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MEMORANDUM April 27, 1985

TO: All Members
Senate Resources Committee

FROM: Staff->
Senate Resources Committee

RE: CSSS HB 280 (Finance) "An Act creating the Anchor River and
Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area."™

CSSS HB 280 (Finance) would establish a 19,000 acre critical habitat area
six miles north of Homer along the Anchor River and Fritz Creek drainages.

This area would be managed as a critical habitat area but would allow for
construction of a dam and reservoir for a municipal water source if
necessary in the future. Valid existing rights and interests in this area
are protected and future conveyances may occur as long as they are
compatible with the creation of the critical habitat area. At the present
time, some of the lands in the eastern portion of the area are under review
for possible conveyance to the Kenai Borough or the University of Alaska.
The Department of Natural Resources will provide a review of this matter at
the public hearing.

The bill also calls for a management plan to be completed by July 1, 1989
by the Department of Fish and Game in consultation with the Department of
Natural Resources and the concurrence of the Kenai Peninsula Borough for

any of its lands with critical habitat area.

The fiscal note is zero.

Enclosures:

1.  Fiscal note

2. The Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area Proposal

3. ADF&G memo reviewing permitted activities in critical habitat areas

4. Letters of support for the creation of the Anchor River/Fritz Creek
Critical Habitat Area



STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL

Bill/Resolution No.: HB 280 fjr-ft0j Agency Affect®d: Natural Resources

Title: Anchor River Critical J Program Category Affected: nrmec
Habitat

Sponsor: Navarre and Goll BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:
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FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars)

JLNCkAL ruNu -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
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TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
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AREA NAME

Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area

PURPOSE

The primary purpose of the proposed special area is to protect and
maintain critical moose winter habitat along the upper Anchor River
and Fritz Creek drainages. A secondary purpose is to protect the
habitats of salmonid fishes and other wildlife which occur along
these drainages. These lands would be managed by the Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game (ADF&G).

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

T4S, R13U, Seward Meridian

Sections: .25, 35 and 36.

T5S, R14v7, Seward Meridian

Sections: 13, NE$20, 21, 22, 23, 24, Ni26, N}27 and N}28.

T5S, R13W, Seward Meridian

Sections: 2r3, E}4, S*8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,
W*21 and 24.

T5S, R12W, Seward Meridian

Sections: 17, 18, 19 and 20

AREA DESCRIPTION

The proposed special area is located approximately 6 miles due north
of the City of Homer on the lower Kenai Peninsula, Alaska (see Appendix
A). It is approximately 19,000 acres in size, and includes most of the
upper Anchor River valley and the adjacent sloping uplands, the area

known as ""Beaver Flats', and the headwaters of Fritz Creek. The main



valley consists of a relatively narrow valley floor with a meandering
stream, moderately steep hillsides which flank either side of the

valley floop, and numerous small tributaries. Vegetation along the
Anchor River is comprised of a mosaic of willow thickets, grass/forb
meadows, scattered Sitka spruce, and clumps of cottonwood; mature

Sitka spruce forests and stands of alder on the adjacent hillsides;

dense willow thickets along small tributaries? and spruce forests and
open meadows on gently sloping ground above 1,000 feet elevation. The
extensive muskeg along Beaver Creek supports low heath shrubs and
willows. The terrain in the headwaters of "fritz Creek is gently sloping;
and the vegetation consists of an open spruce forest with a dense under —
story of willows in the bottomlands, and mixed spruce forests and open

meadows at higher elevations.

WILDLIFE RESOURCE VALUES

The Anchor River valley and Fritz Creek drainages function as noose
winter habitat. Aerial survey information collected by the ADFSG
indicates between 300 and 500 moose concentrate in this area during
average winters A density of 23 moose per square mile were documentated
on Beaver Flu._s in 1983. The riparian habitats along these drainage
systems provide moose with a concentrated food supply in the form of
willow browse, adjacent resting and hiding cover in the form of spruce
forests, and an environment where snow accumulations are normally

small enough to not impede winter feeding activities. The existence

of areas which provide these elements is absolutely essential to

winter survival of moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula.

The Anchor River is spawning and rearing habitat for king salmon, coho
salmon, steelhead/rainbow trout, and dolly varden char. These habitats
are also essential with respect to the life cycle and perpetuation of

these species.



Riparian habitats such as those found in the proposed special area are
important to a variety of"other wildlife. "Spawning salmon along the
Anchor River are important food sources for brown bear, black bear

and bald eagles. Stands of mature cottonwoods at the western end of
the proposed area have been used by bald eagles for nesting. The
valley serves as a travel corridor for most species of big game,

furbearers and small fcrms of wildlife.

RECREATIONAL USES

The Anchor River valley and Fritz Creek drainages are popular recreation
areas. In recent years uses have included hunting, trapping, fishing,
wildlife viewing and photography, general hiking, snowmacnining, snow-
shoeing, and nordic skiing. ADFKG records show that in the 1983 moose
season 25% of the bull harvest (n=61) was taken in the Anchor River
drainage. Beaver, river otter, mink, coyote, and wolf are the fur—
bearers most commonly taken in this area. Sport fishing for salmon

is prohibited in the proposed special area, but trout and char fishing
are allowed from July through December. Snowmacnining, snowshoeing,

and nordic skiing occur throughout the area during most winters. All

of the above recreational activities would be encouraged in the proposed
special area as long as they did not pose a serious threat to wildlife

of habitat resources.

JUSTIFICATION

Moose are the dominant big game animal on the Kenai Peninsula. They
occupy a vital position in the food chain of the boreal forest, and
represent an important renewable resource. Moose are browsers which
assimilate energy and nutrients from the plant material they eat. In
turn, large predators such as the wolf and the brown bear and.a host
of smaller scavengers are dependent upon moose as a source of food.
Moose are directly important to man through the viewing and hunting

opportunities they provide and the revenue these activities funnel



into local economies. ADF&G records shew that the moose resource

on the Kenai Peninsula has generated a total of 92,018 hunter days

of recreation and a total harvest of 3,162 moose worth an estimated
5.5 million dollars between 1978 and 1983. In a less tangible sense,
most Alaskans feel that the mere presence of wildlife, of which the
moose is symbolic, contributes highly to their quality of life. They
want future generations of Alaskans to be able to enjoy the tradition

of a rich wildlife heritage.

It is estimated that there are currently between 2,500 and 3,C00

moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula (Game Management Subunit 15C) .
These moose range throughout most of the 760,000 acres of lowlands

in Subunit 15C in summer and early fall, but are restricted to streanm
and river bottoms and south-facing benchlands below 800 feet elevation
during winter. ADF&G tagging studies and aerial surveillance of moose
show that the Homer Benchland, lower Fox River valley, lower Anchor
River valley, dower Deep Crepk/Ninilchik River valleys, Fritz Creek
and the Coho Beach area are historic winter habitats. These areas
provide the concentrated food, cover, and relatively small snow
accumulation necessary for successful overwintering of moose. It is
significant to note that the sum of these winter habitats comprise
less than 10% of the surface area of all the utilized summer and early
fall habitat in Subunit 15C. Virtually no overwintering of moose occurs

in the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge south of Tustunena Lake.

Moose winter habitats on the lower Kenai Peninsula are mostly privately
owned and have been seriously diminished in the quality and extent by
human development in the last three decades. For instance, an estimated
4,500 people now compete with moose for space on the Homer Benchland,

and considerable habitat alteration and loss have occurred. Consequently,
this historically important winter habitat can now support only a fraction
of the moose it once did. Substantial amounts of residential and com—
mercial development have also occurred on the Coho Beach, lower Ninilchik,

lower Deep Creek, lower Anchor River and Homer Benchland winter habitats.



The lower Fox River winter habitat has been intensively grazed by horses
and cattle since the 1940°"s, and supports a growing human population
of approximately 200 people. It is reasonable to assume that these
developments have lowered the winter carrying capacity of that area
for moose. Water development and intensive cattle grazing are potential
threats which have recently been proposed for the Fritz Creek winter

habitat.

These trends are expected to worsen as the human population on the Kenai
Peninsula continues to grow. Lands along the upper Anchor River valley
and headwaters of Fritz Creek are in State ownership, and present the
best opportunity to protect ai 1 maintain moose winter range on the lower
Kenai Peninsula. Legislative designation as a State critical habitat
area would keep these lands in public trust, and ensure the future of

their wildlife resource and habitat values.
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* MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

s

State of Alaska

Al 9COMI\/IISSIONE,R’S
Roland Shanks , pri '
Special Assistant DATE: y qé I
Office of the Commissioner FILE NO:

Teeprone o: 40974100

) VA

druce H. Baker GelEcT | Permit .
Acting Director " in CrificaT Habitat W)/
Habitat Division Areas
Department of Fish and Game
As you requested, we have reviewed the f|Ies on Critical
Habitat Area permits for the past three year There were a
total of 30 applications received for activi |es in seven of
the Critical Habitat Areas. Of these 28 were aRproved and
2 were denled Activities in Critical Habltat rea.*; which
were permitted include: seismic exploration: placement of
fill material, sewage outfall, dredging; heavy equipment V¢
transport; storage of marine drilling rig: small boat harbor
expansion; log raftin and transfer; retalnlng\
walls/bulkheads: oil an gas leases: _.and geologica
|exptloratory work. Details are provided in the attached
IS e\

Critical Habitat Areas are multiple use areas. Activities
are allowed in Critical Habitat Areas in a manner consistent
with the purpose for which each area is established.
Activities which are permanent in nature or will have a
3| nificant effect on fish and game populatlons or their

itats (other t han law ful huntlng and fishing) require a
permlt from the Department of Fish and Game. Al other
activities do not require permits. Activities which do not
require a critical ‘habitat area permit include hunting,
flshlng, trappln% public access, recreational activities
(hiking, skiing, horseback rldlng, dogb team travel, camping
mountain climbing, etc.), boating, Dberrypicking, firewood
gathering (dead and down timber) and many others.

.Enclosure

. Miu
o -
i

from the office of

REP. MIKE NAVARRE



.. Permits Requested in
Critical Habitat Areas Since 1982

Area Activity Decision
Kachemak Bay CHA Seismic exploration Approved
Kachemak Bay CHA Geophysical exploration Approved
Kachemak Bay CHA Placement of fill material Approved
for construction of
Campground Homer Spit

Kachemak Bay CHA Sewage Outfall Line Approved

Kachemak Bay CHA Storage of Temporary Approved
Jack-Up Drilling Rig

Kachemak Bay CHA Homer Small Boat Harbor Approved
Expansion

Kachemak Bay CHA Bulkhead (Mud Bay) Denied

Kachemak Bay CHA Unauthorized Fill Denied
(Jackaloff Bay)

Kachemak Bay CHA Pier construction and Approved
Maintenance Dredging
Homer Small Boat Harbor

Kachemak Bay CHA Mariculture Approved
(Blue Mussel Farm)

Kachemak Bay CHA Dock construction Approved
(Tut'ka Bay)

Kachemak Bay CHA Log Rafting and Transfer Approved

Kachemak Bay CHA Retaining Wall Approved
Construction

Kachemak Bay CHA Bulkhead construction Approved
and Dredgln% Seldovia
Small Boat Harbor

Clam Gulch CHA Dred%ing Ninilchik Approved
Small Boat Harbor

Clam Gulch CHA Beach and River Erosion Approved
Control

Clam Gulch CHA Dred?mg Nintlchik Approved
Small Boat Harbor



Area

Clam Gulch CHA

Fox River Flats

Fox River Flats

Fox River Flats

Fox River Flats

Port Moller

Port Moller
Port Moller

Port Moller

Port Moller

CHA

CHA

CHA

CHA

CHA

CHA

CHA

CHA

CHA

Kalgin Island CHA

Pilot Point CHA

Cinder River CHA

Activity
Oil and gas lease

Heavy Equipment/Track
vehicle movement

Track Vehicle Crossing
Four wheel drive crossing
Heavy Equipment Crossing

Geological Field
Reconnaissance

Gravity Survey
Seismic Exploration

Geological Field
Program

Marine Seismic
Exploration

Oil and gas lease
Oil and gas lease

Oil and gas lease

Decision
Approved

Approved

Approved
Approved
Approved

Approved

Approved
Approved

Approved

Approved

Approved
Approved

Approved



Box 12.36
Homer, Alaska 99603
March 14 1965

Representative Mike Navarre
Pouch V
Juneau, Ak. 99611

Re: HB 230

Dear Mike:

Enclosed find a packet of letters and resolutions in support of HB 260, an Act
creating the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area. We are
pursuing additional ones and will forward them as we receive them.

Our task force has found strong support for the proposal. In fact, we have
encountered no opposition to it. You will note that some of the
endorsements are conditional upon the accomodation of additional uses. We
believe that there is no conflictin meeting such identified needs as water
supply within the critical habitat area.

Please feel free to contact me or any member of our task force should you
need any more information. We look forward to working with you towards
passage of HB 260,

Dave Vanderbrink, Chair
Kenal Peninsula Critical Habitat
Task Force



CITY OF KACHEMAK
KACHEMAK, ALASKA

RESOLUTION NO. 85-4

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CRITICAL MOOSE WINTER HABITAT

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Kachemak reco?nlzes the
need to protect and maintain critical moose winter habitat along the
upper Anchor River and Fritz Creek Drainages; and,

WHEREAS, the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force, working with
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game proposes such: and,

WHEREAS, the area in question is approximately 1Q,000 acres, as pro-
posed by this Task Force; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Kachemak recognizes that a watershed and critical
habitat area are compatible; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Kachema
Resources conveyance of 3,18
the Kenai Peninsula Borough;

WHEREAS, the 3,183.4 acres in question is included in the p p sal
of the Kenal Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force for the critical
moose winter habitat;

NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: _.that the Common Council_of..the City
of Kachemak supports the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force,
Dave Vanderpbrink, Chairman, in its efforts to provide, protect and
maintain critical winter moose habitat along the upPer Anchor River
and Fritz Cree k Drainages AS LONG AS THE WATERSHED INTERESTS OF THE
CITY OF KACHEMAK ARE NOT AFFECTED IN ANY NEGATIVE MANNER.

k is appealllnﬁ the Department of Natural
34dacres in the Fritz Creek drainage to
an

CITY OF KACHEMAK:

ATTEST:



»

Alaska Center for the Environment
1069 W. 6th Avenue
Anchorage. Alaska 99501 274-3621

Position Statement
of the Alaska Center -for the Environment
_In Support of the Proposed
Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area.

The lands proposed -for designation on the Anchor River/Fritz
Creek Critical Habitat Area, which are among the last state-owned
lands in the region, are critical to the -future of a healthy moose
population on the southern Kenai Peninsula. The proposal would also
protect the habitats of other wildli-fe such as brown and black bear
and bald eagles, and of king and silver salmon, stee thead/rainbow
trout, and dolly varden char.

The Anchor River Valley and Fritz Creek drainages suppport a
wide variety of recreational uses including hunting, fishing,
trapping, hiking and skiing. The critical habitat area proposal would
encourage all recreational activities thatdo not jeopardize fish and
wildlife habitat or populations. According to the Department of Fish
and Game, 92,018 hunter days, with a total harvest worth $5.5
million/dollars, were generated on the Kenai Peninsula between 1978
and 1983.

Moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula are restricted during the
winter to less than 100 of the area they inhabit during the summer
and fall periods. Furthermore, little moose overwintering occurs in
the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge south of Trustumena Lake. On the
oher hand, as many as 300 to 500 moose generally winter in the Anchor
River valley and Fritz Creek drainages.



Moose winter habitat? on the lower Kenai Peninsula are mostly
privately owned and have been notably reduced in hoth quality and
quantity due to residential and commercial development in places such
as Coho Beach, lower Deep Creek, lower Ninilchik River, lower Anchor
River and Homer Benchland winter habitats. I-f we hope to insure a
significant moose population in this region, it is essential to
protect the remaining winter ranges on the state-owned lands along
the upper Anchor River and Fritz Creek drainages

Finally, large portions of the proposed area are being threatened
by a major cattle grazing and feedlot operation. Preventing this
incapatible use by designating the critical habitat area would
protect not only moose winter range but also water quality in both
Fritz Creek, a source of water for Homer, and the Anchor River, one
of Southcentral's top sportfishing streams.



February 27» 1985

To Whom it May Concern:

In a meeting on 2/19/&5 "the Homer Fish and Game Advisory
Committee unanimously voted to support the establishment of
the Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area as proposed
by the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force.

Daniel R. Calhoun

Chairman Homer Fish and Game Advisory Committee
Box 566

Homer, Alaska 99603.



Co-Chgirmen:

[ Roberta Highland
- 235-8214 (home)

235-5223 (work)

235-7486 (home)
235-5397 (work)

P.0.Oox 15227 «  Fritz Creek, Alaska 99603
March 5,1935
To: Mr. Dave Vanderbrink, Chairman

From: Ed Schumann
Subject: Anchor River- Fritz Creel*. Critical Moose Habitat Area

Bear Dave:

Citizens for Responsible Land Use respectfully submit
our endorsment of the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Tas
Force proposal to create the 1S,CP0 acre Anchor River- Fri
Creek Critical Moose Habitat Area. _

We offer our continual support on this matter, Me h
to date; held public meetings, attended meetings, initiate
letuer writing campains to our legislators, circulated pe
e
e

K
tz

d .
titions
S

and written appeals to the Department of Natural Resourc
Mhat can be done, Mill be done.

Sincerely,

Ed Schumann
commitea member ,
Citizens :or Responsible Land Use



March 1, 1985

Dave Vanderbrink
FOB 1236
Homer, Alaska 99603

Dear Hr. Vanderbrink:

This is to 1inform you that the kachemak Bay
Conservation Society Board of Directors voted
unanimously to support the Kenai Peninsula

Critical Habitat Task Force"s proposed
“"Anchor River/Frits Creek Habitat Area." We
have conveyed our support to Governor

Sheffield and will do what we can to see that
this vital watershed remainsviable for moose
and other wildlife.

Sincerely,

Edgar Bailey



United States Department of the Interior

KENAI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
IN REPLY REFER TO: P.O. BOX 2139
SOLDOTNA, ALASKA 99669-2139
(907) 262-7021

January 31, 1985

Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force
ATTN. Mr. Allen Davis

P. 0. Box 598

Homer, Alaska 99603

Dear Mr. Davis:

We have reviewed the proposal on "The Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical
Habitat Area" as submitted by the task force and offer these comments.

