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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i

FROM: R ep . Jo h n  R i n g s t a d  \

DATE: A p r i l  13 , 1985 I

RE: HB 2 56 , An a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  p o l i c y

A t t a c h e d  a r e  m a t e r i a l s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  HB 256 . You w i l l  f i n d  my w r i t t e n  
com m ents ,  l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t  f ro m  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  D e v e lo p m e n t  C o u n c i l ,  F a i r b a n k s  
N o r th  S t a r  B o ro u g h ,  and  A la s k a  M in e r s  A s s o c .  I n  a d d i t i o n  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  HB 256 a r e :  A la s k a  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  M a y o rs ,  A la s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e ,
W e s te rn  A la s k a  B u i l d i n g  and  C o n s t r u c t i o n  T r a d e  C o u n c i l ,  A la s k a  S t a t e  Chamber o f  
Commerce, A n c h o ra g e  C o n v e n t io n  & V i s i t o r s  B u r e a u ,  and  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  C h a p t e r  o f  
t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E n g i n e e r s .

A ls o  i n c l u d e d  i s  a  summary o f  a  D ecem ber '8 4  p o l l  by A la s k a  C o n s t r u c t i o n  & O i l  
on A la s k a n  b u s i n e s s  a t t i t u d e s .  T h i s  r e f l e c t s  t h a t  74% o f  A la s k a n  b u s i n e s s  
p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  d i s c o u r a g e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  d e v e lo p m e n t  t h r o u g h  i t s  
p o l i c i e s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s .  F u r t h e r  e m p h a s i z in g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  e c o n o m ic  
d e v e lo p m e n t  a r e  some r e c e n t  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s .

As t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  r u n n i n g  s h o r t  on t i m e ,  and  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  HB 256 b e i n g  
g i v e n  am p le  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a s s  t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  I  r e q u e s t e d  S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f ,  C h a i r  
o f  S e n a t e  L a b o r  and  Commerce C o m m ittee  t o  w a iv e  HB 2 5 6 .  T h us  a l l o w i n g  h e a r i n g s  
t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  one  S e n a te  c o m m it te e  o n l y ,  t h a t  b e i n g  t h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  
C o m m it te e .

I  l o o k  fo r w a r d  t o  w o rk in g  w i t h  you on  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  p o l i c y  i s s u e .
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HB 2 5 6 ,  an a c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  eco n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  i s  
a  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t ,  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  s t a b l e ,  d i v e r s i f i e d  
e c o n o m ic  b a s e ,  and  d e c l a r i n g  A l a s k a ' s  com m itm ent t o  f o s t e r  s u c h  d e v e lo p m e n t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .

A la s k a  s o r e l y  l a c k s  a n  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  p o l i c y .

T h i s  f a c t  h a s  h i t  u s  h a r d ,  w i t h  t h e  su d d e n  d e c l i n e  i n  r e v e n u e s  we a r e  
c u r r e n t l y  f a c i n g .  I t  h ad  b e e n  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  t h a t  by t h e  t im e  t h e  o i l  r e v e n u e  
d o l l a r s  s t a r t e d  f a l l i n g  o f f ,  A la s k a  w ould  b e  w e l l  on  t h e  r o a d  t o  a  s t a b l e ,  
d i v e r s i f i e d  econom y. The o i l  r e v e n u e s  a r e  now on t h e  d e c l i n e ,  and  l o o k i n g  a t  
t h e  w o r l d - w id e  m a r k e t  s i t u a t i o n  and  p r i c i n g  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  o i l ,  t h i s  i s  a  
l o n g - t e r m  s i t u a t i o n .

HB 256 r e f l e c t s  A l a s k a ' s  n e e d  and  d e s i r e  t o  f u r t h e r  i t s  eco n o m ic  v i a b i l i t y .  
T h i s  c o n f i r m a t i o n  i s  a  l o n g - t e r m  com m itm ent to w a rd s  t h e  g o a l  o f  d i v e r s i f y i n g  
o u r  econom y, t h u s  c r e a t i n g  m ore j o b s  f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e ,  
and  a l l o w i n g  th em  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  to  make A la s k a  th e . ' . r  home. 
F u r t h e r ,  HB 256 w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a s i g n a l  t o  d o m e s t i c  and  f o r e i g n  b u s i n e s s e s  o f  
o u r  com m itm ent t o  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t .

P a s s a g e  o f  HB 256 w i l l  c o n f i r m  t h i s  i n t e n t .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  a  g e n e r a l  
p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  and  i s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  f a v o r  any  i n d u s t r y  o r  p r o j e c t .

I ' v e  b e e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  a s t a t u t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  
a  r e s o l v e .  B i l l y  B e r r i e r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s ,  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a 
r e s o l v e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  w e i g h t  o r  i n t e n t  t h a t  a  s t a t u t e  c a r r i e s .  F u r t h e r ,  
t h e  i n t e n t  o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o n l y  h o l d s  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  L e g i s l a t u r e .  Our g o a l  
m u s t  b e  a  l o n g - t e r m ,  c o n t i n u o u s  com m itm ent t o  d e v e lo p  A l a s k a ' s  economy.

I  a s k  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t ,  and  t h a n k  you f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  HB 256 .
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n  R i n g s t a d  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P ouch  V
J u n e a u  AK 99811 

D e a r  J o h n :

B ased  on  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  i n c l u d i n g  H a r o ld  H e in z e ,  
P r e s i d e n t ,  ARCO A l a s k a ,  I n c . ,  Bob B e t t i s w o r t h ,  D r. E a r l  B e i s t l i n e ,  D r. 
W i l l i a m  Wood and  o t h e r s ,  we h a v e  fo rm e d  a  s t a t e w i d e  R e s o u rc e  P o l i c y  
C o a l i t i o n  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  n e e d s  o f  r e s o u r c e  d e v e lo p m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  
s t a t e .

A t o u r  i n i t i a l  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  f i r s t  r e s o l u t i o n  we a d o p te d  was a  
p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  on e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t .  I  w ou ld  l i k e  f o r  y o u  and  
o t h e r  mem bers o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  r e v ie w  t h e  p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  
i n  h o p e s  t h a t  y ou  w i l l  do w h a t e v e r  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  a s  a  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  p o l i c y  on econ om ic  d e v e lo p m e n t .

T h i s  p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  on  econ om ic  d ev e lo p m e n t  h a s  b e e n  s u p p o r t e d  by  
t h e  A la s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e ,  A l a s k a  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  M a y o rs ,  F a i r b a n k s  
N o r th  S t a r  B o ro u g h , G r e a t e r  F a i r b a n k s  Chamber o f  Commerce, C i t y  o f  
S e w a rd ,  A l a s k a  M in in g  A s s o c i a t i o n  and  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s .  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  m embers o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  d e l e g a t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  a r e a  
w h e re  m o s t  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  l o c a t e d ,  p r o v i d e  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  by 
i n t r o d u c i n g  and  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  and 
p r o c e s s i n g  o f  t h o s e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

I f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  p l e a s e  do n o t  h e s i t a t e  
t o  c o n t a c t  me.

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

B .B . ALLEN
B orough  M ayor

BBAral

e n c l o s u r e

P.O. Box 1267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 (907) 452-4761
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n  R i n g s t a d  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A K  9 9 811

D e a r  John:

W e  a r e  so p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  H B  2 5 6  i n t r o d u c e d  w i t h  y o u  as 
sponsor. T h i s  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  bill f o r  t h e  s t a t e  of 
A l a s k a  a n d  the R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  Council. Yo u r  
s p o n s o r s h i p  is s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  is c r e a t i n g  s u p p o r t  for 
t h e  bill b y  t h o s e  w h o  k n o w  y o u  a n d  y o u r  record.

W e  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  p u s h i n g  f o r  t h i s  s o r t  of s t a t e  
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c y  for s e v e r a l  years. W i t h  
this bill A l a s k a  can h a v e  the s t a t u t o r y  g u i d e l i n e s  
fo r  e c o n o m i c  development^eiivds-iruied in our
c o n s t i t u t i o n .

I a m  a w a r e  t h a t  H B  2 5 6  is t e n t a t i v e l y  s c h e d u l e d  t o  be 
h e a r d  i n ,H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  M a r c h  20. Y o u  can be s u r e  
t h a t  t h e ' R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  w i l l  ha v e  
t e s t i m o n y - p r e p a r e d '  to s u p p o r t  t h i s  bill a n d  e n c o u r a g e  
its t i m e l y  p a s s a g e  in t h e  House.

P l e a s e  let us k n o w  if t h e r e  is a n y  b a c k g r o u n d  or 
r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e  can p r o v i d e  to a i d  its passage.

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  s u pport.

S i n c e r e l

R E S O U R C E  D E V E L O P  
for Alas *4, Inc/

N T  CO U N C I L

P a u l a  P. E a s l e y  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

cc: M i c h a e l  A b b o t t ,  R D C  L e g i s l a t i v e .C o o r d i n a t o r



ALASKA M INERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
509 W. Third Ave., Suite 17. Anchorage, A laska 99501 (907) 27&-0347

M a r c h  13, 1 9 8 5

M A R  1 9  1989

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f  
S p e a k e r  of the H o u s e  
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E  
P o u c h  V  (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S p e a k e r  G r u s s e n d o r f :

T h e  A l a s k a  M i n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  e f f o r t s  of y o u  a n d  
t h e  o t h e r  s p o n s o r s  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  No. 2 5 6  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  e c o n o m i c  
d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c y  for t h e  state. W e  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  you, a n d  the 
o t h e r  s p o n s o r s ,  a n d  i n f o r m  y o u  of  our t o t a l  s u p p o r t  of  H B  256 in 
its p r e s e n t  f o r m  (see a t t a c h e d ) .

W e  h a v e  l o n g  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of s u c h  a p o l i c y  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
t o  do so.

S i n c e r e l y ,

A L A S K A  M I N E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N

imes R.
' E x ecutive D i r e c t o r

E n c l o s u r e  
cc: R i n g s t a d

A d a m s  
C a t o  
F r a n k  
L a r s o n  
M.W. M i l l e r  
P e r c e  
R i e g e r  
S h u l t z  
S u n d  
T a y l o r  
U e h l i n g  
H a n l e y  
J e n k i n s
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B B a S B y  S ^ s i e w S  -  E ^ S a r a e s r *

"Independent in A ll Things. . . Neutral in None"
O th er opinions expressed on th is page do not n ecessarily  

reflect those of the D a ily  N e w s-M in e r.

A  s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e

A la s k a n s  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t re s o u rc e  d e v e lo p m e n t  
h a v e  b e e n  m e e t in g  in  A n c h o r a g e  th is  w e e k  to  d is c u s s  a 

s t r a t e g y  fo r  th e  fu tu r e . T h e  o c c a s io n  w a s  a c o n fe re n c e  
s p o n s o re d  b y  th e  R e s o u rc e  D e v e lo p m e n t C o u n c il, a n d  
th e  a g e n d a  w a s  p a c k e d  w ith  r e p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f  g o v e r n ­

m e n t  a n d  in d u s tr y .

I t ’s th a t  m ix  o f  g o v e r n m e n t a n d  in d u s tr y  th a t  A la s ­
k a  m u s t  te n d  to  i f  w e  a r e  to  m e e t o u r  g o a ls  o f e c o n o m ic  
d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  d iv e r s if ic a t io n .

T h o u g h  th e  p r iv a te  s e c to r  u s u a lly  o p e ra te s  b e s t w ith  

a  m in im u m  o f g o v e r n m e n t  in v o lv e m e n t ,  th e  h ig h  p e r ­

c e n ta g e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t-o w n e d  la n d  in  A la s k a  n e c e s s i­

ta te s  c lo se  c o o p e ra tio n  f r o m  a l l  th re e  le v e ls  o f  g o v e r n ­

m e n t— fe d e r a l,  s ta te  a n d  lo c a l.

M o s t  o f th e  in d u s tr ie s  A la s k a  h op es to  e n c o u ra g e —  
m in in g ,  a g r ic u ltu r e ,  f is h in g , n a tu r a l g a s , p e tr o c h e m ic ­

a ls — c a n ’t  be d e v e lo p e d  u n le s s  la n d  is  m a d e  a v a ila b le  
a n d  a c c e ss  is  p r o v id e d . T h a t ’s w h e re  g o v e r n m e n ts  c o m e  
in ,  f o r  p r iv a te  la n d  o w n e rs  in  A la s k a  c o n t in u e  to  h o ld  

o n ly  a  s m a ll  s h a re  o f  th e  la n d , e v e n  w h e n  N a t iv e  c o r­

p o r a t io n  la n d  h o ld in g s  a r e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  re c k o n in g .

E c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t is  n o t a n  e a s y  jo b  f o r  o u r  
s ta te . F o r  th o u g h  w e ’re  b le s s e d  w ith  a b u n d a n t n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s  th a t  c a n  s e r v e  as th e  fo u n d a t io n  o f  s u c h  
e f fo r ts ,  w e ’re  s e e k in g  to  b a la n c e  th e ir  d e v e lo p m e n t w ith  

a n  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  n a tu r a l b e a u ty  o f  o u r  la n d  a n d  o f 
th e  re s o u rc e s  s u c h  as f is h  a n d  w ild l i fe  fo r  w h ic h  n a t u r a l  
h a b it a t  is  c r it ic a l.

W h a t  w e  ca n  a c c o m p lis h  d e p e n d s to  a  la r g e  e x te n t  
u p o n  th e  a tt itu d e  o f A la s k a n s . O u r  s ta te  h a s  a h ig h  le v e l 

o f  c it iz e n  in v o lv e m e n t  in  d e c is io n -m a k in g  a n d  i t  is  p o s s i­

b le  f o r  a  fe w  p e o p le  to  in flu e n c e  m a jo r  d e c is io n s .

W h a t  w e  m u s t  s e e k , th e n , is  a  re c o g n itio n  th a t  A la s ­

k a  c a n n o t lo n g  a ffo r d  th e  lu x u r y  o f o u r  d iv e r s e  l ife s ty le s  
i f  o u r  e c o n o m y  does n o t r e m a in  s tro n g . N o r  w i l l  w e  be 
a b le  to  p r o v id e  th e  a m e n it ie s  w e ’v e  c o m e  to  e n jo y  i f  w e  
d o  n o t d iv e r s if y  o u r  s ta te  re v e n u e  so u rc e s.

