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Prudhoe Bay,
commuter r

Ronald McDonald, above,;
iS a construction worker
from Kennewick who com-
mutes 3,000 miles every
four weeks to his job on the
oil fields off the shores

of the UB A

Arctic Ocean.
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Construction
worker has
reindeer
under feet

By BOB WOEHLER
Herald columnist.

If you go north to Alaska past
the Arctic Circle, up around Prud-
hoe Bay, you won’t hear reindeer
on the rooftop, but you may hear
reindeer under the floor.

That’s what Ronald McDonald

saés. ) )
efore you think I'm talking
about some clown who sells ham-
burgers, let me straighten you
out. The Ronald McDonald I'm
referring to is a construction

worker from Kennewick who ¢
A 3900

\ mutes
miles every
four weeks to
his job on the
shores of the
Arctic Ocean.
McDonald
has been doing
this for two
years and
swears he’s not
getting stir
crazy when he talks about re-
indeer rubbing their antlers under
the floor.

He said in the spring and sum-
mer, Alaska’s mosquitos are at
their nastiest, “and you have to
experience those mosquitoes to
believe them.”

The reindeer seek any kind of
relief from the constant buzzing
and biting, but shelter is hard to
find when the nearest tree is about
500 miles south.

Construction workers like Me
Donald, who work in the oil fields
just off the Arctic Ocean, live in
dormitories built on stilts because
permafrost prevents normal foun-
dations.

Often the floor is three to four
feet above the ground, just nght
for a reindeer to hunker down for
a little protection from the pesky
mosquitos.

“We hear their antlers scratch-
ing along the floor. It’s a strange
sensation ”
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Another strange sensation for
IcDonald is the change in tem-
eratures between the Arctic and
ie Tri-Cities, although this winter
"he weather played a dirty trick.
‘When | came home in Decem-
ber, it was 28 degrees at Prudhoe
Bay and 12 degrees in the Tri-Cit-
ies. | almost wanted to turn
around and go back north.”

But he remembers one time last
spring when it was 35 below at
Prudhoe Bay, with the wind chill
about 60 below. “I stepped off the
plane at Pasco into 85-degree tem-
peratures and kept stripping off
clothas the closer I got to home."

Generally, McDonald wears an
entire suitcase of clothes when
working in the Arctic, where he
says the temperature once
reached a wind chill factor of 138
degrees below.

Typical garb for a dav of work-
ing on the ice-coverea Beaufort
Sea is starting out with thermal
underwear and a couple pair of
wool socks, followed by some
goose-down coveralls, a wool shirt
or two, heavy insulated pants and
an Arctic parka with hood.

A face mask and several pair of
mittens completes the outfit, ex-
cept for special heavy thick rub-
ber-insulated military-type boots
called "bunny boots.”

“You aren’t too nimble. Just
putting it on makes you tired.”

It also helps to have a beard and
most of the workers at the oil
fields do, said McDonald, who
sports a full, curly beard.

McDonald laments he’s seen
very little of the Alaska pictured
in tourist brochures.

“l spend most of my time hang-
ing around the Anchorage airport
and the rest working, and when
you’ve spent 15 minutes at Prud-
hoe Bay you’ve seen all there is to
see in the Arctic."

There is one Arctic habit Mc-
Donald finds especially hard to
break.

“In Alaska, we keep the vehi-
cles running all the time because
it’s so cold. When | come home, |
forget and leave the family car’s
engine running. | usually catch it
from my wife Chris.”

Added his wife: “We also have
to watch him (at the store) when
he first comes home. Because up
there he can pick up what he
wants at the company store with-
out paying.”
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7:30—Animal Control Commis-
» meeting, Borough Building
Icha Room. Information: 456-
>/,

:30—Interior Democrats meet-
* for House Districts 18-21,
rpenter’s Union Hall, 315 Fifth
e. Information: 479-2628.

UESDAY

a.m.—Randolph for Governor
mce committee meeting, Jef-
y’s Restaurant. Information:
2051.
a.m.-2:30—Blood draws at
rbanks Community Blood
ik, Fairbanks Memorial Hospit-
xxon Room. Donors of all types
led, appointments preferred,
rmation: 452-8181, ext. 467.
ion—Credit Women Interna-
il meeting, Elks Lodge. Nata-
homas from the Fairbanks Co-
ative Extension Service will
k. Information: 456-6671.
0—House Judiciary Commit-
ublichearing on HB438, histor-
preservation, Legislative In-
ation Office, 315 Barnette St.
mation: 452-4448.
m.—PEO Sisterhood Chapter
eting, Dorothy Green’s home,
L6th Ave. Information: 456-

m.—Borough Planning Com-
on meeting, Borough Assem-
hambers, 809 Pioneer Road,
nation: 452-4761.

n.—“Jury ofHer Peers” and
Stout’s Garden” films celeb-

I Women’s History Month,
Vien Uhrnrv info—

Hotline set up for

North Slope

JUNEAU (AP)-A hotline for
North Slope workers with com-
plaints or comments about Alas-
ka’s labor policy begins working to-
day, giving oil and construction
workers who normally are on duty
during Department of Labor office
hours a chance to contact state offi-
cials.

.The idea for a hotline grew of out
of labor officials’ recent three-day
trip to Prudhoe Bay, where work-
ers said they had little chance to
commenton local hire, wage issues
or health and safety.

“It was not all that simple for
someone with a problem to get
ahold of us, especially since many
ofthe folks up there work 12hours a
day—7 in the morning to 7 at
night—and can’t get ahold of us,”
said Deputy Labor Commissioner
Bob Landau.

Landau said communication was
further hampered by a lack of
phones that could make long-
distance calls.

The hotline number is based in
Prudhoe Bay, so North Slope work-

|_elsure

There was very little vehicle traf-
fic on the stretch of Noyes Slough
outside my window this weekend.

Even so, it was pretty much the
same mix we have become accus-
tomed to—about half three-
wheelers and half snowmachir"\
Most of the drivers were very
young, few wore helmets and
almost without exception, all were
driving very fast. None Sunday
were what | think of as worst-case
examples—speeding youngsters
towing toddlers in saucers, which
we saw from time to time last
winter.

Hkers

ers can c on local lines,
although the calls will be channeled
to the Labor Department office in
Anchorage.

During the regular working day,
8a.m. to4p.m., callers will have to
compete for a limited number of
lines into the department’s tempor-
ary quarters, where it was moved
because of health problems in its
regular Anchorage building.

From 5p.m. to midnight, howev-
er, North Slope workers will have a
dedicated line, answered by de-
partment staffers who will work
shifts to answer the calls, said Don
Wilson, deputy director of labor
standards.

Wilson could not estimate how
much it will cost to operate the hot-
line, and said he presumes Gov. Bill
Sheffield’s office will pay for the
program. The governor’s office did
not have an estimate of the cost.

Sheffield said in a news release
that he expects the hotline to be
operated for a three-month trial
period.

The hotline number is 659-2323.
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Terrence Cole loves a s
mystery.

For the last year, Cole,
Alaskahistorian and author,
been toying with the pieces i
puzzle in a small project
jokingly calls “the opposite
Michener, both inscopeand p
fitability.”