Designation of critical habitat areas in Game Management Unit (G.M.U.) 15C,
other than lands contained within the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge, will be
eessential if viable populations of moose, brown bear, and wolves are to
continue. Refuge lands in CMU15C do not contain all of the essential habitat
components to support populations of these species year around.

Delineation of critical habitat areas off of the refuge is a logical and
essential action, if the public desires to have moose and other wildlife
species in CMU15C, coincidental with a variety of other uses on these lands.

This concept has our support. We feel it is the only practical alternative
e that will allow viable wildlife populations to.coexist with increased human
use and development within GMU15C.

Sincerely,

Robert L. Delaney
Refuge Manager

MBH/pf
0115p/7



Resolution No. 85-8

FRITZ CREEK WATERSHED

The cities of Homer and Kachemak City have a need for additional quantities

of water for municipal use in the immediate future. The cities have
identified Fritz Creek as the best source to meet their needs, evaluating
water quantity, quality, and proximity of the stream. Because the use of

Fritz Creek would be .for a public water supply, a watershed protection plan
would need to be established.

A possible solution would be to designate the watershed area as a wildlife
reserve. This could serve two useful purposes: it would preserve some
rapidly diminishing winter habitat for game animals on the lower Kenai
Peninsula, and it would protect the watershed of the municipal water

supply.

THE ALASKA WATER RESOURCES BOARD recommends that the Director of the
Division of Land and Water Management put into motion the mechanism to
designate the Fritz Creek Drainage as a wildlife refuge to preserve winter
habitat for large game animals and to protect the watershed for the future
municipal water supply for the cities of Homer and Kachemak City.

Adopted this 1st day of November, 1984

ALASKA WATER RESOURCES BOARD

David Vanderbrink, Chairman



RESOLUTION 85-2

A RESOLUTION OF NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES ASSOCIATION
SUPPORTING THE PROPOSED
ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK
CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

WHEREAS: the Anchor River and Fritz Creek both support runs of
anadromous fish, and;

WHEREAS: lower Cook Inlet's fisheries play a significant role In
State economy by revenues created both through the commercial harvest of
fish and the taking of fish by sport fishermen, and.

WHEREAS: there exist conflicting demands of the watershed areas
of Fritz Creek and the Anchor River, and:

WHEREAS: watershed alteration can lead to significant changes in
riverine habitat, and

WHEREAS: the life cycles of anadromous fish depend on natural and
unaltered conditions, and.;

WHEREAS: It is sound public policy to protect the natural runs of
anadromous fish;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES
ASSOCIATION, INC., SUPPORTS THE CREATION OF THE ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ
CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA.

DATED AT HOMER, ALASKA this 14th day of March, 1985

NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES ASSOCIATION

ATTEST:



Date: Anril 2, 1985
Vote: 14 STes, { No
Action: Adopted

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH
RESOLUTION 85-50

U

glVESRTING THE ENACTMENT OF HOUSE BILL 280 CREATING THE ANCHOR

AND FRITZ CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA.

WHEREAS, the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force was
formed by a group of citizens; and

WHEREAS, after stud% this task force has recommended the
creation of a crltlcal abitat area in the Anchor River/Fritz
a;

Creek drainage area;

WHEREAS, Representatives Navarre and Goll have introduced HB
280 in the Ieglslature proposm%the creationof the Anchor River

and Fritz Creek critical habitat area:and

~ WHEREAS, the assembIK supports creation of the Anchor
River/Fritz Creek critical habitat area;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI
PENINSULA BOROUGH:

Section 1. That the assemblK supports the passage of HB 280
which provides for creation of the Anchor River and Fritz Creek

Critical Habitat Area.

~Section 2. That the clerk is directed iu forward copies of
this resolution tc Governor William Sheffield, to the House
Resources Committee, the House Finance Commlttee Senate Presi-
dent, Don Bennett, Speaker of the House, Ben Grussendorf Sena-
tors Paul Fisher, ‘Jalmar Kerttula, Edna DeVries and John Sackett
and to Representatives Mike Navarre, Andre Marrou, Bette Cato,
Mike Szymanski, Kay Wallis and Peter Goll.

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH ON
THIS 2nd DAY OF April , 1985,

pe
ma
e

ATTEST:



CITY OF HOMER
HOMER, ALASKA

RESOLUTION 85 - #

A RESOLUTION ENDORSING HOUSE BILL 280 "AN ACT
CREATING THE ANCHOR RIVER AND FRITZ CREEK
CRITICAL HABITAT AREA".

WHEREAS, the City of Homer has an interest in preservin
the Fritz Creek WatersShed for future use as a water supply fo

g
[
residents of the Southern Kenai Peninsula: and

. WHEREAS, the City has an interest in preserving areas for
wildlife habitat; and

WHEREAS, the City has an interest in protecting and

preserving certain lands for public access and public
recreation purposes;

NOW THEREFORE, the City endorses House Bill 280 "An Act

Kreatﬂing the Anchor River “and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat
rea”;

DATED, at Homer, Alaska this A day of March, 1985,

CITY OF HOMER

Wayne Kessler, Mayor
ATTEST:

ko Fyne m .
Kathleen Herold, City Clerk



March 29, 1985

Dave Vanderbrink, Chairman

Kenai peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force
Box 1236

Homer, Alaska 99603

Dear fir. Vanderbrinl:

In a meeting held March 22, 1985 the officers and board of directors voted unanimously
to support HB #280.

The International Moode Federation feels that any use of this land other than preservati
for the use of wild life on the Southern portion of the Kenai Peninsula would cause

a permanent decline in opportunities for recreational use of our wildlife resources

and water quality.

President
International Moose Federation



Homer Soil Conservation Sub-District

P.0. Box 415 - Homer, Alaska 99603 - Telephone: 235-8177

March 26, 1985

Dave Vanderbrink

Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat
Task Force

P.0. Box 1236

Homer, Alaska 99603

RE: Critical Habitat - Anchor River & Fritz Creek Drainage

De~r Dave,

I am writing on behalf of the Board of Supervisors of the Homer
Soil & Water Conservation District. As you well know, we have
followed your committee®s activities with regard to the formula—
tion of the critical moose habitat legislation.

We wish to express our support and encouragement for the ultimate
passage of this legislation. On 13 March 1985, we were given
ample assurances by you and your committee that the critical
habitat designation would allow continued management as a multiple
resource, thus allowing open grazing of livestock and associated
activities that would not conflict with or deplete the habitat.
This assurance eliminated our primary concern.

We therefore wish to, once again, express our support for the
critical habitat designation by legislation and hope that your
activities will bring a successful conclusion to your efforts.

Sincerely,

Pat Marquis
Chairman

bg
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To Whom 1t Mav Concern:

Whereas the South Central Regional Council represents :17 Local
Fish and Game Advisory Commitees and;

Whereas those Advisory Committees are concerned with the moose
population in South Central Alaska as well as Game Management Un
15 C and;

Whereas the South Central Regional Council realizes the critical
-function of winter moose habitat and;

Whereas the South Central Regional Council understands that
development iIn the Homer area has and will continue to spread arx
eliminate critical winter moose habitat and;

Whereas this critical habitat must be set aside before developmei
begins in the area where this habitat exists;

Therefore be it Resolved by the South Central Regional Council
a meeting on March 21, 1985 by unanimous vote, to support the
ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA.

Submitted by:

17

Daniel R. Calhoun
Vice-Chairman
South Central Regional Counci l



Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc.

204 N. Franklin Street, Suite 3 Juneau, Alaska 99801 907-506-2345

March 25, 1985

Representative Mike Navarre
Pouch V
Juneau .Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Navarre:

Congratulations on your recent introduction of HB 280, "An Act creating the Anchor River and
Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area." This proposed legislative designation would maintain critical
moose wintering grounds, protect important riparian and fur bearing habitat, protect popular
recreational opportunities on the Kenai ,and ensure a future water supply for lower peninsula
residents.

Protection of relatively undisturbed stream and river bottoms in the lower Kenai isessential t
the perpetuation of the area 3 moose population. Though wide ranging in the summer and fall
months, the estimated 2500 moose of the area rely upon only five or six drainages during the
winter for the food, cover and diminshed snowfall necessary for survival. These streams and
rivers, however, are changing quickly as the human population of the Kenai increases. The
moose must contend with loss of habitat and associated human uses of the area such as grazing.
Without being alarmist, it is safe to say that protection of some of these overwintering areas is
necessary for the survival of moose populations in the lower Kenai.

Of coLrse, moose ai"e not the only users of the area. The riparian habitat thet support the moose
also su-jport a variety of other important species including dolly varden, steelhesd, cohos and
king sa mon. Bald eagles, black and brown hear, and fur bearing animals like mink, coyote, wolf,
river otter and beaver utilize the srea as vell.

Alaskans would stand to benefit from the proposed designation also. Recreational uses of the area
would be encouraged under critical habitat management.Skiing, hiking, hunting, fishing,
trapping, wildlife viewing and photography would all be proper uses of the area, subject
ADF&G" s protection of the wildlife habitat. (Salmon sportfishing, for instance, isalready
prohibited in thearea) The area iscurrently widely used for these activities and these uses
would be enhanced under critical habitat designation.

Finally, parts of the proposed critical habitat area are being considered for a cattle grazing and
feedlot operation. This would threaten both moose habitat and a watershed identified ac important
by the cities of Homer and Katchemak. Creating the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical
Habitat Area makes good sense: itmeans that future generations of Alaskans on the Kenai will be
able to enjoy a healthy moose population; arid the cities of Homer and Katchemak will be ensured
a future source of drinking water. The Alaska Environmental Lobby- on behalf of 19
conservation groups statewide--is pleased toendorse HB 280.

Sincerely, » i- g Scott Highleyman
ac: Rep. Peter Coll ywji- Executive Director
AAKACNERFCRTHEENARONVINT  »  AASAGHPTER SERRAQLB O GOP SHRAQIB » STKAGOPSHRACLB
KNKGORPSHRAGQLE  »  HNAIGOPSHRACLE ADBNIAETY o ACICAOQBNIIIFTY
CANATANIANSCAONIL o AAKARRENBGFTHEERH « INEAUADBNSOOETY o KAHHAVRKBAY ONFRATIONSOOETY
N BINSOOETY » KDACADBINSOUETY » YNNCANAL CONERATION « AAKAWLTHRINSSGUDESARTIAICN
STKAGNERATION e  NRHRNAAKAINARNINAGNER «  SOJHASTAAKACINERAIONGCONIL




HELP ESTABLISH THE ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK
CRITICAL HADITAT AREA

SUPPORT HB 280

The future of a healthy moose population on the lower Kenai Peninsula is
being threatened. Moose in this region concentrate during the lean winter
months in the lower segments of major river valleys and south-facing
benchlands. These areas are unique inproviding moose with the essentials
for overwinter survival-- an abundant food supply in the form of willow
browse, resting and hiding '.over, and relief from deep snows.
Unfortunately, most moose winter habitat on the lower Kenai Peninsula is
privately owned and has teen seriously diminished in quality and extent by
rapidly growing human population during the past two decades.

House Bill 280, introduced in the Alaska Legislature on March 13, 1985 by
Representative MUe Navarre (D-Kenai) at the request of many Homer-area
residents, would provide for the creation of the Anchor River and Fritz
Creek Critical Habitat Area. This legislation needs your support.

Important Facts:

1. The winter period is the bottleneck in the moose's annual cycle.
Reproductive success and population growth depend on overwinter survival.

2. Moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula are restricted during the winter
period to less than 10% of the area that “ney occupy in summer and fall.

3. Virtually no moose overwinter on the Kenai National Wiidlife Refuge
south of Tustumena Lake.

4, Substantial amounts of residential and commercial development have
already occurred on moose winter habitat at Coho Beach, lower Deep
Creek/Ninilchik River, lower Anchor River, and the Homer Bench.

5. The Anchor River is important spawning and rearing habitat for king
salmon, coho salmon, steelhead/rainbow trout, and dolly varden.

6. The Anchor River/Fritz Creek area has been identified since the early
1970's as critical moose winter habitat. The effort to have It legislatively
designated began several years ago.
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Plan for creation of habitat area

wsns supportof Homer council

. By, RONNIE CHAPPELL '
wDaly News reporter ) . v 4.
v-i A plan to create a 19,000
acre. wildlife habitat area on
the southern Kenai Peninsula
has won the support of the
Homer city council. .1
On a unanimous vote, the
council Monday enacted a res-
olution urging the legislature
to approve a h ' placing the
state-owned acreage under the
management of the Alaska
Department of Fish ard
Game. s » L v - W
Creation of the critical hab-

itat area would halt develop-.

nient of a major cattle export
project in the Homer area. It
contains a 3,000-acre grazing
lease in the Fritz Creek drain-
age that Han-A Samick Amer-
ica Corp. says is crucial to its
plans for the production and
exportation of 10000 head of
beef cattle a year. .

According to.state biolo-
gists, the grazing lease is part
of the last big tract of unde-

veloped winter moose range.
-->

in the Homer area. <
I They warn that unless It
and other important winter
feeding areas are preserved,
the number of moose on the
southern Peninsula will de-
cline dramatically.

“We need to preserve
places for moose to live and
for people to enjoy them,”
said Councilman John Cal-

houn. "With the continued de-.

velopment of rural subdivi-
sions around the city, it is
important to set aside a par-
cel of land that people can
enjoy in its natural state.”
.The bill now pending be-
fore the 'legislature guaran-
tees the city’s right to dam

Fritz Creek and use the =
sulting reservoir, as a munici-
pal water supply. it .
Similar assurances were of-
fered. under other plans for
disposal of the Fritz Creek
acreage. But city officials
were skeptical, Calhoun said,
that water quality in the wat-
ershed could be protected if
the lease was u?- , for intense
livestock production. ¢
By endorsing creation of
the critical habitat area, Cal-
houn said, he and other coun-
cil members were "trying to
represent the views of a ma-
jority” of people il the hom-

ufe
erarea. ;
More than' 600 ‘local’ resi-
dents have signed petitions
endorsing the idea. Another
S0 have written Netters- to
lawmakers. # ,
The bill protects the rights
of inholders and gives the
Kenai Peninsula Borough a
say in the n anagement of
lands it nominates for inclu-
sion in the habitat area.
Hunting, trapping, skiing,
hiking, camping and snowma-
chining would be allowed in
the area, but residential and
agricultural ' development
would not.  e=><mm L >m-
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Biologist,
By RONNIE CHAPPELL

Daily News reporter

The continued destruction
of critical winter! feeding
areas could decimate the
moose population/ on the
southern Kenai Peninsula,
state biologists warn.

One of the biologists and a
citizens’ group want to set
aside on area of the Peninsula
to assure the moose have a
sufficient winter food source.

Residential subdivisions
and agricultural development
are fast gobbling pp the low-
land, willow forests on which
moose depend for winter
browse. Once these feeding
areas are destroyed they can
never be replaced, said Dave
Holderman of the Alaska De-
partment of Fish and Game.

None of the winter feeding
areas sbuth of Tustumenn
Lake lies within the bounda-
ries of the Kenai National
Wildlife Refuge- Holderman
said. Almost all are on pri-
vate land "that is being de-
veloped at a pretty rapid
pace.'

This shrinking winter
range now represents less
than 10 percent of the acreage
foraged by the giant ungu-

citizens'

c.r,®

lates in the spring, summer
and fall, Holderman said.

It also is the factor that
will determine the size of the
area’s moose population in
the future. If moose don't
survive the winter, they can't
reproduce in the spring, he
said. ’ ;

To prevent the complete
destruction of the winter
range, Holderman and ar *d
hoc citizens' committee trom
the Homer area have pro-

creating a 19,000-acre
critical habitat area that in-
cludes parts of the Anchor
River and Fritz Creek drain-
ages.

Population densities as
high as 23 moose per square
mile have been recorded in
the area. All of the land is
owned by the state.

"This is the last opportuni-
ty to set aside a big portion of
public land for the benefit of
the wildlife populations on
the southern Peninsula,”
Holderman said.

If approved by the legisla-
ture, the habitat area would
be ! ed by the state De-
partment of Fish and Game.
People could still hunt, fish,
trap, hike, camp, ski and

Sunday February 3/ 1985

B3

snowmachine in the area,
Holderman said, but residen-
tial and agricultural develop-
ment would not be allowed.

The plan is a controversial .

one. .®

Many- of the people who .

support it see it as a way to
block the development of a
majoricattle export project in
the Homer area. A similar
tactic-was used in the late
1970s to prevent oil explora-
tion in Kachemak Bay.
According to Holderman,
the critical habitat area was
not conceived as a reaction to

the cattle export venture. ;

Work on the plan began in
1981,-he said. "We were hop-
ing to get a proposal to the
9%5 Ie%elslattﬁ)repwhlch we
have.done. This other |ssue
came up in the meantime.”

The "other” issue is a 3-
000-aere grazing lease in the
Fritz Creek drainage that al-
most everybody wants.

The.University of Alaska
wants title to the land so that
it can lease the propeprty to
Han-A Sa'mick America
Corp., a Korean firm, that
says the land is crucial to its
plans Id raise and export 10-
000 head of cattle a year.

Am

Vloose winter food supply threatened"

group want to establish Peninsula habitat area

The cities of Homer and m ;

Kachemak want the drainage
preserved as a po.sib'e mu-
nicipal water source. The
Kenai Peninsula Borough and
the Seldovia Native oca-
tion have expressed an inter-
est in owning the land.

Fish and Game, Holderman
and the citizens’ committee

j

would like to see the tract;

included in the proposed criti-

.cal habitat area.
Earlier this month-, thej <

state decided to transferown-.
ership to -the borough. But
now borough officials say
they don’t want the land if its ,

g

use is going to be limited byI :

restrictions placed in the title.
University officials .say
there’s a good chance they
will appeal the decision.

"It's unfortunate the tim- 1

las occurred like this,"

sald homesteader Bob Moss
who serves on the ad hoc task
force. "No one on the commit-
tee has taken a stand, one
way or the other."

Instead, he said, task force
‘members oppose the destruc-
tion of irreplaceable moose
habitat for the sake of a
grazing operation that could
take place on other state land.

