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Construction worker has reindeer under feet
By BOB WOEHLER
Herald co lum n ist.

Prudhoe Bay,^ commuter r
Ronald McDonald, above,; 
is a construction worker 
from Kennewick who com­
mutes 3,000 miles every 
four weeks to his job on the 
oil fields off the shores 
of the
Arctic Ocean. uB  A

If you go north to Alaska past 
the Arctic Circle, up around Prud­
hoe Bay, you won’t hear reindeer 
on the rooftop, but you m ay hear 
reindeer under the floor.

That’s what Ronald McDonald 
says.

Before you think I’m talking 
about some clown who sells ham­
burgers, let m e straighten you 
out. The Ronald McDonald I’m 
re fe rrin g  to is a construction 
worker from Kennewick who com

\  _____  m u t e s  3 ,0 0 (
m i le s

000 
e v e r y  

four weeks to 
his job on the 
sh o re s  of the 
Arctic Ocean.
M c D o n a l d  

has been doing 
t h i s  f o r  tw o  
y e a r s  a n d  
swears he’s not 
g e t t i n g  s t i r  

crazy when he talks about re­
indeer rubbing their antlers under 
the floor.

He said in the spring and sum­
mer, Alaska’s mosquitos are  at 
their nastiest, “and you have to 
experience those mosquitoes to 
believe them .”

The reindeer seek any kind of 
relief from the constant buzzing 
and biting, but shelter is hard to 
find when the nearest tree is about 
500 miles south.

Construction workers like Me 
Donald, who work in the oil fields 
just off the Arctic Ocean, live in 
dormitories built on stilts because 
permafrost prevents normal foun­
dations.

Often the floor is three to four 
feet above the ground, just nght 
for a reindeer to hunker down for 
a  little protection from the pesky 
mosquitos.

“ We hear their antlers scratch­
ing along the floor. I t’s a strange 
sensation ”
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Another strange sensation for 
IcDonald is the change in tem- 
eratures between the Arctic and 
ie Tri-Cities, although this w inter 

^he weather played a dirty trick.
‘When I cam e home in Decem­

ber, it was 28 degrees a t Prudhoe 
Bay and 12 degrees in the Tri-Cit- 
ies. I a lm o s t w anted to tu rn  
around and go back north.”

But he remem bers one time last 
spring when it was 35 below a t 
Prudhoe Bay, with the wind chill 
about 60 below. “ I stepped off the 
plane a t Pasco into 85-degree tem ­
peratures and kept stripping off 
clothas the closer I got to hom e."

Generally, McDonald wears an 
entire suitcase of clothes when 
working in the Arctic, where he 
s a y s  th e  t e m p e r a tu r e  o n c e  
reached a wind chill factor of 138 
degrees below.

Typical garb for a dav of work­
ing on the ice-coverea Beaufort 
Sea is starting out with therm al 
underwear and a couple pair of 
wool socks, followed by som e 
goose-down coveralls, a wool sh irt 
or two, heavy insulated pants and 
an Arctic parka with hood.

A face m ask and several pair of 
mittens completes the outfit, ex­
cept for special heavy thick rub­
ber-insulated military-type boots 
called "bunny boots.”

“ You aren ’t too nimble. Ju s t 
putting it on makes you tired .”

It also helps to have a beard and 
most of the workers a t the oil 
fields do, said  McDonald, who 
sports a full, curly beard. . . . . .  .

McDonald lam ents he’s seen 
very little of the Alaska pictured 
in tourist brochures.

“ I spend most of my tim e hang­
ing around the Anchorage airport 
and the rest working, and when 
you’ve spent 15 minutes a t P rud ­
hoe Bay you’ve seen all there is to 
see in the Arctic."

There is one Arctic habit Mc­
Donald finds especially hard  to 
break.

“ In Alaska, we keep the vehi­
cles running all the time because 
it’s so cold. When I come home, I 
forget and leave the family c a r’s 
engine running. I usually catch it 
from my wife Chris.”

Added his wife: “We also have 
to watch him (at the store) when 
he first comes home. Because up 
there he can pick up what he 
wants a t the company store with­
out paying.”
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Hotline set up for 
North Slope Hkers

Historici\
By TRICIA OLSEN
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ODAY
7:30—Animal Control Commis- 
»n m eeting, Borough Building 
Icha Room. Inform ation: 456- 
>7.
’:30—Interior Democrats meet- 
* fo r H ouse D is tr ic ts  18-21, 
rpenter’s Union Hall, 315 Fifth 
e. Information: 479-2628.

UESDAY________
a.m.—Randolph for Governor 

mce com m ittee meeting, Jef- 
y’s R estauran t. Inform ation: 
2051.
a .m .-2:30—Blood d raw s a t 
rb a n k s  C o m m u n ity  B lood 

ik, Fairbanks Memorial Hospit- 
xxon Room. Donors of all types 
led, appointments preferred, 
rmation: 452-8181, ext. 467. 
ion—Credit Women Interna- 
il meeting, Elks Lodge. Nata- 
homas from the Fairbanks Co- 
ative Extension Service will 
k. Information: 456-6671.
0—House Judiciary Commit- 
ublic hearing on HB438, histor- 
preservation, Legislative In- 
ation Office, 315 Barnette St. 
mation: 452-4448. 
m.—PEO Sisterhood Chapter 
eting, Dorothy Green’s home, 
L6th Ave. Inform ation: 456-

m.—Borough Planning Com- 
on meeting, Borough Assem- 
hambers, 809 Pioneer Road, 
nation: 452-4761. 
n.—‘‘Jury  of Her Peers” and 
Stout’s Garden” films celeb- 

! Women’s History Month, 
V i e n  U h r n r v  i n f o — - * -----

JUNEAU (A P )-A  hotline for 
North Slope w orkers with com­
plaints or comments about Alas­
ka’s labor policy begins working to­
day, giving oil and construction 
workers who normally are on duty 
during Department of Labor office 
hours a chance to contact state offi­
cials.
. The idea for a hotline grew of out 

of labor officials’ recent three-day 
trip to Prudhoe Bay, where work­
ers said they had little chance to 
comment on local hire, wage issues 
or health and safety.

“ It was not all that simple for 
som eone with a problem  to get 
ahold of us, especially since many 
of the folks up there work 12 hours a 
d ay —7 in the  m orn ing  to 7 a t 
night—and can’t get ahold of us,” 
said Deputy Labor Commissioner 
Bob Landau.

Landau said communication was 
fu rth e r ham pered by a lack  of 
phones th a t  could m ake long­
distance calls.

The hotline number is based in 
Prudhoe Bay, so North Slope work-

There was very little vehicle traf­
fic on the stretch of Noyes Slough 
outside my window this weekend.

Even so, it was pretty much the 
sam e mix we have become accus­
to m e d  to —a b o u t h a l f  th re e -  
wheelers and half snow m achir"\ 
M ost of the d riv e rs  w ere very  
young, few  w ore h e lm ets  and 
almost without exception, all were 
driving very fast. None Sunday 
were what I think of as worst-case 
exam ples—speeding youngsters 
towing toddlers in saucers, which 
we saw  from  tim e t o  t im e  l a s t  
w i n t e r .

e rs  can  c on lo ca l lin es , 
although the calls will be channeled 
to the Labor Department office in 
Anchorage.

During the regular working day, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., callers will have to 
compete for a limited number of 
lines into the departm ent’s tempor­
ary quarters, where it was moved 
because of health problems in its 
regular Anchorage building.

From 5 p.m. to midnight, howev­
er, North Slope workers will have a 
dedicated line, answered by de­
partm ent staffers who will work 
shifts to answer the calls, said Don 
Wilson, deputy director of labor 
standards.

Wilson could not estim ate how 
much it will cost to operate the hot­
line, and said he presumes Gov. Bill 
Sheffield’s office will pay for the 
program. The governor’s office did 
not have an estim ate of the cost.

Sheffield said in a news release 
that he expects the hotline to be 
operated for a  three-month trial 
period.

The hotline number is 659-2323.

m ystery.
F o r the la s t year, Cole, 

Alaska historian and author, 
been toying with the pieces i 
puzzle in a sm all p ro jec t 
jokingly calls “ the opposite 
Michener, both in scope and p 
fitability.”

Cole is the author of a book 
E .T . B arn e tte , the  m an w 
founded Fairbanks, and an A1 
ka Geographic book on Non 
He has been editor of The Alas 
Journal for three years.

As keynote sp ea k e r a t t 
Tanana-Yukon Historical Soc 
ty banquet Saturday night, C< 
joked about his friendly obs< 
sion with the word Klondike 
and the m ystery that surroun 
it.

