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MEMORANDUM April 27, 1985

TO: All Members
Senate Resources Committee

FROM: Staff->
Senate Resources Committee

RE: CSSS HB 280 (Finance) "An Act creating the Anchor River and
Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area."

CSSS HB 280 (Finance) would establish a 19,000 acre critical habitat area 
six miles north of Homer along the Anchor River and Fritz Creek drainages.

This area would be managed as a critical habitat area but would allow for 
construction of a dam and reservoir for a municipal water source if 
necessary in the future. Valid existing rights and interests in this area 
are protected and future conveyances may occur as long as they are 
compatible with the creation of the critical habitat area. At the present 
time, some of the lands in the eastern portion of the area are under review 
for possible conveyance to the Kenai Borough or the University of Alaska. 
The Department of Natural Resources will provide a review of this matter at 
the public hearing.

The bill also calls for a management plan to be completed by July 1, 1989 
by the Department of Fish and Game in consultation with the Department of 
Natural Resources and the concurrence of the Kenai Peninsula Borough for 
any of its lands with critical habitat area.

The fiscal note is zero.

Enclosures:
1. Fiscal note
2. The Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area Proposal
3. ADF&G memo reviewing permitted activities in critical habitat areas
4. Letters of support for the creation of the Anchor River/Fritz Creek

Critical Habitat Area
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AREA NAME

Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area 

PURPOSE

The primary purpose of the proposed special area is to protect and 

maintain critical moose winter habitat along the upper Anchor River 

and Fritz Creek drainages. A secondary purpose is to protect the 

habitats of salmonid fishes and other wildlife which occur along 

these drainages. These lands would be managed by the Alaska Depart­

ment of Fish and Game (ADF&G).

T4S, R13U, Seward Meridian 

Sections:. 25, 35 and 36.

T5S, R14V7, Seward Meridian

Sections: 13, NE$20, 21, 22, 23, 24, Ni26, N}27 and N}28.

• T5S, R13W, Seward Meridian 

Sections: 2r3, E}4, S*8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,

W*21 and 24.

T5S, R12W, Seward Meridian 

Sections: 17, 18, 19 and 20

AREA DESCRIPTION

The proposed special area is located approximately 6 miles due north 

of the City of Homer on the lower Kenai Peninsula, Alaska (see Appendix 

A). It is approximately 19,000 acres in size, and includes most of the 

upper Anchor River valley and the adjacent sloping uplands, the area 

known as "Beaver Flats", and the headwaters o£ Fritz Creek. The main

LEGAL DESCRIPTION



v a l l e y  c o n s i s t s  of a r e l a t i v e l y  n a r r o w  v a l l e y  f l o o r  w i t h  a m e a n d e r i n g  

st r e a m ,  m o d e r a t e l y  s t e e p  h i l l s i d e s  w h i c h  f l a n k  e i t h e r  si d e  o f  the 

v a l l e y  floop, a n d  n u m e r o u s  s m a l l  t r i b u t a r i e s .  V e g e t a t i o n  a l o n g  t he 

A n c h o r  R i v e r  i s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  a  m o s a i c  o f  w i l l o w  t h i c k e t s ,  g r a s s / f o r b  

m e a d o w s ,  s c a t t e r e d  S i t k a  s p ru ce,  a n d  c l u m p s  o f  c o t t o n w o o d ;  m a t u r e  

S i t k a  s p r u c e  f o r e s t s  a n d  s t a n d s  o f  a l d e r  o n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  h i l l s i d e s ;  

d e n s e  w i l l o w  t h i c k e t s  a l o n g  s m a l l  t r i b u t a r i e s ?  a n d  s p r u c e  f o r e s t s  a n d  

o p e n  m e a d o w s  o n  g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  g r o u n d  a b o v e  1 , 0 0 0  f e e t  e l e v a t i o n .  T h e  

e x t e n s i v e  m u s k e g  a l o n g  B e a v e r  C r e e k  s u p p o r t s  l o w  h e a t h  s h r u b s  an d 

w i l l o w s .  T h e  t e r r a i n  i n  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  'fritz C r e e k  is g e n t l y  s l o p i n g ;  

a n d  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n  o p e n  s p r u c e  f o r e s t  w i t h  a d e n s e  u n d e r­

s t o r y  o f  w i l l o w s  i n  t h e  b o t t o m l a n d s , a n d  m i x e d  s p r u c e  f o r e s t s  a n d  o p e n  

m e a d o w s  a t  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s .

W I L D L I F E  R E S O U R C E  V A L U E S

T h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  v a l l e y  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n a q e s  f u n c t i o n  as n o o s e  

w i n t e r  h a b i t a t .  A e r i a l  s u r v e y  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o l l e c t e d  b y  t h e  A D F S G  

i n d i c a t e s  b e t w e e n  3 00  a n d  500 m o o s e  c o n c e n t r a t e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  d u r i n g  

a v e r a g e  w i n t e r s  A  d e n s i t y  o f  23 m o o s e  p e r  s q u a r e  m i l e  w e r e  d o c u m e n t a t e d  

o n  B e a v e r  Flu._s in  1983. T h e  r i p a r i a n  h a b i t a t s  a l o n g  t h e s e  d r a i n a g e  

s y s t e m s  p r o v i d e  m o o s e  w i t h  a c o n c e n t r a t e d  f o o d  s u p p l y  i n  t h e  f o r m  of 

w i l l o w  b r o w s e ,  a d j a c e n t  r e s t i n g  a n d  h i d i n g  c o v e r  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  s p r u c e  

f o r e s t s ,  a n d  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  s n o w  a c c u m u l a t i o n s  ar e n o r m a l l y  

s m a l l  e n o u g h  to n o t  i m p e d e  w i n t e r  f e e d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  a r e a s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  is a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  to 

w i n t e r  s u r v i v a l  o f  m o o s e  o n  t h e  l o w e r  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .

T h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  is s p a w n i n g  a n d  r e a r i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  k i n g  s a l m o n ,  c o h o  

sa l m o n ,  s t e e l h e a d / r a i n b o w  tr ou t,  a n d  d o l l y  v a r d e n  c h a r .  T h e s e  h a b i t a t s  

a r e  a l s o  e s s e n t i a l  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to t h e  l i f e  c y c l e  a n d  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  

t h e s e  s pe cie s.



R i p a r i a n  h a b i t a t s  s u c h  as t h o s e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s p e c i a l  a r e a  a r e  

i m p o r t a n t  t o  a v a r i e t y  o f ' o t h e r  w i l d l i f e .  'Spawning s a l m o n  a l o n g  the 

A n c h o r  R i v e r  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  f o o d  s o u r c e s  f o r  b r o w n  b e a r ,  b l a c k  b e a r  

a n d  b a l d  e a g l e s .  S t a n d s  o f  m a t u r e  c o t t o n w o o d s  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e n d  o f  

t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r e a  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  b y  b a l d  e a g l e s  f o r  n e s t i n g .  T h e  

v a l l e y  s e r v e s  as a t r a v e l  c o r r i d o r  f o r  m o s t  s p e c i e s  o f  b i g  g a m e ,  

f u r b e a r e r s  a n d  s m a l l  f c r m s  o f  w i l d l i f e .

R E C R E A T I O N A L  U S E S

T h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  v a l l e y  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n a g e s  a r e  p o p u l a r  r e c r e a t i o n  

areas. I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  u s e s  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  

w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  g e n e r a l  h i k i n g ,  s n o w m a c n i n i n g , s n o w -  

s h o e i n g ,  a n d  n o r d i c  s k i i n g .  A D F K G  r e c o r d s  s h o w  t h a t  i n  the 1 9 8 3  m o o s e  

s e a s o n  25% o f  t h e  b u l l  h a r v e s t  (n=61) w a s  t a k e n  i n  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  

d r a i n a g e .  B e a v e r ,  r i v e r  o tt e r ,  m i n k ,  c o y o t e ,  a n d  w o l f  are  the f u r­

b e a r e r s  m o s t  c o m m o n l y  t a k e n  i n  t h i s  a rea . S p o r t  f i s h i n g  f o r  s a l m o n  

is p r o h i b i t e d  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s p e c i a l  a rea, b u t  t r o u t  a n d  c h a r  f i s h i n g  

a r e  a l l o w e d  f r o m  J u l y  t h r o u g h  D e c e m b e r .  S n o w m a c n i n i n g ,  s n o w s h o e i n g ,  

a n d  n o r d i c  s k i i n g  o c c u r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  m o s t  w i n t e r s .  A l l  

o f  t h e  a b o v e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

s p e c i a l  a r e a  as l o n g  as t h e y  d i d  n o t  p o s e  a  s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  w i l d l i f e  

o f  h a b i t a t  r e s o u r c e s .

J U S T I F I C A T I O N

M o o s e  are  t h e  d o m i n a n t  b i g  g a m e  a n i m a l  o n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  T h e y  

o c c u p y  a v i t a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  f o o d  c h a i n  o f  t h e  b o r e a l  f o r e s t ,  a n d  

r e p r e s e n t  an  i m p o r t a n t  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e .  M o o s e  a r e  b r o w s e r s  w h i c h  

a s s i m i l a t e  e n e r g y  a n d  n u t r i e n t s  f r o m  t h e  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l  t h e y  eat. I n  

turn, l a r g e  p r e d a t o r s  s u c h  as t h e  w o l f  a n d  t h e  b r o w n  b e a r  a n d . a  h o s t  

o f  s m a l l e r  s c a v e n g e r s  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  m o o s e  a s  a s o u r c e  o f  food. 

M o o s e  are  d i r e c t l y  i m p o r t a n t  to m a n  t h r o u g h  the v i e w i n g  a n d  h u n t i n g  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e y  p r o v i d e  a n d  t h e  r e v e n u e  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  f u n n e l
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i n t o  l o c a l  e c o n o m i e s .  A D F & G  r e c o r d s  s h e w  t h a t  t h e  m o o s e  r e s o u r c e  

o n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  h a s  g e n e r a t e d  a  t o t a l  o f  9 2 , 0 1 8  h u n t e r  d a y s  

of  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  a t o t a l  h a r v e s t  o f  3 , 1 6 2  m o o s e  w o r t h  a n  e s t i m a t e d  

5 . 5  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  b e t w e e n  1 9 7 8  a n d  1 9 83 . I n  a  l e s s  t a n g i b l e  s e n s e ,  

m o s t  A l a s k a n s  feel t h a t  t h e  m e r e  p r e s e n c e  o f  w i l d l i f e ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e  

m o o s e  is s y m b o l i c ,  c o n t r i b u t e s  h i g h l y  t o  t h e i r  q u a l i t y  of life. T h e y  

w a n t  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a n s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  e n j o y  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  

o f  a r i c h  w i l d l i f e  h e r i t a g e .

I t  is e s t i m a t e d  that t h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e t w e e n  2 , 5 0 0  and  3 , C O O  

m o o s e  o n  t h e  l o w e r  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  (Game M a n a g e m e n t  S u b u n i t  15C) .

T h e s e  m o o s e  r a n g e  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  7 6 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  l o w l a n d s  

r  i n  S u b u n i t  1 5 C  i n  s u m m e r  a n d  e a r l y  f a l l ,  b u t  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  to s t r e a m  

a n d  r i v e r  b o t t o m s  a n d  s o u t h - f a c i n g  b e n c h l a n d s  b e l o w  8 0 0  fe e t  e l e v a t i o n  

d u r i n g  w i n t e r .  A D F & G  t a g g i n g  s t u d i e s  a n d  a e r i a l  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  m o o s e  

s h o w  t h a t  t h e  H o m e r  B e n c h l a n d ,  l o w e r  F o x  R i v e r  v a l l e y ,  l o w e r  A n c h o r  

R i v e r  v a l l e y ,  ‘lo w e r  D e e p  C r e p k / N i n i l c h i k  R i v e r  v a l l e y s ,  F r i t z  C r e e k  

a n d  t h e  C o h o  B e a c h  a r e a  a r e  h i s t o r i c  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t s .  T h e s e  a r e a s  

p r o v i d e  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  food, c o v e r ,  a n d  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  s n o w  

a c c u m u l a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  o v e r w i n t e r i n g  o f  moos e.  I t  is 

s i g n i f i c a n t  to n o t e  t h a t  t h e  s u m  o f  t h e s e  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t s  c o m p r i s e  

l e s s  t h a n  10 % o f  th e s u r f a c e  a r e a  o f  a l l  t h e  u t i l i z e d  s u m m e r  a n d  e a r l y  

f a l l  h a b i t a t  i n  S u b u n i t  15C. V i r t u a l l y  n o  o v e r w i n t e r i n g  o f  m o o s e  o c c u r s  

i n  t h e  K e n a i  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  s o u t h  o f  T u s t u n e n a  Lake.

M o o s e  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t s  o n  t h e  l o w e r  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  a r e  m o s t l y  p r i v a t e l y  

o w n e d  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  s e r i o u s l y  d i m i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  e x t e n t  b y  

' h u m a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  d e c a d e s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  an  e s t i m a t e d  

4 , 5 0 0  p e o p l e  n o w  c o m p e t e  w i t h  m o o s e  f o r  s p a c e  o n  t h e  H o m e r  B e n c h l a n d ,  

a n d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h a b i t a t  a l t e r a t i o n  a n d  l o s s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t  c a n  n o w  s u p p o r t  o n l y  a  f r a c t i o n  

o f  t h e  m o o s e  i t  o n c e  did. S u b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n t s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  c o m­

m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a v e  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  o n  t h e  C o h o  B e a c h ,  l o w e r  N i n i l c h i k ,  

l o w e r  D e e p  C r e e k ,  l o w e r  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  H o m e r  B e n c h l a n d  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t s .



T h e  l o w e r  F o x  R i v e r  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t  h a s  b e e n  i n t e n s i v e l y  g r a z e d  b y  h o r s e s  

a n d  c a t t l e  s i n c e  the 1 9 4 0 ' s , a n d  s u p p o r t s  ar g r o w i n g  h u m a n  p o p u l a t i o n  

o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  200 p e o p l e .  I t  is r e a s o n a b l e  to a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e s e  

d e v e l o p m e n t s  h a v e  l o w e r e d  the  w i n t e r  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h a t  a r e a  

for  m o o s e .  W a t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i n t e n s i v e  c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  a r e  p o t e n t i a l  

t h r e a t s  w h i c h  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  f o r  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  w i n t e r  

h a b i t a t .

T h e s e  t r e n d s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  w o r s e n  as t h e  h u m a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o n  t h e  K e n a i  

P e n i n s u l a  c o n t i n u e s  to g r o w .  L a n d s  a l o n g  t h e  u p p e r  A n c h o r  R i v e r  v a l l e y  

a n d  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  F r i t z  C r e e k  a r e  i n  S t a t e  o w n e r s h i p ,  an d p r e s e n t  th e 

b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r o t e c t  ai 1 m a i n t a i n  m o o s e  w i n t e r  r a n g e  o n  t h e  l o w e r  

K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  L e g i s l a t i v e  d e s i g n a t i o n  as a  S t a t e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  

a r e a  w o u l d  k e e p  t h e s e  l a n d s  i n  p u b l i c  t r u s t ,  a n d  e n s u r e  the f u t u r e  of  

t h e i r  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e  a n d  h a b i t a t  v a l u e s .
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TO:
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Roland Shanks
Special Assistant
Office of the Commissioner

State o f Alaska
COMMISSIONER’S

DATE: A p r i l  9

FILE NO:

TELEPHONE NO:

3 r u c e  H .  B a k e r  
A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r  
H a b i t a t  D i v i s i o n  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game

SUBJECT:

4 6 5 - 4 1 0 5
V/-Vi

Permit 
in Cri£icaT Habitat 

A r e a s

; ¥ i W f |
APR 91985

■ifipV,

As y o u  r e q u e s t e d ,  we h a v e  r e v i e w e d  t h e  f i l e s  o n  C r i t i c a l  
H a b i t a t  A r e a  p e r m i t s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a  
t o t a l  o f  3 0  a p p l i c a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s e v e n  o f  
t h e  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a s .  O f  t h e s e ,  2 8  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  a n d  
2 w e r e  d e n i e d .  A c t i v i t i e s  i n  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  Area.* ;  w h i c h  
w e r e  p e r m i t t e d  i n c l u d e :  s e i s m i c  e x p l o r a t i o n ;  p l a c e m e n t  o f
f i l l  m a t e r i a l ;  s e w a g e  o u t f a l l ;  d r e d g i n g ;  h e a v y  e q u i p m e n t  
t r a n s p o r t ;  s t o r a g e  o f  m a r i n e  d r i l l i n g  r i g ;  s m a l l  b o a t  h a r b o r  
e x p a n s i o n ;  l o g  r a f t i n g  a n d  t r a n s f e r ;  r e t a i n i n g  
w a l l s / b u l k h e a d s ;  o i l  a n d  g a s  l e a s e s ;  a n d  g e o l o g i c a l  
e x p l o r a t o r y  w o r k .  D e t a i l s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  
l i s t .

. v* •

r -
I?

■ ife/V
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a s  a r e  m u l t i p l e  u s e  a r e a s .  A c t i v i t i e s  
a r e  a l l o w e d  i n  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a s  i n  a  m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  e a c h  a r e a  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
A c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  p e r m a n e n t  i n  n a t u r e  o r  w i l l  h a v e  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  o n  f i s h  a n d  game p o p u l a t i o n s  o r  t h e i r  
h a b i t a t s  ( o t h e r  t h a n  l a w f u l  h u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g )  r e q u i r e  a  
p e r m i t  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game .  A l l  o t h e r  
a c t i v i t i e s  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  p e r m i t s .  A c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  
r e q u i r e  a  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  p e r m i t  i n c l u d e  h u n t i n g ,  
f i s h i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
( h i k i n g ,  s k i i n g ,  h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g ,  d o g  t e a m  t r a v e l ,  c a m p i n g ,  
m o u n t a i n  c l i m b i n g ,  e t c . ) ,  b o a t i n g ,  b e r r y p i c k i n g ,  f i r e w o o d  
g a t h e r i n g  ( d e a d  a n d  down  t i m b e r )  a n d  m an y  o t h e r s .

. Enclosure
•''

Mi"
•ri ■:.-■/ ■
'■ i

f r o m  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  
R E P . M IK E  N A V A R R E
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B o x  12 .36
H o m e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 0 3  
M a r c h  14, 1 9 6 5

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M ik e  N a v a r r e  
P o u ch  V
Juneau ,  A k .  9 9 6 1 1  

Re : HB 2 3 0

D e a r  M ik e :

Enc lo sed  f i n d  a  p a c k e t  o f  l e t t e r s  a n d  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  HB 2 6 0 ,  an  A c t  
c re a t in g  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t ica l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  W e  a r e  
p u r s u i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  o n e s  a n d  w i l l  f o r w a r d  t h e m  a s  w e  r e c e i v e  th em .

Ou r  t a s k  f o r c e  h a s  f o u n d  s t r o ng  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  I n  fac t ,  w e  h a v e  
e n c o u n t e r e d  n o  o ppos i t i o n  to  it. Y ou  w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  s o m e  o f  th e  
e n d o r s e m e n t s  a r e  c ond i t i o n a l  u p o n  the  a c c om od a t i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  uses .  W e  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  is n o  c on f l i c t  in  m ee t in g  su ch  i d e n t i f i e d  n e e d s  as  w a t e r  
s u p p l y  w i t h i n  t h e  cr i t ica l  h a b i t a t  a rea .

P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  to c on tac t  m e  o r  a n y  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  t a s k  f o r c e  s h o u ld  y o u  
n e e d  a n y  m o r e  i n f o rm a t i o n .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  to  w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u  t o w a r d s  
p a s s age  o f  HB 2 6 0 .

D a v e  V a n d e r b r i n k ,  Cha i r  
K ena i  P e n i n s u l a  Cr i t ica l  H ab i t a t  

T a s k  Fo r c e



C I T Y  O F  K A C H E M A K
K A C H E M A K ,  A L A S K A

RESOLUT ION NO. 8 5 - 4

A RESOLUT ION  SUPPORT ING  THE C R I T I C A L  MOOSE WINTER HABITAT

WHEREAS, t h e  Common C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  K a c h e m a k  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  
n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t  a nd  m a i n t a i n  c r i t i c a l  m o o s e  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t  a l o n g  t h e  
u p p e r  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a nd  F r i t z  C r e e k  D r a i n a g e s ;  a n d ,
WHEREAS, t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  F o r c e ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  
t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game p r o p o s e s  s u c h ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS, t h e  a r e a  i n  q u e s t i o n  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 Q , 0 0 0  a c r e s ,  a s  p r o ­
p o s e d  b y  t h i s  T a s k  F o r c e ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  o f  K a c h em ak  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  a  w a t e r s h e d  and  c r i t i c a l  
h a b i t a t  a r e a  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  o f  K a c h em ak  i s  a p p e a l l i n g  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  3 , 1 8 3 . 4  a c r e s  i n  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n a g e  t o  
t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h ;  a n d ,

WHEREAS, t h e  3 , 1 8 3 . 4  a c r e s  i n  q u e s t i o n  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p r o p o s a l  
o f  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  F o r c e  f o r  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
m o o s e  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t ;

NOW THEREFORE LET I T  BE RESOLVED :  t h a t  t h e  Common C o u n c i l  o f . . t h e  C i t y
o f  K a c h em a k  s u p p o r t s  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  F o r c e ,  
D a v e  V a n d e r b r i n k ,  C h a i r m a n ,  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o v i d e ,  p r o t e c t  a n d  
m a i n t a i n  c r i t i c a l  w i n t e r  m o o s e  h a b i t a t  a l o n g  t h e  u p p e r  A n c h o r  R i v e r  
a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  D r a i n a g e s  AS LONG AS THE WATERSHED INTERESTS  OF THE 
C IT Y  OF KACHEMAK ARE NOT AFFECTED IN  ANY NEGATIVE MANNER.

C I T Y  OF KACHEMAK:

A TTEST :
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Alaska Center for the Environment
1069 W. 6th Avenue
Anchorage. Alaska 99501 274-3621

*
P o s i t i o n  S ta temen t  

o f  the A la s k a  Cen te r  -for the Environment  
In Suppo r t  o-f the P roposed  

Anchor R i v e r / F r i t z  Creek C r i t i c a l  H ab i t a t  A re a .

The l a n d s  p roposed  -for d e s i g n a t i o n  on the Anchor R i v e r / F r i t z  
Creek C r i t i c a l  H ab i t a t  A r e a ,  which a re  among the l a s t  s ta t e -owned  

l a n d s  in the r e g i o n ,  a re  c r i t i c a l  t o  the - future o-f a h e a l t h y  moose 

p o p u l a t i o n  on the s ou th e rn  Kenai P e n i n s u l a .  The p r opo sa l  would a l s o  

p r o t e c t  the h a b i t a t s  o-f o t h e r  w i l d l i - f e  such as brown and b la c k  bea r  
and b a ld  e a g l e s ,  and o-f k in g  and s i l v e r  s a lmon ,  s te e  1 head/ ra inbow 

t r o u t ,  and d o l l y  va rden c h a r .
The Anchor R i v e r  V a l l e y  and F r i t z  Creek d r a in ag e s  supppo r t  a 

wide v a r i e t y  o-f r e c r e a t i o n a l  uses  i n c l u d i n g  h un t in g ,  f i s h i n g ,  

t r a p p i n g ,  h i k i n g  and s k i i n g .  The c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  p r opo sa l  would

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  o r  p o p u l a t i o n s .  A cco rd ing  t o  the Department o f  F i sh  
and Game, 9 2 , 0 1 8  hun te r  da y s ,  w i th  a t o t a l  h a r v e s t  worth $ 5 . 5  

m i l l i o n / d o l l a r s ,  were g en e ra ted  on the Kenai P e n i n s u l a  between 1978 

and 1983 .

Moose on the lower Kenai P e n i n s u l a  a re  r e s t r i c t e d  du r ing  the 

w i n t e r  t o  l e s s  than 101'. o f  the a r e a  they  i n h a b i t  d u r ing  the summer 

and f a l l  p e r i o d s .  F u r th e rm o r e ,  l i t t l e  moose o v e rw in t e r i n g  o ccu r s  in 

the Kenai N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge sou th  o f  Trus tumena Lake .  On the 

ohe r  hand,  as many as 300 to  500 moose g e n e r a l l y  w in t e r  in the Anchor 
R i v e r  v a l l e y  and F r i t z  Creek d r a i n a g e s .

encourage  a l l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t d o  no t j e o p a r d i z e  f i s h  and



Moose w in t e r  h a b i t a t ?  on the lowe r  Kenai P e n i n s u l a  a re  m o s t l y  
p r i v a t e l y  owned and have been n o t a b l y  reduced  in both q u a l i t y  and 

q u a n t i t y  due to  r e s i d e n t i a l  and commerc ia l  deve lopment  in p l a c e s  such 
as Coho Beach,  lower Deep C reek ,  lower N i n i l c h i k  R i v e r ,  lower Anchor 

R i v e r  and Homer Bench land w in t e r  h a b i t a t s .  I-f we hope t o  in su re  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  moose p o p u l a t i o n  in t h i s  r e g i o n ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  to  

p r o t e c t  the rema in ing  w in t e r  r anges  on the s t a t e - ow ned  l a nd s  a long  
the upper Anchor R i v e r  and F r i t z  Creek d r a i n a g e s

F i n a l l y ,  l a r g e  p o r t i o n s  o f  the p roposed  a r e a  a re  be ing th r e a t en ed  
by a m a jo r  c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  and f e e d l o t  o p e r a t i o n .  P r e v e n t i n g  t h i s  

i n c a p a t i b l e  use by d e s i g n a t i n g  the c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  would 

p r o t e c t  no t o n l y  moose w in t e r  range but a l s o  wa te r  q u a l i t y  in both 
F r i t z  C ree k ,  a sou rce  o f  wa te r  f o r  Homer, and the Anchor R i v e r ,  one 
o f  S o u t h c e n t r a l ' s  top s p o r t f i s h i n g  s t r e am s .



F e b r u a r y  2 7 »  1 9 $ 5

To Whom i t  May Concern:

In  a meeting on 2/19/&5 "the Homer F ish  and Game Advisory 
Committee unanimously voted to  support the establishm ent of 
the Anchor R iv e r/ F r itz  Creek C r i t i c a l  H ab itat Area as proposed 
by the Kenai Peninsula C r i t i c a l  H ab itat Task Force.

D an ie l R. Calhoun
Chairman Homer F ish  and Game Advisory Committee 
Box 566
Homer, A laska 9 9 6 0 3 .



CITIZENS FOR 
RESPONSIBLE LAND USE

P .O . O ox  1 5 2 2 7  •  F ritz  C reek, A laska 9 9 6 0 3

Co-Chgirmen: 
Roberta Highland 
235-8214 (home) 
235-5223 (work)

Michael Sheppard 
235-7486 (home) 
235-5397 (work)

M a r c h  5 , 1 9 3 5

T o :  M r .  D a v e  V a n d e r b r i n k ,  C h a i r m a n

F r o m :  Ed  S chum ann

S u b j e c t :  A n c h o r  R i v e r -  F r i t z  Creel* .  C r i t i c a l  Moose  H a b i t a t  A r e a

B e a r  D a v e ;
C i t i z e n s  f o r  R e s p o n s i b l e  L a n d  U s e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t  

o u r  e n d o r s m e n t  o f  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  
F o r c e  p r o p o s a l  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  1 S , C P 0  a c r e  A n c h o r  R i v e r -  F r i t z  
C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  M o o s e  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

We o f f e r  o u r  c o n t i n u a l  s u p p o r t  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  Me h a v e  
t o  d a t e ;  h e l d  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  a t t e n d e d  m e e t i n g s ,  i n i t i a t e d  
l e t u e r  w r i t i n g  c a m p a i n s  t o  o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  c i r c u l a t e d  p e t i t i o n s  
a n d  w r i t t e n  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .
Mha t  c a n  b e  d o n e ,  M i l l  b e  d o n e .

