


The Honorable Don Bennett 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Bennett:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am transmitting a bill that makes a number 
of relatively minor changes to AS 08 and AS 44.19 concern­
ing various boards, commissions, and councils. The most 
important change made by the bill is making uniform the 
length and limitations of terms for all occupational li­
censing boards and commissions in AS 08. This will not 
only increase the efficiency of the appointment process 
but, more importantly, will also improve the access of the' 
public to service on the boards.

The bill also includes a variety of other changes to the 
statutes governing particular boards and occupations to 
eliminate problems, ambiguities, conflicts, and outdated 
cross references. These changes have been requested by 
the particular boards, commissions, or councils them­
selves, by the attorney general's office, by the division 
of occupational licensing in the Department of Commerce 
and Economic Development, or by the division of govern­
mental coordination in the Office of Management and Bud­
get. They are explained briefly in the following sec- 
tion-by-section outline.

I urge favorable consideration of this bill to improve the 
effectiveness and the efficiency of our boards, com­
missions, and councils, and of our occupational licensing 
system.

SECTION-BY-SECTION OUTLINE

Section 1 of the bill adds to the listing of boards in 
AS 08.01.010 occupations for which licensing is required, 
but for which there is no board.

Sections 2, 3, 8, 27, 28, 29, and most of the repeals in
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sec. 36, all make uniform the length of and limits upon 
terms of members of the various occupational licensing 
boards.

Sections 4 and 5 of the bill amend AS 08.01.050 and 
08.01.070 to clarify the respective administrative duties 
of the Department of Commerce and Economic Development and 
the occupational licensing boards.

Section 6 of the bill makes ^eral amendments to
AS 08.01.100 concerning renewal, la and reinstatement
of occupational licenses. First, ' deletes the word 
"biennial," regarding renewals, m AS 08.01.100(a).
Second, it amends AS 08.01.100(b) to give the Department 
of Commerce and Economic Development authority to set the 
late renewal penalty fee by regulation after consultation 
with the appropriate board. That penalty fee is currently 
set, by statute, at only $10. The same amendment to 
AS 08.01. 100(b) is included in sec. 3 of HB 78, also .in­
troduced at my request.

The third change made to AS 08.01. 100 by sec, 6 of this 
bill is the addition of a new subsec. (c) to require that 
any applicable continuing education requirements must be 
satisfied before a license may be renewed.

Section 7 of the bill adds three new sections to AS 08.01 
authorizing the Department of Commerce and Economic Devel­
opment to issue citations for unlicensed practice of pro­
fessions for which a license is required. These provi­
sions are nearly identical to those added by sec. 5 of 
HB 151, concerning construction contractors, which was 
also recently introduced at my request.

Section 9 of the bill adds a new subsection to 
AS 08.20.130 to authorize the Board of Chiropractic 
Examiners to appoint a committee to administer examina­
tions in much the same way as does the Board of Dental 
Examiners under AS 08.36.130.

Section 10 of the bill amends AS 08.20.160 to tighten the 
issuance of temporary chiropractor licenses to only those 
who actually meet certain statutory qualifications, not to 
those who are merely "apparently" qualified.

Section 11 of the bill amends AS 08.24.090(b) by adding an 
exemption from collection agency license requirements for 
process servers appointed by Alaska courts.

Section 12 of the bill amends AS 08.40.070 to change the
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B o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s '  i n s p e c t i o n  a u t h o r i t y  to 
i n c l u d e  w o r k  b y  u n l i c e n s e d  p e r s o n s ,  n o t  j u s t  t h o s e  w h o  are 
l icensed.

S e c t i o n  13 o f  the b i l l  a m e n d s  AS 0 8 . 4 0 . 1 3 0  to r e q u i r e  t h a t  
e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  m u s t  a c t i v e l y  s u p e r v i s e  w o r k  for 
w h i c h  t h e y  a c t  as a n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d  to r e q u i r e  t h a t  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  n o t i f y  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o­
n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  w h e n  t h e y  c h a n g e  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t o r  a f f i l­
iation.

S e c t i o n  14 o f  t h e  b i l l  a m e n d s  A S  08.40. 190 to a d d  a n  e x­
p l i c i t  e x c l u s i o n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  f r o m  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
A S  08.40. T h e  s t a t e  is c u r r e n t l y  i m p l i c i t l y  e x c l u d e d  a c­
c o r d i n g  to t w o  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  i n f o r m a l  o p i n i o n s ,  1983 
Inf. Op. At t ' y .  Gen. (Dec. 20); 1 6 6 - 2 4 9 - 8 4  a n d  1979 Inf. 
Op. Att'y. Gen. (June 27); A 6 6 - 5 1 0 - 7 9 .