Cole sa id  “ K lond ike”  is 
twisted version of the Han Inc 
an  w o rd  “ T ro n - d u ic k .”  
W hitehorse linguist told Coi 
that the Yukon traders who pn 
ceded  th e  m in e rs  som eho1 
changed the n am e to “ Troi

Leisure left behind, as
wall vehicles. Still, it does illustrate 
what has been happening on the 
slough o v er the p a s t  couple of 
years.

Up to that time, whole families 
strolled past, som etimes towing a 

' youngster on a sled. Another family 
we looked forward to seeing saun­
tered by with children riding on a 
placid horse. We had dog team s and 

girls on a snowmachine drove slow- skiiers and runners and walkers, 
ly past in the other direction. Two and one youngster skijoring behind 
kids whizzed by on a motor bike and . a friendly dog. Occasionally the re- 
earlier in the day, a bicyclist, un- sident m o o s e  would climb t h e  bank 
m o t o r i z e d ,  c h u g g e d  u p s t r e a m .  T h e  t n i n o v  **--



ro
liis

!*
) 

rli
tr

al
ru

'?
 

•’’S
'J

f 
Pr

 
> 

<»
r«

'.q
Pa

nl
ns

ul
a 

Cl
ar

io
n 

M
ar

ch
 1

8,
19

86
 

Pa
g*

 3

Lo
ca

l 
h

ir
e 

h
o

tl
in

e 
ta

p
s 

S
lo

p
e 

w
or

ke
rs

ka ds
 in

 bo
tul

ism
A

la
sk

a 
(A

P)
 —

 T
he

 n
um

be
r o

f 
A

la
sk

a r
os

e d
ra

m
at

ic
al

ly
 la

st
 y

ea
r, 

ic
al

ly
 h

ig
h 

ra
te

 o
f t

he
 d

is
ea

se
 th

at
 

al
s a

ttr
ib

ut
e 

to
 tr

ad
iti

on
al

 m
et

ho
ds

 o
f

as
es

 o
f b

ot
ul

is
m

 p
oi

so
ni

ng
 in

 19
85

,
119

84
, o

ff
ic

ia
ls

 a
t t

he
 st

at
e 

ae
sa

id
.

gh
es

t r
at

e 
of

 b
ot

ul
is

m
 in

 th
e w

or
ld

,”
. 

da
ug

h,
 st

at
e 

ep
id

em
io

lo
gi

st
. T

he
 

pr
od

uc
es

 a 
to

xi
n 

th
at

 ca
n 

ca
us

e m
us

- 
al

ys
is

 a
nd

 d
ea

th
, 

ne
tim

es
 is

 fo
un

d 
in

 im
pr

op
er

ly
 

ed
 fo

od
s. 

In
 ru

ra
l A

la
sk

a,
 h

om
e-

 
pe

ar
s t

o 
be

 a
 b

ig
 o

ff
en

de
r.

tse
ioa

d p
ea

ks
- T

he
 A

la
sk

a S
ta

 te
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 fo

r 
rd

 fr
om

 m
or

e 
th

an
 3,

50
0 p

eo
pl

e i
n 

nt
in

ue
d 

a s
te

ad
y 

ca
se

lo
ad

 in
cr

ea
se

 
ag

en
cy

.
s 

th
is

 w
ee

k 
ar

e 
lo

ok
in

g o
f t

he
 co

m
- 

la
l r

ep
or

t, 
w

hi
ch

 sh
ow

ed
 m

or
e 

ca
se

s,
 

nd
 m

or
e i

nq
ui

rie
s t

ha
n 

th
e a

ge
nc

y 
th

e p
ea

k 
of

 in
qu

iri
es

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e y

ea
rs

 
be

in
g 

bu
ilt

.
:ia

ls 
ha

ve
 sa

id
 th

ey
 ho

pe
 th

e s
ta

tis
tic

s 
ig

et
 cu

ts
 a

s t
he

 st
at

e 
tr

ie
s t

o m
ak

e u
p

tic
 in

cr
ea

se
 in

 th
e n

um
be

r o
f n

ew
ly

 
he

 a
ge

nc
y 

m
us

t r
ep

or
t t

ha
t i

ts
 in

- 
jro

ce
ss

 a
t t

he
 cl

os
e o

f t
he

 y
ea

r 
tw

ic
e t

he
 si

ze
 o

f 1
98

3 y
ea

r-
en

d 
in

- 
ar

oa
ch

in
g 

th
e a

ll-
tim

e r
ec

or
d 

le
ve

ls
 

jip
el

in
e c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

da
ys

,"
 sa

id
 th

e

oa
d f

ina
nc

ed

By
SU

EC
RO

SS
 

As
so

cia
te

d 
Pr

es
s w

rit
er

JU
N

EA
U

 
—

 A
 h

ot
lin

e 
fo

r 
N

or
th

 
Sl

op
e 

w
or

ke
rs

 
w

ith
 

co
m

pl
ai

nt
s 

or
 

co
m

m
en

ts
 a

bo
ut

 A
la

sk
a’

s 
la

bo
r p

ol
ic

y 
be

ga
n 

w
or

ki
ng

 M
on

da
y,

 g
iv

in
g 

oi
l a

nd
 

co
ns

tru
ct

io
n 

s/
or

ke
rs

 
w

ho
 

no
rm

al
ly

 
ar

e 
on

 d
ut

y 
du

rin
g 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t 

of
 

La
bo

r o
ff

ic
e 

ho
ur

s 
a 

ch
an

ce
 to

 c
on

ta
ct

 
st

at
e 

of
fic

ia
ls

.
Th

e 
id

ea
 f

or
 a

 h
ot

lin
e 

gr
ew

 o
f o

ut
 o

f 
la

bo
r o

ff
ic

ia
ls

’ r
ec

en
t t

hr
ee

-d
ay

 tr
ip

 to
 

Pr
ud

ho
e 

B
ay

, w
he

re
 w

or
ke

rs
 sa

id
 th

ey
 

ha
d 

lit
tle

 c
ha

nc
e 

to
 c

om
m

en
t o

n 
lo

ca
l 

hi
re

, w
ag

e i
ss

ue
s o

r h
ea

lth
 a

nd
 sa

fe
ty

.

“I
t w

as
 n

ot
 a

ll 
th

at
 si

m
pl

e 
fo

r s
om

e­
on

e 
w

ith
 a

 p
ro

bl
em

 to
 g

et
 a

ho
ld

 o
f u

s, 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 s
in

ce
 m

an
y 

of
 t

he
 fo

lk
s 

up
 

th
er

e 
w

or
k 

12
 h

ou
rs

 a
 d

ay
 —

 7
 in

 t
he

 
m

or
ni

ng
 to

 7
 a

t n
ig

ht
 —

 a
nd

 c
an

’t 
ge

t 
ah

ol
d 

of
 

us
,”

 
sa

id
 

D
ep

ut
y 

La
bo

r 
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 B
ob

 L
an

da
u.

La
nd

au
 

sa
id

 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

n 
w

as
 

fu
rt

he
r h

am
pe

re
d 

by
 a

 la
ck

 o
f p

ho
ne

s 
th

at
 c

ou
ld

 m
ak

e 
lo

ng
-d

is
ta

nc
e 

ca
lls

. 
T

he
 

ho
tli

ne
 

nu
m

be
r 

is
 

ba
se

d 
in

 
Pr

ud
ho

e 
B

ay
, s

o 
N

or
th

 S
lo

pe
 w

or
ke

rs
 

ca
n 

ca
ll 

it 
on

 lo
ca

l l
in

es
, a

lth
ou

gh
 th

e 
ca

lls
 w

ill
 b

e 
ch

an
ne

le
d 

to
 t

he
 L

ab
or

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

ffi
ce

 in
 A

nc
ho

ra
ge

.

D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

re
gu

la
r 

w
or

ki
ng

 d
ay

, 
8 

a.
m

. 
to

 4
 p

.m
., 

ca
lle

rs
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

to
 

co
m

pe
te

 fo
r 

a 
lim

ite
d 

nu
m

be
r o

f l
in

es
 

in
to

 
th

e 
de

pa
rt

m
en

t’s
 

te
m

po
ra

ry
 

qu
ar

te
rs

, w
he

re
 it

 w
as

 m
ov

ed
 b

ec
au

se
 

of
 h

ea
lth

 p
ro

bl
em

s 
in

 i
ts

 r
eg

ul
ar

 A
n­

ch
or

ag
e b

ui
ld

in
g.

Fr
om

 5
 p

.m
. 

to
 m

id
ni

gh
t, 

ho
w

ev
er

, 
N

or
th

 
Sl

op
e 

w
or

ke
rs

 
w

ill
 

ha
ve

 
a 

de
di

ca
te

d 
lin

e,
 a

ns
w

er
ed

 b
y 

de
pa

rt
­

m
en

t 
st

af
fe

rs
 w

ho
 w

ill
 w

or
k 

sh
ift

s 
to

 
an

sw
er

 t
he

 c
al

ls
, 

sa
id

 D
on

 W
ils

on
, 

de
pu

ty
 d

ir
ec

to
r o

f l
ab

or
 st

an
da

rd
s.