I S i n c e r e l y ,

Ed S ch um ann  
c o m m i t e a  m em be r
C i t i z e n s  : o r  R e s p o n s i b l e  L a n d  U s e



M a r c h  1, 1 9 8 5

Dave Vanderbrink 
FOB 1236
Homer, Alaska 99603

*
Dear Hr. Vanderbrink:

This is to inform you that the kachemak Bay 
Conservation Society Board of Directors voted 
unanimously to support the Kenai Peninsula 
Critical Habitat Task Force's proposed 
"Anchor River/Frits Creek Habitat Area." We 
have conveyed our support to Governor 
Sheffield and will do what we can to see that 
this vital watershed remains viable for moose 

and other wildlife.

Sincerely,

Edgar Bailey



U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r

IN REPLY REFER TO:
KENAI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

P.O. BOX 2139 
SOLDOTNA, ALASKA 99669-2139 

(907) 262-7021

January 31, 1985

Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force 
ATTN. Mr. Allen Davis 
P. 0. Box 598 
Homer, Alaska 99603

Dear Mr. Davis:

We have reviewed the proposal on "The Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical 
Habitat Area" as submitted by the task force and offer these comments.

Designation of critical habitat areas in Game Management Unit (G.M.U.) 15C, 
other than lands contained within the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, will be 
•essential if viable populations of moose, brown bear, and wolves are to 
continue. Refuge lands in CMU15C do not contain all of the essential habitat 
components to support populations of these species year around.

Delineation of critical habitat areas off of the refuge is a logical and 
essential action, if the public desires to have moose and other wildlife 
species in CMU15C, coincidental with a variety of other uses on these lands.

This concept has our support. We feel it is the only practical alternative 
• that will allow viable wildlife populations to.coexist with increased human 
use and development within GMU15C.

Sincerely,

Robert L. Delaney 
Refuge Manager

MBH/pf
0115p/7



' i

F R I T Z  C R E E K  W A T E R S H E D

Resolution No. 85-8

The cities of H ome r and K a c h e m a k  City have a need for additional q ua nt i t i e s  

of w a t e r  for m u n i c i p a l  use in the i m m e di at e future. The cities have  

i de nt i f i e d  F r i t z  C re ek  as the best sour ce  to meet their needs, e v a l u a t i n g  

w a t e r  q u a n t i t y ,  quali ty , and p r o x i m i t y  of the stream. Because the use of 

F ri tz  C r e e k  w ou ld  be .for a public w at er supply, a w a t e rs he d p r o t e c t i o n  plan  

w o u l d  need to be e sta b l i s h e d .

A  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  be to d e s i g n a t e  the w a t e r s h e d  area as a w i l d l i f e  

reserve. This could serve two useful p u r p ose s:  it w ou ld  preserve some

r a p i d l y  d i m i n i s h i n g  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t  for g a m e  animals on  the lower Kenai 

P e n i n s u l a ,  and it w o u l d  prot ec t the w a t e r s h e d  of the mu nic ip al  w ate r 

supply.

T H E  A L A S K A  W A T E R  R E S O U R C E S  B O A R D  r e c o m m e n d s  that the Director of the 

D i v i s i o n  of Land and W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t  put into m o t i o n  the m e c h a n i s m  to 

d e s i g n a t e  the F ri tz  C r e e k  D ra in ag e as a w i l d l i f e  refuge to preserve w i n t e r  

h a b i t a t  for large game animals and to prote ct  the wa ter sh ed  for the future 

m u n i c i p a l  w a t e r  s u p p l y  for the cities of H o m e r  and K ac hemak City.

c
A d o p t e d  this 1st day of November, 1984

c
A L A S K A  W A T E R  RES OU RCE S BOARD

D a v i d  V a n d e r b r i n k ,  Chairman



R E S O L U T I O N  8 5 - 2

A RESOLUTION OF NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES ASSOCIATION 
SUPPORTING THE PROPOSED 
ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK 

CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

WHEREAS: the  Ancho r  R i v e r  and F r i t z  C r e e k  bo th  s uppo r t  run s  o f  
a n a d r om ou s  f i s h ,  and;

WHEREAS: l o w e r  Cook  In l e t ' s  f i s h e r i e s  p l a y  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  In 
S t a t e  e c o n om y  by r e v e n u e s  c r e a t e d  bo th  t h r ough  the  c om m e r c i a l  h a r v e s t  o f  
f i s h  and the  t a k in g  o f  f i s h  by s p o r t  f i s h e rm e n ,  and;

WHEREAS: t h e r e  e x i s t  c o n f l i c t i n g  demands  o f  the  w a t e r s h e d  a r e a s  
o f  F r i t z  C r e e k  and the  Ancho r  R i v e r ,  and:

WHEREAS: w a t e r s h e d  a l t e r a t i o n  can l e a d  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  changes  in 
r i v e r i n e  h a b i t a t ,  and;

WHEREAS: the  l i f e  c y c l e s  o f  a n ad r om ou s  f i s h  depend on n a tu r a l  and 
u n a l t e r e d  c on d i t i o n s ,  and;

WHEREAS: I t  i s  sound pub l i c  p o l i c y  t o  p r o t e c t  the  n a tu r a l  run s  o f  
a n a d r om ou s  f i s h ;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: NORTH PACIF IC FISHERIES 
ASSOCIATION, INC., SUPPORTS THE CREATION OF THE ANCHOR R IVER /FR ITZ  
CREEK CR IT ICAL HABITAT AREA.

DATED AT HOMER, ALASKA th i s  1 4 t h  day o f  March ,  1 9 8 5

NORTH PAC IF IC  F ISHERIES ASSOCIATION

ATTEST:



D a t e :  A n r i l  2 ,  1 9 8 5
V o t e :  14  STes, 1 No

C A c t i o n :  Adopted

KENA I  PEN INSULA  BOROUGH

RESOLUT ION  8 5 - 5 0

SUPPO RT ING  THE ENACTMENT OF HOUSE B I L L  2 8 0  CREATING THE ANCHOR 
R I V E R  AND F R I T Z  CREEK C R I T I C A L  HAB ITAT  AREA .

WHEREAS, t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  F o r c e  w as  
f o r m e d  b y  a  g r o u p  o f  c i t i z e n s ;  a n d

WHEREAS, a f t e r  s t u d y ,  t h i s  t a s k  f o r c e  h a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e
c r e a t i o n  o f  a  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  i n  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z
C r e e k  d r a i n a g e  a r e a ;  a n d

WHEREAS, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  N a v a r r e  a n d  G o l l  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  HB 
2 8 0  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o p o s i n g  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r
a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a ;  a n d

WHEREAS, t h e  a s s e m b l y  s u p p o r t s  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  A n c h o r  
R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a ;

NOW THEREFORE ,  BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENA I  
P E N IN SULA  BOROUGH:

S e c t i o n  1 . T h a t  t h e  a s s e m b l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  HB 2 8 0  
w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

S e c t i o n  2 . T h a t  t h e  c l e r k  i s  d i r e c t e d  i u  f o r w a r d  c o p i e s  o f  
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  t c  G o v e r n o r  W i l l i a m  S h e f f i e l d ,  t o  t h e  H o u s e  
R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  S e n a t e  P r e s i ­
d e n t ,  D o n  B e n n e t t ,  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e ,  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  S e n a ­
t o r s  P a u l  F i s h e r ,  J a l m a r  K e r t t u l a ,  E d n a  D e V r i e s  a n d  J o h n  S a c k e t t ,  
a n d  t o  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  M i k e  N a v a r r e ,  A n d r e  M a r r o u ,  B e t t e  C a t o ,  
M i k e  S z y m a n s k i ,  K a y  W a l l i s  a n d  P e t e r  G o l l .

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE K E N A I  PEN INSULA  BOROUGH ON 
T H I S  2nd DAY OF A p r i l ______________ , 1 9 8 5 .

A T T E S T :



C I T Y  O F  H O M E R
H O M E R ,  A L A S K A

RESOLUT ION  8 5 - #

A RESOLUT ION  ENDORS ING HOUSE B I L L  2 8 0  "AN ACT 
CREAT ING  THE ANCHOR R I V E R  AND F R I T Z  CREEK 
C R I T I C A L  HAB ITAT  A REA " .

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  o f  H o m e r  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  
t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  W a t e r s h e d  f o r  f u t u r e  u s e  a s  a  w a t e r  s u p p l y  f o r  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a ;  a n d

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  a r e a s  f o r  
w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ;  a n d

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  
p r e s e r v i n g  c e r t a i n  l a n d s  f o r  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  a n d  p u b l i c  
r e c r e a t i o n  p u r p o s e s ;

NOW THEREFORE ,  t h e  C i t y  e n d o r s e s  H o u s e  B i l l  2 8 0  "A n  A c t  
c r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  
A r e a " ;

DATED ,  a t  H o m e r ,  A l a s k a  t h i s  ^  d a y  o f  M a r c h ,  1 9 8 5 .

C I T Y  OF HOMER

W a y n e  K e s s l e r ,  M a y o r

A TTE ST :

jjk tM /i* ) /l L m .
K a t h l e e n  H e r o l d ,  C i t y  C l e r k



M a r c h  2 9 ,  1 9 8 5

Dave Vanderbrink, Chairman
Kenai peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force
Box 1236
Homer, Alaska 99603 

Dear fir. Vanderbrin1 :

In a meeting held March 22, 1985 the officers and board of directors voted unanimously 
to support HB #280.

The International Moode Federation feels that any use of this land other than preservati 
for the use of wild life on the Southern portion of the Kenai Peninsula would cause 
a permanent decline in opportunities for recreational use of our wildlife resources 
and water quality.

President
International Moose Federation



H o m e r  S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S u b - D i s t r i c t  

P .O . Box 4 1 5  - Hom er, A laska 9 9 6 0 3  - T e lephone : 2 3 5 -8 1 7 7

March 26, 1985

Dave Vanderbrink
Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat 

Task Force 
P.O. Box 1236 
Homer, Alaska 99603

RE: Critical Habitat - Anchor River & Fritz Creek Drainage

De^r Dave,

I am writing on behalf of the Board of Supervisors of the Homer 
Soil & Water Conservation District. As you well know, we have 
followed your committee's activities with regard to the formula­
tion of the critical moose habitat legislation.

We wish to express our support and encouragement for the ultimate 
passage of this legislation. On 13 March 1985, we were given 
ample assurances by you and your committee that the critical 
habitat designation would allow continued management as a multiple 
resource, thus allowing open grazing of livestock and associated 
activities that would not conflict with or deplete the habitat. 
This assurance eliminated our primary concern.

We therefore wish to, once again, express our support for the 
critical habitat designation by legislation and hope that your 
activities will bring a successful conclusion to your efforts.

Sincerely,

Pat Marquis 
Chairman

bg

CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT -SELF-GOVERNMENT



T o  W h o m It M a v  C o n c e r n :

Whereas the South Central Regional Council represents :17 Local 
Fish and Game Advisory Commitees and;

Whereas those Advisory Committees are concerned with the moose 
population in South Central Alaska as well as Game Management Un 
15 C and;

Whereas the South Central Regional Council realizes the critical 
-function of winter moose habitat and;

Whereas the South Central Regional Council understands that 
development in the Homer area has and wi11 continue to spread an< 
eliminate critical winter moose habitat and;

Whereas this critical habitat must be set aside before developmei 
begins in the area where this habitat exists;

Therefore be it Resolved by the South Central Regional Council 
a meeting on March 21, 1985 by unanimous vote, to support the 
ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA.

Submitted by:

1 7  _____
Daniel R. Calhoun 
Vice-Chairman
South Central Regional Counci 1



Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc.
2 0 4  N .  F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  3  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  9 0 7 - 5 0 6 - 2 3 4 5

March 25, 1985

Representative Mike Navarre 
Pouch V

Juneau .Alaska 99811 

Dear Representative Navarre:

Congratulations on your recent introduction of HB 280, "An Act creating the Anchor River and 
Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area." This proposed legislative designation would maintain critical 
moose wintering grounds, protect important riparian and fur bearing habitat, protect popular 
recreational opportunities on the Kenai, and ensure a future water supply for lower peninsula 
residents.

Protection of relatively undisturbed stream and river bottoms in the lower Kenai is essential to 
the perpetuation of the area’s moose population. Though wide ranging in the summer and fall 

months, the estimated 2500 moose of the area rely upon only five or six drainages during the 
winter for the food, cover and diminshed snowfall necessary for survival. These streams and 

rivers, however, are changing quickly as the human population of the Kenai increases. The 
moose must contend with loss of habitat and associated human uses of the area such as grazing. 

Without being alarmist, it is safe to say that protection of some of these overwintering areas is 
necessary for the survival of moose populations in the lower Kenai.

Of coLrse, moose ai'e not the only users of the area. The riparian habitat thet support the moose 

also su-jport a variety of other important species including dolly varden, steelhesd, cohos and 
king sa mon. Bald eagles, black and brown hear, and fur bearing animals like mink, coyote, wolf, 
river otter and beaver utilize the srea as well.

Alaskans would stand to benefit from the proposed designation also. Recreational uses of the area 

would be encouraged under critical habitat management. Skiing, hiking, hunting, fishing, 
trapping, wildlife viewing and photography would all be proper uses of the area, subject to 

ADF&G's protection of the wildlife habitat. (Salmon sportfishing, for instance, is already 

prohibited in the area) The area is currently widely used for these activities and these uses 
would be enhanced under critical habitat designation.

Finally, parts of the proposed critical habitat area are being considered for a cattle grazing and 
feedlot operation. This would threaten both moose habitat and a watershed identified ac important 

by the cities of Homer and Katchemak. Creating the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical 

Habitat Area makes good sense: it means that future generations of Alaskans on the Kenai will be 

able to enjoy a healthy moose population; arid the cities of Homer and Katchemak will be ensured 

a future source of drinking water. The Alaska Environmental Lobby— on behalf of 19 
conservation groups statewide--is pleased to endorse HB 280.

Sincerely, ^  i -  i q Scott Highleyman

cc: Rep. Peter Goll yWjl' Executive Director
ALASKA CENTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT • ALASKA CHAPTER. SIERRA CLUB O' JUNyAU GROUP. SIERRA CLUB • SITKA GROUP SIERRA CLUB 
KNIK GROUP. SIERRA CLUB • DENALI GROUP. SIERRA CLUB • ANCHORAGE AUDUBON SOCIETY • ARCTIC AUOUBON SOCIETY 
DENALI CITIZENS'COUNCIL • ALASKA FRIENDS OF THE EARTH • JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY • KACHEMAK BAY CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
KENAI PENINSULA AUDUBON SOCIETY • KODIAK AUDUBON SOCIETY • LYNN CANAL CONSERVATION • ALASKA WILDERNESS GUIDES ASSOCIATION 
SITKA CONSERVATION SOCIETY • NORTHERN ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER • SOUTHEAST ALASKA CONSERVATION COUNCIL



HELP ESTABLISH THE ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK
CRITICAL HAD i TAT AREA 

SUPPORT HB 280

The f u t u r e  o f  a h e a l t h y  m oo s e  p opu la t i o n  on the  l o w e r  Kenai  P en in su la  is  
be ing th r ea t ened .  Moose  in t h i s  r eg ion  c o n c e n t r a t e  du r ing  the  lean  w i n t e r  
m on th s  in the l o w e r  s e gm en t s  o f  m a j o r  r i v e r  v a l l e y s  and s o u t h - f a c i n g  
bench lands .  These  a r e a s  a r e  unique in p r o v id in g  m o o s e  w i t h  the e s s e n t i a l s  
f o r  o v e rw i n t e r  s u r v i v a l - -  an abundant f o o d  supp l y  in the  f o rm  o f  w i l l o w  
b r ow s e ,  r e s t i n g  and hiding ' .over, and r e l i e f  f r o m  deep snows .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  m o s t  m oo s e  w i n t e r  h ab i t a t  on the  l o w e r  Kenai  P en in su la  i s  
p r i v a t e l y  owned and has  t e e n  s e r i o u s l y  d im in i s h ed  in q u a l i t y  and e x t e n t  by 
r a p i d l y  g row in g  human popu la t i o n  du r ing the  p a s t  tw o  decades .

House B i l l  2 8 0 ,  in t r oduced  in the  A la s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  on March 13, 1 9 8 5  by 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M U e  N ava r r e  (D -K en a i )  a t  the  r e q u e s t  o f  many H om e r - a r e a  
r e s i d e n t s ,  w ou ld  p r o v id e  f o r  the  c r e a t i o n  o f  the  Ancho r  R i v e r  and F r i t z  
C r ee k  C r i t i c a l  H ab i t a t  Area . T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  needs  y o u r  suppo r t .

Im p o r t a n t  Fac ts :

1. The w i n t e r  pe r i od  i s  the  b o t t l e n e c k  in the  m oo s e ' s  annua l  cyc le .  
R ep ro du c t i v e  s u c c e s s  and popu la t i on  g r ow th  depend on o v e rw i n t e r  s u r v i v a l .

2. Moose  on the l o w e r  Kenai  Pen in su la  a re  r e s t r i c t e d  du r ing  the w i n t e r  
p e r i o d  t o  l e s s  than 10% o f  the a r e a  tha t  ^ney occupy  in s u m m e r  and f a l l .

3. V i r t u a l l y  no m oo s e  o v e rw i n t e r  on the Kenai N a t i o n a l  W i i d l i f e  R e fuge  
s ou th  o f  Tu s tumena  Lake.

4.  S u b s t a n t i a l  am oun t s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  and c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e lo pm en t  have 
a l r e a d y  o c c u r r e d  on m oo s e  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t  a t  Coho Beach ,  l o w e r  Deep 
C re e k /N in i  lch ik  R i v e r ,  l o w e r  Anchor  R i v e r ,  and the  H om e r  Bench.

5.  The Ancho r  R i v e r  i s  im p o r t a n t  spawn ing  and r e a r i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  k ing 
s a lm on ,  coho s a lm on ,  s t e e l h e a d / r a i n b o w  t r o u t ,  and d o l l y  varden .

6. The Ancho r  R i v e r / F r i t z  C reek  a re a  has  been i d e n t i f i e d  s in c e  the  e a r l y  
1 9 7 0 ’s as  c r i t i c a l  m oo s e  w i n t e r  hab i ta t .  The e f f o r t  t o  have I t  l e g i s l a t i v e l y  
d e s ig n a ted  began s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago.
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ALASKA ALASKA STATE

i

The Alaska Legislature has protected portions ol Alaska's outstanding natural hahtlnt and associated 
fish and wildlife resources by establishing Slate Game Rclugos. Stale Game Sanctuaries, and Slale Critical 
Habitat Areas. The statutes ivhlch authorize Ihese special areas give the Alaska Department ol Fish and 
Game authority lo preserve and protect the unique aspects lor which they were established

STATE GAME REFUGES are established lo make sure wildlife conlinuo lo 
popu'sto spocilic areas and lo insure the public continues lo have use ol 
Ihcsr wildlilo resources. These areas have (airly sizable concentrations, or 
many ditlerenl typos, ol waterfowl, big game, shorobirds, or other species. 
One or more elements ol habitat — such as food, vegetation, water, etc. 
— needed by Ibis wlHlilo is present.

The Alaska OopL.imcnt ol Fish and Gome manages slalo game rclugos 
liy focusing on a lectured wildlilo species or group ol species. This may mean 
rolmbllilaling or Improving the habilal on which Ihc wildlilo depends Uses 
ol relugo lands arc controlled lo prevent habilal changes which would be 
harmful lo the wildlife Activities are also controlled lo prevent disturbance 
ol Ihc wildlife itself. Human uses — Including recreational pursuits and 
harvest ol wildlife resources — arc permitted so long as (hey are in keeping with the primary reason lor establishing the refuge.

STATE GAME SANCTUARIES are also established lo p olecl lish and wildlife 
Lid their natural habitats. The primary reason lor soiling aside lands as slale 
game sanctuaries is lo give asylum lo important wildlilo populations. The 
wildlilo in Ihese cases normally uses Ihc land in somewhat exclusive ways. 
A sanctuary may provide the only place whore a certain population carries 
oul some pail ol its annual lile cycle such as leedlng. nesting, hauling out. 
or migration. (Sanctuaries are special areas set aside lo protect featured v.ildlllo populations.)

In managing sanctuaries, olher uses ol Ihe land are closely controlled, 
or arc prohibited, in order lo prevent changes In Ihe habilal or disturbance 
ol the protected species. Use of Ihe wildlife ilsell is also closely controlled

STATE CRITICAL HABITAT AREAS are places where proMclivo emphasis 
is on Ihe environment in which wtldlile occurs. Critical habitat areas may 
bo complete biotic systems — Identifiable onvironmenlal units that operate 
as self-sustaining systems — or well-delined areas specifically needed by wildlife lor certain functions such as nesting or spawning.

Management by Ihe Alaska Department ol Fish and Game is aimed 
primarily al providing prelection lor the habilal. All uses ol Ihe land which 
aio not compatible with that aim are restricted. In most Instances, harvest 
ol wildlilo is not precluded in a critical h*' 'at area

Slale critical habilal areas are sol l ,lde lo prolecl Ihe land and resources necessary lor certain species ol wildlife.
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P la n  fo r  c re a t io n  o f  h a b ita t  a re a  
w sns  s u p p o r t  o f  H o m e r  c o u n c i l
. By RONNIE CHAPPELL '

■. Daily News reporter .) . ,.■•••̂ '7: •' . 
v-i A plan to create a 19,000- 

acre. wildlife habitat area on 
the southern Kenai Peninsula 
has won the support of the 
Homer city council. . .1 

On a unanimous vote, the 
council Monday enacted a res- 
olution urging the legislature 
to approve a h '  placing the 
state-owned acreage under the 
management of the Alaska 
Department of Fish ard 
Game. • • L v - ?•*>•

Creation of the critical hab­
itat area would halt develop-. 
nient of a major cattle export 
project in the Homer area. It 
contains a 3,000-acre grazing < 
lease in the Fritz Creek drain- 
age that Han-A Samick Amer­
ica Corp. says is crucial to its 
plans for the production and 
exportation of 10,000 head of 
beef cattle a year. .}<>

According to.state biolo­
gists, the grazing lease is part , 
of the last big tract of unde­
veloped winter moose range. 
in the Homer area. •. - - >
i They warn that unless It', 
and other important winter 
feeding areas are preserved, 
the number of moose on the 
southern Peninsula will de­
cline dramatically.

“ We need to preserve 
places for moose to live and 
for people to enjoy them,” 
said Councilman John Cal­
houn. "With the continued de-. 
velopment of rural subdivi­
sions around the city, it is 
important to set aside a par­
cel of land that people can 
enjoy in its natural state.” •

.The bill now pending be­
fore the 'legislature guaran­
tees the city’s right to dam

•-•1. •. 14
Fritz Creek and use the re­
sulting reservoir, as a munici­
pal water supply. : it .

Similar assurances were of­
fered. under other plans for 
disposal of the Fritz Creek 
acreage. But city officials 
were skeptical, Calhoun said, 
that water quality in the wat­
ershed could be protected if 
the lease was u?;- , for intense 
livestock production. •"

By endorsing creation of 
the critical habitat area, Cal­
houn said, he and other coun­
cil members were "trying to 
represent the views of a ma­
jority” of people in the Hom-

vm  uf‘

«■*- erarea. ;
More than' 600 ‘ local' resi­

dents have signed petitions 
endorsing the idea. Another 
50 have written  ̂letters- to 
lawmakers. # ‘ ' ,

The bill protects the rights 
of inholders and gives the 
Kenai Peninsula Borough a 
say in the n anagement of 
lands it nominates for inclu­
sion in the habitat area. 
Hunting, trapping, skiing, 
hiking, camping and snowma- 
chining would be allowed in 
the area, but residential and 
agricultural ' development 

: ill ms num- would not. •••.;:>-< ■> y i. ,>. ■•, -

’ PRESENTING* \
•SONmSI CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
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— Professional Classroom Education based on

— Committed to High Educational Standards'A
' We have openings for next term in grades K-6. Call: 279- 
9325 or 346-2281 for more information, or write: P.O. Box
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IVIoose winter food supply threatened^
B i o l o g i s t ,  c i t i z e n s ’ g r o u p  w a n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  P e n i n s u l a  h a b i t a t  a r e a  I
By RONNIE CHAPPELL
Daily News reporter

The continued destruction 
of critical winter! feeding 
areas could decimate the 
moose population/ on the 
southern Kenai Peninsula, 
state biologists warn.

One of the biologists and a 
citizens’ group want to set 
aside on area of the Peninsula 
to assure the moose have a 
sufficient winter food source.

Residential subdivisions 
and agricultural development 
are fast gobbling pp the low­
land, willow forests on which 
moose depend for winter 
browse. Once these feeding 
areas are destroyed they can 
never be replaced, said Dave 
Holderman of the Alaska De­
partment of Fish and Game.

None of the winter feeding 
areas sbuth of Tustumenn 
Lake lies within the bounda­
ries of the Kenai National 
Wildlife Refuge,- Holderman 
said. Almost all are on pri­
vate land "that is being de­
veloped at a pretty rapid 
pace."

This shrinking winter 
range now represents less 
than 10 percent of the acreage 
foraged by the giant ungu­

lates in the spring, summer 
and fall, Holderman said.

It also is the factor that 
will determine the size of the 
area’s moose population in 
the future. If moose don't 
survive the winter, they can’t 
reproduce in the spring, he 
said. ’ ;

To prevent the complete 
destruction of the winter 
range, Holderman and ar *.d 
hoc citizens' committee trom 
the Homer area have pro­
posed creating a 19,000-acre 
critical habitat area that in­
cludes parts of the Anchor 
River and Fritz Creek drain­
ages.

Population densities as 
high as 23 moose per square 
mile have been recorded in 
the area. All of the land is 
owned by the state.

"This is the last opportuni­
ty to set aside a big portion of 
public land for the benefit of 
the wildlife populations on 
the southern Peninsula,”  
Holderman said.

If approved by the legisla­
ture, the habitat area would 
be ‘managed by the state De­
partment of Fish and Game. 
People could still hunt, fish, 
trap, hike, camp, ski and

snowmachine in the area, 
Holderman said, but residen­
tial and agricultural develop­
ment would not be allowed.

The plan is a controversial . 
one. . • '

Many- of the people who . 
support it see it as a way to 
block the development of a 
major1 cattle export project in 
the Homer area. A similar 
tactic-was used in the late 
1970s to prevent oil explora­
tion in Kachemak Bay.

According to Holderman, 
the critical habitat area was 
not conceived as a reaction to 
the cattle export venture. ; 
Work on the plan began in 
1981,-he said. "We were hop­
ing to get a proposal to the 
1985 legislature, which we 
have. done. This other issue 
came up in the meantime."