Cole is the author of a book
E.T. Barnette, the man w
founded Fairbanks, and an Al
ka Geographic book on Non
He has been editor of The Alas
Journal for three years.

As keynote speaker at t
Tanana-Yukon Historical Soc
ty banquet Saturday night, Gz
joked about his friendly obs<
sion with the word Klondike
and the mystery that surroun
it.

Cole said “Klondike” is
twisted version of the Han Inc
an word “Tron-duick.”
Whitehorse linguist told Coi
that the Yukon traders who pn
ceded the miners somehol
changed the name to “Troi

left behind, as

wall vehicles. Still, itdoes illustrate
what has been happening on the
slough over the past couple of
years.

Up to that time, whole families
strolled past, sometimes towing a

' youngsteronasled. Another family

girlson a snowmachine drove slow-
ly past in the other direction. Two
kids whizzed by on a motor bike and

earlier in the day, a bicyclist, un-
motorized, chugged upstream. The

we looked forward to seeing saun-
tered by with children riding on a
placid horse. Wehad dog teams and
skiiers and runners and walkers,
and one youngster skijoring behind

.a friendly dog. Occasionally the re-

sident moose would climb the bank

tninov *
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Outsiders getting Slope jobs?
Facts are tough to determine

By STAN JONES
Staff Writer

Are Alaskans heing kicked off of
North S,Iope&obsnes and replaced
by Outsiders? ,

Orisitamatterofunion workers,
Alaskan and non-Alaskan, being
displaced by non-union workers,
also Alaskan and non-Alaskan?

While anecdotes and arguments
abound, hard data on one of the
most passionately debated sub-
jects in the state are as hard to find
as $30-dollar oll.

On one hand are Alaska’s labor
unions with tales of jctloads of oil-
field hands from Louisiana and
Texas looming over Anchorage
and Fairbanks ‘bhr,tkfnr way 1o
Prudhoe Bay, wilhi& Stherg™ ac-
cents t'hlckenough Iocluqadrfl' bit
and pointy-toed
to slice permafrost. e o

On the other arc oil if'd;pjnic3
and ogl ind str¥],con|r'rlc, qfsliast-
ing of Alaska-hirc rnlejfat W per-
centand more, and repbrting*Alas-
ka-first hwe(gohues going hack to
the mid 197Cs, v

Who's right? o= L

What facts are available sug?est
that substantial numbers of Oufsid-
ers were Workln% on the North
Slope well before the issue came to
a head as the oil c_ompa,mes moved
to merit contracting this year, and
that substantial numbers are still
atwork on the Slope. )

Until the end of 1985 most ojl
company contracts on the North
Slope went to union firms, as re-
quired by project laboragreements
signed 1n the mid-70s t0 assure a
read¥, steady labor supply during
construction”of the trans Alaska

pwlme. _
hen the agreements expired,

*|-

ootsgfirpenVgb.

- Fairbanks Unemployi

A00= i

JOBLESS BENEFITS—FebruarR unemployment in
Fairbanks rose from 3,024 people last year to 3.856 this
year, an increase of 275 percent. The chart shows how
man?/ Fairbanksans received regular or extended un-
employmentbenefits during an average week in Febru
arzy.The Februaryjobless countbottomed outin 1981 at
2,290 people, and 'has been rising ever since. Since tne
low point, it'sup more than 68 percent.

um: Aleda Departrento labor

however, the oil companies switch-
ed to merit contrac mg,, meaning
union and non-union firms alike
could bid for the work. The result
kas been a substantial loss of union
| bs, with the oil companies who
Issue the contracts saying their
goalistogive abouthallthew on to
union contractors and aoout half to
non-union. ,

_But whether the fraction at Out-
siders has gone up, gone dowta, or
stayed about the same under merit
conitracting I1s unclear, although an
Alaska Department of Labor sur-
v,e\f/] now in progress mayshed Mime
light on the question within a few
weelcs. )

Firstthepast. Whatwasthe Alai-
ka-hirc_rate before merit con-
tracting? ,

The most pointed evidence msthe
subject is astudy the labordepart-
ment conducted last year, examin-
ing the non-resident Hire both by in -
dustr categoryanwgeograpmc
area for the'year o

The Alask industry emme,gmg
the largest fraction of Qutsider
was food processing, w,th 65 per-
cent non-residents on tse payroll.
By contrast, heavy construc-
tion—statewide. not wst ott die
North Slope—was eighthon the list,
with non=residents mating jp 32
percent of its payroll. "0il anfs gas
mining.” which is the labor depart-
ment’s classification for the pet-
roleum industry, was, 22nd
statewide, with 24pércentofiu em-
ployees non-residents. o

And on the North Slope? Miming
(“virtually all of which would nave
been oil and gas m|n|n?3 and con-
stryction (which would have in-
cluded North SloBe Borough pro-

\(See JOBS, back page>

nion members brace for long layoffs

By ST JONES
StrfFrer
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TLING UP—Tom and Pat Brown used their 1985 income tax refund to pa
h of small bills. When Tom lost his job on the North Slope, they aske
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off a
their

itors to hold off until the tax refund arrived. Also shown is Rusty, their Golden

iever. Rusty’s full name: Sir Russell, Son of Bristol.

enstein, and Showalter
d Fairbanks these days, and
far worse, facts and figures
overall impact of the situa-
i the North Slope are hard to
by.
question is, how many Fair-
ans actually work on the
Slope? The most recent data
«pointare now fouryears old,
; been collected in 1982. Dur-
survey of oil-related work-
in the Slope, state resear-
found 1,094 Fairbanksans at
That figure presumably
itates the real number, be-
sonie North Slope workers
Fairbanks would have been
ve during the survey. Nor
t take into account jobs in

ular or unextended unemployment
benefits each week, up from just
over 3,000 a year earlier. That’s an
increase of more than 27 percent.

The February figure has been
rising steadily since 1981, when
only about 2,300 Fairbanksans
were getting benefits. January and
February are historically the peak
unemployment months in Fair-
banks, partly because of the sea-
sonal character of construction
work.

The fact that the February job-
less count has been rising for five
years could mean that—if it is re-
lated to conditions on the North
Slope—it reflects an ongoing slow-

SR PR PR g

Stnn rnes/News-Miner

ports processing 27 foreclosures in ,
January and March of this year.
Lastyear, they handled nine in the
same period of time.

On a smaller scale, Tom Brown
notes that there’s a house for sale
on just about every block on his
street.

Whatever the statistics mean, all
the laid off workers feel that their
personal hardships—combined
with the plight of others in the same
boat—will eventually mean hard
times for Fairbanks as a whole, if
they haven't already.

“1 bought a house here, my kids
are in school here, | support Fair-
banks activities, | pay assessments

(Continued from page 1)
jects as well as oil industry pro
jects) employed about 38 percen;
non-residents in 1984, according U
the survey.

Another labor department sur
vey, conducted in January 1985, fo
cused on specific oil industry con
tractors, some union and some not
and found non-resident hire level*
running from zero to 37 percent.

