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M E M O R A N D U M  M a y  6, 1986

TO: A l l  M e m b e r s
Senatdi R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

F ROM: S t a f f , ' S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

RE: H B  312 E s t a b l i s h i n g  +-’ - D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l
H a b i t a t  A r e a

H B  312 e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  n e a r  
G u s t a v u s ,  A l a s k a .  T h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  d e s i g n a t i o n  is 
f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s a n d h i l l  cranes.

T h e  h a b i t a t  a r e a  s h a l l  b e  m a n a g e d  u n d e r  a p l a n  p r e p a r e d  b y  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y .

T h e r e  a r e  n o  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  c o n t a i n e d  in SCS H B  312 
( C & R A ) . T h e r e  a r e  640 a c r e s  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  
C & R A  CS in  t w o  s e p a r a t e  p a r c e l s  (see m a p ) .

T h e r e  is a z e r o  f i s c a l  note.

E n c l o s u r e s :
F i s c a l  n o t e
H o u s e  L e t t e r  of  I n t e n t  
M e m o  f r o m  Rep. G o l l  w i t h  m a p  
L e t t e r  f r o m  D N R  w i t h  d e s c r i p t i o n  
B r i e f i n g  p a p e r  f r o m  Rep. G o l l  
B i l l  a n a l y s i s  f r o m  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  
L e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  H B  312
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HB 312

D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A

L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t

It is the i n t e n t  of  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  s u r f a c e  v e g e t a t i o n  
a n d  s o ils be m a i n t a i n e d  to p r e s e r v e  t h e  w e t l a n d s  n a t u r e  of  
t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  a n d  p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  to m i g r a t i n g  
l e s s e r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s .

In c r e a t i n g  the D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  Area, the 
L e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  i n t e n d s  t h a t  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  o c c u r  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  h a r v e s t  
r e g u l a t i o n s  as e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  the B o a r d s  o f  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  
G ame. The f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c  u s e s  of  the a r e a  are r e c o g n i z e d  as 
h i s t o r i c  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l :  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  
h a r v e s t i n g ,  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  h i k i n g ,  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ,  and 
g r a z i n g .  It is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  th a t  the l i s t e d  
u s e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  u n l e s s  t h e y  are d e t e r m i n e d  to be 
i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  the p u r p o s e  for w h i c h  t h e  a r e a  is 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w i l l  c o n d u c t  
s p e c i f i c  fi.,t fi n d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  in G u s t a v u s ,  
p r i o r  to m a k i n g  f i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  
the li s t e d  u s e s  d u r i n g  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  o f  t h e  year.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  is to c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  G u s t a v u s  
in the p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  
for the D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A rea. In the e v e n t  t h a t  
the c o m m u n i t y  f orms a l o c a l  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  
o r  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a d v i s o r y  gr o u p ,  the D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  
w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h o s e  e n t i t i e s  in p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  the plan.

April 10, 1985



O ff ic ia l B u s in e s s

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s f a t u r e Pouch  V 
Ju n e au , A la sk a  99811

H ou se  o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  ph0ne
(9 07 ) 465- J24

Special Committee on Fisheries

M E M O R A N D U M A p r i l  7, 1 9 8 6

TO:

FROM:

S e n a t o r  Ed n a  D e V r i e s  
C h a i r m a n
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  Regionalx-Affaifrs 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t e r  G o l l

S U B J E C T :  P r o p o s e d  A m e n d m e n t  to C S H B  3 1 2 (Fin)

P a g e  2, line 2:

S e c t i o n  2: [Wl/2] N W1/4 

Page 2, l i n e s  3-7:

D e l e t e  all l a n g u a g e

C o m m e n t :  T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  r e m o v e s  all M e n t a l  He a l t h  T r u s t
L a n d s  from t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b itat A r e a .  
T h e  r e m a i n i n g  640 a c r e s  of  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  lands a r e  
c o n t a i n e d  in t w o  s e p a r a t e  p a r c e l s .
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B ftl SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

POUCHM
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 907-465-2400
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A p r i l  21, 1986

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  E d n a  D e V r i e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. Box V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s :

A t  y o u r  r e q u e s t  I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  for bo t h  
the m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a n d s  a n d  n o n - m e n t a l  h e a l t h  l a nds w i t h i n  
the p r o p o s e d  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r ea.

P l e a s e  let m e  k n o w  if t h e r e  is a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  I 
m i g h t  furnish.

C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: T h e  H o n o r a b l e  P e t e r  G o l l
D a v i d  W a l k e r  
J i m  G o t t s t e i n  
T o m  K o e s t e r  
T o m  H a w k i n s  
S a l l i  S l a u g h t e r

10-J9LH
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  A p r i l  18, 1986

L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n s  for HB 312 

M e n t a l  H e a l t h  Land:

T o w n s h i p  40 South, R a n g e  58 East, C R M

S e c t i o n 2, SWJ 160 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 3, A l l 640 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 9, All 640 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 10, Al l 640 a c r e s
S e c t i o n H i Wj, W j N E i 400 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 14, L o t  3, NWJ,

NjSWj, s w i s w i 323 a c r e s
S e c t i o n 15, Al l 640 a c r e s

T O T A L 3443 a c r e s

N o n  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  Land:

T o w n s h i p  40 South, R a n g e  58 E a st, C R M

S e c t i o n  2, NWj 160 a c r e s
S e c t i o n  16, Nj, SEj 480 a c r e s

T O T A L  640 a c r e s
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M E M O R A N D U M  M a r c h  6, 1986

TO:

FROM:

SUB J E C T :

D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A

L o c a t i o n

G u s t a v u s ,  A l a s k a

L a n d  S t a t u s

T h e r e  a r e  n o  i n - h o l d i n g s ;  t h e  p a r c e l  p r o p o s e d  for the 
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  is s t a t e - o w n e d  o r  s e l e c t e d .  M u c h  o f  the 
a c r e a g e  is m e n t a l  h e a l t h  lands; t h i s  i s s u e  is a d d r e s s e d  in 
p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  a n d  l e t t e r s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  the c o m m i t t e e .

H i s t o r y

T h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G u s t a v u s  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  on t h e  p r o p o s a l  
for the p a s t  t h r e e  ye a r s .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  s t a t u s  w a s  
s e l e c t e d  a f t e r  a c a r e f u l  r e v i e w  of  the a v a i l a b l e  land 
m a n a g e m e n t  opt i o n s .

T h e  c o n c e p t  w a s  e n d o r s e d  in a c o m m u n i t y - w i d e  J a n u a r y ,  1984, 
r e f e r e n d u m  b y  a 6 6-25 v o te. A  c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e s i d e n t  c i t i z e n s  
w a s  f o r m e d  to w o r k  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  and 
G a m e  to d e v e l o p  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  r e s u l t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  (House B i l l  312) a n d  a c c o m p a n y i n g  
l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  u n a n i m o u s  e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  the 
G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o n  M a r c h  4, 1985.

S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  Regioiialf'AXfairs C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t e r  

B r i e f i n g  P a p e r  for H o u s e  B i l l  312

Kegaronal( Afct 

G o l l

REPRESENTATIVE 

P E T E R  G O L L

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

H O U S E O F REPRESENTATIVES



P u r p o s e

T h e  w e t  m e a d o w  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e d g e  o f  the c o m m u n i t y  o f  
G u s t a v u s  is a m a j o r  r e s t i n g  a r e a  for t h e  P a c i f i c  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  a n n u a l  m i g r a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a  a n d  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .

R e s e a r c h  s h o w s  t h a t  h a l f  o r  m o r e  o f  the e n t i r e  P a c i f i c  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s  u s e s  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  
m e a d o w  d u r i n g  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  A p r i l - M a y  m i g r a t o r y  p e r i o d s .  
T h e  a d j a c e n t  n a t i o n a l  p a r k  is l i t t l e  u s e d  b y  t h e  cranes.