The "other” issue is a 3,- 
000-aere grazing lease in the 
Fritz Creek drainage that al­
most everybody wants.

The. University of Alaska 
wants title to the land so that 
it can lease the propeprty to 
Han-A Sa’mick America 
Corp., a Korean firm, that 
says the land is crucial to its 
plans Ici raise and export 10,- 
000 head of cattle a year.

The cities of Homer and ■ ; 
Kachemak want the drainage 
preserved as a po.,sib'e mu­
nicipal water source. The 
Kenai Peninsula Borough and i 
the Seldovia Native Assoca- 
tion have expressed an inter­
est in owning the land.

Fish and Game, Holderman j 
and the citizens’ committee 
would like to see the t r a c t ; 
included in the proposed criti- 
.cal habitat area. \ ‘

Earlier this month-, the j . <
state decided to transfer own-. ; .
ership to -the borough. But 
now borough officials say j
they don’t want the land if its , 1 
use is going to be limited by! . 
restrictions placed in the title. 
University officials . say 
there's a good chance they'
will appeal the decision. ’ :

"It’s unfortunate the tim-1 
ing las occurred like this," 
said homesteader Bob Moss 
who serves on the ad hoc task ;.
force. "No one on the commit- |
tee has taken a stand, one ,
way or the other."

Instead, he said, task force 
'members oppose the destruc­
tion of irreplaceable moose 
habitat for the sake of a ' 
grazing operation that could 
take place on other state land.

t



D E P A R T M E N T  R F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

POUCHM
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99S11 
PHONE: 007-465-2400

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M an a g em en t

J u l y  2 6 ,  1 9 8 5

The  H o n o r a b l e  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

F o l l o w i n g  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t o d a y ,  I ' m  w r i t i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  a  
b r i e f  u p d a t e  o n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  a c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  l a n d  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  i n  t h e  
A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  As  y o u  
k n o w ,  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  HB 2 8 0 ,  a l l o w s  f o r  m u n i c i p a l  l a n d  
c o n v e y a n c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t .

I ' v e  e n c l o s e d  a  c o p y  o f  D i r e c t o r  H a w k i n ' s  J u l y  1 6 ,  1 9 8 5  
d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  a p p e a l  o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  m a n a g e r ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  
c o n v e y  t h e  l a n d  t o  t h e  b o r o u g h ,  i n  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  
t h e  b o r o u g h ' s  m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  
h a s  u p h e l d  r h e  e a r l i e r  d e c i s i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  w i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  
o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a ,  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  now p r o p o s e s  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  l a n d  t o  t h e  b o r o u g h  
s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  P a g e  s e v e n  o f  t h e  e n c l o s e d  d e c i s i o n  e x p l a i n s  
f u r t h e r .

P l e a s e  l e t  me k n ow  i f  y o u  h a v e  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M i c h a e l  E .  V e d i n e r  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e r

Enclosure

c c :  C o m m i s s i o n e r  W u n n i c k e
Tom H a w k i n s ,  D i r e c t o r ,  DLWM A*

10-J9LH



1 Sections 21 - 24

2 Section 26: N 1/2

3 Section 27: N 1/2

4 Section 28: N 1/2

5 * Sec. 2. AS 16.20.230 is amended by adding ne w subsections to read:

6 (b) Notwithstanding AS 16.20.220 and the establishment of the

7 Anc ho r R iver and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Are a u nd er  ( a ) (12) of

8 this section,

9 (1) the use of and a pp ropriation of water rights from Fritz

10 Creek for a municipal and community w ate r source is p r o t ect ed  w i t h i n

11 the A nc h o r  River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area;

12 (2) the possibility of the construction of a da m and reser-

13 v oir on Fritz Creek is reserved w i t h i n  the A n c h o r  River and Fritz

14 Creek Critical Habitat Area.

15 (c) The use and enjoyment of v al id existing rights and interests

16 wi t h i n  the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat A r e a  are

17 protected. Future conveyances, including but not limited to rights-

18 of-way, timber sales, municipal entitlements, grazing leases, and oil

19 and gas leases, may occur.

20 (d) A  management plan for the An cho r River and Fritz Creek

21 Critical Habitat A rea shall be completed by July 1, 1989, by the

22 Department of Fish and Game in consultation wit h  the D ep ar tme nt  of

23 Natural Resources and the management pl a n  shall be su bmitted to the

24 legislature for review. The management plan  shall take effect w he n

25 approved by act of the legislature. The management p lan shall reflect

26 the concurrence of the Kenai Peninsula B o ro ug h as it applies to land

27 committed by the borough to the Anc ho r R iver and Fritz Creek Critical

28 Habitat Area.
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IN  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS  F O R  CS F O R  S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 2 8 0  (F i n a n c e )  

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  the A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k

C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a . "

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. \S 1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read: 

(12) A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k :  A l l  s t a t e  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  

c o n t a i n e d  i n  t he f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n :

(A) T o w n s h i p  4 South, R a n g e  13 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  25 

S e c t i o n  35 

S e c t i o n  36

(B) T o w n s h i p  5 South, R a n g e  12 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n s  17 - 20

(C) T o w n s h i p  5 South, R a n g e  13 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  2 

S e c t i o n  3 

S e c t i o n  4: E 1/2 

S e c t i o n  8 : S 1/2 

S e c t i o n s  9 - 1 1  

S e c t i o n s  13 - 20 

S e c t i o n  21: W  1/2 

S e c t i o n  24

(D) T o w n s h i p  5 South, R a n g e  14 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  13 

S e c t i o n  20: NE  1/4

-1- SCS CSSSHB 280(Fin)
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DIVISION OF LAND AND WATER MANAGEMENT 
DIRECTOR'S DECISION 

ADL 5 3 8 5 3 ,  2 0 6 3 4 7 ,  2 0 6 3 4 8

R e q u e s t e d  A c t i o n : On J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1985 t h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g i o n a l  M a n a g e r
i s s u e d  a  d e c i s i o n  t o  c o n v e y  t h r e e  p a r c e l s  o f  s t a t e  l a n d  n e a r  Homer 
t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  ( S e e  A t t a c h m e n t  
A ) .  The  u n i v e r s i t y  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  t h e  two s m a l l e r  p a r c e l s  ( t h e  80  a c r e  
" O h l s o n  M o u n t a i n  P a r c e l "  a n d  t h e  789 a c r e  "Red M e a t  C e n t e r "  p a r c e l ) ,  a nd  
t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  t h e  3 , 7 8 4  a c r e  " F r i t z  C r e e k "  
p a r c e l .  A t o t a l  o f  32  a p p e a l s  o f  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  by t h e
d i r e c t o r ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t ,  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s  and  
g r o u p s  ( S e e  A t t a c h m e n t  B ) .  B e c a u s e  t h e s e  a p p e a l s  c e n t e r  a r o u n d  s i m i l a r
i s s u e s ,  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s o l i d a t e d  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  d e c i s i o n .

L e g a l  A u t h o r i t y : AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 0 3 5 ^ a )  a nd  ( e ) ,  AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 8 1 0 ( a ) ,  a n d  AS
2 9 . 1 8 . 2 0 1 - . 2 1 3 ,  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h i s  d e c i s i o n .

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R e c o r d : D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  (DNR) c a s e f i l e s  ADL
5 3853  ( l e a s e  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  u n d e r  AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 8 1 0 ) ,  ADL 20 6 3 4 7  
a nd  ADL 2 0 6 3 4 8  ( K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  s e l e c t i o n s  u n d e r  AS 2 9 . 1 8 )  
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e c o r d  u s e d  by  t h e  d i r e c t o r  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  
t h i s  d e c i s i o n .  O t h e r  r e l a t e d  c a s e f i l e s  a r e :  ADL 2 0 3 9 2 8 ,  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  by
t h e  C i t i e s  o f  Homer a n d  Ka chema k  f o r  a  dam s i t e  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  
p a r c e l ;  r i g h t - o f - w a y  l e t t e r  p e r m i t ,  ADL 2 0 0 0 4 5 ;  o i l  & g a s  l e a s e ,  ADL 
3 3 3 0 7 5 ;  two  c o a l  p r o s p e c t i n g  p e r m i t  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  ADL 68069  a n d  6 8 0 7 0 ;
t i m b e r  s a l e  ADL 2 1 7 2 3 9 ;  o i l  & g a s  l e a s e ,  ADL 3 0 4 9 7 2 ;  a n d  ADL 7 4 4 6 6 ,  l a n d  
l e a s e  a p p l i c a t i o n .

B a c k g r o u n d : On F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 7 2 ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i s s u e d  a  " p u b l i c  and
c h a r i t a b l e  u s e "  l e a s e  u n d e r  AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 3 1 5 ( a )  (now AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 8 1 0 ( a ) )  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B e e f  R e s e a r c h  
C e n t e r .  The  l e a s e  was i s s u e d  f o r  55  y e a r s  ( e x p i r i n g  J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  2 0 2 7 )  a n d  
i s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  5 , 0 5 2 ±  a c r e s ,  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r c e l s :  O h l s o n  M o u n t a i n
(360dr  a c r e s ) ,  F r i t z  C r e e k  ( 3 , 9 0 3 d - a c r e s ) ,  a nd  t h e  Red M e a t  C e n t e r  (789d:  
a c r e s ) .

A l l  l a n d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  O h l s o n  M o u n t a i n  p a r c e l  a nd  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  F r i t z
C r e e k  p a r c e l  was  s e l e c t e d  by  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  o n  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,
1971 (ADL 5 5 7 4 5 )  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  b o r o u g h ' s  1 5 5 , 7 8 0  a c r e  m u n i c i p a l  l a n d
e n t i t l e m e n t  ( t h e  b o r o u g h ' s  r e m a i n i n g  l a n d  e n t i t l e m e n t ,  e x c e e d s  5 6 , 0 0 0
a c r e s ) .  A l l  b u t  80 a c r e s  ( t h e  r e m a i n i n g  O h l s o n  M o u n t a i n  p a r c e l ,  S2SW4 o f
S e c t i o n  2 7 ,  T5S ,  R13W, S . M . )  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  by  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t
on  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 8 2 .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  a p p r o v e d  l a n d  was  c o n v e y e d
t o  t h e  b o r o u g h  on  M a rc h  2 1 .  1 9 8 3 .  The  a f f e c t e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
l e a s e  was a l s o  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  b o r o u g h .  The  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h
s e l e c t e d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  o n  J u l y  7 ,  1 980  (ADL
2 0 6 3 4 7  a n d  ADL 2 0 6 3 4 8 ) .
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The  u n i v e r s i t y  r e q u e s t e d  a n  e x e m p t i o n  t o  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n  
o f  p u b l i c  a n d  c h a r i t a b l e  u s e  l e a s e  ADL 5 3853  i n  a  J a n u a r y  1 1 ,  1984  l e t t e r  
t o  DNR. T h e  u n i v e r s i t y  d e s i r e d  t o  s u b l e a s e  t o  Han-A S a m i c k  A m e r i c a  
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a  K o r e a n  ( p r o f i t )  c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  r e d  m e a t  i n d u s t r y  
a nd  a  j o i n t  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m  w i t h  a  K o r e a n  u n i v e r s i t y  (Kon K u k ) .

The  d e p a r t m e n t  r e s p o n d e d  on  F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  t h a t  no  e x c e p t i o n  c o u l d  b e  
g r a n t e d ,  b u t  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  l e a s e d  l a n d  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
r e p l a c e m e n t  p o o l  f o r  s e l e c t i o n ,  o r  be  s o l d  a t  p u b l i c  a u c t i o n .

On May 2 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  t h e  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  f o r  Han-A S a m i c k  a s k e d  f o r  t h e
c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  c o n c u r r e n c e  i n  a  d r a f t  c o n t r a c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a  a n d  Han-A S a m i c k  i n v o l v i n g  a  s u b l e a s e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  l e a s e  (ADL 
5 3 8 5 3 ) .

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  r e s p o n d e d  on  May 2 5 ,  1984 t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  had  b e e n
a d v i s e d  t h a t  a  s u b l e a s e  t o  a  p r o f i t  c o r p o r a t i o n  i s  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  t h a t  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  l e a s e  w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  t e r m i n a t e d  i f  a  s u b l e a s e  w e r e  
c o m p l e t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  f o u r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  w e r e  o f f e r e d  by  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r :
1)  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  r e l i n q u i s h  i t s  l e a s e  a n d  DNR c o u l d  c o n d u c t  a 
g r a z i n g  l e a s e  a u c t i o n ;  2)  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  r e l i n q u i s h  i t s  l e a s e  a n d  DNR 
c o u l d  c o n v e y  t h e  l a n d  t o  t h e  b o r o u g h ,  w h i c h ,  i n  t u r n  c o u l d  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ;  3 )  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  s t a t e  c o u l d  e x c h a n g e  t h e  l a n d  on  a n  
e q u a l  a p p r a i s e d  v a l u e  b a s i s ;  o r  4 )  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  s e l e c t  t h e  l a n d s  
u n d e r  t e r m s  o f  t h e  1983 U n i v e r s i t y  S e t t l e m e n t  A g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e .

An A u g u s t  1 5 ,  1984  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a d v i s e d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t h a t  
O p t i o n  4 ( a b o v e )  was t h e  p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e .  Th e  d e p a r t '  m t  r e s p o n d e d  
on  N ove m ber  7 ,  1984 t h a t  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  u n d e r  A p p e n d i x  
" 0 "  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  s i t e  p r o p o s e d  f o r  a  w a t e r  r e s e r v i o r  f o r  
t h e  C i t i e s  o f  Homer a n d  K a c h e m a k .^

On D e c e m b e r  4 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  d e c i s i o n  was i s s u e d  by t h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  
R e g i o n a l  M a n a g e r  w h i c h  p r o p o s e d  r e c l a s s i f y i n g  t h e  p a r c e l s  and  c o n v e y i n g  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .  A p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  F r i t z  
C r e e k  p a r c e l  ( 6 0 0  a c r e s )  wa s  t o  be  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  C i t i e s  o f  Homer  a nd  
Kachemak f o r  u s e  a s  a n  i m p o u n d m e n t  a r e a  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e s e r v i o r .  T h a t  
d e c i s i o n  was  amende d  on  D e c e m b e r  6 ,  1984 t o  i n c l u d e  a  m i n e r a l  c l o s i n g
o r d e r .

A h e a r i n g  on  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  d e c i s i o n  was h e l d  by t h e  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  a t  
t h e  Homer  H i g h  S c h o o l  on  D e c e m b e r  2 0 ,  1 9 8 4 .  O f  t h e  p e r s o n s  who s p o k e  a t  
t h e  h e a r i n g ,  14 w e r e  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e ;  4 s u p p o r t e d  a n d  2

^•The C i t y  o f  Homer (ADL 2 0 9 3 0 5 ,  J u l y  1 3 ,  1 9 8 2 )  a n d  C i t y  o f  K ach emak  (ADL 
2 0 3 9 2 8 ,  M a rc h  2 4 ,  1980)  s e p a r a t e l y  a p p l i e d  f o r  dam a nd  r e s e r v o i r  s i t e s  
w i t h i n  a n d  a d j a c e n t  to  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l .  The  C i t y  o f  Homer  
c o m m i s s i o n e d  a  w a t e r  f e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d y  f r o m  O l y m p i c  A s s o c i a t e s  Company o f  
S e a t t l e  i n  1 9 8 3 .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  1984 t h e  two c a s e s  w e r e  c o m b in e d  u n d e r  ADL 
2 0 3 9 2 8 ,  a n d  now i n c l u d e  o n l y  t h e  a r e a  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l .
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r e c om m ende d  a  r e s t r i c t e d  c o n v e y a n c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  v a r i e t y  o f  w r i t t e n  
co m m en ts  w e r e  r e c e i v e d ,  m o s t  o f  w h i c h  o p p o s e d  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e .  O p p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e  l a n d  t r a n s f e r  was a l m o s t  u n i f o r m l y  b a s e d  upo n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  
w a t e r s h e d  a n d  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  i n  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  a r e a .  A n o t h e r  common 
c o n c e r n  was t h e  p e r c e i v e d  u n s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Red M e a t  p a r c e l  f o r  a  c a t t l e  
f e e d l o t ,  d u e  t o  e x t e n s i v e  w e t l a n d s  and  p r o x i m i t y  t o  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t .

On J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1985 ,  t h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g i o n a l  M a n a g e r  i s s u e d  t h e  F i n a l
F i n d i n g ,  w h i c h  a p p r o v e d  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  O h l s o n  M o u n t a i n  a n d  Red M e a t  
C e n t e r  p a r c e l s  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  and  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  t o  
t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h .  The  d i r e c t o r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  32 a p p e a l s  
o f  t h a t  d e c i s i o n  on  o r  b e f o r e  F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  1 985 ,  t h e  d a t e  t h e  a p p e a l  p e r i o d  
l a p s e d .  S e v e r a l  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  by  t h e  d i r e c t o r  
a f t e r  t h e  a p p e a l  p e r i o d  e n d e d  a n d  h a v e  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  
a p p e a l s ,  b u t  h a v e  b e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d .

On A p r i l  2 2 ,  1 9 8 5 ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  h e l d  a  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  on  t h e  a p p e a l s  a t  t h e  
Homer  H i g h  S c h o o l .  A t o t a l  o f  17 p e o p l e  t e s t i f i e d ;  many o f  them w e r e  
a p p e l l a n t s  o f  r e c o r d .  A m a j o r i t y  o p p o s e d  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l .

On May 8 ,  1985 t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  c r e a t e d  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  -  F r i t z
C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  
p a r c e l .  T h e  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  v a l i d  
e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s ,  r e t a i n s  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  dam c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a l l o w s  f u t u r e  
c o n v e y a n c e  o f  l a n d ,  a nd  r e q u i r e s  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  by 
J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 9 . 2

P e r t i n e n t  I s s u e s

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  w h i c h  a r e :

1 .  H a b i t a t  r e t e n t i o n -  T h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  i n c l u d e s  p a r t  o f  a  
m oose  w i n t e r i n g  r a n g e ,  w h i l e  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k / B e a v e r  C r e e k  a r e a  i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  f i s h e r i e s .

2 S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  s t a t e s  i n  p a r t  
" ( b ) . . . ( 1 )  t h e  u s e  o f  and  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  w a t e r  r i g h t s  f r o m  F r i t z  C r e e k  

f o r  a  m u n i c i p a l  a n d  c o m m u n i ty  w a t e r  s o u r c e  i s  p r o t e c t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  . . . A r e a ;
( 2 )  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  dam a n d  r e s e r v i o r  on 

F r i t z  C r e e k  i s  r e s e r v e d  w i t h i n  t h e . . .  A r e a .
( c )  T h e  u s e  and  e n j o y m e n t  o f  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  a nd  i n t e r e s t s  w i t h i n  
t h e . . . A r e a  a r e  p r o t e c t e d .  F u t u r e  c o n v e y a n c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  
t o  r i g h t s - o f - w a y ,  t i m b e r  s a l e s ,  m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t s ,  g r a z i n g  l e a s e s ,  
a n d  o i l  a n d  g a s  l e a s e s ,  may o c c u r . "

I t  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  w i l l  be  c o m p l e t e d  by t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  & Game i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  DNR, s h a l l  r e f l e c t  KPB 
c o n c u r r e n c e  a s  i t  a p p l i e s  to  b o r o u g h  l a n d ,  a n d  w i l l  be  r e v i e w e d  by t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .
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2 .  W a t e r  s u p p l y  a n d  q u a l i t y :  W a t e r  i s  i n  s h o r t  s u p p l y  i n  t h e  Homer
a r e a  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  s o u r c e  
f o r  m u n i c i p a l  w a t e r  s u p p l y  p u r p o s e s .  C o n c e r n s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  
e x p r e s s e d  o v e r  p o s s i b l e  a d v e r s e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  i m p a c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  l a n d s .

3 .  A g r i c u l t u r e :  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  i n t e n d s  to  o b t a i n  a l l
t h r e e  p a r c e l s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  r e d  m e a t  
i n d u s t r y  and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t y  on  t h e  l o w e r  K e n a i  
P e n i n s u l a .

4 .  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  (KPB) e n t i t l e m e n t :  P u r s u a n t  t o  t h e
M u n i c i p a l  E n t i t l e m e n t  A c t ,  t h e  KPB h a s  a n  u n f u l f i l l e d  l a n d  
e n t i t l e m e n t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 6 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  ( a s  o f  M a rc h  2 9 ,  
1 9 8 5 ) .  The  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  w o u l d  f u r t h e r  
s a t i s f y  K P B ' s  r e m a i n i n g  l a n d  e n t i t l e m e n t .

F i n d i n g s

The w i d e  3 p e c t r u r a  o f  s t a t e  i n t e r e s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a nd  i n t e n s e  p u b l i c
a t t e n t i o n  f o c u s e d  u p o n  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  r e q u i r e s  c a r e f u l  a nd  d e l i b e r a t e  
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  i s s u e s  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  a p p e a l s .  I  f i n d  t h a t  
m o s t  o f  t h e  32 a p p e a l s  c a n  be  g e n e r a l i z e d  and  g r o u p e d  i n t o  t h r e e  c o m p o n e n t  
c a t e g o r i e s :  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t - * ,  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  w a t e r s h e d ^
a n d  t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p a r c e l s  f o r  l a r g e  s c a l e  a g r i c u l t u r e - * .  A l s o  
q u e s t i o n e d  w e r e  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  p a r c e l s  e i t h e r  u n d e r  t h e  
t e r r a s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  S e t t l e m e n t  A g r e e m e n t  o r  AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 8 1 0 6 , a n d  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  a l l o w  t h i r d  p a r t y  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  Red M e a t  C e n t e r  
p a r c e l 2 .

As n o t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  a p p e a l s  ( t y p i f i e d  by t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b ,  
A l a s k a  C e n t e r  F o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  C i t i z e n s  F o r  R e s p o n s i b l e  Land  U se )  
l a r g e l y  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  f r o m  
d e v e l o p m e n t  ( i n c l u d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n s )  w h i c h  m i g h t  a d v e r s e l y  
i m p a c t  t h e  a r e a ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  a s  h a b i t a t  f o r  moose  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  
w i n t e r  r a n g e )  and  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e .  I  f i n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  h a b i t a t  
r e t e n t i o n  a r g u m e n t  h a s  e f f e c t i v e l y  b e e n  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  by t h e

^ A l l  a p p e l l a n t s  e x c e p t  C a r l s o n ,  C i t i e s  o f  Homer  a n d  K a ch e m a k ,  M a n w i l l e r ,  
S e l d o v i a  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .

^ A p p e l l a n t s  B. A u l t ,  G. A u l t ,  J o s i e  B i l l s ,  J a m e s  B i l l s ,  B r a m e l ,  C i t i z e n s  
f o r  R e s p o n s i b l e  La nd  U s e ,  C i t i e s  o f  Homer  a n d  K a c h e m a k ,  H i g h l a n d / A r c h i b a l d ,  
Rhode a n d  Schumann .

^ A p p e l l a n t s  B u r y ,  C a r l s o n ,  C i t i z e n s  f o r  R e s p o n s i b l e  Land U s e ,  
H i g h l a n d / A r c h i b a l d ,  K l i e r a a n n ,  M a n w i l l e r ,  Sc h u m a n n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  and  
S u s a n  W agner  (Many o f  t h e s e  a p p e l l a n t s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  i f  l a n d  w e r e  c o n v e y e d  
to  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  i t  c o n t a i n  c o v e n a n t s  r e s t r i c t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t ) ,

^ A p p e l l a n t s  A l a s k a  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t ,  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  
S i e r r a  C l u b ,  C h r i s  G o l l .

2A p p e l l a n t s  C a r l s o n  a n d  M a n w i l l e r .
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l e g i s l a t u r e ’ s r e c e n t  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  -  F r i t z  G r e e k  C r i t i c a l  
H a b i t a t  A r e a  b i l l .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  e n c o m p a s s e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  3 , 7 8 4  
a c r e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  a nd  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  p u r p o s e  " t o  p r o t e c t  a n d  
p r e s e r v e  h a b i t a t  a r e a s  e s p e c i a l l y  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  f i s h  a n d  
w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  t o  r e s t r i c t  a l l  o t h e r  u s e s  n o t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h a t  p r i m a r y  
p u r p o s e "  (AS 1 6 . 2 0 . 2 2 0 ) .  B as ed  u p o n  t h i s  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,  I  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  
a p p e l l a n t s '  h a b i t a t  a r g u m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  a n d  s a t i s f i e d .

The  C i t i e s  o f  Homer a n d  Kachema k  a p p e a l e d  t h e  R e g i o n a l  M a n a g e r ' s  d e c i s i o n  
d u e  t o  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n a g e  r e m a i n  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  m u n i c i p a l  w a t e r  s u p p l y  p u r p o s e s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  
F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n a g e  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  c o n c l u s i v e l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a s  s u i t a b l e  
f o r  s u c h  u s e ,  I  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u l d  p r e s e r v e  t h i s  o p t i o n  a t  l e a s t  
u n t i l  more  d e f i n i t i v e  s t u d i e s  c a n  b e  c o m p l e t e d .  My r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  new
A n c h o r  R i v e r  -  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  b i l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  
a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h i s  s p e c i a l  d e s i g n a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  p r e c l u d e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  t h e  a r e a  f o r  a  f u t u r e  dam s i t e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  m u n i c i p a l  w a t e r  s u p p l y  
n e e d s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  c i t i e s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  b o r o u g h  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  
t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  o r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  a  m u n i c i p a l  w a t e r  s u p p l y  ( s h o u l d  KPB 
r e c e i v e  t h e  l a n d ) ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  t o  p r e e m p t  t h e  b o r o u g h  f r o m  s u c h  
a c t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  -  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  
H a b i t a t  A r e a  l e g i s l a t i o n  c l e a r l y  r e t a i n s  t h e  f u t u r e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  o p t i o n  a s  
w e l l  a s  p o s s i b l e  m u n i c i p a l  l a n d  c o n v e y a n c e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  
t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  Homer  a n d  Kache m a k  C i t y  ( p u r s u a n t  t o  
AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 8 1 0 )  i s  u n n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e s e r v e  f u t u r e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  o p t i o n s  a t  
t h i s  l o c a t i o n .

The  i s s u e  o f  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  t o  f u r t h e r  
f a c i l i t a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  r e d  m e a t  i n d u s t r y  on  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  i s  
more  c o m p l e x .  Th e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  e n c u m b e r e d  by  a  55 y e a r  
l e a s e  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  ( 4 2  y e a r s  r e m a i n i n g ) .  The  u n i v e r s i t y  h a s  a l s o  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  on  t h e  two s m a l l e r  p a r c e l s  t o  s u p p o r t  i t s  r e s e a r c h  
a n d  r a n g e  u s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  Homer  Red M e a t  
R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r  was d e a c t i v a t e d  i n  1 9 8 4 ,  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  f u n d s .