But that was before merit con
trading took hold. What’s hap-
pened on Alaska hire since then?
Because it happened only a few
weeks ago, facts and figures are
virtually nonexistent. The few that
exist suggest that Alaska hire
ratios still vary widely.

ARCO Alaska Inc. encourages its
contractors to hire as many Alas-
kans as possible and gets regular
Alaska-hire reports from them dur-
ing the course of their work.

In early March, ARCO’s contrac-
tors reported Alaska hire ratios
ranging from 52 percent to 97 per-
cent, according to figures provided
by Lee Nunn, ARCO’s North Slope
construction manager.

Of the two contractors on Nunn's
list that reported the lowest Alaska
hire ratios, one was union and one
was non-union.

The union firm was H.C. Price,
which employed 83 percent Alas-
kans on a work force of 227 people.
But Nunn noted that on large jobs,
such as the i.-rice contract, it is
often hard to find enough Alaskans
to fill all the slots.

The non-union firm with the
lowest Alaska-hire ratio was Veco.
Inc., a frequent object of the critic-
ism of Alaska-hire advocates.
Veco’s low figure of 52 percent
came on a small, 25-worker job in-
volving the installation of high vol-
tage outside power lines. Accord-
ing to Nunn, most Alaskans who
can work high voltage outside pow-
er lines work for utilities, and don't
need or want to face the rigors of
the North Slope to find a job, mean-
ing the specialists had to be im-
ported.

Veco is also doing a pipeline job
for ARCO at Kuparuk, a new oil-
field near Prudhoe, said Nunn. On
that job, Veco started out with ab-
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The fact that the February job-
less count has been rising for five
years could mean that—if it is re-
lated to conditions on the North
Slope—it reflects an ongoing slow-
down, probably because the initial
phase of opening up the oilfields
was substantially completed by the
1980s, with the inauguration of
merit contracting providing an ex-
tra boost this winter.

Other indicators also suggest an
economy beginning to come under
stress. Fairbanks Title Agency re-

Service said Fairbanks is “on the
warm side of a cool air mass.” The
spring equinox, the point at which
we have 12 hours of sunshine, will
arrive within a week. With the in-
creasing sunshine, normal high
temperatures increase by nearly a
degree per day, Parker said. It was
around 30 degrees today.

Parker said he expects the pat-
tern to hold for a few more days.

The only cold people Saturday
were probably those that took a dip
in the airport gravel pit as part of
the Alaska Subarctic Dive Club’s
Ice Dive.

Henry Storrs, 66, Doug Thomas,
27, and Brian Fulkerson, 18, all
plunged through a hole in the ice for
a look at the bottom of the gravel
pit. The bottom wasn’t too interest-
ing, Thomas said but he could see
people above him on the 29inches of
ice.

The Alaska Trappers Association
held three auctions Saturday be-
fore, during, and after the dog
races. The association took 10 per-
cent of the proceeds from the sales.
This was the first year auctions
have been held.

A parachuting exhibition down-
town was apparently called off as
no parachutists appeared at the
scheduled time.

the laid off workers feel that their
personal hardships—combined
with the plight of others in the same
boat—will eventually mean hard
times for Fairbanks as a whole, if
they haven’t already.

"1 bought a house here, my kids
are in school here, | support Fair-
banks activities, | pay assessments
on my house," said Roberts.

“People in Fairbanks have got to
realize this question of local hire is
not limited to the hard-hat working
man. It’s going to affect the lady in
the flower shop, the guy cleaning
the bank at night, the gas. station

guys.”

SCHEDULE.

(Continued from page 1)
at Blrch Hill, finish at Graehl Park.
I0a.m ,-5p.m.—Fur Sale, Gavora
Mall.

Noon—Snowmachine Classic,
Pike’s Landing on Chena River

I p.m.—Open North American
Sled Dog Championship Races,
Second Avenue.

1 p.m.—Outcry Fur Auction,
parking lot across from Co-op.

1:30 p.m.—Children's Scramble
for cash, prizes and soda pop,
Second Avenue.

1:30 p.m.—Parka Parade,
Second Avenue.

1:30 p.m.—Snowshoe Challenge
Race, Second Avenue, immediate-
ly after start of sled dog races.

2:30 p.m.—Snowshoe/Softball
Classic, Griffin Park.

3 p.m.—Judging for Ice Sculp-
ture Contest, Sculpture Park,
Alaskaland.

7 p.m.—Alaska Dog Mushers
Association Banquet, Travelers
Inn.

8:30 p.m.—Fireworks at Griffin
Park.

1 Anlce Festival button is good for
a free ride on the Metropolitan
Area Commuter System through
today.

RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL — INDUSTRIAL

Lo Tt
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can woiK nigii vouage ouisiae pow-
er lines work for utilities, and don’t
need or want to face the rigors of
the North Slope to find a job, mean-
ing the specialists had to be im-
ported.

Veco is also doing a pipeline job
for ARCO at Kuparuk, a new oil-
field near Prudhoe, said Nunn. On
that job, Veco started out with ab-
out 70 percent Alaskans on the work
force, but has brought the figure up
to about 80 percent recently. Pipe-
line welding is another specialty
that frequently requires imported
specialists, Nunn said.

Alaska hire advocates, however,
caution that the oil industry’s unau-
dited figures on Alaska hire should
be taken with a grain of salt. :

The state labor department is
completing its own survey of 106 oil
industry contractors on the North
Slope. All but nine have cooper-
ated, according to Deputy Director
Don Wilson of the Division of Labor
Standards and Safety.

So far, said Wilson, the partial re-
sults indicate that Alaska-based
companies have high Alaska-hire
ratios, while the Outside-based
firms have up to 60 or 70 percent
non-residents on their payrolls. ;

But the nine holdouts employ
perhaps 50 percent of the work
force on the North Slope, he noted,
meaning the results could change
drastically once their figures are
in.

The holdouts, which include
Veco, say that providing the data
Wilson wants could violate the
privacy of their employees or put
proprietary information into thf
hands of their competitors. Wilson
said he will go to court to get the
information soon if they don’t
comply. .

In 1783, the first of a series of six
earthquakes struck southern Italy
and Sicily Feb. 5, and by March 28
some 50,000 persons had been
killed. . LI

EMERGENCY SERVICE

INSTALLATION

KEY DUPLICATION



« UBDLIBWY 3Y) JO
19|30 JRIURD

ey pabieys asoy L
I ey} uonebnsan
g 8Jam sjuawiloIp
unr e Aq sabueyo
T 8yr sI sauly
a|npayos si aH
"3UIed09
auIRI09 JO 82UNO
1/eyd sI SaulH
11Juod e Buiajoaul
ad Jabpoy abpnr
uiH ‘g sawer
“uno) Jouad
‘N6 10u papesid
U upeajd uep

G985 1e Juawiied
S WaISAs Jarem
‘quabe saueinsul
Ul palos|sal way)
SUW S1UBpIsey
‘leued UUAT «
181D Uow(es «
|6no@g yuIoN e
“|ITeA J310B]D
‘peoy dooq eua
S ‘Aeg ayny
‘seale |einy e
10s ‘se|bnoQ «

