


HB 635 ~ WILLOW CREEK STATE REC AREA t

This bill would set aside some puh/Zic lands in the Mat-Su J U
Borough for public recreation around the mouth of Willow Creek,
This is a prime destination for many Southcentral residents, <
eespecially during the summer sportfishing season. We envision
this as one of the steps in developing optimum recreational N
opportunities in the Mat-Su area. <
_ UEc tE
As we all know, there 1is a shortage of state revenues />

available and so there may be some question as to the State®'s * 'eCKotr,
ability to pay for operating expenses and capital improvements to

the Willow Creek Area. However, this bill would only set the

land aside and not create any additional positions, nor is there

a request for funding for capital improvements. We envision

those things occurring in the future as funding may come
available. IAVAAN /4

By setting aside the land base for the Willow Recreation N
Area now, we can be assured of saving a very desirable piece of g
recreational property, one in which there is a great deal of

public interest. Furthermore,in developing these sites within ~,
the Susitna drainage, we will be able toattract some of the <
people who currently make the Kenai Peninsula their destination; A¥>
thereby alleviating some of the crowding that occurs on the N
rivers in that area now. We feel this is a good piece of f
legislation which will meet a real need. It will be the first 1"k
step in promoting recreation and tourism in the Mat-Su Boro,

which will provide better economic stability.

POINTS OF CONCERN:
Mental health lands - ha”e been taken out

Fiscal note - Reflects idea of setting aside land now for
protection for future public use without requesting any
development at this time.

Acreage - 2,747.8 are Mat-Su Boro lands which they have agreed to
835 are state lands of which 248 are contained in an
existing wayside site
75 were taken out as they are mental health lands
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MEMORANDUM April 25, 1986

TO: All Members
Senate Resources Committee

FROM: Sta Senate Resources Committee

RE: HB 635 (Res) "An Act establishing the Willow
Creek State Recreation Area; and
providing for an effective date"

This bill would create a state recreation area along Willow
Creek near the Parks Highway. The land area is 3582.8 acres
of which 2747.8 are Mat-Su Borough lands and 835 acres are
state lands. There are no mental health lands in CS HB 635
(Res) .

A management plan is to be adopted within two years of the
passage of this bill and would include a cooperative effort
with the Mat-Su Borough.

The fiscal note is zero.

Enclosures:
Fiscal note
Sectional analysis
Bill analysis from Fish and Game
Map
Background information
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STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:

REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL

Bill/Resolution No.: HB 635 _ Agency Affected N atural Resources
Title: An act establishing the Bru: Parks Management _
W illow Creek State Resreation

area

Sponsor: Rep Larson Components :.

Requestor: House Resource Committee
Date of Request: 02-28-86

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES : (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0 - -0- -0-

CAPITAL

REVENUE |

FUNDING : (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL -0- -0- JL -0- - (L -0-

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS :  Attach a separate page if necessary
If there is a CIP appropriation for area improvements, there w ill
be associated operating expenses.

Phone : ziL L HiiiL 1 ====mnmmnmmmn

Preparedbv: Barbara Lee Hope

Division : “"arks 6 Outdoor Recreation ! Date; 02-28-86
Approved by Commissioner: .. Date. "~ /Af /IC
Agency: Natural Resources o
Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):

Legislative Finance

Legislative Sponsor

Requestor

mm/as

Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page 1, of 1 —



HB 635 - WILLOW CREEK STATE REC AREA

This bill would set aside some public lands in the Mat-Su
Borough for public recreation around the mouth of Willow Creek.
This 1is a prime destination for many Southcentral residents,
especially during the summer sportfishing season. We envision
this as one of the steps in developing optimum recreational
opportunities in the Mat-Su area.

By setting aside this area in the state recreation system we
can preclude it from other land use designations, while we work
toward obtaining the necessary funding for such items as an
access road and boat launch facility at the mouth of Willow
Creek. We believe this would bolster tourism type activities and
would be of great financial benefit to the Mat-Su area.

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

Sec. 1: Describes the purposes for the land and water being set
aside in the Willow Creek State Recreation Area.

Sec. 2(a) Establishes the Willow Creek State Recreation Area 1in
AS 41.21.491 and gives the property description.

2(b) Allows for cooperation between the state and the
borough.

2(c) Designates land and water in Willow Creek as a
special use area under the state constitution.

2(d) Allows for oil and gas leasing within the lands
described in AS 41.21.491.

Sec. 41.21.492:

Describes the management responsibilities of the Department
of Natural Resources for Willow Creek State Recreation Area
in relation to tne Mat-su Boro, the Department of Fisn and
Game and the Boards of Fish and Game.



Sec. 41.21.493:

Directs the department to develop a management plan with the
Mat-Su Boro.

Sec. 41.21.494

This section directs the commissioner to develop regulations
necessary to carry out the provisions in the purposes
section of the bill.

Sec. 41.21.495:

Allows the commissioner to add on new lands which are
adjacent to Willow Creek State Recreation Area and that are
needed to sustain the purposes described in AS 41.21.491 -
41.21.497.

Sec. 41.21.496:
Allows the commisssioner to enter into cooperative land
agreements with other agencies or private parties in order
to achieve the purposes described in AS 41.21. i91 -
41.21.497.

Sec. 41.21.497

Allows for enforcement of the regulations adopted under AS 41.21.
41.21.497.

Sec. 3: Requires the commissioner to adopt the management plan
for Willow Creek State Recreation Area within two years
after the effective date of this act.

Sec. 4: States when this act will take effect.



STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS

oePAHinan- division BILL NUMBER SPONSOR

Fish and Game Snort Fish He 635 Representative Larson

DEPARTMENT POSITION

Support " /\ /\
- % comnfissiflner* sigsnm* y odth _u,
S \JACUMnRuUjLHn271 20

¢
SUMMAR
OTHER AGENCIES AFFECTED BY QILL constituent groupcs) affected by bill
DNR, DEC, Matanuska-Susitna Borough Cook Inlet basin residents and visitors
ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPO.IT FOR BILL ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL
Unknown Unknown
FISCAL IMPACT: © NONE O FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED

BACXONOUNOAJEGESLATIVE INTENT
Create approximately a 4,000-acre state recreation area along Willow

Creek near the Park Highway.