B y  re c o g n iz in g  th e  c o m p le x ity  o f th e  e c o n o m ic  d e ­

v e lo p m e n t  jo b ,  A la s k a n s  s h o u ld  be a b le  to p la n  a 

s t r a t e g y  th a t  w i l l  p ro te c t o u r  la n d  a n d  a t th e  s a m e  t im e  
d e v e lo p  o u r  re so u rc e s . I t  w i l l  ta k e  p la n n in g  a n d  fo r e ­
s ig h t,  b u t  i t ’s no t a  jo b  to  s h ir k .



TH E  
A ftl-D IT T M A N  

POLL
o f  Alaska b usiness leaders

The A ftl-D itlm an Po ll is a regular monthly feature o f A la ska  Construction & O il 
and A laska AnalystslDittman Research. Each month several hundred A laska busi­
nessmen and businesswomen are contacted and asked their opinions on questions o f 
stctewide importance. The statewide totals are combined and published in the weekly 
business newsletter A la sk a  from  the In side (A ftI) and in A la ska  C onstruc tion  & 
O il. T he respondents included in the sample are representative o f  their fields o f activity 
and are located throughout the state.
QUESTION

"Overall, do you feel state government regulations and policies are most like ly  to 
encourage or discourage well-planned, responsible resource development?"

R E S U L T S
Encourage P !scourage Undecided 

Construction  and T im be r 227c 787c —
Petro leum  and M ining 137c 857c 27c
Finance and Serv ices 427c 567c 27c
TOTAL 247, 747c 2 7c

ANALYSIS
1 Nearly three-quarters (747c) o f A laska’s business leaders interviewed in November 
j feel state government regulations and policies discourage well-planned and responsi- 
I ble resource development.

The percentage o f respondents agreeing varies widely by industry. P e tro leum  and 
M ining respondents are the most adamant, with 857c answering"discourage."

A review o f the respondents’ comments offered during the poll shows that the A laska 
Department o f Fish and Game was the most frequently mentioned example o f a state 
agency that discourages resource development.The comments also indicated two main 
reasons for respondents’ concern about government policies:

(1) It  is difficult to justify  the expense and time required to design a well-planned 
development and take it through the permitting process when the likelihood o f 
success is always in doubt.

(2) The state employees who work in regulatory agencies are more like ly to have 
regulatory ("protective") mentalities which may blind them to the benefits o f 
resource development.

C O M M E N T S
"Mainly :n the permit area —  the Department o f Fish and Game stops more projects 

than any agency. They are always on the side o f the Sierra Club and SEACC. No de­
velopment is their pol icy.”

" It took 16 years to get a water-use permit for mining and I have a coal prospecting 
permit application that is nine years old and still pending."

"The tendency in state government is to over-regulate. There can only He one result 
o f that tendency — operating costs are increased both by the requirements for com­
pliance and the cost o f processing paper."

" It takes too much time and effort to get permission for access. It discourages people 
before they even start.”

"Regulations are built around a negative attitude."
"Definitely encouraged — a marked improvement noted in both words and deeds!"

"Until the Department o f Fish and Game is restricted from making unilateral and 
arbitary decisions concerning resource development, we will be unable to encourage 
development no matter how well-planned and responsible!"

C A LE N D A R
ENERGY-SOURCES TECHNOLOGY CON­

FERENCE & EXHIBITION — Sponsored 
by the American Society ol Mechanical En­
gineers at Loews Anatole Hotel, Dallas, TX, 
(214)247-1747, Feb. 17-22.

TRAINING SESSIONS ON DRILLING AND 
BLASTING TECHNIQUES — Explosives 
Sen/ices Corp. of Issaquah, Wash., (206) 
392-7112, is conducting a five-day training 
session on drilling and blasting techniques 
In Ketchikan, Feb. 18-Feb. 22 ; and in An­
chorage, Feb. 25-March 1. .

INTRODUCTION TO MICROCOMPUTERS
—  A short course presented by the Society 
of Mining Engineers of the American Insti­
tute of Mining, Metallurgical and Petroleum 
Engineers, Hilton Hotel, New York, NY, 
(303) 973-9550, Feb. 23-24.

FINANCE FOR THE MINERALS INDUSTRY
—  A symposium that is part of the annual 
meeting events for the Society of Mining 
Engineers of the American Institute of Min­
ing, Metallurgical and Petroleum En­
gineers; Hilton Hotel. New York, NY, (303) 
973-9550, Feb. 24-28.

STATE OIL AND GAS LEASE SALE NO. 46A
—  Anchorage Westward Hilton Hotel, An­
chorage, Feb. 26.

AGC 66TK ANNUAL CONVENTION/CON­
STRUCTOR EXPOSITION —  The As­
sociated General Contractors of America 
1985 convention, San Francisco, CA, Feb. 
27-March 5.

ALASKA SUPPORT INDUSTRY ALLIANCE
—  Conference on marginal oil field de­
velopment, Captain Cook Hotel. Anchor­
age. March 2.

FOURTH ANNUAL ALASKA CONSTRUC­
TION SUPPLY AND EQUIPMENT SHOW
—  Exhibits and technical sessions, Sullivan 
Arena, Anchorage. (9C7) 346-2424, March 
21-22.

ARCTIC '85: CIVIL ENGINEERING IN THE 
ARCTIC OFFSHORE —  A national spe­
cialty conference of the American Society 
of Civil Engineers at the Sheraton Palace 
Hotel, San Francisco. CA, (713) 772-0876, 
Match 25-27.

34TH ANNUAL VEHICLE MAINTENANCE/ 
MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE —  Spon­
sored by the University of Washington, Col­
lege of Engineering, at Kane Hall. Seattle, 
WA, (206) 543-5539, March 25-28.

ALASKA TRANSPORTATION FORUM — 
University of Alaska-Fairbanks, April 15- 
16.

CABLE HARVEST TECHNIQUES —  Holiday 
Inn-Downtown. Spokane, WA, (509) 838- 
6101, April 15-19.

Unibed Way
of King County

T h a n k s  t o  y  o u .



O P I N I O I

Revenue projections provide sobering trutl
At the opening session of last w e e k’s 

iformative and stimulating confer- 
nce on “Alaska’s E c o n o m i c  Priori­
es” at the Sheraton/Anchorage, 

airbanksan M a r y  Nordale, well- 
u o w n  attorney and n o w  state com- 

lisioner of revenue, presented a 
.ost enlightening a n d  encouraging 

i m m a r y  of A l a s k a’s “Petroleum 

evenue, Production and Price E r e­

ctions."
Such projections, ho w e v e r  sophisti- 
ited the analysis of pertinent data 

.ailable, of necessity are based upon 

sumptions, probablities, and, in 

■me parts, sheer guesswork. T h e y  

for, however, the best guidelines to 

oughtful action w e  have.
The Alaska oil revenue projections 

ending d o w n w a r d  f r o m  a peak, as is 

evitable in the production scenario 

anything on a gigantic scale, have 

cn featured recently in the press 
id media as gloom an d d o o m  fore­

sts. T hey are not. O n  the contrary, 

e wringing of hands and the wailing 

the w i g w a m s  of the mighty have 

en depressing evidence merely that 
m e  a m o n g  us love to be dependent. 

Viewed in the perspective of what 
isB.O.P. (Bclore Oil Production),
? current state revenue projections 

the year 2000 and beyond arc ncith- 
blcak nor hopelessly discouraging. 

Dering. yes. This, of course, all resi­

dents of Alaska should find comfort­

ing a n d  enormously encouraging. At 
last, a return to c o m m o n  sense fiscal 

behavior is in prospect.

In s u m m a r y ,  the Nordale projec­

tions rem i n d  us that in 1975 the state’s 

“G e n e r a l  F u n d  Unrestricted R e ­

ven u e s” wer e  about $333 million. This 
m o r e  than doubled the very next year.

T h e  flood of North Slope oil dollars 

continued to swell to $2.5 billion by 
1980— nearly an eight-fold increase in 

five years! The gusher crested at $4.1 

billion two years later a n d  has gra­

dually tapered d o w n w a r d  since. In 
1985 the General F u n d  Unrestricted 

Re v e n u e s  are estimated to reach a 

total of $3.3 billion. A  ten fold increase 

in one decade, 1975-1985, W o w !  R e ­
m e m b e r  h o w  it w a s  in 1960? About $30 

million total, or one hundred times 
smaller!

N o  w o n d e r  Alaska went on a spend­

ing spree, led by the Legislature and 

the administration eager to catch up 
on capital needs and services desired 

to enhance the good life as they s a w  it 

throughout the state. Let’s not forget 

they w e r e  responding to pressure at 
home.. All of us were m o r e  or less ac­

tive in the " g i m m e "  posture, both 

h a n d s  outstretched a n d  pleading, 
" M o r e !  M o r e !’’

W h a t  really got out of h a n d  w a s  the 
bureaucracy, not just in government,

qj W il l ia m  ft. 

Hood
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but in the industrial, commercial, 

financial, educational, and labor are­

nas as well. The phen o m e n o n  of over- 

indulgence permeated every corner 

of Alaska. It has been particularly de­

vastating to A l a s k a’s future pros­

pects in the over-staffing of regula­

tory activities and paperwork imposi­

tions. This has been far too costly for 

the residents to afford since the zeal to 

achieve the last measure of perfec­

tion for one cause or another has 

r a n g e d  far b e y o n d  the r e a l m  of 

reason and c o m m o n  sense.

Fortunately, there is the P e r m a­

nent F u n d  acting as a safety valve of 
sorts to keep the whole barrel from 

running dry. It didn't exist until 1977. 

N o w  in 1985 the annual earnings from 

this savings account are over $600 

million. In the next 10 years it is esti­

mated that the Permanent F und will 
be earning about $1.5 billion and will

approach $2.5 billion annually by the 

turn of the century, just 15 years from 

now. That a m o u n t  combined with an 
estimated $2.2 billion f r o m  oil and 

other sources, s u c h  as mi n i n g ,  

fishing, timber harvest, tourism, and 

agriculture, would bring the General 

F u n d  Unrestricted Revenues to near­

ly $5 billion for state spending in the 
year 2000. Moreover, by that time the 

P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  itself w o u l d  be 

something over $20 billion.

Not too shabby a prospect for Alas­

ka, even should the population double 
by then to one million residents. All 

such projections, of course, are t e m­

pered by change, both the predictable 

and the unforeseen.

T h e  alarm over necessary spending 

cuts this session at the state level m a y  

be a blessing in disguise. Spending 

restraints are clearly overdue. There 

could be substantial reductions in 

government regulatory and adminis­

trative operations even if revenues 

w ere rising instead of falling. A  grea­
ter depth of prudence should prevail 

in selecting for funding capital i m­

provement projects in the statewide 

"catch-up’’ and " R e a c h  for Excell­
ence" programs. In general, priority 

might well be given to infrastructure 
items in energy, transportation, and

communications matters d 
m a k e  possible the creatd 

wealth from things that | 
and from things that do not 
where.

T h e  reduction of over' 
spending can increase stn 

adaptability as well as easi 
the heart. Having fewer < 
spend m a y  give our lead 

time to think— to think m o  

and deeply about h o w  bos 
create s o m e  n e w  dollars 

mineral and agricultural i 

These two, w e  are rcmiru 

and again, are the only sour 
wealth.

Neither b o o m  nor gloom i 

pcct for 1985 and beyond, 

the whole picture. The old 

the rest of the world arc < 

Al a s k a’s opportunity. Tf 

character for each of us i 

m e e t  the c h a l l e n g e  in 
together toward a greater n 

self-discipline and sclf-rclia 

ing forward together in c 
and with mutual respect. \ 

w h a t e v e r  nee d s  to be di 

more.

Dr. William R. Wood is a retire 
of the University ol Alaska now v. 
his lime as executive director • 
Fairbanks '84.
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Efforts to diversify economy are serious
T h e  s i n g l e  b i g p r o j e c t i s n o t  d o m i ­

n a n t  i n  t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f  c o m m u n i t y  

s p e a k e r s  a t  t h e  F i f t h  A n n u a l  I n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  A l a s k a ’s  

R e s o u r c e s  t h a t  c o n v e n e d  F e b .  1 3 - 1 4  

a t  t h e  S h e r a t o n  A n c h o r a g e .

D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  is. F r o m  e v e r y  

r e g i o n  o f  A l a s k a  t h e  m e s s a g e  i s  

c l e a r  a n d  s t r o n g :  t o u r i s m ,  m i n i n g ,  

a n d  f i s h i n g  a r e  t h e  c o m m o n  d e ­

n o m i n a t o r s  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e n  t i m b e r  

a n d  f a r m i n g  w h e r e v e r  t r e e s  o r  

c r o p s  g r o w .  T h e r e  w a s  m e n t i o n  o f  

f u r  r a n c h i n g ,  p o u l t r y  f a r m i n g ,  

d a i r y i n g ,  l i v e s t o c k  h u s b a n d r y ,  a n d  

g r e e n h o u s e  c u l t u r e .  T h i s  w a s  n o t  

i d l e  t a l k .  S e r i o u s  e f f o r t  i s  b e i n g  

m a d e  o n  e a c h  i n  o n e  o r  m o r e  A l a s ­

k a  c o m m u n i t i e s .  I n n o v a t i o n ,  i n g - .  

e n u i t y ,  i n v e n t i v e n e s s ,  a d v a n c e d  

t e c h n o l o g y ,  w e r e  m e n t i o n e d  t o  r e ­

m i n d  u s  h o w  y o u n g  w e  a r e  i n  A l a s ­

k a .  H o w  f i n e  t h e  p r o s p e c t  f o r  c r e a ­

t i v e  y o u n g  t h i n k e r s .

S e v e n  m i n u t e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w e r e  

m a d e  b y  1 8  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  

n i n e  c i t i e s ,  s i x  b o r o u g h s ,  t w o  c o m ­

b i n e d  c i t y / b o r o u g h  u n i t s ,  J u n e a u

a n d  S i t k a ,  a n d  A l a s k a ’s  m e t r o p o l i s ,  

t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e .  T h e  

c o v e r a g e  w a s  w i d e s p r e a d ,  f r o m  

K e t c h i k a n  t o  K o t z e b u e ,  f r o m  U n -  

a l a s k a ,  B e t h e l  a n d  B r i s t o l  B a y  t o  

t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h ,  V a l d e z ,  

a n d  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  

B o r o u g h ,  f r o m  H a i n e s  a n d  C o r d o v a  

t o  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a ,  a n d  M a t a n u s ­

k a - S u s i t n a  t o  K o d i a k  I s l a n d .  I m ­

p r e s s i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n '  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  n o t  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  

p r o g r a m  f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  j o i n e d  

i n  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  A l l - A l a s k a  c o m ­

m u n i t y  d i s p l a y s  f e a t u r e d  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e :  D e l t a ,  N e n a n a ,  

B a r r o w ,  S k a g w a y ,  S e w a r d  a m o n g  

o t h e r s .  T h e  o c c a s i o n  s p o n s o r e d  b y  

t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  

f o r  A l a s k a  p r o v i d e d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  w h a t  

A l a s k a n s  a r e  t h i n k i n g  a n d  d o i n g .

