river is located 
on the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. It features 
an exciting while-waler canyon for the experienced 
paddler.

Klutina River — This river heads at Klutina 
Glacier in the Chugach Mountains and flows 63 
miles northeast to the Copper River at Copper 
Center on the Richardson Highway, 66 miles 
northeast of Valdez.

Lake Creek — This clear-water stream heads in 
Chelatna Lake and flows southeast 56 river miles 
to the Yentna River. This river offers spectacular 
views of the Alaska Range and Mount McKinley 
to the northeast, and excellent fishing for Dolly 
Varden, grayling and rainbow (rout.

Little Susitna River — The “ Little Su" heads at 
Mint Glacier in the Talkeetna Mountains and flows 
southwest 110 miles to Cook Inlet, 13 miles west 
o l Anchorage.

Maclarcn River — This river heads at Maclaren 
Glacier in the Clearwater Mountains and flows 
southwest 55 miles to the Susitna River.

Nabesna River — This river heads at Nabesna 
Glacier and flows northeast to join with the Chisana 
River to form the Tanana River near Northway 
Junction on the Alaska Highway. The river begins

in Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve 
and flows through Tetlin National Wildlife Refuge.

Skwentna River — This river heads at South 
Twin Glacier below Mount Spurr and flows north 
and east 100 miles to the Yentna River near the 
settlement of Skwentna, 70 miles norlhwes. of 
Anchorage. The Skwentna is considered one of the 
most difficult and remote, but spectacular 
wilderness rivers in Alaska, recommended only 
for expert paddlers who are experienced in 
wilderness travel. It has many diffictdl rapids and 
stecp-wnllcd canyons.

Susitna River — This large river heads at Susitna 
Glacier in the Alaska Range and flows southwest 
260 miles to Cook Inlet, 24 miles west of 
Anchorage. This river's Tanaina Indian name, said 
to mean "sandy river," first appeared in 1847 on 
a Russian chart.

/  Talachulitna River — This river heads on Beluga 
Mountain and flows south and northwest to the 
Skwentna River, 14 miles uprivet from the settle­
ment of Skwentna, which is 70 miles northwest 
of Anchorage. The upper reaches of Talachulitna 

\ Creek, which drains Judd Lake, may be shallow 
\and  have logjams.

Tazlina, Nelchina and Little Nelchina rivers — 
These rivers offer a variety of water conditions and 
trip alternatives. The Tazlina River drains Tazlina 
Lake and flows east 30 miles to the Copper River, 
seven miles southeast of Glennallen and about 140 
miles east of Anchorage. The Nelchina River heads 
at Nelchina Glacier and flows north and southeast 
28 miles into Tazlina Like. The Little Nelchina is 
a 48-mile-long tributary to the Nelchina.

Tyone River — This river heads at Tyor.c *-ake 
and flows northwest 30 miles to the Susitna River, 
68 miles northwest of Gulkana. This trip combines 
lake paddling with an easy river journey. About 
half the distance is across three adjoining lakes: 
Louise, Susitna and Tyone.

Yentna River — This river is formed by its East 
and West forks and flows southeast 75 miles to the 
Susitna River, 30 miles northwest of Anchorage. 
This flat-water glacial river winds in graceful 
sweeps through the basin south of Mount 
McKinley.
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S o u t h c e n t r a l  

S p o r t f i s h i n g

Southcentral and the Gulf Coast offer a wide 
range of fishing experience-, from lakes and 
streams to ocean trolling. A variety of species are 
available, depending on where the angler drops 
a line.

King salmon, (he most prized species in Alaska, 
are found throughout tfiis region. These fish often 
reach 30 pounds and more and can attain 90 to 
100 pounds. The best catches of kings in Prince 
William Sound are made near Valdez and Cordova

Charter-boat fishermen out o f Homer go after 
pink salmon. (© Ch laus Lotscher)



in lale winter and early spring and near Whittier 
in early summer. Saltwater fishing for kings is 
available in lower Cook Inlet from mid-May 
through late July. On Kodiak Island, kings start 
arriving in the Karluk River in early June.