1 ‘umoumoq e
g-A112 ay1 u1 eale
| sI Buimojjo4 -
SSe|o pue swniw™
N 1 YyUm pajerd
‘neaung yoeg
811} ©401984 000'T
1w ‘awoy e ‘sarel
B4 9oURINSUI BJ1)
[eA ‘awoy A3jleA
‘s ases|al syl

‘sanijiqeded bul
JeJ 9dueINSUl 811
M 8U) 0JUl paxooy
oy ases|al
nul 118y - 18lem
119 8y} 0juo Mooy
welAe 191e

IBYM 32U3pPIA8 Bul
"AoBuey wnifeA e
paLly 1suplap\
1 ay1 uo Buipuers
| A3y © ‘Wawwag
35 UBY) pue Maid
>d J0 ‘GZ ‘[99d
11pUNOLINS s|Ie1ap
y urebe Jauplapn
.| 0 spuey ayj le

‘Koeand o1 4B sy ybramino
1.uop Bnip ayl Jo siabuep [enualod ayr pres saon
-snl uaym asn Jeuossad Joy euenliiew Jo sjunowe
|[lews Jo uoissessod oyl pazijeba) AjdAnoeyss
G/6T Ul 3sed LNoD awaldns eyse|y ylewpue|y

"Ageanid 01 1yBil [eUOIINIIISUOD 8Y) 91B[OIA PJNOM
uolssassod [oyoofe uo ueq e Jeyl spunolb uo ‘abus|
-]eYd 1IN0 [enjuaAa ue Joj paledald ale me| uondo
|eao] ay1 Buipuedxa Jo suauodoud pres Aspjuig

‘pres ay ,.‘Aip aq 01 sabej|iA J1ay] Juem
Aay1 si 1eyl puiysq Burueaw Jo 1uids jeal ayl,,
‘pres Aspjuig ‘ybnoua‘iey
06 j0u saop joyodje Buiaodwi uo ueq syl dnoub sy}
pjo1 A|pareadal siapea| Jaylo pue siapja abejjiA

uoIssassod |oyoa

"MBIAIBIUI UR Ul PIeS UILBA , . ¢1n0 Buly)
-9WOS MJOM 8M URD ‘SJUapISal 31eIS-40-1N0 JO 10|
[nJMe ue aAey noA Y007, ‘Aes pue sassaulsng asayl
01 06 ued (Aayl) Aem Bulusieayi-uou e YA,
"al1y [e20] a10W04d 0] JUBM OYM S|eIdI}JO0
a1e1s Aq pasn ag pinoys 1odal ayl pres uilen
‘gol 8y} uo sem ays 'Io
ay a[Iym XoaydAed s,19xJ0M 8yl WO} uaxel suon
-ONpap WoJy Sawod 1uadtad gT 1ayio ayl sjIym ‘siiy
-auaq juswAojdwaun 4o jusdiad g8 Aed eyse|y ul
siakojdw3 ‘pres a1e0) ‘awiIp B JusWUIaA0b 31els
1509 10U Op SjuawAed aoueinsul JuswAojdwaun
‘Ieak ey asuad

Se juapisal ® saullap Apnis ayl pies Uullel
"pIes a1e0) ‘syiuow g 01 Jeak 1sed ay bul
-INp BXSE|Y Ul paulea ays 10 ay sabem ayl uo paseq
aq pinom sjuswAed ‘aoueinsul juswAojdwsaun 1oy
S3|1y 1918 PiF BYSE|Y WOJ) SOAOW JIBMIOM B J|
‘jusawedap loge|
) T
[ L

-1WLId 8Y) uspang si 0p 01 JUBM L UPIP 8M JeYM\,,
‘pres Aspjuig ‘Y40m 83IAI8S Allunwiwod waoylad
0] palapio Jo - 000'T$ Se yonw Se paulj aq pinod
uoissassod |oyode Jo pa1diAuod ajdoad 1ng
‘awn |refurynsal
10U PIN0J pue 3sUai0 [RUIWIII B PaJaPISUOD aq Jou
pinom 1] ‘jesodoid 8yl Japun ‘18X211 J1jjei) B M|
yonw pajealy ag PINOM [OYOJJe JO UOISSESSOd
‘pres Aspjuig ‘paniels
196 Aay) a1048q paremyl aq pinod swajqoid Auey
"j0ds ay1 Uo |0YoIJe 9Z13s 0] Jamod 8y} aABY PINOM
sanuoyine ‘ueq uoissassod alg|dwod e aaoud
-de siabe||In pue me| sawodaq jesodold syl §|
‘pres Aapjuig ‘auiyoew mous

e ueq 0] sabej|IA

aU1 Ul 193J1p 1UBISISSE ‘Saje0) sawer pres ‘gol ayl
Uo 8wy 118y} 1o} uiea SIaxIoMm ,S1pald abem,, uo
paseq aJe syuawAed aoueinsul JuswAojdwaun
"Apn1s ay1 01 Bulpiodde ‘exse|y apISINo Woly
alam sqol Buijy pue Aydesbousis ‘BurdAy ur Bul
-YJom Jarje aouelnsul JuswAojdwaun malp oym aid
-03d Z9Z'€ 8y} J0 JudIad ZT 1sowe ‘Ajjeuonippy
"pIes UIle A ‘SW ysely
-uou alam juadiad og Ajdeau ‘ygeT Bunnp / snpuj
Buissasoid pooy ayy ul Burjlom Jayye JuswAojdwa
-un pa1a8]109 oym ajdoad 965z JO ‘ajdwexa 104
*1004
asnoH 8yl uo yosaads Juadal e Ul pres ule ‘A1
NASHL OsNCIMNMWS. BLi[3 [ e183,8M yaym peay
Jano Auoll jjews e Buneaq alam Yuiyl
‘SpIay
Auew ur sisxiom juspisal-uou jo sabejusdiad
ybiy sJesa1ayl smoys Apnis ayy pres uiue ‘aliy
‘a1e15-40-1n0 Inoqe Bulurejdwod sueronijod Auew jo
1861e] ulew 8y} usag sey AJsnpul 10 ayl a[IYM
"Su0ITednd90 Gg Ul YI0M 10} S11jauaq Juaw

BIOAIY  UMYS-AJXIS
‘ples ay ‘s18)0A abe||IA 01 3|qe|leAR
suondo Juswadioyus-joyodfe ayl puedxa 01 aam
1Xau uole|siBa] adNposUl [IM 93)1WIWO0D 3yl

AYOUI[U  WIeH

"smeT] uondQ [e207 Uo 881l W

-wo) [e1dads julor ay) speay oym uedljgnday |9

-ypeg e ‘Aspjuig suyor ‘dey pies .. ‘exse|y [ednl ul
wajqoud A1ajes pue yijeay suo Jaquinu ayl s, 11,,

‘[1I9AUN 0]

1noge aJe siole|sibia] jesodosd mau e 01 Buiplodoe

‘SanIuUNWIWOd 118y} ul uolssassod [oyodje Buiuueq
Jo uondo ay) aAey PINOYS BYSE|Y [e4Nl Ul SIB10A

