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TO:

FROM:
S e n a to r  F red  Z a r o f f  

Rep . John Ringf 

DATE: A p r i l  1 2 ,  1985 ^

RE: HB 2 5 6 ,  An a c .  e l a t i n g  to  econom ic deve lopment p o l i c y

■mm
m m

A ttached a r e  m a t e r i a l s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  HB 2 5 6 . You w i l l  f i n d  my w r i t t e n  
comments, l e t t e r s  o f  s u p p o r t  f rom  th e  Resou rce s  Development C o u n c i l ,  F a i rb a n k s  
N orth  S t a r  B o rough , and A la s k a  M ine rs  A ssoc . I n  a d d i t i o n  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  
suppo r t  o f  HB 256 a r e :  A la s k a  C on fe ren c e  o f  Mayors , A la s k a  M un ic ip a l  League , 
Western A la s k a  B u i ld in g  and C o n s t r u c t i o n  T rade  C o u n c i l ,  A la s k a  S t a t e  Chamber o f  
Commerce, Anchorage C onven t ion  & V i s i t o r s  Bu reau , and the  F a i rb a n k s  Chap te r o f  
th e  S o c ie t y  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E n g in e e r s .

i ' i .
A lso  in c lu d e d  i s  a summary o f  a December 184 p o l l  by A la sk a  C o n s t ru c t io n  & O i l  
on A la skan  b u s in e s s  a t t i t u d e s .  T h is  r e f l e c t s  th a t  74% o f  A la skan  b u s in e s s  
p e op le  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  d i s c o u ra g e s  r e s p o n s ib l e  deve lopment th rough  i t s  
p o l i c i e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s .  F u r t h e r  emphas iz ing  the  need f o r  economic 
deve lopment a r e  some r e c e n t  newspaper a r t i c l e s .

F re d ,  as the  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  run n in g  s h o r t  on t im e , and i n  the i n t e r e s t  o f  
HB 256 be ing  g iv en  ample o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  pass  t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  
re q u e s t  y ou r  a c t i o n  t o  w a ive  HB 256 ou t  o f  Sena te  Labor & Commerce Committee , 
and a l l o w  h e a r in g s  t o  t a k e  p la c e  i n  one Sena te  committee o n l y ,  t h a t  be ing  the  
Senate R e sou rce s  Committee .

Thank you f o r  y ou r  c o n s id e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

"Memo from prime sponsor/ Backup
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HB 256 , an a c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  economic deve lopment p o l i c y  o f  the s t a t e ,  i s  
a g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  s t a tem en t ,  a d d re s s in g  the  need f o r  a s t a b l e ,  d i v e r s i f i e d

th rough  the  s t a t e ' s  c o o p e r a t i o n  w ith  th e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r .

A la sk a  s o r e l y  l a c k s  an econom ic deve lopment p o l i c y .

T h is  f a c t  has h i t  us h a r d ,  w i th  th e  sudden d e c l in e  i n  revenues we a re  
c u r r e n t l y  f a c i n g .  I t  had been a n t i c i p a t e d ,  t h a t  by che time the o i l  revenue 
d o l l a r s  s t a r t e d  f a l l i n g  o f f ,  A la s k a  wou ld be w e l l  on the  road  to  a s t a b l e ,  
d i v e r s i f i e d  economy. The o i l  re venues  a r e  now on the  d e c l i n e ,  and lo o k in g  a t  
th e  w o r ld -w id e  m a rk e t  s i t u a t i o n  and p r i c i n g  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  o i l ,  t h i s  i s  a 
lo n g - t e rm  s i t u a t i o n .

HB 256 r e f l e c t s  A la s k a ' s  need and d e s i r e  to  f u r t h e r  i t s  economic v i a b i l i t y .  
T h is  c o n f i rm a t i o n  i s  a lo n g - t e rm  commitment towards the g o a l  o f  d i v e r s i f y i n g  
o u r  economy, thu s  c r e a t i n g  more j o b s  f o r  the  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e ,  
and a l l o w in g  them the  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  con t in u e  to  make A la s k a  t h e i r  home. 
F u r t h e r ,  HB 256 w i l l  s e rv e  as a s i g n a l  t o  domestic  and f o r e i g n  b u s in e s s e s  o f  
o u r  commitment t o  economic deve lopm en t .