Silver salmon arrive in Prince William Sound 
in late July and remain through mid-September; 
they also occur in rivers in the Cordova area in 
the fall. These flashy fighters can be found in 
waters off (he lower Kenai Peninsula in July and 
August; and in rivers draining into upper Cook 
Inlet from mid-July to September. Silvers can be 
taken from Kodiak Island waters in late August and 
early September. Silver salmon range from eight 
to 20 pounds, and can attain 25 pounds.

Fishing for pink salmon is excellent in Prince 
William Sound from mid-June through mid- 
August. In the Cook Inlet area, fishing for pinks

ranges from poor to fair from mid-July through 
mid-August. In waters of the Kenai Peninsula, 
fishing for pinks is best from mid-July to mid- 
August. These small salmon, which average three 
or four pounds, but occasionally attain 10 pounds, 
start arriving in Kodiak waters in late June.

Chum salmon, which commonly weigh about 
10 pounds, but occasionally reach 30 pounds, are 
available in Prince William Sound during July and 
August and often are caught while fishing for 
silvers o r pinks. These fish are scattered sparingly 
throughout Cook inlet streams from mid-July 
through mid-August and they usually arrive in 
Kodiak waters in late July and early August.

Ruby-fleshed red salmon are much prized for 
food; they commonly weigh six to 10 pounds, 
although they occasionally weigh up to 15 pounds 
In some rivers they apparently will not hit a lure, 
but there is excellent fly-fishing for reds in the 
Gulkana and Klutina rivers in the Copper River 
area in late June and July, in the Russian River 
on the Kenai Peninsula from early June to late 
August and in the Kenai River from mid-July 
through early August. Reds also are available in 
several rivers in the Kodiak area from June to the 
first of September.
. Other fish encountered in this region are halibut 
that can tip the scales at 300 pounds; rainbow 
trout, which may weigh 10 pounds and occasion­
ally reach 20 pounds; char and Dolly Varden, 
which usually weigh one to three pounds, but 
occasionally reach the nine- to 12-pound mark;

lake trout can reach 30 pounds; grayling; burbot 
(also called lush o r lingcod) average two to five 
pounds, but can attain 20 pounds.

There is easy access to good sportfishing in the 
Southcentral/Gulf Coast region by car, but the 
majority of the best fishing locations are reached 
only by plane or boat. Many communities have 
charter operators that offer fishing trips or simply 
transportation to fishing spots.

C o l u m b i a  G l a c i e r

A floatplane taxis in front o f Columbia Glacier, 
star attraction o f Prince William Sound and 
one o f the largest tidewater glaciers on ihe 
Alaska coast. The glacier covers more than 
440 square miles. Its terminus measures more 
than six miles across and 164 to 262 feet 
above sea level. It is expected to recede 22 
miles in Ihe next 20 to 50 years, leaving 
behind a deep fjord. Scientists are studying its 
retreat and increased iceberg production, which 
could pose a hazard to oil tankers from 
Valdez. Plankton-rich waters attract great 
numbers o f fish, which in turn attract bald 
eagles, kittiwakes, gulls and harbor seals. The 
glacier can be viewed from the stale ferries; 
boat and flighlseeing tours are available in 
Whittier, Valdez and Cordo.J. (Staff, reprinted 
from The MILEPOST®;
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C a m p  1. At one tirr.e there 
was a crude bridge at C a m p  
1 across Lake Creek which 
provided an overland route 
northwest to the Fairview 
N.ountain area. From C a m p  2. 
1, the w a g o n  road contin­
u e d  to a crossing of Kahilt­
na River at C a m p  2, also 
called Kahiltna City. From 
there it followed the Kahilt­

na River along the lower 
reaches of Little Peters 
Hills to Cac h e  C r e e k  and 
Peters Creek, the heart of 
the Peters Hills mining 
area.

T h e  trail to C a m p  2 w a s  a 
s u m m e r  a n d  winter freight­
ing trail. From C a m p  2 
north, it was a winter trail 

only.

This w a s  the preferred
route in the Cache Creek- 
Peters Hills area until the 

Alaska Railroad reached 
Talkeetna in 1923. After 
1923, the trail declined
rapidly in importance.