T h e  c r a n e  h a b i t a t  at G u s t a v u s  h a s  b e e n  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  in 
r e c e n t  y e a r s  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e f o r e s t a t i o n .  The 
p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  i n c l u d e s  the l a r g e s t  r e m a i n i n g  
b l o c k  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  area. T h e  w e t  m e a d o w  
f a v o r e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s  is v e r y  s u s c e p t i b l e  to a l t e r a t i o n  b y  
d r a i n i n g .  T h e  b i r d s  a l s o  a r e  v e r y  e a s i l y  d i s t u r b e d  b y  h u m a n  
p r e s e n c e .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  b y  G u s t a v u s  is d e s i g n e d  to 
g i v e  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  a u t h o r i t y  to 
m a n a g e  h u m a n  u s e s  o f  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  w e t  m e a d o w  to p r o t e c t  the 
h a b i t a t  n e e d e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  l e t t e r  of 
i n t e n t  a l s o  m a k e  it c l e a r  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  c o m p a t i b l e  h u m a n  u s e s  
w i l l  b e  a c c o m m o d a t e d .  T h e  l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a l s o  g i v e s  A D F & G  
c l e a r  d i r e c t i o n  to w o r k  in  c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  G u s t a v u s  
r e s i d e n t s  in  d r a f t i n g  a m a n a g e m e n t  plan.



STATE OF ALASKA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

B I L L  A N A L Y S I S

DEPARTMENT DIVISION BILL NUMBER SPONSOR

Fish and Game Habitat HB312 Goll, Duncan, Miller, Binkley
OEPARTMENT POSITION

Strongly;Support

prepareF by-̂ ^
Habitat Division/Debra Clausen

SUMMARY
OTHER AGENCIES AFFECTED BY BILL

Department of Natural Resources

CONSTITUENT GROUP(S) AFFECTED BY BILL

Community of Gustavus

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL

Community of Gustavus

ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL

None known

FISCAL IMPACT: [3 NONE □  FISCAL NOTE ATTACHED

BACKGROUND/LEGISLATIVE INTENT

The purpose of establishing the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area is to protect and enhance 
the wet meadow habitat that is the key roosting area for migrating lesser sandhill cranes, 
to protect lesser sandhill cranes, and for the continued public use and enjoyment of the 
area.

ANALYSIS OF BILL/PROGRAM EFFECTS

1. Establishes the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area.

2. Identifies the purpose for which the area is established.

3. Provides for the management of the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area including the 
development of a management plan.

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

None

01-009 (Rev. 12/83)

PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR ANALYSIS.
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G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  ''•%

P.O. Box 62 

Gustavus, Alaska 99826

F e b r u a r y  28, 1 9 8 6

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i , /
A s  y o u  are aware, the b i l l  for a n  act to e s t a b l i s h  the D u d e  C r e e k  
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  (CSHB 312) is t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d  M a r c h  6, at 
t h e  S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  &  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g .

I w o u l d  like t o  ta k e  this o p p o r t u n i t y  to e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p o o r t  
f o r  t h i s  bill. The c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  ^or the " c r a n e  
f l a t s "  i n  G u s t a v u s  is a d r e a m  w h i c h  w e  h o p e  to see r e a c h  f r u i t i o n  
t h i s  session. It b e g a n  as a g r a s s  r o ots m o v e m e n t  to p r o v i d e  l e g a l  
h a b i t a t  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  the s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  t h a t  r o o s t  here d u r i n g  
m i g r a t i o n .  F r a n k l y ,  t h i s  d i d  n o t  m e e t  w i t h  g e n e r a l  c o m m u n i t y  a p­
pr o v a l .  Wh a t  d e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h  a  p r o c e s s  of n e g o t i a t i o n  and c o m­
p r o m i s e  was a p r o p o s a l  that does m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  and w i s h e s  of most 
p e o p l e .  For e x ample, a n y  p r e v i o u s  u s e  o f  this land, i.e. p u b l i c  
access, h u n t i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t ,  g r a z i n g ,  etc. is a l l o w a b l e  a n d  
a s s u r e d  i n  the w o r d i n g  of this b i l ? -

The c o m m u n i t y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  m a j o r i t y  s u p p o r t  for this b i l l  i n  J a n­
uary, 1981i, in  a r e f e r e n d u m  b a l l o t  p o l i i n g  e v e r y  r e g i s t e r e d  vo t e r .  
T h e  r e s p o n s e  was 66 i n  f a v o r  and 25> o p p o s e d .  L a s t  year the Gust avus 
C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  e n d o r s e d  the b i l l .

I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  the c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w­
ing reasons:

1) it allows '‘or c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t i n g  us e s
2) it was c o n c e i v e d  w i t h i n  the comrr.mity and d e v e l o p e d  in tb.o 

spirit of c o m p r o m i s e
3) this l a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  

e c o n o m i c  t h e m e  i n  G u s t a - u s ,  i.e. r e c r e a t i o n ,  t o u r i s m  and 
r e s o u r c e  a t t r a c t i o n s .  I s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  wh a t  a p p e a r s  
as an i n t a n g i b l e  b e n e f i t  n o w  w i l l  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  as e c o n o­
mic s t i m u l a t i o n  for the c o m m u n i t y  in  Ih.- l o n g  run.

T h i s  b i l l  oh'Vrs G u s t a ^ m s  a p r o m i s e  of c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  access and 
e n d u r i n g  h a b i t a t  p r o t e c t i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  'or y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

W i l l i a m  H. T i p t o n  
P r e s i d e n t

irT / a m
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G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n
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F e b r u a r y  28, 1 9 8 6

S e n a t o r  E d n a  D e V r i e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, AIC 9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s ,

As  y o u  are aware, the b i l l  for a n  act to e s t a b l i s h  the D u d e  C r e e k  
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  (CSHB 312) is t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d  M a r c h  6, at 
the S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  &  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m i t  tee n e e  tine*

I w o u l d  like to takB -this o p p o r t u n i t y  to e n c o u r a g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  
f o r  this b i l l .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  for the " c r a n e  
flats" i n  G u s t a v u s  is a d r e a m  w e  h o p e  to  s e e  r e a c h  f r u i t i o n  this 
s e s s i o n .  It b e g a n  as a  g r a s s  r oots m o v e m e n t  to p r o v i d e  l e gal 
h a b i t a t  p r o t e c t i o n  for the s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  th a t  r o o s t  here d u r i n g  
m i g r a t i o n .  F r a n k l y ,  t h i s  d i d  not me e t  w i t h  g e n e r a l  c o m m u n i t y  a p­
pr o v a l .  W h a t  d e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h  a p r o c e s s  of n e g o t i a t i o n  and c o m­
p r o m i s e  was a p r o p o s a l  t h a t  does m e e t  the n e e d s  a n d  w i s h e s  o f  most 
p e o p l e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a n y  p r e v i o u s  use of this land, i.e. p u b l i c  
access, h u n t i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t ,  gr a z i n g ,  etc. is a l l o w a b l e  and 
a s s u r e d  in the w o r d i n g  of this b i l l .

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  m a j o r i t y  s u p p o r t  f o r  th i s  b i l l  i n  J a n­
uary, 1981j., in a r e f e r e n d u m  b a l l o t  p o l l i n g  e v e r y  r e g i s t e r e d  vo t e r .  
T h e  r e s p o n s e  w a s  66 i n  f a v o r  and 2 £  o p p o s e d .  L a s t  y e a r  the G u s t a v u s  
C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  e n d o r s e d  the b i ll.

I s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  for the f o l l o w­
ing  rea s o n s :

1) it allows c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t i n g  us e s
2) it w a s  c o n c e i v e d  w i t h i n  the c o m m u n i t y  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  i n  the 

s p i r i t  of  c o m p r o m i s e
3) th i s  l a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the d e v e l o p i n g  

e c o n o m i c  theme in G u s t a v u s ,  i.e. r e c r e a t i o n ,  t o u r i s m  and 
r e s o u r c e  a t t r a c t i o n s .  I s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e  that w h a t  a p p e a r s  
to be i n t a n g i b l e  b e n e f i t  n o w  w i l l  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  as e c o n o­
mic s t i m u l a t i o n  for the c o m m u n i t y  i n  the l o n g  run.

T h i s  b i l l  of f e r s  G u s t a v u s  a p r o m i s e  of c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  ac c e s s  and 
e n d u r i n g  h a b i t a t  p r o t e c t i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

P r e s i d e n t

W T / a m



Gourmet Quality Alaskan Seafoods 
P .O . Box 63 •  Gustavus, A laska 99826 * (9 07 ) 697-2246

M a r c h  2, 19 8 6

S e n a t o r  E d n a  D e V r i e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s :

This l e t t e r  is in r e g a r d  to C S H B  312, the D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  
H a b i t a t  Area. I a m  s t r o n g l y  in f a v o r  o f  this b i l l  b e c a u s e  it w i l l  
p r o v i d e  f o r  the c o n t i n u a t  i.on of e x i s t i n g  u s e s  of this land, m a i n l y  
h u n t i n g  and h i k i n g .  It also c o m p l i m e n t s  the d e v e l o p i n g  to-urist 
i n d u s t r y  locally, and I k n o w  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  s c h e d u l e  t h e i r  
v i s i t s  to G u s t a v u s  w h e n  t h e y  are mo s t  l i k e l y  to see s a n d h i l l  cranes.