SS3¥d A3LVIDOSSY IHL

ONITANVIS 30nyd Ag

MO[[e PINOM |]1d

-Aojdwaun pa12a[|0d oym Sluapisal-uou Jo sabeiuad
-1ad 8y} 1e X00] UBD S[RIDIYO 31e)S asnedaq ‘1iodal
ay1 Jo 1ed |nyasn 1sow ayl S,1eyl pres uilep
‘uonednado
Aq sjuawAed ayl umop s3ealq osfe yaiym ‘Apnis
ayl 01 Buipiodde ‘uoljiw Oz pred alem sjusp
-1Sa4-uou 3jiym sjuswAed aouesnsul JuswAojdws
-Un $86T Ul UOI[|IW ¥6$ IN0OQR Pajaa]|0d Sueyse|y
*JogeT 40 Juswieda 81e1S 8yl W4y palapio
unJe|n 1odas e 03 Buipiodde ‘Sluaplsal BXse|V lou
al1am - juddJad 9T I1sowle - €T9'6 ‘SHyauUaQ Jusw
-Aojdwaun 88T pe199]109 oym ajdoad /00719 JO
‘abeloyouy-y ‘unuey Alla 1
JapeaT] Ajuouly asnoH pres . ‘wsjqold sy 4o 1ed
violeul ayy uo ul-olez 0} ||ed ® Ajjeaiseq S,
) "BSe|V Ul 31y 1uapisai-uou
1@ 300] 43S0 © BUIXaas SI Oym Iayewme| asnoH e
sAes ‘86T Burinp syuswAed JuswAojdwaun ul uoi|
-llw Og$ AjJeau palaa]jod sjuaplsal 8]1e1s-40-InQ
SS3ld A3LVIOOSSVY IHL

9NITANYIS 30Nyg Ag

9]1e]S-J0-1n0 Buliy sauo Ajuo ayy Jou Aasnpul |10

b

"1se| Se Jeak siy awes ayy saxel Auadosd ™
daay 01 UoISIoap ® JO SyNsal ayy uo Bul
-puadap ‘Jayliny 1n2 aq pjnoa sainbiy asayl
I[e Teyl pauonned siaquisl AjquIassy
'000'Z$ 1509
0] aJe uoneuodsuen S} pue UQIYXa ayL
"ueder uj A19 Jajsis pasodoud e 0] neaunp

Ajquiasse Ing “196png ay1 uj Junowe ayl
deay 0) poddns ybnous 1,usem a1ay | “are}
urepaoun e Buidey 1S Si 82IAJS SIU} J0)

pa1ebpng 000'0ES SYL :uewWSpNqwo -

000'sz$ 0111 12 01 1dwane ue pue ‘paaibe
siaquisw  Ajquuasse 1o

-se hﬁ% sAed 11 000'00¢% 1e 19
um

‘Pajte}

sy ay)

Sem sIyL :punj Aous
1Se| 9pew AjaAIrIua] suoisioep Jebpng

‘neaunc Jo 11giyxs Buijanen
e loj Asuow pue ‘|anesy Ajquiasse

m%:g yelpayl opo'r$ Buimab Jo pesisul Ind Jejiwi
DUuuOY e e paloyns Alejes sJoAew ayl
-SpNfaul %M 131148 SAAJaSWAY)

Pa10A pey Asy1ix 8Y1 4O pealsu| J8q
-0J00 Ul Yuowu' | Bumeb aq |m

‘Uuow ® 00¥$ 3]V/|}JJ Mou oym .ﬂm

-WwaW Ajquiasse s, 19w eyl U9l

‘nyleskinc jo yuno4

U0 NgIyxe ue Bufpul,, o) |as) PapILILOd
os[e pey Ajquiasse ay| 101310 Jed|g
"pabueyd Jou Sem JunoLe Jey | “uoipenbs
JJugaJse Uelpeued ayl Aq mous |enuue
siy) 01 00G'/$ oAb 01 pasibe Ajuadal Ajuo
Ajquiasse ay] :Moyg 11y .pagmous e
m )\ 000‘T$ 01 00Z -6 WOJ) UM Junowe
rejbnoqg e

J0 poddns e,ybnoiog-A110 8y} 0 uonedIpU|
Juepodw| Ue S| eyl JUNOWR [[ewsS © Sem
1] PJUS ‘Janamoy ‘oyfejog 8anig Jagquusw
Alquiassy 10 aq mn_:ocm 1| pres uoidureyd
jou3 Jequisw  Ajquissse pue  As|jod
aluJg JoAe|N ‘paledep 1SOW SUO 8U) Sem
unowe 000G SIUl ‘ssy 186png 1eup
9Ul [|e JO 191edll LOUKINPAKKIKd e
"SOI1IAIOR J3U10

10} spuny ‘Junodae 1soy Ajquiasse ue
Se swal| yans sapnjoul 186png SIyL
'quiod payjoo} auly ' yum 1abpng
S1| Jan0 Juam osfe Ajquiasse ayl

T AInr 108449 0| S206 11 81048(
‘AeiN Ul apew aq ||m18bpng aJnua
OUl UO S8J0A [ewlod “way) isuiebe
yeadssuoniunw  <AMNIn - elnnoul

05 Aq sasies Auejes panoidde-Apease
118y1 1n2 01 paaibe siaquiaw Ajquias
-se ‘Janamoy ‘Aeplid UoIssas e 1y
» "uo1199|9 S,||B}
SIY} J814e [11un 198448 ow| 06 1,up|nod
sasealou| asoy} ‘Janieyd ybnolog-A119
Japun uondgd S.re) 1sel Buimol



(1-v abed ‘710 839)

> $)9am Jo 31dnod 1se| ayl
sawioy 118yl 1S0] aABY OYM Syueq
B4 JO Sluaplisal Jeak-Qg pue gT
e oym ajdoad woly pleay an,|.,,
"gjdoad ssauisnq
wis woly s|jiq Buisiuaape sy
91109 0] S31J} OYM JBUMO UOIIEIS
pel e Se pue 1Soy MOys-X|el oipe.
‘e U3as sey ay leyl spohe| ayl Jo
29440 3y} JO 891 W WO By} p|ol A3|
IA\ 1I'g J0Aew Ao syuequred
. "(Me1pox-Q) ys0leyz
>H "uas Ag palieyd ‘onIwwo)d
uowwio) pue JogeT 8leuasS ayl
| palonpuod sem Bulleay ayl
anl puelb e 1o ‘jesausab Aaulsone
p ‘eamelsibal ayl Aq uonebiisan
1 Ue 10} paj|ed uolenis ayl pies

sao11oe.d buliy adop!

