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SB 437: "An Act relating to the practice of dentur.ty.

This le g is la t io n  provides fo r the lic e n s in g o f d e n tu r is ts .

Sections 1 t 8, and 9 o f th is  b i l l  ^mend the Insurance Code to re f le c t the 
lic e n s in g o f d e n tu r is ts . The sec tions impacted are p r im a r ily  designed to 
prevent u n fa ir d is c r im in a tio n aga ins t sp e c if ie d hea lth care providers 
which, w ith th is  b i l l ,  would inc lude d e n tu r is ts . We have no ob jec tion to 
th is  le g is la t io n .

j r y , commissioner 
Department o f Commerce & Economic 
Development

1t0262K
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SB 437: An Act relating to the practice of denturitry.

The b i l l  sp e c if ie s c r i t e r ia  fo r licensu re and charges the department w ith the 
re s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  adm in is te r the lic e n s in g fu n c tio n .

The Department o f Commerce and Economic Development, D iv is io n o f Occupational 
L icensing is opposed to th is  b i l l .  The department fe e ls the b i l l  is premature 
and the department is opposed to accepting re s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r lic e n s in g a 
hea lth pro fess ion w ith ou t a board. I f  the b i l l  were to be enacted, we would 
recommend th a t the lic e n s in g o f d e n tu r is ts and d e n tu r it r y  in te rn s be the 
re s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f the Board o f Dental Examiners, w ith the s ta f f support o f the 
D iv is io n o f Occupational L icens ing . Attached are techn ica l amendments which 
would make the language o f the b i l l  conform to th a t o f cu rren t lic e n s in g 
s ta tu te s .

D iscussions » i th  d e n t is ts , one o f who is  a member o f the Board o f Dental 
Examiners, in d ic a te th a t lic e n s in g o f d e n tu r is ts might not h the best
in te re s t o f the pub lic as the b i l l  is w r it te n . In fo rm a tion >e ed ind ica te s
th a t the p ra c tic e o f d e n tu r it ry  requ ires minimal education in rr •• aspects o f 
the p ro v is io n o f denta l care . For example, d e n tu r it r y  progra' not provide 
t ra in in g  in b io lo g ic a l and phys io log ica l aspects o f pa tie n t care , in c lu d ing 
l i f e  saving devices and techniques. There fo re , according to the d e n t is ts , a 
d e n tu r is t may be p ro f ic ie n t in the making o f dentures; however, i f  dentures 
are prepared w ithou t tak ing in to cons ide ra tion the re s u lts  o f a dental 
exam ination pa tie n t care could be at a sub-standard leve l and could re s u lt in 
o ra l cancer, jaw problems and other com p lica tions .

The serv ices o f d e n tu r it r y  may appeal to the general pub lic as a cos t-sav ings 
measure. However, the pub lic is u n lik e ly  to be aware o f the d i f fe r in g  
standard o f denta l care being provided by de n tu r is ts as opposed to d e n t is ts . 
One means fo r overcoming these ob jec tions and p o te n tia l pub lic p ro te c tio n 
problems would be to requ ire a complete denta l exam ination by a d e n t is t p r io r 
to p ro v id ing d e n tu r it r y  se rv ices . This has been suggested to the D iv is io n by 
members o f the denta l community.

In fo rm a tion received from an o u t-o f-s ta te  d e n tu r is t in support o f lic e n s in g 
le g is la t io n  s ta ted th a t a t the present time the re are no p ra c t ic in g d e n tu r is ts 
in the S tate o f Alaska. However, passage o f lic e n s in g le g is la t io n  would 
a t t r a c t in te re s t o f at le a s t two o u t-o f-s ta te  p ra c t it io n e rs . Because o f the 
small number o f p ra c t it io n e rs  invo lved , costs to adm in is te r the lic e n s in g are 
low, although a d e n tu r it r y  examination would need to be developed or 
procured. However, the absence o f pub lic demand fo r lic e n s in g o f th is  
occupation ind ica te s th a t government re g u la tio n is not requ ired a t th is  tim e .