T h e  Red M e a t  a n d  O h l s o n  M o u n t a i n  p a r c e l s  c o n t a i n  s o i l s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e ,  w h i l e  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  s o i l s  a r e  a d e q u a t e  f o r  
g r a z i n g  p u r p o s e s .  Th e  u n i v e r s i t y  w o u l d  n e e d  t o  c l e a r  a n o t h e r  300  a c r e s  i n  
t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  t o  h e l p  f a c i l i t a t e  g r a z i n g .  Th e  u n i v e r s i t y  hope*. t o  
o b t a i n  t h e s e  l a u d s  to  d e v e l o p  a  r e d  m e a t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  t o  f u r t h e r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n  A l a s k a .  The  u n i v e r s i t y  a n n o u r c e d  
l a s t  y e a r  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  s u b l e a s e  t h i s  l a n d  t o  t h e  Han-A S a m i c k  A m e r i c a  
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a n  A l a s k a n  s u b s i d i a r y  f o r  two l a r g e r  K o r e a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  
f i r m s .  Han-A S a m i c k  w o u l d  u s e  t h e  a r e a  a s  t h e  f l a g s h i p  f o r  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  
p r o g r a m ,  w h e r e b y  o t h e r  p r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s  c o u l d  c o m m i t  g r a z i n g  o r  f o r a g e  
c r o p l a n d  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t .  H o w e v e r ,  many o f  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e - o w n e d  l a n d s  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  a r e a  l e a s e d  f o r  g r a z i n g  h a v e  s e e n  l i t t l e  
a c t u a l  g r a z i n g  a c t i v i t y  o c c u r .

Han-A S a m i c k  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  i t s  i n t e n t  t o  i n v e s t  some 20 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  
t h e  p r o j e c t  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s .  I t  w o u l d  e x p o r t  1 0 , 0 0 0  a n i m a l s  p e r



Director's Decision
ADL 53853, 206347, 206348

Page 6

y e a r  o n c e  i t  a c h i e v e d  f u l l  o p e r a t i o n .  The  u n i v e r s i t y  a p p e a r s  c o m f o r t a b l e  
w i t h  t h i s  c o m m e r c i a l  v e n t u r e  and  i s  a l s o  w i l l i n g  t o  c om m i t  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  t o  
t h e  e f f o r t .  T h e  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  r e c e i v e  a b o u t  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  a n n u a l  r e n t  
f r o m  t h i s  p r o j e c t  by  y e a r  10  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  Much o f  t h i s  i nc o m e  w o u l d  
l i k e l y  be  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  Land G r a n t  T r u s t  Fund  w i t h  p r o c e e d s  u s e d  i n  p a r t  
t o  s u p p o r t  u n i v e r s i t y  p r o g r a m s  s t a t e w i d e .  T h i s  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  a l s o  
g e n e r a l l y  h e l p  r e s e a r c h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  ( b r e e d i n g ,  f e e d i n g ,  n y g i e n e ,  b e e f  
p r o c e s s i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  e t c . )  a n d  c r e a t e  j o b s  a n d  a  m a r k e t  f o r  l o c a l  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a  r e s u l t a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  e n d e a v o r  i n  t h e  s o u t h  K e n a i  w o u i d  p r o v i d e  economic ,  b e n e f i t s  t o  
t h e  l o c a l  a n d  s t a t e  econom y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  a n  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n  w o u l d  a d v e r s e l y  i m p a c t  t h e  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o u r i s m  
i n d u s t r y  o f  t h e  Homer a r e a  i s  u n s u p p o r t e d .

T h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r - F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  d o e s  n o t  
a f f e c t  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  l e a s e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  s t i l l  o p e r a t e  a  g r a z i n g  v e n t u r e  on  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  
p a r c e l  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  d u r a t i o n  o f  i t s  l e a s e  ( 4 2  y e a r s ) .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  w i l l  l i k e l y  make i t  more  
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t o  m a x i m i z e  l e a s e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o p t i o n s .

B a s e d  u p o n  t h e  a b o v e ,  I  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  Red M e a t  a n d  O h l s o n  
M o u n t a i n  p a r c e l s  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  w o u l d  l i k e l y  f a c i l i t a t e  c o m m e r c i a l  
a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  r e s e a r c h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  on  t h e  l o w e r  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  a n d  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .

I  c o n s i d e r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t o  be  a  s t a t e  a g e n c y  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  AS 
3 8 . 0 5 . 8 1 0 ( a ) ,  w h o se  p r o f i t s  f r o m  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  a r e  r e t u r n e d  t o  
u n i v e r s i t y  p r o g r a m s  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  The  u n i v e r s i t y  i s ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  q u a l i f i e d  t o  r e c e i v e  l a n d  u n d e r  t h i s  s t a t u t e .  T h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
h a s  a  f i d u c i a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  manage  i t s  l a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a x i m i z e  
r e v e n u e  p r o d u c t i o n .  L a nd  o b t a i n e d  by t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  w o u l d  b e  e x e m p t  f r o m  
AS 38 r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  w ou ld  be  ma nag ed  f o r  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  u s e  a n d  b e n e f i t  
o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  H ow e ver ,  b e c a u s e  o f  d i e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  and  
f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h o s e  p a r c e l s ,  t h i s  c o n v e y a n c e  
s h o u l d  o c c u r  a t  f u l l  a p p r a i s e d  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e .

T h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g i o n a l  M a n a g e r  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  l a n d  t o  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s h o u l d  be  c r e d i t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  l i a b i l i t y  r e s u l t i n g  
f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  S e t t l e m e n t  A g r e e m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  I  f e e l  t h e  u s e  o f  t h a t  
a g r e e m e n t  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  W h e t h e r  t h e  
a p p r a i s e d  v a l u e  o f  t h e  l a n d  i s  d i r e c t l y  c r e d i t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
d u e  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  o r  d e p o s i t e d  i n ,  a n d  l a t e r  p a i d  f r o m ,  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
g e n e r a l  f u n d , i s  n o t  p r o p e r l y  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  d e c i s i o n .  T h e  s t a t e  
w i l l  r e c o u p  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  anyw ay  t h r o u g h  a  AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 8 1 0 ( a )  
c o n v e y a n c e  b a s e d  u p o n  a p p r a i s e d  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  a p p e a l  i n c l u d e s  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  Red 
M e a t  p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  p r o c e e d  u n l e s s  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  i s  c o n v e y e d ,  I
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f i n d  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  l a r g e l y  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d .  W h i l e  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  i s  c e r t a i n l y  f r e e  t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  p r o j e c t  a t  i t s  d i s c r e t i o n ,  I  
b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  o m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  F r i t z  
C r e e k  p a r c e l  f r o m  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  w i l l  s i n k  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  w o u l d  r e t a i n  i t s  e x i s t i n g  l e a s e  a t  F r i t z  C r e e k  a n d  s t a n d s  t o  
e n h a n c e  i t s  l a n d h o l d i n g s  by  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  800 a c r e s  ( O h l s o n  M o u n t a i n  a nd  
L e d  M e a t  p a r c e l s ) .  When c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u n i v e r s i t y  l a n d  
h o l d i n g s  n e a r  Hom er ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r i v a t e  l a n d  i n  t h e  s o u t h  K e n a i  a r e a ,  i t  
a p p e a r s  t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  g r a z i n g  l a n d  w i l l  r e m a i n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o j e c t .

S e v e r a l  a p p e l l a n t s  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c o n v e y a n c e  t o  t h e  K e n a i  
P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  (KPB) was n o t  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g i o n a l  
O f f i c e ' s  P r e l i m i n a r y  D e c i s i o n * * .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  c o n v e y a n c e  t o  t h e  KPB was 
n o t  o r i g i n a l l y  r e c o m m e n d e d ,  b u t  t h e  p e n d i n g  KPB s e l e c t i o n s  w e r e  n o t e d  i n  
t h a t  d e c i s i o n .  Th e  c h a n g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e l i m i n a r y  D e c i s i o n  t o  t h e  F i n a l  
F i n d i n g  was a  o u t g r o w t h  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n p u t  p r o c e s s ,  K P B ' s  u n f u l f i l l e d  
m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t  and  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r - F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  
H a b i t a t  A r e a .

I  a l s o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h ' s  p e n d i n g  m u n i c i p a l  s e l e c t i o n  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  on  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  p r e c e d e  a n d  s h o u l d  p r e e m p t  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y ' s  c o n v e y a n c e  r e q u e s t .  T h e  KPB i s  a  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e n t i t y  w i t h  
b r o a d  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  c a p a b l e  o f  m a n a g i n g  t h e  p a r c e l  f o r  
p u r p o s e s  u n r e l a t e d  t o  p r o f i t  m a k i n g . ^ As n o t e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  KPB a l s o  
h a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  o u t s t a n d i n g  l a n d  e n t i t l e m e n t  w h i c h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m u s t  
a d d r e s s  i n  a c  o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 2 9 . 1 8 .  As t h e  new A n c h o r  R i v e r  -  F r i t z  C r e e k  
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  d o e s  n o t  p r e c l u d e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  f r o m  m a k in g  a  KPB 
l a n d  c o n v e y a n c e  a t  F r i t z  C r e e k ,  I  f i n d  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t  t o  c o n v e y  t h i s  l a n d  i n  f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  K P B ' s  r e m a i n i n g  l a n d  
e n t i t l e m e n t  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  i t  i3 i n c l u d e d  i n  a n d  m a nage d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a .  T h i s  c o n v e y a n c e  w o u l d ,  h o w e v e r ,  
o c c u r  s u b j e c t  t o  a l l  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  
l e a s e  a n d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  -  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  
A r e a  l e g i s l a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  s h o u l d  t h e  b o r o u g h  s u b s e q u e n t l y  d e c i d e  t o  
r e l i n q u i s h  i t s  p e n d i n g  s e l e c t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  l b e l i e v e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  
e m p o w e re d  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  r e t a i n  t h i s  l a n d ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  a r e a  d e s i g n a t i o n .

T h e  C i t i z e n s  f o r  R e s p o n s i b l e  L a n d  Us e  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  Red 
M e a t  p a r c e l  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e  l a n d  i s  m o s t l y  w e t l a n d s  u n s u i t e d  
f o r  i n t e n s i v e  g r a z i n g  o r  f e e d l o t  o p e r a t i o n s  and  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  i s  
r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s e d  u s e .  
W h i l e  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  Red M e a t  p a r c e l  i n c l u d e s  " w e t l a n d s "  a s  d e f i n e d  by  
t h e  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e n ,  t h i s  w i l l  n o t  p r e c l u d e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n s .

^ A p p e l l a n t s  C a r l s o n ,  C i t i z e n s  f o r  R e s p o n s i b l e  L a n d  U3e ,  
H i g h l a n d / A r c h i b a l d .

9 A p p e l l a n t s  H i g h l a n d / A r c h i b a l d .
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H o w e v e r ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  t he  c o n f i n e s  o f  
t h e  A l a s k a  C o a s t a l  M a nagem en t  P r o g r a m ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  n e c e s s a r y  U . S .  C o r p s  
o f  E n g i n e e r s  ( C o r p s )  w e t l a n d s  p e r m i t s  o r  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  (DEC) w a t e r  d i s c h a r g e  p e r m i t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I  a l s o  f i n d  t h e  
i s s u e  o f  i n c o r a p a t i b l i t y  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  q u a n t i f y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
a r e a  i s  l a r g e l y  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  i t s  c h a r a c t e r  i s  d i s p e r s e d  a n d  r u r a l .  The  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n  ( i n c l u d i n g  f e e d l o t )  on  t h i s  
p a r c e l ,  i f  a l l o w e d  by t h e  C o r p s  a n d  DEC, w o u l d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be 
i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  s u r r o u n d i n g  l a n d  u s e s .  The  p e r m i t  p r o c e s s  w o u l d  a l s o  
a d d r e s s  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s u c h  d e v e l o p m e n t .

J o a n n a  F .  a n d  C h a r l e s  E.  M a n w i l l e r  a p p e a l e d  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e  F r i t z  
C r e e k  p a r c e l  b e c a u s e  c u r r e n t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  a r e a  i s  b y  l i m i t e d  e a s e m e n t  
a c r o s s  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  T h e y  h a v e  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e a s e m e n t  i s  
n o n - t r a n s f e r a b l e ,  was i n t e n d e d  o n l y  f o r  l i m i t e d  u s e  by  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t y  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  a d j a c e n t  l a n d o w n e r s  a nd  i s  n o t  c o m p a t i b l e  
w i t h  a  c o m m e r c i a l  c a t t l e  o p e r a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  n o t  my i n t e n t i o n  t o  
c o n v e y  t h i s  p a r c e l  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  a  c o m m e r c i a l  c a t t l e  o p e r a t i o n .  R a t h e r ,  
t h e  KPB w o u l d  be  t h e  l a _ J  r e c i p i e n t  and  w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  become  t h e  e n t i t y  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  a c c e s s  q u e s t i o n .

T h e  S e l d o v i a  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I n c .  (SNA) a l s o  f i l e d  a n  a p p e a l ,  
r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s u s p e n d  a n y  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  on t h e  s u b j e c t  
s t a t e  l a n d s  u n t i l  SNA h a s  a  c h a n c e  t o  w e i g h  i t s  i n t e r e s t  i n  them f o r  
i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  o n g o i n g  s t a t e / S N A  l a n d  e x c h a n g e .  S u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h i s  
r e q u e s t ,  t h e  s t a t e  a nd  SNA h a v e  a s s e m b l e d  a  p o o l  o f  s t a t e  l a n d s  w h i c h  w i l l  
r e c e i v e  f u r t h e r  t r a d e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The  l a u d  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  a p p e a l  i s  
n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  t r a d e  p r o p o s a l .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e  r e q u e s t s  o f  b o t h  KPB a n d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  f o r  t h e s e  l a n d s  w o u l d  p r e e m p t  
t h o s e  o f  SNA. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  I  f i n d  t h a t  i t  i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  r em ove  t h e s e  
l a n d s  f r o m  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  f o r  p o s s i b l e  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a n d  
e x c h a n g e .

Some a p p e l l a n t s  p o i n t e d  t o  t e c h n i c a l / t y p o g r a p h i c a l  e r r o r s  i n  t h e  F i n a l  
F i n d i n g  a n d  l a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  r e p o r t . H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e s e  e r r o r s  d i d  
n o t  m a t e r i a l l y  a l t e r  o r  c o n f u s e  a ny  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t s  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  I  
h e r e b y  d i s m i s s  t h i s  a r g u m e n t .

I n  sum mary ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g i o n a l  M a n a g e r ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  
c o n v e y  t h i s  l a n d  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a nd  b o r o u g h  b e s t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
o v e r a l l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h i s  a r e n a  o f  c o m p e t i n g  u s e s  a n d  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  Th e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  -  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  
e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e e m p t e d  my d e c i s i o n  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  t o  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  b e c a u s e  i t  c o n c l u s i v e l y  t i p p e d  t h e  c a r d s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o w a r d s  
h a b i t a t  r e t e n t i o n .  I t ' s  a s s o c i a t e d  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  p r o t e c t  m u n i c i p a l  w a t e r  
s u p p l y  a nd  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  p o s s i b l e  dam s i t e ,  w h i l e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a l l o w i n g  f o r

^ A p p e l l a n t s  C a r l s o n  a nd  P e r r y .
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m u n i c i p a l  c o n v e y a n c e s ,  h a v e  h e l p e d  p e r s u a d e  me t h a t  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  
s h o u l d  be  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  KPB. I n  t h i s  m a n n e r ,  p a r t  o f  K P B ' s  o u t s t a n d i n g  
l a n d  e n t i t l e m e n t  d e f i c i e n c y  c a n  be  r e t i r e d  w h i l e  t h e  dam s i t e / w a t e r  s u p p l y  
a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  p r e s e r v e d .

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h e  Red Meat, a nd  O h l s o n  M o u n t a i n  p a r c e l s  a r e  n o t  i n t r i n s i c  
t o  e i t h e r  h a b i t a t  o r  w a t e r  s u p p l y ,  n e e d s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  r e p r e s e n t  a n  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a d v a n c e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e n d e a v o r s  t h r o u g h  c o n v e y a n c e  t o  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y .

B a s e d  on  t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  I  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  o f f e r  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  p a r c e l  t o  
t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t  u n d e r  AS 
2 9 . 1 8  a n d  t o  c o n v e y  t h e  Red M e a t  C e n t e r  a n d  O h l s o n  M o u n t a i n  p a r c e l s  u n d e r  
AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 8 1 0 ( a ) ,  a t  a p p r a i s e d  f a i r  m a r k e t  v a l u e ,  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a .  C o n v e y a n c e  o f  t h e s e  p a r c e l s  s h a l l  be  s u b j e c t  t o  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  
r i g h t s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  -  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  
H a b i t a t  A r e a  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  may, w i t h i n  30  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i s  r e c e i v e d ,  
b e  a p p e a l e d  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  E s t h e r  C. W u n n i c k e ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  P o u c h  M, J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 .  I f  no  a p p e a l  i s  f i l e d  
w i t h i n  t h i s  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  s h a l l  be  f i n a l .

D e c i s i o n

T o m  H a w k i n s  

Direci o r

D i v i s i o n  of  L a n d  a n d  W a t e r  M a n a g e m e n t

D a t e
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION

O h l s o n  M o u n t a i n  P a r c e l ;

T 5 S , R13W, SM 

S e c .  2 7 :  S1 /2 SW 1/4

T o t a l :  "180 A c r e s

R ed  M e a t  C e n t e r  P a r c e l :

T5 S ,  RL2W, SM

S e c .  3 3 :  SW1/4NW1/4,  E1 /2NW 1/4,  W1/2NE1/4 ,  N 1 / 2 S E 1 / 4 ,  E1/2SW 1/4  ( 3 6 0  A c r e s )
S e c .  3 4 :  L o t s  1 & 2 ,  NL /2NE L/4 ,  SW1/4NE1/4 ,  NW1/4, N1/2SW1/4  ( 4 2 8 . 7 0  A c r e s )

T o t a l :  * 7 8 8 . 7  A c r e s

F r i t z  Creek.  P a r c e l :

T5S,  R12W, SM

S e c .  1 7 :  N L /2 ,  SW1/4,  W I / 2 S E 1 / 4  ( 5 6 0  A c r e s )
S e c .  1 8 :  L o t s  1 - 4 ,  E l / 2 ,  E1/2W1/2  ( 6 0 3 . 2 8  A c r e s )
S e c .  1 9 :  L o t s  1 - 4 ,  E l / 2 ,  E1/2W 1/2  ( 6 0 4 . 9 2  A c r e s )
S e c .  2 0 :  A l l  (640  A c r e s )
S e c .  3 0 :  L o t s  1 - 3 ,  E1/2NW1/4 ( 1 7 5 . 3 9  A c r e s )

T 5 S , RI3W, SM

S e c .  1 3 :  A l l  ( 6 4 0  A c r e s )
S e c .  2 4 :  N l / 2 ,  S E 1 / 4 ,  N1/2SW1/4 ( 5 6 0  A c r e s )

T o t a l :  * 3 , 7 8 3 . 5 9  A c r e s

G r a n d  T o t a l :  * 4 , 6 5 2 . 2 9  A c r e s



Attachment B 

Appellants

A l a s k a  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  Env ironmen t  1069 West  6 t h  Anchorage ,  A la ska  
99501 A t t n :  C l i f f  Eames
A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  the  S i e r r a  Club 241 E. 5 t h ,  S u i t e  205 Anchorage ,  Alaska
99503 A t t n :  J e f f  P a r k e r / S a l l y  Kab ish
C h r i s  G o l l  4127 R as pbe r ry  Road Anchorage ,  Alaska  99502

S u s an  A r a m o v i c h / S c o t t  Burbank Box 2412 Homer, A laska  99603

Barb  B u x z e l l i  A u l t  Box 15315 FCB Homer; A laska  99603

Gary  A u l t  Box 15315 FC Homer, Al aska  99603

James R.  B i l l s  Box 15068 F r i t z  Creek  Homer, A laska  99603

J o s i e  S .  B i l l s  Box 15068 F r i t z  Cree k  Homer A la s ka  99603

T e r r i  Bramel  HCR 38750 C la r k  Road Homer, A la ska  99603

K a ren  C. Bury Box 15115 F r i t z  Creek  Homer, A laska  99603

P a u l  A. C a r l s o n  Box 15001 FCB Homer, A laska  99603

C i t i z e n s  f o r  R e s p o n s i b l e  Land Use P.O. Box 15227 F r i t z  C ree k ,  A l a s k a  
99603 A t t n :  R o b e r t  A r c h i b a l d ,  Brad Gamble and R o b e r t a  High lan d

C i t y  o f  Hcmer 3670 Lake S t r e e t  Homer, A laska  99603-7647 
A t t n :  P h i l  S h e a l y ,  C i t y  Manager

C i t y  o f  Kachemak P.O. Box 958 Kachemak v i a  Homer, A la ska  99603 
A t t n :  V i c t o r i a  L. P u g i l ,  Mayor

B a r b a r a  J .  Gamble P .O.  Box 15128 Homer, A la ska  99603

R o b e r t a  H i g h l a n d / R o b e r t  A r c h i b a l d  Box 15312 FCB Homer, A la ska  99603

M i tc h  J .  Kl iemann P .O.  Box 15074 FCB Homer, A la ska  99603

To* L a t i m e r  Box 2110 Homer, A las ka  99603

Mary A. L i g h t  Box 369 G l e n n a l l e n ,  A la ska  99588

Jo h n  McKee 1547 A i r p o r t  H e i g h t s  Rd. Anchorage ,  A la ska  99508

C h a r l e s  E .  and JoAnna F .  M a n w i l l e r  6611 Sherwood C i r c l e  Anchorage ,  A las ka
99504 and %Hal P .  Gazaway, A t t o r n e y  a t  Law 550 W. S e v e n t h ,  S u i t e  1210 
Anchorage ,  A la ska  99501

L u l u  W. M i d d le to n  54190 E a s t  Road Homer, A la ska  99603 

Tim Hum a n a  HCR 54865 Eas t  Road Homer, A laska  99603 

L o r r a i n e  O 'K ee fe  SRA Box 549 Homer, Alaska  99603



R. O l a 00 SRA Box 589 Homer, A la ska  99603

J a n i c e  D. P e r r y  P .O .  Box 15097 F r i t z  Creek  Branch Via Homer, Alaska  
99603

Da vid  P .  Rhode Box 15217 F . C .  Homer, Alaska  99603

Mr. Ed SchuMann P .O .  Box 15176 Homer, Alaska  99603

S e ld o r r l a  N a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n c .  P . O .  Drawer L S e l d o v i a ,  Alaska  
99663 A t t n :  Fred  H. E l v s a a s ,  P r e s i d e n t

Pam S h a f f o r d  Box 15031 FCB Homer, Al aska  99603

H e l e n  S o a r e s  7210 Sherwood Avenue Anchorage ,  A la ska  99504

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  3354 C o l l e g e  Road F a i r b a n k s ,  A las ka  99701 
A t t n :  S c o t t  T a y l o r ,  A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r ,  S t a t e w i d e  O f f i c e  o f  Land Management

S a l l y  and  D a n i e l  V a g n e r  5705 S t e r l i n g  Way Anchorage ,  A laska  99504

S u s a n  Vagner  240 Melody P l a c e  Anchorage ,  Alaska  99504
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Dan a n d  V i o l a  J e r r e l  
Box 938
H om er ,  AK 99603

D e a r  Dan a n d  V i o l a :

A s ^ y o u  know b y  now,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  HB 280 c r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  
a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  A l t h o u g h  a l l  y o u r  c o n c e r n s  w e r e  n o t  
a d d r e s s e d ,  t h e r e  was s u b s t a n t i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  b i l l  f r o m  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s .
I  h a v e  t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a nd  Game a nd  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a nd  t h e y  b o t h  a s s u r e  me t h a t  e x i s t i n g  v a l i d  l e a s e s  wi j .1  
b e  p r o t e c t e d .

'•j;.;
%•:- ■

■ m - .

You w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  a d d i t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  comment  o n  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  The  b i l l  a s  p a s s e d  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  
a n d  Game t o  c o m p l e t e  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  a r e a  b y  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 9 .  T h i s  
p l a n  m u s t  b e  d e v e l o p e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  a nd  w i t h  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h .  P r i o r  
t o  a d o p t i o n ,  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  
a p p r o v a l .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p r o c e s s .

I  h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  b i l l  f o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n .

1

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  l e g  - i l a t i o n .
'•V*

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

■

litt !

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

E n c l o s u r e

'
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T O :  S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S

S E N A T O R S  S T U R G U L E W S K I ,  F A H R E N K A M P ,  E L I A S O N , S A C K E T T ,  B E N N E T ,
R A Y

F R O M :  V I  J E R R E L  
B O X  9 3 8
H O M E R ,  A K  * 9 9 6 0 3  P H .  3 4 9 - 9 6 9 5  A N C .

R E :  H B  2 8 0  - A N C H O R  R I V E R /  F R I T Z  C R E E K
»

D O  N O T  P A S S  H B  2 3 0  W H I C H  W O U L D  C R E A T E  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  H O M E R .  
H U S B A N D  / I  A S K E D  R E G A R D I N G  L E A S E S  W E ' V E  D E V E L O P E D . D E L E T E  L E A S E D  
A R E A  F R O M  H A B I T A T  D E S I G N A T I O N F I S H / G A M E  N O T  Q U A L I F I E D  T O  
R E G U L A T E / M A N A G E  A G R I C U L T U R E  * C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  R E S T R I C T S .  N E E D  
M U L T I  U S E  D E S I G N A T I O N  M O O S E / R A N G E *  W E  A S K  B I L L  G O  T O  J U D I C I A R Y -  
L O O K  I F  R I G H T S  D E P R I V E D ,  P O S S I B L Y  P R E V E N T I N G  L A W S U I T  T O  H A V E  B I L L  
O V E R T U R N E D .
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G o r d o n  J o n e s  
Box 2233
H om er ,  AK 99603  

D e a r  G o r d o n :

I  am h a p p y  t o  r e p o r t  t o  y o u  t h a t  HB 280 c r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  
C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  Arc.a h a s  p a s s e d  b o t h  houses,  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a nd  
h a s  b ;n s i g n e d  by  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  Th e  s u n s e t  amendmen t  w a s  r e m o v e d .  As 
c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  I  h e l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  o n  A p r i l  
29 a n d  May 3 ,  1985 and  was  v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t e s t i m o n y  i n  
f a v o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l  and  v o t e d  f o r  i t s  p a s s a g e .  I  a g a i n  s u p p o r t e d  HB 280 
w hen i t  came up f o r  d e b a t e  on  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  S e n a t e .

T h i s  1 9 , 0 0 0  a c r e  a r e a  w i l l  b e  m a n a g e d  a s  a  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  b u t  w i l l  
a l l o w  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  v a l i d  r i g h t s  and  i n t e r e s t s .  Communi ty  
w a t e r  r i g h t s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  a n d  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  dam a n d  r e s e r v o i r  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  f u t u r e  c o m m u n i ty  
n e e d s .

You w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e m a i n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  a s  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  c a l l s  f o r  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  b y  J u l y  1 ,  1989 by  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  Game i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a nd  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h .  The  
m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  m u s t  t h e n  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  a p p r o v a l .

I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  C i t i z e n  
i n v o l v e m e n t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  a nd  y o u r • ' A c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  
w a s  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l .

