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Bill No. H o u s e  B i l l  66 Date J a n u a r y  2 1 ,  1 9 8 5

Title " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ;  ContactJ .  L .  M c C l i n t o c k
a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  4 6 5 - 2 7 9 0

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  a n d  t h e  W o r k e r s '  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  r e c o m m e n d s  p a s s a g e  
o f  H o u s e  B i l l  66 ,  p r o v i d i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  b o a r d  p a n e l  f o r  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a .  
T h i s  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d  f r o m  e i g h t  l a y  m e m b e r s  t o  t e n  l a y  
m e m b e r s .

■ '.i*1' *• ■' * *■ r i  fv k -t . • _ w * • ■'*’ ' * ■'? '* • , .vXc.y V1.  ̂ t. . r - v ' *" i** ? iWi"***" *■,*1 ■ • . , *
T h e  a d d i t i o n a l  b o a r d  p a n e l  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  r e g i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  
e x p e d i t i o u s l y  h a n d l e  t h e  h e a v y  b o a r d  h e a r i n g  l o a d  f o r  t h a t  a r e a .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  
i t  t o o k  u p  t o  f o u r  m o n t h s  f o r  p a r t i e s  t o  o b t a i n  a  b o a r d  h e a r i n g  i n  t h e  
A n c h o r a g e  a r e a .  B y  s c h e d u l i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  h e a r i n g  r o u n d s ,  w h i c h  m o r e  t h a n  
d o u b l e s  t h e  d a y s  S o u t h c e n t r a l  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  s i t  h e a r i n g s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  
p a n e l s ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  s c h e d u l e  p a r t i e s  f o r  h e a r i n g  w i t h i n  4 5  t o  6 0  
d a y s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  l a y  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d e d i c a t e  t h a t  m u c h  t i m e  t o
h e a r i n g s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  j o b  c o m m i t m e n t s  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .  D u r i n g  t h e
l a s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  t h r e e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  b o a r d  l e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  r e s i g n  
b o a r d  p o s i t i o n s  d u e  t o  t h e  e x p a n d e d  h e a r i n g  s c h e d u l e .

I t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  b o a r d  p a n e l  b e  a d d e d  i n  S o u t h c e n t r a l  s o  t h a t
t h e  e x p a n d e d  h e a r i n g  s c h e d u l e  w i l l  b e  m e t ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  p a r t i e s  t o  b e  
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  h e a r i n g  w i t h i n  4 5  d a y s .

A P P R O V E D

Q im  R o b i s o n  
C o m m i s s i o n e r

P O S IT IO N  PAPER/Department of Labor



BILL SHEFFIELD, G O VERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A B O R P.O. BOX 1149 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99802

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
phone: ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 7 0 0

J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1 9 3 5

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r e d  Z h a r o f f  
C h a i r m a n
L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f :

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  W o r k e r s '  C o m p e n s a t i o n  b i l l ,  H o u s e  B i l l  66 ,  i s  p r e s e n t l y  
b e f o r e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e .

A f t e r  t h i s  b i l l  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e ,  i t  c a m e  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  i t  
s h o u l d  h a v e  c a r r i e d  a n  i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  J u l y  1 ,  
1 9 8 5  d a t e  r e f l e c t e d .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  I  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  
a m e n d i n g  S e c t i o n  2  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  66 t o  r e a d :

T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  
w i t h  AS  0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

T h i s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  i m m e d i a t e  r e l i e f  t o  o u r  e x i s t i n g  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  
h a v i n g  d i f f i c u l t y  d e d i c a t i n g  s o  m u c h  t i m e  t o  W o r k e r s '  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  
h e a r i n g s .

I  a p o l o g i z e  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  o v e r s i g h t  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  h e l p .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C o m m i s s i o n e r
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A i l O I t  /

D IV IS ION OF WORKERS' COMPENSATION

/

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

1111 WEST 8th, Rm 305 
BOX 1149
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802 
PHONE: (9071 465-2790

F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1 9 8 5

M i c h a e l  T h i l l  
P r o f e s s i o n a l  A s s i s t a n t  
L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  AK  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  M i c h a e l :

A t t a c h e d  a r e  t h e  w o r k l o a d  f i g u r e s  y o u  r e q u e s t e d  o n  t h e  A l a s k a  W o r k e r s '  
C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d .