F e w  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  d i s ­

p l a y s  t u r n e d  u p  a n y  b r a n d - n e w  

p r o s p e c t s  o r  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  

e x c e p t i o n ,  p e r h a p s ,  b e i n g  t h e  g r e a t  

R e d  D o g  l e a d / z i n c / s i l v e r  v e n t u r e  

n e a r  K o t z e b u e .  F r o m  a l l  p o i n t s  i n

W M i a m  ft. 

W o o d
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A l a s k a ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  d e m o n s ­

t r a t e d  r e n e w e d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  

f i n d  s o m e  w a y ,  a n y  w a y  t o  b r i n g  

i n t o  p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  

m a r k e t i n g  A l a s k a ’s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

v a r i e t y  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  N o t  

a l l  n o n - a t t e n d e r s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  

m a y  s h a r e  i n  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  e x ­

p r e s s e d ,  y e t  a m o n g  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  

r e p o r t i n g  o n  h o w  t h i n g s  w e r e  a t  

h o m e  t h e r e  s e e m e d  e v i d e n t  a  c o m ­

m o n  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  h a b i t a t ,  

w h e t h e r  l a n d  o r  m a r i n e ,  c a n  b e  e n ­

h a n c e d  a n d  m a d e  m o r e  p r o d u c t i v e  

a n d  a t t r a c t i v e  f o r  t h e  u l t i m a t e  b e ­

n e f i t  o f  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  L a n d .

S u r f a c i n g  n o w  a n d  a g a i n  w a s  r e c ­

o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  i d l e  r e ­

s o u r c e s ,  n a t u r a l  a n d  h u m a n ,  c o u l d  

r e a c h  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  i n t o l e r a b l e .  

T h e  s p i r i t  e x p r e s s e d  w a s  s t r o n g :  

L e t ’s  d o  a l l  t h a t  w e  c a n  o u r s e l v e s  

w i t h  w h « r ,  w e  h a v e .  L e t ’s  n o t  d e ­

p e n d  o n  a n y  o n e  s o u r c e  o f  i n c o m e ,  

f u r ,  f i s h ,  t i m b e r ,  g o l d ,  oil, o r  g o v ­

e r n m e n t ,  a s  w e  h a v e  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

L e t ’s  m a k e  i n t e l l i g e n t  u s e  o f  a l l  o u r  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  d r i v e  t o w a r d  a  

g r e a t e r  m e a s u r e  o f  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  

a n d  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .

N o t  o n e  s p e a k e r  e v e n  h i n t e d  a t  

b e i n g  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  o v e r d e p e n d c n -  

c y  u p o n  g a v e r n m e n t  a t  a n y  l e v e l  o r  

a n y  o t h e r  l a r g e s s e  g i v e r .  E a c h  o f  

t h e  1 8  c o m m u n i t y  s p e a k e r s  w a s  e n ­

t h u s i a s t i c ,  o p t i m i s t i c ,  e x c i t e d  a b ­

o u t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  

h e  l i v e s ,  f u l l  o f  c h e e r  a n d  w i t ,  e a c h  

p r o u d  t o  b e  a n  A l a s k a n .  R a t e d  o u t ­

s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c o n f e r ­

e n c e  w a s  t h e  f a r - r a n g i n g  p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n  a c c e n t i n g  o u r  p e o p l e  p o t e n t i a l  

b y  o u r  o w n  M a y o r  B i l l  A l l e n .

T h e  a g e n d a  f o r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e

w a s  s t u d d e d  w i t h  o t h e r  s p a r k l i i  

p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  s o m e  p r o v o c a t h  

e n o u g h  t o  g e n e r a t e  f r e s h  t h i n k i i  

a n d  n e w  a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g  tl 

s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  i n  a t t e n d a n t  

T h e s e  w e r e  o f f e r e d  b y  a  r a n g e  < 

s p e c i a l i z e d  t a l e n t  f r o m  T e x a s ,  O n  

g o n ,  W a s h i n g t o n  D . O . ,  S e a t t l e ,  a n  

C a n a d a  a s  w e l l  a s  A l a s k a ’s  o w  

f r o m  J u n e a u ,  F o r t  Y u k o n ,  A n c h o i  

a g e ,  a n d  F a i r b a n k s .

Y e t  t h e  g r e a t  lift a t  t h e  c o n f c i  

e n c e  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  1 8  c o m m u n  

t i e s  e a c h  w i t h  t h e  e n c o u r a g i n  

n e w s  o f  w h a t  it w a s  d e v i s i n g  a n v  

u n d e r t a k i n g  o n  i t w  o w n  w i t !  

r e a s o n a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  o u t  

s i d e  t o  i n s u r e  a  b r i g h t e r  t o m o r r o v  

f o r  t h e  g r e a t  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e y  l i v e  

A n d  e a c h  o f  t h e  1 8  it w a s  e m p h a  

s i z e d ,  i s  m o r e  t h a n  w i l l i n g  t o  s h a r i  

t h e  g o o d  l i f e  h e  e n j o y s  w i t h  v i s i t o r :  

a n d  n e w  r e s i d e n t s .  C o m e  s e e  u s  a m  

t i m e !

Dr. William R. Wood is a retired pren 
dent o f the University o f Alaska now volui: 
leering his time as executive director o 
Festival Fairbanks '84.



RDC conference debriefing hits 
a ‘we’re-in-this-together’ theme

B y  B E R T  T A R R A N T  

" W e ' r e  i n  th i n  t o g e t h e r "  w a s  

t h e  t h e m e  o f  a  d e b r i e f i n g  h e l d  

b y  t h e  R e i o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  

C o u n c i l  f o l l o w i n g  ite fifth a n *  

n u u l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  

. o n  A l a s k a ' s  R e s o u r c e s .

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  titled 

I " A l a s k a ' s  E c o n o m i c  Priorities: 

A  F i v e - Y e a r  S t r a t e g y "  a n d  of- 

, O  r c d  a  n u m b e r  o f  c o m m u n i *  

u e a  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  a n  

| o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e s e n t  th e i r  

o w n  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  p r o b ­

l e m s  o n d  priorities.

It w a s  t h e  m a y o r  a n d / o r  r e p ­

r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h n t  g a t h e r e d  

a f t e r  t h e  t w o  d a y s  ( F e b .  1 3 - 1 4 )  

o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  d i s c u s *  

s u m s  for t h e  d e b r i e f i n g .

" L a s t  y e a r  af t e r  o u r  c o n f e r ­

e n c e  w e  g o t  t h e  s p e a k e r s  a n d  

m a j o r  p l a y e r s  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a  

p r i v a t e  m e e t i n g  to g e l  t h e i r  

f c v l i n g s  o n  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e , "  

s a i d  P a u l a  E a s l e y ,  R D C  E x e c ­

u t i v e  D i r e c t o r .  " I t  w o r k e d  w e l l  

s o  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  d o  t h e  s a m e  

t h i s  y e a r  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i ­

ties."

T h e  d e b r i e f i n g  w a s n ' t  j u s t  a  

p a t  y o u r s e l f - o n  t h e  b a c k  f o r  a  

j o b  w e l l  d o n e .  E a s l e y  h a d  a  

s l a t e  o f  1 0  c o n f e r e n c e  o b j e c t *  

i n g s  o n  w h i c h  s h e  w a n t e d  i n ­

p u t  f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  I d e n t i f y  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  r a n k ­

i n g  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  f o r  a t a t o  

f u n d i n g

" T h e r e  w a s  a  l a r g e  c o n c e n ­

s u s  a t  t h e  d e b r e i f i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  

n e e d s  to  b e  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  r a n k ­

i n g  c a p i t a l  p r o j ects," E a s l e y  

* . n d , " b u t  t h e r e  a l s o  is n o  q u i c k  

« n d  e a s y ,  s u p e r  w a y  o f  d o i n g  

t h a t  r a n k i n g . "

S h e  n o t e d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  

h a d  t h e i r  w i s h  lists f o r  t h e  

s l a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b u t  t h a t  m o s t  

h o d  n e v e r  l o o k e d  a t  t h a t  list 

" f r o m  a  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  w h a t  

w o u l d  s u s t a i n  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n ­

o m y . "

" S o  f a r  t h e  sl a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

S u s  n e v e r  l o o k e d  a t  A l a s k a ' s  

o il w e a l t h  w i t h  a n  e y e  t o  prior- 

t m i n g ,  to  r a n k i n g  n e e d s , "  s h e  

* n i d .  " A n d  p a r t  o f  t h a t  is d u e  

t o  t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  

d e a r  d i r e c t i o n  o f  w h a t  w e  w a n t  

t o  d o  i n  o u r  s tate." - ' '* 

j B u t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  d o d i n i n g  

I p e t r o l e u m  r e v e n u e s  o s  p r o d u c ­

t i o n  f r o m  P r u d h o e  B a y  b e g i n s  

t o  slip h a s  " f i n a l l y  b e g u n  to 

s i n k  in , "  t h e  R D C  c h i e f  s a i d ,  

" A l a s k a ' s  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  

v e r y -  c o n c e r n e d .  T h e y  w a n t  

m o r e  effort m a d e  i n  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  prioritise a n d  w e ' l l  w o r k  

w i t h  t h e m  o n  i t "

I O C  E x s c u t l v s  D i r e c t o r  P a u l s  

E a s l e y  r e c e i v e d  a  b o u q u e t  o f  

r o s e s  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  c l o s e .

•  C r e a t e  a  m o r e  a c t i v e ,  v o c a l  

c o n s t i t u e n c y  f o r  e c o n o m i c  d e ­

v e l o p m e n t  

‘T h i s  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  a c c o m ­

p l i s h e d  b y  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  

t h e  v i e w  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s , "  

E s s l e y  s a i d .  " M a n y  h a d  n e v e r  

d i s c u s s e d  s u c h  a n  i d e a  b e f o r e  

a n d  n o w  t h e  m o m e n t u m  is 

g o i n g . "

T h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  c o n c l u d e d  

t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  

C o m m i s s i o n  h a d  g o t t e n  t h e  

w h o l e  ti l i n g  s t a r t e d  a n d  " t h e y  

d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  s e e  t h e  b a l l  

d r o p p e d ;  t h e y  w a n t  t o  k e e p  u p  

D i e  m o m e n t u m , "  a h e  sa i d .

" T h o  c o m m u n i t i e s  a s k e d  u s  

t o  h a v e 3 - 4  m e e t i n g !  w h e r e  t h e  

m a y o r s  o r  th e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

g e t  t o g e t h e r  to  d i s c u s s  D i e  c o n ­

s t i t u e n c y  i s s u e  b e f o r e  w e  h o l d  

o u r  n e x t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r  

e n c e , "  s h e  a d d e d .

•  G i v e  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  G o v ­

e r n o r  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  w i s e  

s p e n d i n g  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  n e e d e d  

n o w  '

' T h e  m a y o r s  c o n c l u d e d  t h e y  

m u s t  w o r k  a t  t h e i r  o w n  level 

w i t h  t h e i r o w n  c o m m u n i t y  g o v ­

e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t o r s  

If t h e y  a r e  t o  m a k e  p r o g r e s s  i n  

t h i s  a r e a / '  a h a  s a i d .

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  u l s o  

r e q u e s t e d  t h e  C o u n c i l  t o  h e l p  

w i t h  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  i n  

t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to g e t  t h e  i m p o r ­

t a n c e  o f  w i s e  s p e n d i n g  deci- 

. s i o n s  a c r o s s  t o  e l e c t e d  r e p r e­

s e n t a t i v e s .

•  E n c o u r a g e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  l o­

c a l  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t

• See RDC, Pago 16
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s t u d y  g r o u p s  t h a t  c u n  p r o d u c e  

M a n y  o f  t h e  c o m m  u n i t i e s  fell 

t h e y  h u d  g o o d ,  d e d i c a t e d  p e o ­

p l e  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e i r  v o r i u u s  

r e s o u r c e  u n d  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r ­

t u nities d e v e l o p m e n t  s e c t i o n s .  

E a s l e y  s a i d ,  " b u t  t h e y  u l s o  felt 

s o m e t h i n g  w a s  m i s s i n g . "

' T h e y  felt t h e i r  eff o r t s  a t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  h u d  n o t  b e e n  a s  

p r o d u c t i v e  o s  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  

a n d  c o n c l u d e d  a  b i g  r e a s o n  f o r  

t h i s  w a s  t h a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

d e p a r t m e n t s  h u d  n o t  b e e n  g i v ­

e n  a  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  m a n d a t e , "  

E u s i e y  s a i d .

• S t i m u l i i t e c o o p e r n l i v e e f f o r t  

b e t w e e n  p r i v a t e  i n d u s l r y / N a -  

l i v e  g r o u p s ,  l o c a l  c h a m b e r s ,  

l a b o r  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  b o d i e s  

t o  p u r s u e  e c o n o m i c  g o a l s  

" T h i s  t o p i c  ties i n  w i t h  d e ­

v e l o p m e n t  s t u d y  g r o u p s .  T h e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  felt t h e y  m u s t  g e t  

their d e v e l o p m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  

m o r e  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  c o m ­

m u n i t y  a n d  its l e a d e r s  if a  

c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  f o r  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c  div e r s i f i­

c a t i o n  w e r e  t o  t a k e  p l a c e . "

E a s l e y  n o t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  

state's b o r o u g h s  u l r e u d y  is i n  

s u c h  a  p o s i t i o n .  ' T h e  K e n o i
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® R D C  c o n f e r e n c e  d r a w s  s t r o n g  r e v i e w s

P c n i n s u l u  B o r o u g h  h a s  a  R e ­

s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  

t h a t  is s t a f f e d  w i t h  a  di rector, 

F r a n k  M c l l h u r g e y ,  o n d  t h a t  

h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h a t  

b o r o u g h ' s  e x p a n s i o n , "  i h e  

sa i d .