P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  k e e p  me i n f o r m e d  o f  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  o f  c o n c e r n .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e
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* O R I G I N A L  *
* S E N T : 0 5 / 0 7 / 8 5  T I M E : 13=01 *
* FR OM:  T C H O M  *

* S U B J E C T :  P O M  *
* P R I N T  DATE: 0 5 / 0 7 / 3 5  TIM E:  1 3 : 0 2  *
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T O :  A L L  S E N A T O R S

F R O M :  G O R D O N  J O N E S ,  B O X  2 2 3 3 ,  H O M E R ,  A K .  9 9 6 0 3  2 3 5 - 8 8 6 3

S U B J E C T :  H B  2 8 0

I  S T R O N G L Y  D I S A P P R O V E  O F  A N Y  S U N S E T  A M E N D M E N T S  I N  T H E  F R I T Z  C R E E K  
C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  B I L L  ( H B  2 8 0 ) .  T H I S  A R E A  N E E D S  P E R M A N E N T  
P R O T E C T I O N . ,  P L E A S E  F O L L O W  T H E  H O U S E ' S  D I R E C T I O N  A N D  P A S S  H B  2 8 0  
W I T H O U T  A M E N D M E N T S .
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E d g a r  B a i l e y
Kache mak  Bay C o n s e r v a t i o n  S o c i e t y  
Box 846
Hom er ,  AK 99603 

D e a r  E d g a r :

I  am h a p p y  t o  r e p o r t  t o  y o u  t h a t  HB 280  c r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  
C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  h a s  p a s s e d  b o t h  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and  
i s  now a w a i t i n g  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  s i g n a t u r e .  As c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  I  h e l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  on  A p r i l  29 a n d  May 3 ,  1985 a n d  
wa s  v e r y  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t e s t i m o n y  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  
v o t e d  f o r  i t s  p a s s a g e .  I  a g a i n  s u p p o r t e d  HB 280 when  i t  came  up f o r  d e b a t e  
o n  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  S e n a t e .

• ‘ ’ jf I ' • . - » •
T h i s  1 9 , 0 0 0  a c r e  a r e a  w i l l  b e  m a nage d  a s  a  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  b u t  w i l l  
a l l o w  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  v a l i d  r i g h t s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s .  Communi ty  
w a t e r  r i g h t s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  a nd  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  dam a n d  r e s e r v o i r  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  f u t u r e  c o m m u n i ty  
n e e d s .

You w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e m a i n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  a s  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  c a l l s  f o r  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  b y  J u l y  1 ,  1989 by  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a nd  Game i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h .  The  
m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  m u s t  t h e n  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  a p p r o v a l .

... • •• -V-
J

I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  - C i t i z e n  
i n v o l v e m e n t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  a n d  y o u r  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t
was  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  .... • ,

• I**.-. - "•* .• . * - .“•T i ■

P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  k e e p  me i n f o r m e d  o f  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  o f  c o n c e r n .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

----
S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e
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'C 5'U P P 0 R T  P A S S A G E  O F  H B  2 8 0  A S  W R I T E N  I N  T H E  H O U S E .  I  
O P P O S E  M E A S U R E S  S U C H  A S  T H E  S U N S E T  C L O S U R E  D E S I G N E D  T O  W E A K E N  I T .  
E O M
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S U B J E C T :  H B  2 8 0

I  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  V O I C E  M Y  S T R O N G  S U P P O R T  F O R  H B  2 8 0  O N  T H E  
C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  F O R  T H E  K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A *  I  W O U L D  A L S O  L I K E  T O  
I N D I C A T L  M Y  O P P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  S U N S E T  C L A U S E  W H I C H  I S  I N  T H A T  B I L L  
N O W *
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T C H O M
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# W # * # * X X X X X * X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

T O :  S E N *  F A I R S ,  S A C K E T T , K E R T T U L A ,  E L I A S O N ,  F E R G U S O N ,  P A U L
F I S C H E R , H A L F O R D ,  S T U R G U L E W S I ,  F A H R E N K A M P ,  C O G H I L L ,  E L I A S O N ,  
V I C  F I S C H E R  A N D  Z H A R O F F

F R O M :  D E R E K  S T O N O R O V ,  S R A  B O X  4 4 B ,  H O M E R ,  A K .  9 9 6 0 3  2 3 5 - 8 2 7 3

S U B J E C T :  H B  2 8 0

U R G E  Y O U  T O  S U P P O R T  H B  2 8 0  A S  W R I T T E N .  I  A M  O P P O S E D  T O  A N Y  
S U N S E T  C L A U S E  A S  T H I S  I S  T H E  A N T I T H E S I S  O F  S O U N D  L A N D  P L A N N I N G
A N D  M A N A G E M E N T .

E O M X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
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x  O R I G I N A L  x
x  S E N T :  0 5 / 0 7 / 8 5  T I M E :  1 3 : 3 8  *
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x  S U B J E C T :  P O M  *
x  P R I N T  D A T E :  0 5 / 0 7 / 8 5  T I M E :  1 3 - 3 8  x
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x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x  

T O :  S E N .  F A  I K S  A N D  S T U R G U L E W S K I 5

F R O M :  P A T T I  C A R E Y ,  H C R  5 4 3 5 5  W I L D E R N E S S  L N .  ,  H O M E R ,  A K .  9 9 6 0 3
2 3 5 - 6 9 0 2

S U B J E C T : H B  2 8 0

P L E A S E  S U P P O R T  H B  2 8 0  O N  T H E  C R I T I C A L  M O O S E  H A B I T A T .  I  O P P O S E  
T H E  I N C L U S I O N  O F  T H E  S U N S E T  C L A U S E .  T H A N K  Y O U .
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T  0  : H  0  U  S  E  F I N  A  N  C  E  C 0  M M I T  T  E

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  A D A M S , R I N G S T A D , D U N C A N , L A R S O N , 
G O T T E N ,  F R A N K ,  B I N K L E Y ,  P O U R C H O T ,  R I E G E R ,  U E H L I N G

S E N A T O R S  S T U R G U L E W S K I , F A I K S

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  P E T T Y . . 1 0 H N

F R O M .  P E R R Y  K N E E D L E R  
1 1 9 2 3  R  A  I N - B O W
A N C H O R A G E ,  A K , .  9 9 5 1 6  P H O N E :  3 4 5 - 3 7 6 7  H M

S Z Y M A N S K I ,

R E :  H B  2 8 ^ N C H G R  R I V E R /  F R I T Z  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A  

P L E A S E  A P P R O V E  H B 2 8 0 .  W E  N E E D  M O O S E  W I N T E R I N G  G R O U N D , .



The Hen. Arliss Sturgulewski 
Chairperson,
Senate Resources Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska, 99811

Madam:

W e  v-juld appreciate yeur support when House Bill 280 clears the House.

At this time, we have ne guarantee that our local Senator will introduce it

The majority of people in this area do support it. We can only hope, that 
Fischer will reconsider before House Bill 280 clears the House.

Thanking you in advance for your support,

Paul A. & Barbara J. Garlsen

Box 15001
Frits Creek Branch 
Homer, Alaska, 99603 

235-6489
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A la s k a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L obby ,  Inc
204 N. Franklin Street, Suite 3 |uneau, Alaska 99801 907-586-2345

Dear Representative Navarre:

Congratulations on your recant introduction of HB 280, "An Act creating the Anchor River and 
Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area." This proposed legislative designation would maintain critical 
moose wintering grounds, protect important riparian and fur bearing habitat, protect popular 
recreational opportunities on the Kenai, and ensure a future water supply for lower peninsula 
residents.

Representative Mike Navarre 
Pouch Y
Juneau, Alaska 99311

farch 25, 1985

(

Protection of relatively undisturbed stream and river bottoms in the lower Kenai is essential to 
the perpetuation of the area's moose population. Though wide ranging in the summer and fall 
months, the estimated 2500 moose of the area rely upon only five or six drainages during the 
winter for the food, cover and diminshed snowfall necessary for survival. These streams and 
rivers, however, are changing quickly ss the human population of the Kenai increases. The 
moose must contend with loss of habitat and assxiated human uses of the area such as grazing. 
Without being alarmist, it is safe to say that protection of some of these overwintering areas is 
necessary for the survival of moose populations in the lower Kenai.

Of course, moose are not the only users of the area. The riparian habitat that support the moose 
also support a variety of other important species including dolly verden, steelhead, cohos and 
king salmon. Bald eagles, black and brown bear, and fur bearing animals like mink, coyote, wolf, 
river otter and beaver utilize the area as well.

Alaskans would stand to benefit from the proposed designation also. Recreational uses of the area 
would be encouraged under critical habitat management. Skiing, hiking, hunting, fishing, 
trapping, wildlife viewing and photography would all be proper uses of the area, subject to 
ADF&G's protection of the wildlife habitat. (Salmon sportfishing, for instance, is alread/ 
prohibited in the area). The area is currently widely used for these activities and these uses 
would be enhanced under critical habitat designation.

Finally, parts of the proposed critical habitat area are being considered for a cattle grazing and 
feedlot operation. This would threaten both moose habitat and a watershed identified 8s important 
by the cities of Homer and Katchemak. Creating the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical 
Habitat Area makes good sense: it means that future generations of Alaskans on the Kenai will be 
able to enjoy a healthy moose population; and the cities of Homer and Katchemak will be ensured 
a future source of drinking WBter. The Alaska Environmental Lobby-on behalf of 19 
conservation groups statewide--is pleased to endorse HB 280.

cc: Rep. Peter Goll
ALASKA CENTFR FOR THE ENVIRONMENT • ALASKA CHAPTER. SIERRA CLUB O' JUNf/AU G3btNt£IERRA CLUB • SITKA fUJawP'STFRRA Cum 
KNIK GROUP SIERRA CLUB • DENALI GROUP SIERRA CLUB • ANCHORAGE AUDUBON SuUlkl T » AhU  ILAUOUBON SOCIETY 
DENALI CITIZENS'COUNCIL • ALASKA FRIENOS OF THE EARTH • JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY • KACHEMAK BAY CONSERVATION SOCIETY 
KENAI PENINSULA AUDUBON SOCIETY • KODIAK AUOUBON SOCIETY • LYNN CANAL CONSERVATION • ALASKA WILDERNESS GUIDES ASSOCIATION 
SITKA CONSERVATION SOCIETY • NORTHERN ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER • SOUTHEAST ALASKA CONSERVATION COUNCIL



Hom er  Soil Conservat ion Sub-Dist rict  
P.O. Box 415 • Homer, Alaska 99603 - Telephone: 235-8177

March 26, 1985

Dave V a n d e r b r i n k  
K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  

T a s k  F o r c e  
P . O .  Box 1236 
Hom er ,  A l a s k a  99603

RE: C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  -  A n c h o r  R i v e r  & F r i t z  C r e e k  D r a i n a g e

D e a r  D a v e ,

I  am w r i t i n g  on  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  o f  t h e  Homer 
S o i l  & W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t .  As yo u  w e l l  know,  we h a v e  
f o l l o w e d  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  f o r m u l a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  moose  h a b i t a t  l e g i s l a t i o n .

We w i s h  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  t h e  u l t i m a t e  
p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  On 13 M a rc h  1 9 8 5 ,  we w e r e  g i v e n  
a m p le  a s s u r a n c e s  by  y o u  a nd  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  w o u l d  a l l o w  c o n t i n u e d  m a n ag e m e n t  a s  a  m u l t i p l e  
r e s o u r c e ,  t h u s  a l l o w i n g  o p e n  g r a z i n g  o f  l i v e s t o c k  a nd  a s s o c i a t e d  
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  w o u l d  n o t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  o r  d e p l e t e  t h e  h a b i t a t .  
T h i s  a s s u r a n c e  e l i m i n a t e d  o u r  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n .

We t h e r e f o r e  w i s h  t o ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  e x p r e s s  o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  by  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  ho p e  t h a t  y o u r  
a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  b r i n g  a  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n c l u s i o n  t o  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT -SELF-G O VERN M ENT



A  R E S O L U T I O N  E N D O R S I N G  H O U S E  B I L L  2 8 0  " A N  A C T  
C R E A T I N G  T H E  A N C H O R  R I V E R  A N D  F R I T Z  C R E E K  
C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A " .

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  H o m e r  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  
t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  W a t e r s h e d  f o r  f u t u r e  u s e  as  a w a t e r  s u p p l y  f o r  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a 7 a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  C i t y  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  p  - e s e r v i n g  a r e a s  f o r  
w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , t h e  C i t y  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  
p r e s e r v i n g  c e r t a i n  l a n d s  f o r  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  a n d  p u b l i c  
r e c r e a t i o n  p u r p o s e s ?

N O W  T H E R E F O R E ,  t h e  C i t y  e n d o r s e s  H o u s e  B i l l  28 0 " A n  A c t  
c r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  
A r e a " ;

D A T E D ,  a t  H o m e r ,  A l a s k a  t h i s  d a y  o f  March.. 1985.

C I T Y  O F  H O M E R

K a t h l e e n  H e r o l d ,  C i t y  C l e r k



I n t r o d u c e d  b y l e g i s l a t i v e  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e s

Land Acqu. and

Date: 
V o t e :

A p r i l  2, 1985 
14 Yes, 1 No
Adopted

R E S O L U T I O N  8 5 -50

S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  E N A C T M E N T  O F  H O U S E  B I L L  280 C R E A T I N G  T H E  A N C H O R  
R I V E R  A N D  F R I T Z  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A .

WHEPvEAS, t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  F o r c e  w a s  
f o r m e d  b y  a g r o u p  o f  c i t i z e n s ;  and

W H E R E A S , a f t e r  study, this t a s k  f o r c e  h a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  the 
c r e a t i o n  o f  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  in t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  
C r e e k  d r a i n a g e  area; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  N a v a r r e  a n d  G o l l  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  HB 
280 in the l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o p o s i n g  the c r e a t i o n  of  the A n c h o r  PJLver 
a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  area; a n d

WHEPJEAS, t h e  a s s e m b l y  s u p p o r t s  c r e a t i o n  o f  the A n c h o r  
R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  area;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  A S S E M B L Y  O F  T H E  K E N A I  
P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H :

S e c t i o n  1 . T h a t  the a s s e m b l y  s u p p o r t s  the p a s s a g e  o f  H B  280 
w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  c r e a t i o n  o f  the A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r ea.

S e c t i o n  2 . T h a t  the c l e r k  is d i r e c t e d  to f o r w a r d  c o p i e s  of 
t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  to G o v e r n o r  W i l l i a m  S h e f f i e l d ,  to the H o u s e  
R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  the H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  S e n a t e  P r e s i­
dent, D o n  B e n n e t t ,  S p e a k e r  of the Ho u s e ,  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  S e n a­
tors Pa u l  F i s h e r ,  J a l m a r  K e r t t u l a ,  E d n a  D e V r i e s  a n d  J o h n  S a c k e t t ,  
a n d  to P v e presentatives M i k e  N a v a r r e ,  A n d r e  M a r r o u ,  B e t t e  Cato, 
M i k e  S z y m a n s k i ,  K a y  W a l l i s  a n d  P e t e r  Goll.

A D O P T E D  B Y  T H E  A S S E M B L Y  O F  T H E  K E N A I  P E N I N S U L A  B O R O U G H  O N  
T H I S  2nd D A Y  OF  April_____________ , 1985.



M a r c h  1, 1 7 8 5

D a v e  V a n d e r b r i n k  
R O B  1 2 3 8
H om er , A l a s k a  7 9 6 0 3  

D e a r  Mr. V a n d e r b r i n k :

T h i s  is t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  t h e  K a c h e m a k  B a y  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  S o c i e t y  B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s  v o t e d  
u n a n i m o u s l y  to  s u p p o r t  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  f o r c e ' s  p r o p o s e d  
" A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t s  C r e e k  H a b i t a t  A r e a . "  W e  
h a v e  c o n v e y e d  o u r  s u p p o r t  t o  G o v e r n o r  
S h e f f i e l d  a n d  w i l l  d o  w h a t  w e  c a n  t o  s e e  t h a t  
t h i s  v i t a l  w a t e r s h e d  r e m a i n ? v i a b l e  for m o o s e  

a n d  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e .

S i n c e r e l y ,



Mlrh.-iel Sheppard 
235-7486 (home) 
235-5397 (work)

Roberta Highland 
235-8214 (home) 
235-5223 (work)

Co-Chairmen:

To: M r .  D a v e  V a n d e r b r i n k ,  C h a i r m a n

F r o m : E d  S c h u m a n n

S u b j e c t :  A n c h o r  R i v e r -  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  M o o s e  H a b i t a t  A r e a

D e a r  Dave;

C i t i z e n s  f o r  R e s p o n s i b l e  L a n d  U s e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t  
o u r  e n d o r s m e n t  of the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  
F orce p r o p o s a l  to c r e a t e  t h e  1 9 , 0 ^ 0  a c r e  A n c h o r  R i v e r -  F r i t z  
Creelc C r i t i c a l  M o o s e  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

W e  o f f e r  o u r  c o n t i n u a l  s u p p o r t  o n  this m a t t e r .  W e  h a v e  
to date; h e l d  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  a t t e n d e d  m e e t i n g s ,  i n i t i a t e d  
l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  u a m p a i n s  to o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  c i r c u l a t e d  p e t i t i o n s  
a n d  w r i t t e n  a p p e a l s  to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .
W h a t  c a n  be done, Will be d o n e .

Sincerelj/,

Ed S c h u m a n n  
c o m m i t e e  m e m b e r

I p ,i t i z e n s  :or R e s p o n s i b l e  L a n d  Use



( February 27, 19^5

(

T o  W h o m  it M a y  C oncern:

I n  a  m e e t i n g  on  2 / 1 9 / & 5  t h e  H o m e r  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  A d v i s o r y  
C o m m i t t e e  u n a n i m o u s l y  v o t e d  t ^  s u p p o r t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 
t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  u r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  as p r o p o s e d  
b y  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  F o r c e .

D a n i e l  R. C a l h o u n
C h a i r m a n  H o m e r  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  
B o x  566
H o m e r ,  A l a s k a  99603.

L

. . .  ' -



A l a s k a  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t
1 0 6 9  W .  6 t h  A v e n u e
A n c h o r a g e .  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1  2 7 4 - 3 6 2 1

_____

P o s i t i o n  S t a t e m e n t  
o- f  t h e  A l a s k a  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  

I n  S u p p o r t  o-f t h e  P r o p o s e d  
A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

t

L

T h e  l a n d s  p r o p o s e d  - f o r  d e s i g n a t i o n  o n  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  

C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  w h i c h  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  l a s t  s t a t e - o w n e d  

l a n d s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  a r e  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  - f u t u r e  o-f a  h e a l t h y  m o o s e  

p o p u l a t i o n  o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  T h e  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  a l s o  

p r o t e c t  t h e  h a b i t a t s  o- f  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  s u c h  a s  b r o w n  a n d  b l a c k  b e a r  

a n d  b a l d  e a g l e s ,  a n d  o f  k i n g  a n d  s i l v e r  s a l m o n ,  s t e e 1 h e a d / r a i n b o w

t r o u t ,  a n d  d o l l y  v a r d e n  c h a r .

T h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  V a l l e y  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n a g e s  s u p p p o r t  a  

w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  

t r a p p i n g ,  h i k i n g  a n d  s k i i n g .  T h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  

e n c o u r a g e  a l l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t d o  n o t  j e o p a r d i z e  f i s h  a n d  

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  o r  p o p u l a t i o n s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h

a n d  G a m e ,  9 2 , 0 1 8  h u n t e r  d a y s ,  w i t h  a  t o t a l  h a r v e s t  w o r t h  $ 5 . 5

m i l l i o n / d o l l a r s ,  w e r e  g e n e r a t e d  o n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  b e t w e e n  1 9 7 8  

a n d  1 9 8 3 .

M o o s e  o n  t h e  l o w e r  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

w i n t e r  t o  l e s s  t h a n  1 0 K  o f  t h e  a r e a  t h e y  i n h a b i t  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  

a n d  f a l l  p e r i o d s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  l i t t l e  m o o s e  o v e r w i n t e r i n g  o c c u r s  i n  

t h e  K e n a i  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  s o u t h  o f  T r u s t u m e n a  L a k e .  O n  t h e  

o h e r  h a n d ,  a s  m a n y  a s  3 0 0  t o  5 0 0  m o o s e  g e n e r a l l y  w i n t e r  i n  t h e  A n c h o r  

R i v e r  v a l l e y  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n a g e s .



R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 8 5 - 4

A R E S O L U T I O N  S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  C R I T I C A L  M O O S E  W I N T E R  H A B I T A T

WHEREAS, t h e  C o m m o n  C o u n c i l  of the City o f  K a c h e m a k  r e c o g n i z e s  the 
need to p r o t e c t  and m a i n t a i n  c r i t i c a l  m o o s e  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t  a l o n g  the 
u pper A n c h o r  R i v e r  and F r i t z  C r e e k  D r a i n a g e s ;  and,

WHEREAS, t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  Force, w o r k i n g  with 
the A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  and Game p r o p o s e s  such; and,

WHEREAS, t h e  a r e a  in q u e s t i o n  is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 9 , 0 0 0  acres, a s  p r o­
posed by t h i s  T a s k  Force; and,

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  of K a c h e m a k  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  a w a t e r s h e d  a n d  c r i t i c a l  
habitat a r e a  are c o m p a t i b l e ;  and,

WHEREAS, t h e  C i t y  of K a c h e m a k  is a p p e a l l i n g  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e s  c o n v e y a n c e  of 3 , 1 8 3 . 4  a c res in t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n a g e  to 
the Kenai P e n i n s u l a  B orough; and,

WHEREAS, t h e  3 , 1 8 3 . 4  a c res in q u e s t i o n  is i n c l u d e d  in the p r o p o s a l  
of the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b itat T a s k  F o r c e  for the c r i t i c a l  
m o o s e  w i n t e r  habitat;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  L E T  IT BE  R E S O L V E D :  that t h e  C o m m o n  C o u n c i l  of..the City
of K a c h e m a k  s u p p o r t s  the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  T a s k  Force, 
Dave V a n d e r b r i n k ,  C h a i r m a n ,  in its e f f o r t s  to p r o v i d e ,  p r o t e c t  and 
mai n t a i n  c r i t i c a l  w i n t e r  m o o s e  habitat a l o n g  t h e  u p p e r  A n c h o r  R i v e r  
and Fritz C r e e k  D r a i n a g e s  AS L O N G  AS THE W A T E R S H E D  I N T E R E S T S  O F  T H E  
CITY OF K A C H E M A K  A R E  N O T  A F F E C T E D  IN ANY N E G A T I V E  MANNER.

ATTEST:



F R O M  T H E  OFFICE O FREP. MIKE NAVARRE
F O R  Y O U R  I N F O R M A T I O N

T H E  A N CHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

John H. McEay

■ ' .-V  .
-t,*A .f-tV iV'i '

;v-.

.
v.f : r.* <-y-' • •

.  * * *v *
..

W W *K~ >

■ i

w m m m s i m m m m m



c

RESOLUTION 85-2

A  R E S O L U T I O N  O F  N O R T H  PACIFIC FISHERIES A S S O C I A T I O N  

S U P P O R T I N G  T H E  P R O P O S E D  

A N C H O R  R I V ER/FRITZ C R E E K  

CRITICAL H A B I T A T  A R E A

W H EREAS: the Anchor River and Fritz Creek both support runs of 

anadromous fish, and;

WHEREAS: lower Cook Inlet's fisheries play a significant role In 

State economy by revenues created both through the commercial harvest of 

fish and the taking of fish by sport fishermen, and;

W H EREAS: there exist conflicting demands of the watershed areas 

of Fritz Creek and the Anchor River, and:

WH EREAS: watershed alteration can lead to significant changes in 

riverine habitat, and;

W H EREAS: the life cycles of anadromous fish depend on natural and 

unaltered conditions, and;

WHE R E A S :  it is sound public policy to protect the natural runs of 

anadromous fish;

N O W  THEREFORE BE IT RES O L V E D  THAT: N O R T H  PACIFIC FISHERIES 

ASSOCIATION, INC., S U P P 0 R T 5  THE CREATION OF THE A N C H O R  RIVER/FRITZ 

CR EEK CRITICAL H A B I T A T  AREA.

D A T F D  A T  H D M F R  A l  A S K A  t h i s  1 4 t h  r i a v  n f  M a r r h  1 Q R S

I
(





The following political organizations and private organizations have

taken a stand in favor of HB 280, an act creating the Anchor River and
1

Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Areai •

Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly

City of Homer Council —

Kachemak City

Homer Fish and Game Advisory Committee 

South Central Regional Game Council 

Kenai National Wildlife Refuge 

Alaska Water Resources Board'

North Pacific Fisheries Association 

Alaska Sportsfishing Association 

Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association 

Kackemak Bay Conservation Society 

Alaska Center for the Environment 

Alaska Environmental Lobby 

Sierra Club, Alaska Chapter 

Wildlife Federation of Alaska 

Alaska Outdoor Council 

National Rifle Association of America 

International Moose Federation 

Homer Soil Conservation District 

Citizens for Responsible Land Use

jQltLS/Ca.

ALASKA DEPT. OF 
FISH & GAME

A P R  1 6  1985

REGION IV 
U“ T  V  'VISION



Coronri ssionar Esther Wuonicke 
Commissioner of Natural Resources 

5th Floor 400 Willoughby Center 
Pouch K
Juneau, Alaska 99311 

Dear Commissioner Wunxdclca:

This la URGENT, please.

Regarding HB280, a bill now in the Alaska State Legislature, 
which would create a Critical Habitat Area in the Homer area, we ask 

for your assistance In deleting leased areas from Habitat designation.
We ask that HB280 add' and re a d : DELETE LEASED AREA FROM HABITAT DESIGNATION. 

We learned late about the bill, and ve learned late that our grazing lease 
area that we have developed for years, is within the proposed Habitat 

designation, and we have not been heard, or had any decent bearings on SB280.

We want leased area delated from Habitat designation. In m y  opinion, 
Fish and Game is not a friend to agriculture. We would be extremely 

adversely affected by having leased area in Habitat designation, and under 
Fish and Game.

We respectfully and urgently ask that you please act immediately to see 
that HB280 is changed to: DELETE LEASED AR E A  FROM HABITAT DESIGNATION.

If HS280 w H l  not add and read: Delete leased area' from Habitat, ve
ask that entire bill be .stopped immediately as we have not had any decent 
hearings on HB280. We ask to be heard if leased area will not be deleted now 
and we ask that entire bill be stopped so that we have protection instead 
of the steamroller jab of HB230.

The matter is URGENT. Thank you.

(Note: Phone to be reached
in Anchorage currently 349-9695.-)

DS’ARTWEfT OF
NATURAL RESOURCE

AHCHOTASe
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A R E A  N A M E

Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area 

PURPOSE

The primary purpose of the proposed special area is to protect and 

maintain critical moose winter habitat along the upper Anchor River 

and Fritz Creek drainages. A secondary purpose is to protect the 

habitats of salmonid fishes and other wildlife which occur along 

these drainages. These lands would 'e managed by the Alaska Depart­

ment of Fish and Game (ADF&G).

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

T4S, R13W, Seward Meridian 

Sections:. 25, 35 and 36.

T5S, R14W, Seward Meridian

Sections: 13, NEJ20, 21, 22, 23, 24, N*26, Nj27 and Ni28.

T5S, R13W, Seward Meridian

Sections: 2,3, E$4, S$8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,

Wj21 and 24.