W
it

ne
ss

 t
es

ti
fie

s 
Pe

el
 u

se
d 

hi
m

 f
or

 a
lib

i
K

E
T

C
H

IK
A

N
, 

A
la

sk
a 

(A
P)

 —
 Jo

hn
 K

en
ne

th
 P

ee
l’s

 
fo

rm
er

 
sk

ip
pe

r 
te

st
if

ie
d 

M
on

da
y 

th
at

 P
ee

l m
ay

 h
av

e 
tr

ie
d 

to
 u

se
 h

im
 to

 s
et

 u
p 

an
 

al
ib

i 
af

te
r 

al
l 

ei
gh

t 
cr

ew
 

m
em

be
rs

 o
f t

he
 f

is
hi

ng
 b

oa
t 

In
ve

st
or

 w
er

e k
ill

ed
.

O
n 

hi
s 

se
ve

nt
h 

da
y 

of
 

qu
es

tio
ni

ng
, 

L
ar

ry
 

D
em

- 
m

er
t 

Jr
.. 

sa
id

 
th

at
 

af
te

r 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

19
82

 s
la

yi
ng

s 
oc

­
cu

rr
ed

 a
bo

ar
d 

th
e 

In
ve

st
or

, 
Pe

el
 s

tr
es

se
d 

hi
s 

pr
es

en
ce

 
on

 D
em

m
er

t’s
 b

oa
t, 

th
e 

Li
b­

by
 8

. B
ot

h 
bo

at
s w

er
e 

tie
d 

up
 

at
 th

e s
am

e 
do

ck
 in

 C
ra

ig
.

“I
 t

hi
nk

 h
e 

w
as

 t
ry

in
g 

to
 

te
ll 

m
e 

he
 w

as
 o

n 
th

e 
bo

at
 

(L
ib

by
 8

) 
M

on
da

y 
ni

gh
t,”

 
th

e 
ni

gh
t 

of
 

th
e 

sl
ay

in
gs

, 
D

em
m

er
t 

sa
id

. 
“I

 t
hi

nk
 h

e 
sa

id
, ‘

D
on

’t 
yo

u 
re

m
em

be
r, 

I 
w

as
 o

n 
th

e b
oa

t?
’”

D
em

m
er

t’s
 

re
co

lle
ct

io
n 

ca
m

e 
du

ri
ng

 
ho

ur
s 

of
 

cr
os

s-
ex

am
in

at
io

n 
at

 
th

e 
ha

nd
s 

of
 

P
hi

ll
ip

 
P

au
l 

W
ei

dn
er

, 
on

e 
of

 
P

ee
l’s

 
de

fe
ns

e 
la

w
ye

rs
. 

W
ei

dn
er

ag
ai

n 
ha

m
m

er
ed

 a
t 

D
em

­
m

er
t’s

 
un

ce
rt

ai
n 

re
co

l­
le

ct
io

ns
 o

f 
de

ta
ils

 s
ur

ro
un

­
di

ng
 th

e s
la

yi
ng

s.
Pe

el
, 

25
, 

of
 B

el
lin

gh
am

, 
W

as
h.

, 
is

 a
cc

us
ed

 o
f 

ki
lli

ng
 

th
e 

In
ve

st
or

 c
re

w
 a

nd
 t

he
n 

se
tti

ng
 th

e 
bo

at
 a

fi
re

 to
 h

id
e 

ev
id

en
ce

 
of

 
th

e 
cr

im
e.

 
D

em
m

er
t, 

a 
ke

y 
pr

os
ec

ut
io

n 
w

itn
es

s,
 l

as
t 

w
ee

k 
te

st
ifi

ed
 

he
 s

aw
 P

ee
l s

ta
nd

in
g 

on
 th

e 
do

ck
 w

ith
 a

 ri
fle

 th
e 

ni
gh

t o
f 

th
e k

ill
in

gs
.

W
ei

dn
er

 t
rie

d 
M

on
da

y 
to

po
rt

ra
y 

D
em

m
er

t, 
26

, 
as

 a
 

m
an

 
w

ho
 

ha
d 

a 
V

al
iu

m
 

ha
ng

ov
er

 a
nd

 w
as

 a
fr

ai
d 

of
 

be
in

g 
p

ro
se

cu
te

d
 

fo
r 

w
ith

ho
ld

in
g 

ev
id

en
ce

 w
he

n 
he

 a
pp

ea
re

d 
be

fo
re

 a
 1

98
4 

gr
an

d 
ju

ry
.

“Y
ou

 w
er

e 
ha

rd
en

in
g 

yo
ur

 
te

st
im

on
y 

in
 1

98
4, 

w
er

en
’t 

yo
u,

 L
ar

ry
?’

 W
ei

dn
er

 s
ai

d.
 

Th
e 

de
fe

ns
e 

ar
gu

es
 t

ha
t 

in
­

ve
st

ig
at

or
s 

in
ti

m
id

at
ed

 
D

em
m

er
t 

to
 t

es
tif

y 
ag

ai
ns

t 
Pe

el
, 

a 
lo

ng
-ti

m
e 

fr
ie

nd
.



: Fairbanks Unemployi 
.400° i

FESTIVALX I 
VIARCH 7-16/19^6

Outsiders getting Slope jobs? 
Facts are tough to determine

S in d y  S k ile - .W e r e  a t  w o r k  
la n d  p a r k in g  lo t .  T i l e  t r io  
g i i \ o f  t h e  s c u lp t u r e s  w i l l  

Mike Bclroscy News-Mincr

FAIRBANKSjE

By STAN JONES 
Staff Writer 

Are A laskans be ing  kicked off of 
North Slope jobs ites and rep laced 
by Outsiders?

O r is it  a m atter of un ion workers, 
A laskan and non-Alaskan, be ing 
d isp laced  by non-union workers, 
also A laskan and non-Alaskan?

W hile  anecdotes and arguments 
abound, hard data on one of the 
most pass io n a te ly  debated sub­
jects in  the state are as hard to find 
as $30-dollar o il.

On one hand are A laska’s labor 
un ions w ith  ta les of jctloads of o il­
f ie ld  hands from  Lou is ia n a  and 
T exas  lo om in g  over Anchorage 
and  F a irb ank s ''b jr tk f iir w ay to 
Prudhoe B a y , w ilh i& S th e ro  ac­
cents th ick enough lo c lu g a d r f l'  b it 
and pointy-toed boots a ftlrp  c n V g b . 
to s lic e  permafrost. '•

On the other a rc  o il i f ’d;pjnic3 
and o il industry con lrac qfslwast- 
ing  of Alaska-hirc rn le jfo f W  per­
cent and more, and repbrtlng'Alas- 
ka-first h ire  po lic ies going back to 
the m id  1970s. , y .  ’

Who's right? - *!:
W hat facts are ava ilab le  suggest 

that substantia l numbers of Outsid­
ers w ere  w o rk in g  on the N orth  
Slope w e ll before the issue cam e to 
a head as the o il companies moved 
to m er it contracting this year, and 
that substantia l numbers are s t ill 
at work on the Slope.

U n t il the end of 1985, most o il 
com pany  contracts on the North 
Slope went to un io n  f irm s , as re­
qu ired  by pro ject labor agreements 
signed in  the mid-70s to assure a 
ready, steady labo r supp ly during 
construction of the trans A laska 
p ip e lin e .

W hen the agreem ents exp ired ,

J O B L E S S  B E N E F I T S — F e b r u a r y  u n e m p l o y m e n t  in  
F a i r b a n k s  r o s e  f r o m  3,024 p e o p le  la s t  y e a r  to  3.856 t h is  
y e a r ,  a n  in c r e a s e  o f  27.5 p e r c e n t .  T h e  c h a r t  s h o w s  h o w  
m a n y  F a i r b a n k s a n s  r e c e iv e d  r e g u la r  o r  e x t e n d e d  u n ­
e m p lo y m e n t  b e n e f i t s  d u r i n g  a n  a v e r a g e  w e e k  i n  F e b r u  
a r y .  T h e  F e b r u a r y  jo b le s s  c o u n t  b o t t o m e d  o u t  in  1981, at 
2,290 p e o p le ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  r i s in g  e v e r  s in c e .  S in c e  tne  
lo w  p o in t ,  i t ’s  u p  m o r e  t h a n  68 p e r c e n t .

Scum: Alaska Department o labor

how ever, the o il companies sw it c h ­
ed to m erit contracting , m e a n in g  
u n io n  and non-union f irm s a lik e  
cou ld  b id for the  work. The resu lt 
k as been a substantia l loss of u n io n  
j  bs, w ith  the o il companies who 
is sue  the con tra c ts  say ing t h e ir  
goa l is to g ive  about h a ll the w o n  to 
un ion  contractors and aoout h a lf  to 
non-union.