" M a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c o m m u n ­

ities a r e  l o o k i n g  t o  t h e  K e n a i  

P e n i n s u l a  B o r o i w h  a s  a  g o o d  

e x a m p l e  o f  e c o n o m i c  d i v e r s i f i­

c a t i o n ,  h o w  it c u n  b e d u n e . a n d  

d o n e  v e r y  w e l l , "  s h e  a d d e d .

•  G e n e r a t e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  n e e d  

f o r  m a j o r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n v e s t ­

m e n t s  t h a t  e n h a n c e  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  p o t e n t i a l

" I  t h i n k  w e  c o n  s a f e l y  s o y  

t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o r o u n d  A l a s ­

k a  a r e  v e r y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  n e e d  

f o r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n v e s t m e n t  

b u t  w e  all a g r e e d  t h e  k e y  q u e s ­

t i o n  w a s :  h o w  d o  y o u  g e t  t h i s  

m e s s a g e  a c r o s s  t o  t h e  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e ? "

•  D e s i g n  a  s y s t e m  f o r  a t u l e -

w i d e  o p i n i o n  g a t h e r i n g

" D u r i n g  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w e  

t o l d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t i c i­

p a n t s  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  e x p e r t s  

r a n k i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w e r e  

p r e s e n t e d  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e c o m -  

m u n i t i e s  w e r e n ' t  t h a t  h a p p y  -  

n o t  s o  m u c h  a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  

r a n k i n g  b u t  t h a t  t h e i r  p r o j e c t s  

m a y  n o t  g e t  t h e  p r i o r i t y  t h e y  

felt t h o s e  p r o j e c t s  d e s e r v e d , "  

E a s l e y  sa i d .

" W e  d i d  settle o n  a  p l u n  t h a t  

wi l l  b e  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  w i t h  t h e  

n e x t  c o n f e r e n c e  -  t h e  c o n c e p t  

o f  a  m u l t i - y e a r  o p i n i o n  s u r v e y

u s i n g  p e o p l e  w h o  c a m e  to  t h e  

c o n f c r e n c  !," E a s l e y  said.

T h e  k c )  is g e t t i n g  o p i n i o n s  

f r o m  a  r o u t ' d  t h e  s t a l e  a n d  E a s ­

le y  s a i d  m o s t  o f  t h a t  b a t t l e  is 

w o n .  " F o r  t h s  first t i m e ,  t h e  

R D C  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  

h a d  m o r e  p e o p l e  f r f m  o u t s i d e  

A n c h o r a g e  a t t e n d i n g ,  p l u s  2 0  

v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  

N a t i v e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n s , "  

s h e  n o t e d .

" B y a n y d e f i n i l i o n o f a  v a l i d  

s u r v e y  s a m p l e ,  w e  h a d  it -

R D C  d e b r i e f s  p a r t i c i p a n t s

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 6

e c o n o m i c ,  g e o g r a p h i c ,  e t h n i c ,  

etc.," s h e  a d d e d .

• P r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  p r o ­

ject f i n a n c i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  r e p r e s e n t a ­

ti v e s  w e r e  v e r y  v o c a l .  E a s l e y  

s a y s ,  in  t h e i r  “n e e d  t o  k n o w  

w h a t  i n v e s t o r s  n e e d e d  f r o m  

t h e m  a n d  h o w  t h e  c o m m u n i ­

ties c o u l d  b e  p r e p u  r e d  w i t h  s u c h  

i n f o r m a t i o n . "

" T h e y  w o n d e r e d  w h y  u n d  

h o w  i n v e s t o r s  c h o o s e  o n e  a r e a  

o r  c o m m u n i t y  o v e r  a n o t h e r  f o r  

a  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t , "  s h e  

u d d e d .  " T h e y  w e r e  k e e n l y  i n ­

t e r e s t e d  i n  ( h e  c r i t e r i a  f c r - j r h  

l o c a t i o n  f a c t o r s  a n d  t h e y  w a n t  

to  w o r k  o n  it."

•  E d u c a t e  p u b l i c  o n  c o m ­

m u n i t y  activities, a t t r a c t i o n s ,  

n e e d s  a n d  c o n s t r a i n t s  t o d e v e l -  

o p m c n t

A t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  R D C  

a l s o  s p o n s o r e d  a  " C o m m u n i t y  

E x p o s i t i o n "  a t  w h i c h  e a c h  

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  o t h e r s  c o u l d  

p l a c e  e x h i b i t s  d e s i g n e d  t o  e d u ­

c a t e  a t t e n d e e s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n ­

ities' s t a t u s  u n d  p o t e n t i a l s .

" B u t  u n l e s s  y o u  h a v e  a  

k n o w l e d g e a b l e - c o m m u n i t y  l e a d­

e r  m a n n i n g  t h e  b o o t h ,  y o u  u r e  

n o t  g o i n g  t o  h e  i n  o  p o s i t i o n  to 

a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  s h o u l d  a n  

i n v e s t o r  w u n t  to  k n o w  m o r e  

a b o u t  ( h e  c o m m u n i t y , "  E a s l e y  

said.

" U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  m u s t  o f  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  w e r e  i n  t h e  

c o n f e r e n c e  hall, l i s t e n i n g  to 

t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  r a t h e r  t h a n

b e i n g  o u t  o n  t h e  b o o t h , "  s h e  

a d d e d .  " T h e  m a y o r  a g r e e d  n e x t  

y e a r  t h e y  m a k e  s u r e  c o m m u n ­

ity l e a d e r s  w e r e  a t  t h e  b o o t h s ,  

r e a d y  t o a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  n n d  

g i v e  i n s i g h t . "

•  F o s t e r  a  " w e ’r e  in  t h i s  to­

g e t h e r "  a t t i t u d e  b e t w e e n  c o m ­

m u n i t i e s

" 1  b e l i e v e  this is w h a t c x c i t e d  

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e  m o s t , "  

E u s i e y  s a i d .  " A l l  o f  t h e m  i n d i­

c a t e d  t h e y  w e r e  m e m b e r s  o f  

t h e  A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L e u g u e  

b u t  o u r  c o n f e r e n c e  m u r k e i  t h e  

first t i m e  t h e y  h a d  e v e r  h u d  a  

f o r u m  to  u d d r e s s  a  l a r g e  c r o s s  

s e c t i o n  o f  A l a s k a n s  a n d  ta l k  

a b o u t  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  a n d  p o ­

tentials."

S e e  R D C .  P a g e  1 7

RDC conference 
participants find they 
share problems
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" T h e y  w e r e  n o t  o n l y  a b l e  to 

d i s c u s s  t h e i r o w n  p r o b l e m s  b u t  

a l s o  l e a r n e d  m u c h  a b o u t  w h a t  

is h a p p e n i n g  i n o t h c r  c o m m u n ­

ities. T h e y  f o u n d  t h e y  h a v e  

m a n y  s i m i l a r  p r o b l e m s , "  s h o  

said.

O t h e r  a r e a s  o f  c o n c e r n  a l s o  

•vere d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  d e b r i e f­

i n g ,  i n c l u d e  a  n e e d  e x p r e s s e d  

b y  m a n y  f o r  t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r ­

tise i n  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  g o a l s .  

' T h o s e  p e o p l e  a r c  a v a i l a b l e  

b u L  it c o s t s  m o n e y  to  b r i n g  

t h e m  in , "  n o t e d  E a s l e y .

" T h c y a l s o a u g g e s t e d t h a l i n  

a  f u t u r e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  a f t e r  t h e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  h o d  t h e  o p ­

p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  p r e s ­

e n t a t i o n s ,  t h a t  a  s e c o n d  s e t  o f  

d i s c u s s i o n s  b e  h e l d  c o n c e r n i n g  

a  m o r e  r e g i o n a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  

p r o b l e m s  a n d  priorities," E a s ­

l e y  sa i d .

A n i m m e d i a l e o u t c o m e o f t h e  

c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  d e b r i e f i n g  will 

b e  r e l e a s e  o f  a  b o o k l e t  o n  c o m ­

m u n i t y  c c u n n m i c d c v c l o p m c n t .

" T h e  b o o k l e t  w a s  a u t h o r e d  

b y  R o n  W a l t  a n d  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  

D i v i s i o n  o f  E c o n o m i c  E n t e r ­

p r i s e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  D e p o r t m e n t  

o f  C o m m e r c e  &  E c o n o m i c  D e ­

v e l o p m e n t . "  E a s l e y  n o t e d ,  " b u t  

a  l u c k  o f  f u n d i n g  h a d  k e p t  t h e  

b o o k l e t  f r o m  b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d .  

R o n  p r o m i s e d  t h e c o m m u n i t i e s  

lie w o u l d  g e l  it to  t h e m . "
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A t t e n d i n g  t h e  d e b r i e f i n g  in  

a d d i t i o n  to E a s l e y  u n d  o t h e r  

R D C  s t a f f  w e r e  M c l l  h a r g e y  for 

t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h ,  

J o h n  R  P u g h  a n d  W a y n e  H o c -  

r c r  f o r  t h e  c i t y  a n d  b o r o u g h  o f  

K o d i a k .  W a l t a n d  P a u l  F l e t c h e r  

o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E c o n o m i c  

E n t e r p r i s e ,  J i m  G o v e  o f  t h e  

c i t y  o f  W r a n g e l l ,  M a y o r  D o r -  

1 o l h y  J o n e s  o f  t h e  M a t a n u s k a -  

S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h ,  R D C  P r e s i ­

d e n t  C h u c k  W e b b e r ,  J o h n  D e ­

v o n s  o f  V a l d e z ,  M a y o r  Bill 

A l l e n  a n d  B u z z  O t i s  o f  t h e  ci t y  

o f  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  t h e  N o r t h  

| S t a r  B o r o u g h ,  M a y o r  F r a n  U l -  

| m o r  o f  J u n e a u ,  T e d  F o r s i  fo r  

t h e  c i t y  o f  V/h i t t i e r  a n d  A n i t a  

M c G r a t h  o f  A n c h o r a g e .

m
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MEMORANDUM May 9, 1985

TO: All Members
Senate Resources Committee

FROM: Staffc^Hl
Senate Resources Committee

RE: SCSHB 256(L&C) "An Act establishing the economic development 
policy of the state."

KB 256 would establish by statute an economic policy for the State of 
Alaska.
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The bill calls on the state to serve as a catalyst for economic development 
activities and to:
1. provide information
2 . solve constraints to economic development
3 . implement capital improvements when necessary
4 . provide stable tax and regulatory climate
5 . encourage value added processing
6 . offer economic incentives

HB 256 has a zero fiscal note.
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i a i a s & a

Representative John Ringstad While in Juneau
District 20-B Pouch V
P.O. Box 1848 Juneau, Alaska 99811
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 (90?) 465-4998
(907) 456-8336

J f y o w o f  & e p r e t f e n t a t ( b e *

HB 2 5 6 , a n  a c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  econ om ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  i s  a  
M in e r a l  p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t ,  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  s t a b l e ,  d i v e r s i f i e d  econ om ic  
b a s e ,  and  d e c l a r i n g  A l a s k a ' s  com m itm ent t o  f o s t e r  s u c h  d e v e lo p m e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
s t a t e ' s  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .

A la s k a  s o r e l y  l a c k s  an  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t  p o l i c y .

T h i s  f a c t  h a s  h i t  u s  h a r d ,  w i t h  t h e  su d d e n  d e c l i n e  i n  r e v e n u e s  we a r e  
c u r r e n t l y  f a c i n g .  I t  h ad  b e e n  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  t h a t  by  t h e  t im e  t h e  o i l  r e v e n u e  
d o l l a r s  s t a r t e d  f a l l i n g  o f f ,  A la s k a  w ould  b e  w e l l  on  t h e  r o a d  t o  a  s t a b l e ,  
d i v e r s i f i e d  econom y. The o i l  r e v e n u e s  a r e  now on  t h e  d e c l i n e ,  and  l o o k i n g  a t  
t h e  w o r ld - w id e  m a r k e t  s i t u a t i o n  and  p r i c i n g  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  o i l ,  t h i s  i s  a 
l o n g - t e r m  s i t u a t i o n .

I1B 256 r e f l e c t s  A l a s k a ' s  n e e d  and  d e s i r e  t o  f u r t h e r  i t s  e c o n o m ic  v i a b i l i t y .  
T h i s  c o n f i r m a t i o n  i s  a  l o n g - t e r m  com m itm ent t o w a r d s  t h e  g o a l  o f  d i v e r s i f y i n g  
o u r  econom y, t h u s  c r e a t i n g  m ore j o b s  f o r  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e ,  
and  a l l o w i n g  them  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  make A la s k a  t h e i r  home. 
F u r t h e r ,  HB 256 w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a  s i g n a l  t o  d o m e s t i c  and  f o r e i g n  b u s i n e s s e s  o f  
o u r  com m itm ent t o  e c o n o m ic  d e v e lo p m e n t .

P a s s a g e  o f  HB 256 w i l l  c o n f i r m  t h i s  i n t e n t .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  a  g e n e r a l  
p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  and  i s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  to  f a v o r  a n y  i n d u s t r y  o r  p r o j e c t .

I ' v e  b e e n  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  a  s t a t u t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  
a  r e s o l v e .  B i l l y  B e r r i e r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s ,  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a 
r e s o l v e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  w e i g h t  o r  i n t e n t  t h a t  a  s t a t u t e  c a r r i e s .  F u r t h e r ,  
t h e  i n t e n t  o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o n l y  h o l d s  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  L e g i s l a t u r e .  Our g o a l  
m u st  be  a  l o n g - t e r m ,  c o n t i n u o u s  com m itm ent t o  d e v e l o p  A l a s k a ' s  econom y.

I  a s k  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t ,  and  t h a n k  you f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  HB 256 .

g b t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e



_  | \  F a i rb a n k s  N o r th  
S t a rB o r o u g h Mayor: B.B. Allen

February 12, 1985

f  £ B  9  * * *

Representative John Ringstad 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau AK 99811 

Dear John:

Based on the advice of several people including Harold Heinze, 
President, ARCO Alaska, Inc., Bob Bettisworth, Dr. Earl Beistline, Dr. 
William Wood and others, we have formed a statewide Resource Policy 
Coalition to address the needs of resource development throughout our 
state.