Passage o f  HB 256 w i l l  c o n f i rm  t h i s  i n t e n t .  Th is  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  a g e n e r a l  
p o l i c y  s ta tem en t  and i s  n o t  in te n d ed  to  f a v o r  any in d u s t r y  o r  p r o j e c t .

I ' v e  been asked abou t th e  need f o r  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  as a s t a t u t e  r a t h e r  than 
a r e s o l v e .  B i l l y  B e r r i e r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s ,  has s t a t e d  t h a t  a 
r e s o l v e  does n o t  have th e  w e igh t  o r  i n t e n t  t h a t  a s t a t u t e  c a r r i e s .  F u r t h e r ,  
th e  i n t e n t  o f  a r e s o l u t i o n  o n ly  h o ld s  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  L e g i s l a t u r e .  Our g o a l  
must be a l o n g - t e rm ,  c on t in u ou s  commitment to  deve lop  A la s k a ' s  economy.

economic b a se , and d e c l a r i n g  A la s k a ' s  commitment t o  f o s t e r  such deve lopment

I  a sk  f o r  y ou r  s u p p o r t ,  and thank  you f o r  you r  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  HB 256 .



' m v ,  F a i r b a n k s
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Feb ru a ry  1 2 ,  1985

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  John R in g s ta d  
A la sk a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V
Juneau AK 99811 

Dear John :

Based on th e  ad v ic e  o f  s e v e r a l  p e o p le  in c lu d in g  H a ro ld  H e in ze ,  
P r e s id e n t ,  ARCO A la s k a ,  I n c . ,  Bob B e t t i s w o r t h ,  D r .  E a r l  B e i s t l i n e ,  D r .  
W i l l i am  Wood and o t h e r s ,  we have fo rmed a s ta t ew id e  Resou rce  P o l i c y  
C o a l i t i o n  t o  add re ss  th e  needs o f  r e s o u rc e  deve lopment th rou gh ou t o u r  
s t a t e .

At o u r  i n i t i a l  m ee t in g , th e  f i r s t  r e s o l u t i o n  we adopted was a 
p o l i c y  s ta tem en t on economic deve lopm en t . I  would l i k e  f o r  you and 
o th e r  members o f  th e  i n t e r i o r  d e le g a t i o n  t o  rev iew  th e  p o l i c y  s ta tem en t 
i n  hopes t h a t  you w i l l  do whateve r i s  n e c e s s a ry  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  as a 
s ta tem en t o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a ' s  p o l i c y  on economic deve lopm ent .

TMS p o l i c y  s ta tem en t on economic deve lopment has been suppo r ted  by 
th e  A la sk a  M un ic ip a l League , A la s k a  C on fe ren ce  o f  M ayo rs , F a i rb a n k s  
N orth  S t a r  Borough , G re a t e r  F a i rb a n k s  Chamber o f  Commerce, C i t y  o f  
Seward, A la s k a  M in ing A s s o c ia t i o n  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s .  I  t h in k  i t  i s  
im po rtan t  t h a t  members o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  d e le g a t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  a r e a  
where most o f  th e  r e s o u rc e s  a re  lo c a t e d ,  p r o v id e  th e  l e a d e r s h ip  by 
in t r o d u c in g  and s u p p o r t in g  th e  r e s o l u t i o n  f o r  th e  deve lopment and 
p ro c e s s in g  o f  th o s e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

I f  you have q u e s t io n s  r e g a rd in g  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  p l e a s e  do n o t  h e s i t a t e  
t o  c on ta c t  me.