]
1



BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT RF NATURAL RESOURCES POUCHM

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99511
PHONE: 007-465-2400

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
Division of Land and Water Management

July 26, 1985

The Honorable Arliss Sturgulewski
Alaska State Senate

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Sturgulewski:

Following our discussion of today, I'm writing to provide a
brief update on the department's actions reqardlng the .
proposed land transfer to the Kenai Peninsula Borough in the
Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area. As you
know, that legislation, HB 280, allows for municipal land
conveyances within the critical habitat.

I've enclosed a copy of Director Hawkin's July 16, 1985
decision on the appeal of the regional manageér's decision to
convey the land to the borough, in partial fulfillment of
the borough's municipal entitlement. In short, the director

has upheld rhe earlier decision. However, with the passage
0f Ie?|s|at|on creating the critical habitat area, the
department now proposeS to convey the land to the borough
subject to the provisions of the critical habitat _
#eg{ﬁlatlon. Page seven of the enclosed decision explains
urther.

Please let me know if you have other questions.

Sincerely,

E. Vediner
Resource Manager

Enclosure

cc. Commissioner Wunnicke .
Tom Hawkins, Director, DLWM A

10-J9LH
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Sections 21 -24
Section 26: N1/2
Section 27: N1/2

Section 28: N1/2

* Sec. 2. AS 16.20.230 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

(b) Notwithstanding AS 16.20.220 and the establishment of the
Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area under (a)(12) of
this section,

(1) the use of and appropriation of water rights from Fritz
Creek for a municipal and community water source is protected within
the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area;

(2) the possibility of the construction of a dam and reser-
voir on Fritz Creek is reserved within the Anchor River and Fritz
Creek Critical Habitat Area.

(c) The use and enjoyment of valid existing rights and interests
within the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area are
protected. Future conveyances, including but not limited to rights-
of-way, timber sales, municipal entitlements, grazing leases, and oil
and gas leases, may occur.

(d) A management plan for the Anchor River and Fritz Creek
Critical Habitat Area shall be completed by July 1, 1989, by the
Department of Fish and Game in consultation with the Department of

Natural Resources and the management plan shall be submitted to the

legislature for review. The management plan shall take effect when
approved by act of the legislature. The management plan shall reflect
the concurrence of the Kenai Peninsula Borough as it applies to land

committed by the borough to the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical

Habitat Area.

SCS CSSSHB 280(Fin) -2-



Offered: 5/8/85
Referred: Rules

Original sponsors: Navarre and Goll

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
SENATE CS FOR CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 280 (Finance)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act creating the Anchor River and Fritz Creek

Critical Habitat Area."”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. \S 16.20.230 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(12) Anchor River and Fritz Creek: All state land and water
contained in the following description:

(A) Township 4 South, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian
Section 25
Section 35
Section 36

(B) Township 5 South, Range 12 West, Seward Meridian
Sections 17 - 20

(C) Township 5 South, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian
Section 2
Section 3
Section 4: E 1/2
Section 8§: S 1/2
Sections 9-11
Sections 13 - 20
Section 21: W 1/2
Section 24

(D) Township 5 South, Range 14 West, Seward Meridian
Section 13

Section 20: NE 1/4

- SCS CSSSHB' 280(Fin)
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DIVISION OF LAND AND WATER MANAGEMENT
DIRECTOR'S DECISION
ADL 53853, 206347, 206348

Requested Action: On January 21, 1985 the Southcentral Regional Manager
issued a decision to convey three parcels of state land near Homer
to the University of Alaska and Kenai Peninsula Borough (See Attachment
A).  The wuniversity would receive the two smaller parcels (the 80 acre
"Ohlson Mountain Parcel” and the 789 acre "Red Meat Center" parcel), and
the Kenai Peninsula Borough would receive the 3,784 acre "Fritz Creek"
parcel. A total of 32 appeals of this decision were received by the
director, Division of Land and Water Management, from individuals and
groups (See Attachment B). Because these appealscenter around similar
issues, they have been consolidated for purposes of this decision.

Legal Authority: AS 38.05.035"a) and (e), AS 38.05.810(a), and AS
29.18.201-.213, constitute the legal authority for this decision.

Administrative Record: Department of Natural Resources (DNR) casefiles ADL
53853 (lease to the University of Alaska under AS 38.05.810), ADL 206347
and ADL 206348 (Kenai Peninsula Borough selections under AS 29.18)
constitute the administrative record used by the director as the basis for
this decision. Other related casefiles are: ADL 203928, an application by
the Cities of Homer and Kachemak for a dam site adjacent to the Fritz Creek
parcel; right-of-way letter permit, ADL 200045; oil & gas lease, ADL
333075; two coal prospecting permit applications, ADL 68069 and 68070;
timber sale ADL 217239; oil & gas lease, ADL 304972; and ADL 74466, land

lease application.

Background: On February 1, 1972, the department issued a "public and
charitable use" lease under AS 38.05.315(a) (now AS 38.05.810(a)) to the
University of Alaska for development of a Kenai Peninsula Beef Research
Center. The lease was issued for 55 years (expiring January 31, 2027) and
is comprised of 5,052+ acres, divided into three parcels: Ohlson Mountain
(360dr acres), Fritz Creek (3,903d- acres), and the Red Meat Center (789d:

acres).

All land in the original Ohlson Mountain parcel and a portion of the Fritz
Creek parcel was selected by the Kenai Peninsula Borough on September 17,
1971 (ADL 55745) as part of the borough's 155,780 acre municipal land
entitlement (the borough's remaining land entitlement, exceeds 56,000
acres). All but 80 acres (the remaining Ohlson Mountain parcel, S2SW4 of
Section 27, T5S, R13W, S.M.) were approved for selection by the department
on January 28, 1982. Approximately half of the approved land was conveyed

to the borough on March 21. 1983. The affected portion of the universit¥]
lease was also transferred to the borough. The Kenai Peninsula Boroug

selected the remainder of the Fritz Creek parcel on July 7, 1980 (ADL
206347 and ADL 206348).



Director”s Decision Page 2
ADL 53853, 20634/, 206348

The university requested an exemption to the assignment restriction
of public and charitable use lease ADL 53853 in a January 11, 1984 letter
to DNR. The wuniversity desired to sublease to Han-A Samick America
Corporation, a Korean (profit) corporation to establish a red meat industry
and a joint research program with a Korean university (Kon Kuk).

The department responded on February 16, 1984, that no exception could be
granted, but proposed that the leased land be included in the university
replacement pool for selection, or be sold at public auction.

On May 2, 1984, the legal counsel for Han-A Samick asked for the
commissioner's concurrence in a draft contract between the University of
Alaska and Han-A Samick involving a sublease of the university's lease (ADL
53853).

The commissioner responded on May 25, 1984 that the university had been
advised that a sublease to a profit corporation is not appropriate and that
the university lease would therefore be terminated if a sublease were
completed.  However, four alternatives were offered by the commissioner:
1) the wuniversity could relinquish its lease and DNR could conduct a
grazing lease auction; 2) the university could relinquish its lease and DNR
could convey the land to the borough, which, in turn could negotiate with
the university; 3) the university and state could exchange the land on an
equal appraised value basis; or 4) the university could select the lands
under terms of the 1983 University Settlement Agreement with the state.

An August 15, 1984 letter from the university advised the department that
Option 4 (above) was the preferred alternative. The depart' mt responded
on November 7, 1984 that the conveyance would be considered under Appendix
"0" of the agreement, excluding the site proposed for a water reservior for
the Cities of Homer and Kachemak.”

On December 4, 1984, a preliminary decision was issued by the Southcentral
Regional Manager which proposed reclassifying the parcels and conveying the
majority of the land to the University of Alaska. A portion of the Fritz
Creek parcel (600 acres) was to be conveyed to the Cities of Homer and
Kachemak for use as an impoundment area for the proposed reservior. That
decision was amended on December 6, 1984 to include a mineral closing

order.

A hearing on the preliminary decision was held by the Regional Office at
the Homer High School on December 20, 1984. Of the persons who spoke at
the hearing, 14 were opposed to the conveyance; 4 supported and 2

NThe City of Homer (ADL 209305, July 13, 1982) and City of Kachemak (ADL
203928, March 24, 1980) separately applied for dam and reservoir sites
within and adjacent to the Fritz Creek parcel. The City of Homer
commissioned a water feasibility study from Olympic Associates Company of
Seattle in 1983. In October, 1984 the two cases were combined under ADL
203928, and now include only the area adjacent to the Fritz Creek parcel.



Director™s Decision Page 3
ADL 53853, 206347, 206343

recommended a restricted conveyance. In addition, a variety of written
comments were received, most of which opposed the conveyance. Opposition
to the land transfer was almost uniformly based upon the protection of
watershed and wildlife habitat in the Fritz Creek area. Another common
concern was the perceived unsuitability of the Red Meat parcel for a cattle
feedlot, due to extensive wetlands and proximity to urban development.

On January 21, 1985 the Southcentral Regional Manager issued the Final
Finding, which approved the conveyance of the Ohlson Mountain and Red Meat
Center parcels to the University of Alaska, and the Fritz Creek parcel to
the Kenai Peninsula Borough. The director subsequently received 32 appeals
of that decision on or before February 25, 1985, the date the appeal period
lapsed.  Several written statements were also received by the director
after the appeal period ended and have therefore not been considered
appeals, but have been incorporated into the record.

On April 22, 1985, the director held a public hearing on the appeals at the
Homer High School. A total of 17 people testified; many of them were
appellants of record. A majority opposed the conveyance and supported the
establishment of a critical habitat area to include the Fritz Creek parcel.

On May 8, 1985 the Alaska Legislature created the Anchor River - Fritz
Creek Critical Habitat Area, which included most of the Fritz Creek
parcel. The enabling legislation provides for the protection of valid
existing rights, retains the option of dam construction, allows future
conveyance of land, and requires the completion of a management plan by
July 1, 1989.2

Pertinent Issues

There are several important public interest considerations associated with
this decision, the most significant of which are:

1. Habitat retention-  The Fritz Creek parcel includes part of a
moose wintering range, while the Fritz Creek/Beaver Creek area is
important to fisheries.

2 Section 2 of the legislation states in part
"(b)...(1) the use of and appropriation of water rights from Fritz Creek
for a municipal and community water source is protected within the ...Area;
(2) the possibility of the construction of a dam and reservior on
Fritz Creek is reserved within the... Area.
(c) The use and enjoyment of valid existing rights and interests within
the...Area are protected. Future conveyances, including, but not limited
to rights-of-way, timber sales, municipal entitlements, grazing leases,
and oil and gas leases, may occur."

It further states that the management plan will be completed by the
Department of Fish & Game in consultation with DNR, shall reflect KPB
concurrence as it applies to borough land, and will be reviewed by the

legislature.
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2. Water supply and quality:  Water is in short supply in the Homer
area and Fritz Creek has been identified as an alternative source
for municipal water supply purposes. Concerns have also been
expressed over possible adverse water quality impacts associated
with agricultural development of the subject lands.

3. Agriculture:The University of Alaska intends to obtain all
three parcels in order to facilitate development of a red meat
industry and agricultural research facility on the lower Kenai
Peninsula.

4. Kenai Peninsula Borough (KPB) entitlement: Pursuant to the
Municipal Entitlement Act, the KPB has an unfulfilled land
entitlement of approximately 56,000 acres (as of March 29,
1985).  The conveyance of the Fritz Creek parcel would further
satisfy KPB's remaining land entitlement.

Findings

The wide 3pectrura of state interest considerations and intense public
attention focused wupon this decision requires careful and deliberate

analysis of the pertinent issues addressed in the appeals. | find that
most of the 32 appeals can be generalized and grouped into three component
categories: protection of wildlife habitat-*, protection of watershed”

and the suitability of the parcels for large scale agriculture-*.  Also
questioned were the state's ability to convey the parcels either under the
terras of the University Settlement Agreement or AS 38.05.8106, and the
university's ability to allow third party access to the Red Meat Center

parcel2.

As noted above, the majority of the appeals (typified by the Sierra Club,
Alaska Center For the Environment and Citizens For Responsible Land Use)
largely dealt with the need to protect the Fritz Creek parcel from
development (including agricultural operations) which might adversely
impact the area's ability to serve as habitat for moose (particularly
winter range) and other wildlife. I find, however, that the habitat
retention argument has effectively been removed from this decision by the

NAIl appellants except Carlson, Cities of Homer and Kachemak, Manwiller,
Seldovia and the University of Alaska.

MAppellants B. Ault, G Ault, Josie Bills, James Bills, Bramel, Citizens
for Responsible Land Use, Cities of Homer and Kachemak, Highland/Archibald,

Rhode and Schumann.

NAppellants  Bury, Carlson, Citizens  for  Responsible  Land  Use,
Highland/Archibald, Klieraann, Manwiller, Schumann, University of Alaska and
Susan Wagner (Many of these appellants requested that if land were conveyed
to the university, it contain covenants restricting development),

NAppellants Alaska Center for the Environment, Alaska Chapter of the
Sierra Club, Chris Goll.

2Appellants Carlson and Manwiller.
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legislature’s recent enactment of the Anchor River - Fritz Greek Critical
Habitat Area bill. This legislation encompassed the majority of the 3,784
acre Fritz Creek parcel and established its purpose "to protect and
preserve habitat areas especially crucial to the perpetuation of fish and
wildlife, and to restrict all other uses not compatible with that primary
purpose” (AS 16.20.220). Based upon this circumstance, | find that the
appellants’ habitat arguments have been adequately addressed and satisfied.

The Cities of Homer and Kachemak appealed the Regional Manager's decision
due to their interest that a portion of the Fritz Creek drainage remain
available for potential municipal water supply purposes. Although the
Fritz Creek drainage has not yet been conclusively demonstrated as suitable

for such use, | agree that the state should preserve this option at least
until more definitive studies can be completed. My reading of the new
Anchor River - Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area bill also provides

assurance that this special designation will not preclude the development
of the area for a future dam site associated with municipal water supply
needs. Although the cities have indicated that the borough does not have
the obligation or authority to develop a municipal water supply (should KPB
receive the land), there is nothing to preempt the borough from such
action. In fact, Section 2 of the Anchor River - Fritz Creek Critical
Habitat Area legislation clearly retains the future water supply option as
well as possible municipal land conveyances. Therefore, the transfer of
the Fritz Creek parcel to the City of Homer and Kachemak City (pursuant to
AS 38.05.810) is wunnecessary to preserve future water supply options at
this location.

The issue of whether it is in the state's best interest to further
facilitate development of a red meat industry on the Kenai Peninsula is
more complex. The Fritz Creek parcel is currently encumbered by a 55 year
lease to the wuniversity (42 years remaining). The wuniversity has also
constructed improvements on the two smaller parcels to support its research
and range use activities. However, the wuniversity's Homer Red Meat
Research Center was deactivated in 1984, due to lack of funds.

The Red Meat and Ohlson Mountain parcels contain soils appropriate for
agricultural wuse, while the Fritz Creek parcel soils are adequate for
grazing purposes. The university would need to clear another 300 acres in
the Fritz Creek parcel to help facilitate grazing. The university hope*. to
obtain these lauds to develop a red meat industry and to further
agricultural education and research in Alaska. The university annourced
last year that it would sublease this land to the Han-A Samick America
Corporation, an Alaskan subsidiary for two larger Korean development
firms.  Han-A Samick would use the area as the flagship for a cooperative
program, whereby other private landowners could commit grazing or forage
cropland to the project. However, many of the other state-owned lands in
the southern Kenai Peninsula area leased for grazing have seen little
actual grazing activity occur.

Han-A Samick has expressed its intent to invest some 20 million dollars in
the project over the next five years. It would export 10,000 animals per
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year once it achieved full operation. The university appears comfortable
with this commercial venture and is also willing to commit its resources to
the effort. The university could receive about $500,000 in annual rent
from this project by year 10 of the operation. Much of this income would

likely be deposited in the Land Grant Trust Fund with proceeds used in part
to support wuniversity programs statewide. This proposal would also
generally help research opportunities (breeding, feeding, nygiene, beef
processing techniques, etc.) and create jobs and a market for local

agricultural products. It is clear that a resultant commercial
agricultural endeavor in the south Kenai wouid provide economic, benefits to
the local and state economy. Furthermore, the contention that an

agricultural operation would adversely impact the well established tourism
industry of the Homer area is unsupported.

The creation of the Anchor River-Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area does not
affect valid existing rights, including the university's lease. Therefore,

the university could still operate a grazing venture on the Fritz Creek
parcel for at least the remaining duration of its lease (42 years).
However, the creation of the critical habitat area will likely make it more

difficult for the university to maximize lease development options.

Based upon the above, | conclude that conveyance of the Red Meat and Ohlson
Mountain parcels to the wuniversity would likely facilitate commercial
agriculture and research opportunities on the lower Kenai Peninsula and is
therefore in the state's best interest.

| consider the wuniversity to be a state agency for purposes of AS
38.05.810(a), whose profits from real estate transactions are returned to
university programs operated in the public interest. The university s,
therefore, qualified to receive land under this statute. The university
has a fiduciary responsibility to manage its land in order to maximize
revenue production. Land obtained by the university would be exempt from
AS 38 requirements and would be managed for the exclusive use and benefit
of the wuniversity.  However, because of die nature of the services and
function of the university and the value of those parcels, this conveyance
should occur at full appraised fair market value.

The Southcentral Regional Manager decided that the conveyance of land to
the university should be credited against the state's liability resulting
from the University Settlement Agreement. However, | feel the use of that
agreement as the basis for the conveyance is inappropriate.  Whether the
appraised value of the land is directly credited against the compensation
due the wuniversity, or deposited in, and later paid from, the state's
general fund,is not properly a consideration of this decision. The state
will recoup the value of this property anyway through a AS 38.05.810(a)
conveyance based upon appraised fair market value.

Although the university's appeal includes a statement that the proposed Red
Meat project will not proceed unless the Fritz Creek parcel is conveyed, |
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find the merits of this position largely unsubstantiated. While the
university is certainly free to abandon the project at its discretion, |
believe there is insufficient reason to conclude that omission of the Fritz
Creek parcel from the conveyance will sink the proposal. After all, the
university would retain its existing lease at Fritz Creek and stands to
enhance its landholdings by an additional 800 acres (Ohlson Mountain and
Led Meat parcels).  When combined with the considerable university land
holdings near Homer, as well as private land in the south Kenai area, it
appears that sufficient grazing land will remain available in the area to
support the project.