D iv is io n
Date:

D ire c to r 
Pccup^ t ^ t j ^

465-2534
L icensing

Loren H. Lounsbury, Commissio 
Department o f Commerce and 
Economic Development 

Date:  j/*lj frfo_____

JS/cw3072c
42886b



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SB 437 
An Act re la t in g  to the p ra c tic e o f d e n tu r i t r y .

Throughout the b i l l ,  the terms c e r t i f ic a te , license and re g is tra t io n  are used 
in te rchangeab ly . To be cons is te n t w ith the in te n t o f the le g is la t io n  in 
e s ta b lis h in g lic e n su re , and given th a t each in d iv id u a l term is a separate 
method o f re g u la tio n , the terms lic e n s in g or licen su re should be used.

Page 3, lin e  27: Delete " c e r t i f ic a te  o f re g is t ra t io n " and in s e r t "License"

Page 4, lin e s 5 and 6: Delete "o r w i l l have graduated by the date o f the
exam ina tion ". Arrangements fo r exam inations must be made in advance to order 
the exams, arrange fo r exam s ite s and pub lic no tice the exam inations. I t  is 
a dm in is tra t iv e ly  d i f f i c u l t  to v e r i f y  graduation c re de n tia ls a t the la s t minute 
and p a r t ic u la r ly  on the day o f the exam ination.

Page 5, lin e  17: Delete "and a c e r t i f ic a te  o f re g is t ra t io n "

Page 5, lin e  18: Add " . . .a p p l ic a n t who meets the requirements o f
08 .87 .020 (a )(3 ) and p a y s .. ."

Page 5, lin e  19: Delete "and c e r t i f ic a te "

Page 5, lin e s 27 and 28: Delete " c e r t i f ic a te  o f re g is t ra t io n " and in s e r t
" l ic e n s e " .

Page 5 lin e  29: Delete " lic e n se e 's re g is tra t io n  c e r t i f ic a te "  and in s e r t
"1 icense".

Page 6, lin e s 1 - 7: Amend to read:

"occupationa l lic e n s in g sha ll mail a form fo r renewal [OF THE 
CERTIFICATE] to each licensed d e n tu r is t . F a ilu re to rece ive the 
renewal [REGISTRATION] form does not exempt a licensee from renewing 
the 1icense [CERTIFICATE].

(b) A licensee who p ra c tice s in an es tab lished o f f ic e  w ith an address 
o the r than the address shown on the license [FOR WHICH THE LICENSEE'S 
REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUEDJ sha ll ob ta in a branch o f f ic e  
re g is tra t io n  [CERTIFICATE] fo r each o f f ic e .

Page 6, lin e s 8 - 1 1 :  Amend to read:

(c ) The department me.y not renew a branch o f f ic e  re g is tra t io n  
[CERTIFICATE] and sha ll revoke the license o f a d e n tu r is t who f a i l s  to 
renew the re g is tra t io n  and license p r io r to the e xp ira tio n date [APPLY 
FOR RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATION WITHIN ONE YEAR OF EXPIRATION].
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fcPR 3  0 8 5 A R T H U R  R . R O R A F F ,  U .D .S .. M .S .
DIPLOMATE, AMERICAN BOARD OF PROSTHODONTICS
FELLOW. AMERICAN COLLEGE OF PROSTHODONTISTS

March 25, 1986

Senator Fred Zharoff:
Senate Labor and Commerce Committee 
Room 121 Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

RE: Senate Eill #437, "An Act relating to the practice of denturity"

Dear Senator Zharoff:

I believe this bill will cause irreversible harm to the health of many Alaskans. Some of 
this harm will occur over a period of years, caused by people with insufficient knowledge 
and skill to evaluate, plan, and provide an adequate health care service.