B .B . ALLEN
Borough Mayor

BBA:a l

e n c lo s u re

P.O. Box 1267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 (907)452-4761
■ ■■ K." ' '



f o r  A l a s k a ,  Inc.
807 "G" Street, Suite 200, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3440 

Box 100516, Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0516 - 907/276-0700

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Aaula P Eosley
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Charles R. Webber. President 
K. Daniel Hinkle. Vice Pres 
E. Thomas Pargoter. Vice Pres. 
Dale P. Tubbs, Secretary 
J. Shelby Slastny, Treasurer 
Boyd J. Bra*nlield 
Cbn L. Finney 
Robert V/. Fleming'
John Forceskie 
Mono Frey 
O K. "Easy" Gilbreth 
John I. Hall 
Sara S Hemphill 
Joseph R. Henri 
n-nl R. Holdsworth 
John T Kelsey 
Emei H "Pole’' Nelson 
John Rense 
R G. Rodriguez 
R. D. Slock 
Robert I. Swetnam 
Jack Werner
DIRECTORS/FOUNDERS'

John Abshire 
Hameed Ahmad 
Eart H. Beistlme 
Rex I. Bishopp 
Itooerl T. Blaney 
Robert A. Breeze 
Gen E. Briggs 
Milton Byrd 
Larry Dmneen 
James V. Drew 
James G. "Bud1’ Dye'
Fred O Easiaugh'
Tom Fink' 
lee E. Fisher'
Dan R Fondell 
Kelly Goy 
Robert Gilliland 
Howard Grey 
Dove Harbour 
Arthur R. Hauver 
Roger R Haxby 
Hazel Hoolh 
Dave Heatwole 
Carl W. Heinmiller 
Charles F Herbert 
M. A. Higgins 
Joe Jackovich 
Jerry E Joan 
John Choon Kim 
Frank Klett 
Kay H, Lasley 
Kay Linton'
Fhillip L. locker 
Charles E. Logsdon 
Dennis W. lohse 
Jeffrey B lowenfets 
Paul J. Martin 
G R. Meeks 
Michael Milhollln 
Pat Mulligan 
Max D. Nailey 
Richard A. Peluso 
Wiliam Purrmglon 
Irene Ryan 
Un S. Sloane 
Mary J. Sulliff 
Dale Teel 
Joe J. Thomas 
Rchard W. Tindall 
Rudy J. Trosclair 
Joe Usibelll 
Lyle Von Bargen 
James Wakefield 
Cyril R. Wanamakor 
Anilo Williams 
low M. Williams 
Jed Holley. Staff Consultant
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 
Senator Ted Stevens 
Senator Frank Murkowskl 
Congressman Don Young 
Governor Bill Sheffield

M a r c h  5 ,  1 9 8 5

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n  R i n g s t a d  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  J o h n :

W e  a r e  s o  p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  H B  2 5 6  i n t r o d u c e d  w i t h  y o u  a s  

s p o n s o r .  T h i s  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  b i l l  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a  a n d  t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l .  Y o u r  

s p o n s o r s h i p  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  i s  c r e a t i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  

t h e  b i l l  b y  t h o s e  w h o  k n o w  y o u  a n d  y o u r  r e c o r d .

W e  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  b e e n  p u s h i n g  f o r  t h i s  s o r t  o f  s t a t e  

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c y  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  W i t h  

t h i s  b i l l  A l a s k a  c a n  h a v e  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  g u i d e l i n e s  

f o r  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  e n v i s i o n e d  i n  o u r  

c o n s t i t u t i o n .  .

I  a m  a w a r e  t h a t  H B  2 5 6  i s  t e n t a t i v e l y  s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e  

h e a r d  i n  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  M a r c h  2 0 .  Y o u  c a n  b e  s u r e  

t h a t  t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o u n c i l  w i l l  h a v e  

t e s t i m o n y — p r e p a r e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  

i t s  t i m e l y  p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  H o u s e .

P l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n o w  i f  t h ’e r e  i s  a n y  b a c k g r o u n d  o r  

r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e  c a n  p r o v i d e  t o  a i d  i t s  p a s s a g e .

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t .