pue ‘gqol O3 8yl woly usw om]
dYl padnpoJiul ‘1sil4 Sueyse|y Jo
991JJ0 Sy UBQJIRH 83Ul SPEAY OYM ‘U0)
-IIS aor uewAjqwasse ybnolog
‘suey|
-Se|y 1ueISul Olul SiaxJom pariod
-w1 sy Buruiny Ag sebejusalad aiiy
-uese|y s} saje|yul adojs yHoN
ay1 uo Ansnpul 10 ayl eyl sabieys
snolnaid 11o0ddns 01 pawaas
usw oMl 3yl Jo Auownsal ayl
‘sueySe|Y 3lam |njpuey e Ajuo
woym Jo ‘sjdoad oge noge pakold
-wa ‘pres uoloH ‘qol 0O3A 8yl
"PMOID
a3yl woJy asnejdde pno|] malp
syJewal s,uoloH 18391 aueld e
ng Buiyiou so) Aed 1, usaop aH,, "uol
-10H pies ,"0]0D ‘uonoung puelo

ur sjuswiede 9T SUMO 8H ,,
..’dW 01 op ued noA Buiyiou s,alayl
pue MOU BYSB|Y JO 31e1S 3yl JO
Juapisai e w, |, ‘wiy pjoy gol 003N

3Yl U0 UBpeIOJ0D B PIBS UOLIOH
«BYSE|VY JO 91el1s
Ayl JO 1UapPISal B ag 01 10 8sayl Jo
auo ||14 st op 01 106 aA,noA ||, "uol
-I0H Wo] uesyueqlieq pres , A9
-UapISal BYSe|Y N0 Se 11 Uo Ssalppe

S.0Q3A 8sn p|nod am pies Aayl ,,
"J010BJIUO0D UOIIINJISU0I

ado|s yuoN Jolew e s 0O3IA
"SUBYSB|Y SB SI9)I0M
8y 1amoT paylodwl sy Jalsibal
01 Buisn sem OD3A pres Aayl swoy
YHM 9811w wod ayy paysiuiny
AJ11S81 pue 8w 09 0} 81043q Aep a8y}
"oul 0O3A yum sqol adols yyoN

1nb pey Asy1 pres oym usw omJ
"1 Jusaop ainie|siBal ayl 41 saul|
juswAojdwaun 8y} ojuo siayew
-ME| 9]0A 0} Ud1RalY] 0] pue ‘1 1noqe
auop aq p|nod jeym 1sabbns 03 ‘Aeg
aoypnid e saonoesd juswAold
-wds Auedwod |10 8dunousp 03 dn
9WEBI SSAUIIM 131JB SSaUIIM Se SABM
-11e1S pUB S3|SIe 8yl 0JUl pPaWwWeld
uayl ‘siequeyd Ajquwasse ybnolog
Je1S YUON S)ueqlied ayl ul s1eas
31 [[e p3||l} 0GZ 1N0Qe JO PMOID Y

"8do|S YMON 8yl uo ally eyse|y
noge Buiylawos Bulop ol sioie|
-s1ba) a1e1s ajoleo 1o ‘uarealy ‘Baq
01 1J04Ja Ue Ul Aepinies 1no pauiny
suesyueqiled Jo spalpuniy

A3 HEIS
S3ANOCL NVLS A9

110N

SWLILY |10 8dunouap 08 SSSULIAA

»



OIL

(Continued from page 1)
months,” he said. “They’ve called,
they've applied, they’ve tried,
they’ve done everything physically
and mentally and emotionally
possible to get (oil industry) jabs
and they’ve just been sloughed off.
It’s obvious these folks just don’t
want to hire people from Fair-
banks.”

Walley said his callers had fur-
nished him with documents about
ARCO employment practices,
which he would turn over to the
committee.

As for the plight of small business
people, Walley said, "In the last
two months, trying to collect
money from those people is like
trying to pull teeth. The first two
months of this year have been the
worst two months they’ve ever had.
They can't pay their bills. I believe
that is a direct result of the sudden
turn around in employment on the
Slope.”

“Some of your friends,” Walley
told the Fairbanks legislators on
the committee, "have lost their
homes in the past two weeks. Some
ofyour friends feel like they have to
go to Houston to apply for a job.
They fee! like that’s the only way to
get it.”

“You’ve got to put those guys
back to work or you've got prob-
lems in Fairbanks you never
dreamed possible in the next few
months," Walley warned.

Senate President Don Bennett
R-Fairbanks) urged the people at
le hearing not to limit their efforts
.1 persuasion to the legislature.
*There are three branches of gov-

ernment,” he said. “You vote for
judges and you vote for the chief
executive officer, who appoints the
commissioners. There is the legisl-
ature. but beat on all three, not just
one. We’re just the 120-day people.”

Rep. Marco Pignalberi (R-
Anchorage) urged Fairbanksans to
try and spread their message
statewide. In Anchorage, he said,

it's a 50-50 tossup with people as to
whether local hire is a serious issue
or not.

“You feel it much more intensely
hero bccuase you feel the impact of
the economic downturn first,” said
Pignalberi. “You need to tell them
it’s going to spread down and hurt
the rest of the state pretty soon.”

Several witnesses said that,
while the oil industry had recently
begun to advertise its jobs in Fair-
banks, applications sent, in're-
sponse to the ads didn’t'produce
any job offers. “Those company
officials coming down to Juneau
and telling you they do advertise
locally are pulling a con job,” said
one witness.

Ron Kramer, a Fairbanksan
since 196, said he hadn’t worked
since October and might have to
leave. “I've been a good Alaskan, |
like the country, but I’'m going to
have to do something different,” he
said.

Several witnesses said Alaskans
are entitled to the North Slope jobs,
in part because the oil belongs to
the state. “That work up there
should be our work and they’re de-
termined not to let us have it,” said
Mitch Fuchs.

He predicted the influx of Outsid-
ers might increase as workers in
the depressed oilfields of the South-
west swarm north. "We have a
really bad problem now, but it has
the potential of getting even
worse," he said.

Others complained that the in-
dustry that 10 years ago courted
skilled union labor to help build the
trans-Alaska pipeline and the
Prudhoe Bay oilfields is now turn-
ing its back on those same workers.
“My financial basis has been
eroded by the very companies that
I helped make millions of dollars
for,”” said surveyor Steve
Hovenden.

There was no shortage of sugges-
tions as to what to do about the local
hire problem. Passing a new local

hire law was one of the most
popular.

Allowing, encouraging, or forc-
ing the oil industry to leave the
North Slope and turn the fields over
to the state also came up several
times.

“We’ve gotarailroad, let’sgetan
oil company!"one man called from
the audience.

Gary Atwood, an executive of
Teamsters Local 959, echoed the
suggestion that the oil companies
should be escorted out of Alaska if
need be.

Like many others, Atwood said
those affected by the layoffs on the
North Slope would keep an eye on
what the legislature docs about loc-
al hire.

Raising taxes on the oil industry
was another popular idea. “It
seems to me ARCO doesn’t give a
d—about our families or us or any
moral issue," said culinary worker
Pauline Gravenstein. "The only
way they’ll listen is when you say
taxes. Let’s talk tax, let’s vote tax.
let's make ’em listen!"

Several witnesses urged the com-
mittee members to travel to the
North Slope and examine condi-
tions there for themselves.

Others noted it’s not only oil com-
panies that have trouble hiring
Alaskans. Kathy Fitzgerald criti-
cized Alaskans First for hiring as
promotional director a woman who
had been in the state less than three
weeks.

“It’s a total embarassmecnt,”
said Fitzgerald. “Cleaning (our
own) house is probably the first
place we should start."

"She was an Alaskan when we
hired her,” responded Pignalberi,
who formerly headed Alaskans
First.