ANALYSIS OF MX/PROGRAM EFFECTS
HB 635 is basically identical to HB 86 but cleans up major flaws in the

location description of the Willow Creek site.

Creation of the Willow Creek recreation area will not adversely impact

i - the operations of the department. Development of the site with
appropriate campgrounds and boat launch facilities will 1improve access
to Susitna River tributaries for hunters and anglers. Fish stocks can

presently st*jid increased utilization.

.
RETIU
VA |
eiw>p e .
AVEMOVEMTS PROPOSED
X reds Page 3, Line 19 (Sec. 41.21.454(3)).
£ (3) allow sport fishing, fishery rehabilitation or enhancement...
- o- *
PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR ADDMOHAL COMMENTS OR ANALYSIS.
MO 1230






Figure 8. PARKS HIGHWAY TRAFFIC VOLUMES
ATWILLOW, 1080

Legend
* 10 peak annual daya
'‘Average Annual Dally Traffic (AADT)

*Average Monthly Dally Traffic (AMDT)

Souro«: Aliaht Dop»rtm»filof TrtmporUlton And Publlo Faclllllea

Land Ownership

Most of the land within the study area is
publicly  owned. The Matanuska-Susitna
Borough and the State of Alaska own large
blocks of land west of the Parks Highway.
The area around the Parks Highway/Willow
Creek junction is privately owned. Upstream
of the Parks Highway, the Willow Creek
State Recreation Site is a 240 acre parcel
surrounded by private lands (see Tigure 9,
page 22). Ownership of the subsurface has
been retained by the State of Alaska.

<[>
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toric park is owned by the State of Alaska. Susitna Landing is a privately owned and

It receives year-round recreational use, par- operated boat launch located at the Susitna
ticularly during the winter season, when River/Kashwitna River confluence, 11 high-
skiers and snowmachiners converge. Popular way miles north of Willow Creek. Erom
summertime activities include hiking, moun- Susitna Landing, boaters travel to points
tain climbing, and berrypicking. north and south, including the Yentna

River, Kroto Creek, and Alexander Creek.
City of Houston. The City of Houston owns

ana operates a campground bordering the Willow Creek Sport Fishing
Little Susitna River and the Parks Highway,
located 15 miles south of Willow. Most recreationists visiting Willow Creek are
) ) attracted to the stream by its sport fishing
Private Sector. Several privately operated opportunities. Willow Creek hosts significant
recreational facilities are located within the runs of king salmon, chum salmon, and pink
vicinity. The Willow Island Drive Inn is salmon. A small run of silver salmon and
situated _at the .northwest cor-ner of .the year-round populations of rainbow trout and
Parl_<§_ nghway/WHIow _Creek Intersection. arctic grayling are also sport fishing attrac-
Facilities include parking, boat launch, tions. See Figure 11, page 25 for a histor-
trailer storage area, and camping units. ical summary of fishing effort and harvest at
Shore fishing is popular along the area's Willow Creek.

Willow Creek frontage.

Figure 11. WILLOW CREEK SPORT FISHERY HARVEST, 1977-1982
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9 the Susitna Rrver

BPe node recervesl vek heay eurs(ea eagcr(nPns\hI%
the sal Wil

In mid-J un P n enter
ree tﬂaerrn as t e prnKs Imon
run ens In late A ust urrﬂg us

}s]eas(? |s area severl
red ore ang Iers T ese anglers are
often f ?] Rg rom privately owned Tland, .an
Issue  whi rs recervrng InCreasing attention
(see page 2
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number of _anglers . will exced Th erﬁ
ﬂre no sanitary facilities Iin this area whic
as raised concerns about the effects o

random and untreated human waste an
litter. Ishermen  will _also anchor [(herr

miehoes e iy e helon

almon, The king salmqn has histori-
cang een the most sogugshtater sport fl sth

ecies at. Willow Creek and throughout the
S%s?tna lver basrn In 1964.. ug F
Pe[]ous ehclrnes In_ fish stoc |nag salmon
mg roughout the usl|<tna basin -~ was
str ited. the (sjtoc rebounded

re as agarn o\ovedn) k”b mucE

uc Fl8 asrrséek %Io g salmon catc

S 0
over 0 |nches |n em afhough brolo
IStS susRect tdat trs nHmber could e
alsed without endangering the run.

Pink Salmon.  Pink salmon enter Willow
Creek In very large numhers in even-num-
bred ears and” in oderate nuers in

ered years. S species provide
exceqent lr:i]po)rtunrtr S t pFamr?g Fr))rrente
outings, much rgher rates 0f fishing
SUCCESS than or other Salmon species.

Chum Salmon,
Increasing attention as a sport pecres
T ) B e a0
crgased From 343 in 197% to 1533 En 1981,

Silver Salmon Des ite a smaII run, an
Important  silver dpor(t fishery . does
occur at the mout er W Srvers
destined for ?awnrnd ro ns at other
strea S te orari g/ the clear waters
0 Willo %k/Susrtna Rmer conflu-
ence, where they become available for har
\slglsn%on thgrjvrgsse r t?s Srr]“r?\z:rvnnler2 07w?thvea
drop Iin 1981 to 747 Psh

Rainpow Trout.  Rainhow trout attract
significant number tt anglers to WrIIow

Chum  salmon Itss attracting



Creek. ost effort ofr rarnhows occurs
early in te season hefore pehcres
arrive, again after the samon ave
sPawnd Use™ IS over
1§alkeetna Mo ntar%

ea thap ror te sﬂlsgr?rssepecre exte
Erom " oash ng! Bk i
up into

”dﬁ?

Willow Creek Riverboating

A major re%reatronal use of Willow C[)eek IS

F [ver oatrng corridqr.  Most  boaters
h]ch at commerdial facilities near the Parks
ghway bridge.