S e c t i o n  15 o f  the b i l l  a m e n d s  A S  0 8 . 4 8 . 3 3 1  to a d d  c o m m u - .  
n i c a t i o n s ,  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  or  b r o a d c a s t  e n g i n e e r s  t o ’ 
t h o s e  w h o  a r e  l i s t e d  as e x e m p t  f r o m  A S  08.48. T h e s e  c a t­
e g o r i e s  o f  e n g i n e e r s  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  a s s u m e d  to b e  e x­
empt, but r e c e n t l y  s o m e  q u e s t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  r a i s e d .  I n­
c l u s i o n  in t h e  l i s t i n g  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 4 8 . 3 3 1  w i l l  m a k e  s p e­
c i f i c  t h a t  e x e m p t i o n .

S e c t i o n  16 a m e n d s  A S  0 8 . 6 2 . 0 4 0 ( a )  by  a d d i n g  a p a r a g r a p h  to 
c l a r i f y  the p o w e r  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  M a r i n e  P i l o t s  to a d o p t  
p i l o t a g e  fees. T h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  a 1980 a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h i s  
s u b s e c t i o n  w a s  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  a m b i g u o u s  in t h i s  r e g a r d .

S e c t i o n s  17, 18, 21, a n d  24 o f  t h e  b i l l  a m e n d  f o u r  s e c­
ti o n s  in AS 08.64, c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  M e d i c a l  Board, to d e l e t e  
c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e s  t o  AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 0 0 ( 1 ) ,  a r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e­
m e n t  th a t  w a s  r e p e a l e d  in 1983.

S e c t i o n s  19, 20, 22, 23, a n d  25 o f  t h e  b i l l  a m e n d  five
s e c t i o n s  o f  A S  0 8 . 6 4  c o n c e r n i n g  m e d i c a l  l i c e n s i n g .  S e c­
t i o n  19 c h a n g e s  t h e  s h o r t e s t  a l l o w a b l e  d e a d l i n e  for a p p l i­
c a t i o n  to t a k e  t h e  m e d i c a l  l i c e n s e  e x a m  f r o m  40 to  120 
d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  exam. T h i s  c o r r e s p o n d s  to the d e a d l i n e  
set by the M e d i c a l  B o a r d  in 12 A A C  40.015. S e c t i o n  20 
d e l e t e s  m e n t i o n  o f  a n  o r a l  e x a m  in AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 2 0 ( a )  b e c a u s e  
o n l y  a w r i t t e n  e x a m  is given. S e c t i o n  22 a m e n d s  
AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 2 5 5  to r e q u i r e  an i n t e r v i e w  for a l l  a p p l i c a n t s  
for l i c e n s u r e ,  n o t  ju s t  a p p l i c a n t s  for l i c e n s u r e  b y  
e n d o r s e m e n t .  S e c t i o n  23 d e l e t e s  A S  08.64. 260 (b), (c) , and
(d) c o n c e r n i n g  r e t a k i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  exam, to c o n f o r m  w i t h  
a r e c e n t  c h a n g e  i n  the f o r m a t  o f  e x a m  by the N a t i o n a l  
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d s ,  Inc. F i n a l l y ,  sec. 25



o f  the b i l l  c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  l i c e n s e s  i s s u e d  by the m e d i c a l  
b o a r d  m u s t  b e  r e n e w e d  e v e r y  four years.

S e c t i o n  26 o f  the b i l l  a m e n d s  AS 08. 70.040 to c h a n g e  the 
r e q u i r e d  f r e q u e n c y  o f  m e e t i n g s  o f  the B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g  
H o m e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f r o m  t w i c e  a y e a r  to as o f t e n  as n e c­
essary.

S e c t i o n s  30 —  33 o f  the b i l l  a m e n d  s t a t u t e s  in A S  08.98 
c o n c e r n i n g  the B o a r d  o f  V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s  to c l a r i f y  
a n d  t i g h t e n  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for l i c e n s e s  and t e m p o r a r y  
p e r m i t s .

S e c t i o n s  34 a n d  35 o f  the b i l l  a m e n d  AS 44.19 155(a) and
(d) to e n l a r g e  the p o o l  o f  e l i g i b l e  m e m b e r s  on the C o a s t a l  
P o l i c y  C o u n c i l  f r o m  j u s t  m u n i c i p a l  m a y o r s  a n d  a s s e m b l y  or 
c o u n c i l  m e m b e r s ,  n o m i n a t e d  b y  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  to i n c l u d e  
o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  a r e g i o n  w h o  are n o m i n a t e d  b y  c o a s t a l 1 
r e s o u r c e  s e r v i c e  a r e a  b o a r d s .  T h i s  r e m o v a l  o f  u n n e c e s s a r y • 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r s h i p  w i l l  i m p r o v e  the a c c e s s  
o f  the p u b l i c  to s e r v e  on t h e  cou n c i l ,  a n d  w i l l  p r o v i d e  
b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  r e g i o n s  in the u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r­
ough.