Oil company representatives sat
in the audience with tape recorder.;
rolling, but declined several invita-
tions from the audience and the
legislators to speak at the hearing
and would not comment afterward.



L.ontractors refuse

Slope disclosures

ANCHORAGE—A state labor
official says he may take legal ac-
tion against about 10 North Slope
subcontractors who have refused to
fill out surveys on where their em-
ployees live.

“What have they got to hide?”

Donald W»deputy director of
the Division of Labor Standards
and Safety, asked Friday.

The contractors say they have
been given no guarantee that in-
formation on the surveys will be
kept confidential.

Comments sought

on Navy test site

KETCHIKAN—The Navy is
seeking comments on its plan to
build an acoustic testing site for

J
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State

By PAUL JENKINS
ANCHORAGE. Alaska (API -
For Bruce Smellier, the

ittnntloo of waiting La an.

ooeoployinect tine ic the dead of
wimr is heightened by the Idea
of ootedera snatching jobs away
trocn him and other Alaskans.

“We get to sit up here in 20-
degree weather. We ought to gel
the )obs," ﬁﬂd the out-of-work
ekemdan. Ilyou live here, you
hare a right to work. Were
supporting the growth of the
state, making the mortgage
payments, making the tax
payments for schools. We ought
toget the Jobs."

Smdtzer is among thousands of
Alaskans battered by a
economy wedded to oil prices
beading for the bottom of the

barrel. Residents and non-
residents are scrapping for
available Jobs as lawmakers

scramble to crafta constitutional
“local hire” Law giving Alaska's
500,000 residents an edge on
government-funded Jobs.

With the learer times, many
Alaskans are ingriiy eyeing
planeloads of out-of-state
workers willing to work for less;
workers who take their
paychecks back to Oklahoma,
Texas, Louisiana or Washington.

“They come up here and they
brag about sending all their
money home,"” Smdtzer said.
"They work up here for (12 an
hour and go down there and live

likea fat king."
On outhouse walls, in letters to
newspapers and on bumper

stickers declaring “Happiness is
a Texan Headed South with an
Okie Under Each Arm,”
Alaskans are venting their anger.
To Gov. Bill Sheffield, the out-
sxkrs are ‘seconomic vampires.”
Others call them carpetbaggers.

“With tf *m up here, | can't
even get a chance ata Job," said
Clifton Rudd, an unemployed
operating engineer who has
looked for work since August
“1°d take less inwages towore. It
beats unemployment”

And unemployment Is a
growing reality, topping 17
percent in some areas. The
state's largest union, the

Teamsters, says 30 percent of its
members are Jobless. Honing
starts have dropped off the chart
and home foreclosures are In-
creasing.

“We definitely are in the top
five in the country for unem-
ployment” said Neil Fried, a

state labor economist.
“Natonally, the rate is only 6.7
pcrcenL”

In 1964, Alaska's 71,000 non-
resident wo ers made up 2
percent of b.< work force and

earned J577 million, a state
Department of Labor study
shows.

The seafood-processing in-

dustry paid the highest per-
centage of its wages to non-
residents. At the end of 1964,
more than 2.000 of Alaska's 12531
permits for limited ent'/
fisheries were owned by out-
siders. In the southeastern
Alaska purse-seine fishery, only
166 of 417 permits were ownrd by
Alaskans.

The construction industry paid
the highest dollar amount of any
Industry, with more than 3?
percent of all wages going to non-
residents.

Many non-resident employees
work for the state itself. The
Alaska Marine Highway System
has 766 employees. 150 cf whom
live outside Alaska. State of-
ficials say some of those 150 were
paid a 224 percent cost-of-living
allowance — Intended for
workers living inAlart

"We’ve embarked on a
program to ensure that only
Alaskans get the allowance In (lie

future,” said Ginger Johnson,
spokeswoman for the state
Department of Transportation
and Public Facilities. New
regulations require employees
living outside the state to notify
the department, and officials are
trying to find the "post office box
Alaskans."”

Unemployment and the
faltering economy have made
local hire « hot political issue.

Alaska's legislators are
wrestling with a recent state
Supreme Court decision
declaring unconstitutional the
state's 3-year-old local hire law.
The statute mandated that at
least 95 percent of workers on
public projects be Alaskans —no
small requirement In a state that
plans to spend (299 million In
fiscal 1967 (o build roads, schools
and other projects.

The courtsided with a Montana
steelworker sacked In 1983 from a
school construction Job after
inspectors found thatmore than 5
percent of the projects 'Torkers
were from outride Alasxa.

Since then, state lawmakers
have sought ways to guarantee
Alaskans work onsuch projects.

Rep. H-A. "Red" Boucher has
introduced legislation to replace
the stricken Law. Committee
hearings are scheduled for later
this month.

The Anchorage Democrat said
his bill skirts the court's criticism
that high unemployment is nota
serious enough factor to allow
discrimination against non-
residents.

"We have shaped this bill so
that it deals with the social
causes that unemployment
brings about in Alaska," he said.
“If anything will stand up, this
will stilnd up."

Only three days after the
Alaska Supreme Court struck
down the local hire law, Congress
issued a directive that defense
contractors In Alaska give
preference to Alaskans. The
directive, attached to the Pen-
tagon's 1986 appropriations bill,
was sponsored by Alaska Sen.
Frank Murkowski.

Murkowski's amendment
applied only to "noo-contiguous™”
states where the unemployment
rate exceeds the nations! jobless
figure. Alaska and Hawaii are the
only two non-cooUguws states,
and only Alaska's unemployment
rate exceeds the national
average.

As state and federal officials
try to guarantee Alaskans a place

Doonesbury

Inthe public Jobe market, private
Industry has taken notice.

The oil and gas industry,
ranking low in numbers ol non-
residents hired but the highest In
wages paid to outsiders, lias
taken much of the heat In the
Alaska-hire debate.

The M-member Alaska Oil and
Gas Association, Including the
state's largest oil and gas
companies, said It generally
supports the Idea of Alaska hire.

ARCO Alaska Inc. and Sohio
Alaska Petroleum Co. have said
they require subcontractors to
detail their commitment to
Alaska hire, and the responses
cany substantial weight in the
bidding process.

“We've been dealing with
Alaska hire for a number of
years," said ARCO Alaska
President Harold Helnic.
“Certainly boltre It became
fashionable.”

Preliminary results from an
association survey show thst
more than 90 percent of Its
member companies’ 6,000 em-
ployees are residents, said AOGA
spokeswoman Ardic Mcrhs. A
1964 study shows that most
companies deriving a majority of
their business from the
petroleum Industry In Alaska
hired more than 65 percent of
their employees Irom within the
slate, she said.

Union officials scoff at such
claims. "It has been our con-
tention that a great majority of
them have children in school In
the Lower 46 and mortgags In

the Lower 46,” said jleve
Scplocha, a Teamsters
spokesman.

“They come here for wages
considerably better than wages
Intheirhome states," hesaid.