At our initial meeting, the first resolution we adopted was a 
policy statement on economic development. I would like for you and 
other members of the interior delegation to review the policy statement 
in hopes that you will do whatever is necessary to establish this as a
statement of the State of Alaska's policy on economic development.

This policy statement on economic development has been supported by 
the Alaska Municipal League, Alaska Conference of Mayors, Fairbanks 
North Star Borough, Greater Fairbanks Chamber, of Commerce, City of- '
Seward, Alaska Mining Association and several others. I think it is 
important that members of the interior delegation, representing the area 
where most of the resources are located, provide the leadership by 
introducing and supporting the resolution for the development and 
processing of those natural resources.

If you have questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. '■

Sincerely yours,

' " " 7  • - -

--------:—  B7B.“ALLEN   ------------  ’ _ 7“ T_.
Borough Mayor

BBAral

enclosure ;

P.O. Box 1267 _ --Fa irbanks , Alaska 99707 . (907 )452 -4761
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A la s k a  M u n i c i p a l  League  
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R e s o u rc e  D ev e lo p m e n t  C o u n c i l
F a i r b a n k s  N o r th  S t a r  B orough
A n c h o ra g e  C o n v e n t io n  & V i s i t o r s  B ureau
C i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s
A la s k a  M in e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
C o n f e r e n c e  o f  M ayors



ALASKA M INERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
509 W. Third Ave., Suite 17. Anchorage. Alaska 99501 (907) 276-0347

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f  
S p e a k e r  of t h e  H o u s e  
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E  
P o u c h  V  (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S p e a k e r  G r u s s e n d o r f :

T h e  A l a s k a  M i n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  y o u  a n d  
t h e  o t h e r  s p o n s o r s  of H o u s e  B i l l  No. 256 e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  e c o n o m i c  
d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  state. W e  w a n t  to t h a n k  yo u ,  a n d  the 
o t h e r  s p o n s o r s ,  a n d  i n f o r m  y o u  o f  our t o t a l  s u p p o r t  "of H B  256 in 
its p r e s e n t  f o r m  (see a t t a c h e d ) .

W e  h a v e  l o n g  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of s u c h  a p o l i c y  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
t o  do so.

S i n c e r e l y ,

^TION

E n c l o s u r e  
cc: R i n g s t a d

A d a m s  
C a t o  
F r a n k  
L a r s o n  ~ 
M.W. M i l l e r  
P e r c e  
R i e g e r  
S h u l t z  
S u n d  
T a y l o r  
U e h l i n g  
H a n l e y  
J e n k i n s

M a r c h  13, 1 9 8 5

MAR 1 9 1989
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Wiliam Purrlngton 
Irene Ryan 
- Un S.-Sloane-
Mary J. Sullltt 
Dale Teel 
Joe J. Thomas 
fJchard W. Tindall 
P-idy J. Trosclalr 
ĵe Usibelll 
Lyle Von Bargen 
James Wakefield 
Cyril R. Wanomaker 
Anita Williams 
Lew M. Williams 
Jed Holley. Slatf Consultant
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 
Senator Ted Stevens 
Senator Frank Murkowskl 
Congressman Don roung 
Governor Bill Sheffield

M a r c h  5, 1 9 8 5

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n  R i n g s t a d  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 811

D e a r  John:

W e  a r e  so  p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  H B  2 5 6  i n t r o d u c e d  w i t h  y o u  a s  
sponsor. T h i s  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  bill for t h e  s t a t e  of 
A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  Council. Y o u r  
s p o n s o r s h i p  is s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  is c r e a t i n g  s u p p o r t  for 
t h e  bill by t h o s e  w h o  k n o w  y o u  a n d  y o u r  record.

W e  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  p u s h i n g  f o r  t h i s  s o r t  o f  s t a t e  
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c y  for s e v e r a l  years. W i t h  
t h i s  bill A l a s k a  can h a v e  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  g u i d e l i n e s  
f o r  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  eny-is-io^ed in our 
c o n s t i t u t i o n .

I a m  a w a r e  t h a t  H B  2 5 6  is t e n t a t i v e l y  s c h e d u l e d  t o  be 
h e a r d  i n / f o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  M a r c h  20. You can b e  s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  w i l l  h a v e  
t e s t i m o n y ~ p r e - p a r e d  to s u p p o r t  t h i s  bill a n d  e n c o u r a g e  
its t i m e l y  p a s s a g e  in t h e  House.

P l e a s e  l e t  us k n o w  if t h e r e  is a n y  b a c k g r o u n d  or 
r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e  can p r o v i d e  to a i d  its passage.

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

S i n c e r e l

R E S O U  
for

IVELOP
Inc/

N T  C O U N C I L

P a u l a  P. E a s l e y  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

cc: M i c h a e l  A b b o t t ,  RDC L e g i s l a t i v e  C o o r d i n a t o r



TH E  
A ftl-D IT T M A N  

PO LL
o f  Alaska b u siness leaders

The A fll-D itlm an P o ll is a regular monthly feature o f A la ska  C onstruction  & O il 
and A laska AnalystslDittman Research. Each month r .oeral hundred Alaska busi­
nessmen and businesswomen are contacted, and asked their opinions on questions o f 
statewide importance. The statewide totals are combined and p.-bUshed in the weekly 
business newsletter A la sk a  from  the In s ide  (A ftI) and in A la ska  C onstruc tion  & 
O il. The respondents included in the sample are representative o f their fie lds o f activity 
and are located throughout the state.
QUESTION

"Overall, do you feel state government regulations and policies are most like ly  to 
encourage ordiscourage well-planned, responsible resource development?”

RESULTS
Construction and  T im be r 
Pe tro leum  and M ining 
Finance and Serv ices
TOTAL

Encou rage D iscourage
227c 187c
137c 857,
427c 567c
247c 147c

Undecided

2 7c 
27c
27c

ANALYSIS
Nearly three-quarters (14% ) o f A laska’s business leaders interviewed in November 

feel state government regulations and policies discourage well-planned and responsi­
ble resource development.

The percentage o f respondents agreeing varies widely by industry. P e tro leum  and 
M ining respondents are the most adamant, with 85ft answering "discourage."

A review o f the respondents’ comments offered during the poll shows that the Alaska 
Department o f Fish and Game was the most frequently mentioned example o f a state • 
agency that discourages resource development. The comments also indicated two main 
reasons for respondents’ concern about government policies:

(1) It  is difficult to justify  the expense and time required to design a well-planned 
development and take it through the permitting process when the likelihood o f 
success is always in doubt.

(2) The state employees who work in regulatory agencies are more like ly  to have 
regulatory ("protective” ) mentalities which may blind them to the benefits o f 
resource development.

COMMENTS
"Mainly in the permit area — the Department o f Fish and Game stops more projects 

than any agency. They are always on the side o f the Sierra Club and SEACC. No de- 
. velopment is their policy."

" It took 16 years to get a water-use permit for mining and I have a coal prospecting 
- permitapplication that i9-nineyearsold and stillpending."

"The tendency in state government is to over-regulate. There can only he one result 
o f that tendency —  operating costs are increased both by the requirements for com­
pliance and the cost o f processing paper."

" It takes too much time and effort toget permission for access. It discourages people 
before they even start."

"Regulations are built around a negative attitude."
"Definitely encouraged — a marked improvement noted in both words and deeds!"

"Until the Department o f Fish und Game is restricted from making unilateral and 
arbitary decisions concerning resource development, we will be unable to encourage 
development no matter how well-planned and responsible!"

C A L E N D A R
ENERGY-SOURCES TECHNOLOGY CON­

FERENCE & EXHIBITION —  Sponsored 
by the American Society of Mechanical En­
gineers at Loews Anatole Hotel, Dallas, TX, 
(214) 247-1747, Feb. 17-22.

TRAINING SESSIONS ON DRILLING AND 
BLASTING TECHNIQUES —  Explosives 
Services Corp. of Issaquah, Wash., (206) 
392-7112, is conducting a five-day training 
session on drilling and blasting techniques 
In Ketchikan, Feb. 18-Feb. 22 ; and in An­
chorage, Feb. 25-March 1.

INTRODUCTION TO MICROCOMPUTERS
—  A short course presented by the Society 
of Mining Engineers of the American Insti­
tute of Mining, Metallurgical and Petroleum 
Engineers. Hilton Hotel, New York, NY, 
(303) 973-9550, Feb. 23-24.

FINANCE FOR THE MINERALS INDUSTRY
—  A symposium that is part of the annual 
meeting events for the Society of Mining • 
Engineers ol the American Institute of Min­
ing, Metallurgical and Petroleum En­
gineers: Hilton Hotel, New York, NY, (303) 
973-9550, Feb. 24-28.

STATE OIL AND GAS LEASE SALE NO. 46A
—  Anchorage Westward HiltOn Hotel, An­
chorage, Feb. 26.

AGC 66TH ANNUAL CONVENTION/CON­
STRUCTOR EXPOSITION —  The As­
sociated General Contractors of America 
1985 convention, San Francisco, CA, Feb. 
27-March 5.

ALASKA SUPPORT INDUSTRY ALLIANCE
—  Conference on marginal oil fieid de­
velopment, Captain Cook Hotel. Anchor­
age, March 2.

FOURTH ANNUAL ALASKA CONSTRUC­
TION SUPPLY AND EQUIPMENT SHOW
—  Exhibits and technical sessions, Sullivan 
Arena, Anchorage, (907) 346-2424, March 
21-22.

ARCTIC ’85 : CIVIL ENGINEERING IN THE 
ARCTIC OFFSHORE —  A national spe­
cialty conference of the American Society 

_  of Civil Engineers at the Sheraton Palace
- Hotel. San Francisco, CA. (713) 772-0876, 

March 25-27. _  '
34TH ANNUAL VEHICLE MAINTENANCE/ 

MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE —  Spon-
-  sored by Ihe University of Washington, Col- 

— lege of Engineering, at Kane Hall. Seattle,"
WA, (206) 543-5539, March 25-28. -

ALASKA TRANSPORTATION FORUM____
University of Alaska-Fairbanks. April 15- 
16.

CABLE HARVEST TECHNIQUES —  Holiday 
Inn-Downtown. Spokane, WA, (509) 838- 
6101, April 15-19.

U n i t e d  W a y
o f  K i n g  C o u n t y

T h a n k s  t o  y o u .
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E d i t o r i a l  O p in i o n  a n d  C o m m e n t  o f

D a S H y  i ^ i e w s  -  r a f l a r a e r *

"Independent in A ll Things. . . Neutral in None"
Other opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily 

reflect those of the Daily News-Miner.

A  s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e

Alaskans concerned about resource development 
have been meeting in Anchorage this w e e k  to discuss a 
strategy for the future. The occasion w a s  a conference 
sponsored by the Resource Development Council, and 
the agenda w a s  packed with representatives of govern­
m e n t  and industry.

It’s that m i x  of government and industry that Alas­
ka mu s t  tend to if w e  are to meet our goals of economic 
development and diversification.

Though the private sector usually operates best with 
a m i n i m u m  of government involvement, the high per­
centage of government-owned land in Alaska necessi­
tates close cooperation from all three levels of govern­
m e n t — federal, state and local.

Most of the industries Alaska hopes to encourage—  
mining, agriculture, fishing, natural gas, petrochemic­
als-— can’t be developed unless land is m a d e  available 
and. access is provided. That’s where governments c o m e  
in, for private land owners in Alaska continue to hold 
only a small share of the land, even w h e n  Native cor­
poration land holdings are included in the reckoning.

E c o n o m i c  development is not an easy job for our 
state. For though w e ’re blessed with abundant natural 
resources that can serve as the foundation of such 
efforts, w e ’re seeking to balance their development with 
an appreciation of the natural beauty of our land and of 
the resources such as fish and wildlife for which natural 
habitat is critical.

W h a t  w e  can accomplish depends to a large extent* 
upon the attitude of Alaskans. Our state has a high level 

_ o f  citizernnvolvement in decision-_making-arid it is possi- —  
ble for a few people to influence major decisions.

W h a t  w e  must seek, then, is a recognition that Alas­
ka cannot long afford the luxury of our diverse lifestyles 
if our e c o n o m y  does not remain strong. N o r  will w e  be 
able to provide the amenities w e ’ve c o m e  to enjoy if w e  
do not diversify our state revenue sources.

B y  recognizing the complexity of the economic de­
ve l o p m e n t  job, Alaskans should be able to plan a 
strategy that will protect our land and at the s a m e  time 
develop our resources. It will take planning and fore­
sight, but it's not a job to-shirk.



RDC conference debriefing hits 
a ‘we’re-in-this-together’ theme

D y  B E R T  T A R R A N T  

" W e ' r e  i n  t h i s  t o g e t h e r "  w u i  

t h e  t h e m e  o f  •  d e b r i e f i n g  h e l d  

b y  t h e  R e e o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  

C o u n c i l  f o l l o w i n g  fits fifth a n *  

n u a l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  

! o n  A l a s k a ' s  R e s o u r c e s .

| T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w o e  tilled 

“A l a s k a ' s  E c o n o m i c  P r i o r i  lie*: 

1 A  F i v e - Y e a r  S t r a t e g y "  a n d  of- 

fi r e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  c o m m u n i -

I
 ties f r o m  a r u u n d  t h e  s t a l e  a n  

u p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e s e n t  th e i r  

o w n  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  p r o b -  

I t m a  a n d  priorities.

It w a a  t h e  m a y o r  a n d / o r  r e p ­

r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t­

i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  g a t h e r e d  

i a f t e r  t h e  t w o  d a y s  ( F e b .  1 3 1 4 )  

o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  d i s c u s -  

■ s i u n a  f o r  t h e  d e b r i e f i n g .

" L a s t  y e a r  a f t e r  o u r  c o n f e r ­

e n c e  w e  g o t  t h e  s p e a k e r s  a n d  

m a j o r  p l a y e r s  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a  

p n v n t e  m e e t i n g  t o  g e t  t h e i r  

| A v l i n g s  o n  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e , "  

s a i d  P a u l a  E a s l e y ,  R D C  E x e c -  

, u n v e  D i r e c t o r .  " I t  w o r k e d  w e l l  

s o  w e  d e c i d e d  to  d o  t h e  s s : n e  

t h i s  y e a r  w i t h  t h e  c o m r r a n i -  

lien."