S e c t i o n  36 o f  t h e  b i l l  r e p e a l s  a n u m b e r  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  in 
AS 08, m o s t  of  w h i c h  are s p e c i f i c  p r o v i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  
t he t e r m s  o f  o f f i c e  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  b o a rds, c o m­
m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  c o u n c i l s  w h i c h  are no l o n g e r  n e c e s s a r y  o r  
a p p r o p r i a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n e w  u n i f o r m  p r o v i s i o n s ,  e n a c t e d  
b y  secs. 1 —  3 o f  the b i l l ,  for all b o a r d s ,  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  
a n d  c o u n c i l s  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  AS 08. F o r  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e  
in c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e s e  r e p e a l s ,  t h e y  are listed, b e l o w  a l o n g  
w i t h  the b o a r d  or  p r o f e s s i o n  t h e y  affect:

B o a r d  of  P u b l i c  A c c o u n t a n c y  
—  B o a r d  of  B a r b e r s  a n d  H a i r d r e s s e r s

B o a r d  o f  C h i r o p r a c t o r s

B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  
B o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  
B o a r d  o f  A r c h i t e c t s ,  E n g i n e e r s ,  
a n d  L a n d  S u r v e y o r s  

G u i d e  L i c e n s i n g  a n d  C o n t r o l  B o a r d  
B o a r d  o f  M a r i n e  P i l o t s

M e d i c a l  B o a r d

AS 08 .04,.040
AS 08 .13,.020
AS 08 . 20,.025

a n d 030
AS 08 . 36,.020

a n d 025
AS 08 .40..020
AS 08 .48.,021

a n d 041
AS 08 .54..020
AS 08 .62.,020
AS 08 .64. 020

a n d 040



AS 08.68. 020
030, & 050 B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g

AS 08.70. 0 2 0 (b)
a n d (c) B o a r d  o f N u r s i n g  H o m e  A d m i n i -

s t r a t o r s
AS 08.71. 045 B o a r d  o f  D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s
AS 08.72. 020

025, & 030 B o a r d  o f E x a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y
AS 08.80. 020

a n d 105 B o a r d  o f P h a r m a c y
AS 08.86. 020

a n d 025 B o a r d  o f  P s y c h o l o g i s t  and P s y c h o­
l o g i c a l A s s o c i a t e s  E x a m i n e r s

AS 08.88. 021 R e a l  E s t a t e  C o m m i s s i o n
AS 08.98. 020

a n d 025 B o a r d  of V e t e r i n a r y  E x a m i n e r s

T h e  r e m a i n i n g  r e p e a l s  c o n t a i n e d  in sec. 36 are

(1) o f  A S  8 . 4 0 . 1 9 0 ( b ) ( 7 ) ,  a n  e x e m p t i o n  o f  l o w  v o l t­
age  w o r k  f r o m  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  l i c e n s e  r e­
qu i r e m e n t s ,  w h i c h  the B o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  has 
d e t e r m i n e d  is no l o n g e r  a p p r o p r i a t e ;

(2) o f  A S  0 8 . 5 4 . 1 4 2 ,  0 8 . 5 4 . 1 4 4 ,  0 8 . 5 4 . 1 4 6 ,
0 8 . 5 4 . i70 ( c ) , a n d  0 8 . 5 4 « 2 4 0  (5) r e q u i r i n g  a s e p a r a t e  
l i c e n s e  for t r a n s p o r t i n g  b i g  g a m e  and h u n t e r s .  The 
d i v i s i o n  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  in the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  the G u i d e  L i c e n s i n g  and 
C o n t r o l  Bo a r d ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  g a m e  in the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
F i s h  a n d  G a me, a n d  the d i v i s i o n  fi s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  p r o t e c­
t i o n  in the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f ety, all a g r e e  t h a t  
t he t r a n s p o r t i n g  l i c e n s e  is u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  r e d u n d a n t ;

(3) o f  A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 7 0 ( 5 ) ,  an e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  t h e  m e d­
ica l  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for r e s i d e n t s  a n d  i n t e r n s  
w h i c h  the M e d i c a l  B o a r d  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  is in c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 2 7 2 ,  p r o v i d i n g  for t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  for the same 
p e r s o n s  a n d  for s t u d e n t s ;  a n d

(4) o f  AS 0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 5 ( d ) ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  
for f o r e i g n  t r a i n e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  to e l i m i n a t e  the 
d i f f e r e n t  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e s e  a p p l i c a n t s  fr o m  others.

S e c t i o n  35 o f  t h e  b i l l  is a t r a n s i t i o n  _ ■••'sion t h a t  
s t a t e s  t h a t  n o  p r o v i s i o n  o f  the b i l l  is ir.tenc._ to a f f e c t  
t h e  u n e x p i r e d  t e r m  o f  a c u r r e n t  bo a r d ,  comm. ion, or  
c o u n c i l  m e m b e r .
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P l e a s e  join v/ith a l l  o f  the a f f e c t e d  b o a r d s ,  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  
a n d  c o u n c i l s  in th i s  e f f o r t  to i m p r o v e  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  and 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  to s t r e a m l i n e  t h e i r  
statutes.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Bill S h e f f i e l d  
G o v e r n o r
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