Bu t whether th e  fraction at O u t­
s iders has gone up , gone dowta, or 
stayed about the  sam e under m e r it  
contracting  is  u n c le a r, a lthough  an 
A laska D epartm ent of L ab o r sur­
vey  now in  progress m aysbed M im e  
lig h t on the question w ith in  a  few  
weelcs.

F ir s t  the past. W hat was the A la i-  
ka- h irc  ra te  b e fo re  m e r it  c o n ­
tracting?

The most po inted ev idence ms the 
sub je ct is a s tudy the labor d ep a rt­
m en t conducted last year, e x a m in ­
in g  the non-resident h ire both b y  in ­
dustry category and  by geograph ic  
area for the y ea r 1984.

T he  A laska industry em p ie y in g  
the largest fra c t io n  of O u ts id e r*  
was food processing, w ,th 65 per­
cent non-residents on tse p a y ro ll .

B y  con tra s t , h e a v y  c o n s t r u c ­
t io n—sta tew id e . not y is t ott d ie  
North Slope—was eighth on th e  lis t , 
w ith  non-residents m a t in g  _jp 32 
percent of its payro ll. "O il ants gas 
m in in g .” w h ich  is  the labor d ep a rt­
m en t’s c la ss if ica tion  fo r the  pet­
r o le u m  in d u s t r y ,  w a s  22nd 
statewide, w ith  24 percent of i u  e m ­
p loyees non-residents.

And on the N orth  Slope? M im ing  
('virtually a ll of w h ich  w ou ld  n a ve  
been o il and gas m in ing) and  co n ­
s truc t io n  (w h ich  would h a v e  in ­
c luded  North S lope Borough pro- 

\(See JOBS, back page>

nion members brace for long layoffs
By STA N  JO N E S  

Stnff Writer
reception ist, and Bob Showalter fi- 
fliirnn ho m lffh l hnvo  In  *o ll h in

panics who operate Prudhoe Bay p a n y  c o n s t ru c t io n  and m a.u ile-
rhonooH flinlr rorrnCtfrUT prOTO* »VnV c|.,,
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TLING UP—Tom and P a t Brown used their 1985 income tax refund to pay off a 
h of small bills. When Tom lost his job on the North Slope, they asked their 
itors to hold off until the tax refund arrived. Also shown is Rusty, their Golden 
iever. Rusty’s full name: Sir Russell, Son of Bristol. Stnn r" nes/News-Miner
e n s te in , an d  S h o w a lte r  
d Fairbanks these days, and 
far worse, facts and figures 
overall impact of the situa- 

i the North Slope are hard to 
by.
question is, how many Fair- 
ans ac tua lly  work on the 
Slope? The most recent data 
•- point are now four years old, 
; been collected in 1982. Dur- 
survey of oil-related work- 
in the Slope, state  resear- 
found 1,094 Fairbanksans at 
T hat figure p resum ably  

itates the real number, be- 
sonie North Slope workers 

Fairbanks would have been 
ve during the survey. Nor 
t take into account jobs in

ular or unextended unemployment 
benefits each week, up from just 
over 3,000 a year earlier. That’s an 
increase of more than 27 percent.

The February figure has been 
rising steadily  since 1981, when 
only about 2,300 F a irb an k sa n s  
were getting benefits. January  and 
February are historically the peak 
unem ploym ent m onths in F a ir ­
banks, partly because of the sea­
sonal ch a rac te r  of construction 
work.

ports processing 27 foreclosures in , 
January and March of this year. 
Last year, they handled nine in the 
sam e period of time.

On a sm aller scale, Tom Brown 
notes that there’s a house for sale 
on just about every block on his 
street.

The fact that the February job­
less count has been rising for five 
years could mean that—if it is re­
lated to conditions on the North 
Slope—it reflects an ongoing slow­
down, probably because the initial
nhocn of nnnfiiwrf 11« * V* o J.

Whatever the statistics mean, all 
the laid off workers feel that their 
p erso n al h a rd sh ip s—com bined 
with the plight of others in the same 
boat—will eventually mean hard 
times for Fairbanks as a whole, if 
they haven't already.

“ I bought a house here, my kids 
are in school here, I support F air­
banks activities, I pay assessments

(Continued from page 1) 
jects as well as oil industry pro 
jects) employed about 38 percen; 
non-residents in 1984, according U 
the survey.

Another labor departm ent sur 
vey, conducted in January 1985, fo 
cused on specific oil industry con 
tractors, some union and some not 
and found non-resident hire level* 
running from zero to 37 percent.

But that was before merit con 
t ra d in g  took hold. W hat’s hap­
pened on Alaska hire since then? 
Because it happened only a few 
weeks ago, facts and figures are 
virtually nonexistent. The few that 
ex is t suggest th a t A laska hire 
ratios still vary widely.

ARCO Alaska Inc. encourages its 
contractors to hire as many Alas­
kans as possible and gets regular 
Alaska-hire reports from them dur­
ing the course of their work.

In early March, ARCO’s contrac­
tors reported Alaska hire ratios 
ranging from 52 percent to 97 per­
cent, according to figures provided 
by Lee Nunn, ARCO’s North Slope 
construction manager.

Of the two contractors on Nunn's 
list that reported the lowest Alaska 
hire ratios, one was union and one 
was non-union.

The union firm was H.C. Price, 
which employed 83 percent Alas­
kans on a work force of 227 people. 
But Nunn noted that on large jobs, 
such as the i.-rice contract, it is 
often hard to find enough Alaskans 
to fill all the slots.

The non-union f irm  with the 
lowest Alaska-hire ratio  was Veco. 
Inc., a frequent object of the critic­
ism  of A laska-h ire  ad v o ca tes . 
Veco’s low figure of 52 percent 
came on a small, 25-worker job in­
volving the installation of high vol­
tage outside power lines. Accord­
ing to Nunn, most Alaskans who 
can work high voltage outside pow­
er lines work for utilities, and don't 
need or want to face the rigors of 
the North Slope to find a job, m ean­
ing the specialists had to be im ­
ported.

Veco is also doing a pipeline job 
for ARCO at Kuparuk, a new oil­
field near Prudhoe, said Nunn. On 
that job, Veco started out with ab-
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The fact that the February job­
less count has been rising for five 
years could mean that—if it is re ­
lated to conditions on the North 
Slope—it reflects an ongoing slow­
down, probably because the initial 
phase of opening up the oilfields 
was substantially completed by the 
1980s, with the inauguration of 
merit contracting providing an ex­
tra  boost this winter.

Other indicators also suggest an 
economy beginning to come under 
stress. Fairbanks Title Agency re-

Service said Fairbanks is “on the 
warm  side of a cool air m ass.” The 
spring equinox, the point at which 
we have 12 hours of sunshine, will 
arrive within a week. With the in­
creasing  sunshine, norm al high 
tem peratures increase by nearly a 
degree per day, P arker said. It was 
around 30 degrees today.

Parker said he expects the pat­
tern to hold for a few more days.

The only cold people Saturday 
were probably those that took a dip 
in the airport gravel pit as part of 
the Alaska Subarctic Dive Club’s 
Ice Dive.

Henry Storrs, 66, Doug Thomas, 
27, and Brian Fulkerson, 18, all 
plunged through a hole in the ice for 
a look at the bottom of the gravel 
pit. The bottom wasn’t too interest­
ing, Thomas said but he could see 
people above him on the 29 inches of 
ice.

The Alaska Trappers Association 
held three auctions Saturday be­
fore, during, and a fte r the dog 
races. The association took 10 per­
cent of the proceeds from the sales. 
This was the first year auctions 
have been held.

A parachuting exhibition down- 1 
town was apparently called off as 
no parachutists appeared at the 
scheduled time.

the laid off workers feel that their 
p erso n al h a rd sh ip s—com bined 
with the plight of others in the sam e 
boat—will eventually mean hard 
times for Fairbanks as a whole, if 
they haven’t already.

"I bought a house here, my kids 
are  in school here, I support F air­
banks activities, I pay assessments 
on my house," said Roberts.

“People in Fairbanks have got to 
realize this question of local hire is 
not limited to the hard-hat working 
man. I t’s going to affect the lady in 
the flower shop, the guy cleaning 
the bank at night, the gas. station 
guys.”

SCHEDULE . . .
(Continued from page 1) 

at Birch Hill, finish at Graehl Park.
lOa.m ,-5 p.m.—F ur Sale, Gavora 

Mall.
Noon—Snow m achine C lassic, 

P ike’s Landing on Chena River
l p .m .—Open North American 

Sled Dog Cham pionship R aces, 
Second Avenue.

1 p .m .—O utcry  F u r  A uction, 
parking lot across from Co-op.