Several appellants noted that the potential for conveyance to the Kenai
Peninsula Borough (KPB) was not mentioned in the Southcentral Regional
Office's Preliminary Decision**. It is true that conveyance to the KPB was
not originally recommended, but the pending KPB selections were noted in
that decision. The change from the Preliminary Decision to the Final
Finding was a outgrowth of the public input process, KPB's unfulfilled
municipal entitlement and creation of the Anchor River-Fritz Creek Critical
Habitat Area.

| also find that the Kenai Peninsula Borough's pending municipal selection
applications on the Fritz Creek parcel precede and should preempt the
university's conveyance request. The KPB is a local government entity with
broad public purpose responsibilities capable of managing the parcel for
purposes unrelated to profit making.” As noted previously, the KPB also
has a significant outstanding land entitlement which the department must
address in ac ordance with AS 29.18. As the new Anchor River - Fritz Creek
Critical Habitat Area does not preclude the department from making a KPB
land conveyance at Fritz Creek, | find that it is in the state's best
interest to convey this land in furtherance of KPB's remaining land
entitlement provided that it is included in and managed consistent with the
provisions of the critical habitat area. This conveyance would, however,
occur subject to all valid existing rights, including the university's
lease and the provisions of the Anchor River - Fritz Creek Critical Habitat
Area legislation. However, should the borough subsequently decide to
relinquish its pending selection application, 1 believe the department is
empowered by the legislature to retain this land, consistent with the
purposes of the special area designation.

The Citizens for Responsible Land Use objected to the conveyance of the Red
Meat parcel to the university because the land is mostly wetlands unsuited
for intensive grazing or feedlot operations and the surrounding area is
residential in character and therefore incompatible with the proposed use.
While it is true that the Red Meat parcel includes "wetlands" as defined by
the Corps of Engineen, this will not preclude agricultural operations.

NAppellants Carlson, Citizens for Responsible Land U3e,
Highland/Archibald.

9Appellants Highland/Archibald.
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However, the university will be required to operate within the confines of
the Alaska Coastal Management Program, including any necessary U.S. Corps
of Engineers (Corps) wetlands permits or Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) water discharge permits. In addition, | also find the
issue of incorapatiblity is difficult to quantify. Although the surrounding
area is largely residential, its character is dispersed and rural. The
development of an agricultural operation (including feedlot) on this
parcel, if allowed by the Corps and DEC, would not necessarily be
inconsistent with surrounding land uses. The permit process would also
address adverse impacts associated with such development.

Joanna F. and Charles E. Manwiller appealed the conveyance of the Fritz
Creek parcel because current access to the area is by limited easement
across their property. They have pointed to the fact that the easement is
non-transferable, was intended only for limited use by the university
research facility personnel and adjacent landowners and is not compatible
with a commercial cattle operation. However, it is not my intention to
convey this parcel for purposes of a commercial cattle operation. Rather,
the KPB would be the la_J recipient and would therefore become the entity
dealing with this access question.

The Seldovia Native Association, Inc. (SNA) also filed an appeal,
requesting that the department suspend any further action on the subject
state lands wuntil SNA has a chance to weigh its interest in them for
inclusion in the ongoing state/SNA land exchange. Subsequent to this
request, the state and SNA have assembled a pool of state lands which will
receive further trade consideration. The laud included in this appeal is
not part of the current trade proposal. In addition, it is also clear that
the requests of both KPB and the university for these lands would preempt
those of SNA. Accordingly, | find that it is inappropriate to remove these
lands from this decision for possible inclusion in the proposed land
exchange.

Some appellants pointed to technical/typographical errors in the Final
Finding and land classification report.However, as these errors did
not materially alter or confuse any significant facts in the decision, |
hereby dismiss this argument.

In summary, | believe the Southcentral Regional Manager's decision to
convey this land to the university and borough best represent the state's
overall interests in this arena of competing uses and constituencies. The
creation of the Anchor River - Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area
effectively preempted my decision to convey the Fritz Creek parcel to the
university because it conclusively tipped the cards in this area towards
habitat retention. It's associated provisions to protect municipal water
supply and provide for a possible dam site, while specifically allowing for

NAppellants Carlson and Perry.
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municipal conveyances, have helped persuade me that the Fritz Creek parcel
should be conveyed to the KPB. In this manner, part of KPB's outstanding
land entitlement deficiency can be retired while the dam site/water supply
alternative is preserved.

Alternatively, the Red Meat, and Ohlson Mountain parcels are not intrinsic
to either habitat or water supply, needs and therefore represent an
opportunity to advance agricultural endeavors through conveyance to the

university.

Decision

Based on the foregoing, | have decided to offer the Fritz Creek parcel to
the Kenai Peninsula Borough as part of its municipal entitlement under AS
29.18 and to convey the Red Meat Center and Ohlson Mountain parcels under
AS 38.05.810(a), at appraised fair market value, to the University of
Alaska. Conveyance of these parcels shall be subject to valid existing
rights including the provisions of the Anchor River - Fritz Creek Critical

Habitat Area legislation.

This decision may, within 30 days after the date the decision is received,
be appealed in writing to Esther C. Wunnicke, Commissioner, Department of
Natural Resources, Pouch M, Juneau, Alaska 99811. If no appeal is filed
within this time period, the decision shall be final.

Tom Hawkins Date

Direci or
Division of Land and Water Management



Attachment A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Ohlson Mountain Parcel;
T5S, R13W, SM
Sec. 27: S1/2SW1/4
Total: "180 Acres

Red Meat Center Parcel:

T5S, RL2W, SM

Sec. 33: SWI/ANW1/4, E1/2NW1/4, W1/2NE1/4, N1/2SE1/4,E1/2SW1/4 (360 Acres)
Sec. 34: Lots 1 & 2, NL/2NEL/4, SW1/4NE1/4, NW1/4,N1/2SW1/4(428.70 Acres)

Total: *788.7 Acres

Fritz Creek. Parcel:

T5S, R12W, SM

Sec. 17: NL/2, SW1/4, WI/2SE1/4 (560 Acres)

Sec. 18: Lots 1-4, EIl/2, E1/2W1/2 (603.28 Acres)

Sec. 19: Lots 1-4, EIl/2, E1/2W1/2 (604.92 Acres)
Sec. 20: All (640 Acres)

Sec. 30: Lots 1-3, EL/2NW1/4 (175.39 Acres)
T5S, RI3W, SM

Sec. 13: All (640 Acres)
Sec. 24: NI/2, SE1/4, N1/2SW1/4 (560 Acres)

Total: *3,783.59 Acres

Grand Total: *4,652.29 Acres



Attachment B
Appellants

Alaska Center for the Environment 1069 West 6th Anchorage, Alaska
99501 Attn: CIliff Eames

Alaska Chapter of the Sierra Club 241 E. 5th, Suite 205 Anchorage, Alaska
99503 Attn: Jeff Parker/Sally Kabish

Chris Goll 4127 Raspberry Road Anchorage, Alaska 99502

Susan Aramovich/Scott Burbank Box 2412 Homer, Alaska 99603

Barb Buxzelli Ault Box 15315 FCB Homer; Alaska 99603

Gary Ault Box 15315 FC Homer, Alaska 99603

James R. Bills Box 15068 Fritz Creek Homer, Alaska 99603

Josie S. Bills Box 15068 Fritz Creek Homer Alaska 99603

Terri Bramel HCR 38750 Clark Road Homer, Alaska 99603

Karen C. Bury Box 15115 Fritz Creek Homer, Alaska 99603

Paul A. Carlson Box 15001 FCB Homer, Alaska 99603

Citizens for Responsible Land Use P.O. Box 15227 Fritz Creek, Alaska
99603 Attn: Robert Archibald, Brad Gamble and Roberta Highland

City of Hcmer 3670 Lake Street Homer, Alaska 99603-7647
Attn: Phil Shealy, City Manager

City of Kachemak P.0O. Box 958 Kachemak via Homer, Alaska 99603
Attn: Victoria L. Pugil, Mayor

Barbara J. Gamble P.O. Box 15128 Homer, Alaska 99603

Roberta Highland/Robert Archibald Box 15312 FCB Homer, Alaska 99603
Mitch J. Kliemann P.O. Box 15074 FCB Homer, Alaska 99603

To* Latimer Box 2110 Homer, Alaska 99603

Mary A. Light Box 369 Glennallen, Alaska 99588

John McKee 1547 Airport Heights Rd. Anchorage, Alaska 99508

Charles E. and JoAnna F. Manwiller 6611 Sherwood Circle Anchorage, Alaska

99504 and %Hal P. Gazaway, Attorney at Law 550 W. Seventh, Suite 1210
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Lulu W Middleton 54190 East Road Homer, Alaska 99603

Tim Humana HCR 54865 East Road Homer, Alaska 99603

Lorraine O'Keefe SRA Box 549 Homer, Alaska 99603



R. Olaoo SRA Box 589 Homer, Alaska 99603

Janice D. Perry P.O. Box 15097 Fritz Creek Branch Via Homer, Alaska
99603

David P. Rhode Box 15217 F.C. Homer, Alaska 99603
Mr. Ed SchuMann P.O. Box 15176 Homer, Alaska 99603

Seldorrla Native Association Inc. P.O. Drawer L Seldovia, Alaska
99663 Attn: Fred H. Elvsaas, President

Pam Shafford Box 15031 FCB Homer, Alaska 99603
Helen Soares 7210 Sherwood Avenue Anchorage, Alaska 99504

University of Alaska 3354 College Road Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Attn: Scott Taylor, Acting Director, Statewide Office of Land Management

Sally and Daniel Vagner 5705 Sterling Way Anchorage, Alaska 99504

Susan Vagner 240 Melody Place Anchorage, Alaska 99504



Alaska iE>tatt Hegisilature

ARLISS STURGULEWSKI , Chairman POUCH Vv
BETTYE FAHRENKAMP, Vice Chairman JUNEAU. ALASKA. 99811
JACKCOGHILL (907) 465*4907
DICK ELIASON

VIC FISCHER

RICK HALFORD

FREDZHAROFF

Senate

Committee on & edourcet

Vi
- May 22, 1985
) k
Dan and Viola Jerrel
Box 938
~§ Homer, AK 99603

Dear Dan and Viola:

As?you know by now, the legislature passed HB 280 creating the Anchor River
and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area. Although all your concerns were not
addressed, there was substantial support for the bill from local citizens.
| have talked with the Department of Fish and Game and the Department of
Natural Resources and they both assure me that existing valid leases wij.l
be protected.

You will also have additional opportunities to comment on the Anchor River
Critical Habitat Area. The bill as passed calls for the Department of Fish
and Game to complete a management plan for the area by July 1, 1989. This
';i;-: plan must be developed in conjunction with the Department of Natural
he- m Resources and with the concurrence of the Kenai Peninsula Borough. Prior
to adoption, the management plan must be submitted to the legislature for
approval. There will be public hearings during this process.

m
| have enclosed a copy of the bill for your information.
I_fhank you for your interest in this leg-ilation.
Sincerel ours,
| yy !

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski
Chairman, Senate Resources Committee

Enclosure
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T0: SENATE RESOURCES

SENATORS STURGULEWSKI, FAHRENKAMP, ELIASON, SACKETT, BENNET,
RAY

FROM: VI JERREL
BOX 938
HOMER, AK™* 99603 PH. 349-9695 ANC.

RE: HB 280 -ANCHOR RIVER/ FRITZ CREEK

DO NOT PASS HB 230 WHICH WOULD CREATE CRITICAL HABITAT HOMER.
HUSBAND /I ASKED REGARDING LEASES WE'VE DEVELOPED.DELETE LEASED
AREA  FROM  HABITAT DESIGNATIONFISH/GAME NOT QUALIFIED 70
REGULATE/MANAGE AGRICULTURE * CRITICAL HABITAT RESTRICTS. NEED
MULTI USE DESIGNATION MOOSE/RANGE* WE ASK BILL GO TO JUDICIARY -
LOOK IF RIGHTS DEPRIVED, POSSIBLY PREVENTING LAWSUIT TO HAVE BILL
OVERTURNED.
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Olagfea 1?tate legislature

ARLISS STURGULEWSK 1 , Chairman POUCH V
BETTYE FAHRENKAMP, Vice Chairman JUNEAU, ALASKA. 99811
JAC  MOGHILL * (907) 465-4907
Dir i IASON
v
r LrORD

AROFF

Senate

Committee on &effourcetf

June 12, 1985

Gordon Jones
Box 2233
Homer, AK 99603

Dear Gordon:

| am happy to report to you that HB 280 creating the Anchor River and Fritz
Creek Critical Habitat Arc.a has passed both houses, of the legislature and
has b ;n signed by the Governor. The sunset amendment was removed. As
chairman of the Senate Resources Committee, | held public hearings on April
29 and May 3, 1985 and was very impressed with the quality of testimony in
favor of this bill and voted for its passage. | again supported HB 280
when it came up for debate on the floor of the Senate.

This 19,000 acre area will be managed as a critical habitat area but will
allow for protection of existing valid rights and interests. Community
water rights are protected and the bill provides for the possible
construction of a dam and reservoir as determined by future community

needs.

You will have the opportunity to remain involved in this matter as the
legislation calls for a management plan to be completed by July 1, 1989 by
the Department of Fish and Game in consultation with the Department of
Natural Resources and the concurrence of the Kenai Peninsula Borough. The
management plan must then be submitted to the legislature for approval.

| want to thank you for your support of this legislation. Citizen
involvement is essential to the political process and youreActive interest
was critical to the passage of this bill.

Please continue to keep me informed of future issues of concern.

Sincerely yours,

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski
Chairman, Senate Resources Committee
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T0: ALL SENATORS

FROM: GORDON JONES, BOX 2233, HOMER, AK. 99603 235-8863
SUBJECT: HB 280

| STRONGLY DISAPPROVE OF ANY SUNSET AMENDMENTS IN THE FRITZ CREEK
CRITICAL HABITAT BILL (KB 280). THIS AREA NEEDS PERMANENT

PROTECTION ., PLEASE FOLLOW THE HOUSE'S DIRECTION AND PASS HB 280
WITHOUT AMENDMENTS.



ARLISS STURGULEWSKI , Chairman
mjty .BETTYE FAHRENKAMP , Vico Chairman
JACK COGHILL
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POUCH V

Alaska IbtatE Hegtslature

/ 'y - o -
IpjfcE£IX><5sli3S& (907) 465-4907

® FREDZHAROFF

A}

Senate

Committee on &efourcet

May 22, 1985

- v . A
EdgdrBhiley ! "V
Kachemak Bay Conservation Society

Box 846

Homer, AK 99603

Dear Edgar:

| am happy to report to you that HB 280 creating the Anchor River and Fritz
Creek Critical Habitat Area has passed both houses of the legislature and
is now awaiting the governor's signature. As chairman of the Senate
Resources Committee, | held public hearings on April 29 and May 3, 1985 and
was very impressed with the quality of testimony in favor of this bill and
voted for its passage. | again supported HB 280 when it came up for debate
on the floor of the Senate.

| Y
This 19,000 acre area will be managed as a critical habitat area but will
allow for protection of existing valid rights and interests. Community
water rights are protected and the bill provides for the possible
construction of a dam and reservoir as determined by future community

needs.

You will have the opportunity to remain involved in this matter as the
legislation calls for a management plan to be completed by July 1, 1989 by
the Department of Fish and Game in consultation with the Department of
Natural Resources and the concurrence of the Kenai Peninsula Borough. The
management plan must then be submitted to the legislature for approval.
. - V-

J
| want to thank you for your support of this legislation. -Citizen
involvement is essential to the political process and your active interest
was critical to the passage of this bill. .. _ .,

. M- - * T im

Please continue to keep me informed of future issues of concern.

Sincerely yours,

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski
Chairman, Senate Resources Committee



FROM
MIKE O'MEARA

BOX 1125

HOMER,AK 99603

235-7767

SUBJECT : HB 280...ANCHOR RVR/MOOSE Cl< CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

C 5UPPORT PASSAGE OF HB 280 AS WRITEN IN THE HOUSE. |
0SE MEASURES SUCH AS THE SUNSET CLOSURE DESIGNED TO WEAKEN IT.
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FROM: BETSY PITZMAN, BOX 1188, HOMER, AK* 99603 235-7462
SUBJECT: HB 280

[ WOULD LIKE T0 VOICE MY STRONG SUPPORT FOR HB 280 ON THE
CRITICAL HABITAT FOR THE KENAI PENINSULA* | WOULD ALSO LIKE 70

INDICATL MY OPPOSITION OF THE SUNSET CLAUSE WHICH IS IN THAT BILL
NOW*

EOMAHH K B « X XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XX
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TO: SEN* FAIRS, SACKETT, KERTTULA, ELIASON, FERGUSON, PAUL
FISCHER, HALFORD, STURGULEWSI, FAHRENKAMP, COGHILL, ELIASON,
VIC FISCHER AND ZHAROFF

FROM: DEREK STONOROV, SRA BOX 44B, HOMER, AK. 99603 235-8273
SUBJECT: HB 280

URGE YOU TO SUPPORT HB 280 AS WRITTEN. | AM OPPOSED TO  ANY
SUNSET CLAUSE AS THIS I'S THE ANTITHESIS OF SOUND LAND PLANNING
AND MANAGEMENT.

EOMXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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T0: SEN. FAIKS AND STURGULEWSKIS

FROM: PATTI CAREY, HCR 54355 WILDERNESS LN. , HOMER, AK. 99603
235-6902

SUBJECT: HB 280

PLEASE SUPPORT HB 280 ON THE CRITICAL MOOSE HABITAT. | OPPOSE
THE INCLUSION OF THE SUNSET CLAUSE. THANK YOU.

EOMX-XXXXXXPXXXXXXXXXXX
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TO: HOUSE FINANCE QMMITTE

REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS,RINGSTAD, DUNCAN, LARSON, SZYMANSKI,
GOTTEN, FRANK, BINKLEY, POURCHOT, RIEGER, UEHLING

SENATORS STURGULEWSKI, FAIKS
REPRESENTATIVES PETTY..10HN
FROM. PERRY KNEEDLER
11923 RAIN-BOW
ANCHORAGE, AK,. 99516PHONE: 345-3767 HM
RE: HB 28~NCHGR RIVER/ FRITZ CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

PLEASE APPROVE HB280. WE NEED MOOSE WINTERING GROUND,.