F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  I h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  at c o m p i l i n g  a h i s t o r y  
of G u s t a v u s ,  and I h a v e  r e c o r d s  o f  a f a m i l y  w h i c h  v i s i t e d  r e l a t i v e s  
i n  Gus bavus e a c h  f a l l  i n  o r d e r  that t h e y  c o u l d  h u n t  ^  g e o 3 e  o n  the 
flats here. They d i d  so for some f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  u n t i l  1939, w h e n  
t h e y  m o v e d  h e r e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w h e n  a p o r t i o n  of G u s t a v u s  w h i c h  
h a d  b e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  into G l a c i e r  B a y  N a t i o n a l  M o n u m e n t  (in 1 939) 
w a s  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  M o n u m e n t  i n  1955, the A l a s k a  D a i l y  E m p ire s t a t e d  
that "the n e w  r e l a a s e  is ... i m p o r t a n t  i n  th a t  a l a r g e  a r e a  has b e e n  
t h r o w n  o p e n  to d u c k  h u n t e r s  for the f i r s t  time in 16 y e a r s . "

L a s t  year, i n  a suite’ against the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  C h a r l e s  and 
D o r o t h y  D e B o e r  w e r e  a w a r d e d  about 1 0 0  a c r e 3  of l a n d  a l o n g  and east 
of  t h e  S a l m o n  Ri v e r .  The l a n d  is l a r g e l y  ti d a l ,  and is b i s e c t e d  
b y  a S t a t e  m a i n t a i n e d  r o ad. This was the most p o p u l a r  h u n t i n g  a r e a  . 
(duck and ge e s e )  i n  G u s t a v u s  and I u s e d  to h u n t  there often. N o w  
the l a n d  is p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ,  a d  h u n t i n g  (or berrypiclcing o r  h i k i n g )  
is w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  only. T h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  
w o u l d  p r ovide, in  p e r p e t u i t y ,  a p l a c e  where the p u b l i c  c o u l d  be 
sure it w a s  w e l c o m e .

I hope t h a t  I a m  not s h o r t - c h a n g i n g  the c r a n e s .  T h e y  are 
c e r t a i n l y  a n  a s set h ere, a n d  I b e l i e v e  t h e y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  the local 
q u a l i t y - o f - l i f e . M y s e l f ,  I k n o w  it is s p r i n g  w h e n  I l o o k  at the 
c a l e n d e r ,  b u t  I k n o w  it m o r e  c e r t a i n l y  w h e n  I h e r e  the c r a n e s  a r r i v i n g .



F e b r u a r y  28, 1S86

E d n a  D e V r i e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, Ak. 9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s :

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of 
C S H B  312- (Dude C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  Area) w h e n  it 
comes: b e f o r e  the S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  and R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
C o m m i t t e e .

This b i l l  c r o w n s  a n  e f f o r t  b y  the G u s t a v u s  c o m m u n i t y  to 
e n s u r e  a p l a c e  f o r  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  in our future, w h i l e  
p r o t e c t i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  u s e s  t h a t  are c o m p a t a b l e  w i t h  
this goal. A  66 - 25 r e f e r e n d u m  vote t a k e n  two years 
ago, a n d  overwheliiiing/ypositive t e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  the 
H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  last y e a r  b o t h  d e m o n s t r a t e  
the d e g r e e  of l o c a l  su p p o r t .

i ?
B o x  94
G u s t a v u s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 2 6
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1 IN THE HOUSE
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Tjy the finance committee
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 31.2 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL
L r ( l  J W

1 1 * *  7 J ^^ y -* *  6r _£oaf-an'"Act en titled : "An Act establishing the Dude Creek C rit ic a l Habitat

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17

18
19
20 
21 
22
23
24
25
26
27
28 
29

7 Area."
8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
9 *  Section 1. AS 16.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 16.2.0.231. DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA. (a ) The
purpose of the Dude Creek C rit ic a l Habitat Area is  the protection and
enhancement of the wet meadow habitat that is the key roosting area
fo r migrating lesser sandhill cranes, fo r the protection o f lesser 
sandhill cranes, and fo r the continued public use and enjoyment of the 
area.

(b) The Dude Creek C rit ic a l Habitat Area described in (d) of 
this section sha ll be managed under a management plan prepared by the 
Department of Fish and Game in consultation with the community of 
Gustavus and approved by the Board of Game.

(c) The Department o f Fish and Game sha ll manage hunting, f is h ­
ing, and trapping within the Dude Creek C ritic a l Habitat Area. The 
Department of Fish and Game sha ll permit public access, grazing, 
firewood harvesting, w ild life  viewing, hiking, and berry picking under 
the management plan adopted under (b) of this section to the extent 
that the ac tiv it ie s  are compatible with the purpose fo r which the Dude 
Creek C ritic a l Habitat Area was established.

(d) The state-owned land and water within the following de­
scribed parcels are designated as the Dude Creek C rit ic a l Habitat 
Area:

-1- CSHB  3 1 2 (Fin)



1 Township 40 South, Range 58 East, Copper River Meridian
2 Section 2: Wl/2
3 Section 3
4 Sections 9 - 1 0
5 Section 11: W1/2NE1/4, Wl/2
6 Section 14: Lot 3, NW1/4, N1/2SW1/4, SW1/4SW1/4
7 Section 15
8 Section 16: N l/2, SE1/4

CSHB 3 1 2 (Fin) -2-



* Sec. 2. The Department of Natural Resources 
will identify and appraise any mental health trust 
lands included in the parcels described in AS 16.20.031 
(d) above. The Department of Natural Resources will 
then identify and appraise suitable state general grant 
lands of equal value to replace the appraised mental 
health trust lands. Upon identification and appraisal 
of the replacement general grant lands, the mental 
health trust lands within the parcels described in 
subsection (d) of section 1 above shall be included in 
the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, and the 
replacement general grant lands thereafter shall be 
managed by the Department of Natural Resources as 
mental health trust lands. The commissioner of natural 
resources shall ensure that at the time of the 
appraisal the replacement lands for the mental health 
lands to be included in the Dude Creek Critical Habitat 
Area have at least equal potential for generating 
revenues as the mental health trust lands contained in 
the parcels described in AS 16.20.031 (d) above. The 
provisions of AS 38.05.945 are applicable to the 
designation of general grant lands as replacement lands 
for the mental health trust lands included in the Dude 
Creek Critical Habitat Area.

Page 2 , add a new s e c t io n  to  re a d :
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Letter of Intent

It is the intent of the Legislature that surface vegetation 
and soils be maintained to preserve the wetlands nature of 
the critical habitat area and provide protection to migrating 
lesser sandhill cranes.

In creating the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, the 
Legislature also intends that hunting, fishing and trapping 
activities will continue to occur in accordance with harvest 
regulations as established by the Boards of Fisheries and 
Game. The following public uses of the area are recognized as 
historic and traditional: wildlife viewing, firewood 
harvesting, public access, hiking, berry picking, and 
grazing. It is the intent of the Legislature that the listed 
uses will continue unless they are determined to be 
incompatible with the purpose for which the area is 
established. The Department of Fish and Game will conduct 
specific fact finding, including public hearings in Gustavus, 
prior to making final determination of the compatibility of 
the listed uses during various times of the year.

The Department is to consult with the community of Gustavus 
in the preparation and implementation of a management plan 
for the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area. In the event that 
the community forms a local fish and game advisory committee 
or a critical habitat advisory group, the Department will 
work closely with those entities in preparation of the plan.

DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

O FFIC E  O F THE COMMISSIONER

March 4, 1986

The Honorable Edna DeVries 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator DeVries:

I am writing to provide the department's position relative 
to the .amendments proposed by the sponsor for HB 312, 
creating the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, which is 
scheduled for hearing in your committee on Thursday, March 
6, 1986.

This substitute requires that the commissioner replace the
3,000 acres of mental health land inside the unit with an 
equal value of suitable general grant land elsewhere. In 
making this replacement, the commissioner must ensure that 
the replacement lands have at least an equal potential as 
the mental health lands to generate revenue. Inclusion of 
this provision in this bill would not impose a burden upon 
the department.