A s  the only Diplomate of the American Board of Prosthodontics in private practice in 
Alaska, a specialist in denture services for lver 25 years, and a dentist for over 30 
years, I am strongly opposed to this bill for the followi-'g reasons:

1. Excellent denture service is already beino provided by an abundance of available, 
fully qualified, well-trained, licensed dentists practicing in Alaska.

2. Senior citizens requiring denture services almost always present complicating 
geriatric problems which necessitate special care and treatment.

In conjunction with my position as an Associate Director, Dental Proarams, at 
Anchorage Community College, it is my privilege to examine patients who request 
care through Mabel T. Caverly Senior Citizen Center. I estimate about 80% of 
these patients require prosthodontic care; most of this prosthodontic care is so 
difficult and complicated it would challenge advanced graduate students in 
leading dental .alleges. Much of this required care that I observe needs to be 
accomplished in a team with other specialists, including physicians, and all other 
dental specialists. Many require corrective surgery for problems caused by old 
dentures. These patients have special problems which cannot be treated by 
laboratoy technicians, or anyone with minimal training. Incidently, my time for 
these services at A.--:horage Community College is being provided free.

3. The courses to provide denture service taken by dentists during dental school a. e the 
mimumum considered necessary.

The long dental school curriculum is designed to provide sufficient education so a 
doctor can safely and reliably treat routine patients. This curriculum not only 
includes many intense pre-dental school basic science requirements, but also two 
years of preclinical physiologic sciences in dental school, many times in the same 
classes with medical students. And only then, with this understanding and 
knowledge, do dental students begin treating patients under supervision.

2550 S P ENARD ROAD. SUITE 206 ANCHORAGE, A L A S K A  09503
TELEPHONES: OFFICE: (907) 272-4143 HOME: (907) 345-6905



A R T H U R  R . R O R A F F .  D .D .S .. M .S .
DIPLOMATS. AMERICAN BOARD OF PROSTHODONTICS
FELLOW. AMERICAN COLLEGE OF PROSTHODONTISTS

4. The clinical care of prosthodontic patients is -far different and exceedingly more 
complex than the laboratory procedures; the relatively routine laboratory phase of 
denture construction must not be confused with the far more complex clinical phases.

t
Each prosthodontic patient has a great variation in individual problems, and there 
are many scientific methods and concepts from which the dentist selects to 
address them. Not only must this evaluation and treatment plan be accomplished, 
but each step of troa\ment must be precisely executed with skill, care, and 
judgment. Even dental specialists, with ten or more years of college education, 
realize this on a daily basis. People who believe that complete dentures are 
constructed by making a simple impression, then forwarding it to a laboratory for 
the remaining procedures of construction, have not been told the truth. Anyone 
attempting to convey the concept that a laboratory technician, or "denturist," is 
adequately trained to provide clinical prosthodontic care is guilty of a cruel hoax.

5. My experience in clinical prosthodontics strongly indicates that we do not need more 
providers with even less experience than dentists, but more dentists with more 
advanced training and experience.

The passage of this bill would be a big step backwards in this age of rapid 
scientific and high-tech progress. It would not uptdate anything, but rather 
eliminate the requirement to utilize basic medical knowledge.

6 . Certified Dental Technicians, and other dental laboratory technicians, have for years 
provided an excellent service to all Alaskans through and under the authorizations of 
licensed dentists.

Nearly all dental laboratory technicians serve dental health very conscientiously, 
but recognize they are not qualified to safely and competently treat patients. 
The laboratory technician works with a knowledge of dental materials, laboratory 
instruments, and artistic concepts in support of a prescription and authorization 
of a dentist.

The American Dental Association approves of the program of education, 
experience, and testing neo. ssary to become a Certified Dental Technician. 
However, these technicians are not qualified to evaluate, diagnose, treat, or 
directly provide care for patients. In general, this group opposes "denturism." 
Actually, anyone can become a non-certified dental laboratory technician without 
any course, training, or license at all. Not even a high school diploma is required!