The Hen. Arliss Sturgulewski
Chairperson,

Senate Resources Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska, 99811

Madam:
We v-juld appreciate yeur support when House Bill 280 clears the House.

At this time, we have ne guarantee that our local Senator will introduce it

The majority of people in this area do support it. We can only hope, that
Fischer will reconsider before House Bill 280 clears the House.

Thanking you in advance for your support,

Paul A. & Barbara J. Garlsen

Box 15001

Frits Creek Branch
Homer, Alaska, 99603
235-6489
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Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc

204 N. Franklin Street, Suite 3 |uneau, Alaska 99801 907-586-2345

farch 25, 1985

Representative Mike Navarre
Pouch Y
Juneau, Alaska 99311

Dear Representative Navarre:

Congratulations on your recant introduction of HB 280, "AnAct creating the Anchor River and
Fritz Creek Critical HabitatArea." This proposed legislative designation would maintain critical
moose wintering grounds, protect important riparian and fur bearing hebitat, protect popular
recreational opportunities on the Kenai, and ensure a future water supply for lower peninsula
residents.

Protection of relatively undisturbed stream and river bottoms in the loner Kenai isessential to
the perpetuation of the area®s moose population. Though wide ranging in the summer and fall
months, theestimated 2500 moose of the area rely upon only five or six drainages during the
winter for the food, cover and diminshed snowfall necessary for survival. These streams and
rivers, however, are changing quickly ss the human population of the Kenai increases. The
moose must contend with loss of hebitat and assxiated human uses of the area such as grazing.
Without being alarmist, it is safe to say that protection of some of these overwintering areas is
necessary for the survival of moose populations in the lower Kenai.

Of course, moose are not the onlly users of the area. The riparian hebitat that support the moose
also support a variety of other important species including dolly verden, steelhead, cohos and
king salmon. Bald eaglles, black and brown bear, and fur bearing animals like mink, coyote, wolf,
river otter and beaver utilize the area asvell.

Alaskans would stand to benefit from the proposed designation also. Recreational uses of the area
would be encouraged under critical habitat management.Skiing, hiking, hunting, fishing,
trapping, wildlife viewing and photography would all be proper uses of the area, subject
ADF&G"s protection of the wildlife hebitat. (Salmon sportfishing, for instance, isalread/
prohibited in the area). The area iscurrently widely used for these activities and these uses
would be enhanced under critical hebitat designation.

Finally, parts of the proposed critical hebitat area are being considered for a cattle grazing and
Teadlot gperation. This would threaten both moose habitat and a watershed identified 8s important
by the cities of Homer and Katchemak. Creating the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical
Habitat Area makes good sense:  itmeans that future generations of Alaskans on the Kenai will be
able to enjoy a healthy moose popullation; and the cities of Homer and Katchemak will be ensured
a future source of drinking \Bter. The Alaska Environmental Lobby-on behalfof 19
conservation groups statewide—-1is pleased toendorse HB 280.

ac: Rep. Peter Goll

ALASKA CENTFR FOR THE ENVIRONMENT ~» ALASKA CHAPTER. SIERRACLUB 0"  JUNF/AUG3DtNtEIERRACLUB < SITKA fuJawP*STFRRACuUmM
KNIKGROUP SIERRA CLUB e DENALI GROUP SIERRACLUB *  ANCHORAGE AUDUBON Suulkl T »  AnU ILAUOUBON SOCIETY
DENALI CITIZENS"™COUNCIL =  ALASKA FRIENOS OF THE EARTH = JUNEAU AUDUBON SOCIETY = KACHEMAK BAY CONSERVATION SOCIETY
KENAI PENINSULA AUDUBON SOCIETY « KODIAK AUOUBON SOCIETY = LYNN CANAL CONSERVATION < ALASKA WILDERNESS GUIDES ASSOCIATION
SITKA CONSERVATION SOCIETY . NORTHERN ALASKA ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER . SOUTHEAST ALASKA CONSERVATION COUNCIL



Homer Soil Conservation Sub-District
P.0. Box 415 < Homer, Alaska 99603 - Telephone: 235-8177

March 26, 1985

Dave Vanderbrink

Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat
Task Force

P.O. Box 1236

Homer, Alaska 99603

RE: Critical Habitat - Anchor River & Fritz Creek Drainage

Dear Dave,

| am writing on behalf of the Board of Supervisors of the Homer
Soil & Water Conservation District. As you well know, we have

followed your committee's activities with regard to the formula-
tion of the critical moose habitat legislation.

We wish to express our support and encouragement for the ultimate
passage of this legislation. On 13 March 1985, we were given
ample assurances by you and your committee that the critical
habitat designation would allow continued management as a multiple
resource, thus allowing open grazing of livestock and associated
activities that would not conflict with or deplete the habitat.
This assurance eliminated our primary concern.

We therefore wish to, once again, express our support for the

critical habitat designation by legislation and hope that your
activities will bring a successful conclusion to your efforts.

CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT -SELF-GOVERNMENT



A RESOLUTION ENDORSING HOUSE BILL 280 ™"™AN ACT
CREATING THE ANCHOR RIVER AND FRITZ CREEK
CRITICAL HABITAT AREA™.

WHEREAS, the City of Homer has an 1interest in preserving
the Fritz Creek Watershed for future use as a water supply for
residents of the Southern Kenai Peninsula?7 and

WHEREAS, the City has an interest 1in p -eserving areas for
wildlife habitat; and

WHEREAS, the City has an interest 1in protecting and
preserving certain lands for public access and public
recreation purposes?

NOW THEREFORE, the City endorses House Bill 280 "An Act

creating the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat
Area";

DATED, at Homer, Alaska this day of March.. 1985.

CITY OF HOMER

Kathleen Herold, City Clerk



Land Acqu. and
Introduced bylegislative
Affairs Committees

Date: April 2, 1985
Vote: 14 Yes, 1 No
Adopted

RESOLUTION 85-50

SUPPORTING THE ENACTMENT OF HOUSE BILL 280 CREATING THE ANCHOR
RIVER AND FRITZ CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA.

WHEPVEAS, the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force was
formed by a group of citizens; and

WHEREAS, after study, this task force has recommended the
creation of a critical habitat area 1in the Anchor River/Fritz
Creek drainage area; and

WHEREAS, Representatives Navarre and Goll have introduced HB
280 in the legislature proposing the creation of the Anchor PJLver
and Fritz Creek critical habitat area; and

WHEPJEAS, the assembly supports ~creation of the Anchor
River/Fritz Creek critical habitat area;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI
PENINSULA BOROUGH:

Section 1. That the assembly supports the passage of HB 280
which provides for creation of the Anchor River and Fritz Creek

Critical Habitat Area.

Section 2. That the clerk is directed to forward copies of
this resolution to Governor William Sheffield, to the House
Resources Committee, the House Finance Committee, Senate Presi—
dent, Don Bennett, Speaker of the House, Ben Grussendorf, Sena-—
tors Paul Fisher, Jalmar Kerttula, Edna DeVries and John Sackett,
and to Pvepresentatives Mike Navarre, Andre Marrou, Bette Cato,
Mike Szymanski, Kay Wallis and Peter Goll.

ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH ON
THIS 2nd DAY OF April , 1985.



March 1, 1785

Dave Vanderbrink
ROB 1238
Homer, Alaska 79603

Dear Mr. Vanderbrink:

This is to inform you that the Kachemak Bay
Conservation Society Board of Directors voted

unanimously to support Kenai Peninsula
Critical Habitat Task force's proposed
"Anchor River/Frits Creek Habitat Area.” \We
have conveyed our support to Governor

Sheffield and will do what we can to see that
this vital watershed remain?viable for moose
and other wildlife.

Sincerely,



Co-Chairmen:
Roberta Highland
235-8214 (home)
235-5223 (work)

Mirh.-iel Sheppard
235-7486 (home)
235-5397 (work)

To: Mr. Dave Vanderbrink, Chairman
From: Ed Schumann

Subject: Anchor River- Fritz Creek Critical Moose Habitat Area

Dear Dave;

Citizens for Responsible Land Use respectfully submit
our endorsment of the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task
Force proposal to create the 19,070 acre Anchor River- Fritz
Creelc Critical Moose Habitat Area.

We offer our continual support on this matter. We have
to date; held public meetings, attended meetings, initiated
letter writing uampains to our legislators, circulated petitions
and written appeals to the Department of Natural Resources.
What can be done, Will be done.

Sincerelj/,

Ed Schumann
commitee member
itizens :or Responsible Land Use



February 27, 1975

To Whom it May Concern:

In a meeting on 2/19/&5 the Homer Fish and Game Advisory
Committee unanimously voted t”~ support the establishment of
the Anchor River/Fritz Creek uritical Habitat Area as proposed
by the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force.

Daniel R. Calhoun
Chairman Homer Fish and Game Advisory Committee

Box 566
Homer, Alaska 99603.



Alaska Center for the Environment
1069 W. 6th Avenue
Anchorage. Alaska 99501 274-3621

Position Statement
o-f the Alaska Center for the Environment
In Support of the Proposed
Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area

The lands proposed -for designation on the Anchor River/Fritz
Creek Critical Habitat Area, which are among the last state-owned
lands in the region, are critical to the -future of a healthy moose
population on the southern Kenai Peninsula. The proposal would also
protect the habitats of other wildlife such as brown and black bear
and bald eagles, and ofking andsilver salmon, steelhead/rainbow
trout, and dolly wvardenchar.

The Anchor River Valley and Fritz Creek drainages suppport a
wide variety of recreational uses including hunting, fishing,
trapping, hiking and skiing. The critical habitat area proposal would
encourage all recreational activities thatdo not jeopardize fish and
wildlife habitat or populations. According to the Department of Fish
and Game, 92,018 hunterdays, with a total harvest worth $5.5
million/dollars, were generated on the Kenai Peninsula between 1978
and 1983.

Moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula are restricted during the
winter to less than 10K of the area they inhabit during the summer
and fall periods. Furthermore, little moose overwintering occurs in
the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge south of Trustumena Lake. On the
oher hand, as many as 300 to 500 moose generally winter in the Anchor

River valley and Fritz Creek drainages



RESOLUTION NO. 85-4

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CRITICAL MOOSE WINTER HABITAT

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Kachemak recognizes the
need to protect and maintain critical moose winter habitat along the
upper Anchor River and Fritz Creek Drainages; and,

WHEREAS, the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force, working with
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game proposes such; and,

WHEREAS, the area 1in question 1is approximately 19,000 acres, as pro-—
posed by this Task Force; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Kachemak recognizes that a watershed and critical
habitat area are compatible; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Kachemak is appealling the Department of Natural
Resources conveyance of 3,183.4 acres in the Fritz Creek drainage to
the Kenai Peninsula Borough; and,

WHEREAS, the 3,183.4 acres 1in question 1is included in the proposal
of the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force for the critical
moose winter habitat;

NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED: that the Common Council of..the City
of Kachemak supports the Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force,
Dave Vanderbrink, Chairman, in its efforts to provide, protect and
maintain critical winter moose habitat along the upper Anchor River
and Fritz Creek Drainages AS LONG AS THE WATERSHED INTERESTS OF THE
CITY OF KACHEMAK ARE NOT AFFECTED IN ANY NEGATIVE MANNER.

ATTEST:



REP: “MIKE NAVARRE

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

THE ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

John H. McEay
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RESOLUTION 85-2

A RESOLUTION OF NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES ASSOCIATION
SUPPORTING THE PROPOSED
ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK
CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

WHEREAS: the Anchor River and Fritz Creek both support runs of
anadromous fish, and;

WHEREAS: lower Cook Inlet"s fisheries play a significant role In
State economy by revenues created both through the commercial harvest of
fish and the taking of fish by sport fishermen, and;

WHEREAS : there exist conflicting demands of the watershed areas
of Fritz Creek and the Anchor River, and:

WHEREAS: watershed alteration can lead to significant changes in

riverine habitat, and;

WHEREAS : the life cycles of anadromous fish depend on natural and
unaltered conditions, and;

WHEREAS: it is sound public policy to protect the natural runs of
anadromous fish;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES
ASSOCIATION, INC., SUPPORT5 THE CREATION OF THE ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ
CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA.

DATFD AT HDMFR Al ASKA this 14th riav nf Marrh 1QRS






The following political organizations and private organizations have
taken a stand in favor of HB 280, an act creating the Anchor River and

1
Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Areai-

Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly

City of Homer Council -
Kachemak City

Homer Fish and Game Advisory Committee
South Central Regional Game Council
Kenai National Wildlife Refuge

Alaska Water Resources Board®

North Pacific Fisheries Association
Alaska Sportsfishing Association

Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association
Kackemak Bay Conservation Society
Alaska Center for the Environment
Alaska Environmental Lobby

Sierra Club, Alaska Chapter

Wildlife Federation of Alaska

Alaska Outdoor Council

National Rifle Association of America
International Moose Federation

Homer Soil Conservation District

Citizens for Responsible Land Use

joltLs/ca.

ALASKA DEPT. OF
FISH & GAME

APR 16 1985

REGION IV
u“ TV 'VISION



Coronrissionar Esther Wuonicke
Commissioner of Natural Resources
5th Floor 400 Willoughby Center
Pouch K

Juneau, Alaska 99311

Dear Commissioner Wunxdclca:
This la URGENT, please.

Regarding HB280, a bill now in the Alaska State Legislature,
which would create a Critical Habitat Area in the Homer area, we ask
for your assistance In deleting leased areas from Habitat designation.
We ask that HB280 add® and read: DELETE LEASED AREA FROM HABITAT DESIGNATION.
We learned late about the bill, and ve learned late that our grazing lease
area that we have developed for years, 1is within the proposed Habitat
designation, and we have not been heard, or had any decent bearings on SB280.

We want leased area delated from Habitat designation. In my opinion,
Fish and Game is not a friend to agriculture. We would be extremely
adversely affected by having leased area in Habitat designation, and under
Fish and Game.

We respectfully and urgently ask that you please act immediately to see
that HB280 is changed to: DELETE LEASED AREA FROM HABITAT DESIGNATION.

If HS280 wHI not add and read: Delete leased area® from Habitat, ve
ask that entire bill be _stopped immediately as we have not had any decent
hearings on HB280. We ask to be heard if leased area will not be deleted now
and we ask that entire bill be stopped so that we have protection instead
of the steamroller jab of HB230.

The matter is URGENT. Thank you.

(Note: Phone to be reached
in Anchorage currently 349-9695.-)

DS ARTWEFT OF
NATURAL RESOURCE

AHCHOTASe



STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FWCAL NOTE .

"eRevision Date: . .
REQUEST / ~ FISCAL DETAIL,
Bi 11/Re"solution No.: HB 280 ( p /tOjAgency Affected: Natural Resources
Title: Anchor River Critical Program Category Affected: nrnec
Habitat

Sponsor: Navarre and Goii

Date of Request!”

BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:
Requestor: Land and Water_Management

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)
TTS? 7Y 6577 FY 88

OPERATING \
100 HLHSUNAL SERVICES \

200 TRAVEL
100 CONTRACTUAL

i@ SUPPLIES

500 EQUIPMENT

600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 CRANTS, CLAIMS
800 MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0-
capiTAl -0- -0- -0-
i REVENUE i -0- -0- -0-

FUNDING:.  (Thousands of Dollars)

"LNLRAL ruiNy _0- _0- _0-
-EDERAL FUNDS

YTHR

TOTAL -0- -0- -0-

W*PTTme
ART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary

Prepared By: Mmike vediner Phone

Division: Land and Water Management Date:
< e - . W

&pproved by “Commtssioner: Robert d . Arnold Date:

Agency: Department of Natural Resources

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note)
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies)

FY 89 FY 90

-0- -0-
-0- -0-
-0- -0-
-0- -0-
-0- -0-

465-2400

March 88 1985

March 28, 1985

111/84



A PROPOSAL

THE ANCHOR RIVSR/FRITZ CREEK CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

Submitted by:

Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force

Dave Vanderbrink, Chairman 235-3784
P.0. Box 1236
Homer, Alaska 99603

Lynn Whitmore 235-7220
Bob Moss 235-8788
John H. MclLay 235-8816
Allen S. Davis 235-8626
Derek Stonorov 235-8273

December 17, 1984
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AREA NAME

Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area

PURPOSE

The primary purpose of the proposed special area is to protect and
maintain critical moose winter habitat along the upper Anchor River
and Fritz Creek drainages. A secondary purpose is to protect the
habitats of salmonid fishes and other wildlife which occur along
these drainages. These lands would "e managed by the Alaska Depart—

ment of Fish and Game (ADF&G).

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

T4S, R13W, Seward Meridian

Sections: .25, 35 and 36.

T5S, R14W, Seward Meridian

Sections: 13, NEJ20, 21, 22, 23, 24, N*26, Nj27 and Ni28.

T5S, R13W, Seward Meridian

Sections: 2,3, E$4, S$8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,
Wj21 and 24.

T5S, R12W, Seward Meridian

Sections: 17, .18, 19 and 20

AREA DESCRIPTION

The proposed special area is located approximately 6 miles due north
of the City of Homer on the lower Kenai Peninsula, Alaska (see Appendix
A). It is approximately 19,000 acres in size, and includes most of the
upper Anchor River valley and the adjacent sloping uplands, the area

known as "Beaver Flats'", and the headwaters of Fritz Creek. The main



valley consists of a relatively narrow valley floor with a meandering
stream, moderately steep hillsides which flank either side of the

valley floor, and numerous small tributaries. Vegetation along the
Anchor River is comprised of a mosaic of willow thickets, grass/forb
meadows, scattered Sitka spruce, and clumps of cottonwood; mature

Sitka spruce forests and stands of alder on the adjacent hillsides;

dense willow thickets along small tributaries; and spruce forests and
open meadows on gently sloping ground above 1,000 feet elevation. The
extensive muskeg along Beaver Creek supports low heath shrubs and
willows. The terrain in the headwaters of Fritz Creek is gently sloping;
and the vegetation consists of an open spruce forest with a dense under—
story of willows in the bottomlands, and mixed spruce forests and open

meadows at higher elevations.