N o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  w o r k l o a d  f i g u r e s  a r e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  t h e  f u l l  
B o a r d  m e e t s  i n  t w o  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n s  p e r  y e a r  f o r  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  d a y s  
e a c h  i n  J u n e a u ,  A n c h o r a g e  o r  F a i r b a n k s ;  t h e  f i v e  d a y  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  
f o r  n ew  B o a r d  m e m b e r s ;  a n d  t h e  p a r t  o f  d a y s  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s p e n d  i n  
r e v i e w i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  o r d e r s  d r a f t e d  b y  t h e  h e a r i n g  o f f i c e r s  a n d  
k e e p i n g  a b r e a s t  o f  d e c i s i o n s  i s s u e d  b y  o t h e r  B o a r d  p a n e l s  a n d  t h e  
S u p e r i o r  a n d  S u p r e m e  C o u r t s .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me  i f  y o u  h a v e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .

Very tr u lv  yours, ^ ----------— —...

J a c a u ^ y n  L .  M c C l i n t o c k ,  D i r e c t o r  
W o o e r s '  C o m p e n s a t i o n  D i v i s i o n

A t t a c h m e n t

c c :  C o m m i s s i o n e r  J i m  R o b i s o n
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B IL L . S H E F F I E L D ,
g o v e r n o r

a

-.'I'*-. " ' ' ■ - '■ \  i

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

J u n e a i i

J a n u a r y  15, 19 8 5

m  *  &■jzru

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18, o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  r e l a t i n g  to the 
W o r k e r s '  C o m p e n s a t i o n  Board. T h i s  b i l l  e s t a b l i s h e s  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  W o r k e r s '  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  p a n e l  for the s o u t h -  
c e n t r a l  r e g i o n  t o  d e a l  w i t h  the i n c r e a s e d  l o a d  o f  h e a r i n g s  
h e l d  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  area. ( C u r r e n t l y  it t a k e s  up  to four 
m o n t h s  to  o b t a i n  a h e a r i n g . )  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  b i l l  p r o­
p o s e s  to  b r i n g  the l a w  i n t o  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  
b y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  the lay m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b o a r d ,  b u t  n o t  the 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  l a b o r  o r  his d e s i g n e e ,  a r e  s u b j e c t  to 
c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  (As a d e p a r t m e n t  head, the 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  is, o f  cour s e ,  a l r e a d y  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r­
ma t i o n .  )

T h i s  b i l l  is a h i g h  p r i o r i t y  for the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Labor, 
a n d  I u r g e  y o u r  p r o m p t  a n d  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  it.

S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l  S h e f f i e l d ^  /  
G o v e r n o r



^Alaska Jitaie ^Ccgtslature
S e n a t e

Committee on CaSor &  Commerce  Pouch v
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

C h a i r m a n ' s  I n f o r m a t i o n :

1 )  HB 66 " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  w o r k e r s '  c o m p e n s a t i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g
f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

a )  I n t r o d u c e d :  G o v e r n o r
b )  C o - S p o n s o r s :

2 )  I N T E N T :  T o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  b o a r d  p a n e l  f o r  S o u t h c e n t r a l
R e g i o n  t o  e x p e d i t e  t h e  h e a r i n g  p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e  W o r k e r s  Comp  
B o a r d .  I n c r e a s e s  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d  f r o m  8 l a y  
m e m b e r s  t o  1 0  l a y  m e m b e r s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s  
a r e  m a d e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  b o a r d  m e m b e r s .
S p e l l s  o u t  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  l a y  m e m b e r s  r e q u i r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
c o n f i r m a t i o n .

L&C CS c o n t a i n s  a n  i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  a s  r e q u e s t e d  
b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r .

F I S C A L  N O T E S :  $ 0  ( ? N  F Y & 5

F Y g C . )
IM P O R T A N T :  N e e d  a  m o t i o n  t o  a a o p t  t h e  CS  b e f o r e  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e
B I L L  H I S T O R Y :  6 Do  p a s s  i n  H ( L & C ) ;  H o u s e  F l o o r :  3 3 y  5 n a y

3 )  COMMITTEE  COMMENTS:

4 )  P U B L I C  H E A R I N G S :

a )  S p o n s o r

b )  P u b l i c  w i t n e s s e s :

5 )  B I L L  A C T I O N :

a )  H o l d  i n  c o m m i t t e e ?
b )  A s s i g n  t o  s u b  c o m m i t t e  f o r  f u r t h e r  r e v i e w ?
c )  M o v e  f r o m  C o m m i t t e e ?
d )  c l o s e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ?