The reat mengrtﬁ/ riverboat ftraffic is
downstream, and. then towards outlyrng areas
withi the Susitna _ basin. Ifow
Cree {)es as an important transportation
Corrl y accessin e roadless areas to
Jte west where dis Frse? settlements hav

eveloped as a restlt o ﬂovernmgnt lan
sales, homesteadrnﬁ; mrnrsg other
attractronls these F hecome
more ?etted the volume o rrver oat traffic
on Willow Creek has rrselhmseorlrnecs ondin

Im ortant e(strnatron po IBde KPO¥0

Cr§ Y(er the Yentna River,
Alexan er Cree

Recreational Issues

Angler-Boater Conflicts. Ihe ost dr \eu
use 0 Cree

P em concernrnﬂ oW
e gr% ing conflict etween rverbo ters
and _“shore™ anglers.  Riverboaters have
traditionally trﬁveled between  the Parks

Highway dnd the mouth to gain access to
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shr spots and to outlyin as. But as
qgtroh) |tncre\a\1/s|e|s ha\éeyhkg hl more shport

|s ermen 0o Willow Creek, clashes have
eggmg more\ ceormm%r(r)mbetweetn ath% two user
E §pcreatg F \Bhrh grsturh |s |n
Create safety hazar S ahr
pwnrncq %rounqhs Boaters respon that
Willow Creek is t e % ?/ reahson 8 access, to
outryrng areas and t rﬁ g operation
I8 e? ire |n ord er to gr':rr]rte Itr}onm Rreeuaver
es tab she Wallow % tﬁe Drvrsron.o?
Parks wil have res ?nsr ity for mana in
tnles sct(rﬁ rlncts water column and for reso |n8

use demand for
the natural run In
Frsg and
in order to

parh estael}

Ershrn’\ Re%ulatrons
ing salmon Tar excees
Willow Creek, the Department o
Game has relgu lated srﬁort shrqg
ensure escapement  goa
There are concern’ that sate
||s ment would rine more ang ace
dditional ressures on fish tocs ocrng
n Ee partment of Fish and Game to shorte
ing salmon season.

Wrﬂter Recreation. Mana ement Becakrse 3
Willow area receives abungdant snowia
moderate  tem eratures |ts otentra or
wrnter recreﬁtr nis |q . Dev opment of a
trall networ aon regk will rnvrte
skrers snowmach merﬁ HS ers.

hese user] rgroups ave gxperr nce con
licts at ot locations, the Division of
Parks should manage the area to avoid such
problems.



Recreation.

Trespas
P ave[r)tent or deliberate yse o

"Trespass recreatron
the Ina

private

rog y recreationists, IS an ISSue.
epass Sl uatrons are rEcreashnvrvr artcu

Iar stream of the Para a g
a owners have posted signs ta en

actions to protect thelr property

rnterests

Commercial. Activities. At resent B‘n

clal . riverboat %pera 0rs % est%s

btrsrnesses a ar S rog wa %
Clients rnclu e es ine

%t oth ers ouno‘] or o t r areas
Wit esta ||shment of t un state
regu lation IL govern a ommercra "enter-
prises within the “park houndaries.

Trail

el an gemegt

Con?ern has been
about

fficult foot access to er?ovr-r

B!

Creek helow, the Parks
gresent rimitive

hstanﬁe own tream before drsa pearrg
T as the effect OLC ncentratrn r}
und the hig WraeyaS e 0

ar?|

cellent

ighwa grrdge At

trajls ext short

rl % In"spl
Ishing™ a further ownstream

Other issues include the following:

0

O oo O © o o o> o

Hower trans ission lines

untin trapping regulation

?_am%? pping reg

ish abrtat protectron

reservation  of archaeolog} [esources
andrcapp access to “fishing areas
Istrric trails

stattrrovclo Petrtron with private recreation
0ad development wrthrn the (Park _

floodplarn dpr wetlands nstruction

regional road networ



Figure 18- BOUNDARY ANALYSIS*

developable upland soils

*Used to determine recommended park unit boundary

Source Alteke Divisinnof Perks
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; GENERAL
RECOMMENDATIONS

Creek State Recreation Area, the Division of

Zoning
Parks will become responsible for regulating
To further clarify the intent for management commercial activities within the park. At the
of land and resources within state park present time, commercial activities are limited
units, all lands within each park unit are to riverboat operators whose charter services
classified into one or more of the following are based at the Park Highway bridge. A
zones: large portion of the boat traffic on Willow
Creek is by commercial operators.
0 natural zone
0 cultural zone
0 recreational development zone As the facilities recommendations of this plan
0 wilderness zone are implemented, a boat launch will be built
at the Willow Creek mouth. At that time, it
Figure 19a, page 44, is excerpted from the is recommended that the Division of Parks
Alaska State Park System: Statewide Frame- institute a permit system which will allow
work, published in 1982. The intent and commercial riverboat operations to be con-
management considerations for each zone are ducted at the boat launch area. Permits will
described. be issued with appropriate stipulations.
The proposed Willow Creek State Recreation
Area is zoned in Figure 19b, page 45. Only
the recreational development and natural This recommendation is intended to reduce
zones are applied within this park unit. conflicts between boaters and anglers by re-

locating the commercial operations to a better

Regulation of Commercial Activities location. It is consistent with proposed
regulations governing the operation of state

With legislative establishment of the Willow park units.
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Riverboating Regulation

With establr hment a State park unit at
Wlﬁ i |vrs?o Parkép k | "accept
Fesponsr

? and a t orrt to reso Ve con-
licts an (gvrotec e arga's natural envi-
ronment.  One manag}ement tool 1s the guth-

0”% tO regu late e various recreational
activities

A major recreatronal issue at Willow Creek is
the growing conflict between . riverboaters
aBd ther “users and Increasing oonoerns
%out the envrroqmental rmpacts of [IVer-
oating, In an effort to ref ve this Issue,
anew boat aaunc at the W Creek mouth
%ss)recommen (see recommendatron page