T5S, R12W, Seward Meridian 

Sections: 17, .18, 19 and 20

AREA DESCRIPTION

The proposed special area is located approximately 6 miles due north 

of the City of Homer on the lower Kenai Peninsula, Alaska (see Appendix 

A). It is approximately 19,000 acres in size, and includes most of the 

upper Anchor River valley and the adjacent sloping uplands, the area 

known as "Beaver Flats", and the headwaters of Fritz Creek. The main



valley consists of a relatively narrow valley floor with a meandering 

stream, moderately steep hillsides which flank either side of the 

valley floor, and numerous small tributaries. Vegetation along the 

Anchor River is comprised of a mosaic of willow thickets, grass/forb 

meadows, scattered Sitka spruce, and clumps of cottonwood; mature 

Sitka spruce forests and stands of alder on the adjacent hillsides; 

dense willow thickets along small tributaries; and spruce forests and 

open meadows on gently sloping ground above 1,000 feet elevation. The 

extensive muskeg along Beaver Creek supports low heath shrubs and 

willows. The terrain in the headwaters of Fritz Creek is gently sloping; 

and the vegetation consists of an open spruce forest with a dense under­

story of willows in the bottomlands, and mixed spruce forests and open 

meadows at higher elevations.

WILDLIFE RESOURCE VALUES

The Anchor River valley and Fritz Creek drainages function as moose 

winter habitat. Aerial survey information collected by the ADF&G 

indicates between 300 and 500 moose concentrate in this area during 

average winters. A density of 23 moose per square mile were documentatecl 

on Beaver Flats in 1983. The riparian habitats along these drainage 

systems provide moose with a concentrated food supply in the form of 

willow browse, adjacent resting and hiding cover in the fcrm of spruce 

forests, and an environment where snow accumulations are normally 

small enough to not impede winter feeding activities. The existence 

of areas which provide these elements is absolutely essential to 

winter survival of moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula.

The Anchor River is spawning and rearing habitat for king salmon, coho 

salmon, steelhead/rainbow trout, and dolly varden char. These habitats 

are also essential with respect to the life cycle and perpetuation of 

these species.

-2-



Riparian habitats such as those found in the proposed special area are 

important to a variety of'other wildlife. Spawning salmon along the 

Anchor River are important food sources for brown bear, black bear 

and bald eagles. Stands of mature cottonwoods at the western end of 

the proposed area have been used by bald eagles for nesting. The 

valley serves as a travel corridor for most species of big game, 

furbearers and small forms of wildlife.

R E C R E A T I O N A L  U S E S

The Anchor River valley and Fritz Creek drainages are popular recreation 

areas. In recent years uses have included hunting, trapping, fishing, 

wildlife viewing and photography, general hiking, snowmachining, snow- 

shoeing, and nordic skiing. ADF&G records show that in the 1983 moose 

season 25% of the bull harvest (n=61) was taken in the Anchor River 

drainage. Beaver, river otter, mink, coyote, and wolf are the fur­

bearers most commonly taken in this area. Sport fishing for salmon 

is prohibited in the proposed special area, but trout and char fishing 

are allowed from July through December. Snowmachining, snowshoeing, 

and nordic skiing occur throughout the area during most winters. All 

of the above recreational activities would be encouraged in the proposed 

special area as .long as they did not pose a serious threat to wildlife 

of habitat resources.

J U S T I F I C A T I O N

Moose are the dominant big game animal on the Kenai Peninsula. They 

occupy a vital position in the food chain of the boreal forest, and 

represent an important renewable resource. Moose are browsers which 

assimilate energy and nutrients from the plant material they eat. In 

turn, large predators such as the wolf and the brown bear and a host 

of smaller scavengers are dependent upon moose as a source of food. 

Moose are directly important to man through the viewing and hunting 

opportunities they provide and the revenue these activities funnel



into local economies. ADFfiG records show that the moose resource 

on the Kenai Peninsula has generated x total of 92,018 hunter days 

of recreation and a total harvest of 3,162 moose worth an estimated 

5.5 million dollars between 1978 and 1983. In a less tangible sense, 

most Alaskans feel that the mere presence of wildlife, of which the 

moose is symbolic, contributes highly to their quality of life. They 

want future generations of Alaskans to be able to enjoy the tradition 

of a rich wildlife heritage.

It is estimated that there are currently between 2,500 and 3,000 

moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula (Game Management Subunit 15C).

These moose range throughout most of the 760,000 acres of lowlands 

in Subunit 15C in summer and early fall, but are restricted to stream 

and river bottoms and south-facing benchlands below 800 feet elevation 

during winter. ADF&G tagging studies and aerial surveillance of moose 

show that the Homer Benchland, lower Fox River valley, lower Anchor 

River valley, lower Deep Creek/Ninilchik River valleys, Fritz Creek 

and the Coho Beach area are historic winter habitats. These areas 

provide the.concentrated food, cover, and relatively small snow 

accumulation necessary for successful overwintering of moose. It is 

significant to note that the sum of these winter habitats comprise 

less than 10% of the surface area of all the utilized summer and early 

fall habitat in Subunit 15C. Virtually no overwintering of moose occurs 

in the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge south of Tustumena Lake.

Moose winter habitats on the lower Kenai Peninsula are mostly privately 

owned and have been seriously diminished in the quality and extent by 

human development in the last three decades. For instance, an estimated 

4,500 people now compete with moose for space on the Homer Benchland, 

and considerable habitat alteration and loss have occurred. Consequently, 

this historically important winter habitat can now support only a fraction 

of the moose it once did. Substantial amounts of residential and com­

mercial development have also occurred on the Coho Beach, lower Ninilchik, 

lower Deep Creek, lower Anchor River and Homer Benchland winter habitats.



The lower Fox River winter habitat has been intensively grazed by horses 

and cattle since the 1940's, and supports a growing human population 

of approximately 200 people- It is reasonable to assume that these 

developments have lowered the winter carrying capacity of that area 

for moose. Water development and intensive cattle grazing are potential 

threats v/hich have recently been proposed for the Fritz Creek winter 

habitat.

These trends are expected to worsen as the human population on the Kenai 

Peninsula continues to grow. Lands along the upper Anchor River valley 

and headwaters of Fritz Creek are in State ownership, and present the 

best opportunity to protect and maintain moose winter range on the lower 

Kenai Peninsula. Legislative designation as a State critical habitat 

area would keep these lands in public trust, and ensure the future of 

their wildlife resource and habitat values.

-5-
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î Linciinf̂ /iu J Jp̂ ~r A. ^

l Pooibshl*p7

. Capo
nutft£l~’
c^ —  

assagOi’



ANCHOR RIVER-FRITZ CREEK 
CRITICAL HABITAT AREA*.

|X«7»

■lieiA’
.Mountain

Creek<1190

X97J,

ihlsoo-



4 °/?
5 5
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6611 Sherwood Circle 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950^ 
April 6, 1985

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski 
Alaska State Lefislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Sturgulewski:

Thank you for the opportunity to talk with you over the teleconference 
on April 3* You requested that I send you information on HB 280. I am 
enclosing the following information:

1. A map showing the proposed Critical Habitat Area.

2. A topographical map of the same area, showing the streams and wetlands.
The Corps of Engineers has designated the Fritz Creek area as wetlands.

3. The correspondance from the Corps of Engineers concerning the 
designation of wetland. (This is the arei that the Koreans were 
interested in.)

k . The proposal for the Critical Habitat by the Kenai Peninsula 
Critical Habitat Force.

5. Fliers put out by the Task Force, including a history of this 
area. It shows that the desire for a habitat is not a new idea.

6. A map fromtthe Dept, of Fish and Game showing where the moose in
the southern Kenai Peninsula go in the fall and where they 
concentrate in the winter. Fish and Game put three different 
colored collars on the moose, depending on where they were in the 
falls. All three colors showed up in Fritz Creek, as observed by

- ' F  & Game and the local residents. The depth of snow and the 
abundance of browse make the Fritz Creek Valleys and the Anchor 
River the best wintering area in the Southern Kenai Peninsula.
The moose also calve in this area. If this area is developed, Fish
and Game sa.ys that the moose herd will be weakened, and eventually
lost. (The coloring on the map is my own to make it easier to see.)

?. A paper telling of the prupose of the group called the "Citizens 
for Responsible Land Use." It also gives the names of fcbme of
the people involved. This group also has petitions with about 1000
names of people who support this legislation.

8. A list of political and private organizations which are supporting 
HE 280. These include hunting and fishing groups, as well as 
concervation groups. Anchor River is an important fishing stream.
Moose are important to the Kenai both for hunting and tourism.

9. Copies of related news articles.

10. A folder put out by the Department of Fish and Game telling about

Critical Habitats. They are multiple use areas. They allow hunting



and fishing, snowmachining and skiing. There can be timber leases, 
grazing leases, and oil and gas leases. Anything is possible which 
will not destroy the habitat for moose and fish.

As you can see from the folder, both Clam Gulch beach and the 
entire Kachemak Bay are Critical Habitats. These enjoy tremendous 
public use.

One concern people have had about the Fritz Creek area is that the 
state of Alaska had desired to convey the 3700 acres in Fritz Creek Valley 
to the University of Alaska. The University of Alaska would in turn lease the 
land to Han-A Samick Corporation which would have had a feed lot operation 
for 5,000 to 10,000 head of cattle. They would have flown the calves in 
from Montana, purchased the Delta barley and trucked it to Homer. When the 
cows were full grown, they would have flown 60 cows at a time on jets out 
of the Homer airport to Korea. In the Final Finding, the state decided to 
convey the land to the Kenai Peninsula Borough, rather than the University 
of Alaska. The Kenai Borough Assemble on Tuesday, April 4, 1985 passed a 
resolution to support HB 280 for the creation of the Critical Habitat.

There is a new solution for the need for a market for the Delta 
Barley. A corporation called "Delta J K Farms" is moving ahead to put 
a feed lot in the Delta area. They plan on having 5»000 to 10,000 head 
of cattle. This will provide the needed market for the barley. The 
address for the corporation iss

Ray Hendershot 
Delta J K Farms 
130 Cordova Street 
Suite 310
Anchorage, /'.a ska 99501

I appreciate your interest in this proposed habitat. If I can provide 
any more information, please let me know.

We trust you will support HB 280.

Sincerely yours,

Joanna Manwiller



lln p p y Villeyj.

/P̂ -'NlnUchlk*pofri

ANCHOR RIVER-FRITZ CREEK 
CRITICAL HABITAT AREA*,

chot Pi
.-<J3jlJcL»2Uo

J « 4 i»

Aurora

WiJIcni Lindinr

| & 7 t/ sMr̂ r-jrirtwl /  
J /A irW l /
Ce«| B*v ;

Glacier Spl|

•  m allol, I
Coil PtT2.L5?

lun inddio l

Millcri Lindinr

M r ^ r - j c i r t W l  /

J /A irW l /
Co«t B*v ;

Glacier Spl|

•  m allol, I
Coil PtJ 2 _ L ^

Uminddio' 
S h o i l i __

lin e a l hife-Roi

Cohen I

Yu ko n

_.H e »ke lh

Nubble - j  H e r r l n T l \ 0 V

B in  b in '

Seltfov.a

NfijkOwhaVjT
v""* -.S n o * '^  \

•//̂rbffcO'lC*
:-'3v*vfc"'«5VsT^
i.<p«fl«rrr .!* ui \T Sd d oV i f t -  * J2 .  a#m  J Q î
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U. S. Army 
Corps of Engineers 

Alaska District

ARTHUR J. LaPERRIERE
Environmental Specialist

Compliance Section 
P .O . Box 898
Anchorage, AK 99 50 6 -0 8 9 8 (907) 75 3 -2 72 0

■JAN 2  8  1 2 8 2

h is . An Peischel 
Hosier Research Center 
SRA 34D
Homer, Alaska 99603

Reference: Jurisdictional Determination
P.itchirif);;i?roject 
Fritz Creek 
Homer, Alaska

Dear Ms. Peischel:

This 1s in response to your request for a wetland determination on two sites 
In the Fritz Creek area near Homer, Alaska, Site 1 1s located in Sections 33
and 34, T. R. T1ZM1-, S.M. and Site 2 is locatea in Sections 17.-20, T. 5r'S,,
M&JsfcUand Section 13, 24, and 25, T. ES., R.ISCB^ S.tf.

A review of aerial photos,‘.the Homer-fiinilchik soil survey maps,, and the 
Seldovia quad sheet (-4) Indicates that both project sites are located in 
wetlands. Therefore, authorization from the Department of the Army (OA) 
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be required prior to any 
discharge of dredged or fill material, into these wetlands. Discharges 
include'material that falls onto the wetlands if the ditches are blasted.
The wetland areas are denoted in red an the inclosed maps (Incl:l).

Inclosed are a DA application form and pamphlet (Incl 2) which contains 
instructions for-completion of the application.. Please note that the 
plans, should be on 8 7 2 * X i r  paper or mylar suitable for reproduction,
1n a format similar to the examples on paces 13 and 14.

The names and addresses of any adjacent property owners must be furnished 
in order that they may be notified of the proposed work............. ..........

In addition, since your activity 1s located 1n the Alaska coastal zone,
you must provide a certification that your activity will*comply with tho 
Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP). In this regard, two copies of a 
Certification of Consistency with the ACMP (Ittfcl 3) are inclosed and both 
copies must be.signed and returned to this office. .. ;



so, a Department of the A m y  permit can he Issued for your work only 
after you have obtained a Certificate of Reasonable Assurance or waiver 
of certification as required by Section 401(a)(1) of the Clean Viator Act. 
T, is certification or waiver thereof 1s issued by the Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation (ADEC). For your convenience, wo will forward 
a copy of your application to ADEC which they accept as an application for 
a Certificate of Reasonable Assurance. There should be no delay 1n 
processing your application as the review processes of ADEC and the Corps 
of Engineers run concurrently. If you have questions about ADEC's 
certification process, please contact them at 437 E Street, Anchorage, 
Alaska, telephone (907) 274-2533.

Also Inclosed 1s the packet of materials find 4) v/hich you lent us 
during the Initial process of detemlnfintp-the-wet!andrareas.

For assistance with the permit application or processlno contact Mr J1m 
Wolfe at (907) 552-4942.. V . . . v  •

If we can be of. further assistance,: please contact Mr. Larry Reeder or 
Mrs. Helen VelHnga of our Regulatory Functions Branch, Compliance 
Section at (907) 552-3117. ..

4 Incl. JAMES E. ’ CARUTH
As stated Chief, Regulatory Functions Branch

Sincerely

S IG N E D

CF:
w/IncT • " 
Sigmund Restad 
Edward Lopsley

CONCUR 

NPACO J fa  
-R eed er— ‘-R eeder-
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AREA NAME
A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  

P U R P O S E

T h e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s p e c i a l  a r e a  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  a n d  
m a i n t a i n  c r i t i c a l  m o o s e  w i n t e r  h a b i t a t  a l o n g  t h e  u p p e r  A n c h o r  R i v e r  
a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n a g e s .  A  s e c o n d a r y  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
h a b i t a t s  o f  s a l m o n i d  f i s h e s  a n d  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  w h i c h  o c c u r  a l o n g  
t h e s e  d r a i n a g e s .  T h e s e  l a n d s  w o u l d  b e  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e .

L E G A L  D E S C R I P T I O N

T 4 S ,  R 1 3 W ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s :  2 5 ,  3 5  a n d  3 6 .

T 5 S ,  R 1 4 W ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n
S e c t i o n s : 1 3 ,  NEJ*20, 21 ,  22, 23, 24, N^26 , I I%27 , a n d  N428.

7 5 S ,  R 1 3 W . S e w a r d  M e r i d i a_n
S e c t i o n s :  * 2 ,  3 ,  E V » , 5 ^ 8 ,  9 ,  1 0 ,  1 1 ,  1 3 ,  1 4 ,  1 5 ,  1 6 ,  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  1 9 ,  2 0 ,
W i ; 2 1 a n d  2 4 .

T 5 S ,  R 1 2 W ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  
S e c t i o n s :  1 7 ,  1 8 ,  1 9 ,  a n d  2 0

A R E A  D E S C R I P T I O N

T h e  p r o p o s e d  s p e c i a l  a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6  m i l e s  d u e  n o r t h  
o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  H o m e r  o n  t h e  l o w e r  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a ,  A l a s k a  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  
A ) .  I t  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 9 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  i n  s i z e ,  a n d  i n c l u d e s  m o s t  o f  t h e  
u p p e r  A n c h o r  R i v e r  v a l l e y  a n d  t h e  a d j a c e n t  s l o p i n g  u p l a n d s ,  t h e  a r e a  
k n o w n  a s  " B e a v e r  F l a t s " ,  a n d  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  F r i t z  C r e e k .  T h e  m a i n  
v a l l e y  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  r e l a t i v e l y  n a r r o w  v a l l e y  f l o o r  w i t h  a m e a n d e r i n g  
s t r e a m ,  m o d e r a t e l y  s t e e p  h i l l s i d e s  w h i c h  f l a n k  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  
v a l l e y  f l o o r ,  a n d  n u m e r o u s  s m a l l  t r i b u t a r i e s .  V e g e t a t i o n  a l o n g  t h e  
A n c h o r  R i v e r  i s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  a  m o s a i c  o f  w i l l o w  t h i c k e t s ,  g r a s s / f o r b  
m e a d o w s ,  s c a t t e r e d  S i t k a  s p r u c e ,  a n d  c l u m p s  o f  c o t t o n w o o d s :  m a t u r e  
S i t k a  S p r u c e  f o r e s t s  a n d  s t a n d s  o f  a l d e r  o n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  h i l l s i d e s ;  
d e n s e  t h i c k e t s  a l o n g  s m a l l  t r i b u t a r i e s ; a n d  s p r u c e  f o r e s t s  a n d  o p e n  
m e a d o w s  o n  g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  g r o u n d  a b o v e  1 , 0 0 0  f e e t  e l e v a t i o n .  T h e  
e x t e n s i v e  m u s k e g  a l o n g  B e a v e r  C r e e k  s u p p o r t s  l o w  h e a t h  s h r u b s  a n d

-1-



w i l l o w s .  T h e  t e r r a i n  i n  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  F r i t z  C r e e k  i s  g e n t l y  
s l o p i n g ;  a n d  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n  o p e n  s p r u c e  f o r e s t  w i t h  
a d e n s e  u n d e r s t o r y  o f  w i l l o w s  i n  t h e  b o t t o m l a n d s ,  ' n d  m i x e d  s p r u c e  
f o r e s t s  a n d  o p e n  m e a d o w s  a t  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s .

W I L D L I F E  R E S O U R C E  V A L U E S

T h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  v a l l e y  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n a g e s  f u n c t i o n  a s  m o o s e  
w i n t e r  h a b i t a t .  A e r i a l  s u r v e y  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o l l e c t e d  b y  t h e  A l a . s k a
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i n d i c a t e s  b e t w e e n  3 0 0  a n d  5 0 0  m o o s e  ------------------
c o n c e n t r a t e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  d u r i n g  a v e r a g e  w i n t e r s .  D e n s i t i e s  o f  2 3  
m o o s e  p e r  s q u a r e  m i l e  h a v e  b e e n  d o c u m e n t e d  o n  B e a v e r  F l a t s .  T h e  
r i p a r i a n  h a b i t a t s  a l o n g  t h e s e  d r a i n a g e  s y s t e m s  p r o v i d e  m o o s e  w i t h  
a c o n c e n t r a t e d  f o o d  s u p p l y  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  w i l l o w  b r o w s e ,  a d j a c e n t  
r e s t i n g  a n d  h i d i n g  c o v e r  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  s p r u c e  f o r e s t s ,  a n d  a n  
e n v i r o n m e n t  w h e r e  s n o w  a c c u m u l a t i o n s  a r e  n o r m a l l y  s m a l l  e n o u g h  t o  
n o t  i m p e d e  w i n t e r  f e e d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a r e a s  w h i c h  
p r o v i d e  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  t o  w i n t e r  s u r v i v a l  
o f  m o o s e  o n  t h e  l o w e r  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .

T h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  i s  s p a w n i n g  a n d  r e a r i n g  h a b i t a t  f o r  k i n g  s a l m o n ,  c o h o  
s a l m o n ,  s t e e l h e a d / r a i n b o w  t r o u t ,  a n d  d o l l y  v a r d e n  c h a r .  T h e s e  h a b i t a t s  
a r e  a l s o  e s s e n t i a l  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  l i f e  c y c l e  a n d  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  
t h e s e  s p e c i e s .

R i p a r i a n  h a b i t a t s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s p e c i a l  a r e a  a r e  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  a v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e .  S p a w n i n g  s a l m o n  a l o n g  t h e  
A n c h o r  R i v e r  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  f o o d  s o u r c e s  f o r  b r o w n  b e a r ,  b l a c k  b e a r  
a n d  b a l d  e a g l e s .  S t a n d s  . o f  m a t u r e  c o t t o n w o o d s  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e n d  o f  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  a r e a  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  b y  b a l d  e a g l e s  f o r  n e s t i n g .  T h e  
v a l l e y  s e r v e s  a s  a t r a v e l  c o r r i d o r  f o r  m o s t  s p e c i e s  o f  b i g  g a m e ,  
f u r b e a r e r s  a n d  s m a l l  f o r m s  o f  w i l d l i f e .

R E C R E A T I O N A L  U S E S

T n e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  v a l l e y  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n a g e s  a r e  p o p u l a r  r e c r e a t i o n  
a r e a s .  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  u s e s  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  
w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  g e n e r a l  h i k i n g ,  s n o w m a c h i n i n g ,  
s n o w s h o e i n g ,  a n d  n o r d i c  s k i i n g .  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  
r e c o r d s  s h o w  t h a t  i n  1 9 8 3  m o o s e  s e a s o n ,  2 5 %  o f  t h e  b u l l  h a r v e s t s  
( n  = 6 1 )  w a s  t a k e n  i n  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e .  B e a v e r ,  r i v e r  o t t e r ,  
m i n k ,  c o y o t e  a n d  w o l f  a r e 1 t h e  f u r b e a r e r s  m o s t  c o m m o n l y  t a k e n  i n  t h i s  
a r e a .  S p o r t s  f i s h i n g  a r e  a l l o w e d  i n  A u g u s t  a n d  S e p t e m b e r .  S n o w m a c h i n i n g ,  
s n o w s h o e i n g  a n d  n o r d i c  s k i i n g  o c c u r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  m o s t  
w i n t e r s .  A l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  
i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s p e c i a l  a r e a  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  d i d  n o t  p o s e  a t h r e a t  t o  

w i l d l i f e  o r  h a b i t a t  r e s o u r c e . : .

J U S T I F I C A T I O N

M o o s e  a r e  t h e  d o m i n a n t  b i g  g a m e  a n i m a l  o n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  T h e y  
o c c u p y  a v i t a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  f o o d  c h a i n  o f  t h e  b o r e a l  f o r e s t ,  a n d



represent an important renewable resource. Mo o s e  are browsers which 
assimilate energy and nutrients from the plant material they eat. In 

turn, large predators such as the wolf and the brown bear and a host 

of smaller scavengers are dependent upon moose as a source of food.

Moose are directly important to man through the viewing and hunting 

opportunities they provide, and the revenue these activities funnel 

into local economies. . Alaska Department of Fish and Game records 

show that the mo o s e  resource on the Kenai Peninsula has generated 

a total of 92,018 hunter days of recreation and a total harvest of 

3,162 moose worth an estimated 5.5 mill on dollars between 1978 and 

1983. In a less tangible sense, most Alaskans feel that the mere 

presence of wildlife, of which the moose is symbolic, contributes 

highly to their quality of life. They want future generations of 

Alaskans to be able to enjoy the tradition of a rich'widlife heritage. •'

It is estimated that there are currently between 2,500 and 3,000 moose 

on the lower Kenai Peninsula (i.e. Game M a n a gement Subunit 15C). T h e »  

moose range throughout mos t  of the 760,000 acres of lowlands in Subunit 

15C in summer and early fall, but are restricted to stream and river 

bottoms and south-facing benchlands below 800 feet elevation during 

winter. Tagging studies a..d long-term aerial surveillance of moose 

show that the Homer Benchland, lower Fox River valley, lower Anchor 

River valley, lower Deep Creek and Ninilchik River valleys, cfritz 

Creek and the Coho Beach area are historic w inter habitats. These 

areas provide the concentrated food and cover resources and relatively 

small snow accumulation necessary for successful overwintering of 

moose. It is significant to note that the sum of these winter habitats 

comprise less than 10% of the surface area of all the utilized summer 

and early fall habitat in.Subunit 15C. V i rtually no overwintering o f /  

moose occurs in the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge south of Tustumena > 

Lake.

Moose winter habitats on the lower Kenai Peninsula are mostly privately 
owned and have been seriously diminished in quality and extent by human 

development in the last three decades. For instance, an estimated 

4,500 people now compete with mqose for space on the Homer Benchland, 

and considerable habitat alteration and loss have occurred. Consequently, 

this winter habitat can now support only a fraction of the moose it 

once did. Substantial amounts of residential and commercial development 

has also occurred on the Coho Beach, lower Ninilchik, lower Deep Creek, 

lower Anchor River and Homer Benchland winter habitats. The lower Fox 

River winter habitat has been intensively grazed since the 1940's, and 

is believed to have lowered the winter carrying capacity of that area 

for moose. Water development and intens.ve cattle grazing are threats 

which have recently been proposed for the Fritz Creek winter habitat.

These trends are expected to worsen as the human population on the Kenai 

Peninsula continues to grow. Lands'along the upper Anchor River valley 

and headwaters of Fritz Creek are in State ownership, and present the —  
best opportunity to protect and maintain moose winter range on the lower 

Kenai Peninsula. Legislative designation as a State critical habitat 
would keep these lands in public trust, and ensure the future of their 

wildlife resource and habitat values.



HELELE5 T A B L 1 5 H THE -A NCHOR R IV E R / F R ITZ C R E E K  

-C R f f lC A L H A B 1 T A L A R E A .

T h e  future of a healthy m o o s e  population on the l o w e r  Kenai Peninsula is 

being threatened. M o o s e  in this region concentrate during the lean w i n t e r  

m o n t h s  in the lo w e r  s e g m e n t s  of m a j o r  river valleys and south-facing 

benchlands. T h e s e  areas are unique in providing m o o s e  w i t h  the essentials 

for ov e r w i n t e r  survival-- an abundant food suppply in the f o r m  of w i l l o w  

b r o w s e ,  resting and hiding cover, and relief f r o m  deep snows. 

Unfortunately, m o s t  m o o s e  w i n t e r  habitat on the l o w e r  Kenai Peninsula is 

privately o w n e d  and h as been seriously d i m inished in quality a n d  extent by 

rapidly g r o w i n g  h u m a n  population during the past t w o  decades.

Important Facts:

1. T h e  w i n t e r  period Is the bottleneck In the m o o s e ' s  annual cycle. 

Reproductive success and population g r o w t h  d e p e n d  on o v e r w i n t e r  survival.

2. M o o s e  on the l o w e r  Kenai Peninsula are restricted during the w i n t e r  

period to less than 1 0 %  of the area that they o c c u p y  in s u m m e r  a n d  fall.

3. Virtually no m o o s e  ov e r w i n t e r  on the Kenai National Wildlife R e f u g e  

south of T u s t u m e n a  Lake.