1:30 p.m.—Children's Scramble 
for cash , p rizes and soda pop, 
Second Avenue.

1:30 p .m .—P a r k a  P a r a d e ,  
Second Avenue.

1:30 p.m.—Snowshoe Challenge 
Race, Second Avenue, immediate­
ly after s ta rt of sled dog races.

2:30 p .m .—Snowshoe/Softball 
Classic, Griffin Park.

3 p.m .—Judging for Ice Sculp­
tu re  C ontest, S cu lp tu re  P a rk , 
Alaskaland.

7 p .m .—A laska Dog M ushers 
Association Banquet, T ravelers 
Inn.

8:30 p.m.—Fireworks at Griffin ’ 
Park.

An Ice Festival button is good for 
a free  ride on the M etropolitan 
Area Commuter System through 
today.

can woiK nigii vouage ouisiae pow­
er lines work for utilities, and don’t 
need or want to face the rigors of 
the North Slope to find a job, mean­
ing the specialists had to be im ­
ported.

Veco is also doing a pipeline job 
for ARCO at Kuparuk, a new oil­
field near Prudhoe, said Nunn. On 
that job, Veco started out with ab­
out 70 percent Alaskans on the wo rk 
force, but has brought the figure up 
to about 80 percent recently. Pipe­
line welding is another specialty 
that frequently requires imported 
specialists, Nunn said.

Alaska hire advocates, however, 
caution that the oil industry’s unau­
dited figures on Alaska hire should 
be taken with a  grain of salt. ;

The state  labor departm ent is 
completing its own survey of 106 oil 
industry contractors on the North 
Slope. All but nine have cooper­
ated, according to Deputy Director 
Don Wilson of the Division of Labor 
Standards and Safety.

So far, said Wilson, the partial re­
sults indicate th a t Alaska-based 
companies have high Alaska-hire 
ra tio s , while the Outside-based 
firms have up to 60 or 70 percent 
non-residents on their payrolls. ;

But the nine holdouts employ 
perhaps 50 percen t of the work 
force on the North Slope, he noted, 
meaning the results could change 
drastically once their figures are 
in.

The ho ldou ts, w hich include 
Veco, say that providing the data 
Wilson w ants could v iolate the 
privacy of their employees or put 
p roprietary  information into th£ 
hands of their competitors. Wilson 
said he will go to court to get the 
in fo rm ation  soon if they don’t 
comply. •

In 1783, the first of a series of six 
earthquakes struck southern Italy 
and Sicily Feb. 5, and by March 28 
som e 50,000 p e rso n s  had been 
killed. . • I

RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL

WE HAVE THE KEY 
TO YOUR PROBLEMS

★ COMMERCIAL
★ INDUSTRIAL
★ RESIDENTIAL

'WE ARE PROUD OF OUR 
ALASKA HERITAGE" 
ESTABLISHED

★ EMERGENCY SERVICE
★ INSTALLATION
★ KEY DUPLICATION
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OIL . . .
(Continued from page 1) 

months,” he said. “They’ve called, 
th ey 'v e  applied , th ey ’ve tried , 
they’ve done everything physically 
and  m entally  and em otionally  
possible to get (oil industry) jabs 
and they’ve just been sloughed off. 
I t’s obvious these folks just don’t 
w ant to h ire people from F a ir ­
banks.”

Walley said his callers had fur­
nished him with documents about 
ARCO em ploym en t p ra c tic e s , 
which he would turn over to the 
committee.

As for the plight of small business 
people, Walley said, "In the last 
two m onths, try in g  to co llec t 
money from those people is like i 
trying to pull teeth. The first two ! 
months of this year have been the 
worst two months they’ve ever had. 
They can't pay their bills. I believe 
that is a direct result of the sudden 
turn around in employment on the 
Slope.”

“Some of your friends,” Walley ! 
told the Fairbanks legislators on 
the committee, "have lost their 
homes in the past two weeks. Some 
of your friends feel like they have to 
go to Houston to apply for a job. 
They fee! like that’s the only way to 
get it.”

“ You’ve got to put those guys 
back to work or you've got prob­
lem s in F a irb a n k s  you n ev er 
dreamed possible in the next few 
months," Walley warned.

Senate P resident Don Bennett 
R-Fairbanks) urged the people at 
le  hearing not to limit their efforts 
.1 persuasion to the legislature. 
•There are three branches of gov­

ernment,” he said. “ You vote for 
judges and you vote for the chief 
executive officer, who appoints the 
commissioners. There is the legisl­
ature. but beat on all three, not just 
one. We’re just the 120-day people.” 

R ep. M arco  P ig n a lb e r i  (R- 
Anchorage) urged Fairbanksans to 
try  and sp read  th e ir  m essage 
statewide. In Anchorage, he said,

it's a 50-50 tossup with people as to 
whether local hire is a serious issue 
or not.

“ You feel it much more intensely 
hero bccuase you feel the impact of 
the economic downturn first,” said 
Pignalberi. “ You need to tell them 
it’s going to spread down and hurt 
the rest of the state pretty soon.”

S everal w itnesses said  that, 
while the oil industry had recently 
begun to advertise its jobs in Fair­
banks, applications sent, in 'r e ­
sponse to the ads didn’t'produce 
any job offers. “ Those company 
officials coming down to Juneau 
and telling you they do advertise 
locally are pulling a con job,” said 
one witness.

Ron K ram er, a F a irbanksan  
since 19G6, said he hadn’t worked 
since October and might have to 
leave. “ I've been a good Alaskan, I 
like the country, but I’m going to 
have to do something different,” he 
said.

Several witnesses said Alaskans 
are entitled to the North Slope jobs, 
in part because the oil belongs to 
the sta te . “ That work up there 
should be our work and they’re de­
termined not to let us have it,” said 
Mitch Fuchs.

He predicted the influx of Outsid­
ers might increase as workers in 
the depressed oilfields of the South­
west swarm  north. "We have a 
really bad problem now, but it has 
th e  p o te n tia l of g e ttin g  even 
worse," he said.

Others complained that the in­
dustry that 10 years ago courted 
skilled union labor to help build the 
tran s-A lask a  p ipeline and the 
Prudhoe Bay oilfields is now turn­
ing its back on those same workers. 
“ My fin an c ia l basis  has been 
eroded by the very companies that 
I helped make millions of dollars 
f o r , ’’ s a id  s u r v e y o r  S te v e  
Hovenden.

There was no shortage of sugges­
tions as to what to do about the local 
hire problem. Passing a new local

h ire  law  w as one of the m ost 
popular.

Allowing, encouraging, or forc­
ing the oil industry to leave the 
North Slope and turn the fields over 
to the state also came up several 
times.

“We’ve got a railroad, let’s get an 
oil company! "one man called from 
the audience.

Gary Atwood, an executive of 
Team sters Local 959, echoed the 
suggestion that the oil companies 
should be escorted out of Alaska if 
need be.

Like many others, Atwood said 
those affected by the layoffs on the 
North Slope would keep an eye on 
what the legislature docs about loc­
al hire.

Raising taxes on the oil industry 
was an o th e r popular idea. “ It 
seems to me ARCO doesn’t give a 
d— about our families or us or any 
moral issue," said culinary worker 
Pauline Gravenstein. "The only 
way they’ll listen is when you say 
taxes. Let’s talk tax, let’s vote tax. 
let's make ’em listen!"

Several witnesses urged the com­
mittee members to travel to the 
North Slope and examine condi­
tions there for themselves.

Others noted it’s not only oil com­
panies that have trouble hiring 
Alaskans. Kathy Fitzgerald criti­
cized Alaskans F irst for hiring as 
promotional director a woman who 
had been in the state less than three 
weeks.

“ I t ’s a to tal em barassm cnt,"  
said F itzgerald . “ Cleaning (our 
own) house is probably the first 
place we should start."

"She was an Alaskan when we 
hired her,” responded Pignalberi, 
who form erly  headed Alaskans 
First.

Oil company representatives sat 
in the audience with tape recorder.; 
rolling, but declined several invita­
tions from the audience and the 
legislators to speak at the hearing 
and would not comment afterward.



L.ontractors refuse 
Slope disclosures

ANCHORAGE—A s ta te  labor 
official says he may take legal ac­
tion against about 10 North Slope 
subcontractors who have refused to 
fill out surveys on where their em ­
ployees live.

“ What have they got to hide?”

Donald W » d e p u t y  director of 
the Division of Labor Standards 
and Safety, asked Friday.

The contractors say they have 
been given no guarantee that in­
formation on the surveys will be j
kept confidential. j ,

ti<
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State looks for a way to solve Alaska-hire problems
By PAUL JENKINS

ANCHORAGE. Alaska (API -  
For Bruce S m ellie r , the 

. i t t n n t l o o  of waiting La an. 
ooeoployinect tine ic the dead of 
wim«r is heightened by the Idea 
of ootedera snatching jobs away 
trocn him and other Alaskans.