By providing an alternative to hoat Jaunch-

|n)é pat the gP % ghwa bri dg he new
aunch Js |ntended t viate the problem

If ¢ ntl Icts contrnue In spite 0 éhe alterna-

tive launch, It

director exercrse

recommended that the
th,e Division of Parks'
%Eg“onrrty and close

illow Creek to otorrzed
% %Ture would tda \)oace

ter pproprrate public notice and revi

Visitor Education, Interpretation

A nature trail is. recommended as one com-

Ponent of an mterpre Ve fro?ram (see

ommenda jon, pag sitation at
INCreases,

\s%ou\fv ree rangagﬁther ccHn ponent

an active, assisted ‘series

oprca gro grams. ird  comp onent
whrc shoul be early, I the

duction escriping the aeas

Initiate
a brochure
natural features and resources.
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Inal ed catronal suﬁ ecdt should concern
|an d |n% fnrques
onstruct on. of the ne oat aunoh t
lllow Creek mouth oaters  will lf
uno Ing into the dr ficult "and rgotentra
a ero S waters e Susitna |ver t
i o o, b W, o s
with suc yéi Ces asybu?letrn ﬁoar S, T
tures, and demonstrations.

Archaeological Preservation

begn Seletted withpit e Benelt b3 con

T S ey S,

éQﬂ]

8-

that a surve nificant re-
fource in an area slated for evelopment
N suc a case, the rvrsron of arks ‘should
e every Jrea onabe effart to reroute or

m
re?ocate the forﬂtres to avold the renistoric

{eso rces. re{ utrng or reloca on IS not

easr le, other etfort >Preserve te

tural materra(f will E lored, including

excavation and remova

rrrreways, Intersections on the Willow Creek
the Willow

rrmarrl ark road
Erﬁ an rﬁeet multiple use 0Db-

Creek
Jectrves provr rng access, to ands south
rk. aanUﬁka Susrtna Bor

outqureovr}r)tﬁ ngt&%rderm? ark. [n the
(f ticipation, this

choose toardragose
trfies accePtable ocatro S Where ac ess roads
might Intersect the parkway ésee Figure 20
paéJ 46).  These points been “selected

AIthough



and sgaced FO as to reserve the natural
experi n(ie of the aﬁr while  provid |n%
F sonaEe access to outz ng areas. Permbt
or pai\r”%r}r(a rntersectron |I| be issued ny

t Parks only for those desi
na?e points. ) v

Vegetation Thinning, Revegetation

ost of the facilities recommended in thré
Ban will be Iocat on the ores%ed
enches, south ot Willow Cree whnere veqe
tatéon ImIts drstant vrews of Mdunt McKh
and the Alaska ng Se ectrv%
fhrnnr g.of trees an rush should be
in certargr areas to en ance scenr

ﬁ ‘res Specl c areas will be identifie

andsc arc rtg during the site
gannrn ase evelopment” and  again
uring co

FPSUUCIIOH
ol ot

exten ractr
d be reclaimed an reve

8etated ﬁad cu‘ and fill slopes should be
[esseérl with suyplus toRsorl and segd% or
EpaencrieeS with native ground cov r an

se revegetatjon efforfs wrl‘ E
deftailed by ?a]ndscargg arcnrtects during t
constructron phase 0

development.
Disposal of Construction

Waste
Based uRon }nvestrgatrons the Als
De «'Trtme _of Trahsportatio er
Facilities, it has been determine thatt
silty soifs found on-site are not acceptable

Durin cnstructron
tatrong wil mevrtably
egur ment. ﬁ

cted areas s ou

Materials
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road const[)uctron mat nals
silts mus} e excavated, )Qnrc
of two feet, 61 remqv eore sd
materials can be brougt in from off-site.
two

da order to reduce. co structron Costs,
(H)]o srtes within  the al have ' bee H
||ed su us6 excla]vate

recelve
materra (see Frgure 20, pac\;p ). 3
manner, rtation  COSIS reddacteer

Whese or anrc
ally to a 5
Ita

trans e
ﬁgg these top%orls are avarlabf1 for

The drsposal
corHrn Oguu
architects
ccess  will
arriers.

3|tes will be rev% etated ac-
| eIrn%s set orth landscape

t dsrt% planning process
e ||m|te y' gates” or other

Signing

Because of the srze and ma%nrtude of facili-
ties proposed for the | 3t%e
ecre trog Area, a frgnrn plan shoul
ormdate at an e stage o ensure taht
e atory and informationdl signs. are bot
ectrve and consrstent with park v a %?
%rtrcul valua

durintlr ? er Rerro f development

exgec ed to occu phases over several

Trapping

The Willow Creek corridor supports a number
ffurbearrng anrmals most notab| beaver

Fr) ers_have for. many. years tkeg [
1S in the %orrrdor in"a sustained yield
manner which has not substantially drmrn



ished popHIatroP It is reeommendeqh that
trapping  be allowed to continue t

un erstandrg that the Department 0 Frﬁ
an as authority for managing t

area's w dIr e resources.
Transportation, Utility Corridors

In. a trcrgatron of contjnued growth in the
rarA Ir lon, Jeconnaissance rransportatron

utility ~stu res are |dentitying” variqus
Forrrdors ele

for_roads, electricit smission
Arﬂretﬁ gtc.. For example ﬁy f E

Power
orrtg/ s stud ymg rou‘e alr nments for

Lansmrs |on ||nes wh chh will ecessary
rt) (e usrtna roelectrrc ect |s

cons ru t

the park

ol

ossible alignmen s?ects
Havem over tge proposed loca-

tion of a vehicle campgroun
In order to preserve park values and protect
recreation (al resources _from Intrusion, It Is
recommended the Division  of Parks that
new trﬁnsport tion. and utrlréy fcorrr s

avold the “houndaries proposed for er?ow
Creek State Recreation Area.