WILDLIFE RESOURCE VALUES

The Anchor River valley and Fritz Creek drainages function as moose
winter habitat. Aerial survey information collected by the ADF&G
indicates between 300 and 500 moose concentrate in this area during
average winters. A density of 23 moose per square mile were documentatecl
on Beaver Flats in 1983. The riparian habitats along these drainage
systems provide moose with a concentrated food supply in the form of
willow browse, adjacent resting and hiding cover in the fcrm of spruce
forests, and an environment where snow accumulations are normally

small enough to not impede winter feeding activities. The existence

of areas which provide these elements is absolutely essential to

winter survival of moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula.

The Anchor River is spawning and rearing habitat for king salmon, coho
salmon, steelhead/rainbow trout, and dolly varden char. These habitats
are also essential with respect to the life cycle and perpetuation of

these species.



Riparian habitats such as those found in the proposed special area are
important to a variety of"other wildlife. Spawning salmon along the
Anchor River are important food sources for brown bear, black bear

and bald eagles. Stands of mature cottonwoods at the western end of
the proposed area have been used by bald eagles for nesting. The
valley serves as a travel corridor for most species of big game,

furbearers and small forms of wildlife.

RECREATIONAL USES

The Anchor River valley and Fritz Creek drainages are popular recreation
areas. In recent years uses have included hunting, trapping, fishing,
wildlife viewing and photography, general hiking, snowmachining, snow-
shoeing, and nordic skiing. ADF&G records show that in the 1983 moose
season 25% of the bull harvest (n=61) was taken in the Anchor River
drainage. Beaver, river otter, mink, coyote, and wolf are the fur—
bearers most commonly taken in this area. Sport fishing for salmon

is prohibited in the proposed special area, but trout and char fishing
are allowed from July through December. Snowmachining, snowshoeing,

and nordic skiing occur throughout the area during most winters. All

of the above recreational activities would be encouraged in the proposed
special area as .long as they did not pose a serious threat to wildlife

of habitat resources.

JUSTIFICATION

Moose are the dominant big game animal on the Kenai Peninsula. They
occupy a vital position in the food chain of the boreal forest, and
represent an important renewable resource. Moose are browsers which
assimilate energy and nutrients from the plant material they eat. In
turn, large predators such as the wolf and the brown bear and a host
of smaller scavengers are dependent upon moose as a source of food.
Moose are directly important to man through the viewing and hunting

opportunities they provide and the revenue these activities funnel



into local economies. ADFfiG records show that the moose resource

on the Kenai Peninsula has generated x total of 92,018 hunter days

of recreation and a total harvest of 3,162 moose worth an estimated
5.5 million dollars between 1978 and 1983. In a less tangible sense,
most Alaskans feel that the mere presence of wildlife, of which the
moose is symbolic, contributes highly to their quality of life. They
want future generations of Alaskans to be able to enjoy the tradition

of a rich wildlife heritage.

It is estimated that there are currently between 2,500 and 3,000

moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula (Game Management Subunit 15C).
These moose range throughout most of the 760,000 acres of lowlands

in Subunit 15C in summer and early fall, but are restricted to stream
and river bottoms and south-facing benchlands below 800 feet elevation
during winter. ADF&G tagging studies and aerial surveillance of moose
show that the Homer Benchland, lower Fox River valley, lower Anchor
River valley, lower Deep Creek/Ninilchik River valleys, Fritz Creek
and the Coho Beach area are historic winter habitats. These areas
provide the.concentrated food, cover, and relatively small snow
accumulation necessary for successful overwintering of moose. It is
significant to note that the sum of these winter habitats comprise
less than 10% of the surface area of all the utilized summer and early
fall habitat in Subunit 15C. Virtually no overwintering of moose occurs

in the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge south of Tustumena Lake.

Moose winter habitats on the lower Kenai Peninsula are mostly privately
owned and have been seriously diminished in the quality and extent by
human development in the last three decades. For instance, an estimated
4,500 people now compete with moose for space on the Homer Benchland,

and considerable habitat alteration and loss have occurred. Consequently,
this historically important winter habitat can now support only a fraction
of the moose it once did. Substantial amounts of residential and com—
mercial development have also occurred on the Coho Beach, lower Ninilchik,

lower Deep Creek, lower Anchor River and Homer Benchland winter habitats.



The lower Fox River winter habitat has been intensively grazed by horses
and cattle since the 1940"s, and supports a growing human population
of approximately 200 people- It is reasonable to assume that these
developments have lowered the winter carrying capacity of that area
for moose. Water development and intensive cattle grazing are potential
threats v/hich have recently been proposed for the Fritz Creek winter

habitat.

These trends are expected to worsen as the human population on the Kenai
Peninsula continues to grow. Lands along the upper Anchor River valley
and headwaters of Fritz Creek are in State ownership, and present the
best opportunity to protect and maintain moose winter range on the lower
Kenai Peninsula. Legislative designation as a State critical habitat
area would keep these lands in public trust, and ensure the future of

their wildlife resource and habitat values.



APPENDIX A
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6611 Sherwood Circle
Anchorage, Alaska 9950"
April 6, 1985

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski
Alaska State Lefislature
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Sturgulewski:

Thank you for the opportunity to talk with you over the teleconference
on April 3* You requested that | send you information on HB 280. 1 am
enclosing the following information:

1. Amap showing the proposed Critical Habitat Area.

2. A topographical map of the same area, showing the streams and wetlands.
The Corps of Engineers has designated the Fritz Creek area as wetlands.

3. The correspondance from the Corps of Engineers concerning the
designation of wetland. (This is the arei that the Koreans were
interested in.)

k. The proposal for the Critical Habitat by the Kenai Peninsula
Critical Habitat Force.

5. Fliers put out by the Task Force, including a history of this
area. It shows that the desire for a habitatis not a new idea.

6. Amap fromtthe Dept, of Fish and Game showing where the moose in
the southern Kenai Peninsula go in the fall and where they
concentrate in the winter. Fish and Game put three different
colored collars on the moose, depending on where they were in the
falls. All three colors showed up in Fritz Creek, as observed by

-" F & Game and the local residents. The depth of snow and the
abundance of browse make the Fritz Creek Valleys and the Anchor
River the best wintering area in the Southern Kenai Peninsula.

The moose also calvein this area. |If this area is developed, Fish
and Game sa.ys that the moose herd will be weakened, and eventually
lost. (The coloring on the map is my own to make it easier to see.)

?. A paper telling of the prupose of the group called the "Citizens
for Responsible Land Use." It also gives the names of fcbhme of
the people involved. This group also has petitions with about 1000
names of people who support this legislation.

8. A list of political and private organizations which are supporting
HE 280. These include hunting and fishing groups, as well as
concervation groups. Anchor River is an important fishing stream.
Moose are important to the Kenai both for hunting and tourism.

9. Copies of related news articles.

10. A folder put out by the Department of Fish and Game telling about
Critical Habitats. They are multiple use areas. They allow hunting



and fishing, snowmachining and skiing. There can be timber leases,
grazing leases, and oil and gas leases. Anything is possible which
will not destroy the habitat for moose and fish.

As you can see from the folder, both Clam Gulch beach and the
entire Kachemak Bay are Critical Habitats. These enjoy tremendous
public use.

One concern people have had about the Fritz Creek area is that the
state of Alaska had desired to convey the 3700 acres in Fritz Creek Valley
to the University of Alaska. The University of Alaska would in turn lease the
land to Han-A Samick Corporation which would have had a feed lot operation
for 5,000 to 10,000 head of cattle. They would have flown the calves in
from Montana, purchased the Delta barley and trucked it to Homer. When the
cows were Ffull grown, they would have flown 60 cows at a time on jets out
of the Homer airport to Korea. In the Final Finding, the state decided to
convey the land to the Kenai Peninsula Borough, rather than the University
of Alaska. The Kenai Borough Assemble on Tuesday, April 4, 1985 passed a
resolution to support HB 280 for the creation of the Critical Habitat.

There is a new solution for the need for a market for the Delta
Barley. A corporation called "Delta J K Farms" is moving ahead to put
a feed lot in the Delta area. They plan on having 5»000 to 10,000 head
of cattle. This will provide the needed market for the barley. The
address for the corporation iss

Ray Hendershot

Delta J K Farms

130 Cordova Street
Suite 310

Anchorage, /".aska 99501

I appreciate your interest in this proposed habitat. |If I can provide
any more information, please let me know.

We trust you will support HB 280.

Sincerely yours,

Joanna Manwiller
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Cor sofEnmneas
laska District

ARTHUR J. LaPERRIERE
Environmental Specialist

Compllance Section mAN 2 8 1282

P.0, Box 898 _
Anchorage AK 99506-0898 (907) 753-2720

his. An Peischel
Hosier Research Center
SRA 34D

Homer, Alaska 99603
Reference: Jurisdictional Determination

P.1tchirif);;i?roject
Fritz Creek
Homer, Alaska

Dear Ms. Peischel:

This 1s 1in response to your request for a wetland determination on two sites
In the Fritz Creekarea near Homer, Alaska, Site 11s located in Sections 33
and 34, T.R. T1zM1-, S.M. and Site 2 is locatea in Sections 17.-20, T.5r"S,,
M&JsfcUand Section 13, 24, and 25, T. ES., R.ISCB” S.tf.

A review of aerial photos, <the Homer-fiinilchik soil survey maps,, and the
Seldovia quad sheet (-4) Indicates that both project sites are located in
wetlands. Therefore, authorization from the Department of the Army (OA)
under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be required prior to any
discharge of dredged or fill material, into these wetlands. Discharges
include"material that falls onto the wetlands if the ditches are blasted.
The wetland areas are denoted in red an the inclosed maps (Incl:I).

Inclosed are a DA application form and pamphlet (Incl 2) which contains
instructions for-completion of the application.. Please note that the
plans, should be on 872*Xir paper or mylar suitable for reproduction,
1n a format similar to the examples on paces 13 and 14.

The names and addresses of any adjacent property owners must be furnished
in order that they may be notified of the proposedwork... .. .. .. ... .........

In addition, sinceyour activity 1s located 1n theAlaska coastal zone,
you must provide a certification that your activity will*comply with tho
Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP). In this regard, two copies of a
Certification of Consistency with the ACMP (itticd 3) are |nclosed and both
copies must be.signed and returned to this office. - ;



so, a Department of the Amy permit can he Issued for your work only
after you have obtained a Certificate of Reasonable Assurance or waiver
of certification as required by Section 401(a)(1) of the Clean Viator Act.
T, is certification or waiver thereof 1s issued by the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation (ADEC). For your convenience, wo will forward
a copy of your application to ADEC which they accept as an application for
a Certificate of Reasonable Assurance. There should be no delay 1n
processing your application as the review processes of ADEC and the Corps
of Engineers run concurrently. If you have questions about ADEC"s
certification process, please contact them at 437 E Street, Anchorage,
Alaska, telephone (907) 274-2533.

Also Inclosed 1s the packet of materials find 4) v/hich you lent us
during the Initial process of detemInfintp-the-wetl!andrareas.

For assistance with the permit application or processlno contact Mr Jlm
Wolfe at (907) 552-4942.. V...v .

IT we can be of. further assistance,: please contact Mr. Larry Reeder or
Mrs. Helen VelHnga of our Regulatory Functions Branch, Compliance
Section at (907) 552-3117. -

Sincerely
SIGNED
4 Incl. JAMES E. TARUTH
As stated Chief, Regulatory Functions Branch
CF:
w/lncT ™

Sigmund Restad
Edward Lopsley

CONCUR
Npaco Jfa
-Reeder— °
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AREA NAME

Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area

PURPOSE

The primary purpose of the proposed special area is to protect and
maintain critical moose winter habitat along the upper Anchor River
and Fritz Creek drainages. A secondary purpose is to protect the
habitats of salmonid fishes and other wildlife which occur along
these drainages. These lands would be managed by the Alaska

Department of Fish and Game.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

T4S, RI13W, Seward Meridian
Sections: 25, 35 and 36.

T5S, R14W, Seward Meridian
Sections: 13, NEJ*20, 21, 22, 23, 24, N™26, 11%27, and N428.

755, R13W. Seward Meridia_n
Sections: *2, 3, EV», 578, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15,
Wi;21 and 24.

16, 17, 18, 19, 20,

T5S, RI12W, Seward Meridian
Sections: 17, 18, 19, and 20

AREA DESCRIPTION

The proposed special area is located approximately 6 miles due north
of the City of Homer on the lower Kenai Peninsula, Alaska (see Appendix
A). It is approximately 19,000 acres in size, and includes most of the
upper Anchor River valley and the adjacent sloping uplands, the area
known as "Beaver Flats", and the headwaters of Fritz Creek. The main
valley consists of a relatively narrow valley floor with a meandering
stream, moderately steep hillsides which flank either side of the
valley floor, and numerous small tributaries. Vegetation along the
Anchor River is comprised of a mosaic of willow thickets, grass/forb
meadows, scattered Sitka spruce, and clumps of cottonwoods: mature
Sitka Spruce forests and stands of alder on the adjacent hillsides;
dense thickets along small tributaries; and spruce forests and open
meadows on gently sloping ground above 1,000 feet elevation. The
extensive muskeg along Beaver Creek supports low heath shrubs and

-1-



willows. The terrain in the headwaters of Fritz Creek is gently
sloping; and the vegetation consists of an open spruce forest with
a dense understory of willows in the bottomlands, 'nd mixed spruce

forests and open meadows at higher elevations

WILDLIFE RESOURCE VALUES

The Anchor River valley and Fritz Creek drainages function as moose
winter habitat. Aerial survey information collected by the Ala.ska
Department of Fish and Game indicates between 300 and 500 mo0Se  -rsmeremeemes
concentrate in this area during average winters. Densities of 23
moose per square mile have bheen documented on Beaver Flats. The
riparian habitats along these drainage systems provide moose with

a concentrated food supply in the form of willow browse, adjacent
resting and hiding cover in the form of spruce forests, and an
environment where snow accumulations are normally small enough to
not impede winter feeding activities. The existence of areas which
provide these elements is absolutely essential to winter surviva

of moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula

The Anchor River is spawning and rearing habitat for king salmon, coho
salmon, steelhead/rainbow trout, and dolly varden char. These habitats
are also essential with respect to the life cycle and perpetuation of

these species.

habitats such as those found in the proposed special area are
important to a variety of other wildlife. Spawning salmon along the
Anchor River are important food sources for brown bear, black bear

and bald eagles. Stands .of mature cottonwoods at the western end of
the proposed area have been used by bald eagles for nesting. The
valley serves as a travel corridor for most species of big game
furbearers and small forms of wildlife.

Riparian

RECREATIONAL USES

Tne Anchor River valley and Fritz Creek drainages are popular recreation
areas. In recent years uses have included hunting, trapping, fishing
wildlife viewing and photography, general hiking, snowmachining,
snowshoeing, and nordic skiing. Alaska Department of Fish and Game
records show that in 1983 moose season, 25% of the bull harvests

(n = 61) was taken in the Anchor River drainage. Beaver, river otter,

mink, coyote and wolf arelthe furbearers most commonly taken in this
area. Sports fishing are allowed in August and September. Snowmachining,
the area during most

snowshoeing and nordic skiing occur throughout
winters. All of the above recreational activities would be encouraged

in the proposed special area as long as they did not pose a threat to
wildlife or habitat resource.:.

JUSTIFICATION

big game animal on the Kenai Peninsula. They

Moose are the dominant
forest, and

occupy a vital position in the food chain of the borea



represent an important renewable resource. Moose are browsers which
assimilate energy and nutrients from the plant material they eat. In
turn, large predators such as the wolf and the brown bear and a host
of smaller scavengers are dependent upon moose as a source of food.
Moose are directly important to man through the viewing and hunting
opportunities they provide, and the revenue these activities funnel
into local economies. . Alaska Department of Fish and Game records
show that the moose resource on the Kenai Peninsula has generated

a total of 92,018 hunter days of recreation and a total harvest of
3,162 moose worth an estimated 5.5 millon dollars between 1978 and
1983. In a less tangible sense, most Alaskans feel that the mere
presence of wildlife, of which the moose is symbolic, contributes
highly to their quality of life. They want future generations of
Alaskans to be able to enjoy the tradition of a rich"widlife heritage. ¢
It is estimated that there are currently between 2,500 and 3,000 moose
on the lower Kenai Peninsula (i.e. Game Management Subunit 15C). The»
moose range throughout most of the 760,000 acres of lowlands in Subunit
15C in summer and early fall, but are restricted to stream and river
bottoms and south-facing benchlands below 800 feet elevation during
winter. Tagging studies a..d long-term aerial surveillance of moose

show that the Homer Benchland, lower Fox River valley, lower Anchor
River valley, lower Deep Creek and Ninilchik River valleys, cfritz

Creek and the Coho Beach area are historic winter habitats. These

areas provide the concentrated food and cover resources and relatively
small snow accumulation necessary for successful overwintering of

moose. It is significant to note that the sum of these winter habitats
comprise less than 10% of the surface area of all the utilized summer
and early fall habitat in.Subunit 15C. Virtually no overwintering of/
moose occurs in the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge south of Tustumena >

Lake.

Moose winter habitats on the lower Kenai Peninsula are mostly privately
owned and have been seriously diminished in quality and extent by human
development in the last three decades. For instance, an estimated

4,500 people now compete with mgose for space on the Homer Benchland,
and considerable habitat alteration and loss have occurred. Consequently,
this winter habitat can now support only a fraction of the moose it

once did. Substantial amounts of residential and commercial development
has also occurred on the Coho Beach, lower Ninilchik, lower Deep Creek,
lower Anchor River and Homer Benchland winter habitats. The lower Fox
River winter habitat has been intensively grazed since the 1940"s, and

is believed to have lowered the winter carrying capacity of that area
for moose. Water development and intens.ve cattle grazing are threats
which have recently been proposed for the Fritz Creek winter habitat.

These trends are expected to worsen as the human population on the Kenai
Peninsula continues to grow. Lands"along the upper Anchor River valley
and headwaters of Fritz Creek are in State ownership, and present the -
best opportunity to protect and maintain moose winter range on the lower
Kenai Peninsula. Legislative designation as a State critical habitat
would keep these lands in public trust, and ensure the future of their

wildlife resource and habitat values.



HELELESTABL15H THE-ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK
-CRffICAL HAB1TALAREA .

The future of a healthy moose population on the lower Kenai Peninsula is
being threatened. Moose in this region concentrate during the lean winter
months in the lower segments of major river valleys and south-facing
benchlands. These areas are unique in providing moose with the essentials
for overwinter survival-- an abundant food suppply in the form of willow
browse, resting and hiding cover, and relief from deep snows.
Unfortunately, most moose winter habitat on the lower Kenai Peninsula is
privately owned and has been seriously diminished in quality and extent by
rapidly growing human population during the past two decades.