“ We get to sit up here in 20- 
degree weather. We ought to gel 
the )obs," said the out-of-work 
ek e m d an . " II you live here, you 
hare  a  right to work. We’re 
supporting the growth of the 
state, making the mortgage 
paym ents, making the tax 
payments for schools. We ought 
to get the Jobs."

Sm dtzer is among thousands of 
A laskans battered  by a 
economy wedded to oil prices 
beading for the bottom of the 
barrel. Residents and non­
residents are scrapping for 
available Jobs as lawmakers 
scramble to craft a constitutional 
“ local hire” Law giving Alaska's 
500,000 residents an edge on 
government-funded Jobs.

With the learer times, many 
Alaskans are ingriiy eyeing 
p laneloads of out-of-state 
workers willing to work for less; 
w o rk e rs  who ta k e  th e ir  
paychecks back to Oklahoma, 
Texas, Louisiana or Washington.

“They come up here and they 
brag about sending all their 
money home," Sm dtzer said. 
"They work up here for (12 an 
hour and go down there and live 
like a  fat king."

On outhouse walls, in letters to 
newspapers and on bumper 
stickers declaring “ Happiness is 
a Texan Headed South with an 
Okie Under E ach  Arm," 
Alaskans are venting their anger. 
To Gov. Bill Sheffield, the out- 
sxk rs  a re ‘•economic vampires." 
Others call them carpetbaggers.

"With tf *m up here, I can't 
even get a chance a t  a Job," said 
Clifton Rudd, an unemployed 
operating engineer who has 
looked for work since August 
“ I’d take less in wages to wore. It 
beats unemployment"

And unemployment Is a 
growing reality, topping 17 
percent in some areas. The 
s ta te 's  largest union, the 
Teamsters, says 30 percent of its 
members are Jobless. Honing 
starts  have dropped off the chart 
and home foreclosures are In­
creasing.

“ We definitely are  in the top 
five in the country for unem­
ploym ent" said Neil Fried, a 
s t a t e  la b o r  e c o n o m is t.  
“ Natonally, the rate is only 6.7 
pcrcenL"

In 1964, Alaska's 71,000 non­
resident wo ers made up 22 
percent of b.< work force and 
earned J577 million, a state 
Department of Labor study 
shows.

The seafood-processing in­
dustry paid the highest per­
centage of its wages to non­
residents. At the end of 1964, 
more than 2.000 of Alaska's 12.531 
p erm its  for lim ited e n t '/  
fisheries were owned by out­
siders. In the southeastern 
Alaska purse-seine fishery, only 
166 of 417 permits were ownrd by 
Alaskans.

The construction industry paid 
the highest dollar amount of any 
Industry, with more than 3? 
percent of all wages going to non­
residents.

Many non-resident employees 
work for the state itself. The 
Alaska Marine Highway System 
has 766 employees. 150 cf whom 
live outside Alaska. State of­
ficials say some of those 150 were 
paid a  224 percent cost-of-living 
allow ance — Intended for 
workers living in Alart 

"W e’ve em barked on a 
program to ensure that only 
Alaskans get the allowance In (lie

future," said Ginger Johnson, 
spokeswoman for the state 
Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities. New 
regulations require employees 
living outside the state to notify 
the department, and officials are 
trying to find the "post office box 
Alaskans."

U nem ploym ent and  the  
faltering economy have made 
local hire •  hot political issue.

A laska's leg islators are  
wrestling with a recent state 
S u p rem e C ourt dec ision  
declaring unconstitutional the 
state 's 3-year-old local hire law. 
The statute mandated that at 
least 95 percent of workers on 
public projects be Alaskans — no 
small requirement In a state that 
plans to spend (299 million In 
fiscal 1967 (o build roads, schools 
and other projects.

The court sided with a Montana 
steelworker sacked In 1983 from a 
school construction Job after 
inspectors found that more than 5 
percent of the projects 'Torkers 
were from outride Alasxa.

Since then, state lawmakers 
have sought ways to guarantee 
Alaskans work on such projects.

Rep. H-A. "Red" Boucher has 
introduced legislation to replace 
the stricken Law. Committee 
hearings are scheduled for later 
this month.

The Anchorage Democrat said 
his bill skirts the court's criticism 
that high unemployment is not a 
serious enough factor to allow 
discrimination against non­
residents.

"We have shaped this bill so 
that it deals with the social 
causes tha t unemployment 
brings about in Alaska," he said. 
"If  anything will stand up, this 
will stilnd up."

Only three days after the 
Alaska Supreme Court struck 
down the local hire law, Congress 
issued a directive that defense 
contractors In Alaska give 
preference to Alaskans. The 
directive, attached to the Pen­
tagon's 1986 appropriations bill, 
was sponsored by Alaska Sen. 
Frank Murkowski.

M urkowski's am endment 
applied only to "noo-contiguous" 
states where the unemployment 
rate exceeds the nations! jobless 
figure. Alaska and Hawaii are the 
only two non-cooUguws states, 
and only Alaska's unemployment 
ra te  exceeds the national 
average.

As state and federal officials 
try  to guarantee Alaskans a place

Doonesbury

In the public Jobe market, private 
Industry has taken notice.

The oil and gas industry, 
ranking low in numbers ol non­
residents hired but the highest In 
wages paid to outsiders, lias 
taken much of the heat In the 
Alaska-hire debate.

The M-member Alaska Oil and 
Gas Association, Including the 
state's largest oil and gas 
companies, said It generally 
supports the Idea of Alaska hire.

ARCO Alaska Inc. and Sohio 
Alaska Petroleum Co. have said 
they require subcontractors to 
detail their commitment to 
Alaska hire, and the responses 
ca n y  substantial weight in the 
bidding process.

“We've been dealing with 
Alaska hire for a number of 
years,"  said ARCO Alaska 
P residen t Harold H elnic. 
"Certainly bolt re It became 
fashionable."

Preliminary results from an 
association survey show thst 
more than 90 percent of Its 
member companies' 6,000 em­
ployees are residents, said AOGA 
spokeswoman Ardic Mcrhs. A 
1964 study shows that most 
companies deriving a majority of 
th e ir  b u s in ess  from  the  
petroleum Industry In Alaska 
hired more than 65 percent of 
their employees Irom within the 
slate, she said.

Union officials scoff a t  such 
claims. " I t has been our con­
tention that a great majority of 
them have children in school In 
the Lower 46 and m ortgags  In 
the Lower 46,” said jleve 
S c p lo c h a ,  a  T e a m s te r s  
spokesman.

“They come here for wages 
considerably better than wages 
In their home sta tes," he said.

Scplocha said many would be 
willing to work for 18 to >10 an 
hour, while Teamsters could 
make as much as >20 an hour, or 
>25 an hour with Iringe benefits 
Included. He said Sohio has 
prom ised a ll c ra ft unions 
working on the North Slope only 
about 250.000 hours of labor when 
(here will be a t least 3 million 
hours available during the 1966- 
1967 construction season.

Three million hours translates 
to about 8.000 jobs. Seplocha said. 
Ho fears the bulk of those jots 
will go to norvuruon, non-Alaskan 
labor.

"Our beef is not that it will be 
aU non-union, our beef is that it 
will not be all-Alaskan," he said.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Oil industry takes rap
FAIRBANKS (AP) — A standing-room-only crowd of angry 

Alaskans jammed a state Senate Labor and Commerce Committee 
hearing during the weekend to protest oil Industry hiring practices on 
the North Slope.

The 250 who turned out for the hearing packed the Fairbanks North 
Star Borough Assembly chambers .Saturday. Witness after witneu 
denounced the Industry's hiring practices. Some threatened to oust 
lawmakers if the Legislature fails to art.

Oil company representatives attended and tape recorded the 
proceedings, but declined several invitations to speak, and refused to 
comment later.

Two men who sold they quit North Slope Jobs with VECO Inc. on 
Friday to testify furnished forms they said the company used to 
register workers Imported from outside Alaska. VECO Is a  major 
North Slope construction contractor.

"They said we could use VECO's address on U as our Alaska 
residency," said Tom horton of Fairbanki. "All you've got to do Is Ell 
one of these out to be a resident of the state of Alaska."

Horton said the VECO job he worked on employe! about 380 people. 
O nlyahandfulwere Alaskans, he said.

Union officials and others have charged that the oil Industry imports 
workers who trill work cheaper than Alaska residents and turns them 
Into Instant Alaskans by registering them to vote. The companies have 
denied the practice.

Borough Assemblyman Joe Sltton, who heads the Fairbanks office 
of Alaskans First, said the situation wan-ants an Investigation by the 
Legislature, the attorney general oragrand Jury.
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By NIKKI MURRAY JONES an informal investigation, Camp

Daily News Staff Writer calls employees into his office to
The state is tightening the belt of discuss their residency. If they c a n . 