Operations and Maintenance Staffing

To provi uality public recreation, S
not penou%h %r thg sptate to srmq esta ﬁrsrr
new construct ne f? tres
Equally Im ortant IS fundrng for staff rPr

S0 neI ma ntenance arrs and equrp ent
% ese are peratron items
YV ich’ are S0 ote ﬂf ets are
ormulated Yet te rovr enefit whrch
fcrue Irec Ig ? ecreationists In the form
tanCvgell managed facilities and ranger assis-
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As the Drvrsron of Parks makes capit
Fg m(rrude trons ImPIement i ?aCIFtJes

|sca FS will, “also B plan gmpamon
Wi

epar e
i osrar:.:rrrrzrrﬁrr W
str etr}gn oR necarcr)vm frlrtres erYM A g Tiqur

e s the phased Operatl naﬁ
re uﬁggnents at ? r%e% de%;ned
Ide with ~the phases of facility con-

S ruc 1on.

Hunting

The Alaska Board of Game is responsible for-
develor?mrlr huntmg 8}”?“0[}3 addressing
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< Facilities thought to be 1inappropriate Regional Preferences

include overnight cabins, lodges/
hotels/motels, convenience stores, and The Alaska Outdoor Recreation Plan, pub—
playfields. lished by the Division of Parks in 1981,
contains detailed information about the pre—
0 Sport fishing is the primary attraction ferences of Southcentral Alaska residents.
at Willow Creek.  Other attractions Figures 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16 are excerpted
include its accessibility, pleasant atmos— from the plan and lead to the following
phere, and riverboat access to down—  conclusions relating to the management and
stream areas such as the Deshka River. development of a Willow Creek State Rec—

) ) reation Area.
< Overcrowding was most often mentioned

as a negative feature of the area. = Fishing and tent camping are the two
Anchorage residents next indicated poor activities which respondents desired to
maintenance, while local residents do more often (Figure 12). The Willow
complained of boat traffic on Willow Creek earea can provide opportunities
Creek. Another problem cited is a lack for both these activities, consistent
of developed camping areas. with the land and water"s ability to

absorb adverse impacts.
0 When asked what type of overnight
accommodations they used, 58% of Anch— Fiqure 1S. ACTIVITIES THAT THCENTRA
orage respondents listed some type of ’ %ASRTICIPANTéE OULD?_WE DOMOREOFTEN
vehiclj and 56% used tents. (Note that

because some people use both types of Fishi PercantofFlEfSpontzJonO}s
accommodations, the percentages total Tésntlcnagrﬁ"ﬁli'ﬁ"g """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 13%
more than 100.) Seventy-one percent HUnting o %
of Matanuska-Susitna respondents used Motorboatlngf......; .............. 8[;%
a vehicle, while 50% used a tent. Xl|gi|r§]egs,/¥viianlgn ----------------------- m
SW|mm|ng ............... 3%

< Most people favored locating camping Flyin % ............................................. 3%
areas within reasonable walking dis— Eé)ﬂse BCK TGN G % s 3
tance, as opposed to streambank de— canoe|'ri"g"/"R'é'y'é'k'ih"@j'fﬁlﬁﬁ L
velopment or areas located several miles BICYCIING™ s 2%
away . Beachcomblnq .............................. 2%
Traveling/sigh seelng ............... 1%

CroSS COUNLRY SKIIN G s 1%

0 Anglers were satisfied with their fishing O w21
success rates for most fish species. NN s 0%
King salmon Tfishing brought a mixed * Trail related activities SUDTOTA ] s 10%

response, v ith 50% of the fishermen
being dissatisfied.

8ourc« Aluh* Division ol P*rka
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0 The four most popular outdoor recrea—  Figure 13. rAVORITK SOUTHCENTRAL OUTDOOR
tional activities in the region are fish— RECREATION ACTIVITIEStt
ing, tent camping, hiking/walking/ L Elaili
running, and hunting (Figure 13). SPlaiing.....
The Willow Creek corridor is capable of 32,: Lelllltlrfgay]wpa:?kqng/runnlng .'.9%)
supporting all of these activities, with 4, HUNEN G oo .0%
care taken that increased usage does E; E{Loatgiggggntm --------------------------- 55530
not spoil the area’s natural character. 7 Basehalllsoftnail R 2%

8. Bicycling* . e 3%

0 Acquisition and development of more lg'grloslﬁ%osllwlfwrwk“ng* ---------------------------------------- 218//0
backpacking campsites are favored by a 11 W loroft-rogd veRiciss " L
majority of southcentral residents (Fig— 12, SWIMMING oo, 2%
ure 14). In its extensive lowlands with ﬁ-g'ylngforf|eanUfe-H-i----|----; ------------------------------------------- 228//0
complex drainage patterns, the Willow 16, T‘ﬁar”v'g|?nr§’,s'|5°ﬁtsg§|ngC_f '''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' Wg
Creek corridor 1is especially suited to 16, Horaeback ritd iNg* .. 2%
these low-impact facilities. 11- Othor* *

TWMmm listedand representone percentnr
%’E&iﬂsﬁrstprelémmgi\m

< More and better developed roadside 1*
campgrounds and picnic areas are

Source Alaska IMvinloiml I'eil-s

favored (Figure 14). The well drained .
uplands overlooking Willow Creek are Flgure14'PRE-|EEBENCESCF%R%%%TNH FE,\\I/-ll-EFf_AO%MENT
capable of meeting some of this demand, i-M) &Aﬂ\]RMA (‘JE ’
due to their suitability for a range of More  Develo Just Less
intensive activities and facilities. Areas Areasp Maintain  Areas

< Southcentral residents want more hiking I;(;I;I(jr;?dt(eralla 63% 31% 15% 1%
trails (Figure 14). The Willow Creek campgrounds/
corridor 1is suited for a network of Bp|kcn|clrz1_roaa 61% 17% 20% 2%
streamside and back-country trails. ackpacking
Such a trail uetwork would serve sev— Cacnaorgipnsnes 48% 29% 21% 2%
eral user groups, including anglers, ka akglhg,and
hikers, skiers, snowmachiners, and dog rafting tralla 41% 33% 22% 4%
mushers. Developed

recreation . 299 24 :