Important Facts:

1. The winter period Is the bottleneck In the moose"s annual cycle.
Reproductive success and population growth depend on overwinter survival.

2. Moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula are restricted during the winter
period to less than 10% of the area that they occupy insummer and fall.

3. Virtually no moose overwinter on the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge

south of Tustumena Lake.

4 Substantial amounts of residential and commercial development have
already occurred on moose winter habitat at Coho Beach, lower Deep
Creek/Ninilchik River, lower Anchor River, and the Homer Bench.

5. The Anchor River is important spawning and rearing habitat for king
salmon, coho salmon, steelhcad/rainbow trout, and dolly varden.

History:

1978 -- ADF&G moose studies identify the South Fork of the Anchor River
and Fritz Creek as major moose winter habitats.

1982 - ADF&G recommends that 19,000 acres of state-owned land along
the Anchor River and Fritz Creek drainages be legislatively designated as a

State Critical Habitat Area.



April 1984 -- The Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force Is formed to
advance the establishment of the Anchor River/Fritz Creek Critical Habitat

Area.

January 1985 - Proposal and draft legislation are presented to Kenai

Peninsula legislative delegation.

The Proposal:

The proposed legislation would set aside 19,000 acres as a Critical Habitat
Area. The primary purpose is to protect and maintain critical moose winter
habitat. A secondary purpose is to protect the habitats of salmonid fishes
and other wildlife. The lands would be managed by the ADF&G. Traditional
uses such as hunting, fishing, recreation, etc. would be allowed, but

incompatible uses would be restricted.

All of the land proposed for designation is currently state-owned, although
3000 acres on the Fritz Creek end was recently conveyed to the Kenai
Peninsula Borough. The conveyance decision is currently under appeal.
Existing grazing leases would be unaffected by the designation.

How You Can Help:

The future of a healthy moose population on the southern Kenai Peninsula
ultimately depends on the availability of large tracts of undeveloped winter
habitat. These areas cannot be recreated by man- because of their unique
topographic and vegetative attributes-- once they have been destroyed.
Lands along the upper Anchor River and Fritz Creek represent the last
opportunity to preserve a major moose winter range on the lower Peninsula.
Urge your legislators to establish the Anchor River/Fritz Creek
Critical Habitat Area. Write them at Pouch V, Juneau, Ak. 998? 1 or send
a free public opinion message by calling 235-7878 (Homer), 262-9364
(Soldotna), or 278-3668 (Anchorage).

prepared by:
Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force
Dave Vanderbrink, Chair
Box 1236, Homer, Ak. 99603 2/19/85



HELP ESTABLISH THE ANCHOR RIVER/FRITZ CREEK
CRITICAL HABITAT AREA

SUPPORT HB 280

The future of a healthy moose population on the lower Kenai Peninsula is
being threatened. Moose in this region concentrate during the lean winter
months in the lower segments of major river valleys and south-facing
benchlands. These areas are unique in providing moose with the essentials
for overwinter survival-- an abundant food supply in the form of willow
browse, resting and hiding cover, and relief from deep snows.

Unfortunately, most moose winter habitat on the lower Kenai Peninsula is
privately owned and has been seriously diminished in quality arid extent by a
rapidly growing human population during the past two decades.

House Bill 280, introduced in the Alaska Legislature on March 13, 1985 by
Representative Mike Navarre (D-Kenai) at the request of many Homer-area
residents, would provide for the creation of the Anchor River and Fritz
Creek Critical Habitat Area. This legislation needs your support.

Important Facts:

1. The winter period is the bottleneck in the moose"s annual cycle.

Reproductive success and population growth depend on overwinter survival.

2. Moose on the lower Kenai Peninsula are restricted during the winter
period to less than \0% of the area that they occupy insummer and fall.

3. Virtually no moose overwinter on the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge

south of Tustumena Lake.

4. Substantial amounts of residential and commercial development have
already occurred on moose winter habitat at Coho Beach, lower Deep
Creek/Nini Ichik River, lower Anchor River, and the Homer Bench.

5. The Anchor River is important spawning and rearing habitat for king
salmon, coho salmon, steelhead/rainbow trout, and dolly varden.

6. The Anchor River/Fritz Creek area has been identified since the early
1970 s as critical moose winter habitat. The effort to have it legislatively

designated began several years ago.



House Bill 280Q;

H3 280 would set aside 19,000 acres as the Anchor River and Fritz Creek
Critical Habitat Area. The purpose is to protect and preserve the habitat of
the area for wildlife and fish. Traditional uses such as hunting, fishing,
recreation, etc. would be allowed, but incompatible uses would be
restricted. Specific multiple uses for the area would be determined through
the adoption of a management plan developed by ADF&G after public
hearings. Existing grazing leases would be unaffected by the designation.

The bill includes these specific provisions:

(1) The use of Fritz Creek as a water source is protected.

(2) The possibility of a dam and reservoir on Fritz Creek 1is reserved.

(3) The use of inholdings is guaranteed.

(4) Borough land within the boundaries that iscommitted to the critical
habitat area by the borough is subject to joint management by the state and
borough. (All of the 19,000 acres proposed for the area is state-owned
except for 3000 acres on the Fritz Creek end which was recently conveyed
to the Kenai Peninsula Borough. The conveyance is currently under appeal.)

How You Can Help:

HB 280 has been referred to the House Resources and Finance Committees
for public hearings. The Resources Committee is expected to take it up very
soon and may teleconference its meeting to Homer and other sites.

You can let legislators know of your support for the bill by writing them at
Pouch V, Juneau, Ak. 99811 or by sending them a free public opinion message
by calling 235-7878 (Homer), 262-9364 (Soldotna), or 278-3668
(Anchorage). People at those numbers can inform you of the bill"s progress.

The future of a healthy moose population on the southern Kenai Peninsula
depends on the availability of large tracts of undeveloped winter habitat.
Lands along the upper Anchor River and Fritz Creek represent the last
opportunity to preserve amajor moose winter range on the lower Peninsula.

Urge legislative passage of HB 280!

prepared by:
Kenai Peninsula Critical Habitat Task Force
Dave Vanderbrink, Chair
Box 1236, Homer, Ak. 99603 3/14/85



--Moose winter along the entire length
of the Anchor River. However,
"during severe winters, they con-

-centrate in the lower drainage.
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Co-Chairmen:
Roberta Highland

R 235-82K “lome
235-5223 (work

RESPONSIBLE L ANTD UusSeE Michael Sheppard 1
235-7486 (home
235-5397 morkg

CITIZENS F O

P.0. Box 15227 Fritz Creek, Alaska 99603

Citizens For Responsible Land Use, a group distilled from a series of public meetings
concerning the future of the Fritz Creek Valley, Anchor River Valley, and some
surrounding lands has evolved into an effective force of the decisions being contem—
plated. A volunteer "action" committee met recently and chose the nane of-the group
and elected co-cha i.rpersons Roberta Highland and Michael Sheppard. A variety of
people volunteered to pursue the various angles of the issue. Our goals were

defined as follows:
1. We support the designation of the Anchor River-Fritz Creek area as a Critical

Habitat Area, to protect the wildlife resources we have on the valuable Southern
Peninsula, primarily the vital winter moose range contained in the area. The head—
waters of the Anchor River, a rich salmon stream, are also contained in the proposed
19,000 acre proposal.

2. We recommend that the area commonly known as the Red Meat Farm be used
only for possible Community College or educational research use, and contend the
area and its majority of wetland area is not suitable for intensive grazing or large
scale feedlot development.

3. We support the conveyance fo the 80 acre Olson Mountain parcel to the
University, along with a covenant that limits it to its Historic use as a research
station.

A.  We believe Ln the maintanence of the Fritz Creek - Anchor River watersheds
in essentially undeveloped condition to protect the valuable wildlife, recreation

and water resources.

Our primary objectives for the immediate future are to gather the necessary support
via petitions and letters, to get the Critical Habitat Area proposal into a Rill
form and have it introduced into the Legislature (this has all ready been done),
and to file an appeal with the Dept, of Natural Resources regarding the land con—
veyance in order to more closely reach our above mentioned goals for the areas.

Here 1is our progress so far:

Petitions: Available now at Fritz Creek General Store, Outdoor Store, Sper.ard
Builders, Homer Rexali, Homer Natural Foods, and Peninsula Savings
Bank, Quiet Sports among others. Personal peticning by Swede Carlson,
Lulu Middleton, and others is also continuing. Saturday,Feb.19
Dave Rhode and Swede Carlson gathered signatures at the Lakeside Mall,
also answering questions and displaying a topographical map of the
proposed Critical Habitat Area along with the copy of the proposal itself,
Also on Sat., Feb. 9 Gary and Barb Ault attended the International
Moose Federation convention in Anchorage, informing the group about
the Critical Habitat Proposal - they were met with entusiastic support
and gathered 141 signatures from the 150 people attending. Our
Anchorage supporters, Joanna and Charles Manwiller, have been very
actively helping.

letters: Several people have written thei legislators in support of the Critical
Habitat Proposal, but many more have not. Please drop a quick note
to let our Legislators know you support the "Anchor River - Fritz Creek
Critical Habitat Area Proposal™ and to urge their sponsorship for

a Bill.
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Roberu Highland

235-8214 (home

CITIZENS FOR 235-5223mn<3
RESPONSIBLE LAND USE MidlaeISheﬁpard
235—7486$0me

235-5307 (ork

P.0.Box 15727 © Fritz Creek, Alaska 9%03

write to: Rep. Marrou, Rep. Navarre, Sen. Fischer at
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811
or call.a POM at 235-7878
Mapmaking: Gary Ault, Brad Gamble, Dave Rhode, and Rick Oldham have chartered
the Habitat Area on several topographical maps for d:splay to inform
people about the Proposal.
Exploration of current land laws:
Rick Oldham and An Pieshcel have written the Corps, of Engineers to

get mor information on the existing "wetlands" designation in the
Fritz Creek and Red Meat Farm Areas.

Borough Input: Roberta Highland, Robert Archibald, and Swede Carlson attended
the Planning Commission Meeting on Mon. Feb. 11. ITiey informed the
Borough of the growing movement of support to have the lands in the
Fritz Creek - Anchor River Valleys designated as Critical Habitat.

On Monday, Feb.1l several people including Karl Bair, Swede Carlson, Marie Walli, Rick
Oldham, Robert Archibald, Roberta Highland, Brad Gamble, and David Bentley met with
Senator Mike Navarre at the teleconference Center and discussed the issues. Mr. Navarre
pledged hissupport for the Critical Habitat Area and agreed to possibly sponsoring

the Bill. He discussed the proposal with members of the task force, including

Dave VonderBrink and Lynn Whitmore. Mr. Navarre also assured us that no lands -would

be conveyed by the State until the Critical Habitat proposal could be acted upon,

lie also said the input from Homer area residents is how he"s become informed of the
issues and came to recognize the need for the Critical Habitat Area.

Many phone calls, letters and meetings later we are at the first door-step. The
appeal at the Regional level. File yours to:

Tom Hawkins, Director

Dept, of Natural Resources

Division of Land & Water Management

555Cordova St.

Pouch 7-005

Anchorage, Alaska 99510



The following political organizations and private organizations have
taken a stand in favor of i.B 280, an act creating the Anchor River and

Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area:-

Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly

City of Homer Council

Kachemak City

Homer Fish and Game Advisory Committee
South Central Regional Game Council
Kenai National Wildlife Refuge

Alaska Water Resources Board

North Pacific Flrheries Association
Alaska Sportsfishing Association

Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association
Kackemak Bay Conservation Society
Alaska Center for the Environment
Alaska Environmental Lobby

Sierra Club, Alaska Chapter

Wildlife Federation of Alaska

Alaska Outdoor Council

National Rifle Association of America
International Moose Federation

Homer Soil Conservation District

Citizens for Responsible Land Use



Critical

by Joel Gay

SuifWriter

is seeking designation of two

h abi

state critical liabitat areas”

around Homer tohelpensure
the survival of moose
populations on the southern
Kenai Peninsula.

Some 30 square miles cf
river bottom along the upper
Anchor River ar& a swari

\

tat an

browsing habitat for moose,
according to ;;Derek
Stonorov, one 17f six
originators of the plan.

The habitat areas — com—
prised of wfdow and other
shrubs growing hi low eleva—

tions — are esscnU;l." for
moose to ‘survive every
rr=: —

Ought toop

nter, he noted. The

lows that moose thrive
on, - however, are an
anathema to home ownem
and rood builders, and as the
Homer area grows, more
winter range disappears
every year, he said.

Without official designa—
tion as a critical habitat
area, Mr. Stonorov said, itis
possible that the already
scarce winter range could be

rotect pen

reduced even further, affec—
ting the health of the moose
population and, indirectly,
all the other animals living
in the area. - -
“Winter range i3 the bot—
tleneck of the ecosystem,”
Mr. Stonorov said. “The size
of a moose" population is
limited by how much food it
gets during the winter, no
matter how much they have
inthesummer." - *

nsula moo

In addition, creation of the
critical habitat areas would
protect the headwaters of
two salmon spawning
stream* as well as preserve
local wetlands and the wide
variety of wildlife living on
them.

Under the proposal, pre—
sent land use in the areas
would not change, said Lynn
Whitmore, another backer of
the habitat area plan. "Peo—

s e h e r ds

ple could still bdcv.:."- hlne
hunt, ski, graze cattle, or ck
whatever they do now," h<
said. "But any future
development could DOt 1m—
pact that browsing area fur
ther."

The bigger proposal are*
encompasses some 30 square,
miles of river bottom alonj
the South Fork of the Anchoi

See"Crltical.” Back
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River, running from near the
Sterling Highway eist, into
th- Beaver Creek drainage,
and then spilling into the
Fritz Creek drainage.

According, to  Fish and
Game blologi*ftave Holder-
mann, the area is winter
range for -nearly every
moose south of the
Tustumena. There is little
winter browse in the Kenai
National Mooee Range, and
the winter range along East
Road and on the Homer
bench Is fast disappearing,
he said.

WhereBeaverCreek flows
into the south fork of the An-
chor River, the mooee split
up and head one of three
directions, he said: some
stay right there; some con-
tinle into the Fritz Creek
drainage and then come
down to the Horner bench
and along East Road; and
others follow the Anchor
River toward Cook Inlet.

Mr. Holdermann
estimates that the 300 to 350
riioose wintering this year in

the Anchor River lowlands .

were "the greatest popula-

tion density on the southern
Kenai Peninsula, .

, He saw anothix 100 or so
on the Homer bench, and
several dozen more In the
uninhabited "island" Just off
the airport, surrounded by
Kachemak Drive and East
roposed

Road, that is being S
habitat

as a second crltlcaP
area.

If created by the
Legislature, both " areas

would be managed by the.

Dept, of Fish and Game. The
department’s first _prlorltY,
. Mr. Holdermann said, would
be protection and manage-
ment of the habitat itself.
_There would be little "ac-
. tive management,” he said,

* because the vegetation in -

both areas appears to be
. changm? very slowly. In
.some_places, such as the
Wildlife

Kenai National

Refuge, there Is a need to .

burn or crush trees In order
to get more willow to grow,

be said. )
Any proposed alterations

Th«.r»«<Ujr, Aprill 1*. 1984

ear- to be valid uses of
critical habitat land, he said,
and would not be changed by
creation of the proposed
areas.

Other ' members of the
ghroup pushing for creation of
the areas are Dave Vander-
brinki Bob Moss. Al Davis
and Jake McLay. They will
have to approach™ the
Legislature for support, said

EMr. WiIJtmore, but may not

.try until the next session

sUntil then, they hope to r
once a month to worv
project.

of the habitat area would re- n

quire public bearings, M.
Holdermann said. Grazing
leases in the urea would ap-



State game biologists say dog packs killing moose on Kenai Peiinsula

By CRAIG MEDRED
Daily News reporter

Packs of free-roaming dogs are killing
moose and other wildlife on the Kenai Penin-
sula, according to state game biologists.

There is a significant problem in the Homer
area, and the situation will, get progressively
worse as the year progresses, said Dave
Holdermann, area ?ame biologist for the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game.

Pets allowed to run pose a threat to moose
all winter, he said, but the real" problems
begin about the third week of May and run
through the middle of June.

*That’s when the moose calves are small
enoigh that domestic dogs can take them
down pretty easy,” he said. _ o

Holdermann said he has been investigating
the increasing numbers of moose, and particu-
larly moose calves, killed by dogs over the
past five years.

He blames pet owners for the problem,
saying many people simply refuse to take

responsibility for their animals,. o
"I don’t know whether they’re not thinking

‘or don't care,” he said, "but they .just' let the

dogs roam.” _
he state keeps no figures on the number of
moose killed by dogs on the Peninsula, but
Holdermann said he has investigated many
such Killings. _ S
Homer resident Ed Bailey, a biologist with
the U.S." Fish and. Wildlife Service,' goes'even
further,'calling it “an awful problem.”
“There are packs of dogs roaming all
around,” he said. “Outside the incorporated
cities like Kenai, Soldotna and Homer, there
is no animal control." _
B_alle)( said he has appealed to Kenai
Peninsula Borough Mayor Stan Thompson to
push for a dog ordinance, but the mayor said
the borough has no interest in such a law.
Bailey himself has live-trapped some of the
animals and turned them over to the Homer
pound. _
» "There are some that are virtually feral;”

he said. "I've caught a couple that were so
mean they’d take your arm off.”

Holdermann, however, doubts they are
wild dogs, ) )

"I don’t think domestic dogs can hack it
completely on the wild in this environment,”
he said. Holdermann suspects the dogs are
simply pets allowed to stray away from home
for several days to several weeks.

If they can kill enough game, they stay out,
he said; "if they get hungry, "they come home
and look for the dog dish. _

"Around the blgger towns, especially, tNere
are enou?h of these dogs ranging around that
they could be a serious problem,” he added.
“My g[uess is that they probably don’t range
more than several miles off the road system,
but when you look at the distribution of our
moose .calving close to the city of Homer,
that’s significant. We've got roads that prefty
much penetrate most of our local calving
areas." _

Some area residents are mad enough about

the problem to begin taking the law into their
own hands, Bailey said. o _

“It’s been sort of an unofficial .thln(];,” 'he
said. "I know one guy that lost all his
chickens one time,” ‘and now puts traps
around his property lo catcji stray dogs.