The department further agrees that in the event HB 312 
passes with the amendments proposed by Representative Goll 
and provided that settlement has not been reached in the 
mental health lands case, Weiss v. A l a s k a , the department 
will seek to implement the following arrangement concerning 
the required land appraisals with the plaintiffs and 
intervenors: Within the constraints of the Administrative
Procedures Act, (1) the department will obtain an agreement 
with the plaintiffs and intervenors as to the criteria for 
selection of an independent appraiser; and (2) departmental 
appraisal instructions provided to the appraiser will be 
agreed upon by the state and attorneys for the plaintiffs 
and intervenors. Failing to reach agreement on these 
issues, the court will be asked to review the criteria for 
selection of an appraiser and issuance of instructions for 
an appraisal.

Sincerely, • ’

Robert D. Arnold 
Deputy Commissioner

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

POUCHM
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 907-465-2400

cc: Representative Goll
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HEntltTMEIVT OK NATURAL RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

POUCHM
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 907-465-2400

Arrt * 2 U5Hi>

April 21, 1986

The Honorable Edna DeVries 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator DeVries:

At your request I have enclosed legal descriptions for both 
the mental health lands and non-mental health lands within 
the proposed Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area.

Please let me know if there, is additional information I 
might furnish. .

Commissioner

cc: The Honorable Peter Goll
David Walker 
Jim Gottstein 
Tom Koester 
Tom Hawkins 
Salli Slaughter



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Legal Descriptions for HB 312

A p r i l  1 8 , 1986

Mental Health Land:

Township 40 South, Range 58 East, CRM

Section 2, swj 160 acres
Section 3, All 640 acres
Section 9, All 640 acres
Section 10, All 640 acres
Section 11/ WJ, WjNEj 400 acres
Section 14, Lot 3, N W j ,

NjSWi, SWJSWJ 323 acres
Section 15, All 640 acres

TOTAL 3443 acres

Non Mental Health Land:

Township 40 South, Range 58 East, CRM

Section 2, NWj 160 acres
Section 16, N$, SEi 480 acres

TOTAL 640 acres



\\

Otiic ia l Bus in ess

is>tate Hegtelature
S e n a t e  

C o m m t t t e e  o n  
C o m m u n i t y  a n t i  R e g i o n a l  Q t i a i v t i

Members:
Senator Ferguson. Vice Chairman 

Senator Coghill 
Senator Sturgulewski 

Senator V. Fischer

Senator Edna DeVries. Chairman

Pouch V 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

M E M O R A N D U M

April 16, 1986

TO: Commissioner Wunnicke
Department of Natural Resources

FROM: Edna DeVries, Chair
Senate C&RA Committee

SUBJ: CS for HB 312 (Fin) An Act establishing the
Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area

This memorandum confirms a conversation this date between 
a member of my staff and Ned Farquhar, Legislative Liaison, 
Department of Natural Resources.

Please furnish the Committee the legal description of 
mental health lands within the proposed Dude Creek 
Critical Habitat Area.

This information is required from DNR for the record. 
Representative Peter Goll, sponsor of the bill, has 
requested the Senate C&RA to consider an amendment which 
would exclude mental health lands from the Habitat Area.

Your earliest response to this request would be most 
appreciated.

cc: Representative Goll



A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e
House of Representatives 

Sp ec ia l C om m itte e  on  F ish e rie s

Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Phone: 
(907) 465-4924

Official Business

M E M O R A N D U M April 7, 1986

TO: Senator Edna DeVries 
Chairman
Community and Regiona

FROM: Representative Peter

SUBJECT: Proposed Amendment to CSHB 3 1 2 (Fin)

Page 2, line 2:

Section 2: [Wl/2] NW1/4 

Page 2, lines 3-7:

Delete all language

Comment: This amendment removes all Mental Health Trust
Lands from the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area. 
The remaining 640 acres of general grant lands are 
contained in two separate parcels.
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Offic ia l Bus iness

Alaska i£>tate Uegtelature
S e n a t e  

C o m m it t e e  o n  
C o m m u n i t y  a n t r  R e g i o n a l  & f f a t r £

Members:
Senator Ferguson. Vice Chairman 

Senator Coghill 
Senator Sturgulewski 

Senator V. Fischer

Senator Edna DeVries. Chairman

Pouch V 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

March 12, 1986

To: Representative Peter Goll

From: Senator Edna DeVries, Chair
Community & Regional Affairs Committee

Subj: Dude Creek Critical Habitat Legislation

The State Senate is making every effort to balance the current State 
budget, as well as plan ahead for the major revenue shortfall the State 
will experience in FY 1987.

In this regard a decision has been made that no Mental Health Lands 
will be included in any new land withdrawals or land classifications/ 
reclassifications.

The Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area as proposed in CSHB 312 (fin) includes 
Mental Health Lands. My committee will not act on the bill as it is pre­
sently drafted.

If you desire to re-write the bill so that it excludes all lands classified 
"Mental Health", please let me know and I will work with you on getting 
a revised bill through my committee.

cc: Robert D. Arnold, Dep Commissioner, Dept Natural Resources
Senator Dick Eliason 
C&RA Committee Members:

Senator Coghill 
Senator Ferguson 
Senator Vic Fischer 
Senator Sturgulewski



%1
REPRESENTATIVE 
PETER GOLL

P O BOX V JUNEAU. ALASKA 93011 
(907) 465-4985

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k  a
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

M E M O R A N D U M  March 6, 1986

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

Location

Gustavus, Alaska

Land Status

There are no in-holdings; the parcel proposed for the 
critical habitat area is state-owned or selected. Much of the 
acreage is mental health lands; this issue is addressed in 
proposed amendments and letters submitted to the committee.

History

The residents of Gustavus have been working on the proposal 
for the past three years. The critical habitat status was 
selected after a careful review of the available land 
management options.

The concept was endorsed in a community-wide January, 1984, 
referendum by a 66-25 vote. A  committee of resident citizens 
was formed to work with the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game to develop proposed legislation.

The resulting legislation (House Bill 312) and accompanying 
letter of intent received the unanimous endorsement of the 
Gustavus Community Association on March 4, 1985.

Senate Community and Re^i-on^alfA^fairs Committee

IRepresentative Peter Goll 

Briefing Paper for House Bill 312

L-cmalj Atf,

L̂ M '



Purpose

The wet meadow at the western edge of the community of 
Gustavus is a major resting area for the Pacific population 
of Lesser Sandhill Cranes during their annual migration 
between western Alaska and southern California.

Research shows that half or more of the entire Pacific 
population of Leaser Sandhill Cranes uses the Dude Creek 
meadow during the September and Apri1-May migratory periods. 
The adjacent national park is little used by the cranes.

The crane habitat at Gustavus has been greatly reduced in 
recent years by development and natural reforestation. The 
proposed critical habitat area includes the largest remaining 
block of appropriate habitat in the area. The wet meadow 
favored by the cranes is very susceptible to alteration by 
draining. The birds also are very easily disturbed by human 
presence.

The proposed legislation requested by Gustavus is designed to 
give the Alaska Department of Fish and Game authority to 
manage human uses of the Dude Creek wet meadow to protect the 
habitat needed by the cranes. The legislation and letter of 
intent also make it clear that existing compatible human uses 
will be accommodated. The letter of intent also gives ADF&G 
clear direction to work in close cooperation with Gustavus 
residents in drafting a management plan.



Point Adolphus Seafoods
Gourmet Quality Alaskan Seafoods P.O. Box 63 • Gustavus, Alaska 99826 • (907) 697-2246

March 2, 1966

Senator Edna DeVries 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

D e a r  Senator DeVries:

Thi3 letter is in regard to CSHB 312, the Dude Creek Critical 
Habitat Area. I am strongly in favor of this bill because it will 
provide for the continuation of existing use3 of this land, mainly 
hunting and hiking. It also compliments the developing tourist 
industry locally, and I know of individuals who schednls their 
visits to G-ustavus when they are mo3t likely to see sandhill cranes,.

For several years I have b e e n  working at compiling a his tory 
of Gustavus, and I have records of a family which visited relatives 
in Gustavus each fall in order that they could hunt gg gec36 on the 
flats here. They did so for some fifteen years, until 1939> when 
they moved here. Additionally, w h e n  a portion of Gustavus which 
had b e e n  incorporated into Glacier Bay National Monument (in 1939) 
was removed from the Monument in 195>5> the Alaska Daily Empire stated 
that "the new relaase is ... important in that a large area has b e e n  
thrown open to duck hunters for the first time in 16 years."