0 More and better developed canoeing, W:Irl?:cscessed 61% h ' 2%
kayaking, and rafting trails are favored natural areas 38% 330 25% 4%
in the southcentral region (Figure 14). Historic sites 37% 32% 25% 6%
Comments received during public meet— Wilderness areas  23% 26% 35% 17%
ings indicate that the curving and 8ourco Alaoka Division of Farlm
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debris-strewn waters of Willow Creek  Figure 1*.8
are dangerous for canoe operation.

aftin aking, however, are
w ogto be surYble activities In’' these FealLIes

aters.
Fishing areas

0 Desired features IP 0ut-qf- fown recrea- ey pater for swimming or boating
tional areas Inc ude fishing areas, - Plicnic fablos, campsites
access. ater, facilities “such as T ST AT U Y T S ——
camp soltes an rfrcnrc tables, . and ungis- Bicycle, walking, skiing or
uﬂo natural  are<vs Frgure
Willow Creek 1s ca able of trno e
of this demand, an area within two
hours driving trme of Anchorage.

l

° For many ?usrtna vaIISvy residents, a :
at "W reek Serve as 1
ommunrty recreational . area.  Desire !
eatures ~ in  community recreationa Souror AlUK DhisioncfPars

%gasmrssr\ovrrrm} 6 é'"t'ige BARC Gem - Foure 14 DERIRER FRTHRSM SRR TR

IREDSEATURES IN.S UTHCEr\iTRAL
OF-TOWN RECREATION AREA

1.
2
3
4
6
6
NOTSEDACK TIATNG TTI1S oo o
7. Motorcycle, snowmachine and
OtNErORY T TAIIS v
8. Paved r0ads ...
9. Unpaved roads
0. OVErNightJ0dQing s
1. Electrical hook-ups, showers
general store
2. Playflelds
3, Lawns*benches...

Include aﬂ Paveb roads, water
CCess, icnic  tables, campsites Poroortegiof Southoentral Rt
3 rinking wateP and restrooms r?Ergure Features RTvorof Beires
16). T R T T T — H
CLAWNB * DENCROS o b
Recreational Demand e a5
4, PAaVed r0ads. s, 85%
In keepin wrth Alaska's explosive population 6. Access to water for
rowtp ﬁem nd. for out ot recr % Bn Tose S T A 1%
ramatrc 9 the decad ? ?] e Seven- Arinking water, TeSEro0mMS s 78%
fles. e num of sport 1isning |censes f 8Qg;g}ulgtgelgdnaturalarea ------------------------------------------------------- b
|ssued Increased from. 113,394 1 1970 to 0 Eloatgt 0T e :
2 6F 04 In 19(%30 acc%rdrng t0 thFe Dkepafrtment 0 Flghepneéaarrsetaosref ............................ S b1t
of Fish ame.. Division of Parks figures T — 0
rndrcate that vrsrtatron at t Matan s[<a 11. Motgrcycle, snowmachlne and m
Susitna district .parks rose from 12, UNPAVEH T0US oo "
0 13. Areasofhunting
FY73 t0 391,923 | FYl representing’ a 4 A)
Increase in § years. Sorceliski Diskonef ks
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Fagure 17. POPULAT ION FORECASTS

POPULATION

POPULATION

Matanuska-Susitna Borough

Bounce Institute of Social and Economic Ronearch

opulatllon rowlh s orecasted lo contmue
the next centyr %tsee |gure paﬂ
atou at so et rates than in' t

Pa years. eW|se demand for rec-
eatlona o pottunme v¥|| continue. 1o grow
Ho rticularly for sc vor|te activiti

ing, m mg rh but at re uce
rates. H wit national fren

tﬂward coser -to-home recganonal out|Pg
this moderat|on In deman off et
somewhat bg the Matanuska-Susitna district's

proximity to population centers.

For the purPoses of this plap, it is assumed
g 3 DIVISION Park ' tat re reat|ona
d man excee S the cap ab|||t the Willow

Creek corridor to rowde uallty experi-

enfes TherefPre, his plan Wil om end
B y those facilities iand activities %IC can
e “accommodated while mamtammg e area’s

high natural and aesthetic qualities.
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Bradlev
4/26/86
-
Original sponsor: Larson 0" " t f
J
IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 635 (Resources)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the Willow Creek State Recre-—

ation Area; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to:

D designate as a state recreation area the land and water

described ;n AS 41.21.491(a);

(2) emphasize and manage recreational uses and associated devel —

opment activities in the unit; and

(3) maintain and enhance the fishery and wildlife habitat in the

unit.
* Sec. 2. AS 41.21 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 41,21.491. WILLOW CREEK STATE RECREATION AT"\. (a) The
surface es-tate in the land and water owned by the state as of the
effective date of this Act and all land and water acquired by the
state in the future, including shore and submerged land, 1lying within
the parcels described in this subsection is designated as the Willow
Creek State Recreation Area:

Township 19 North, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian

Section 5: Lot 3, Lot 4, SI/2NE1/4NE1/4, SET/4NW1/4NEL1/4,
SW1/4NEL1/4, N1/2NW1/4SE1/4, S1/2NW1/4
Section 6: Lot 3, Lot 4, Lot 5, SE1/4NW1/4
Township 19 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian
Section 1: SE1/4, WIl/2, Tract A, Tract B, Tract C

Section 2

-1- SCS CSHB 635(Res)
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Section 3: NI/2
Township 20 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian
Section 34
Section 35
Section 36: S1/2

(b) The Department of Natural Resources may agree to manage land
owned by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough that 1is within the parcels
described in (a) of this section and that 1is designated by ordinance
or resolution of the borough as a part of theWillow Creek State
Recreation Area.

(c) Subject to valid existing rights, the land and water de—
scribed in (a) of this section are designated as a special purpose
area under art. VIIl, sec. 7, Constitution of the State of Alaska.

(d) Except for oil and gas leasing under AS 38.05.180, the
mineral estate in the state-owned land and water described 1in (a) of
this section is closed to mineral entry under AS 38.05.181 - 38.05.-
280.