Alaska Marine Highway workers convince him they live in Alaska,
living outside Alaska, according to he reinstates the COLA. If they

can’t, the decision to discontinuea Department of Transportation 
(DOT) official.

Workers unable to prove Alaska 
residency have lost the cost of 
living allowance (COLA), which 
amounts to about 22 percent more

COLA remains.
Employees who disagree with 

Camp’s and the state’s decision 
can file a grievance with their 
unions.

pay for workers living in the state Some criteria to determine re-
than for workers living/'outside, sidency are where a person lives 
according to Joe Catfip, DOT .when not at work, If an employee 
deputy commissioner../ . • owns property or pays "rent or a

The COLA dates t<j a 1977 state mortgage outside the state, if
law. At that time, 'ferry workers, they’re listed in the telephone book

.had  to sign an a ffidav it of of a town outside Alaska, if
’ residency to receive the increased g rocery  and o ther shopping

normally done by a resident is 
done outside of Alaska on a 
regular basis. :

‘The Alaska statute defining

pay. There was no provision for 
updating the affidavit if a worker 
moved out of state, Camp said.

In 1985 negotiations with the
three unions ‘represelntiiig‘ fe n y ;'  residency m akes i t ’' . d ^ ; -V-;Camp; 
workers, the state again, required said. “It’s where you make your 

^affidavits of residency tq be signed vilkime.’’ i -■
' annually and when a resident yV^Camp said long vacations don’t " 

moved out of s ta te ,: Camp said. V&iothatically disqualify a '- person 
The deadline io r  signing the from Alaska residency.. .
affidavit was Nbv.^ly' 1985. Em- J ? ;The question of .residency''can
ployees previously receiving the .also affect Permanent Fund divi-
COLA lost it if they didn’t sign. .; dend k. checks, according to. Pam

Some resident workers failed to Palmqulst of the Perm  Fund
sign because they resented the 
state questioning where they lived, 
according to Camp. They later 
signed to reinstate the COLA.

Fraud Hotline. The agency isn’t 
working on a project to  catch ferry 
workers who live out of state and 
are collecting Alaska checks, but

But some residents who have will investigate if tipped off on
signed the affidavit have met with fraud. The Perm Fund Fraud
state skepticism, Camp said, and Hotline number is (800) 478-8650.' •
in some cases the COLA has been The Anchorage office number is
discontinued for individuals. After-H (907) 276-3433. .. . v .
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E d i t o r i a l  O p i n i o n  a n d  C ommen t  o f
O A Ng3l~7

D a i l y  M e w s  - M i n e r *
"Independents All Things. . . Heulrsl In None"

O th e r  o p in io n s  e x p r e s s e d  o n  th is  p a g e  d o  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  
r e f le c t  th o se  o f  th e  D a i l y  N ew s- M ln e r .

Jobs and  A laskans
O i l  c o m p a n ie s  t h a t  v / a n t to  s h o w  t h e  A la s k a n  

p u b l i c  t h e y  a r e  s in c e r e  a b o u t  lo c a l  h i r e  s h o u ld  t a k e  
s t e p s  t o  m a k e  i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  F a ir b a n k s  r e s id e n t s  to  
b e  h i r e d  w it h o u t  m o v in g  to  A n c h o r a g e .

O n e  o f  t h e  f a ll- o u ts  f r o m  t h e  e x p i r a t io n  o f  t h e  
p r o j e c t  la b o r  a g r e e m e n t s  u n d e r  w h ic h  u n io n  w o r k ­
e r s  w e r e  h i r e d  f o r  o i l  f i e ld  jo b s  o n  t h e  N o r t h  S lo p e  is  
t h e  s h i f t  i n  h i r i n g  to  A n c h o r a g e .

D u r i n g  t h e  1980s, m o s t  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t io n  u n io n s  
m a i n t a i n e d  h i r in g  h a i l s  i n  F a ir b a n k s .  T h a t  p r o v id e d  
a  m e a s u r e  o f  p r o t e c t io n  f o r  l o c a l  h i r e .

N o w ,  t h o u g h ,  A R C O  is  d o in g  a  c o n s id e r a b le  
a m o u n t  o f  w o r k — a n d  m o r e  is  e x p e c t e d  t h is  s u m ­
m e r — t h r o u g h  n o n - u n io n  c o n t r a c t o r s  w h o s e  o f f ic e s  

■ a r e  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  T h e r e  is  n o w h e r e  lo c a l l y  w h e r e  a  
F a i r b a n k s  w o r k e r  c a n  e v e n  s u b m it  a  j o b  a p p l i c a ­
t io n .

T h e  o i l  c o m p a n i e s  c o u ld  c o r r e c t  t h a t .  T h e y  
s h o u ld  r e q u i r e  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t o r s  to  o p e n  h i r iD g  
o f f ic e s  i n  F a i r b a n k s .  I t  c o u ld  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  b id  s p e c i ­
f i c a t io n s  f o r  t h e  w o r k .  I t  w o u ld n ’t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n ­
c r e a s e  t h e  c o s t  s i n c e  s u c h  a n  o f f ic e  n e e d  n o t  b e  a  
b ig - t ic k e t  i t e m .  B u t  i t  w o u ld  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in c r e a s e  
t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  F a i r b a n k s  w o r k e r s  to  b e  h ir e d .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o m p a n ie s  s h o u ld  e x a m in e  t h e i r  
t r a n s p o r t a t io n  p o l i c ie s .  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  is  p r o v id e d  
f o r  m a n y  w o r k e r s  b e tw e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  t h e  N o r t h  
S lo p e ,  b u t  n o t  b e t w e e n  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  t h e  N o r t h  
S lo p e .  T h a t  n e e d s  to  b e  c h a n g e d .

I f  t h e  o i l  c o m p a n ie s  a r e  s e r io u s  a b o u t  p r o m o t i n g  
l o c a l  h i r e ,  t h e y  n e e d  to  r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  A n c h o r a g e  is  
t h e  n a t u r a l  f i r s t  p o r t  o f  c a l l  f o r  w o r k e r s  f r o m  O u t s id e  
w h o  h e a d  to  A la s k a  i n  s e a r c h  o f  a  j o b .

B y  m a k in g  h i r i n g  p o s s ib le  i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  t h e  o i l  
c o m p a n ie s  c o u ld  t a p  in t o  o u r  la b o r  p o o l a s  w e l l  a s  
m a k e  i t  f a r  e a s ie r  f o r  A la s k a n s  f r o m  I n t e r io r  a n d  
n o r t h e r n  v i l l a g e s  to  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  a t  a  j o b .

B e c a u s e  o f  c o u r t  r u l i n g s ,  i t  h a s  g r o w n  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  t h e  s t a t e  to  w r i t e  l o c a l  h i r e  la w s  t h a t  w i l l  h o ld  u p  
i n  c o u r t .  B o t h  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  L e g is la t u r e  a r e  t a k ­
i n g  w h a t  s t e p s  t h e y  c a n .  S a t u r d a y  a  S e n a t e  c o m m i t ­
t e e  h e l d  h e a r in g s  h e r e  a im e d  a t  d e t e r m in i n g  i f  a  
l o c a l  h i r e  l a w  c o u ld  b e  d r a f t e d  p in n in g  r e q u ir e m e n t s  
t o  p r o b le m s  t h a t  m a y  b e  l i n k e d  to  u n e m p lo y m e n t ,  
s u c h  a s  a l c o h o l i s m ,  d o m e s t ic  v i o l e n c e  a n d  d r u g  
a b u s e .

T h a t  a p p r o a c h  is  w o r t h  p u r s u in g ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  n o  
n e e d  f o r  o i l  c o m p a n ie s  to  w a i t  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  o w n  p o s i ­
t i v e  s t e p s .

R e c e n t ly ,  G o v .  S h e f f ie ld  is s u e d  a n  a d m in i s t r a ­
t i v e  o r d e r  r e q u i r in g  l o c a l  h i r e  o n  s t a t e - f in a n c e d  c o n ­
s t r u c t io n  p r o je c t s .  A n d  C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  le g i s la t io n  
m a n d a t i n g  lo c a l  h i r e  o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  c o n ­
s t r u c t io n  p r o je c t s  i n  A la s k a .