Scplocha said many would be
willing to work for 18 to >10 an
hour, while Teamsters could
make as much as >20 an hour, or
>25 an hour with Iringe benefits
Included. He said Sohio has
promised all craft unions
working on the North Slope only
about 250.000 hours of labor when
(here will be at least 3 million
hours available during the 1966~
1967 construction season.

Three million hours translates
to about 8.000 jobs. Seplocha said.
Ho fears the bulk of those jots
will go to norvuruon, non-Alaskan
labor.

"Our beef is not that it will be
aU non-union, our beef is that it
will not be all-Alaskan," he said.

ooks fora way to solve Alaska-hire problems

* k kX kX *k k k k¥ k¥ kX *& k¥ x¥ ¥ * * ¥ * * X%

Oil industry takes rap

FAIRBANKS (AP) — A standing-room-only crowd of angry
Alaskans jammed a state Senate Labor and Commerce Committee
hearing during the weekend to protest oil Industry hiring practices on
the North Slope.

The 250 who turned out for the hearing packed the Fairbanks North
Star Borough Assembly chambers .Saturday. Witness after witneu
denounced the Industry's hiring practices. Some threatened to oust
lawmakers if the Legislature fails to art.

Oil company representatives attended and tape recorded the
proceedings, but declined several invitations to speak, and refused to
comment later.

Two men who sold they quit North Slope Jobs with VECO Inc. on
Friday to testify furnished forms they said the company used to
register workers Imported from outside Alaska. VECO Is a major
North Slope construction contractor.

"They said we could use VECO's address on U as our Alaska
residency," said Tom horton of Fairbanki. "All you've got to do Is Ell
one of these out to be a resident of the state of Alaska."”

Horton said the VECO job he worked on employe! about 380 people.
Onlyahandfulwere Alaskans, he said.

Union officials and others have charged that the oil Industry imports
workers who trill work cheaper than Alaska residents and turns them
Into Instant Alaskans by registering them to vote. The companies have
denied the practice.

Borough Assemblyman Joe Sltton, who heads the Fairbanks office
of Alaskans First, said the situation wan-ants an Investigation by the
Legislature, the attorney general oragrand Jury.
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By NIKKI MURRAY JONES
Daily News Staff Writer

The state is tightening the belt of
Alaska Marine Highway workers
living outside Alaska, according to
a Department of Transportation
(DOT) official.

Workers unable to prove Alaska
residency have lost the cost of
living allowance (COLA), which
amounts to about 22 percent more
pay for workers living in the state
than for workers living/'outside,
according to Joe Catfip, DOT
deputy commissioner../ . .

The COLA dates t<ja 1977 state
law. At that time, 'ferry workers,
.had to sign an affidavit of

’ residency to receive the increased
pay. There was no provision for
updating the affidavit if a worker
moved out of state, Camp said.

In 1985 negotiations with the
three unions ‘represelntiiig‘ feny;
workers, the state again, required

m
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an informal investigation, Camp

calls employees into his office to

discuss their residency. If they can.
convince him they live in Alaska,

he reinstates the COLA. If they

cant, the decision to discontinue

COLAremains.

Employees who disagree with
Camp’s and the state’s decision
can file a grievance with their
unions.

Some criteria to determine re-
sidency are where a person lives
.when not at work, If an employee
owns property or pays "rent or a
mortgage outside the state, if
they’re listed in the telephone book
of a town outside Alaska, if
grocery and other shopping
normally done by a resident is
done outside of Alaska on a
regular basis. :

‘The Alaska statute defining
residency makes it”.d " ; V-;,Camp;
said. “It’s where you make your

Maffidavits of residency tq be signed vilkime.” i =
annually and when a residentyV~Camp said long vacations don’t"
moved out of state,:Camp said. V&iothatically disqualify a'-person

The deadline ior signing
affidavit was Nbv.”ly' 1985 Em-
ployees previously receiving

COLAIlostitif they didn’t sign. g

Some resident workers failed to
sign because they resented the
state questioning where they lived,
according to Camp. They later
signed to reinstate the COLA.

But some residents who have
signed the affidavit have met with
state skepticism, Camp said, and
in some cases the COLA has been

the from Alaska residency..

J?The question of .residency"can

the .also affect Permanent Fund divi-

dend kchecks, according to. Pam
Palmqulst of the Perm Fund
Fraud Hotline. The agency isnt
working on a projectto catch ferry
workers who live out of state and
are collecting Alaska checks, but
will investigate if tipped off on
fraud. The Perm Fund Fraud
Hotline number is (800) 478-8650." «
The Anchorage office number is

discontinued for individuals. After-H (907) 276-3433. . %
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Jobs and Alaskans

Oil companies that v/ant to show the Alaskan
public they are sincere aboutlocal hire should take
steﬂs to make it possible for Fairbanks residents to
be hired without moving to Anchorage.

One of the fall-outs from the expiration of the
project labor agreements under which union work-
erswere hired for oil field jobs on the North Slope is
the shift in hiring to Anchorage.

During the 1980s, mostofthe constructionunions
maintained hiring hails in Fairbanks. Thatprovided
a measure of protection for local hire.

Now, though, ARCO is doing a considerable
amount of work—and more is expected this sum -
mer—through non-union contractors whose offices
mre in Anchorage. There is nowhere locally where a
Fairbanks worker can even submit a job applica-
tion.

The oil companies could correct that. They
should require their contractors to open hiriDg
officesin Fairbanks.Itcould be partofthe bidspeci-
fications for the work. It wouldn’t significantly in-
crease the cost since such an office need not be a
big-ticket item. But it would significantlg/ increase
the chances of Fairbanks workers to be hired.

In addition, the companies should examine their
transportation policies. Transportation is provided
formanyworkers between Anchorage and the North
Slope, but not between Fairbanks and the North
Slope. That needs to be changed.

Ifthe oilcompanies are seriousaboutpromoting
local hire, they need to recognize that Anchorage is
thenaturalfirstportofcallforworkers from Outside
who head to Alaska in search of a job.

By making hiring possible in Fairbanks, the oil
companies could tap into our labor pool as well as
make it far easier for Alaskans from Interior and
northern villages to have a chance ata job.

Because of court rulings, it has grown difficult
for the state towrite localhire laws thatwillhold up
in court. Both the governorand Legislature are tak-
ing what steps they can. Saturday a Senate com miit-
tee held hearings here aimed at determining if a
localhire law could bedrafted pinning requirements
to problems that may be linked to unemployment,
such as alcoholism, domestic violence and drug

abuse.

Thatapproachisworth pursuing, but thereis no
need foroilcompanies towait to take theirown posi-
tive steps.

Recently, Gov. Sheffield issued an administra-
tive orderrequiring local hire on state-financed con-
struction projects. And Congress passed legislation
mandating localhire on DepartmentofDefensecon-
struction projects in Alaska.

These sortsof measures, though, don’talter the
factthatin the private sector,industry hasconsider-
able leeway. Even though this summer’s construc-
tion effortwillbesmallerthanoriginally announced,
work to be done on the North Slope still adds up to a
lotofjobs thissummer. Ifoilcompanies are serious
about their interest in seeing that the work goe3 to
Alaskans, they should require their contractors to
openhiring officesin Fairbanks. Itwould make a big
difference.
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