T h e  d e b r i e f i n g  w a o n * t  j u > t a  

p a t  y o u r s e l f  o n  t h e  b a c k  f o r  a  

j o b  w e l l  d o n e .  E a s l e y  h a d  a  

a l a t o  o f  1 0  c o n f e r e n c e  o b j e c t -  

i n g s  o n  w h i c h  e h e  w a n t e d  i n ­

p u t  f r o m  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s .

•  I d e n t i f y  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  r a n k ­

i n g  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  f o r  s t a t e  

f u n d i n g

" T h e r e  w a s  a  l a r g e  c o n c e n ­

s u s  a t  t h e  d e b r e i f i n g t h a t  t h e r e  

n e e d s  t o  b e  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  r a n k ­

i n g  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s , "  L e s l e y  

' . . i d , " h u t  t h r r e  a l s o  is n o q u i c k  

«.id e a s y ,  s u p e r  w a y  o f  d o i n g  

ih.it r a n k i n g . "

S h e  n o t e d  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  

h a d  t h e i r  w i s h  lists f o r  t h e  

N t o t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b u t  t h a t  m o a t  

h a d  n e v e r  l o o k e d  a t  i h o t  list 

" f r o m  a  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  w h a t  

w o u l d  s u s t a i n  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n ­

o m y . "

; " S o  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

S u e  n e v e r  l o o k e d  a t  A l a s k a ' s  

• oil w e a l t h  w i t h  o n  e y e  t o  prior- 

; ( t i r i n g ,  t o  r a n k i n g  n e e d s . "  s h e  

j n d .  " A n d  p a r t  o f  t h a t  is d u e  

t o  t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  

e l c a r d i r e c t i o n o f w h a t w e  w a n t

t o  d o  i n  o u r  s t a t e . "  - ''

O u t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  d e c l i n i n g  

| p e t r o l e u m  r e v e n u e s  a s  p r o d u c ­

t i o n  f r o m  P r u d h o e  U o y  b e g i n s  

, t o  s l i p  h n a  " f i n a l l y  b e g u n  to  

j s i n k  i n , "  t h e  R D C  c h i e f  s a i d ,

. " A l a s k a ' s  c o m m u n i t i e a  a r e  

v e r y - c o n c e r n e d .  T h e y  w a n t  

m o r e  ef f o r t  m a d e  i n  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  w e l l  w o r k  

w i t h  t h e m  o n  i t "

E s e c u U v a  D i r e c t o r  P a u t a  

E a s l e y  r e c e i v e d  a  b o u q u e t  o f  

r o s e a  at  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  c l o s e .

•  C r e a t e  a  m o r e  a c t i v e ,  v o c a l  

c o n s t i t u e n c y  f o r  e c o n o m i c  d e ­

v e l o p m e n t  

" T h i s  w a a  d e f i n i t e l y  a c c o m ­

p l i s h e d  b y  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  I n  

t h e  v i e w  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s , "  

E a s l e y  s a i d .  " M a n y  h a d  n e v e r  

d i s c u s s e d  a u c h  a n  i d e a  b e f o r e  

a n d  n o w  t h e  m o m e n t u m  la 

g o i n g . "  ,.

T h e  c o m m u n i t i e a  c o n c l u d e d  

t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  

C o m m i s s i o n  h a d  g o t t e n  t h e  

w h o l e  t h i n g  s t a r t e d  a n d  " t h e y  

d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  n e e  t h e  b e l l  

d r o p p e d ;  t h e y  w a n t  t o  k e e p  u p  

t h e  m o m e n t u m , "  a h e  a a i d .

" T h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a s k e d  u s  

t o  h a v e  3-4 m e e t i n g s  w h e r e  t h e  

m a y o r s  o r  th e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

g e t  t o g e t h e r  t o d i a c u s e  t h e  c o n -  

a t i t u e n c y  i s s u e  b e f o r e  w e  h o l d  

o u r  n e x t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r ­

e n c e , "  s h e  a d d e d .

•  G i v e  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  G o v ­

e r n o r  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  w i s e  

s p e n d i n g  d e c i s i o n !  a r e  n e e d e d  

n o w  '

" T h e  m a y o r s  c o n c l u d e d  t h e y  

m u s t  w o r k  a t  t h e i r  o w n  l e v e l  

w i t h  t h e i r o w n  c o m m u n i t y  g o v ­

e r n m e n t  e n d  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t o r s  

If t h e y  a r e  t o  m a k e  p r o g r e s s  I n  

t h i s  a r e a , "  s h e  a a i d .

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  a l s o  

r e q u e s t e d  t h s  C o u n c i l  t o  h e l p  

w i t h  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  i n  

t h e i r  efforts t o  g e t  ( h e  i m p o r ­

t a n c e  o f  w i s e  s p e n d i n g  d e c i ­

s i o n s  a c r o s s  to  e l e c t e d  r e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e s .

•  E n c o u r a g e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  l o­

c a l  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t

S e e  R D C ,  P a g e  1 5

l iiiiliniirii i m m  I M g t f  I «

sluily g r o u p *  ill.it c u n  p r o d u c e  

M m i v  nfilie c o m m u n i t i e s  felt 

t h e y  h a d  g o o d ,  d e d i c a t e d  p e o ­

p l e  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  

r e s o u r c e  a n d  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r ­

t u n i t i e s  d e v e l o p m e n t  s e c t i o n s .  

E a s l e y  s a i d ,  " b u t  t h e y  a l s o  felt 

s o m e t h i n g  w a s  m i s s i n g . "

" T h e y  felt t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  h u d  n o t  b e e n  a e  

p r o d u c t i v e  a e  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  

a n d  c o n c l u d e d  a  b i g  r e a s o n  for 

t h i s  w a s  t h a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

d e p a r t m e n t s  h u d  n o t  b e e n  g i v ­

e n  a  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  m a n d a t e , "  

E u s i e y  said.

• S t i m u l a t e  c o o p e r a  live effort 

b e t w e e n  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y / N a ­

tive g r o u p s ,  l o c a l  c h a m b e r s ,  

l a b o r  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  b o d i e s  

t o  p u r s u e  e c o n o m i c  g o a l s  

" T h i s  t o p i c  ties i n  w i t h  d e ­

v e l o p m e n t  s t u d y  g r o u p s .  T h e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  felt t h e y  m u s t  g e t  

t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  

m o r e  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  c o m ­

m u n i t y  a n d  its l e a d e r s  if a  

c o n c e r t e d  ef f o r t  f o r  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c  di v e r s i f i­

c a t i o n  w e r e  t o  t a k e  p l a c e . "

E a s l e y  n o t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  

s ta l e ' s  b o r o u g h s  a l r c u d y  Is i n  

s u c h  a  p o s i t i o n .  " T h e  K e n a i

Filth Annual International Conference 

; on Alaska's Resources . . ,
Alaska's Econom ic Priorities:

A five-Ye .ir Strategy 
and

All-Alaska C om m un ity  Expo
® R D C  c o n f e r e n c e  d r a w s  s t r o n g  r e v i e w s

P e n i n s u l a  b o r o u g h  h a s  a  R e ­

s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  

t h a t  is s t a f f e d  w i t h  a  director, 

F r a n k  M c l l h a r g e y ,  o n d  t h a t  

h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  t h a t  

b o r o u g h ' s  e x p a n s i o n , "  s h e  

said.

" M a n y  o f  t h e o t h e r  c o m m u n ­

ities o r e  l u o k i n g  to t h e  K e n a i  

P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h  a s  a  g o o d  

e x a m p l e  o f  e c o n o m i c  diversifi­

c a t i o n ,  h o w  it c a n  b e  d o n e ,  a n d  

d o n e  v e r y  w e l l , "  s h e  a d d e d .

•  G e n e r a t e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  n e e d  

f o r  m a j o r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n v e s t­

m e n t s  t h a t  e n h u n c e  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t  p o t e n t i a l

" I  t h i n k  w e  c a n  s a f e l y  s a y  

t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r o u n d  A l a s ­

k a  a r e  v e r v  a w a r e  o f  t h e  n e e d  

f o r  i n f r a s  u c t u r e  i n v e s t m e n t  

b u t  w e  all a g r e e d  t h e  k e y  q u e s ­

t i o n  w a s :  h o w  d o  y o u  g e t  th i s  

m e s a o g e  a c r o s s  t o  t h e  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t u r e ? "

•  D e s i g n  a  s y s t e m  f o r  s t a t e­

w i d e  o p i n i o n  g a t h e r i n g  

" D u r i n g  tlje c o n f e r e n c e  w t  

t o l d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t i c i­

p a n t s  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  e x p e r t s

u s i n g  p e o p l e  w h o  c a m e  t o  t h e  

| c o n f e r e n c e , "  E a s l e y  said.

T h e  k e y  Is g e t t i n g  o p i n i o n s '’ 

f r o m  u r o u n d  t h e  s l a t e  a n d  E u s -

r a n k i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w e r e . l e y  s a i d  m o a t  o f  t h a t  b a t t l e  is 

p r e a e n t c d a n d s o m e o f t h e c o m -  w o n .  " F o r  t h e  first l i m e ,  t h e

m u n i l i c s  w e r e n ' t  t h a t  h a p p y  

n o t  s o  m u c h  a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  

r a n k i n g  b u t  t h a t  t h e i r  p r o j e c t s  

m a y  n o t  g e t  t h e  p r i o r i t y  t h e y  

felt t h o s e  p r o j e c t s  d e s e r v e d , "  

E a s l e y  sa i d .

" W e  d i d  a e t t l e o n  a  p l a n  t h a t  

w i l l  b e  p u l  i n t o  effect w i t h  t h e  

n e x t  c o n f e r e n c e  -  t h e  c o n c e p t  

o f  a  m u l t i - y e a r  o p i n i o n  s u r v e y

R D C  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  

h a d  m b r c  p e o - ' e  f r o m  o u t s i d e  

A n c h o r a g e  a t u n d i n g ,  p l u s  2 0  

v i l l a g e i c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  

N a t i v e  R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n s , "  

s h e  n o t e d .

"By any definition of a valid 
survey I sample, we had it -

I
R D C  d e b r i e f s  p a r t i c i p a n t s
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e c o n o m i c ,  g e o g r a p h i c ,  e t h n i c ,  

etc.," s h e  a d d e d .

•  P r o v i d e  i n  f o r m a t i o n  o n  p r o ­

j e c t  f i n a n c i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  r e p r e s e n t s -  

l i v e s  w e r e  v e r y  v o c a l ,  E a s l e y  

s o y a ,  i n  t h e i r  " n e e d  to  k n o w  

w h a t  i n v e s t o r s  n e e d e d  f r o m  

t h e m  o n d  h o w  t h e  c o m m u n i ­

ties c o u l d  b e  p r e p a r e d  w i t h  s u c h  

i n f o r m a t i o n . "

" T h e y  w o n d e r e d  w h y  a n d  

h o w  i n v e s t o r s  c h o o s e  o n e  a r e a

o r c o m m u n i t y o v c r  a n o t h e r  fo r

a  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t , "  s h e  

a d d e d .  " T h e y  w e r e  k e e n l y  i n ­

t e r e s t e d  in  t h e c r i l e r i a  fu r  a u c h  

l o c a t i o n  f a c t o r s  a n d  t h e y  w a n t  

t o  w o r k  o n  J U "

•  E d u c a t e  p u b l i c  o n  c o m ­

m u n i t y  activities, attr a c t i o n s ,  

n e e d s  a n d  c o n s t r a i n t s  to d e v e l ­

o p m e n t

A t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  R D C  

u l s o  s p o n s o r e d  a  " C o m m u n i t y  

E x p o s i t i o n "  o t  w h i c h  e a c h  

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  o t h e r s  c o u l d  

p l a c e  e x h i b i t s  d e s i g n e d  to e d u ­

c a t e  u l t c n d e c s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n ­

ities' s t a t u s  a n d  p o t e ntials.

" B u t  u n l e s s  y o u  h a v e  a  

k n o w l e d g e a b l e  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d­

e r  m a n n i n g  t h e  b o o t h ,  y ” ;e 

n o t  g o i n g  l o b e  i n  a  pt. ..to 

a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  s h o u l d  a n  

i n v e s t o r  w a n t  t o  k n o w  m o r e  

n b u u t i h e c o m m u n i f y , "  E a s l e y  

sa i d .

" U n f o r t u n a t e t y ,  m u s t  o f  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  w c r c i n  t h e  

c o n f e r e n c e  hull, l i s t e n i n g  to 

t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n

b e i n g  o u t  o n  t h e  b o o t h , "  s h e  

a d d e d .  T h e  m a y o r  a g r e e d  n e x t  

y e a r  t h e y  m a k e  s u r e  c o m m u n ­

i t y  l e a d e r s  w e r e  a t  t h e  b o o t h s ,  

r c u d y  t o a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  o n d  

g i v e  i n s i g h t . "

•  F o s t e r  a  " w e ’r e  i n  t h i s  to­

g e t h e r "  a t t i t u d e  b e t w e e n  c o m ­

m u n i t i e s

' T  b e l i e v e  th i s i s  w h a t c x c i t e d  

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e  m o s t , "  

E u s i e y  s a i d .  " A l l  o f  t h e m  i n d i­

c a t e d  t h e y  w e r e  m e m b e r s  o f  

t h e  A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  L c u g u e  

b u t  o u r  c o n f e r e n c e  m a r k e t  t h e  

first t i m e  t h e y  h a d  e v e r  h a d  a  

f o r u m  t o  a d d r e s s  a  l a r g e  c r o s s  

s e c t i o n  o f  A l a s k a n s  a n d  talk 

a b o u t  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  a n d  p o ­

te n t i a l s . "

S e e  R D C ,  P a g e  1 7

• RDC conference 
participants find they 
share problems
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" T h e y  w e r e  n o t  o n l y  a b l e  to 

d i s c u s s  t h e i r  o w n  p r o b l e m s  b u t  

a l s o  l e a r n e d  m u c h  a b o u t  w h a t  

i s h a p p e n i n g i n  o t h e r  c o m m u n ­

itiea. T h e y  f o u n d  t h e y  h o v e  

m a n y  s i m i l a r  p r o b l e m s , "  s h e  

sa i d .

O t h e r  a r e a s  o f  c o n c e r n  a l s o  

w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  d e b r i e f­

i n g ,  i n c l u d e  a  n e e d  e x p r e s s e d  

b y  m a n y  f o r  t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r ­

tise i n  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  g o a l s .  

" T h o s e  p e o p l e *  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  

b u t  it c o s t s  m o n e y  t o  b r i n g  

t h e m  i n , "  n o t e d  E a s l e y .