Last year, in a suite’ against the State of Alaska, Charles and 
Dorothy DeBoer were awarded about 100 acres of land along and east 
of the Salmon River. The laid is largely tidal, and is bisected 
by a State maintained road. This was the most popular hunting area 
(duck and geese) in Gustavus and I used to hunt there often. Now 
the land is private property, ad hunting (or berrypiclcing or hiking) 
is w i t h  permission only. The Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area 
would provide, in perpetuity, a place where the public could be 
sure it was welcome.

I hope that I am not short-changing the cranes. They are 
certainly an asset here, and I believe they contribute to the local 
quality-of-life. Myself, I know it is spring w h e n  I look at the 
calender, but I know it more certainly when I here the cranes arriving.



G u s t a v u s  C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n
P.O. Box 62 Ait ■ ,ri

Gustavus, Alaska 99826
February 20, 19°6

Senator F d n a  DeVries 
Alaska State Legislature 
Potich V
Junean, A K  99011

Dear Senator DeVries,

As you are aware, the bill for an act t o  establish the Dude Creek 
Critical Habitat Area (CSIIB 312) is to be addressed March 6, at 
the Senate Community Regional Affairs C o m i t  tee nee tiny.

I would like to take this opportunity to encourage your support 
for this bill. The critical habitat designation '’or the "crane 
flats" in Gustavus is a dre a m  we hope to 3ee reach fruition this 
session. It began as a grass roots movement to provide legal 
habitat protection for the sandhill cranes that roost here during 
migration. Frankly, this did not meet with general community ap­
proval. What developed t h r ough a process of negotiation and c o m­
promise was a proposal that does meet the needs and wishes of most 
people. For example, any previous use of this land, i.e. public 
access, hunting, firewood harvest, grazing, etc. is allowable and 
assured in the wording of this bill.

The community demonstrated majority support for this bill in Jan­
uary, 1981}., in a referendum ballot polling every registered voter. 
The response was 66 in favor and 25 opposed. Last year the Gustavus 
Community Association endorsed the bill.

I strongly support the critical habitat designation for the follow­
ing reasons:

1) it allows continued existing uses
2) it was conceived w i t h i n  the community and developed in the 

spirit of compromise
3) this land classification is consistent with the developing 

economic theme in Gustavus, i.e. recreation, tourism and 
resource attractions. I sincerely believe that what appears 
to be intangible benefit now will manifest itself as econo­
mic stimulation for the community in the long run.

This bill offers Gustavus a promise of continued public access and 
endtiring habitat protection.

Thank y o u  for your consideration.

William M. Tipton 
President

W T / a m
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HB 312

' DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA
Letter of Intent

It is the intent of the Legislature that surface vegetation 

and soils be maintained to preserve the wetlands nature of 

the critical habitat area and provide protection to migrating 

lesser sandhill cranes.

In creating the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, the 

Legislature also intends that hunting, fishing and trapping 

activities will continue to occur in accordance with harvest 

regulations as established by the Boards of Fisheries and 

Game. The following public uses of the area are recognized as 

historic and traditional: wildlife viewing, firewood 

harvesting, public access, hiking, berry picking, and 

grazing. It is the intent of the Legislature that the listed 

uses will continue unless they are determined to be 

incompatible with the purpose for which the area is 

established. The Department of Fish and Game will conduct 

specific fact finding, including public hearings in Gustavus, 

prior to making final determination of the compatibility of 

the listed uses during various times of the year.

The Department is to consult with the community of Gustavus 

in the preparation and implementation of a management plan 

for the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area. In the event that 

the community forms a local fish and game advisory committee 

or a critical habitat advisory group, the Department will 

work closely with those entities in preparation of the plan.

-4 " ) URepresentative Dick Snultz, 
House Resources Committee 
A pril 10, 1985
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DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA: HB312
Even the modest growth and development around small towns can have big 
consequences fo r the w ild life  o f Alaska. The case o f Gustavus, in 
Southeast Alaska, is a good example. Half or more of the entire Pacific 
population of lesser sandhill cranes stop over in the Gustavus area during 
their Fall migration South. In years past, the cranes were dispersed over 
the whole Gustavus area, because wet meadows, their favorite habitat, 
were p lentifu l. But the construction o f the airport and main roads, 
combined with natural fo rest succession, have severely reduced the wet 
meadows in the area. These meadows provided the cranes with rich food 
fo r their migration, shallow water fo r roosting, v is ib ility  fo r protection 
from predators, and remoteness from human activity. Most of the 
migrating cranes now concentrate in the Dude Creek area Immediately 
west of Gustavus, one of the few areas where suitable meadows remain.
House B ill 312  would establisn the Dude Creek C ritical Habitat Area, fo r 
the protection and enhancement o f the cranes and o f the Dude Creek wet 
meadows, the key roosting area fo r the migrating cranes. The State owns 
almost a ll o f the meadows—about 4100  acres presently managed by the 
Department of Natural Resources. The rest o f tne land (160  acres) is 
federally owned. Under the b ill, the meadows would be open to public 
access, grazing, firewood harvesting, w ild life  viewing, hiking and berry 
picking, as long as those activ ites didn't harm the cranes or tneir habitat. 
The Department of Fish and Game would develop a plan in consultation 
with the community of Gustavus and approvtJ by the Board of Game fo r the management of the area.
Sim ilar e ffo rts  to protect the flyway o f the lesser sandhill cranes are 
being made in the four Pacific states, as w ell as in British Columbia. The 
concept of the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area was endorsed in a 
community-wide referendum in Gustavus in January 1984, by a 6 6 -2 5  vote. 
This b ill has subsequently received the unanimous endorsement of the 
Gustavus Community Association.
The Alaska Environmental Lobby supports HB312 with enthusiasm. The 
sandhill cranes that stop over in Gustavus travel nearly statewide.
Because of their distincitve p ro file , these handsome birds are often 
recognized at great distances as they fly . Although the c ritica l habitat 
area is in Gustavus, it benefits a ll o f Alaska.

Issue paper *5  prepared fo r the AEL by Brian Allen, 4 /8 /8 5
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J A M E S  B. G O T T S T E IN

ATTORNEY AT LAW
4 0 6  G S T R E E T . S U IT E  2 0 6  

A N C H O R A G E . A LA SKA  0 0 5 01  
1 9 0 7 1  2 7 4 - 7 6 0 6

April 22, 1986

Senator Edna DeVries 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Re: CSHB 312 (Fin)

Dear Senator DeVries:

On A p r i l  21, 1986 I r e c e i v e d  y o u r  A p r i l  16, 1986 lett e r  
requesting I provide you with legal descriptions of Mental Health 
lands within the proposed Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area. You 
should properly address this request to the Department of Natural 
Resources. It is my understanding that some 3,443 acres of 4,100 
acres initially proposed for the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area 
are Mental Health lands.

I am so r r y  that y o u r  S e n a t e  M a j o r i t y  C a u c a s  m a d e  the 
decision it did, because Representative Goll, the Department of 
Natural Resources, myself and David Walker had all worked out an 
approach to enable the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area to 
proceed with the original acreage proposed.

I w o u l d  like to p o i n t  out, h o w e v e r ,  that it is c r i t i c a l  t h a t  
the Interim Mental Health Trust Lands Commission be adequately 
funded to perform the required appraisals and audits on Mental 
Health lands. Otherwise, Mental Health lands could be in limbo 
for many years.

As always, I am available for any questions or comments.

cc: Representative Goll 
Bob Arnold 
David Walker

JBG/tvd



Township 40 South, Range 58 East, Copper River Meridian
2 Section 2: Wl/2
3 Section 3
4 Sections 9 - 1 0
5 Section 11: W1/2NE1/4, Wl/2
6 Section 14: Lot 3, NW1/4, N1/2SW1/4, SW1/4SW1/4
7 Section 15
8 Section 16: N l/2, SE1/4

CSHB 312(Fin) -2-
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Offered: 4/30/85
Referred: Rules

Original sponsors: G o ll, Duncan,M.M.Miller and Binkley

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 312 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL
For an Act en titled : "An Act establishing the Dude Creek C ritic a l Habitat

Area."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 16.20.231. DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA. (a) The 

purpose of the Dude Creek C rit ic a l Habitat Area is the protection and 
enhancement of the wet meadow habitat that is the key roosting area 
fo r migrating lesser sandhill cranes, fo r the protection of lesser 
sandhill cranes, and fo r  the continued public use and enjoyment of the 
area.