After 1923, an alternate 
trail c a m e  into existence

from the Fork R o a d h o u s e  on 
Peters ville Road. It ran 
south between Bear Creek 
a n d  Peters Creek, crossed 

the Kahiltna River just 

north of Bear Cre e k  to 
reach C a m p  2, a n d  then 
headed south a n d  southwest 

to cross Lake Creek, and 
then west to Skwentna.
For several years, there 
w a s  a bridge across the 

Kahiltna River, but it 
w a s h e d  out almost every 
ypar. T h e  trail is lightly 
used today for dog m u s h­
ing, s n o w  machining, winter 

access to cabins, hunting 
a n d  fishing.

S k w e n t n a  area winter trails 
were identified by longtime 
S k w e n t n a  residents, Joe 
Delia a n d  Carl Nivers.

R E C R E A T I O N  R I V E R S

Because of the high recreation 
potential of the rivers in the 
area the State Division of Parks 
has proposed them for desig­
nation as "State Recreation 

Rivers" or as "State Recreation 
Sites".

T h e  following are more detailed 
accounts of the streams:

a. N O O S E  C R E E K  with access 
from the Oilwell R o a d  south
of Petersville R o a d  is one of 
five clearwater streams west 
of the Susitna River. For 
that reason a n d  its easy 
accessibility, it is a popular 

fishing river. Noose C r e e k
is excellent for silver
salmon, pink salmon, rainbow 
trout, a n d  grayling fishing.

Loose C r e e k  is also k n o w n  
as the east fork of the 
D e s h k a  (Kroto Creek).
Noose Creek en.ers the
D e s h k a  north of Neil Lake 
about four m a p  miles. T h e r e  
is a good camping spot at 
the confluence.

Neil La k e  is a heavily u ed 

access point because it
serves two branches of the 
Deshka. It is a two-day
float from Neil Lake to the 

mouth. Fr o m  Petersville
R o a d  to Neil Lake is a three- 
d a y  float. If floaters put in 
at Neil Lake, they can take 
out via float plane or boat at 
the confluence of the D e s h k a  
with the Susitna. A river- 
boat return up V.illow C r e e k  

to the Parks H i g h w a y  is 
c o m m o n .
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Jetboat travel is c o m m o n  the 
length of Noose C.eek. 
Access for jetboats is via 
the Susitna River a n d  then 
u p  the D e s h k a  to N oose
Creek.

Fishermen generally spend 
several days floating the 
river. It is relatively 
remote, a n d  trips take at 
least two to three days.

b. K R O T O  C R E E K .  T h e  

D e s h k a  or Kroto C r e e k  is a 
popular river, affording
excellent salmon fishing 
because it is a clearwater 
stream. Tt is one of five
such rivers west of the 
Susitna River. T h e  D e s h k a  
offers silver fishing from 
mid-July t h r o u g h  September 
peaking in August. Pink 
salmon are present from 
mid-July to m i d - A u g u s t  

although on o d d - n u m b e r e d
years pink salmon fishing is 
generally poor to fair. 
R a i n b o w  trout fishing is
excellent on the D e s h k a  
during late N.ay to S e p t e m­
ber. Grayling fishing 
occurs from late N.ay to 
early June. King salmon 
are present in early June.

Fishing effort is intense 
from the m o u t h  to Neil 
Lake. A b o v e  Neil L a k e  to 

A m b e r  Lake, effort is 
moderate. T h e  m o u t h  
receives an intense level of 
fishing aL the confluence 
with the Susitna River. 
Boat traffic o n  the D e s h k a  
has increased sharply. 
Riverboats a n d  jetboats 
enter the D e s h k a  from the 
Susitna River a n d  r u n  the 

entire length of the river. 
T h e  use of jetboats has 
m a d e  the D e s h k a  more 

accessible from places such

as Susitna Landing off of the 
Parks Highway.

Fishermen typically float the 
D e s h k a  from A m b e r  Lake to 
Neil La k e  b y  raft. Access is 
b y  float plane at both ends 
of this two-day trip. It is 
possible to float from A m b e r  
La k e  to the m o u t h  w h e r e  
take-out is b y  air or boat.

Potential float trips are also 
possible from Petersville 
R o a d  to A m b e r  Lake and on 
the west fork of the Deshka.