"The other solution is that people are going
todust go out and siart blasting these things,
and that starts a lot of personal problems,”
Bailey said.

State law permits people to Kill dogs
caught in the act of harassing wildlife, Hold-
ermann said. _ o

"There is statutory basis for killing an
animal that is harassing wildlife," he 'said,
but people who do sc are also legally required
to try to notify the animal’s owner of what
has happened. Shooting what could be some-
one’s pet can also lead to a lot of har
feelings, he said.

The best solution, Holdermann added,
\INOUr!d be for people to keep their pets on the
eash.



Moose winter food supply threatened

Biologist,

By RONNIE CHAPPELL I -
Daily News reporter 2, M |a

The continued destruction
of critical winter feeding
areas could decimate the
moose po&ulat_lon on the
southern Kenai Peninsula,
state biologists warn.

_One of the biologists and a
citizens’ group want to set
aside ar. area of the Peninsula
to assure the moose have a
sufficient winter food source.

Residential subdivisions
and agricultural development
are fast_(]mbbllng up the low-
land, willow forests on which
moose depend for winter
browse. Once these feeding
areas are destroyed they can
never be replaced, said ‘Dave
Holderman of the Alaska De-
partment of Fish and Game.

None of the winter feeding
areas south of Tustumena
Lake lies within the bounda-
ries of the Kenai National
Wildlife Refuge, Holderman
said. Almost all are on pri-
vate land “that is being de-
veloped at a pretty rapid

pace.” o .
This shrinking winter
range now represSents less

than 10 percent of the acreage
foraged by the giant ungu-

citizens >group

want to

lates in the spring, summer
and fall, Holderman said.

It also is the factor that
will determine the size of the
area’s moose population in
the future. If moose don’t
survive the winter, they can’t
repdroduce in the spring, he
said.

To prevent the complete
destruction of the winter
range, Holderman and an ad
hoc citizens’ committee from

the Homer area have pro-

posed creating a 19,000-acre
critical habitat area that in-
cludes parts ~of the Anchor
River and Fritz Creek drain-
ages. . .
_Population densities as
hlglh as 23 moose per square
mile have been recorded in
the area. All of the land is
owned by the state.

"This’is the last opportuni-

ty to set aside a big Bortlo_n of
PUth land for the benefit of
he wildlife populations on
the southern

Peninsula,”
Holderman said.

If approved by the legisla-

ture, the habitat area would
be managed by the state De-
artment of Fish and Game.
eople could still hunt, fish
trap, hike, camp, ski and

establish

snowmachine. in the area,
Holderman said, but residen-
tial and agricultural develc
ment would not be allowed.

The plan is a controversial
one.

Man¥_0f the people who
support it see it as a way to
block the development” of a
majoi*cgffle-export project*in
the Homer area~"A" Similar
tactic was used in the late
1970s to prevent oil explora-
tion in Kachemak Bay.

According to Holderman,
the. critical "habitat area was
not conceived as a reaction to
the cattle export venture.
Work on the plan began in
1981, he said. "We were hop-
mga8 to get a proposal to the
1985 legislature, which we
have done. This other issue
came up in the meantime."

The “other™ issue is a 3-
000-acre grazing lease in the
Fritz Creek drainage that al-
most everybody wants.
A"'The University of Alaska
wants title to the land so that
it can lease the propeprty to
Han-A Samick America
Corp., a Korean firm, that
says the land is crucial to its

00 head of cattle a year.

Blans to raise and export 10,-
I

Peninsula

habitat area

The. cities of Homer and
Kachemak want the drainage
preserved as a possible mu-
nicipal water source. The
Kenai Peninsula Borough and
the Seldovia Native Assoca-
tion have expressed an inter-
est in owning the land.

Fish and Game, Holderman
and the citizens’ committee
would like to see the tract
included in the proposed criti-
cal habitat area.

Earlier this month, the
state decided to transfer own-
ership to the borough. But
now borough officials _say
they don’t want the land if ifs
use is going to be limited by
restrictions placed in the title.
University officials say
there’s a "good chance they
will appeal the decision.
~ “It’s unfortunate the tim-
ing has occurred like this,"
said homesteader Bob Moss
who serves on the ad hoc task
force. "No one on the commit-
tee has taken a stand, one
way or the other.”

Instead, he said, task force
members oppose the destruc-
tion of irreplaceable- moose
habitat for the sake of a
grazm? operation that could
take place on other state land.
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Ranch would threaten
wildlite, biologists say

Associated Press

Wolves and brown bears likely would be the los—

ers if a Korean firrr succeeds in carving out an

80,000-acre cattle ranch on the southern. Kenai Pen —

insula, wildlife biologists say.

“This experiment has been tried all over the

place,” said Rolf Peterson, an internationally rec—

ognized wolf expert in Houghton, Mich. “It® going

to devastate dlife, and it% just going to set up
predators.””

Han-A Samick America Corp. wants to export
10,000 head of Alaska cattle annually, and state offi—
cials this week are expected to approve a land
transfer clearing the way for the venture.

The state-owned, 5,000-acre tract would be
turned over to the University of Alaska. The school
in turn would lease the land to the corporation for
55 years.

The plan has drawn fire from Homer residents
who fear their picturesque seaside hamlet will be
turned into a manure-strewn cow town. Homer of—
ficials also have threatened court action if the state
does not take steps to preserve the Fritz Creek
drainage as a possible water supply for Kachemak

City and the city of Homer .

The biologists say bears and wolves likely would

disappear in the area, as they have in other areas

of intensive ranching and farming.

““The destruction of wildlife habitat to create

farms or ranches iswhat largely led to the demise

of most of your large predators in the Lower 48,7

said Ed Bailey, a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service bi—

ologist in Homer .

The last brown bear in Arizona, for instance,

as killed in the 1920s by a govemmen® trapper at
the behest of th cattle industry, Bailey uaid.

"The same goes for the demise of the wolf in the
Lower 48, and war continues with coyotes,” he
said. ““W e e gonna see ithere. We Te bound to get
into predator control. Any bears or anything else
that happens to bother any calves or cattle down
there, you know what"s going to happen to th”m.
They Te going to get shot.?””

The problems that led to the destruction of the
wildlife in the rest of the nation now are coming to
Alaska, Bailey said, and there already are increas—

ing problems with bears and people as homesteads

and developments increase. ““You throw in the live—

stock, and there > just going tobe more, >he said.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game clas—

sifies the area in question as one of the three best

wintering grounds for moose on the southern

Kenai

Peninsula.

“Our backs are to the wall in the southern

on winter moose range,” said a state game

gist. ““This couldn™ have happened in a

place."

The area supports healthy populations of moose,

a pack of six to 10 wo*ves and a number of brown

bears.

““W e have reservations (about the ranching)

from a couple of standpoints,” said Ted < praker, a

state Department of Fish and Game biologist.

““W e Te concerned about the wolves, but we have

more concern about the brown bears.””

Bear already are the 1

preying on ited amount

of livestock in the area, he said, and those prob—

lems will increase ifmore cattle are imported.
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Plan
WINS SUr>Nat 0

By RONNIE CHAPPELL

28, 1985 C5

for creatl opl_?f

. Fritz Creek an®. use tne re-—
Dal'yNEWS reporter sulting reservoir as a munici —

A plan to create a 19,000- pal water supply.
acre wildlife habitat area on Similar assur :nces wero of—
the southern Kenai Peninsula fered under other plans for
has won the support of the disposal of the Fritz Creek
Homer city council. acreage. But city officials

0n a unanimous vote, the were skeptical, Calhoun said,
council Monday enacted a res— that water quality in the wat —
olution urging the legislature ershed could be protected if
to approve a bill placing the the lease was used for intense

state-owned acreage under the livestock production.

management of the Alaska By endorsing creation of
Department of Fish and the critical habitat area, Cal —
Game . houn said, he and other coun —

Creation of the critical hab — cil members were “"trying to

itat area would halt develop — represent the views of a ma —
ment of a major cattle export jority” of people in the H o m —
project m the Homer area. It

contains a 3,000-acre grazing

lease in the Fritz Creek drain—

habitat arefa
OMmer counc

er area.

More than 600 local resi—
dents have signed petitions
endorsing the idea. Another

50 have written letters to

lawmakers.

The bill protects the rights
of inholders and gives the
Kenai Peninsula Borough a
say in the management of
lands it nominates for inclu-—
sion in the habitat area.

Hunting, trapping, skiing,

hixing, camping and snowma —

chining would be allowed in

the area, but residential and

agricultural development

would not.

TT"PRESENTING =* ~

age that Han-A Samick Amer —
ica Corp. says 1is crucial to its
plans for the production and SONRISE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
exportation of 10,000 head of
beef cattle a year. — / Christian Alternative -
According to state biolo—
gists, the grazing lease is part - Professic ssroom Education based on
of the last big tract of unde — GOd‘S Wora
veloped winter v jose range - Parentally Controlled and Governed
in the Homer area.
They warn that unless ic - Certified and Professional Teachers
and other important winter - Committed to High Educational Standards
feeding areas are preserved,
the number of nmoose on the We have openings for next term in grades K-6. Call: 279-
southern Peninsula will de — 9325 or 346-2281 for more information, or write: P.0O. Box
cline dramatically. 8182, Anchorage, Ak 99508.

W oe need to preserve
places for moose to live and
for people to enjoy them, ™
said Councilman John cCal —
houn. "With the continued de —
velopment of rural subdivi —
sions around the city, it is

important to set aside a par —

cel of land that people can

enjoy in its natural state.”

bill now pending be —

the legislature guaran —

the city® right to dam

Salmon classic

legislation eyed

B% BRUCE SCANDLING
The Associated Press

JUNEAU - There may

soon be a new twist to the
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. lzembek State Game Refuge

. Port Moller State Critical Hahitat Area
. Port Heiden State Critical Habitat Area
. Cinder River State Critical Habitat Area

Pilot Point State Critical Habitat Area

. Egegik State Critical Habitat Area
. Walrus Islands State Game Sanctuary

Cape Newenham State Game Refuge

. McNeil River State Game Sanctuary

. Kalgin Island State Critical Habitat Area
. Trading Bay State Game Refuge

. Susitna Flats State Game Refucie

. Creamer’s Field State Game Refuge

. Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge

. Goose Bay State Game Refuge

. Potter Point State Game Refuge

. Clam Gulch State Critical Habitat Area

. Fox River Flats State Critical Habitat Area
. Kachemak Bay State Critical Habitat Area

. CﬁplL)er River Delta State Critical Habitat Area
. Chi

at River State Critical Habitat Area
. Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge

State of Alaska
Department of Fish and Game
Habitat Division
Box 3-2000, Juneau, Alaska 99802
November 1983

Juneau headquarters - 5907; 465-4107
Southcentral regional office — (907) 344-0541
Interior regional office — (907) 479-3104
Southeastern regional office — (907) 465-4290

(brochure produced by AOF&G Public Communications Section)
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The Alaska Legislature has protected portions of Alaska ™ outstanding

fish and wildlife resources by establishing State G ame Refuges, State G ame Sanctuaries,

natural habitat and associated

and State Critical

Habitat Areas. The statutes which authorize these special areas give the Alaska Department of Fish and

Game authority to preserve and protect the unique aspects for which

STATE G AME REFUGES are established to make sure wildlife continue to
populate specific areas and to insure the public continues to have use of
these wildlife resources. These areas have faitly sizable concentrations, or
many different types, of waterfowl, big game, shorebirds, or other species.
One or more elements of habitat - such as food, vegetation, water, etc.
- needed by this wildlife is present.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game manages state game refuges
by focusing on a featured wildlife species or group of species. This may mean
rehabilitating or improving the habitat on which the wildlife depends. Uses
of refuge lands are controlled to prevent habitat changes which would be
harmful to the wildlife. Activities are also controlled to prevent disturbance
of the wildlife itself. Human uses - including recreational pursuits and
harvest of wildlife resources - are permitted so long as they are in keeping

with the primary reason for establishing the refuge.

they were established.

STATE GAME SANCTUARIES are also established to protect fish and wildlife

and their natural habitats. The primary reason for setting aside lands as state

game sanctuaries is to give asylum to important wildlife populations.

The

wildlife in these cases normally uses the "and in somewhat exclusive ways.

A sanctuary may provide the only place where a certain population carries

out some part of its annual life cycle such as feeding,

hauling ou\,

or migration. (Sanctuaries are special areas set aside to protect featured

wildlife populations.)

Inmanaging sanctuaries, other uses of the land are closely control~d,

or are prohibited, in order to prevent changes in the habitat or disturbance

of the protected species. Use of the wildlife itself is also closely control

STATE CRITICAL HABITAT AREAS are places where protective emphasis

is on the environment in which wildlife occurs. Critical habitat areas may
be complete biotic systems - identifiable environmental units that operate
as self-sustaining systems - or well-defined areas specifically needed by

wildlife for certain functions such as nesting or spawning.

Management by the Alaska Department of Fish and G ame is aimed
primarily at providing protection for the habitat. All uses of the land which
are not compatible with that aim are restricted. In most instances, harvest
of wildlife is not precluded in a critical habitat area.

State critical habitat areas are set aside to protect the land and

resources necessary for certain species of wildlife.

ad.
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COMMITTEE..REPORT

SENATE
FURTHER:
JOE€CIARY 0JJI<£$
"i1/23/85
/
Mr. President
The Committee on RESOURCES considered CSSSHB 280(1in)

creating the Anchor River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Aren,

and (-a-maxorrty"<5fM:he-committee)- (the committee) reports it back with
the following recommendations:

do pass

1] do pass with attached amendment(s)
X i replace with/or adopt cS for (H) 3 IHN Z~3JO I k.*"\
[ ] new title
[ ] same title and recommends
[ 1 and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" [ 1 NEW FISCAL NOTE
[ 1 reports it back without recommendation
[ 1 recommends referral to Committee
MEMBERS SIGjFTIN MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS / OTHER ,RE ChiME MOrA Kd GBA J)

LjJ H O

use.
Y . .
y Iy/f/ i f /5~ r/ 1

Chairman

I/A  /
Chairman recommendation



>

10
1
12
14
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

23

25

26
Al
28

29

Original sponsors* Navarre and Goll

IH THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
SENATE CS FOR CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 280 (Resources)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled* rAn Act creating the Anchor River and Frits Creek

;Critical Habitat Area.**
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA*
* Section 1. AS 16.20.230 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read*
(12) Anchor River and Frits Creek* All state land and water
contained in the following descriptions

(A.)) Township 4 South, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian
Section 25
Section 35
Section 36

(B) Township 5 South, Range 12 West, Seward Meridian
Sections 17 -

(C) Township 5 South, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian
Section 2
Section 3
Section 4* E 1/2
Section 8* S 1/2

- . Sections 9-11 o *

Sections 13-20 0
Section 21* W 1/2
Section 24

(D) Township 5 South, Range 14 West, Seward Meridian
Section 13
Section 20: HE 1/4

~1- SCS CSSSIIB 280 (Res)



Sections 21 - 24
Section 26jH 1/2
Section 27: N 1/2
Section 28: H 1/2
* Sec* 2. AS 16.20.230 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

Ch) Notwithstanding AS 16.20.220 and the establishment of the
Anchor River and Frits Creek Critical Habitat Area under (a)(12) of
this section,

(1) the use of and appropriation of water rights from Frits
Creek for a municipal and community water source 1is protected within
the Anchor River and Frits Creek Critical Habitat Area*

(2) thepossibility of the construction ofa damand reser—
voir on Fritz Creek is reservedwithin theAnchor River and Frits
Creek Critical Habitat Area.

(c) The use and enjoyment of valid existing rights and interests
within the Anchor River and Frits Creek Critical Habitat Area are
protected. Future conveyances, 1including but not limited to rights-
of-way, timber sales, municipal entitlements, grazing leases, and oil
and gae lenses, may occur.

(d) A management plan for the Anchor River and Fritz Creek
Critical Habitat Area shall be completed by July 1, 1989, by the
Department of Fish and Game in consultation with the Department of
Natural Resources and the management plan shall be submitted to the
Iegislatu;e for review. The management plan shall take effect 90 days
after submission unless disapproved by Act of the legislature. The
management plan shall reflect the concurrence of the Kenai Peninsula
Borough as it applies to land committed by the borough to the Anchor

River and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area.

* Sec. 3. AS 16.20.230(1?) and 16.20.230(b) - (d) are repealed June 30,

SCS CSSSHB 280 (Rea) n
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4/1/85*/

Original sponsors: Navarre and Goll

IN T*XE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 280 (Resources)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act <creating the Anchor River and Fritz Creek
Critical Habitat Area."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 16.20.230 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:
(12)Anchor River and Fritz Creek: All land and water
contained in the following description:
(A) Township 4 South, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian
Section 25
Section 35
Section 36
(B) Township 5 South, Range 12 West, Seward Meridian
Sections 17-20
(C) Township 5 South, Range 13 West, Seward Meridian
Section 2
Section 3
Section A: E 1/2
Section 8: S 1/2
Sections 9-11
Sections 13-20
Section 21: W 1/2
Section 24
(D) Township 5 South, Range 14 West, Seward Meridian
Section 13
Section 20: NE 1/4
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Sections 21 - 24
Section 26: N 1/2
Section 27: N 1/2
Section 28: N 1/2
* Sec. 2. AS 16.20.230 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:
(b) Notwithstanding AS 16.20.220 and the establishment of the
AnchorRiver and Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area under AS 16.20.-
230(a) (12),

&) the use of Fritz Creek as a municipal and community
water source is protected within the Anchor River and Fritz Creek
Critical Habitat Area;

(2) the possibility of the construction of a dam and reser —
voir on Fritz Creek 1is reserved within the Anchor River and Fritz
Creek Critical Habitat Area;

(3) the wuse and enjoyment of inholdings is guaranteed
within the AnchorRiver and Fritz Creek CriticalHabitat Area;

(4) the land owned by the KenaiPeninsulaBorough that 1is
located within the boundaries of the Anchor River and Fritz Creek
Critical Habitat Area and that 1is committed to the Anchor River and
Fritz Creek Critical Habitat Area by the borough 1is subject to joint
management by the Department of Fish and Game and the Kenai Peninsula

Borough.
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