" T h e y  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i n  

a  f u t u r e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  a f t e r  t h e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p ­

p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  p r e s ­

e n t a t i o n s ,  t h a t  a  s e c o n d  se t  o f  

d i s c u s s i o n s  b e  h e l d  c o n c e r n i n g  

a  m o r e  r e g i o n a l  a p p r o a c h  to 

p r o b l e m s  a n d  priorities," E a s ­

le y  s a i d .

A n  i m m e d i a t e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  

c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  d e b r i e f i n g  will 

b e  r e l e a s e  o f  a  b o o k l e t  o n  c o m ­

m u n i t y  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .

" T h e  b o o k l e t  w a s  a u t h o r e d  

b y  R o n  W a l t  a n d  o l h e r a  i n  t h e  

D i v i s i o n  o f  E c o n o m i c  E n t e r ­

pr i s e  o f  t h e  s l a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  C o m m e r c e  &  E c o n o m i c  D e ­

v e l o p m e n t , "  E a s l e y  n o t e d ,  "bill 

u  l o c k  o f  f u n d i n g  h a d  k e p t  t h e  

b o o k l e t  f r o m  b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d .  

R o n  p r o m i s e d  t h e c o m m u n i t i e a  

h e  w o u l d  g e t  it t o  t h e m . "

I
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i n t e n d i n g  t h e  d e b r i e f i n g  in 

a d d i t i o n  to  E a s l e y  a n d  o t h e r  

R D C s t a f f w e r e  M c l l h a r g e y  for 

t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n a u i a  B o r o u g h .  

J o h n  R.  P u g h  a n d  W a y n e  line- 

r e r  f d r  t h e  c i t y  a n d  b o r o u g h  o f  

K o d i a k ,  W a l t  a n d  P a u l  F l e t c h e r  

o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E c o n o m i c  

E n t e r p r i s e ,  J i m  G o v e  o f  t h e  

c i t y  o f  W r a n g e l l ,  M a y o r  D o r -  

o t l l y l J o n e e  o f  t h e  M a t a n u s k a -  

S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h .  R D C  P r e s i ­

d e n t  C h u c k  W c b b e r . ' J o h n  D e -  

v e d s  o f  V a l d e z ,  M a y o r  Bill 

A l l e n  a n d  B u z z  O t i s  o f  t h e  ci t y  

o f  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  t h e  N o r t h  

S t a r  B o r o u g h ,  M a y o r  F r a n  U l -  

m t f  o f  J u n e a u ,  T e d  F o r s i  fo r  

l he_ci ty o f  W h i t t i e r  a n d  A n i t a  

M c G r a t h  o f  A n c h o r a g e .
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Efforts to diversify economy are serious
T h e  s i n g l e  b i g  p r o j e c t  i s  n o t  d o m i ­

n a n t  i n  t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f  c o m m u n i t y  

s p e a k e r s  a t  t h e  F i f t h  A n n u a l  I n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  A l a s k a ’s  

R e s o u r c e s  t h a t  c o n v e n e d  F e b .  1 3 - 1 4  

a t  t h e  S h e r a t o n  A n c h o r a g e .

D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  i s. F r o m  e v e r y  

r e g i o n  o f  A l a s k a  t h e  m e s s a g e  i s  

c l e a r  a n d  s t r o n g :  t o u r i s m ,  m i n i n g ,  

a n d  f i s h i n g  a r e  t h e  c o m m o n  d e ­

n o m i n a t o r s  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e n  t i m b e r  

a n d  f a r m i n g  w h e r e v e r  t r e e s  o r  

c r o p s  g r o w .  T h e r e  w a s  m e n t i o n  o f  

f u r  r a n c h i n g ,  p o u l t r y  f a r m i n g ,  

d a i r y i n g ,  l i v e s t o c k  h u s b a n d r y ,  a n d  

g r e e n h o u s e  c u l t u r e .  T h i s  w a s  n o t  

i d l e  t a l k .  S e r i o u s  e f f o r t  i s  b e i n g  

m a d e  o n  e a c h  i n  o n e  o r  m o r e  A l a s ­

k a  c o m m u n i t i e s .  I n n o v a t i o n ,  i n g ­

e n u i t y ,  i n v e n t i v e n e s s ,  a d v a n c e d  

t e c h n o l o g y ,  w e r e  m e n t i o n e d  t o  r e ­

m i n d  u s  h o w  y o u n g  w e  a r e  i n  A l a s ­

k a .  H o w  f i n e  t h e  p r o s p e c t  f o r  c r e a ­

t i v e  y o u n g  t h i n k e r s .

S e v e n  m i n u t e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w e r e  

m a d e  b y  1 8  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  

n i n e  c i t i e s ,  s i x  b o r o u g h s ,  t w o  c o m ­

b i n e d  c i t y / b o r o u g h  u n i t s ,  J u n e a u

a n d  S i t k a ,  a n d  A l a s k a ’s  m e t r o p o l i s ,  

t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e .  T h e  

c o v e r a g e  w a s  w i d e s p r e a d ,  f r o m  

K e t c h i k a n  t o  K o t z e b u e ,  f r o m  U n -  

a l a s k a ,  B e t h e l  a n d  B r i s t o l  B a y  t o  

t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h ,  V a l d e z ,  

a n d  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  

B o r o u g h ,  f r o m  H a i n e s  a n d  C o r d o v a  

t o  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a ,  a n d  M a t a n u s ­

k a - S u s i t n a  t o  K o d i a k  I s l a n d .  I m ­

p r e s s i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n !  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  n o t  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  

p r o g r a m  f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  j o i n e d  

i n  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  A l l - A l a s k a  c o m -  

' m u n i t y  d i s p l a y s  f e a t u r e d  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e :  D e l t a ,  N e n a n a ,  

B a r r o w ,  S k a g w a y ,  S e w a r d  a m o n g  

o t h e r s .  T h e  o c c a s i o n  s p o n s o r e d  b y  

t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  

f o r  A l a s k a  p r o v i d e d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  w h a t  

A l a s k a n s  a r e  t h i n k i n g  a n d  d o i n g .

F e w  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  d i s ­

p l a y s  t u r n e d  u p  a n y  b r a n d - n e w  

p r o s p e c t s  o r  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  

e x c e p t i o n ,  p e r h a p s ,  b e i n g  t h e  g r e a t  

R e d  D o g  l e a d / z i n c / s i l v e r  v e n t u r e  

n e a r  K o t z e b u e .  F r o m  a l l  p o i n t s  i n

W i l l i a m  I I .  
W o o d

Views expressed here do not necessarily 
represent those ot the Daily News-Miner

A l a s k a ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  d e m o n s ­

t r a t e d  r e n e w e d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  

f i n d  s o m e  w a y ,  a n y  w a y  t o  b r i n g  

i n t o  p r o d u c t i o n  fojr p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  

m a r k e t i n g  A l a s k a ’s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

v a r i e t y  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  N o t  

a l l  n o n - a t t e n d e r s  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  

m a y  s h a r e  i n  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  e x ­

p r e s s e d ,  y e t  a m o n g  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  

r e p o r t i n g  o n  h o w  t h i n g s  w e r e  a t  

h o m e  t h e r e  s e e m e d  e v i d e n t  a  c o m ­

m o n  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  h a b i t a t ,  

w h e t h e r  l a n d  o r  m a r i n e ,  c a n  b e  e n ­

h a n c e d  a n d  m a d e  m o r e  p r o d u c t i v e  . 

a n d  a t t r a c t i v e  f o r  t h e  u l t i m a t e  b e ­

n e f i t  o f  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  L a n d .

S u r f a c i n g  n o w  a n d  a g a i n  w a s  r e c ­

o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  i d l e  r e ­

s o u r c e s ,  n a t u r a l  a n d  h u m a n ,  c o u l d  

r e a c h  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  i n t o l e r a b l e .  

T h e  s p i r i t  e x p r e s s e d  w a s  s t r o n g :  

L e t ’s  d o  a l l  t h a t  w e  c a n  o u r s e l v e s  

w i t h  w h a t  w e  h a v e .  L e t ’s  n o t  d e ­

p e n d  o n  a n y  o n e  s o u r c e  o f  i n c o m e ,  

f u r ,  f i s h ,  t i m b e r ,  g o l d ,  oil, o r  g o v ­

e r n m e n t ,  a s  w e  h a v e  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

L e t ’s  m a k e  i n t e l l i g e n t  u s e  o f  a l l  o u r  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  d r i v e  t o w a r d  a  

g r e a t e r  m e a s u r e  o f  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  

a n d  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .

N o t  o n e  s p e a k e r  e v e n  h i n t e d  a t  

b e i n g  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  o v e r d e p e n d e n ­

c y  u p o n  g a v e r n m e n t  a t  a n y  l e v e l  o r  

a n y  o t h e r  l a r g e s s e  g i v e r .  E a c h  o f  . 

t h e  1 8  c o m m u n i t y  s p e a k e r s  w a s  e n ­

t h u s i a s t i c ,  o p t i m i s t i c ,  e x c i t e d  a b ­

o u t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  

h e  J i v e s ,  f u l l  o f  c h e e r  a n d  v/it, e a c h  

p r o u d  t o  b e  a n  A l a s k a n .  R a t e d  o u t - '  

s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c o n f e r ­

e n c e  w a s  t h e  f a r - r a n g i n g  p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n  a c c e n t i n g  o u r  p e o p l e  p o t e n t i a l  

b y  o u r  o w n  M a y o r  B i l l  A l l e n .

T h e  a g e n d a  f o r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e

w a s  s t u d d e d  w i t h  o t h e r  s p a r k l i n g  

p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  s o m e  p r o v o c a t i v e  

e n o u g h  t o  g e n e r a t e ' f r e s h  t h i n k i n g  

a n d  n e w  a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g  t h e  

s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  

T l i e s e  :w e r e  o f f e r e d  b y  a  r a n g e  o f  

s p e c i a l i z e d  t a l e n t  f r o m  T e x a s ,  O r e ­

g o n ,  W a s h i n g t o n  D . C . ,  S e a t t l e ,  a n d  

C a n a d a  a s  w e l l  a s  A l a s k a ' s  o w n  

f r o m  J u n e a u ,  F o r t  Y u k o n ,  A n c h o r ­

a g e ,  a n d  F a i r b a n k s .

Y e t  t h e  g r e a t  lift a t  t h e  c o n f e r ­

e n c e  c a m e  f r o m  t h e  1 8  c o m m u n i ­

t i e s  e d c h  w i t h  t h e  e n c o u r a g i n g  

n e w s  o f  w h a t  it w a s  d e v i s i n g  a m d  

u n d e r t a k i n g  o n  i t w  o w n  w i t h  

r e a s o n a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  o u t ­

s i d e  t o  i n s u r e  a  b r i g h t e r  t o m o r r o w  

f o r  t h e  g r e a t  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e y  l i v e .  

A n d  e a c h  o f  t h e  1 8  it w a s  e m p h a ­

s i z e d ,  i s  m o r e  t h a n  w i l l i n g  t o  s h a r e  

t h e  g o o d  l i f e  h e  e n j o y s  w i t h  v i s i t o r s  

a n d  n e w  r e s i d e n t s .  C o m e  s e e  u s  a n y  

t i m e !

Dr. William R. Wood is a retired presi­
dent of the University o f Alaska now volun­
teering his time as executive director of 
Feslival'Fairbanks '84.
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Revenue projections
At Ute opening session of last w e e k’s 

nfor'mative and stimulating confer-l 

nee on "Alaska’s E c o n o m i c  Priori-i 

les” at the Sheraton/Anchorage,j 

•'airbanksan M a r y  Nordale, well*) 

n o w n  attorney and n o w  state com- 

nisioner of revenue, presented a 
lost enlightening and encouraging 

u m m a r y  of A l a s k a’s ‘‘Petroleum 

Revenue, Production and Price Pro- 

.clions.” i
Such projections, h o wever sophisti- 

jted the analysis of pertinent data 

vailabh, of necessity are based upon 

ssumptions, probablities, and, in 

ime parts, sheer guesswork. T hey 

fer, however, the best guidelines to 

ioughtful action w e  have.
The Alaska oil revenue projections 

ending d o w n w a r d  fro m  a peak, as is 1 

evitable in the production scenario j 

anything on a gigantic scale, have j 
•en featured recently in the press 

id media as gloom and d o o m  fore-j 
ists. They are not. O n  the contrary, 

e wringing of hands and the wailing 

the w i g w a m s  of the mighty have , 
en depressing evidence merely that ' 
m e  a m o n g  us love to be dependent. • 

Viewed in the perspective of what i 
i.« B.O.P. iBcfore Oil Production),

• current state revenue projections 1 

the year 2000 and beyond arc ncith- 

blcak nor hopelessly discou. aging, i 

jcnng.ycs. This, of course, ail resi­

d e n t s  o f  A l a s k a  s h o u l d  f i n d  c o m f o r t ­

i n g  a n d  e n o r m o u s l y  e n c o u r a g i n g .  A t  

l a s t ,  a  r e t u r n  t o  c o m m o n  s e n s e  f i s c a l  

b e h a v i o r  i s  i n  p r o s p e c t .

In s u m m a r y ,  the Nordale projec­

tions remind us that in 1975 the state’s 

“G e n e r a l  F u n d  Unrestricted R e ­
venues” were about $333 million. This 

m o r e  than doubled the very next year.

T h e  flood of North Slope oil dollars 

continued to swell to $2.5 billion by 
1980— nearly an eight-fold increase in 

five years! The gusher crested at $4.1 

billion two years later a nd has gra­

dually tapered d o w n w a r d  since. In 

1985 theiGeneral F u n d  Unrestricted 
Re v enues are estimated to reach a 

total of $3.3 billion. A  ten-fold increase 
in one decade, 1975-1985,' W o w !  R e ­

m e m b e r  h o w  it w a s  in 1960? About $30 

million total, or one hundred times 
smaller!

N o  w o n d e r  Alaska went on a spend­

ing spree, led by the Legislature and 

the administration eager to catch up 

on capital needs and services desired 
to enhance the good life as they s a w  it 

throughout the state. Let’s not forget 

they w e r e  responding to pressure at 

home. All of us w e r e  m o r e  or less ac- • 

tive in the “g i m m e ” posture, both 

h a n d s  outstretched a n d  pleading, 
"More! M o r e !” '

W h a t  really got out of hand w a s  the 

bureaucracy, not just in government,

W il l ia m  ft. 