\<$>

S i n c e r e ! '

R E S O U R C E  D E V E L O P 7 J R N T  C O U N C I L  

f o r  X l a s k a ,  I n c /

P a u l a  P .  E a s l e y  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

c c :  M i c h a e l  A b b o t t ,  R D C  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o o r d i n a t o r



- ALASKA MINERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
509 W. Third Ave., Suite 17, Anchorage. Alaska 99501 (907) 276-0347

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B e n  G r u s s e n d o r f  

S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  

A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E  

P o u c h  V  ( M S  3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S p e a k e r  G r u s s e n d o r f :

T h e  A l a s k a  M i n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  y o u  a n d  

t h e  o t h e r  s p o n s o r s  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  N o .  2 5 6  e s t a b . '  i s h i n g  a n  e c o n o m i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  W e  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  y o u ,  a n d  t h e  

o t h e r  s p o n s o r s ,  a n d  i n f o r m  y o u  o '  o u r  t o t a l  s u p p o r t  o f  H B  2 5 6  i n  

i t s  p r e s e n t  f o r m  ( s e e  a t t a c h e d ) .  .  .

W e  h a v e  l o n g  s u p p o r t e d  t u e  a d o p t i o n  o f  s u c h  a  p o l i c y  a n d  c o n t i n u e  

t o  d o  s o .

S i n c e r e l y ,

t T I O N

E n c l o s u r e  

c c :  R i n g s t a d

A d a m s  

C a t o  

F r a n k  

L a r s o n  

M . W .  M i l l e r  

P e r c e  

R i e g e r  

S h u l t z  

S u n d  

T a y l o r  

U e h l i n g  

H a n l e y  

J e n k i n s

M a r c h  1 3 ,  1 9 8 5 MAR 1 g jggg



T H E
A ftl-D IT T M A N

PO LL
of Alaska business leaders

The Aftl-Dittman Poll is a regular monthly feature of A la s k a  C o n s t r u c t io n  & C ‘l 
and Alaska AnalystslDittman Research. Each month several hundred Alaska bo 
nessmen and businesswomen are contacted and asked their opinions on questions of 
statewide importance. The statewide totals are combined and published in the weekly 
business newsletter A l a s k a  f ro m  t h e  I n s id e  (A ftI )  and in A la s k a  C o n s t r u c t io n  & 
O il. The respondents included in the sample are representative of their fields of activity 
and are located throughout the state.

QUESTION
" O v e ra ll , do y o u  feel s t a t e  g o v e rn m e n t r e g u la tio n s  a n d  policies a re  m o s t l ik e ly  to  

en c o u ra g e  o r  d isc o u ra g e  w e ll-p la n n e d , re sp o n s ib le  re so u rce  d evelopm en t?"

RESU LTS

C o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  T im b e r  
P e t r o le u m  a n d  M in in g  
F in a n c e  a n d  S e r v i c e s

T O T A L

ANALYSIS
N e a r ly  th r e e -q u a r te r s  (7491) o f  A la s k a ’s  b u s in e ss  le a d e rs  in te rv ie w ed  in  N o v em b er 

feel s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t  r e g u la tio n s  a n d  p o lic ies  discourage w ell-p lan n ed  a n d  re sp o n s i­
b le  re so u rc e  d e v e lo p m e n t.

T h e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  re sp o n d e n ts  a g re e in g  v a r ie s  w idely  by in d u stry . P e t r o le u m  a n d  
M in in g  re s p o n d e n ts  a r e  th e  m o st a d a m a n t ,  w ith  8 5 ft a n sw e rin g " d is c o u ra g e ."

A rev iew  o f  th e  r e s p o n d e n ts ' c o m m e n ts  o ffered  d u r in g  th e  poll show s th a t  th e  A la sk a  
D e p a r tm e n t o f  F ish  a n d  G a m e  w as th e  m o st f re q u e n tly  m en tio n ed  ex am p le  o f  a  s t a te  
ag en cy  t h a t  d is c o u ra g e s  re so u rc e  d e v e lo p m e n t. T h e  c o m m en ts  a lso  in d ica ted  tw o  m a in  
re a so n s  fo r re s p o n d e n ts ’c o n c e rn  a b o u t g o v e rn m e n t po licies: ! •

(1) I t  is  d if f ic u lt  to  ju s t i f y  th e  e x p e n se  a n d  tim e  re q u ire d  to design  a  w e ll-p lan n ed  
d e v e lo p m e n t a n d  ta k e  i t  th ro u g h  th e  p e rm itt in g  p rocess w hen th e  lik e lih o o d  o f  
su c cess  is  a lw a y s  in  d o u b t.