The r e  is a large concen­
tration of Class 2 a n d  3 
agricultural soil— up to
30,000 acres— between the 
Yentna River a n d  the lower 
reaches of Kroto Creek.

c. K A H I L T N A  R I V E R  is raftable 
from its headwaters at the 
Kahiltna Glacier to its con­

fluence with the Yentna or 
the Susitna Liver. T h e  
distance to the Yentna is 74 
miles. T h e  extremely cold 
a n d  silty water m a kes this a 
challenge for skillful 
paddlers. T h e  river is 
Class Ii white water. Access 
is b y  air at the headwaters 
a n d  b y  air or boat at the 
Yentna or Susitna Rivers. 
Riverboat traffic is limited 
on the Kahiltna just above 
the confluence with the 
Yentna.

d. L A K E  C R E E K  is a popular 
clearwater fishing river, but 
is not fished as intensively 
as Kroto Creek. Lake Creek 
offers silver, king, a n d  pink 
salmon fishing as well as
rainbow trout and grayling
in the lower stretches.

Fishing float trips are

popular a n d  have been
increasing.
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There is a popular stretch 
of white water about three 
to four iv.iles long just 
south of Shovel Lake. 
The r e  is another fly-in lake 
which provides access to 
the river via a walkover.

T h e  rr.ost intense fishing 
effort on Lake Creek occurs 
at the m o u t h  a n d  about four 
miles upstream. Fish Lakes 
a n d  a walkover provide 
access to this stretch north 

of the mouth. Bulchitna 
Lake is a heavily used 
access for the upstream 

portion. T h e  lake is within 
100 yards of the streams. 
Take-out is via float plane 

a n d  riverboat. Fishermen 
not involved in float trips 
generally fly into the N c 
Dougal area and are taken 
upstream, b y  residents in 
riverboats.

T h ere are potential float 
trips on Sunflower Creek 
a n d  C a m p  Ci eek with put-in 
off the Collinsville Trail 
southwest of Chelatna Lake. 

Both creeks flow into Lake 
Creek.

L a k e  C r e e k  is a Class III 
river which receives a high 
level of use. White water 
rafting a n d  kayaking, as 
well as canoeing, occur on 
Lake Creek. T h e  river 
runners use the same 
access points as the fisher­
men. River enthusiasts 

generally s p e n d  two or more 
days o n  the river during 
the s u m m e r  months.

At Chelatna Lake there is 
no public access. Private 
access is afforded to son.e 
flight operators a n d  not to 
others. Generally
speaking, legal access is a

problem for m u c h  of the 
stream.

e. Y E N T N A  R I V E R  is large. It 
has a larger annual stream 

flow than does the Susitna 
River upstream of Talkeetna.

During s u m m e r  months the 
Yentna River is heavily
traveled b y  jetboats a n d  
riverboats. Increase in 
population along the river 
has increased boat travel
a n d  float plane traffic. 
W'hite-water rafting,
kayaking a n d  canoeing occur 
on an 80-mile stretch of the 

Yentna. T h e  river offers
Class II flat water with 
sweepers, log jams, a n d
floating trees. This is a

glacial river which runs a 
large volume of water.
River access is by boat or 
air at both ends.

T h e  Yentna River receives 
s n o w  machine a n d  dog sled 
traffic during the winter.
In so m e  years the Iditarod 
Dog Sled Race is run up the 

Yentna River to Skwentna. 
Hunting occurs along the
length of the river at a 
m.oderate level.

This is a popular recreation 
spot for fishermen, boaters, 
a n d  s n o w  m.achiners. Fish 
Lakes offer red salmon a n d  
pike fishing a n d  receive a 
moderate level of fishing
effort. Bulchitna Lake is a
primary access to L a k e

C re e k  a n d  is lightly fished.

f, S K W E N T N A  is a very p o p u­
lar recreation area west of 

the Susitna River. S k w e n t­
na  is about 40 miles d u e  
west of the Caswell a n d  
T r apper Lake area.
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T h e  area described here 
extends west of S k w e n t n a  
to Porcupine Butte, south 
of J u d d  Lake, east to Lake 
Creek, and north to the 
Yenlo Hills. It is accessible 
b y  air and b y  boat before 
freeze-up a n d  then during 
winter mont h s  b y  dog sled 
or snow machine.