6 )  COMMITTEE  A C T I O N :
a )  a m e n d m e n t s ?
b )  CS  a d o p t i o n ?  ( I  h a v e  a  d r a f t  CS  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a n  i m m e d i a t e

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e )

C w / ' A j u * h o N

Official Business
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I N T E N T :  T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  t o  e x p e d i t e  t h e  W o r k e r s '

C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  h e a r i n g  p r o c e s s  b y  c r e a t i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  

i / ' *  y  p a n e l  f o r  t h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l  R e g i o n .  T h e  b i l l  i n c r e a s e s  t h e

SCS HB 66 (L&C)

c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  f r o m  8 l a y  m e m b e r s  t o  1 0  l a y  m e m b e r s  

a n d  m a k e s  c l e a r  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  l a y  m e m b e r s  r e q u i r e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  

b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

F u n d i n g  r e q u i r e d  i s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r s  

o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  a n d  a  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e  a c c o m p a n i e s  t h i s  b i l l .

T h e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  CS  c o n t a i n s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  c h a n g e  

w h i c h  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .  T h e  CS  p r o v i d e s  f o r  

a n  i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

W O R K E R ' S  COMP BOARD :

A d m i n i s t e r s  t h e  w o r k e r s  c o m p  a c t ;  s i t s  a s  j u d g e / j u r y  v c r  
i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  d i s p u t e s  b e t w e e n  i n j u r e d  w o r k e r  a n d  i n s u r e r .

R e c e i v e s  $ 5 0  p e r  d a y  a n d  s t a n d a r d  t r a v e l / p e r  d i e m



/ A

jty

Original sponsor: Rules/Governor
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2/4/85

BY THE LABOR AND
IN THE HOUSE COMMERCE COMMITTEE

SENATE CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 66 (L&C)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to workers' comp ins at ion; and p r o­

viding for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  Section 1. AS 23.30.005(a) is amended to read:

(a) The Alaska Workers' Compensation Board consists [SHALL 

CONSIST] of [NINE MEMBERS, INCLUDING] a southern panel of three m e m­

bers sitting for the first judicial district, a northern panel of 

three members sitting for the second and fourth judicial districts, 

two southcentral panels [A SOUTH-CENTRAL PANEL] of three members each 

sitting for the third judicial district, and one panel of three m e m­

bers that may sit in any judicial district. Each panel must [SHALL] 

include the commissioner of labor or the designated representative of 

the commissioner, a representative of industry^ and a representative
i \

of labor. The latter two members of each panel shall be appointed by 

the governor and [. ALL PANEL MEMBERS] are subject to confirmation by 

a majority of the members of the legislature in joint session.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-

10.070(c).

- S c s  H & U  Z f t C .



Worker's Compensation

MEMBER APPT REAPPT TERM

J o e  H .  B u t l e r  
P . O .  B o x  7 0 4  
A n c h o r a g e  9 9 5 1 0  
A t  L a r g e / L a b o r

T h o m a s  W.  C h a n d l e r  
1 2 1 7  W a t e r  S t r e e t  
K e t c h i k a n  9 9 9 0 1  
1 s t  J D / I n d u s t r y

E l m e r  E l l e r  
7 8 0 1  L o t u s  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e  9 9 5 0 1  
3 r d  J D / I n d u s t r y

M a r y  A .  P i e r c e  
2 0 4 0  S t u r b r i d g e  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e  9 9 5 0 1  
3 r d  J D / I n d u s t r y

D e l i a  I .  P r u h s  
P . O .  B o x  1 7 3 5  
F a i r b a n k s  9 9 7 0 7  
2 / 4 t h  J D / I n d u s t r y

D a v i d  W. R i c h a r d s  
3 1 1 2  W i l d  M e a d o w  L a n e  
J u n e a u  9 9 8 0 1  
1 s t  J D / L a b o r