(b) The Dude Creek C rit ic a l Habitat Area described in (d) of 
th is section sha ll be managed under a management plan prepared by the 
Department of Fish and Game in consultation with the community o f 
Gustavus and approved by the Board of Game.

( c )  The Departmei.t o f Fish and Game sha ll manage hunting, f is h ­
ing, and trapping within the Dude Creek C ritic a l Habitat Area. The 
Department of Fish and Game sha ll permit public access, grazing, 
firewood harvesting, w ild life  viewing, hiking, and berry picking under 
the management plan adopted under (b) o f this section to the extent 
that the ac tiv itie s  are compatible with the purpose fo r which the Dude 
Creek C ritic a l Habitat Area was established.

(d) The state-owned land and* water within the following de­
scribed parcels are designated as the Dude Creek C ritic a l Habitat 
Area:

-1- CSHB 3 1 2 (Fin)



E M O R A N D U M A p r i l  4 , 1986

FROM: Rodger Painter

SUBJECT: Proposed Amendment to CSHB 3 1 2 (Fin)

TO: R e p re s e n ta t iv e  P e te r  G o l l

Page 2, after line 8, add a new bill section to read:

"* Sec. 2. The general grant lands described in AS 
16.20.231(d) shall be managed as a part of the Dude Creek 
Critical Habitat Area. The commissioner of natural resources 
shall identify and appraise the mental health trust land 
included in the parcels described in AS 16.20.231(d) as 
enacted in Sec. 1 of this Act. The commissioner also shall 
identify and appraise state general grant land of equal 
value to replace the appraised mental health trust land 
described in AS 16.20.231(d). The commissioner shall propose 
an exchange of the mental health trust land described in AS 
16.20.231(d) for the replacement general grant land to the 
Fifteenth Alaska Legislature by January 31, 1987."
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

O FFIC E  OF THE COM MISSIONER S
i

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

POUCHM
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PH ORE: 907-465-2400

March 4, 1986

The Honorable Edna DeVries 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s :

I am writing to provide the department's position relative 
to the amendments proposed by the sponsor for HB 312, 
creating the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, which is 
scheduled for hearing in your committee on Thursday, March 
6, 1986.

This substitute requires that the commissioner replace the
3,000 acres of mental health land inside the unit with an 
equal value of suitable general grant land elsewhere. In 
making this replacement, the commissioner must ensure that 
the replacement lands have at least an equal potential as 
the mental health lands to generate revenue. Inclusion of 
this provision in this bill would not impose a burden upon 
the department.

The department further agrees that in the event HB 312 
passes with the amendments proposed by Representative Goll 
and provided that settlement has not been reached in the 
mental health lands case, Weiss v. A l a s k a , the department 
will seek to implement the following arrangement concerning 
the required land appraisals with the plaintiffs and 
intervenors: Within the constraints of the Administrative
Procedures Act, (1) the department will obtain an agreement 
with the plaintiffs and intervenors as to the criteria for 
selection of an independent appraiser; an.d (2) departmental 
appraisal instructions provided to the appraiser will be 
agreed upon by the state and attorneys for the plaintiffs 
and intervenors. Failing to reach agreement on these 
issues, the court will be asked to review the criteria for 
selection of an appraiser and issuance of instructions for 
an appraisal.

Sincerely,

Robert D. Arnold 
Deputy Commissioner

cc: Representative Goll



P roposed  Amendments t o  CSHB 312

Page 1, Line 28, after the word "parcels" insert the 
following:

", except for any mental health trust lands,"

Page 2, add a new section to read:

* Sec. 2. The Department of Natural Resources 
will identify and appraise any mental health trust 
lands inclu ed in the parcels described in AS 16.20.031 
(d) above. Viie Department of Natural Resources will 
then identify and appraise suitable state general grant 
lands of equal value to replace the appraised mental 
hea .th trust lands. Upon identification and appraisal 
of the replacement general grant lands, the mental 
health trust lands within the parcels described in 
subsection (d) of section 1 above shall be included in 
the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, and the 
replacement general grant lands thereafter shall be 
managed by the Department of Natural Resources as 
mental health trust lands. The commissioner of natural 
resources shall ensure that at the time of the 
appraisal the replacement lands for the mental health 
lands to be included in the Dude Creek Critical Habitat 
Area have at least equal potential for generating 
revenues as the mental health trust lands contained in 
the parcels described in AS 16.20.031 (d) above. The 
provisions of AS 38.05.945 are applicable to the 
designation of general grant lands as replacement lands 
for the mental health trust lands included in the Dude 
Creek Critical Habitat Area.
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Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc.
20 4  N .  F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  3 J u n e au ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  9 0 7 - 5 8 6 - 2 3 4 5

DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA: HB312
Even the modest growth and development around small towns can have bi 
consequences fo r the w ild life  o f Alaska. The case of Gustavus, in 
Southeast Alaska, is a good example. Halv* or more of the entire Pacific 
population of lesser sandhill cranes stop over in the Gustavus area during 
their Fall migration South. In years past, the cranes were dispersed over 
the whole Gustavus area, because wet meadows, their favorite habitat, 
were p lentifu l. But the construction o f the airport and main roads, 
combined with natural fo rest succession, have severely reduced the wet 
meadows in the area. These meadows provided the cranes with rich food 
fo r their migration, shallow water fo r roosting, v is ib ility  fo r protection 
from predators, and remoteness from human activity. Most o f the 
migrating cranes now concentrate in the Dude Creek area immediately 
west of Gustavus, one of the few areas where suitable meadows remain.
House B ill 312 would establish the Dude Creek C ritical Habitat Area, fo r 
the protection and enhancement o f the cranes and o f the Dude Creek wet 
meadows, the key roosting area fo r the migrating cranes. The State owns 
almost a ll of the meadows—about 4100  acres presently managed by the 
Department of Natural Resources. The rest o f tne land (160  acres) is 
federa lly owned. Under the b ill, the meadows would be open to public 
access, grazing, firewood harvesting, w ild life  viewing, hiking and berry 
picking, as long as those activ ites didn't harm the cranes or tneir habitat. 
The Department of Fish and Game would develop a plan in consultation 
with the community of Gustavus and approved by the Board of Game fo r the management of the area.
S im ilar e ffo rts  to protect the flyway of the lesser sandhill cranes ar~ 
being made in the four Pacific states, as well as in British Columb a. The 
concept of the Dude Creek C ritical Habitat Area was endorsed in a 
community-wide referendum in Gustav us In January 1984, by a 6 6 -2 5  vote. 
This b ill has subsequently received the unanimous endorsement of the 
Gustavus Community Association.
The Alaska Environmental Lobby supports HB312 with enthusiasm. The 
sandhill cranes that stop over in Gustavus travel nearly statewide.
Because of their distincitve p ro file , these handsome birds are often 
recognized at great distances as they fly . Although the critica l habitat 
area is in Gustavus, it benefits a ll o f Alaska.

Issue paper * 5  prepared fo r the AEL by Brian Allen, 4 /8 /8 5
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Committee Meeting —  Thursday, March 5, 1986

CSHB 312 (Fin) An Act establishing the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area ^

. . . Representative Goll, bill sponsor, will propose 2 amendments ^
to the bill /
Proposed amendments; Ltr from Deputy Commissioner, Dept Natural Resources

Packet contains:

1) Briefing paper from Bill sponsor

2) Ltr from J. Gottstein on behalf of Alaska Mental Health Association

3) Bill analysis from Fish and Game

4) Letter of Intent attached by House Resources Committee

5) Fiscal note of $7500

6) Letters of support for HB 312 from community of Gustavus

a) Wm Tipton, President Gustavus Community Association
b) J. Mackovjak, Pt Adolphus Seafoods
c) G. Streveler
d) K. Boesser
e) G. Jensen
f) L. Jensen 
G) M. DuBoer



Offered: A/30/85
Referred: Rules

Original sponsors: G o ll, Duncan,M.M.Miller and Binkley

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 312 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL
For an Act en titled : "An Act establishing the Dude Creek C rit ic a l Habitat

Area."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.20 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Sec. 16.20.231. DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA. (a ) The 

purpose of the Dude Creek C rit ic a l Habitat Area is the protection and 
enhancement of the wet meadow habitat that is  the key roosting area 
fo r migrating lesser sandhill cranes, fo r  the protection o f Desser 
sandhill cranes, and fo r the continued public use and enjoyment of the 
area.