(2) T h e  s t a te  e m p lo y e e s  w ho  w o rk  in  r e g u la to ry  a g en c ie s  a re  m ore lik e ly  to  h a v e  
r e g u la to ry  ("p ro te c tiv e " )  m e n ta l i t ie s  w h ich  m a y  b lin d  th em  to th e  b e n e f its  o f  
re so u rc e  d e v e lo p m e n t.

COMMENTS
"M ain ly  in  th e  p e r m i t  a r e a  —  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  F ish  a n d  G am e stops m o re  p ro jec ts  

th a n  a n y  a g e n c y . T h e y  a r e  a lw a y s  on  th e  s id e  o f  th e  S ie r ra  C lu b  an d  SE A C C . .Vo de­
velopment is  th e i r  p o licy .”

" I t  took  16 y e a r s  to  g e t  a  w a te r -u se  p e rm it  fo r m in in g  a n d  I h av e  a  coal p ro sp e c tin g  
p e rm it  a p p lic a tio n  t h a t  is  n in e  y e a r s  o ld  a n d  s t i l l  p en d in g ."

"T h e  te n d e n c y  in  s t a te  g o v e rn m e n t is  to  o v e r -re g u la te . T h e re  can  only be o n e  r e s u l t  
o f  th a t  te n d e n c y  —  o p e ra t in g  co s ts  u re  in c re a se d  bo th  by th e  re q u ire m e n ts  for com ­
p lia n c e  a n d  th e  co st o f  p ro c e ss in g  p a p e r ."

" I t  ta k e s  too  m u c h  t im e  a n d  effo rt to g e t p e rm iss io n  for access. It d isc o u rag es  people 
before th e y  e v e n  s t a r t . "

"R e g u la tio n s  a r e  b u i l t  a ro u n d  a  n e g a tiv e  a t t i tu d e ."

" D e fin ite ly  e n c o u ra g e d  —  a  m a rk e d  im p ro v e m e n t n o ted  in bo th  w ords a n d  deeds!"

"U n til th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F ish  a n d  G am e  is re s tr ic te d  from  m ak in g  u n i la te r a l  an d  
a rb i ta ry  d e c is io n s  c o n c e rn in g  re so u rc e  d e v e lo p m e n t, w e w ill be u n a b le  to en c o u ra g e  
d ev e lo p m en t no  m a t te r  how  w e ll-p la n n e d  an d  re sp o n sib le !"

E n c o u r a g e  D is c o u ra g e  U n d e c id e d  
22D- 7 8 tf  —
13fc 85 2n
422 562 22.
2 4 0  7 4 0  2 0

C A L E N D A R
E N ER G Y -SO U R C E S TECHNOLOGY CO N ­

FER EN C E & EXHIBITION —  S pon so red  
by th e  A m erican  S o c ie ty  ol M echanical E n ­
g in e e rs  a t L oew s A nato le  Hotel, Dallas, TX, 
(214) 247 -1 7 4 7 , F e b . 17-22.

TRAINING S E S S IO N S  ON DRILLING AND 
BLASTING TEC H N IQ U ES —  Explosives 
S e rv ices  C orp . o l Issa q u a h , W ash., (206) 
392-7112 , is co n d u c tin g  a  five-day training 
s e ss io n  on  drilling a n d  b lasting  tech n iq u es 
in K etchikan, F e b . 1 8 -F e b . 22; and  in A n­
ch o ra g e , F e b . 2 5 -M arch  1. .

INTRODUCTION TO M ICROCOM PUTERS
—  A sh o rt c o u r s e  p re se n te d  by the Society  
of Mining 'e e r s  of th e  Am erican Insti­
tute of Mining, M etallurgical ?.” d P etro leum  
E n g in eers , Hilton Hot6! N w  York. NY, 
(303) 9 7 3 -9 5 5 0 . F e b . 23-24.