Recreational activities
during the s u m m e r / a u t u m n  
months occur mostly o n  the 

river corridors. These 
activities include: big and
small g a m e  hunting, water­
fowl hunting, fishing, 
white-water rafting,

kayaking, a n d  berry 
picking. Riverboat traffic 
is heavy o n  the Yentna 
River from the Susitna to 
the confluence of the 
Kichatna River. Hunting 
from riverboats for moose 
a n d  black bear is very 
popular along the Yentna 
River. O n  the S k w e n t n a  
there is a moderate level of 
boat traffic as far as 
Skwentna. Spring water­
fowl hunting occurs in the 
s w a m p s  and sloughts south 

of Whiskey Lake. Access to 
this area is b y  boat or 

plane.

Both the Yentna and the 
S k w e n t n a  Rivers afford 
white-water rafting opp o r­
tunities during the s u m m e r  
months. White water and 

fishing raft trips are also 
popular on the Talachulitna, 
a tributary of the 

Skwentna. Berry picking 
occurs at every water 
access point.

Fishing is the primary 
water associated activity of 
the S k w e n t n a  area. A 
moderate level of fishing

effort for silver salmon 
occurs on Hewitt and 
W h i s k e y  Lakes throughout 
the s u m m e r .  Shell Lake,
further to the west,
provides excellent lake trout 
fishing.

Despite the inaccessibility b y  
road, the area receives a 
high level of activity,
supported b y  air taxi a n d  
guiding services.

Since the terrain is marshy, 
s u m m e r  activity is limited to 
the river corridors. D o g  
m u s h i n g  a n d  s n o w  machining 

b e c o m e  popular recreational 
activities of the residents

during winter m o nths of use 
from late J a n u a r y  to April.

Non-local dog m u s h e r s  r u n  
from T r a p p e r  Lake, Peters­
ville Road, N a n c y  Lake, a n d  
Big L a k e  areas to S k w e n t n a  
for long distance training. 
S k w e n t n a  is a checkpoint for 
the Iditarod D o g  Sled Race, 
held in F e bruary each year.

T A L A C H U L I T N A  R I V E R  is 
intensely fished its entire 

length. Like the Deshka, it 
is one of the five major 
clearv atei streams west of 
the Susitna River.

T h e  Talachulitna is an excel­
lent salmon fishery, and the 
season extends from mid-July 
to S e p t e m b e r  with a peak 
occurring in August. Pink 
salmon occur mid-July to 
mid-August. Pink salmon 
fishing is generally poor to 

fair on o d d - n u m b e r e d  years. 
T h r o u g h o u t  the summer, N a y  
through September, the 
Talachulitna is an excellent 
grayling stream.



T h e  Talachulitna emerges 
from Talachulitna Lake and 
flows into creek is intensely 
fished for red salmon, but 
receives light fishing effort 
in general.

Frorr. J u d d  Lake to its 
rr.outh the S k w e n t n a  River, 
the Talachulitna is heavily 
rafted b y  fishermen, river 
rafters, a n d  kayakers. 
Riverboat traffic ie also 
heavy.

Put-in point is at J u d d
Lake. There is a public
access o n  the lake a n d  a 
walk over to a tributary to 
the north. Physical access 
is also possible at the point 

w h e r e  the Talachulitna flows 
out of J u d d  Lake.

The r e  is a float plane
take-out halfway d o w n­
stream. It is a popular 

float d o w n s t r e a m  to the 
mouth. White water is 
present at the lower stretch 
of the river.

Float plane 01* boat access 
is available. Planes land on 
the S k w e n t n a  River for 

p i c k u p .

Flight operators have 
developed an alternate 
access point to the lower 

portion of the river on a 
lake approximately three 
miles upstream a n d  to the 
east of the river. The r e  is 
a one-half mile trail from 
the lake to the river. 
Flight operators feel that it 
is necessary to preserve 

access o n  this lake a n d  the 
trail.

The r e  are public access 

problen.s at the mouth of 
the river.

T h e  area is scenic with
abundant recreational oppor­
tunities. T h e  area is not 
accessible b y  road. A n
extensive trail network has 
been established b y  area
residents to traverse the 
m a r s h y  terrain. Although 
s u m m e r  trails do exist,

winter trails are easier to 
travel a n d  thus are more 
extensive and more widely 
used.