(b) The Dude Creek C rit ic a l Habitat Area described in (d) of 
th is section sha ll be managed under a management plan prepared by the 
Department of Fish and Game in consultation with the community of 
Gustavus and approved by the Board of Game.

(c ) The Department o f Fish and Game sh a ll manage hunting, fis h ­
ing, and trapping within the Dude Creek C rit ic a l Habitat Area. The 
Department of Fish and Game sha ll permit public access, grazing, 
firewood harvesting, w ild life  viewing, hiking, and berry picking under 
the management plan adopted under (b) of th is section to the extent 
that the ac tiv itie s  are compatible with the purpose fo r which the Dude 
Creek C ritica l Habitat Area was established.

(d) The state-owned land and water within the following de­
scribed parcels are designated as the Dude Creek C rit ic a l Htbitat 
Area:

-1- CSHB 312(Fin)



1 Township 40 South, Range 58 East, Copper River Meridian
2 Section 2: Wl/2
3 Section 3
4 Sections 9 - 1 0
5 Section 11: W1/2NE1/4, Wl/2
6 Section 14: Lot 3, HJ1/4, N1/2SW1/4, SW1/4SW1/4
7 Section 15
8 Section 16: N l/2, SE1/4

CSHB 3 1 2 (Fin) -2-



REPRESENTATIVE 
PETER GOLL

POUCH V JUNEAU. ALASKA 99011 (907) AG5-d923

S t a t  e  o  F  A  L  a  s  k  a

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

M E M O R A N D U M April 1, 1985

TO: House Resources Committee

FROM: Representative Peter Goll

SUBJECT: Briefing Paper for House Bill 312

DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

Location

Gustavus, Alaska

Land Status

There are no in-holdings; the parcel proposed for the 
critical habitat area is state-owned or selected.

History

The residents of Gustavus have been working on the proposal 
for the past three years. The critical habitat status was 
selected after a careful review of the available land 
management options.

The concept was endorsed in a community-wide January, 1984, 
referendum by a 66-25 vote. A committee of resident citizens 
was formed to work with the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game to develop proposed legislation.

The resulting legislation (House Bill 312) and accompanying 
letter of intent received the unanimous endorsement of the 
Gustavus Community Association on March 4, 1985.



P u r p o s e

The wet meadow at the western edge of the community of 
Gustavus is a major resting area for the Pacific population 
of Lesser Sandhill Cranes during their annual migration 
between western Alaska and southern California.

Research shows that half or more of the entire Pacific 
population of Lesser Sandhill Cranes uses the Dude Creek 
meadow during the September and April-May migratory periods. 
The adjacent national park is little used by the cranes.

The crane habitat at Gustavus has been greatly reduced in 
recent years by development and natural reforestation. The 
proposed critical habitat area includes the largest remaining 
block of appropriate habitat in the area. The wet meadow 
favored by the cranes is very susceptible to alteration by 
draining. The birds also are very easily disturbed by human 
presence.

The proposed legislation requested by Gustavus is designed to 
give the Alaska Department of Fish and Game authority to 
manage human uses of the Dude Creek wet meadow to protect the 
habitat needed by the cranes. The legislation and letter of 
intent also make it clear that existing compatible human uses 
will be accommodated. The letter of intent also gives ADF&G 
clear direction to work in close cooperation with Gustavus 
residents in drafting a management plan.
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March 5, 1986

The Honorable Edna DeVries 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: Admendent to HB 312

Dear Senator DeVries:

Representative Peter Goll has asked that I write you a 
letter regarding the position of the Alaska Mental Health 
Association et al, Intervenors in the Weiss v. State lawsuit 
regarding the attached (a) Amendment to HB 312, and (b) March 4, 
1986 proposed letter from Robert Arnold to yourself.

I must note that Mr. David T. Walker is also participating in the 
Mental Health Lands lawsuit as the attorney for the original 
Plaintiffs. Thus, you will probably want his reaction for the 
r e c o r d  as w e l l .  I h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  this m a t t e r  w i t h  him and I 
believe we are in complete accord.

T h i s  is to a d v i s e  you that we do not h a v e  any o b j e c t i o n  to 
the above referenced Amendment with the letter from Robert Arnold 
However in so stating I feel it is important to make two points. 
One, in the event that we cannot accept the appraisal, we of 
course, have the option to dispute it and two, ^nder general 
principles of the duties of fiduciaries, it does not appear why 
the State, as Trustee, w o u l d  e v e r  m a k e  a t r a d e  w h e r e  it was o n l y  
as well off as it was before, other than to be "a good guy".

Notwithstanding, the second point, we do not object to the 
proposed Amendment. However, if the language was changed so that 
the la n d s  to be r e c e i v e d  by the T r u s t  w o u l d  h a v e  to h a v e  " 
greater potential for generating revenues as the mental health 
trust lands contained in the parcels described in AS 16.20.031(d) 
above." I think we could wholeheartedly support it.

I hope this has been helpful to you. ^

Yours truly,

JBG:1s
cc: Representative Goll

David Walker 
G. Thomas Koester
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&laafea g>tate Hegtelature
S e n a t e  

C o m m i t t e e  o n  
C o m m u n i t y  a n t r  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s

M E M O R A N D U M

Senator Edna DeVries, Chairman 
M e m b e rs :

S e n a to r  F e rg u s o n . V ic e  C h a irm a n  
S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l 

S e n a t o r  S tu rg u le w s k i 
S e n a t o r  V, F is c h e r

P o u c h  V 
J u n e a u . A la s k a  99811

March 22, 1986

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:/ CS HB 312 (Fin) An Act establishing Dude Creek Critical 
I Habitat Area

/ CS SB SA) Election Campaign Financing & the APOC

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD March 6, 1986

nator Frank Ferguson, Vice Chair 
nator Arliss Sturgulewski 
.nator Jack Coghill 

Senator Vic Fischer

Committee Staff

Attached is a copy of the minutes of the subject committee meeting.



Senate Community & Regional Affairs 
Standing Committee 

March 6, 1986 
3:40 p.m.

Members Present:

Senator Edna DeVries, Chair 
Senator Frank Ferguson, Vice Chair 
Senator Jack Coghill 
Senator Vic Fischer 
Senator Arliss Sturgulewski

COMMITTEE CALENDAR

HB 312 An Act establishing Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area

CS HB 312 (Fin) An Act establishing Dude Creek Critical 
Habitat Area

WITNESS REGISTER

Rodger Painter
Aide to Representative Goll
Alaska Legislature
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Statement: Explained the purposes of HB 312.

Bruce Baker, Deputy Director
Habitat Division
Dept, of Fish and Game
PO Box 3-2000
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Phone: 465-4105
Statement: Supported HB 312.

Scott Highleyman
Alaska Environmental Lobby
204 N. Franklin, Ste. 3
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Phone 586-2345
Statement: Supported HB 312

Mike Vediner
Dept, of Natural Resources 
PO Box M
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
Phone: 465-2400
Statement: Supported bill and amendments proposed by
Representative Goll.
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PREVIOUS ACTION
T h is  was th e  f i r s t  C o n n itte e  h e a r in g  on HB 3 12 .

TAPE ONE SIDE ONE 
Number 000

A  meeting of the Community & Regional Affairs Committee was 
called to order at 3:40 p.m. with all member Senators 
present.

Number 016

Rodger Painter, Legislative Aide to Representative Goll, 
explained the purposes of CS HB 312 (Fin). The bill 
represents a land use decision by the community of Gustavus 
which was worked on with the Alaska Dept, of Fish and Game. 
He said the bill would allow for economic development of 
the tourism industry and also allows for existing uses such 
as grazing, berry picking and firewood cutting within the 
habitat area. The bill also provides that replacement 
mental health trust lands shall be of equal appraised value 
to the State mental health land in the habitat area.

Number 176

Bruce Baker, Habitat Division, Dept, of Fish and Game, 
supported of the bill. He said the bill would help a small 
community achieve goals it had identified.

Number 232

Scott Highleyman, Alaska Environmental Lobby, testified in 
support of the bill.

Number 287

Mike Vediner, Dept, of Natural Resources, supported the 
bill and the amendments proposed by Representative Goll.

Number 321

Senator Coghill asked if the bill set up a precedence to 
provide for a mental health trust land exchange everytime a 
wildlife refuge is established.