J i m  R o b i s o n  
L a b o r
J u n e a u  9 9 8 0 2
C o m m . / D e s i g n e e  -  C h a i r

J a c k i e  S .  R u s s e l l  
P . O .  B o x  4 1 5 7  
k e n a i  9 9 6 1 1  
A t  L a r g e / I n d u s t r y

J o e  0 .  T h o m a s  I I  
8 7 9  V i d e  Way  
F a i r b a n k s  9 9 7 0 1  
2 / 4 t h  J D / L a b o r

8 3 / 0 3 / 1 5

8 2 / 0 6 / 1 8

8 5 / 0 7 / 0 1

8 5 / 0 7 / 0 1

8 5 / 0 1 / 0 2 8 5 / 0 7 / 0 1

8 4 / 0 7 / 3 1 8 7 / 0 7 / 0 1

8 3 / 0 8 / 1 9 8 6 / 0 7 / 0 1

8 0 / 0 6 / 0 6 8 3 / 0 8 / 1 9 8 6 / 0 7 / 0 1

8 2 / 1 2 / 0 6

8 3 / 0 3 / 1 5 8 5 / 0 7 / 0 1

83/08/19 84/07/02 87/07/01



BY TUB RULES COMMITTEE BY
IN THE HO U S E  REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 66 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A  BILL

For an A c t  entitled: "An Act relating to workers' compensation; and p r o­

viding for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 23.30.005(a) is amended to read:

(a) The Alaska Workers' Compensation Board consists [SHALL 

CONSIST] of [NINE MEMBERS, INCLUDING] a southern panel of three m e m­

bers sitting for the first judicial district, a northern panel of 

three members sitting for the second and fourth judicial districts, 

two southcentral panels [A SOUTH-CENTRAL PANEL] of three, members each 

sitting for the third judicial district, and one panel of three m e m­

bers that may sit in any judicial district. Each panel m u 3 t [SHALL] 

include the commissioner of labor or the designated representative of 

the commissioner, a representative of industry^ and a representative 

of labor. The latter two members of each panel must [SHALL] be ap­

pointed by the governor and [. A L L  PANEL MEMBERS] are subject to 

confirmation by a majority of the members of the legislature in joint 

session.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect July 1, 1985.
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STATE OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
_______________ FISCAL NOTE_____________

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :

R E Q U E S T  UT3
B i l  1 / R e s o l u t i o n  N o . :  H B  6 b  
T i t l e :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g t o

F I S C A L  D E T A I L  
A g e n c y  A f f e c t e d :  L a b o r

w o r k e r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n . ___________________
S p o n s o r :  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  
R e q u e s t o r : K u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  
D a t e  o f  R e q u e s t :  D e c e m b e r  4 ,  1 9 8 4

P r o g r a m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e d :  p u b l i c ___________
P r o t e c t i o n ____________________________
B R U ,  P r o g r a m  o r  S u b p r o g r a m ( s )  A f f e c t e d :  
W o r k e r s '  C o m p e n s a t i o n _______________________________

O P E R A T I N G
FY 85 ' T O S " " FY  87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90

l u o  PERSONAL SERVICES 
200 TRAVEL 
300 CONTRACTUAL 
WO SUPPL IES  
500 EQUIPMENT 
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS 
WO MISCELLANEOUS

TO T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0 0 Q ________& ___________ f) ________Q—  . .

C A P I T A L

[ R E V E N U E

F U N D I N G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
j'ENERAU fund  
FEDERAL FUNDS 
DTHER 
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 o .Q ...............

-uLl - t i m e
’ ART-TIME
TEMPORARY

A N A L Y S I S :  A t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s a r y

P r e p a r e d  B y  : J a c q u e l y n  L .  M c C l i n t o c k  
D i  v  i  s  i  o n : Wo r k e r s 1 C o m p e n s a t i o n

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n £ j ; : J i m  R o B T s o n  
A g e n c y : L a b o r  v

L E G : B : 5

P h o n e :  4 6 5 - 2 7 9 0  
D a t e :  1 2 / 4 / 3 4

D a t e :  1 2 / 4 / 8 4

D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  A g e n c y  p r e p a r i n g  f i s c a l  n o t e )  
L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  
R e q u e s t o r
O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t  
I m p a c t e d  A g e n c y ( i e s ) 7/1/84.