Sec. 4-1.21.492. DESIGNATION OF MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES. (a)
The land and water described in AS 41.21.491(a) and the land and water
owned by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and designated by the borough
under AS 41.21.491(b) a :e assigned to the Department of Natural Re-—
sources for control, maintenance, and development, consistent with the
purposes of AS 41 21.491 - 41.21.496.

(b) Nothing in AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.496 affects the responsibil—
ities of

1) the Department of Fish and Game, the Board of Fisher—
ies, or the Board of Game under AS 41.99.010 and AS 16;
(2) the Department of Environmental Conservation under

AS 46.03; or

SCS CSHB 635(Res) -2-
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3) state agencies and municipalities under
145(Ca) (11) and AS 46.40.100.

Sec. 41.21.493. COMPREHENSIVE MANAGE*ANT PLAN. The commissioner
shall develop and adopt and may revise a comprehensive management plan
for the Willow Creek State Recreation Area with the concurrence of the
Matanuska-Susitna Borough. Each management plan adopted or revised by
the commissioner under this section shall be submitted to the legisla—
ture for 1its review at the first regular session to convene after the
adoption or revision.

Sec. 41.21.494. REGULATIONS. The commissioner shall adopt
regulations under the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62) that are
necessary to achieve the purposes of AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.496 and to
implement the plan adopted under AS 41.21.493. The regulations shall

(1) designate incompatible uses and prohibit or restrict
them;

(2) allow road, railroad, and utility crossing of Willow
Creek so as tominimize disturbance to the river®s habitat and scenic
and recreation values;

(3) allow fishery rehabilitation or enhancement practices
under terms that are compatible with AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.496;

(4) allow the legal taking of fur-bearing animals; and

(5) allow for hunting, except where it must be prohibited
for reasons of public safety.

Sec. 41.21.495. COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS. The commis—
sioner may enter into cooperative management agreements with a federal
agency, a municipality, another state agency, or a private landowner
to achieve the purposes of AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.496.

Sec. 41.21.496. CIVIL ENFORCEMENT. In addition to any other

remedy provided by law, the attorney general may seek an injunction

-3- SCS CSHB 635(Res)
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and damages, at the request of the commissioner, for a violation of a
regulation adopted under AS 41.21.494 or a regulation that is applica—
ble to the Willow Creek State Recreation Area established under

AS 41.21.491.

* Sec. 3. The commissioner of natural resources shall adopt the compre—

hensive management plan under AS 41.21.493, enacted by sec. 2 of this Act,

within two years after the effective date of this Act.

*

Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately 1in accordance with AS 01.-

10.070(c) .

SCS CSHB 635(Res)
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Offered: 3/5/86
Referred: Finance

Original sponsor: Larson

IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 635 (Resources)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the Villlow Creek State Recre-—
ation Area; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act 1is to:
(1) designate as a state recreation area the land and water
described in AS 41.21.491(a);
(2) emphasize and manage recreational uses and associated devel —
opment activities in the unit; and

(3) maintain and enhance the fishery and wildlife habitat in the

* Sec. 2. AS 41.21 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 41.21.491. WILLOW CREEK STATE RECREATION AREA. (a) The
surface estate in the land and water owned by the state as of the
effective date of this Act and all land and water acquired by the
state in the future, including shore and submerged land, lying within
the parcels described in this subsection is designated as the Willow
Creek State Recreation Area:

Township 19 North, Range 4 West, Seward Meridian

Section 5: Lot 3, Lot 4, S1/2NE1/4NE1/4, SE1/4NW1/4NEL1/4,
SW1/4NE1/4, N1/2NW1/4SE1/4, S1/2NW1/4
Section 6: Let 3, Lot 4, Lot 5, SE1/4NW1/4
Township 19 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian
Section 1: SE1/4, WI1/2, Tract A, Tract B, Tract C

Section 2

-1- CSB 635(Res)
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Section 3: NIZ2
Township 20 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian
Section 34
Section 35
Section 36: Sl1/2

(b) The Department of Natural Resources may agree to manage land
owned by the Matanuslca-Susitna Borough that is within the parcels
described in (a) of this section and that is designated by ordinance
or resolution of the borough as a part of the Willow Creek State
Recreation Area.

(c) Subject to valid existing rights, the land and water de-
scribed in (a) of this section are designated as a special purpose
area under art. VIIl, sec. 7, Constitution of the State of Alaska.

(d) Except for oil and gas leasing under AS 38.05.180, the
mineral estate in the state-owned land and water described in (a) of
this section is closed to mineral entry under AS 38.05.181 - 38.05.-
280.

Sec. 41.21.492. DESIGNATION OF MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES. (a)
The land and water described in AS 41.21.491(Ca) and the land and water
owned by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and designated by the borough
under AS 41.21.491(b) are assigned to the Department of Natural Re-
sources for control, maintenance, and development, consistent with the
purposes of AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.497.

(b) Nothing in AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.497 affects the responsibil-
ities of

(€9) the Department of Fish and Game, the Board of Fisher-
ies, or the Board of Game under AS 41.99.010 and AS 16;
(2) the Department of Environmental Conservation wunder

AS 46.03; or

CSHB 635(Res) -
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(3) state agencies and municipalities under AS 44.19.-
145(a) (11) and AS 46.40.100.

Sec. 41.21.493. COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN. The COﬁmissioner
shall develop and adopt a comprehensive management plan for the Willow
Creek State Recreation Area with the <concurrence of the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough.

Sec. 41.21.494. REGULATIONS. The commissioner shall adopt
regulations under the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62) that are
necessary to achieve the purposes of AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.497 and to
implement the plan adopted under AS 41.21.493. The regulations shall

(1) designate incompatible uses and prohibit or restrict
them;

(2) allow road, railroad, and utility crossing of Willow
Creek so as to minimize disturbance to the river®s habitat and scenic
and recreation values;

(3) allow fishery rehabilitation or enhancement practices
under terms that are compatible with AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.497;

(4) allow the legal taking of fur-bearing animals; and

(5) allow for hunting, except where it must be prohibited
for reasons of public safety.