7. "Denturist," "denturism," and "denturity" are words fabricated by a small group of 
dental laboratory technicians without a dental degree or license, who desire to 
independently and directly treat patients without the supervision of established laws, 
or proven professional dental standards.

Some "denturists" have gained trial-and-error, on-the-job training somewhere, 
sometimes by illegally practicing dentistry. This is an obsolete professional 
education system similar to the preceptorships utilized a hundred or more years 
ago to train dentists. Ccurses that some "denturists" profess to have taken are 
short, elementary, and academically inferior to nursing school programs.

2060 SPENARD ROAD. SUITE 206 ANCHORAGE. A L A S K A  00503
TELEPHONES: OFFICE: (007) 272-4143 HOME: (007) 345-6005



A R T H U R  R . R O R A F F .  D .D .S ., M .S .
DIPLOMATE. AMERICAN BOARD OP PROSTHODONTICS
FELLOW. AMERICAN COLLEGE OF PROSTHODONTISTS

8 . Neither the American Dental Association, nor any of it's affiliated societies,
recognize, approve, examine, or accredit any "denturist" organization, group, school, or
individual.

No one is "board certified by the American Dental Association" because the 
Association does not issue any such certificates.

The American Academy of Denturity is: of questionable credentials because I have 
yet to find anyone who has heard of it.

Any schools of "denturity," if any exist, are of questionable nature because there 
is no one to examine their credentials, or certify their programs.

9. "Denturity" and "denturism" are being promoted purely under the innuendo and mirage 
of economic advantage for the people of Alaska.

Consumer and access-advocacy groups sometimes comment "We can't afford 
dentists because they charge so much." Most likely this attitude occurs because 
many patients are not aware of the complexities of modern dental care, not aware
of what happens "behind the scenes," and not aware of the great overhead
expense. The fact is that anyone providing prosthodontic services will have the
same overhead utilities, rent, salaries, supplies, etc. which consume the
major portion of a gross income. Therefore, it is not likely that consumer cost 
can be any different under "denturism," unless the proponents of this bill 
advocate either providing substandard care, or donating services with minimal net 
income.

Despite denture service fees that are considered high by many lay people, there 
are numerous general dentists, even with all their excellent education, who 
prefer not to treat edentulous patients in their practices. This is soley because 
the challenges and complexities of complete denture care and treatment 
frequently make it financially unrewarding, or at least unpredictable. With that 
as a fact, it makes no sense whatsoever to delegate denture treatment problems 
to a person with pathetically little education in patient health care.

10. A  removable partial denture can rarely be properly designed and constructed without 
altering the shape of soft tissue or tooth structure.

"Denturists" must not and cannot alter or cut teeth or soft tissue. Therefore, it 
can only be concluded "denturists" intend to routinely provide removable partial 
dentures which are inadequately designed and prepared.

The above views are my own opinions, gained from experience in the practice of 
prosthdontics. I believe they are essentially correct information, and serve as a guide 
to help retain good dental and general health for Alaskans.

Thank you.
S i n c e r e l y ,

2SSO SPENARD ROAD. SUITE 206 ANCHORAGE. A L A S K A  00503
TELEPHONES: OFFICE: <007) 272-4143 HOME: (007) 345-6005
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S U B J E C T : SB 437 - D E N T U R I S M

I W I S H  TO E M P H A T I C A L L Y  P R O T E S T  T H E  P A S S A G E  OF SB 437 W H I C H  D E A L S  
W I T H  D E N T U R I S T  LICENSING., EV E N  T H O U G H  I, AS A M E M B E R  OF THE 
D E N T A L  C O M M U N I T Y ,  AM AN O R A L  S U R G E O N  AND DO N O T  M A K E  D E N T URES, I 
F E E L  T H A T  TO P E R M I T  P O O R L Y  T R A I N E D  L A B O R A T O R Y  T E C H N I C I A N S  W O U L D  
BE V E R Y  H A R M F U L  TO THE P O P U L A T I O N  AS A WHOLE*