FINANCE FO R  TH E M INERALS INDUSTRY
—  A sy m p o siu m  th a t is part ol the annual 
m eeting  e v e n ts  for th e  Society  of Mining 
E n g in e ers  of th e  A m erican  Institute of Min­
ing, M etallurgical a n d  Petro leum  E n­
g in ee rs : Hilton Hotel, N ew  York, NY, (303) 
973-9550 , F e b . 24 -28 .

STATE OIL AND G A S  L EA SE  SALE NO. 46A
—  A nch o rag e  W estw ard  Hilton Hotel, An­
ch o rag e , F e b . 26 .

AGC 66TH ANNUAL CONVENTION/CON­
STR U C TO R  EX PO SITIO N  —  T he A s­
so c ia ted  G en era l C o n trac to rs  of A m erica 
1985 conven tion , S a n  F rancisco , CA, F eb . 
27 -M arch  5.

ALASKA SU PPO Fr INDUSTRY ALLIANCE
—  C o n fe ren ce  o n  m arg inal oil field d e ­
velopm ent, C a p ta in  C o o k  Hotel, A nchor­
ag e . M arch  2.

FOURTH ANNUAL ALA SK A  CO N STRU C­
TION SU P P L Y  AND EQUIPM ENT SHOW
—  Exhibits an d  tech n ica l se s s io n s , Sullivan 
A rena, A n ch o rag e , (907) 346 -2424 . M arch 
21-22.

ARCTIC '8 5 : CIVIL ENGINEERIN G IN THE 
ARCTIC O F F S H O R E  —  A national s p e ­
cialty c o n fe re n c e  of th e  A m erican Society 
of Civil E n g in e e rs  a t th e  S h e ra to n  P a lace  
Hotel, S a n  F ra n c isco , CA , (713) 772-0876, 
M arch  25-27.

34TH ANNUAL VEHICLE MAINTENANCE/ 
M ANAGEM ENT C O N FE R E N C E  —  Spon­
so red  by th e  U niversity  of W ash ing ton . Col­
lege  of E n g ineering , a t  K an e  Hall, S eattle , 
WA. (206) 543-5 5 3 9 . M a rch  25-28.

ALASKA TR A N SPO R T A TIO N  FORUM —  
University of A lask a-F a irb an k s . A pril 15- 
16.

CABLE H A R V EST TEC H N IQ U E S —  Holiday 
Inn-Downtown. S p o k a n e , WA. (509) 838- 
6101, A pril 15-19.

U n i t e d  Vttey
of King County

T h a n k s  t o  y o u .
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"Independent in All Things. . .Neutral in None"
O th e r o p in io n s  e x p re s s e d  on th is  page do n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  

r e f le c t th o s e o f th e  D a i l y  N e w s -M in e r .

A l a s k a n s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t 
h a v e  b e e n  m e e t i n g  in  A n c h o r a g e  th is  w e e k  t o  d is c u s s  a 
s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e  o c c a s io n  w a s  a  c o n f e r e n c e  
s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  R e s o u r c e  D e v e lo p m e n t C o u n c i l ,  a n d  
t h e  a g e n d a  w a s  p a c k e d  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f g o v e r n ­
m e n t  a n d  in d u s t r y .

I t ’ s  t h a t  m i x  o f g o v e r n m e n t a n d  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  A la s ­
k a  m u s t  te n d  t o  i f  w e  a r e  t o  m e e t o u r g o a ls  o f  e c o n o m ic  
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n .  - *

T h o u g h  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  u s u a l ly  o p e r a t e s  b e s t w i t h  
a  m i n im u m  o f g o v e r n m e n t  in v o lv e m e n t , t h e  h i g h  p e r ­
c e n t a g e  o f g o v e r n m e n t - o w n e d  la n d  in  A la s k a  n e c e s s i ­
t a t e s  c lo s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  f r o m  a l l th r e e  le v e l s  o f  g o v e r n ­
m e n t — i e d e r a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  lo c a l .