W o o d

Views expressed here do not necessarily 
represent those ot the Dally Ne ws-Miner

but in the industrial, commercial, 

financial, educational, and labor are­

nas as well. T h e  pheno m e n o n  of over- 

indulgence permeated every corner 

of Alaska. It has been particularly de­

vastating to A l a s k a’s future pros­

pects in the over-staffing of regula­

tory activities and paperwork imposi­

tions. This has been far too costly for 
the residents to afford since the zeal to 

achieve the last measure of perfec­

tion for one cause or another has 

r a n g e d  far b e y o n d  the r e a l m  of 

reason and c o m m o n  sense.

Fortunately, there is the P e r m a ­

nent F u n d  acting as a safety valve of 

sorts to keep the whole barrel from 
running dry. It didn’t exist until 1977. 

N o w  in 1985 the annual earnings from 

this savings account are over SG00 

million. In the next 10 years it is esti­
mat e d  that the Permanent F u n d  will 
be earning about S1.5 billion and will

approach $2.5 billion annually by the 
turn of the century, just 15 years from 

now. That am o u n t  combined with an 

estimated $2.2 billion from oil and 
other sources, s u c h  as mining, 
fishing, timber harvest, tourism, and 

agriculture, would bring the General 

F u n d  Unrestricted Revenues to near­

ly $5 billion for state spending in the 
year 2000. Moreover, by that time the 

P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  itself w o u l d  be 

something over $20 billion.

Not too shabby a prospect for Alas­

ka, even should the population double 

by then to one million residents. All 
such projections, of course, are t e m­

pered by change, both the predictable 
and the unforeseen.

Th e  alarm over necessary spending 
‘ cuts this session at the state level m a y  

be a blessing in disguise. Spending 

restraints are clearly overdue. There 

could be substantial reductions in 

government regulatory and ad ninis- 

trative operations even if revenues 

were rising instead of falling. A  grea­
ter depth of prudence should prevail 

in selecting for funding capital i m­

provement projects in thn statewide 

“catch-up" and “Re a c h  for Excell­
ence" programs. In general, priority 

might well be given to infrastructure 

items in energy, transportation, and

truth
communications matters designed to 

m a k e  possible the creation of ne'w 
wealth from things that grow here 
and from things that do not gro w  any­
where.

T h e  reduction of overweight in 

spending can increase strength and 

adaptability as wcil as ease strair on 

the heart. Having fewer dollar.', to 
spend m a y  give our leaders m o r e  

time to think— to think m ore clearly 

and deeply about h o w  best w e  m a y  

create s o m e  n e w  dollars from our 

mineral and agricultural resources. 

These two, w e  are reminded again 

and again, are the only sources of new 
wealth.

Neither b o o m  nor gloom is our pros­

pect for 1985 and beyond. E x a m i n e  

the whole picture. T h e  other 49 and 

the rest of the world are envious of 

A l a s k a’s opportunity. T h e  test of 

character for each of us is h o w  w e  

m e e t  the c h a l l e n g e  in m o v i n g  
together toward a greater measurr -i 
self-discipline and self-reliance. M o v ­

ing forward together in confidence 

and with mutual respect, w e  can do 

w h a t e v e r  needs to be d o n e — a n d  

more.

Dr. William R. Wood is a retired president 
o f the University o l Alaska now volunteering 
his time os executive director of festiva l Fairbanks ‘81.
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Original sponsors: Ringstad, Adams,
Grussendorf, et al

BY THE L A B O R  A N D
1 IN THE H OUSE COMMERCE CO M M I T T E E

2 SENATE CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 256 (L&C)

3 IN THE LEGISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  LEGISL A T U RE  - FIRST SESSION

5 A BIL L

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the economic develop m e n t  policy

7 of the state."

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I S L A T U RE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 44 is amen d e d  by adding a n e w  chapter to read:

10 CHAP T E R  67. GENERAL STATE POLICY.

11 Sec. 44.67.010. DECLAR A T I O N  OF STATE ECONOMIC D E V E L O PM E N T  POLI-

12 CY. (a) To further the goals of a sound economy, stable employment,

13 and a desirable q u a l i t y  of life, the legislature declares that the

14 state has a commitment to foster the economy of A l a s k a  t h r o u g h  pur-

15 poseful development of the state's abundant natural resources. It is

16 the legislature's intent that this development

17 (1) offer lo ng-term benefits and i n creased employment to

18 Alaskans by s t r e ngthening and diversifying the state's e c o n om i c  base

19 and encouraging ne w  activities;

20 (2) rovide opportunities for increased p e r sonal income or

21 reduced living costs by creating activity in economic sectors;

22 (3) have a positive effect on the revenue needs and fiscal

23 conditions of the state and local communities;

24 (4) be u n d e r t a k e n  after consi d e ra t i o n  of the v iews of ^ /

25 citizens impacted by the d e v e l o pment/^and only a f t e r  a d e quate pro-

26 tection is assured for Alaska's environment 7j

27 (b) To take advantage of investment opportunities a f f o r d e d  by

28 Alaska's abundant resources, the legislature finds that the state must

29 undertake activities that serve as a catalyst to respons i b l e  economic

Offered: 5/7/85
Referred: Resources

-1- SCSHB 256(L&C)



1 development in the state for the benefit of its citizens. It is the

2 policy of the state to

3 (1) develop and provide in f o r m a ti o n  to domestic and foreign

4 investors to use in e v aluating project feasibility;

5 (2) w i t h  cooper at i o n  from investors, identify constraints

6 to economic development imposed by all levels of government and wor k

7 w i t h  government agencies to solve problems created by those con-

8 straints;

9 (3) w i t h  cooper a t i o n from investors, identify constraints

10 to economic development suc h  as lack of t ra n s p o r t a t i o n  and energy

11 systems necessary to support the extraction, production, and transport

12 of resources to markets, and implement capital improvement or other

13 programs to resolve the deficiencies;

14 (4) provide a stable tax and r e gulatory climate that en-

15 courages expansion of the state's economic base;

16 (5) encourage "value-added" p r o c e s s i ng  in the state;

17 (6) improve the state's comparative p os i t i o n  by offering

18 economic incentives that support the constitutional mandates for

19 utilization, development and con s e r v a t io n  of natural resources.

20

SCSHB 256(L&C) - 2 -



Introduced: 3/1/85
Referred: Resources and
Finance

IN THE HOUSE

B Y  RINGSTAD, ADAMS, GRUSSENDORF, 
CATO, FRANK, LARSON, M.W.MILLER, 
PEARCE, RIEGER, SHULTZ, SUND, 
TAYLOR, UEHLING, HAN L E Y  A N D  JENKINS

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

H O U S E  BIL L NO. 256 am 

IN THE LE G I S L A T U RE  OF THE STATE OF AL A S K A  

F O U R TE E N T H  LE G IS L A T U R E  - F IRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act esta b l i s h i ng  the economic development policy

of the state."

8 BE IT ENAC T E D BY THE L E G I S L A T U RE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 44 is amended by adding a n e w  chapter to read:

CHAP T E R  67. GENE R A L  STATE POLICY.

Sec. 44.67.010. D E C L A R A T IO N  OF STATE ECONOMIC D E V E L OPMENT P O L I­

CY. (a) To further the goals of a sound economy, stable employment, 

and a desirable quali t y  of life, the legislature declares that the

state has a commitment to foster the economy of Al a s k a  through _ _
c fly

purpo s e f u l  development of the state's abundant natural r e s o u r c e ^  It 

is the legislature's intent that this development

(1) offer long-ter.m benefits and increased employment to

Alask a n s  by s tr e ngthening and dive r s i f y in g  the state's economic base

and encouraging n e w  activities;

(2) provi d e  opportunities for increased personal income or. 

reduced living costs b y  creating activity in economic sectors;

(3) hav e  a positive effect on the revenue needs and fiscal 

conditions of the state and local communities; +exi&irt^$oc<AL4e.c0ne>r*-tc.

(4) be u nd e r t a k e n  after ..consideration of the views^jof
a d rw i'N  ck  c.'VV o.r«~ o \ /  -tV-*- op tc* vta'r,
citizens impacted by the development, and only after adequate p r o­

tection is assured for Alaska's environment and the Alas ka n  life 

styleTl

(b) To take advantage of investment opportunities afforded by 

Alask a ' s  abundant resources! the legislature finds that the state must

•1- HB 256 am
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Introduced: 3/1/85
Referred: Resources and
Finance

BY RINGSTAD, ADAMS, GRUSSENDORF,
CATO, FRANK, LARSON, M.W.MILLER,
PEARCE, RIEGER, SHULTZ, SUND,

IN THE HOUSE TAYLOR, U E H L I N G , H A N L E Y  AND JENKINS

H O U S E  BILL NO. 256 am 

IN THE L EGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  LEGISL AT U R E  - FIRST SESSION 

A  BIL L

For an Act entitled: "An Act e s t a b lishing the economic development policy

of the state."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I S LA T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44 is amended by adding a n e w  chapter to read:

CHAP T E R  67. GENE R A L  STATE POLICY.

Sec. 44.67.010. D ECLARATION OF STATE E C O NOMIC DEVELO P M E N T  P O L I­

CY. (a) To further the goals of a sound economy, stable employment, 

and a d e sirable qual i t y  of life, the legislature declares that the 

state has a commitment to foster the economy of A l a s k | ^ ^ ^ t ^ r o ^ ^ h ^  ^ ^  

purposeful development of the state's abundant natural r e s o u r c e ^  It 

is the legislature's intern, that this development

(1) offer long-term benefits and increased employment to 

Alask. s by s t r e ngthening and div e r s i f y in g  the state's economic base 

and encouraging n e w  activities;

(2) provide opportunities for increased personal income or. 

reduced living costs by creating activ i t y  in economic sectors;

(3) have a positive effect on the revenue needs and fiscal 

conditions of the state and local communities; ■+e.xtsTtrt^$0 'Z{AL4 e.c&Fr£>y*K~

(4) be u n d e rt a k e n  after ..consideration of the views/^jof 
o.crr,v'"•< ck  c*< t<* •PV'O £bvc.c-M'/ o ' |  A tv -A op ttsv .t* - ,
citizens impacted by the development, and only after adequate p r o­

tection is assured for Alaska's environment and the A l a s k a n  life 

styleTl

(b) To take advantage of investment opportunities afforded by 
rAAfSvffctUXJ/Jh poTitfT/4L 

Alaska's abundant resources! the legislature finds that the state must

-1- HB 256 am



1 u n dertake activities that serve as a catalyst to responsible economic

2 development in the state for the benefit of its citizens. It is the

3 policy of the state to

4 (1) develop and provide information to domestic and foreign

5 investors to use in evaluating project feasibility;

6 * - (2) wit ; cooperation from investors, identify constraints

7 to^economic development!^ imposed by all levels of government ! and w o r k

8 w i t h  government agencies to f~solve problems created by those con-

9 straints7jc\tMir)£T<S' P-y i T c >  A&/e.Lop/*e*Jr:̂ o<'.ei*.

10 (3) w i t h  cooperation from investors, identify constraints

11 to economic development]jTuch as lack of transportation and energy

12 systems~|necessary to support the extraction, production, a d transport

+ K W  ' . T ^  A '' t-\ 
of resources^to' m a r k e t s , and implement capital improvement or other13

14 programs to resolve the deficiencies;

15 (4) provide a stable tax and regulatory climate that

16 encourages expansion of the state's economic base;

17 (5) encourage "value-added" processing in the state;
aorK*'5Ti<^+ 0>r*\peT'/fl'iv€

(6) improve the s t a t e 's\ comparative! p o s ition By offe18 (6) improve the s t a t e 's\comparative' p os ition By of f e r i n g
'-'A

19 economic incentives that support the constitutional m an d a t e s  for

20 utilization, development and conservation of natural resources.

21

HB 256 am - 2 -
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Original sponsors: Ringstad, Adams, 
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p |  iO  A

C & * " * ! .f.M 
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IN TH E  H O U S E BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOUR T E E NT H  LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the economic development policy

of the state."

8 BE IT ENAC T E D  BY THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * S e c t i o n 1. AS 44 is amended by adding a n e w  chapter to read:

10 CHAPTER o 7 . GENE R A L  STATE POLICY.

11 Sec. 44.67.010. DECLAR AT I O N  OF STATE ECONOMIC DE VE L O P M E N T  POLI-

12 CY. (a) To further the goals of a sound economy, stable employment,

13 and a desirable quality of life, the legislature declares tnat the

14 state has a commitment to foster the economy of Al as k a  through pur-

15 posef u l  development of the state's abundant natural resources and

16 p r o d u ct i v e  capacity. It is the legislature's intent that this devel-

17 opment

18 (1) offer long-term benefits and increased employment t

19 Al a skans by strengthening and diversifying the state's econon.ic base

20 and encour a g i n g new activities;

21 (2) provide opportunities for increased personal income or

22 reduced living costs by creating activity in economic sectors;

23 (3) have a positive effect on the revenue needs and fiscal

24 conditions of the state and local communities;

25 (4) be u n dertaken after consideration of the social and

26 economic views of citizens impacted by the development, and only after

27 adequate p r o t e c t io n  is assured for Alaska's environment.

28 (b) To take advantage of investment opportunities afforded by

29 A l a ska's abundant natural resources and productive capacity, the
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1 legislature finds that the state should u n dertake activities that

2 serve as a catalyst to respon s i b l e  economic development in the state

3 for the benefit of its citizens. It is the policy of the state to

4 (1) develop and provide information to domestic and foreign

5 investors to use in evalu a t i n g  project feasibility;

6 (2) w i t h  c ooperation from investors, identify constraints

7 to orderly and beneficial economic development and w o r k  w it h  govern-

8 ment agencies to eliminate unnece s s a r y impediments to economic devel-

9 opinent;

10 (3) w i t h  c ooperation from investors, identify constraints

11 to economic development that w o u l d  impede the extraction, production,

12 and transport of resources to markets and man uf a c t u r e d  products, and

13 implement capital improvement or other programs to resolve the defi-

14 ciencies;

15 (4) provide a stable tax and regulatory climate that en-

16 courages expansion of the state's economic base;

17 (5) encourage "value-added" p r ocessing in the state;

18 (6) improve the state's domestic and international competi-

19 tive p o si t i o n  by offering economic incentives that support the consti-

20 tutional mandates for utilization, development and conservation of

21 natural resources.
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