4  Substantial a m o u n t s  of residential and c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  have 

already occurred on m o o s e  w i n t e r  habitat at C o h o  Beach, l o w e r  D e e p  

Creek/Ninilchik River, l o w e r  A n c h o r  River, a nd the H o m e r  Bench.

5. T h e  A n c h o r  River is important s p a w n i n g  and rearing habitat for king 

salmon, coho salmon, s t eelhcad/rainbow trout, a n d  dolly varden.

History:

1 9 7 8  -- A D F & G  m o o s e  studies identify the S o u t h  Fork of the A n c h o r  River 

and Fritz Creek as m a j o r  m o o s e  w i n t e r  habitats.

1 9 8 2  —  A D F & G  r e c o m m e n d s  that 19,000 acres of s t a t e - o w n e d  land along 

the A n c h o r  River and Fritz Creek drainages be legislatively designated as a 

State Critical Habitat Area.



April 1 9 8 4  -- The Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Tas k  Force Is f o r m e d  to 

a d v a n c e  the establishment of the A n c h o r  River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat 

Area.

J a n u a r y  1 9 8 5  —  Proposal and draft legislation are presented to Kenai 

Peninsula legislative delegation.

T h e  Proposal:

T h e  proposed legislation w o u l d  set aside 1 9 , 0 0 0  acres as a Critical Habitat 

Area. T h e  primary p u r p o s e  is to protect a nd maintain critical m o o s e  w i n t e r  

habitat. A  secondary p u r p o s e  is to protect the habitats of s a l m o n i d  fishes 

a n d  other wildlife. T h e  lands w o u l d  be m a n a g e d  by the A D F & G .  Traditional 

us e s  such as hunting, fishing, recreation, etc. w o u l d  be allowed, but 

incompatible uses w o u l d  be restricted.

All of the land proposed for designation is currently s t ate-owned, although 

3 0 0 0  acres on the Fritz Cr e e k  end w a s  recently conveyed to the Kenai 

Peninsula Borough. T h e  c o n v e y a n c e  decision is currently under appeal. 

Existing grazing leases w o u l d  be unaffected by the designation.

H o w  Y o u  C a n  Help:

T h e  future of a healthy m o o s e  population o n  the southern Kenai Peninsula 

ultimately depends o n  the availability of large tracts of un d e v e l o p e d  w i n t e r  

habitat. T h e s e  areas c a n n o t  be recreated b y  m a n —  because of their unique 

topographic and vegetative attributes-- o n c e  they have been destroyed. 

La n d s  along the upper A n c h o r  River and Fritz Cr e e k  represent the last 

opportunity to preserve a  m a j o r  m o o s e  w i n t e r  range on the l o w e r  Peninsula. 

U r g e  y o u r  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r / F r i t z  C r e e k  

C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .  Write t h e m  at P o u c h  V, Juneau, Ak. 9 9 8 ?  1 or send 

a free public opinion m e s s a g e  by calling 2 3 5 - 7 8 7 8  (Homer), 2 6 2 - 9 3 6 4  

(Soldotna), or 2 7 8 - 3 6 6 8  (Anchorage).

prepared by:

Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat T a s k  Force 

D a v e  Vanderbrink, C h a i r

B o x  1236, Homer, Ak. 9 9 6 0 3  2 / 1 9 / 8 5



H E L P  E S T A B L I S H  T H E  A N C H O R  R I V E R / F R I T Z  C R E E K
C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A

S U P P O R T  H B  2 8 0

T h e  future of a healthy m o o s e  population on the l o w e r  Kenai Peninsula is 

being threatened. M o o s e  in this region concentrate during the lean w i n t e r  

m o n t h s  in the l o w e r  s e g m e n t s  of m a j o r  river valleys and south-facing 

benchlands. T h e s e  areas are unique in providing m o o s e  wit h  the essentials 

for overwinter survival-- an abundant food supply in the f o r m  of w i l l o w  

b r o w s e ,  resting and hiding cover, and relief f r o m  deep snows.

Unfortunately, m o s t  m o o s e  w i n t e r  habitat on the lower Kenai Peninsula is 

privately o w n e d  a nd h a s  b e e n  seriously diminished in quality arid extent by a 

rapidly g r o w i n g  h u m a n  population during the past t w o  decades.

H o u s e  Bill 280, introduced in the A l a s k a  Legislature on M a r c h  13, 1 9 8 5  by 

Representative M i k e  N a v arre (D-Kenai) at the request of m a n y  H o m e r - a r e a  

residents, w o u l d  provide for the creation of the A n c h o r  River a nd Fritz 

C r e e k  Critical Habitat Area. This legislation ne e d s  your support.

Important Facts:

1. T h e  w i n t e r  period is the bottleneck in the m o o se's annual cycle. 

Reproductive s u c c e s s  and population g r o w t h  d e p e n d  on o v e r w i n t e r  survival.

2. M o o s e  on the l o w e r  Kenai Peninsula are restricted during the w i n t e r  

period to less than \ 0 %  of the area that they o c c u p y  in s u m m e r  a nd fall.

3. Virtually no m o o s e  o v e r w i n t e r  on the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge 

south of T u s t u m e n a  Lake.

4. Substantial a m o u n t s  of residential and c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  have 

already occurred on m o o s e  w i n t e r  habitat at C o h o  Beach, l o w e r  D e e p  

Creek/Nini lchik River, l o w e r  A n c h o r  River, and the H o m e r  Bench.

5. T h e  A n c h o r  River is important s p a w n i n g  a nd rearing habitat for king 

salmon, coho salmon, s t e e l h ead/rainbow trout, and dolly varden.

6 . T h e  A n c h o r  River/Fritz C r e e k  area has bee n  identified since the early

19 7 0  s as critical m o o s e  w i n t e r  habitat. T h e  effort to have it legislatively 

designated began several years ago.



House Bill 28Q;

H 3  2 8 0  w o u l d  set aside 1 9 , 0 0 0  acres as the A n c h o r  River and Fritz Creek 

Critical Habitat Area. T h e  purpose is to protect and preserve the habitat of 

the area for wildlife and fish. Traditional us e s  such a s  hunting, fishing, 

recreation, etc. w o u l d  be allowed, but incompatible u s e s  w o u l d  be 

restricted. Specific multiple uses for the area w o u l d  be d e t e r m i n e d  through 

the adoption of a m a n a g e m e n t  plan developed by A D F & G  after public 

hearings. Existing grazing leases w o u l d  be unaffected by the designation.

T h e  bill includes these specific provisions:

(1) T h e  use of Fritz Creek as a w a t e r  source is protected.

(2) T h e  possibility of a d a m  a n d  reservoir on Fritz C r e e k  is reserved.

(3) T h e  use of inholdings is guaranteed.

(4) B o r o u g h  land within the boundaries that is c o m m i t t e d  to the critical 

habitat area by the borough is subject to joint m a n a g e m e n t  by the state and 

borough. (All of the 19,000 acres proposed for the area is s t a t e - o w n e d  

except for 3 0 0 0  acres on the Fritz Creek end w h i c h  w a s  recently c o n v e y e d  

to the Kenai Peninsula Borough. T h e  c o n v e y a n c e  is currently under appeal.)

H o w  You C a n  Help:

H B  2 8 0  has b e e n  referred to the H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  and Finance C o m m i t t e e s  

for public hearings. The R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  is expe c t e d  to take it up very 

s oon and m a y  teleconference its m e e t i n g  to H o m e r  a nd other sites.

Y o u  can let legislators k n o w  of your support for the bill by writing t h e m  at 

P o u c h  V, Juneau, Ak. 9 9 8 1 1  or by sending t h e m  a free public opinion m e s s a g e  

by calling 2 3 5 - 7 8 7 8  (Homer), 2 6 2 - 9 3 6 4  (Soldotna), or 2 7 8 - 3 6 6 8  

(Anchorage). People at those n u m b e r s  can inform y ou of the bill's progress.

T h e  future of a healthy m o o s e  population on the southern Kenai Peninsula 

d e p e n d s  on the availability of large tracts of undeve l o p e d  w i n t e r  habitat. 

Lands along the upper A n c h o r  River a n d  Fritz Cr e e k  represent the last 

opportunity to preserve a m a j o r  m o o s e  w i n t e r  range on the l o w e r  Peninsula. 

U r g e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p a s s a g e  o f  H B  2 8 0 !

prepared by:

Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat T a s k  Force 

D a v e  Vanderbrink, Chair

B o x  1236, H o m e r ,  Ak. 9 9 6 0 3  3 / 14 / 8 5



--Moose winter along the entire length 
of the Anchor River. However,
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Citizens For Responsible Land Use, a group distilled from a series of public meetings 
concerning the future of the Fritz Creek Valley, Anchor River Valley, and some 
surrounding lands has evolved into an effective force of the decisions being contem­
plated. A volunteer "action" committee met recently and chose the nane of-the group 
and elected co-cha i.rpersons Roberta Highland and Michael Sheppard. A variety of 
people volunteered to pursue the various angles of the issue. Our goals were 
defined as follows:

1. We support the designation of the Anchor River-Fritz Creek area as a Critical 
Habitat Area, to protect the wildlife resources we have on the valuable Southern 
Peninsula, primarily the vital winter moose range contained in the area. The head­
waters of the Anchor River, a rich salmon stream, are also contained in the proposed
19,000 acre proposal.

2. We recommend that the area commonly known as the Red Meat Farm be used 
only for possible Community College or educational research use, and contend the 
area and its majority of wetland area is not suitable for intensive grazing or large 
scale feedlot development.

3. We support the conveyance fo the 80 acre Olson Mountain parcel to the 
University, along with a covenant that limits it to its Historic use as a research 
station.

A. We believe Ln the maintanence of the Fritz Creek - Anchor River watersheds 
in essentially undeveloped condition to protect the valuable wildlife, recreation ' 
and water resources.

C I T I Z E N S  F O R  

R E S P O N S I B L E  L A N D  U S E

Co-Chairmen: 
Roberta Highland 
235-82K lome) 
235-5223 (work)

Michael Sheppard 1 
235-7486 (home) 
235-5397 (work)

P.O. Box 15227 Fritz Creek, Alaska 99603

Our primary objectives for the immediate future are to gather the necessary support 
via petitions and letters, to get the Critical Habitat Area proposal into a Rill 
form and have it introduced into the Legislature (this has all ready been done), 
and to file an appeal with the Dept, of Natural Resources regarding the land con­
veyance in order to more closely reach our above mentioned goals for the areas.
Here is our progress so far:

Petitions: Available now at Fritz Creek General Store, Outdoor Store, Sper.ard
Builders, Homer Rexali, Homer Natural Foods, and Peninsula Savings 
Bank, Quiet Sports among others. Personal peticning by Swede Carlson, 
Lulu Middleton, and others is also continuing. Saturday,Feb.19 
Dave Rhode and Swede Carlson gathered signatures at the Lakeside Mall, 
also answering questions and displaying a topographical map of the 
proposed Critical Habitat Area along with the copy of the proposal itself, 
Also on Sat., Feb. 9 Gary and Barb Ault attended the International 
Moose Federation convention in Anchorage, informing the group about 
the Critical Habitat Proposal - they were met with entusiastic support 
and gathered 141 signatures from the 150 people attending. Our 
Anchorage supporters, Joanna and Charles Manwiller, have been very 
actively helping.

letters: Several people have written thei legislators in support of the Critical
Habitat Proposal, but many more have not. Please drop a quick note 
to let our Legislators know you support the "Anchor River - Fritz Creek 
Critical Habitat Area Proposal" and to urge their sponsorship for 

a Bill.



n m

C I T I Z E N S  F O R  

R E S P O N S I B L E  L A N D  U S E

P.O. Box 15727  © Fritz Creek, Alaska 9% 0 3

C u -C lu ir i i ic n ;  

Roberu Highland 
235-8214 (home) 
235-5223 (work)

Michael Sheppard 
235-7486 (home) 
235-5397 (work)

write to: Rep. Marrou, Rep. Navarre, Sen. Fischer at
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

or call.a POM at 235-7878 
Mapmaking: Gary Ault, Brad Gamble, Dave Rhode, and Rick Oldham have chartered

the Habitat Area on several topographical maps for d:splay to inform 
people about the Proposal.

Exploration of current land laws:
Rick Oldham and An Pieshcel have written the Corps, of Engineers to 
get rnor information on the existing "wetlands" designation in the 
Fritz Creek and Red Meat Farm Areas.

Borough Input: Roberta Highland, Robert Archibald, and Swede Carlson attended
the Planning Commission Meeting on Mon. Feb. 11. ITiey informed the
Borough of the growing movement of support to have the lands in the
Fritz Creek - Anchor River Valleys designated as Critical Habitat.

On Monday, Feb.11 several people including Karl Bair, Swede Carlson, Marie Walli, Rick 
Oldham, Robert Archibald, Roberta Highland, Brad Gamble, and David Bentley met with 
Senator Mike Navarre at the teleconference Center and discussed the issues. Mr. Navarre
pledged his support for the Critical Habitat Area and agreed to possibly sponsoring
the Bill. He discussed the proposal with members of the task force, including 
Dave VonderBrink and Lynn Whitmore. Mr. Navarre also assured us that no lands -would 
be conveyed by the State until the Critical Habitat proposal could be acted upon, 
lie also said the input from Homer area residents is how he's become informed of the 
issues and came to recognize the need for the Critical Habitat Area.

Many phone calls, letters and meetings later we are at the first door-step. 
appeal at the Regional level. File yours to:

Tom Hawkins, Director 
Dept, of Natural Resources 
Division of Land & Water Management 
555Cordova St.
Pouch 7-005
Anchorage, Alaska 99510

The



The following political organizations and private organizations have 

taken a stand in favor of i.'B 280, an act creating the Anchor River and 

Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area:-

Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly 

City of Homer Council 

Kachemak City

Homer Fish and Game Advisory Committee 

South Central Regional Game Council 

Kenai National Wildlife Refuge 

Alaska Water Resources Board 

North Pacific Flrheries Association 

Alaska Sportsfishing Association 

Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association 

Kackemak Bay Conservation Society 

Alaska Center for the Environment 

Alaska Environmental Lobby 

Sierra Club, Alaska Chapter 

Wildlife Federation of Alaska 

Alaska Outdoor Council 

National Rifle Association of America 

International Moose Federation 

Homer Soil Conservation District 

Citizens for Responsible Land Use



C r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a n

by Joel Gay
Suif Writer

o u g h t  t o  p r o t e c t  p e n i n s u l a  m o o s e  h e r d s

is seeking designation of two 

state critical liabitat areas' 

around H o m e r  to help ensure 

the survival of moo s e  

populations on the southern 

Kenai Peninsula.

S o m e  30 square miles cf 

river bottom along the upper 

Anchor River ar& a s m a l l

browsing habitat for moose, 

a c c o r d i n g  to ;; D e r e k  

Stonorov, one '1’ of six 

originators of the plan.

The habitat areas —  c o m­

prised of wfdow and other 

shrubs growing hi low eleva­

tions —  are esscnU;!.' for

m o o se  to 'survive every »
  — • • — -\  rr=:

nter, he noted. T h e  

lows that moose thrive 

on, - however, are an 

anathema to h o m e  o w n e m  

and rood builders, and as the 

H o m e r  area grows, m ore 

winter range disappears 

every year, he said.

Without official designa­

tion as a critical habitat 

area, Mr. Stonorov said, it is 

possible that the already 

scarce winter range could be

reduced even further, affec­

ting the health of the moose 

population and, indirectly, 

all the other animals living 

in the area. - '

“Winter range i3 the bot­
tleneck of the ecosystem," 

Mr. Stonorov said. “The size 

of a moose' population is 

limited by h o w  m u c h  food it' 

gets during the winter, no 

matter h o w  m u c h  they have 

in the s u m m e r . "  - '

In addition, creation of the 

critical habitat areas would 

protect the headwaters of 

two s a l m o n  spawning 

stream* as well as preserve 

local wetlands and the wide 

variety of wildlife living on 
them.

Under the proposal, pre­

sent land use in the areas 

would not change, said Lynn 

Whitmore, another backer of 

the habitat area plan. " P e o­

ple could still b d c v .:.'- hlne 

hunt, ski, graze cattle, or ck 
whatever they do now," h< 

said. " B u t  a n y  future 

development could Dot I m­
pact that browsing a r e a  fur 

tber."

T h e  bigger proposal are* 

encompasses s o m e  30 square, 

miles of river bottom alonj 

the South Fork of the Anchoi

S ee "C rlt lc a I.”  Back



P A G E  CO H O M I E R  N E W S  Th«.r»«Ujr, April 1*. 1984

LEGEND
PROPOStO CRITICAL- 

HABITAT

Map shows proposed critical habitat area* for moose

... Critical habitat area
Cort. from Page 1 
River, running from near the 
Sterling Highway e is t, into , 
tb- Beaver Creek drainage, 
and then spilling into the 
Fritz Creek drainage.

According, to Fish and 
Game blologi^^ftave Holder- 
mann, the area is winter 
range for - nearly every 
moose sou th  of the 
Tustumena. There is little 
winter browse in the Kenai 
National Mooee Range, and 
the winter range along East 
Road and on the Homer 
bench Is fast disappearing, . 
he said.

WbereBeaverCreek flows 
into the south fork of the An­
chor River, the mooee split . 
up and head one of three • 
directions, he said: some 
stay right there; some con- .• 
tinue into the Fritz Creek . 
drainage and then come 
down to the Horner bench 
and along East Road; and 
others follow the Anchor 
River toward Cook Inlet.

M r. H o ld e rm a n n  
estimates that the 300 to 350 
riioose wintering this year in 
the Anchor River lowlands . 
were "the greatest popula­

tion density on the southern 
Kenai Peninsula. .

He saw anothix 100 or so 
on the Homer bench, and 
several dozen more In the 
uninhabited "island" Just off 
the airport, surrounded by 
Kachemak Drive and East 
Road, that is being proposed 
as a second critical habitat
area.

I f  c r e a te d  by th e  
Legislature, both areas ■ 
would be managed by the. . 
Dept, of Fish and Game. The ■: 
department’s first priority, 
Mr. Holdermann said, would 
be protection and manage- . 
ment of the habitat itself.

There would be little "ac- I 
tive management," he said, 
because the vegetation in - 
both areas appears to be 
changing very slowly. In 
some places, such as the 
Kenai National Wildlife 
Refuge, there Is a need to . 
burn or crush trees In order 
to get more willow to grow, 
be said.

Any proposed alterations 
of the habitat area would re- ■ 
quire public bearings, Mi'. 
Holdermann said. Grazing 
leases in the urea would ap­

pear- to be valid uses of 
critical habitat land, he said, 
and would not be changed by 
creation of the proposed 
areas.

Other ' members of the 
group pushing for creation of 
the areas are Dave Vander- 
brinki Bob Moss. Al Davis, 
and Jake McLay. They will 
have to approach the 
Legislature for support, said 
Mr. WIJtmore, but may not 
try until the next session 

'• Until then, they hope to r  
once a month to worv 
project.



State game biologists say dog packs killing moose on Kenai Peiinsula
By CRAIG MEDRED
Daily News reporter

Packs of free-roaming dogs are  killing 
moose and other w ildlife on the Kenai Penin­
sula, according to sta te  game biologists.

There is a significant problem  in the Homer 
area, and the situation will, get progressively 
worse as the year progresses, said Dave 
Holderm ann, area game biologist for the 
A laska D epartm ent of Fish and Game.

Pets allowed to run pose a threat to moose 
all w inter, he said, but the real' problems 
begin about the third  week of May and run 
through the middle of June.

* That’s when the moose calves are small 
enoigh  th a t domestic dogs can take them 
down p re tty  easy,” he said.

Holdermann said he has been investigating 
the increasing numbers of moose, and particu­
larly  moose calves, killed by dogs over the 
past five years.

He blames pet owners for the problem, 
saying many people simply refuse to take

responsib ility  for the ir animals,.
, " I don’t know w hether they’re not thinking 
or don’t  care," he said, "bu t they .just' let the 
dogs roam .”

The sta te  keeps no figures on the num ber of 
moose killed by dogs on the Peninsula, but 
H olderm ann said he has investigated many 
such killings.

Hom er resident Ed Bailey, a biologist w ith 
th e  U.S.' Fish and. Wildlife Service,' goes'even 
further,'calling  it “an aw ful problem .”

‘‘There are packs of dogs roaming all 
a round,” he said. “Outside the incorporated 
cities like Kenai, Soldotna and Homer, there 
is no anim al control."

Bailey said he has appealed to Kenai 
Peninsula Borough Mayor Stan Thompson to 
push for a dog ordinance, but the m ayor said 
the borough has no interest in such a law.

Bailey him self has live-trapped some of the 
anim als and turned them over to the Homer 
pound.
• "There are some that are v irtually  feral;’’

he said. " I ’ve caught a couple that were so 
mean th ey ’d take  your arm off.”

H olderm ann, however, doubts they are 
w ild dogs.

" I don’t  th ink  domestic dogs can hack it 
com pletely on the wild in this environm ent,” 
he said. Holdermann suspects the dogs are 
sim ply pets allowed to stray away from  home 
for several days to several weeks.

If they can k ill enough game, they stay out, 
he said; if they get hungry, "they come home 
and look for the dog dish.

"A round the bigger towns, especially, tNere 
are enough of these dogs ranging around that 
they could be a serious problem ," he added. 
“ My guess is th a t they probably don’t range 
more than  several miles off the road system, 
but when you look at the distribution of our 
moose .calving close to the city of Homer, 
th a t’s significant. We've got roads that pretty 
much penetrate most of our local calving 
a reas."

Some area residents are mad enough about

the problem  to begin taking the law into their 
own hands, Bailey said.

“I t ’s been sort of an unofficial .thing,” 'he 
said. "I know one guy that lost all his 
chickens one tim e,” and now puts traps 
around his property  lo catcji stray dogs.

"The o ther solution is that people are going 
to just go out and siart blasting these things, 
and tha t s ta rts  a lot of personal problem s,” 
Bailey said.

S tate law perm its people to kill dogs 
caught in the act of harassing wildlife, Hold­
erm ann said.

"There is statu tory  basis for killing an 
anim al th a t is harassing wildlife," he said, 
but people who do sc a re  also legally required 
to try  to notify the anim al’s owner of what 
has happened. Shooting what could be some­
one’s pet can also lead to a lot of hard 
feelings, he said.

The best so lu tion , Holderm ann added, 
would be for people to keep their pets on the 
leash.



Moose winter food supply threatened
B i o l o g i s t ,  c i t i z e n s ’ g r o u p  w a n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  P e n i n s u l a  h a b i t a t  a r e a

By RONNIE CHAPPELL I. -
Daily News reporter 2, M  | a

The continued destruction  
of c r i t ic a l  w in te r  feed in g  
a re a s  cou ld  d e c im a te  th e  
m oose p o p u la tio n  on th e  
so u th ern  K enai P e n in su la , 
sta te  biologists w arn.

One of the biologists and a 
citizens’ group w ant to  set 
aside ar. area of the  Peninsu la 
to assure the  moose have a 
sufficient w in te r food source.

R e s id e n tia l  su b d iv is io n s  
and agricu ltu ral developm ent 
are fast gobbling up the low­
land, w illow  forests on w hich 
m oose d ep en d  fo r w in te r  
browse. Once these feeding 
areas are  destroyed they  can 
never be replaced, said  Dave 
H olderm an of the A laska De­
partm en t of Fish and Game.

None of the  w in te r feeding 
a re a s  so u th  o f T u s tu m e n a  
Lake lies w ith in  the bounda­
ries of the K enai N ational 
W ildlife Refuge, H olderm an 
said. Alm ost a ll are on p r i­
vate land “ tha t is being de­
veloped  a t a p re t ty  rap id  
pace."

T h is  s h r in k in g  w in te r  
range now  re p re se n ts  less 
than 10 percent of th e  acreage 
foraged by the g ian t ungu­

lates in the  spring, sum m er 
and fall, H olderm an said.

It also is the  factor th a t 
w ill determ ine the  size of the  
a re a ’s moose population  in 
the  fu ture . If moose don’t  
surv ive the  w in ter, they  can’t 
reproduce in the  spring, he 
said.

To p reven t the  com plete 
d e s tru c tio n  o f th e  w in te r  
range, H olderm an and an  ad 
hoc citizens’ com m ittee from  
the  H om er a rea  have p ro ­
posed creating  a 19,000-acre 
critical h ab ita t a rea  th a t in ­
cludes p a r ts  of the A nchor 
R iver and F ritz  Creek d ra in ­
ages.

P o p u la tio n  d e n s itie s  as 
high as 23 moose p e r square  
m ile have been recorded in 
the  area. A ll of the  land is 
owned by the sta te .

"This is the  last opp ortu n i­
ty  to  set aside a b ig  portion  of 
public land fo r the benefit of 
the  w ild life  populations on 
th e  so u th e rn  P e n in s u la ,”  
H olderm an said.

If approved by  the leg isla­
tu re, the h ab ita t a rea  w ould 
be m anaged by  the  s ta te  De­
partm en t of Fish and Game. 
People could s till hun t, fish, 
tra p , h ik e , cam p, sk i and Ij

sn o w m a c h in e  in  th e  a re a , 
H olderm an said, b u t residen­
t ia l and agricu ltu ra l develc 
m ent w ould not be allow ed.

The p lan  is a controversial 
one.

M any of the  people who 
support it  see it as a w ay to 
block the  developm ent^ of a 
majoi^cgffIe~ exp ort project* in 
the H om er area.~"'A" s im ila r 
tactic  w as used in th e  la te  
1970s to p reven t oil exp lora­
tion  in K achem ak Bay.

According to H olderm an, 
the. critical h ab ita t a rea  was 
not conceived as a reaction  to 
th e  c a t t le  e x p o r t  v e n tu re . 
W ork on the  p lan  began in 
1981, he said . "We w ere hop­
in g  to get a proposal to  the  
1985 le g is la tu re , w hich  we 
have done. This o th e r issue 
came up in  the  m ean tim e."

The “ o th e r"  issue is a 3,- 
000-acre grazing lease in  the 
F ritz  Creek drainage th a t  a l­
most everybody w ants.

^ " ’The U niversity  of A laska 
w ants title  to  the land so th a t 
it  can lease the  p ropeprty  to 
H an-A  S a m ic k  A m e rica  
Corp., a K orean firm , th a t 
says th e  land is crucial to  its 
p lans to  ra ise  and  export 10,- 
000 head of ca ttle  a year.

T he. cities of H om er and 
K achem ak w an t the dra inage 
preserved as a possible m u­
n ic ip a l w a te r  so u rce . T he 
K enai Peninsu la  Borough and 
the  Seldovia N ative Assoca- 
tion  have expressed an in te r­
est in ow ning the  land.

F ish  and Gam e, H olderm an 
and the  citizens’ com m ittee 
w ould like to  see th e  trac t 
included in the proposed c riti­
cal h ab ita t area.

E a r l ie r  th is  m o n th , th e  
s ta te  decided to tra n s fe r  ow n­
ership  to the  borough. But 
now  b o ro u g h  o ffic ia ls  say  
they don’t w an t the land if its 
use is going to be lim ited by 
restric tions placed in the title . 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f f ic ia ls  sa y  
th e re ’s a good chance they  
w ill appeal the  decision.