M o s t  o f t h e  in d u s t r i e s  A la s k a  h o p e s t o  e n c o u r a g e —  
m i n i n g ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f i s h i n g ,  n a t u r a l g a s , p e t r o c h e m i c ­
a l s — c a n ’ t  b e  d e v e lo p e d  u n le s s  la n d  is  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  
a n d  z c c e s s  is  p r o v i d e d .  T h a t ’s w h e r e  g o v e r n m e n t s  c o m e  
i n ,  f o r  p r i v a t e  la n d  o w n e r s  in  A la s k a  c o n t i n u e  t o  h o ld  
o n l y  a  s m a l l s h a r e  o f  th e  la n d , e v e n  w h e n  N a t i v e  c o r ­
p o r a t i o n  la n d  h o ld in g s  a r e  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  r e c k o n in g .

E c o n o m ic  d e v e l o p m e n t is  n o t a n  e a s y  jo b  f o r  o u r  
s t a t e .  F o r  t h o u g h  w e ’ r e  b le s s e d  w i t h  a b u n d a n t n a t u r a l 
r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  c a n  s e r v e  a s  th e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  s u c h  
e f f o r t s ,  w e ’ r e  s e e k in g  to  b a la n c e  t h e i r  d e v e lo p m e n t w i t h  

/ a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f th e  n a t u r a l b e a u t y  o f o u r  l a n d  a n d  o f 
t h e  r e s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  f o r  w h i c h  n a t u r a l 
h a b i t a t  is  c r i t i c a l .

W h a t w e  c a n  a c c o m p l i s h  d e p e n d s  to  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  
u p o n  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f A la s k a n s . O u r s ta te  h a s  a  h ig h  le v e l 
o f  c i t i z e n  in v o l v e m e n t  in  d e c is io n -m a k in g  a n d  i t  is  p o s s i ­
b l e  f o r  a  f e w  p e o p le  t o  in f lu e n c e  m a jo r  d e c is io n s .

W h a t w e  m u s t s e e k , t h e n , is  a r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  A la s ­
k a  c a n n o t lo n g  a f f o r d  t h e  l u x u r y  o f o u r d i v e r s e  l i f e s t y l e s  
i f  o u r  e c o n o m y  d o e s  n o t r e m a i n  s t r o n g . N o r  w i l l  w e  b e  
a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  a m e n i t i e s  w e ’ v e  c o m e  to  e n jo y  i f  w e  
d o  n o t  d i v e r s i f y  o u r  s t a t e  r e v e n u e  s o u r c e s .

B y  r e c o g n iz in g  t h e  c o m p le x i t y  o f th e  e c o n o m ic  d e ­
v e l o p m e n t  j o b ,  A la s k a n s  s h o u ld  be a b le  t o  p l a n  a 
s t r a t e g y  t h a t  w i l l  p r o t e c t  o u r  la n d  a n d  a t t h e  s a m e  t im e  
d e v e l o p  o u r  r e s o u r c e s . I t  w i l l  t a k e  p la n n in g  a n d  f o r e ­
s i g h t ,  b u t i t ’ s n o t a jo b  to  s h i r k .

Editorial Opinion and Comment of

S E a a a ^ y  - u s m e r

A  s t r a t e g y  for the f u t u r e
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HB 256am: Summary

Amends Title 44 by adding a new chapter which makes a declaration 
of the State economic policy. Legislature declares that the state 
has a commitment toward "purposeful" development of its natural 
resources. The bill also provides legislative intent with respect 
to development and defines the activities which the state should un­
dertake to promote such an economic policy.

Summary

i
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• a n  A c t  en t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t he e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  p o l i c y

of the s t a t e . "

IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 44  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  67. G E N E R A L  S T A T E  POLICY.