Number 332

Mike Vediner responded that in every instance the 
Department would not be in a position to agree that the 
State could locate and exchange land of a higher revenue 
generating capability for mental health land. The
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Department is comfortable that in this case it could be 
done.

Number 352

Senator Coghill commented that the mental health land issue 
throughout the State had not been resolved. He was 
concerned that resolution of the mental health trust lands 
problem was being addressed in a case by case fashion.

Number 382

Senator Sturgulewski was concerned that in the case of the 
subject bill it sets up future resolution of the mental 
health trust land and the value of replacement or exchanged 
land. She said an alternative was for nothing to happen 
until there's a resolution.

Number 400

Mike Vediner said the Department views the effect of the 
bill would be to contract with the money in the fiscal note 
for a fair market evaluation appraisal. "By the nature of 
the appraisal business, the Department will have to depend 
on that expert certifying that the numbers we receive for 
the replacement lands and the mental health lands are of 
equal value. Otherwise, we would have to come back before 
this body to finalize the replacement. In receiving that 
information from our appraiser we will be effectively..we 
will have effectively 2 pieces of ground with arguably 
equal revenue generating potential."

Number 425

Senator Sturgulewski said the bill does take some knowing. 

Number 439

Chair DeVries asked Mr. Vediner if the Department had a 
position on Mr. Gottstein's (attorney for the Alaska Mental 
Health Association etal) proposed language change to 
Representative G o l l 's amendment to the bill set forth in 
Mr. Gottstein's letter to her dated March 5, 1986. She 
gave him an opportunity to read the letter.

Number 456

Senator Coghill said, "we're sticking into statute 
something that's still transitory and hasn't been completed 
yet. I'm a little bit worried about it."

Number 468
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Mike Vediner said the specific language proposed by Mr. 
Gottstein would trouble the Department because it would 
effect an unequal value exchange and if that were the case 
the Department would have to bring the matter back before 
the Legislature.

Number 513

Chair DeVries asked and was told by Rodger Painter, 
Legislative Aide to Representative Goll/ that 
Representative Goll did not support the language proposed 
in Mr. Gottstein's letter. She stated the Committee would 
have a committee substitute bill prepared on HB 312.

Number 529

Chair DeVries announced that the Committee would continue 
its work session on SB 356, the election campaign financing 
bill.

Number 564

A v r u m  Gross reviewed the amendments previously adopted by 
t he Committee.

Number 570

There was general discussion as Amendment #2.

Number 599

Senator Vic Fischer moved an amendment to Amendment #2 to 
take out the 4 words, "solicits a contribution, and", on 
page 20, line 24, and explained what it would do.

Number 601

Discussion continued on Amendment #2.

Number 714

Chair DeVrd.es said that without objection Amendment #2 was 
adopted and asked the Committee to consider Amendment #7.

Number 740

Senator Vic Fischer moved the adoption of Amendment #7. 

Number 741

Chair DeVries said Amendment #7, without objection, had 
been adopted. She called the Committee's attention to 
Senator Fischer's Amendments 13, 14 and 15.
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Senator Vic Fischer explained that Amendment #13 would 
remove the $25,000 contribution limitation on PACs. He 
m o v e d  Amendment #13 and asked unanimous consent.

N u m b e r  800

T h e  Committee discussed Amendment #13.

N u m b e r  810

Cha i r  DeVries stated that Amendment #13, without objection, 
h a d  been adopted.

T A P E  1 SIDE 2 
N u m b e r  000

S u s a n  Burke explained the rationale for terminating final 
campaign reports on a specific date. She thought 30 days 
c a m e  closer to meeting the desired goal.

N u m b e r  004

S e n a t o r  Ferguson felt 30 days wasn't enough time for a 
g o v e r n o r 's r a c e .

N u m b e r  012

There was general discussion on reporting requirements in 
the bill.

N u m b e r  160

Senator Sturgulewski moved Amendment #14 with wording from 
S e n ator Fischer's and her proposed amendments and asked 
unanimous consent.

N u m b e r  162

Chair DeVries noted that without objection, Amendment #14 
was adopted.

N u m b e r  188

There was general discussion on Amendment #15.

N u m b e r  267

Senator Vic Fischer moved adoption of Amendment #15, page 
23, line 26, subsection (b), and asked unanimous consent.

Number 756

Number 270
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Number 416

Senator Coghill moved that the Committee rescind from its 
previous adoption of Amendment #11, which had changed the 
disclosure requirement from $250 to $100. He explained the 
reason for his motion.

Number 438

Chair DeVries called for a vote. There was 1 yea and 3 
nays and the motion failed.

Number 465

Senator Sturgulewski moved Amendment #16 which provided 
that wherever the bill said "$100 or more", it would read 
"more than $100".

Number 467

Amendment #16 was adopted without objection.

Number 503

Senator Sturgulewski moved the adoption of Amendment #17, 
regarding the filing of final election campaign reports, 
and asked unanimous consent.

Number 505

Amendment #17 was adopted without objection.

Number 507

There was general discussion on Amendment #18 concerning 
the certification of campaign reports.

Number 610

Senator Sturgulewski moved the adoption of Amendment #18 
and asked unanimous consent.

Number 611

Amendment #18 was adopted without objection.

Number 619

There was general discussion on a possible amendment to 
place a deadline for closing campaigns.

The Committee d is c u s s e d  Amendment # 16 .

Number 698
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Senator Coghill asked that a committee substitute bill 
incorporating the amendments be prepared for consideration 
when the Committee next considers the bill.

Number 700

Chair DeVries said the Committee substitute would be 
prepared.

Number 720

Senator Sturgulewski requested Avrum Gross and Susan Burke 
to check the substitute bill for any possible inconsisten­
cies resulting from the amendments.

Number 730

The meeting adjourned at 5:07 p.m.
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general grant Land, though th is estimate is  possib ly less accurate because we < 
not know where the replacement Land w i l l be located. These appraisa ls w i l l be 
performed under contract.



DEPARTMENT I D IV IS ION
Fish and Game Habitat

BILL NUMBER
HB312

SPON SO R
Goll, Duncan, Miller, Binkley

DEPARTMENT POSIT ION

Strongly7 S u p p o r t ^  ^  „
PREPARED  BY T t  v 4

Habitat Division/Debra Clausen
DATE

4/2/85

S U M M A R Y
OTHER A GENC IES AFFECTED  BY BILL

Department of Natural Resources

CONSTITUENT G RO UP IS ) AFFECTED BY B ILL

Community of Gustavus

ORGAN IZATIONAL SU PPO RT  FOR BILL

Community of Gustavus

ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSIT ION  TO BILL

None known

F ISCAL IMPACT: [ 3  NONE D  F ISCAL NOTE ATTACHED
BACKGROUND/LEG ISLATIVE INTENT

The purpose of establishing the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area is to protect and enhance 
the wet meadow habitat that is the key roosting area f migrating lesser sandhill cranes, 
to protect lesser sandhill cranes, and for the continued public use and enjoyment, of the 
area.

ANALYSIS OF B ILL/PROGRAM  EFFECTS

1. Establishes the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area.

2. Identifies the purpose for which the area is established.

3. Provides for the management of the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area including the
development of a management plan.

AMENDMENTS PRO PO SED

None

01 009 (Rev. 12/83)
P L E A S E  A T T A C H  A  S E P A R A T E  S H E E T  F O R  A D D I T I O N A L  C O M M E N T S  O R  A N A L Y S I S .



HB 312
DUDE CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

Letter of Intent

It is the intent of the Legislature that surface vegetation 
and soils be maintained to preserve the wetlands nature of 
the critical habitat area and provide protection to migrating 
lesser sandhill cranes.

In creating the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area, the 
Legislature also intends that hunting, fishing and trapping 
activities will continue to occur in accordance with harvest 
regulations as established by the Boards of Fisheries and 
Game. The following public uses of the area are recognized as 
historic and traditional: wildlife viewing, firewood 
harvesting, public access, hiking, berry picking, and 
grazing. It is the intent of the Legislature that the listed 
uses will continue unless they are determined to be 
incompatible with the purpose for which the area is 
establishe The Department of Fish and Game will conduct 
specific f ;t finding, including public hearings in Gustavus, 
prior to making final determination of the compatibility of 
the listed uses during various times of the year.

The Department is to consult with the community of Gustavus 
in the preparation and implementation of a management plan 
for the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area. In the event that 
the community forms a local fish and game advisory committee 
or a critical habitat advisory groups the Department will 
work closely with thr se entities in preparation of the plan.

A p r i l  10, 1985
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