“ I t’s un fo rtu na te  the tim ­
ing has occurred lik e  th is ,"  
said hom esteader Bob Moss 
w ho serves on the ad hoc ta sk  
force. "No one on the com m it­
tee has taken  a stand , one 
w ay o r the  o th e r .”

Instead , he said , task  force 
m em bers oppose the destruc­
tion of irreplaceable- moose 
h ab ita t for the  sake of a 
grazing operation  th a t could 
tak e  place on o th e r s ta te  land.



B-2 Monday, January 14, 1985, The Anchorage Times

Ranch would threaten 
w ild life , biologists say

Associated Press

W o l v e s  a n d  b r o w n  b e a r s  l i k e l y  w o u l d  b e  t h e  l o s ­

e r s  if a  K o r e a n  f i r r r  s u c c e e d s  i n  c a r v i n g  o u t  a n  

8 0 , 0 0 0 - a c r e  c a t t l e  r a n c h  o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n .  K e n a i  P e n ­

i n s u l a ,  w i l d l i f e  b i o l o g i s t s  s a y .

" T h i s  e x p e r i m e n t  h a s  b e e n  t r i e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  

p l a c e , ” s a i d  R o l f  P e t e r s o n ,  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  r e c ­

o g n i z e d  w o l f  e x p e r t  i n  H o u g h t o n ,  M i c h .  “I t ’s  g o i n g  

t o  d e v a s t a t e  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  it’s  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  s e t  u p  

p r e d a t o r s . ”

H a n - A  S a m i c k  A m e r i c a  C o r p .  w a n t s  t o  e x p o r t

1 0 , 0 0 0  h e a d  o f  A l a s k a  c a t t l e  a n n u a l l y ,  a n d  s t a t e  o f f i ­

c i a l s  t h i s  w e e k  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  a p p r o v e  a  l a n d  

t r a n s f e r  c l e a r i n g  t h e  w a y  f o r  t h e  v e n t u r e .

T h e  s t a t e - o w n e d ,  5 , 0 0 0 - a c r e  t r a c t  w o u l d  b e  

t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  s c h o o l  

i n  t u r n  w o u l d  l e a s e  t h e  l a n d  t o  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r  

5 5  y e a r s .

T h e  p l a n  h a s  d r a w n  f i r e  f r o m  H o m e r  r e s i d e n t s  

w h o  f e a r  t h e i r  p i c t u r e s q u e  s e a s i d e  h a m l e t  w i l l  b e  

t u r n e d  i n t o  a  m a n u r e - s t r e w n  c o w  t o w n .  H o m e r  o f ­

f i c i a l s  a l s o  h a v e  t h r e a t e n e d  c o u r t  a c t i o n  if t h e  s t a t e  

d o e s  n o t  t a k e  s t e p s  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  

d r a i n a g e  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  w a t e r  s u p p l y  f o r  K a c h e m a k  

C i t y  a n d  t h e  c i t y  o f  H o m e r .

T h e  b i o l o g i s t s  s a y  b e a r s  a n d  w o l v e s  l i k e l y  w o u l d  

d i s a p p e a r  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a s  t h e y  h a v e  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  

o f  i n t e n s i v e  r a n c h i n g  a n d  f a r m i n g .

“T h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  t o  c r e a t e  

f a r m s  o r  r a n c h e s  is w h a t  l a r g e l y  l e d  t o  t h e  d e m i s e  

o f  m o s t  o f  y o u r  l a r g e  p r e d a t o r s  i n  t h e  L o w e r  4 8 , ” 

s a i d  E d  B a i l e y ,  a  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  b i ­

o l o g i s t  i n  H o m e r .

T h e  l a s t  b r o w n  b e a r  i n  A r i z o n a ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,

w a s  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  b y  a  g o v e m m e n '  t r a p p e r  a t  

t h e  b e h e s t  o f  t h  c a t t l e  i n d u s t r y ,  B a i l e y  u a i d .

" T h e  s a m e  g o e s  f o r  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  t h e  w o l f  i n  t h e  

L o w e r  4 8 ,  a n d  w a r  c o n t i n u e s  w i t h  c o y o t e s , ” h e  

s a i d .  “W e ’r e  g o n n a  s e e  it h e r e .  W e ’r e  b o u n d  t o  g e t  

i n t o  p r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l .  A n y  b e a r s  o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  

t h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  b o t h e r  a n y  c a l v e s  o r  c a t t l e  d o w n  

t h e r e ,  y o u  k n o w  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n  t o  t h ^ m .  

T h e y ’r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  s h o t . ”

T h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  

w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  n o w  a r e  c o m i n g  t o  

A l a s k a ,  B a i l e y  s a i d ,  a n d  t h e r e  a l r e a d y  a r e  i n c r e a s ­

i n g  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  b e a r s  a n d  p e o p l e  a s  h o m e s t e a d s  

a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n c r e a s e .  “Y o u  t h r o w  i n  t h e  l i v e ­

s t o c k ,  a n d  t h e r e ’s  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  b e  m o r e , ” h e  s a i d .

T h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  c l a s ­

s i f i e s  t h e  a r e a  i n  q u e s t i o n  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  b e s t  

w i n t e r i n g  g r o u n d s  f o r  m o o s e  o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  K e n a i  

P e n i n s u l a .

“O u r  b a c k s  a r e  t o  t h e  w a l l  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  K e n s *  

o n  w i n t e r  m o o s e  r a n g e , ” s a i d  a  s t a t e  g a m e  b i o l o ­

g i s t .  “T h i s  c o u l d n ’t h a v e  h a p p e n e d  i n  a  w o r s e  

p l a c e . "

T h e  a r e a  s u p p o r t s  h e a l t h y  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  m o o s e ,  

a  p a c k  o f  s i x  t o  1 0  w o ' v e s  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  b r o w n  

b e a r s .

“W e  h a v e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  ( a b o u t  t h e  r a n c h i n g )  

f r o m  a  c o u p l e  o f  s t a n d p o i n t s , ” s a i d  T e d  ° p r a k e r ,  a  

s t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  b i o l o g i s t .  

“W e ’r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  w o l v e s ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  

m o r e  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  b r o w n  b e a r s . ”

B e a r  a l r e a d y  a r e  p r e y i n g  o n  t h e  l i m i t e d  a m o u n t  

o f  l i v e s t o c k  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  h e  s a i d ,  a n d  t h o s e  p r o b ­

l e m s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  if m o r e  c a t t l e  a r e  i m p o r t e d .
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Plan for creation of habitat area 
wins sur>nort of Homer council

f

By RONNIE CHAPPELL
Daily News reporter

A  p l a n  t o  c r e a t e  a  1 9 , 0 0 0 -  

a c r e  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  a r e a  o n  

t h e  s o u t h e r n  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  

h a s  w o n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  

H o m e r  c i t y  c o u n c i l .

O n  a  u n a n i m o u s  v o t e ,  t h e  

c o u n c i l  M o n d a y  e n a c t e d  a  r e s ­

o l u t i o n  u r g i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

t o  a p p r o v e  a  b i l l  p l a c i n g  t h e  

s t a t e - o w n e d  a c r e a g e  u n d e r  t h e  

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  

G a m e .

C r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b ­

i t a t  a r e a  w o u l d  h a l t  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  o f  a  m a j o r  c a t t l e  e x p o r t  

p r o j e c t  m  t h e  H o m e r  a r e a .  I t  

c o n t a i n s  a  3 , 0 0 0 - a c r e  g r a z i n g  

l e a s e  i n  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  d r a i n ­

a g e  t h a t  H a n - A  S a m i c k  A m e r ­

i c a  C o r p .  s a y s  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  i t s  

p l a n s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  

e x p o r t a t i o n  o f  1 0 , 0 0 0  h e a d  o f  

b e e f  c a t t l e  a  y e a r .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  s t a t e  b i o l o ­

g i s t s ,  t h e  g r a z i n g  l e a s e  i s  p a r t  

o f  t h e  l a s t  b i g  t r a c t  o f  u n d e ­

v e l o p e d  w i n t e r  r  j o s e  r a n g e  

i n  t h e  H o m e r  a r e a .

T h e y  w a r n  t h a t  u n l e s s  i c  

a n d  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  w i n t e r  

f e e d i n g  a r e a s  a r e  p r e s e r v e d ,  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m o o s e  o n  t h e  

s o u t h e r n  P e n i n s u l a  w i l l  d e ­

c l i n e  d r a m a t i c a l l y .

“ W e  n e e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  

p l a c e s  f o r  m o o s e  t o  l i v e  a n d  

f o r  p e o p l e  t o  e n j o y  t h e m , ” 

s a i d  C o u n c i l m a n  J o h n  C a l ­

h o u n .  " W i t h  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  d e ­

v e l o p m e n t  o f  r u r a l  s u b d i v i ­

s i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  c i t y ,  i t  is 

i m p o r t a n t  t o  s e t  a s i d e  a  p a r ­

c e l  o f  l a n d  t h a t  p e o p l e  c a n  

e n j o y  i n  i t s  n a t u r a l  s t a t e . ”

T h e  b i l l  n o w  p e n d i n g  b e ­

f o r e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  g u a r a n ­

t e e s  t h e  c i t y ’s  r i g h t  t o  d a m

S a l m o n  c l a s s i c  

l e g i s l a t i o n  e y e d

By BRUCE SCANDLING
The Associated Press

J U N E A U  -  T h e r e  m a y  

s o o n  b e  a  n e w  t w i s t  t o  t h e

F r i t z  C r e e k  a n ' . u s e  t n e  r e ­

s u l t i n g  r e s e r v o i r  a s  a  m u n i c i ­

p a l  w a t e r  s u p p l y .

S i m i l a r  a s s u r  : n c e s  w e r o  o f ­

f e r e d  u n d e r  o t h e r  p l a n s  f o r  

d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  F r i t z  C r e e k  

a c r e a g e .  B u t  c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  

w e r e  s k e p t i c a l ,  C a l h o u n  s a i d ,  

t h a t  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  w a t ­

e r s h e d  c o u l d  b e  p r o t e c t e d  i f  

t h e  l e a s e  w a s  u s e d  f o r  i n t e n s e  

l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n .

B y  e n d o r s i n g  c r e a t i o n  o f  

t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a ,  C a l ­

h o u n  s a i d ,  h e  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n ­

c i l  m e m b e r s  w e r e  " t r y i n g  t o  

r e p r e s e n t  t h e  v i e w s  o f  a  m a ­

j o r i t y "  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  H o m ­

e r  a r e a .

M o r e  t h a n  6 0 0  l o c a l  r e s i ­

d e n t s  h a v e  s i g n e d  p e t i t i o n s  

e n d o r s i n g  t h e  i d e a .  A n o t h e r  

5 0  h a v e  w r i t t e n  l e t t e r s  t o  

l a w m a k e r s .

T h e  b i l l  p r o t e c t s  t h e  r i g h t s  

o f  i n h o l d e r s  a n d  g i v e s  t h e  

K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  a  

s a y  i n  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  

l a n d s  it n o m i n a t e s  f o r  i n c l u ­

s i o n  i n  t h e  h a b i t a t  a r e a .  

H u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  s k i i n g ,  

h i x i n g ,  c a m p i n g  a n d  s n o w m a ­

c h i n i n g  w o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  i n  

t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

w o u l d  n o t .

’ ’ 'PRESENTING’ * ’

S O N R I S E  C H R I S T I A N  S C H O O L

—  /  C h r i s t i a n  A l t e r n a t i v e  —

-  Professic s s r o o m  E d u c a t i o n  b a s e d  o n
G o d ' s  W o r a

-  Parentally Controlled a n d  G o v e r n e d

-  Certified a n d  Professional T e a c h e r s

-  C o m m i t t e d  to High Educational S t a n d a r d s

W e  h a v e  o p e n i n g s  f o r  n e x t  t e r m  i n  g r a d e s  K - 6 .  C a l l :  2 7 9 -  

9 3 2 5  o r  3 4 6 - 2 2 8 1  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  o r  w r i t e :  P . O .  B o x  

8 1 8 2 ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A k  9 9 5 0 8 .



A L A S K A  S T A T E  A L A S K A  S T A T E

A L A S K A  S T A T E  A L A S K A  S T  T E

S ta te  o f  A la sk a  
D ep a r tm en t  o f  F ish and  G am e  

Hab ita t  D iv is ion 
B o x  3 -2000 , J uneau ,  A la s k a  99 8 0 2  

N ov em be r  1983

Ju n e au  h e ad qu a r te r s  —  (907 ) 465 -4107
S o u th c en t ra l  re g io n a l o f f ic e  —  (907 ) 344-0541 
In te r io r  reg io n a l o f f i c e  —  (907 ) 47 9 -3104  
S o u th e a s t e rn  reg io n a l o f f i c e  —  (907 ) 46 5 -4290

(b rochure p ro d u c e d  by A O F & G  P u b lic  C o m m u n ic a tio n s  S e ctio n )

1. Izem bek  S ta te  G am e  R e fu g e
2. Po rt M o l le r  S t a te  Crit ica l H ab ita t  Area
3. Po rt H e iden  S ta te  Crit ica l H ab ita t  Area
4. C inde r  R ive r S t a te  C rit ica l H ab ita t  Area
5. P i lo t P o in t  S t a te  C rit ica l H ab ita t  Area
6. Egeg ik  S ta te  C r i t ica l Hab ita t A rea
7. W a l r u s  I s la n d s  S ta te  G am e  S an c tu a ry  
8 C ape  N ew en h am  S ta te  G am e  R e fu g e  
9. McNe i l R ive r S ta te  G am e  S a n c tu a ry

10. K a lg in  Is la nd  S ta te  C ri t ica l H ab ita t  Area
11. T rad ing  Bay  S ta te  G am e  R e fu g e
12. S u s i tn a  F la t s  S ta te  G am e  Refucie
13. C re am e r ’ s  F ie ld  S ta te  G am e  R e fu g e
14. P a lm e r  Hay  F la t s  S ta te  G am e  R e fu g e
15. G o o s e  B ay  S t a te  G am e  R e fu g e
16. P o t te r  P o in t  S t a te  G am e  R e fu g e
17. C lam  G u lc h  S t a t e  C rit ica l H ab ita t  Area
18. Fox  R ive r F la t s  S ta te  C rit ica l H ab ita t  A rea
19. K a c h em a k  B a y  S ta te  C ri t ica l H ab ita t  Area
20 . C o p p e r  R ive r D e lta  S ta te  C r i t ic a l Hab ita t A rea
21. Ch i lk a t  R ive r S ta te  C rit ica l H ab ita t  Area
22 . M endenha l l  W e t la n d s  S ta te  G am e  Re fuge A L A S K A  S T A T E  A L A S K A  S T A T E

A L A S K A  S T A T E  A L A S K A  S T A T E

■i m w b w m w w w m

T h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  p r o t e c t e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a ’s  o u t s t a n d i n g  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  

f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e s ,  S t a t e  G a m e  S a n c t u a r i e s ,  a n d  S t a t e  C r i t i c a l  

H a b i t a t  A r e a s .  T h e  s t a t u t e s  w h i c h  a u t h o r i z e  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  a r e a s  g i v e  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  

G a m e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e  u n i q u e  a s p e c t s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d .

S T A T E  G A M E  R E F U G E S  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  m a k e  s u r e  w i l d l i f e  c o n t i n u e  t o  

p o p u l a t e  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  a n d  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  p u b l i c  c o n t i n u e s  t o  h a v e  u s e  o f  

t h e s e  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e s e  a r e a s  h a v e  f a i t  l y  s i z a b l e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s ,  o r  

m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s ,  o f  w a t e r f o w l ,  b i g  g a m e ,  s h o r e b i r d s ,  o r  o t h e r  s p e c i e s .  

O n e  o r  m o r e  e l e m e n t s  o f  h a b i t a t  —  s u c h  a s  f o o d ,  v e g e t a t i o n ,  w a t e r ,  e t c .  

—  n e e d e d  b y  t h i s  w i l d l i f e  i s  p r e s e n t .

T h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  m a n a g e s  s t a t e  g a m e  r e f u g e s  

b y  f o c u s i n g  o n  a  f e a t u r e d  w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  o r  g r o u p  o f  s p e c i e s .  T h i s  m a y  m e a n  

r e h a b i l i t a t i n g  o r  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  h a b i t a t  o n  w h i c h  t h e  w i l d l i f e  d e p e n d s .  U s e s  

o f  r e f u g e  l a n d s  a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  t o  p r e v e n t  h a b i t a t  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  

h a r m f u l  t o  t h e  w i l d l i f e .  A c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a l s o  c o n t r o l l e d  t o  p r e v e n t  d i s t u r b a n c e  

o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  i t s e l f .  H u m a n  u s e s  —  i n c l u d i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s  a n d  

h a r v e s t  o f  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s  —  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e y  a r e  i n  k e e p i n g  

w i t h  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  r e f u g e .

S T A T E  G A M E  S A N C T U A R I E S  a r e  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  p r o t e c t  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  

a n d  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t s .  T h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n  f o r  s e t t i n g  a s i d e  l a n d s  a s  s t a t e  

g a m e  s a n c t u a r i e s  i s  t o  g i v e  a s y l u m  t o  i m p o r t a n t  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  T h e  

w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e s e  c a s e s  n o r m a l l y  u s e s  t h e  ' a n d  i n  s o m e w h a t  e x c l u s i v e  w a y s .  

A  s a n c t u a r y  m a y  p r o v i d e  t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  w h e r e  a  c e r t a i n  p o p u l a t i o n  c a r r i e s  

o u t  s o m e  p a r t  o f  i t s  a n n u a l  l i f e  c y c l e  s u c h  a s  f e e d i n g ,  n e s t i n g ,  h a u l i n g  o u \ ,  

o r  m i g r a t i o n .  ( S a n c t u a r i e s  a r e  s p e c i a l  a r e a s  s e t  a s i d e  t o  p r o t e c t  f e a t u r e d  

w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s . )

I n  m a n a g i n g  s a n c t u a r i e s ,  o t h e r  u s e s  o f  t h e  l a n d  a r e  c l o s e l y  c o n t r o l ^ d ,  

o r  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  h a b i t a t  o r  d i s t u r b a n c e  

o f  t h e  p r o t e c t e d  s p e c i e s .  U s e  o f  t h e  w i l d l i f e  i t s e l f  i s  a l s o  c l o s e l y  c o n t r o l  a d .

S T A T E  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A S  a r e  p l a c e s  w h e r e  p r o t e c t i v e  e m p h a s i s  

i s  o n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  w h i c h  w i l d l i f e  o c c u r s .  C r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a s  m a y  

b e  c o m p l e t e  b i o t i c  s y s t e m s  —  i d e n t i f i a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  u n i t s  t h a t  o p e r a t e  

a s  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  s y s t e m s  —  o r  w e l l - d e f i n e d  a r e a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  n e e d e d  b y  

w i l d l i f e  f o r  c e r t a i n  f u n c t i o n s  s u c h  a s  n e s t i n g  o r  s p a w n i n g .

M a n a g e m e n t  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  i s  a i m e d  

p r i m a r i l y  a t  p r o v i d i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  h a b i t a t .  A l l  u s e s  o f  t h e  l a n d  w h i c h  

a r e  n o t  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h a t  a i m  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d .  I n  m o s t  i n s t a n c e s ,  h a r v e s t  

o f  w i l d l i f e  i s  n o t  p r e c l u d e d  i n  a  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a .

S t a t e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a s  a r e  s e t  a s i d e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l a n d  a n d  

r e s o u r c e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  c e r t a i n  s p e c i e s  o f  w i l d l i f e .



FAIRBANKS

IA NCHO RAG E

BRISTOL
BAY

JUNEAU

'

. • ■

1. Izem bek
2. Po r t  M o l le r
3. P o r t  Heiden
4. C inde r  R ive r
5. P i lo t  Po in t
6. Egeg ik
7. W a l r u s  I s la n d s
8 . C a p e  N ew en ham
9. M cNe i l R iver

10. K a lg in  Is la nd
11. T rad ing  B ay
12. S u s i tn a  F la t s
13. C r e a m e r ’ s  F ie ld
14. P a lm e r  Hay F la t s
15. G o o s e  Bay
16. P o t te r  Po in t
17. C lam  Gu lch
18. F o x  R iver F la t s
19. K a c h em a k  Bay
20 . C o p p e r  R ive r D e lta
21 . Ch i lk a t  R iver
22 . M endenha l l  W e t la n d s

A L A S K ANO R TO N
SO UND

BERING
SEA

G U lF O F  ALASKA

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e

R e f u g e s __________

Critical Habitats 

S a n c t u a r i e s -----

DESIGNATED

MILES 

SO 100
KILOMETERS
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C O M M I T T E E . .  R E P O R T  

S E N A T E

FURTHER:

jg£€CIAR¥ O J J < £ $

'i/23/85

Mr. P r e s i d e n t  

Th e  C o m m i t t e e  on

c r e a t i n g  the A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  Aren,

R E S O U R C E S

/

c o n s i d e r e d  C S S S H B  280(1 in)

a n d  (-a-maxorrty"<5fM:he-committee)- (the c o m m i t t e e )  r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h  
the f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

I ]

X i 
[ ] 
[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

do pass

do pa s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )

r e p l a c e  w i t h / o r  a d o p t  CS f o r  ( ) j J ,H \j /- j O  I k.'\
n e w  t itle
same t i t l e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d s

a n d  a t t a c h e d  a " L E T T E R  OF  I N T E N T "  

r e p o r t s  it b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e c o m m e n d s  r e f e r r a l  to

[ ] N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E

C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  SIGjflN 
D O  PA S S  /

M E M B E R S  H A V I N G  
O T H E R ,R E C O M M E N D A T I O NUrUvLJljINUfil X U  iOA ,/)

L j J H O

u s e .

— — • *  ' /  " / /  — .

y'Jy/f'/ if /S’ r/ 1 ___________

C h a i r m a n

l/A /

C h a i r m a n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

1 3

14

1 5

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

2 3

2 4

2 5

26

27

28

2 9

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s *  N a v a r r e  a n d  G o l l

I H  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  C S  F O R  CS F O R  S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 2 8 0  ( R e s o u r c e s )

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d *  r,A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t s  C r e e k

; C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  Area.**

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A *

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to r e a d *  

(12) A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t s  C r e e k *  A l l  s t a t e  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  

c o n t a i n e d  i n  the f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n s
r

(A.) T o w n s h i p  4 So u t h ,  R a n g e  13 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n  

S e c t i o n  25 

S e c t i o n  35 

S e c t i o n  36

(B) T o w n s h i p  5 South, R a n g e  12 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n s  17 —

(C) T o w n s h i p  5 South, R a n g e  13 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  2 

S e c t i o n  3 

S e c t i o n  4* E  1/2 

S e c t i o n  8* S 1/2 

- . S e c t i o n s  9 - 1 1  • *

S e c t i o n s  1 3 - 2 0  o

S e c t i o n  21* W  1/2 

S e c t i o n  24

(D) T o w n s h i p  5 South, R a n g e  14 W e s t ,  S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  13 

S e c t i o n  20: H E  1/4
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S e c t i o n s  21 - 24

S e c t i o n  2 6 j H  1/2

S e c t i o n  27: N  1/2

S e c t i o n  28: H  1/2

* Sec* 2. A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  to read:

Cb) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 2 0  a n d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  the 

A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t s  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  u n d e r  ( a ) (12) of 

t h i s  s e c t i o n ,

(1) the u s e  o f  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  w a t e r  r i g h t s  f r o m  F r i t s  

C r e e k  f o r  a m u n i c i p a l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  w a t e r  s o u r c e  is p r o t e c t e d  w i t h i n  

t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t s  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a *

(2) the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a d a m  a n d  r e s e r­

v o i r  o n  F r i t z  C r e e k  is r e s e r v e d  w i t h i n  the A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t s

C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

(c) T h e  u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  v a l i d  e x i s t i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  

w i t h i n  the A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t s  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  a r e  

p r o t e c t e d .  F u t u r e  c o n v e y a n c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to r i g h t s -  

o f - w a y ,  t i m b e r  s a l e s ,  m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t s ,  g r a z i n g  l e a ses, a n d  o i l  

a n d  g a e  lenses, m a y  oc c u r .

(d) A  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  the A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  

C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  s h a l l  b e  c o m p l e t e d  b y  J u l y  1, 1989, b y  the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  in  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  the

*

l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  r e v i e w .  T h e  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  90 d a y s  

a f t e r  s u b m i s s i o n  u n l e s s  d i s a p p r o v e d  b y  A c t  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e  

m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  s h a l l  r e f l e c t  the c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  

B o r o u g h  as it a p p l i e s  t o  l a n d  c o m m i t t e d  b y  the b o r o u g h  to the A n c h o r  

R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

*  Se c .  3. A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 0 ( 1 ? )  a n d  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 0 ( b )  - (d) are r e p e a l e d  J u n e  30,

S C S  C S S S H B  2 8 0 (Rea) n
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B r a d l e y

4 / 1 / 8 5 * /

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  N a v a r r e  a n d  Go l l

IN T *1E H O U S E  B Y  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 280 ( R e s o u r c e s )

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k

C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a . "

BE  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read: 

(12) A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  Cr e e k :  A l l  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r

c o n t a i n e d  in the f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n :

(A) T o w n s h i p  4 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  13 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  25 

S e c t i o n  35 

S e c t i o n  36

(B) T o w n s h i p  5 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  12 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n s  1 7 - 2 0

(C) T o w n s h i p  5 S o u t h ,  R a n g e  13 W est, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  2 

S e c t i o n  3 

S e c t i o n  A: E 1/2 

S e c t i o n  8: S 1/2 

S e c t i o n s  9 - 1 1  

S e c t i o n s  1 3 - 2 0  

S e c t i o n  21: W  1/2 

S e c t i o n  24

(D) T o w n s h i p  5 So u t h ,  R a n g e  14 W e st, S e w a r d  M e r i d i a n

S e c t i o n  13 

S e c t i o n  20: N E  1/4

- 1 -  C S S S H B  2 8 0 ( R e s )



S e c t i o n  26: N  1/2

S e c t i o n  27: N 1/2

S e c t i o n  28: N 1/2

* Sec. 2. A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . 2 2 0  and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  the

A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  u n d e r  A S  1 6 . 2 0 . —

2 3 0 ( a ) (12),

(1) the u s e  of F r i t z  C r e e k  as a m u n i c i p a l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y

w a t e r  s o u r c e  is p r o t e c t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z  C r e e k

C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ;

(2) the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a d a m  a n d  r e s e r­

v o i r  o n  F r i t z  C r e e k  is r e s e r v e d  w i t h i n  the A n c h o r  R i v e r  a n d  F r i t z

C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r ea;

(3) the u s e  a n d  e n j o y m e n t  o f  i n h o l d i n g s  is g u a r a n t e e d

w i t h i n  the A n c h o r  R i v e r  and F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r ea;

(4) the l a n d  o w n e d  b y  the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  th a t  is

l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  the b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  and F r i t z  C r e e k

C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  a n d  th a t  is c o m m i t t e d  to t h e  A n c h o r  R i v e r  and 

F r i t z  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a  b y  the b o r o u g h  is s u b j e c t  to j o i n t  

m a n a g e m e n t  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  a n d  the K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  

B o r o u g h .

S e c t i o n s  21 - 2 4
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