Sec. 4 4 . 6 7 . 0 1 0 .  D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  S T A T E  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  P O L I­

CY. (a) To f u r t h e r  the g o a l s  of a s o u n d  e c o nomy, s t a b l e  e m p l o y m e n t ,  

a n d  a d e s i r a b l e  q u a l i t y  of life, th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e c l a r e s  that t he 

s t a t e  h as a c o m m i t m e n t  to f o s t e r  t h e  e c o n o m y  of A l a s k a  t h r o u g h  

p u r p o s e f u l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t he s t a t e ' s  a b u n d a n t  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  It 

is the l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  i n t e n t  tha t  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t

(1) o f f e r  l o n g - t e r m  b e n e f i t s  a nd i n c r e a s e d  e m p l o y m e n t  to I 

A l a s k a n s  by s t r e n g t h e n i n g  a n d  d i v e r s i f y i n g  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e c o n o m i c  b a s e  

a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  n e w  a c t i v i t i e s ;

(2) p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e  o r  

r e d u c e d  l i v i n g  c o s t s  by  c r e a t i n g  a c t i v i t y  i n  e c o n o m i c  s e c t o r s ;

(3) h a v e  a p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  o n  the r e v e n u e  n e e d s  a n d  f i s c a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  of the s t a t e  a n d  local c o m m u n i t i e s ;

(4) be u n d e r t a k e n  a f t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t he v i e w s  of 

c i t i z e n s  i m p a c t e d  b y  the d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  o n l y  a f t e r  a d e q u a t e  p r o ­

t e c t i o n  is a s s u r e d  f or A l a s k a ' s  e n v i r o n m e n t  t ]and —  t h e — A-l-as-k-an— h r f e

(b) To take a d v a n t a g e  of  i n v e s t m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a f f o r d e d  b y  

A l a s k a ' s  a b u n d a n t  r e s o u r c e s ,  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds tha t  the s t a t e  m u s t

HB  2 5 6  am
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c
u n d e r t a k e  a c t i v i t i e s  that s e r v e  as a c a t a l y s t  to r e s p o n s i b l e  e c o n o m i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t  in  t he s t a t e  f o r  the b e n e f i t  of its ci t i z e n s .  It is the 

p o l i c y  of the s t a t e  to

(1) d e v e l o p  a n d  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to d o m e s t i c  a n d  f o r e i g n  

i n v e s t o r s  to u s e  in e v a l u a t i n g  p r o j e c t  f e a s i b i l i t y ;

(2) w i t h  c o o p e r a t i o n  f r o m  i n v e s t o r s ,  i d e n t i f y  c o n s t r a i n t s  

to e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i m p o s e d  b y  a ll l e v e l s  of g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  w o r k  

w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  to s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  c r e a t e d  by  t h o s e  c o n­

stra i n t s ;

(3) w i t h  c o o p e r a t i o n  f r o m  i n v e s t o r s ,  i d e n t i f y  c o n s t r a i n t s  

to e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  s u c h  as l a c k  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  e n e r g y  

s y s t e m s  n e c e s s a r y  to s u p p o r t  t he e x t r a c t i o n ,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  an d  t r a n s p o r t  

of r e s o u r c e s  to m a r k e t s ,  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  or  o t h e r  

p r o g r a m s  to r e s o l v e  the d e f i c i e n c i e s ;

(4) p r o v i d e  a s t a b l e  t a x  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  c l i m a t e  that 

e n c o u r a g e s  e x p a n s i o n  of  the s t a t e ' s  e c o n o m i c  base;

(5) e n c o u r a g e  " v a l u e - a d d e d "  p r o c e s s i n g  in  the state;

(6) i m p r o v e  the s t a t e ' s  c o m p a r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  b y  o f f e r i n g  

e c o n o m i c  i n c e n t i v e s  that s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m a n d a t e s  f o r  

u t i l i z a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .

c

H B  2 5 6  am -2-
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Chairman's Information:

1) HB 256am "An act relating to the economic development policy
of the state"

a) Introduced: Ringstad plus 14 others

b) Co-Sponsors:

2) INTENT: Makes a declaration of the State's economic development
policy and defines the activities the state should under­
take to promote this policy.

FISCAL NOTE: none

NOTE:

3) ADDITIONAL REFERRALS: Resources and Rules

4) PUBLIC HEARINGS:

a) Sponsor:

b) Public witnesses:

5) BILL ACTION:

a) Hold in committee?
b) Assign to sub committee for further review?
c) Move from Committee?
d) close public hearings?

6) COMMITTEE ACTION:
a) amendments?
b) CS adoption?
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