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HCR 9: Summary

This resolution commends DOT/PF for its investigation of ways to 
improve transportation access to Whittier and urges the department 
to establish, as a priority, the planning of improved access to 
Whittier, and improved access between Whittier and Shotgun Cove. 
Departmental priority for the improved access plan would allow the 
14th Legislature to review recommendations of DOT/PF and take action.

Further, the resolution requests that the Alaska Railroad increase its 
summer shuttle service between Portage and Whittier until the State 
makes a permanent decision on the access problem.



Chaiman's Information:

1) HCR 9: "Relating to the Whittier-Shotgun Cove access"

a) Introduced: Rep Szymanski

b) Co-Sponsors:

2) INTENT: This resolution commends DOT/P! its investigation
of ways to improve transportation access to Whittier 
and urges DOT/PF to consider the planning process for 
improved access to Whittier as a priority. Departmental 
priority for the improved access plan would allow the 
14th Legislature to review recommendations of DOT/PF 
and take action.

Further, the resolution requests the Alaska Railroad to 
increase its summer shuttle service between Portage and 
Whittier until the state makes a permanent decision on 
the access problem.

FISCAL NOTE: none

F/n *hcc. f
3) ADDITIONAL REFERRALS: Rules

4) PUBLIC HEARINGS:

a) Sponsor:

b) Public witnesses:

5) BILL ACTION:

a) Hold in committee?
b) Assign to sub committee for further review?
c) Move from Committee?
d) close public hearings?

6) COMMITTEE ACTION:
a) amendments?
b) CS adoption?



SCS HCR 9 (L&C) RELATING TO THE WHITTIER SHOTGUM COVE ACCESS

THIS RESOLUTION URGES DOT/PF TO CONSIDER THE PLANNING PROCESS 

FOR IMPROVED ACCESS TO WHITTIER AS A  PRIORITY. DEPARTMENTAL 

PRIORITY FOR THE IMPROVED ACCESS PLAN WOULD ALLOW THE 14th 

LEGISLATURE TO REVIEW AND TAKE ACTION ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS 

OF DOT/PF.

THE RESOLUTION WAS AMENDED IN SENATE LABOR AND COMMERCE TO 

URGE THE GOVERNOR TO DIRECT DOT/PF TO ESTABLISH THE IMPROVED 

ACCESS PLANNING AS A PRIORITY.



\
i r

)

}

» # r - ,#

O f f e r e d :  4 / 2 4 / 8 5  V  *  ^  * //;
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e  / » e** / / A / C / O '

O r i g i n a l  s p o n sors: S z y m a n s k i  a n d  U e h l i n g

B Y  T H E  L A B O R  A N D
1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

2 S E N A T E  CS F O R  H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 9 (L&C)

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to the W h i t t i e r - S h o t g u n  Cove

6 A c c e s s .

7 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

8 W H E R E A S  W h i t t i e r  is b e c o m i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d e s t i n a t i o n  for t o u r i s t s

9 v i s i t i n g  A l a s k a ,  as s h o w n  b y  the i n c r e a s e  of t o u r  s h i p s  s t o p p i n g  at Whit-

10 t i e r  a n d  of r e c r e a t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s e s  o p e r a t i n g  out of  W h i t t i e r ;  and

11 W H E R E A S  W h i t t i e r  is a l s o  g r o w i n g  in  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e  to m a n y

12 A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  t r a v e l  to W h i t t i e r  e a c h  s u m m e r  f or w a t e r - r e l a t e d

13 r e c r e a t i o n ,  an d  w h o  d e p e n d  f or this p u r p o s e  u p o n  a c c e s s  to W h i t t i e r ;  an d

14 W H E R E A S  d e m a n d  f o r  W h i t t i e r  h a r b o r  b e r t h s  by  r e c r e a t i o n a l  b o a t e r s  far

15 e x c e e d s  t he a v a i l a b l e  h a r b o r  space; a nd

16 W H E R E A S  ̂ he T h i r t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c r e a t e d  the A l a s k a

17 M a r i n e  P a r k  s y s t e m  to p r o t e c t  a r e a s  w i t h i n  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  f o r  p u b l i c

18 r e c r e a t i o n ;  and

19 W H E R E A S  the p l a n n e d  d i s p o s a l  of  m u n i c i p a l  lan d  b e t w e e n  W h i t t i e r  and

20 S h o t g u n  C o v e  for c o m m u n i t y  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  the

21  i n t e r e s t  in  the W h i t t i e r  a r e a  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  homer, or  p e r m a n e n t  resi-

22 d e nces; and

23 W H E R E A S  in 1984, o v e r  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  v i s i t e d  W h i t t i e r ,  i n c l u d i n g

2 4  t r a v e l e r s  on  the A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m ;  a nd

25 W H E R E A S  the s u m m e r  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  P o r t a g e  a n d  W h i t t i e r  d u r i n g

26 the s u m m e r  of  1984 was to • i n f r e q u e n t  to m e e t  the n e e d s  of  A n c h o r a g e  v i s i -

27 tors to W h i t t i e r ;  and

28 W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  ha s  b e e n  a c q u i r e d  by  the state, a n d  trans-

29 p o r t a t i o n  p l a n n i n g  c a n  go f o r w a r d  at the s t a t e  l e v e l  o n  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e
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basis; an d

W H E R E A S  t he D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  is 

e x a m i n i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  a c c e s s  to W h i t t i e r ;