Sec. 41.21.495. ADDITIONAL LAND. (a) The commissioner may
acquire, 1in the name of the state, title to or an interest in land or
improvements on land that is adjacent to or within the boundaries of
the Willow Creek State Recreation Area 1in order to achieve the pur-
poses of AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.497. This acquisition may be 1y lease,
purchase, exchange under AS 38.50, bequest, gift, or other lawful
means, but not by eminent domain.

(b) The commissioner may adjust the boundaries of the Willow

Creek State Recreation Area under AS 38.05.295 - 38.05.300 by adding

3 CSHB 635 (Res)
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Sec. 41.21.496. COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS. The commis-
sioner may enter into cooperative management agreements with a federal
agency, a municipality, another state agency, or a private landowner
to achieve the purposes of AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.497.

Sec. 41.21.497. CIVIL ENFORCEMENT. In addition to any other
remedy provided by law, the attorney general may seek an injunction
and damages, at the request of the commissioner, for a violation of a
regulation adopted under AS 41.21.494 or a regulation that is applica-
ble to the Willow Creek State Recreation Area established under
AS 41.21.491.

Sec. 3. The commissioner of natural resources shall adopt the compre-

hensive management plan under AS 41.21.493, enacted by sec. 2 of this Act,

within two years after the effective date of this Act.

*

Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-

10.070(c).

3B 635(Res) 4
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Bradlev
4/26/86

Original sponsor: Larson

IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 635 (Resources)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the Willow Creek State Recre—
ation Area; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to:

D) designate as a state recreation area the Jland and water

described in AS 41.21.491(a);

(2) emphasize and manage recreational uses and associated devel —

opment activities 1in the unit; and

(3) maintain and enhance the fishery and wildlife habitat in the

unit.
* Sec. 2. AS 41.21 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 41.21.491. WILLOW CREEK STATE RECREATION AREA. (a) The
surface es-tate in the land and water owned by the state as of the
effective date of this Act and all land and water acquired by the
state in the future, including shore and submerged land, 1lying within
the parcels described in this subsection 1is designated as the Willow
Creek State Recreation Area:

Township 19 North, Range I(West, Seward Meridian

Section 5: Lot 3, Lot 4, SI/2NE1/4NE1/4, SE1/4NW1/4NEL1/4,
SW1/4NE1/4, N1/2NW1/4SE1/4, S1/2NW1l/4
Section 6: Lot 3, Lot 4, Lot 5, SE1/4NW1/4
Township 19 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian
Section 1: SE1/4, W1/2, Tract A, Tract B, Tract C

Section 2

~1- SCS CSHB 635(Res)
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Section 3: N1/2
Township 20 North, Range 5 West, Seward Meridian
Section 34
Section 35
Section 36: S1/°2

(b) The Department of Natural Resources may agree to manage land
owned by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough that 1is within the parcels
described in (a) of this section and that 1is designated by ordinance
or resolution of the borough as a part of the Willow Creek State
Recreation Area.

(c) Subject to valid existing rights, the land and water de—
scribed in (@) of this section are designated as a special purpose
area under art. VIIIl, sec. 7, Constitution of the State of Alaska.

(d) Except for oil and gas leasing under AS 38.05.180, the
mineral estate in the state-owned land and water described in (a) of
this section is closed to mineral entry under AS 38.05.18/ - 38.05.-
27" .S
2-80.

Sec. 4-1.21.492 . DESIGNATION OF MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES. (a)
The land and water described in AS 41.21.491(a) and the land and water
owned by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and designated by the borough
under AS 41.21.491(b) are assigned to the Department of Natural Re—
sources Tfor control, maintenance, and development, consistent with the
purposes of AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.496.

(b) Nothing in AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.496 affects the responsibil—
ities of

¢D) the Department of Fish and Game, the Board of Fisher—
ies, or the Board of Game under AS 41.99.010 and AS 16;

(2) the Department of Environmental Conservation under

AS 46.03; or

SCS CSHB 635(Res) —2-
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(3) state agencies and municipalities under AS 44.19.-
145(a)(11) and AS 46.40.100.

Sec. 41.21.493. COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN. The commissioner
shall develop and adopt and may revise a comprehensive management plan
for the Willow Creek State Recreation Area with the concurrence of the
Matanuska-Susitna Borough. Each management plan adopted or revised by
the commissioner under this section shall be submitted to the legisla—
ture for its review at the first regular session to convene after the
adoption or revision.

Sec. 41.21.494. REGULATIONS. The commissioner shall adopt
regulations under the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62) that are
necessary to achieve the purposes of AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.496 and to
implement the plan adopted under AS 41.21.493. The regulations shall

(1) designate incompatible uses and prohibit or restrict
them;

(2) allow road, railroad, and utility crossing of Willow
Creek so as to minimize disturbance to the river®s habitat and scenic
and recreation values;

(3) allow fishery rehabilitation or enhancement practices
under terms that are compatible with AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.496;

(4) allow the legal taking of fur-bearing animals; and

(5) allow for hunting, except where it must be prohibited
for reasons of public safety.

Sec. 41.21.495. COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT AGREEMENTS. The commis—
sioner may enter into cooperative management agreements with a federal
agency, a municipality, another state agency, or a private landowner
to achieve the purposes of AS 41.21.491 - 41.21.496.

Sec. 41.21.496. CIVIL -ENFORCEMENT. In addition to any other

remedy provided by Jlaw, the attorney general may seek an 1injunction
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and damages, at the request of the commissioner, for a violation of a
regulation adopted under AS 41.21.494 or a regulation that is applica—
ble to the Willow Creek State Recreation Area established wunder
AS 41.21.491.
* Sec. 3. The commissioner of natural resources shall adopt the compre—
hensive management plan under AS 41.21.493, enacted by sec. 2 of this Act,
within two years after the effective date of this Act.

*

Sec. 4. This Act takes effect immediately 1in accordance with AS 01.-

10.070(c) .
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