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Ori g in al  sponsors: Josephson, V.Fischer,
Kelly and Sturgulewslci

IN THE S ENATE BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

CS FOR SENAT E J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 15 (Judiciary) 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

P r o p o s i n g  an a m e n d m e n t  to the C o n s t i t u­

tion of the State of A l a s k a  c r e a t i n g  a 

c o m m i s s i o n  on c o m p e n s a t i o n  of e l e c t e d  

o f f i c i a l s .

* S e c t i o n  I. A r t i c l e  II, sec. 7, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  is 

a m e nd ed  to read:

a nn ua l salaries, The y m a y  r e c e i v e  a p er d i e m  a l l o w a n c e  for expe n se s 

w h i l e  in sess io n and are e n t i t l e d  to travel expe ns es  go in g to a nd f r o m  

sessions. P r e s i d i n g  o fficers m a y  r e c ei v e a d d i t i o n a l  compensation. 

C o m p e n s a t i o n  of legislators shall be set: by the C o m m i s s i o n  on C o m p e n­

sation of E l e c te d Officials.

* Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  III, sec. 15, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of A la sk a is 

a m en de d to read:

the l ie ut e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  shall be p r e s c r i b e d  by the Com m i s s i o n  on 

C o m p e n s a t i o n  of E l e c t e d  O f f i c i a l s  [LAW] and shall n o t  b e  d i m i n i s h e d  

d ur in g their term of office, unles s by o rd er  of the c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s­

tent w i t h  a gener al  law a p p l y i n g  to all s a l a ri ed  of ficers of the

S t a t e .

* Sec. 3. A r t i c l e  XII, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of A l a s k a  is a m e n d e d

by a d d i n g  nev; sections to read:

SECTION 7. SALA RY  A N D  EXPENSES. L e g i s l a t o r s  shall r e c e iv e

S E CT IO N 15. COMPENSATION. The c o m p e n s a t i o n  of the g o v e r n o r  and

C o m m i s s i o n  on C o m p e n s a t i o n  of E l e c t e d  Officials. The c o m m i s s i o n  is 
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c o m p os ed  of five m e mb er s  a p p o i n t e d  by the governor, subject to c o n f i r­

mat i o n  by a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of the le gi sl a t u r e  in jo i nt  ses' 

sion. M e m b e r s  serve for s t a g g er ed  terms of six years. The g o v e r n o r  

shall appoi nt  membe rs  w i t h o u t  regar d to p o l i t ic a l affiliation. A 

m e m b e r  of the c om m i s s i o n  m a y  not be emp l oy ed  by the state during the 

m e m b e r ' s  te rm  and may not h o l d  an elec ti ve  state of fice d ur in g the 

terrn or w i t h i n  one y e a r  thereafter. Th e l eg is la t ur e m a y  e s t a b l i s h  

o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  for m e m b e r s  of the commission.

S E C TI ON  15. POWERS A N D  DUTI ES  OF T HE COMMISSION. Exce pt  for 

r e ti re m e n t  benefiLS, w h i c h  shall be e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  g e n e r a l  law a p p l i­

cable to all officers of the state, the c o m m i s s i o n  shall e s t a b li sh  the 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  of the governor, l ie ut en a nt  governor, and members of the 

legislature, i n c l u di ng  their salaries, benefits, per diem, a nd a l l o w­

ances, if any. A n  order of the c o m m i s s i o n  takes effect at the b e g i n­

ning  of the ne xt  f iscal y e a r  of the state. T he c o m m i s s i o n  shall hold 

a publi c  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  issu in g an order that changes the c o m p e n s a t i o n  

of an elec te d  official. A t  leas., every two years, b ut not m o r e  f r e­

quently  than every year, the co m mi s s i o n  shall r e v i e w  the c o m p e n s a t i o n  

of e l e c t e d  officials. Th e co mm is s i o n  shall issue an order w i t h  r e­

spect to salaries not later than thirty days b e fo re  the end of the 

fisc al  year.

SECT IO N 16. F I N A L I T Y  OF ORDER. A n  or de r s e t ti ng  the c o m p e n s a­

tion of an e l e c te d  o ff ic i a l  is n ot subject to ve t o by the governor. 

An order of the c o m m i s s i o n  is subject to i n it ia ti v e and r e f e r e n d u m  in 

the same m a n n e r  '•q an act of the legislature. T h e  l e g is la tu re  shall 

a p p r o p r i a t e  m o n e y  Lo fund the ordo.ru of the commission.

* Sec. l\. The amendme n ts  p r o p o n e d  by this r e s o l u t i o n  shall be p laced 

before the. voters of the state at the next gene ra l e l e ct io n jn c o n f o r m i t y

w i t h  art. XIII, see. I, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of Alaska, and the 
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