B E  IT  R E S O L V E D  t hat t he A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c o m m e n d s  the D e p a r t­

me n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  its i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of w a y s  

to i m p r o v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to W h i t t i e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of p a v i n g  

o ne or b o t h  of t he r a i l r o a d  t u n n e l s  b e t w e e n  P o r t a g e  a n d  W h i t t i e r ,  a n d  of 

i n c r e a s i n g  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d ;  a n d  b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  tha t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  the g o v e r n o r  

to d i r e c t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  to 

e s t a b l i s h  as a p r i o r i t y  t h e  p l a n n i n g  of i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s  to W h i t t i e r  a n d  

b e t w e e n  W h i t t i e r  a n d  S h o t g u n  C o v e  so that t h e  F o u r t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  c a n  c o n s i d e r  the d e p a r t m e n t ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a nd take a c t i o n  

o n  this m a t t e r ;  a n d  be  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t he A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  t hat the 

A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  i n i t i a t e  i n c r e a s e d  s u m m e r  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  

bet\ <-• n P o r t a g e  a n d  W h i t t i e r  u n t i l  the s t a t e  m a k e s  a p e r m a n e n t  d e c i s i o n  on 

this a c c e s s  p r o b l e m .

SCSHCR 9 (L&C) -2-



Introduced: 2/20/85
Referred: Transpo r t a ti o n

1 IN  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  S Z Y M A N S K I

2 H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 9

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to t he W h i t t i e r - S h o t g u n  C o v e

6 A c c e s s .

7 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

8 W H E R E A S  W h i t t i e r  is b e c o m i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  t o u r i s t s

9 v i s i t i n g  A l a s k a ,  as s h o w n  b y  t he i n c r e a s e  of t o u r  s h i p s  s t o p p i n g  at W h i t -

10 t i e r  a n d  of  r e c r e a t i o n a l  b u s i n e s s e s  o p e r a t i n g  out o f  W h i t t i e r ;  a n d

1 1  W H E R E A S  W h i t t i e r  is a l s o  g r o w i n g  i n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e  to m a n y

12 A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  w h o  t r a v e l  to W h i t t i e r  e a c h  s u m m e r  f o r  w a t e r - r e l a t e d

13 r e c r e a t i o n ,  a n d  w h o  d e p e n d  f o r  this p u r p o s e  u p o n  a c c e s s  to W h i t t i e r ;  a n d

14 W H E R E A S  d e m a n d  f or W h i t t i e r  h a r b o r  b e r t h s  by  r e c r e a t i o n a l  b o a t e r s  f ar

15 e x c e e d s  the a v a i l a b l e  h a r b o r  s p ace; a n d

16 W H E R E A S  the T h i r t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c r e a t e d  t h e  A l a s k a

17 M a r i n e  P a r k  s y s t e m  to p r o t e c t  a r e a s  w i t h i n  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  f o r  p u b l i c

18 r e c r e a t i o n ;  a nd

19 W H E R E A S  the p l a n n e d  d i s p o s a l  o f  m u n i c i p a l  l a n d  b e t w e e n  W h i t t i e r  a n d

20 S h o t g u n  C o v e  for c o m m u n i t y  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  the

21 i n t e r e s t  in the W h i t t i e r  a r e a  f or r e c r e a t i o n a l  h o m e s  o r  p e r m a n e n t  r e si-

22 d e n c e s ;  a n d

23 W H E R E A S  in 1984, o v e r  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  v i s i t e d  W h i t t i e r ,  i n c l u d i n g

24 t r a v e l e r s  on  the A l a s k a  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m ;  a n d

25 W H E R E A S  the s u m m e r  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  P o r t a g e  a n d  W h i t t i e r  d u r i n g

26 t he s u m m e r  o f  1984 w a s  too i n f r e q u e n t  to m e e t  t he n e e d s  of  A n c h o r a g e  v i s i -

27 tors to W h i t t i e r ;  and

28 • W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  has b e e n  a c q u i r e d  by  t he state, a n d  t r a n s -

29 p o r t a t i o n  p l a n n i n g  c an go f o r w a r d  at the s t a t e  l e v e l  o n  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e
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1 b a sis; a nd

2 W H E R E A S  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  is

3 e x a m i n i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  for i m p r o v i n g  a c c e s s  to W h i t t i e r ;

4 B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c o m m e n d s  the D e p a r t -

5 m e n t  of  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a nd P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  its i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of w a y s

6 to i m p r o v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to W h i t t i e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he p o s s i b i l i t y  of p a v i n g

7 o ne or b o t h  of the r a i l r o a d  t u n n e l s  b e t w e e n  P o r t a g e  a n d  W h i t t i e r ,  a n d  of

8 i n c r e a s i n g  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e  by  t he A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d ;  a n d  be  it

9 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that th e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  u r g e s  t he D e p a r t -

10 m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  to e s t a b l i s h  as a p r i o r i t y  the

11 p l a n n i n g  of i m p r o v e d  a c c e s s  to W h i t t i e r  an d  b e t w e e n  W h i t t i e r  a n d  S h o t g u n

12 C o v e  so tha t  the F o u r t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c a n  c o n s i d e r  the

13 d e p a r t m e n t ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  t a k e  a c t i o n  o n  this m a t t e r ;  a n d  be  it

14 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that t he A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  the

15 A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  i n i t i a t e  i n c r e a s e d  s u m m e r  s h u t t l e  s e r v i c e

16 b e t w e e n  P o r t a g e  a nd W h i t t i e r  u n t i l  t he s t a t e  m a k e s  a p e r m a n e n t  d e c i s i o n  o n

17 this a c c e s s  p r o blem.
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