Existing trails are used for 
hiking, skiing, snowshoeing, 
dog sledding, and s n o w

machining. Winter use of 
the trails is heavier than
s u m m e r  use.

h. A L E X A N D E R  C R E E K  is an 

excellent fishing river. As 
one of the five clear water 
streams west of the Susitna 
River, it is intensely fished 
its entire length. Silver 
salmon fishing peaks in
A u g u s t  on Alexander Creek, 
with the season running from 
mid-July to September.
\ id- July to m i d - A u g u s t  c h u m  
salmon are present. During 
the same period pink salmon 
are fished. In o d d  years 
pink salmon fishing is poor 

to fair. Rainbow trout 
fishing occurs throughout 
the summer. Grayling 
fishing is best in early 

s u m m e r .  King salmon r u n  
u p  the creek early N ay 
t h rough July. Kings are 
subject to strict m a n a g e m e n t  
regulations.

Fishermen float the river or 

use jecboats or riverboats. 
In recent years there has 

been a change in the type of 
boats used on Alexander 
Creek. Riverboats are being 
replaced b y  cruisers as the 
most popular craft.
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A popular floater put-in 
point is just downstream 
from Alexander Lake. 
Access is b y  air. Another 
put-in point d ownstream is 
at Trail Lake. Float plane 
access is on the lake with a 
walk over to L o w e r  Sucker 
Creek. L o w e r  Sucker 
Cr e e k  is raftable and 

receives a hea v y  level of 
use. Fishing effort is light 
on the creek, however.
Fishermen s p e n d  a d a y  or 
two from there floating 
Alexander Creek. Primary 
take-out p~int is at the
m o u t h  w h e r e  float plane 
pickup is available. River- 
boat take-out is also avail­
able.

T h e  operators of the Alex­

ander Lake L o d g e  have 
b e e n  encouraging cross­
country skiing in their
area.

i. S U S I T N A  R I V E R .  T h e  
lower Susitna River from 
Talkeetna to the m o u t h  is a 
iTiajor transportation corri­
dor for sportsmen. It 
receives hea v y  boat traffic 
from fishermen heading up 
the Susitna's clearwater 
tributaries such as the 

D e s h k a  a n d  Yentna Rivers, 
Alexander and Willow 
Creeks. Hunting effort 
along the river is intense 
from the m o u t h  to north of 
Talkeetna.

T h e  Susitna River is a 

popular flat water river. It 
offers Class III flat water. 
T h e  water is multi­
channeled a n d  silty, and 
d e m a n d s  water reading skill 

from paddlers. A popular 
raft, kayak, or canoe trip 
is to float from Gold Creek 
to the mouth, a distance of

120 miles. Gold Creek is 
accessible b y  rail. Other 
put-in and take-out points 
are available on the Parks 
H i g h w a y  at Talkeetna and at 
Susitna Landing. Power 
boats also put into Willow 
Creek west of the Parks 
Highway. O n e  of the 
primary reasons for a Willow 
Cre e k  State Recreational 
Area is to provide access to 
the m o u t h  of Willow Cre e k  so 
that p o w e r  boats can put in 
at the Susitna River a n d  not 
interfere with fishing at 
Willow Creek.

j. C O A L  C R E E K  is a clear 
water stream which flows 
into Beluga Lake in the 
southwest region of the 
N.atanuska-Susitna Borough. 
U p p e r  Coal Cre e k  has excel­

lent grayling and dolly 
v a rden fishing but receives 
a very light use level above 
Coal Cre e k  Lake because it 
is inaccessible.

Air access is available on 
Coal Cre e k  Lake. T h e  lake 
itself receives light fishing 
effort. There are two walk 

over trails to the creek. 
D o w n s t r e a m  to the m o uth of 
Beluga Lake, fishing effort 
is light.

Beluga La k e  is a hunter 
access point, which receives 
moderate hunting effort.

k. T O K O S I T N A  R I V E R  is a 
rafting a n d  canoeing river 
north of T r apper Creek. 
Home, Bunco, and S w a n
Lakes provide float plane
access for rafters.

T h e  Tokositna River pro­

vides a spectacular scenic 
route with Class II flat 
water. It is an easy river,
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