T h e s e  s o r t s  o f  m e a s u r e s ,  t h o u g h ,  d o n ’t  a l t e r  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r ,  in d u s t r y  h a s  c o n s id e r ­
a b le  le e w a y .  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h is  s u m m e r ’s  c o n s t r u c ­
t io n  e f f o r t  w i l l  b e  s m a l l e r  t h a n  o r i g i n a l l y  a n n o u n c e d ,  
w o r k  t o  b e  d o n e  o n  t h e  N o r t h  S lo p e  s t i l l  a d d s  u p  t o  a  
l o t  o f  jo b s  t h is  s u m m e r .  I f  o i l  c o m p a n ie s  a r e  s e r io u s  
a b o u t  t h e i r  in t e r e s t  i n  s e e in g  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  g o e3  to  
A la s k a n s ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  r e q u ir e  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t o r s  t o  
o p e n  h i r i n g  o f f ic e s  i n  F a ir b a n k s .  I t  w o u ld  m a k e  a  b i g  
d i f f e r e n c e .
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N O R T H  S L O P E  O P P O R T U N IT 0 E S
AflCO Alaska, Il>c.*k North Slope operations can give you tho opportunity la pro nde vital 
support to ono ot the 20th contury’a greatest ventures: devoioping/prooucing this contr- 

•. nent's largest oil fields. Expansion ol facilities at Prudhoe Bay and Kuparuk, located in 
f the rorthummost part of Alaska has Incroasod the need lor highly skilled cperalors and 
mainlenance technicians. These challenging jots offer a unique opportunity for the 
qualified Individual to participate In the development ol the oil producing area. Tho 
Mowing will apply to all positions: 4
•  Work schedule: 7 days on/7 days off. 12 hour shift. '•

" •  Rotating day end night work schedule for some (Oba- • >• Company provided toom and board at work.
•  Company paid relocation.

. t  Company transportalion provided horn Anchorago to the North Slope (Prudhoe 
Bay/Kuparuk).

• Placement sub|ect to prs-qmployment physical examination and clearance.
AUTOMATION TECH N ICIAN
Installation and mamiananco of DCS and SCAOA Systems. Maintenance of data 

• communications networks, local area notworks, network analysis equipment. Otner 
responsibilities Include ability to train other technicians on OCS maintenance using 0 JT 

i methods. May be roquired to crosstrain In microwave, radio and computer-controlled 
• telephone switching areas. Experience In maintaining digital computer systems and 
penpherals. and microprocessor-basod equipment. .. ,
INSTRUMENTATION TECHN ICIAN
Responsible lor calibrating, troubleshooting, maintaining, and repairing electronic 
hydraulic, and pneumatic process control instrumentation, transmitters, controllers, 
transducers, and control valves Should hove experience on gas turbine control* and 
programmable logic control computers. Assist in other camp, dull site, and tacil ty , 
maintenance without close supervision. ,
TELECO M M UNICATIO NS TECHN ICIAN
Install and maintain communications oquipment to component level. Systems include 
microwave, froquoncy and lime division multiplex equipment, VHF and UKF two-way 
radio equipment, ground-to-air and navigational equipment, telephone end ROLM 
telephone switching equipment, electronic key systems. Dattery and charqing equipment, 
antenna and lower equipment, TVRO and caWe TV systems.
DRILL S ITE OPERATOR
Responsible lor sale and efficient operation of the drill sites. Monitor, observe, operate 
and control wolls. Work in close rc'ationship with flow station facilities. Perform routine 
oporator maintenance and work in closo relationsnip with maintenance and wireline 
personnel.
G E N E R A L  M AIN TEN AN CE TECHNICIAN
Requires a good working knowlodge of pipelining, welding. boilor making, riggmg. shoot 
metal, painting a id coating applications, pipe insulation, and ng work.
VIBRATION TECHNICIAN
Troubleshoot, repair, and calibrato vibration monitoring systems. Sot up and operate 
vibration data gathenng and analysis equipmont. Record data and perform f.old analysis. 
Expenenco on oscilloscopes, analyzers, digital vector filters. FM tape recordors. and 
other gathenng and vibration analysis oquipment required. Must be proficient in opera­
tor of ADRE computer-based data reduction systems.
OPERATOR
Responsible for safe and efficiont operation of one of the following o<l. gas and water 
separation and l/oatmont; gas conditioning and motor and turbmo-dnven compressors: 
powur gonerator and utilities: or seawater treatment plant. Tho opera’or has primary 
responsibility for alt aspects of tho unit operation, Inducing safoty, procoss equipment 
operation, and maintenance work coordination.
ELECTRICIAN  bi . , f  ■■ •
Troubleshooting ona repair of various e-<KlncaJ motors, switchgear. gonorators. lighting 
systams and piant healmg and ventilation oquipment. Completion ol recognuod appren. 
ticeship/toohnicaJ school required. Working knowledge of tho National Electrical Code 
end ability to road prints Is toquirod. , ,
M ECH AN IC  - ;
Requires lioubieshootmg and repair of hoavy industrial pumps, gas turbines, 
reciprocating and conlrtlugal compressors, and associated plant mechanical equipment. 
Ability to poricrm reverse indication alignment required.
FLOW  M EASU REM EN T  TECHNICIAN
Installation and maintenance of How measurement oquipment. including ultrasonic 
positive displacement, differential press, and turbmo meionng. Perform Mow calculations, 
calibrate measurement devicos within industry standard toterancos. and troubleshoot ad­
vanced digital and microprocessor-basod products. Input and extract data or. three dif- 

. I«renl data systems.  ̂ .1 .
QUALIFICATIONS ’ \  • -  ;
Alt of the above positions require a minimum high school education or equivalent, 3 to 5 
yearn' exponence in the applicable skill. Completion of recognized apprenticeship/lech- 
meal school dosired. Applicants must be physically able to climb ladders and stairs.
Some positions include work outside In an arctic environment Valid drivers liconse 
required. • . •. • . -
RECRUITMENT FOR THESE POSITIONS WILL CONTINUE THROUGH MID-1986.
W# offer an excellent salary, a full range of company-paid benefits, anc /ear-round 
employment. Starting ratos for those posilions aro from S1S82-S19 74/hoor depending on 
experience. For confidential consideration, send a separate resume for each position of 
interest for which you era qualified to: RECRUITING COORDINATOR ANO-1150. ARCO 
ALASKA. INC. PO. Box 100360. Anchorage. Alaska 99510. APPLICATIONS MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY JANUARY 17, 1986.

ARCO Alaska, Inc.
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T E C H N I C f i L  T R A I N I N G  P O S I T I O N S  
;  : . S a u d i  A r a b i a

A Leading A.foon Cons’.ruct.on Companv in SauCi Arabia ̂*4 .ir/r.«*- 
ato openings m its locnnicat Training Deoarrment

B A S IC  S K IL L S  T E C H N IC A L  IN S T R U C T O R S
arenecdodtoconductciassroom *hcp laboraiory.o/on-si'ains:’̂- 
t.onmvafKHiSairportcporanonsananvvntenance.sr/jas Can: cm 
must possess ai leasl t ve* years toacnmg e»t«r(en -e at tne sc:o02- 
ary level An app'op/iaie Bacneicr s oegfee o* relevant irs* tk,v 
membership ana experience mine trad*} area'5 manoaio'y Prac: cat 
Irammg experience m me Middle East witi oo given preferonc*? C a** 
didaiu must bo at>io 'oorgamzo ana toacneHccfivecourses and i««s :y s. 
motivuio tramoes. jna assess/recoro tra>ned progress Expea us tc v« 
(6) instructional noun per day
The following technical training positions are available
• BUIIDINGMAINTENANCE Mustha/ewo/Kingkno*Yiecgempa%c 
electricity, air conditioning, bluopnnt readmg/skeicning. careen- 
iry/patnnng. pipo Mtmg. ana sheet metal.

• AUTOMOTIVE7AIRPORT MOBILE EOUIPMENT Must have wav­
ing knowledge in automotive systems repair/mamtvnance. 3>eset 
eiponenco >s an assBt.

• DIESEL/POWER PRODUCTION MAINTENANCE Musi have 
knowledge in d-osel systems and power production ma'n:ena.nae

• AOMINISTRATION/LOGISTICS Must have worh.rg krv>« 9d9e vi 
basics ol Fmanco Accounting OlLeo Systems ana Management 
Work mo vnowiodgo in Loqi«*cs (Warehouse! sysiems aryj mar so*- 
mem Candida'̂ must na/e knowodge of compu'or cĉ'a.'on. 
Knowledge ana aes>gn experience m tompuier Ass>s:ed insiruC* 
t*on (CATi ana In’cractive Learning Systems is an asset

• AIR CONDITIONING Stjst have mcwiedgem all areas of air con­
ditioning zonirois ana related OibCfricalStSlemi

Starling salary is negct. is:o (corrmonsurate wiin quaiil cat>ons) 
Uoneltisinclude Furnishodhr'jsirg company ven«cto 35cafSanrwaJ 
ida-o annua* homo Ura/eair-l'Chni mcivcai care. iocre*v on lacu t«s 
di'pendent child eo ucalion jiifrnances
AH resumes should bo roceivod by January 20lh. 1986 and shou-O V* suni io
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