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O F F I C E  O F  T H E  D I S T R I C T  A T T O R N E Y

February 8, 1985

Dr. Dennis Daggett
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r  p i

V  / j j

Instructional Services 
Box 1200
Soldotna, Alaska 99669

R e : Tbny Hansen
Johnny Colwell

REPLY TO:

□  1031 WEST 4th AVENUE. SUITE 520 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501 
PHONE: (907) 277-8622

□  P.O. BOX 3070 
DILLINGHAM. ALASKA 99576 
PHONE: (907) 842-2462

(X 145 MAIN STREET LOOP. ROOM 201 
KENAI. ALASKA 99611 
PHONE: (907) 263-3131

□  326 CENTER AVE. SUITE 205 
KODIAK. ALASKA 99615 
PHONE: (907) 466-5744

□  809 S. CHUGACH ST.
PALMER. ALASKA 99645 
PHONE: (907) 745-5027

□  P.O. BOX 671 
VALDEZ. ALASKA 99686 
PHONE. (907) 835- 2462

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

Dear Dr. Daggett,

On May 24, 1984, we received your letter regarding the above students 
and a complaint alleging failure to educate a child was filed June 26,
1984. Because of difficulty in serving a suirmons, Mrs. Hanson was not 
arraigned until November 28, 1984. Her trial was set for February 11,
1985.

The public defender has indicated they would seek to have the case 
dismissed because of the wording of the statute which seems to relieve 
the parent of responsibility at the end of each school year. I have 
dismissed the case because I do not believe we could convince the 
court of any other interpretation of that statute.

Hopefully, we can begin these cases earlier in the school year so that 
we could get to trial (or whatever disposition is appropriate) before 
the statute creates a problem. Perhaps the statute should be changed.

If you have any questions, please call.

Very truly yours,

Shannon D. Turner 
Assistant District Attorney

S D T :11

03C29LH



q K E N A I  p e n i n s u l a  b o r o u g h  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t

148 North Binkley Street •  Soldotna, AK 99669 •  Phone 907/262*5846

F e b r u a r y  21, 1985

S e n a t o r  P aul Fisc h er  

S t a t e  Se n a t e  

P o u c h  V

Jiraeau, A l a s k a  99811

Re: S t u d e n t  A t t e n d a n c e  Laws

A l a s k a  Statutes, T i t l e  14, Ed ucation, C h a p t e r  30. Pupils,

A r t i c l e  1. C o m p u l s o r y  E d u c a ti o n ,  p a r a g r a p h s  020. V i o l a t i o n

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Fischer:

Stud e n t  t r u a n c y  is an i n c r e a s i n g  p r o b l e m  here. A s  our stud en t  p o p u l a t i o n  

i n c r e a s e s  at a 7% ann u a l  rate, there has b e e n  an e ven grea t er  i n c r e a s e  in the 

n u m b e r  of s t u dents w h o  do not a t t e n d  sc h o o l  regularly.

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago, we w o r k e d  out a p r o c e d u r e  w i t h  the D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  to 

a p p r o p r i a t e l y  carry out the s t e p s  re q u i r e d  b e f o r e  w e  turn m a t t e r s  o v e r  to his 

office.

A l l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  c a r r y out b u i l d i n g  l e v e l c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  d i s c i p l i n a r y  

p r o c e d u r e s  in all truancy cases. E m p h a s i s  is g i v e n  to p r o c e d u r e s  that keep 

s t u d en t s  in class r a t h e r  than s u s p e n d i n g  t h e m  for not co m i n g  to school.

S t u d e n t s  w i t h  10 or m o r e  days of u n e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e  are r e f e r r e d  to m y  office 

and I i n i t i a t e  a series of three f o r m a l  p a r e n t  c o ntacts that i n f o r m  th e m  of 

t h e i r  ri g ht s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  o f f er  assistance, i n f o r m  them of 

a l t e r n a t i v e s  to r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  at t e n d a n ce ,  and, finally, i n d i c a t e  that they 

w i l l  b e  re f erred to the D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ' s  of f i c e  if stud e n t  truancy 

c o n t i n u e s .

A f t e r  s t u d e n t s  have b e e n  t r u a n t  for 20 or m o r e  days, I request p e r m i s s i o n  for 

the S c h o o l  Board, as r e q u i r e d  b y  c u r r e n t  law, to m a k e  and file a r e p o r t  w i t h  

the D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  w h o  r e p r e s e n t s  the b r a n c h  of g o v e r n m e n t e m p o w e r e d  to 

t a k e  f u r t h e r  action.

At  this point, the i s s u e  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the j u d i c i a l  a r e n a  and 

f u r t h e r  d e l a y s  occur as the c a s e  is proc e s s ed ,  c a l e n d a r e d  and heard.
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And, at this point, the w o r d i n g  of the la w  cited a bo v e  rend e rs  b o t h  the school 

d i s t r i c t  and the D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e  p o w e r l e s s  to act w h e n e v e r  p a r en t s  

or t heir at t o r n e y s  a r r a n g e  d e l a y s  that e x t e n d  b e y o n d  the end of the s c h o o l  

y e a r  b e c a u s e  -

"I n  any event, at the e x p i r a t i o n  cc the sch o o l  year, the p e r s o n  

s hall be r e le a s e d  and d i s c h a r g e d  f rom all p e n a l t i e s  p r o v i d e d  by 

this sec t i on . "  from Sec. 14.30.020. See a t tached.

At the present, state l a w  only r e q u i r e s  s t u d e n t s  to a t t e n d  sch o o l f rom a g e  7 

to 16 or nin e  y e a r s  of a 13 y e a r  K - 1 2  system. C u r r e n t  t r u a n c y  l a w  m a k e s  it 

i m p o s s i b l e  to re a l l y r e q ui r e  p a r e n t s  to h a v e  their c h i l d r e n  in s c h o o l  for the 

n i n e  years.

I r eq u e s t  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  in m o d i f y i n g  the e x i s t i n g  law b y  d e l e t i n g  the 

s e n t e n c e  noted above. T h i s  a c t i o n  w o u l d  p e r m i t  s c h o o l  d i stricts, t h r o u g h the 

D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ' s  office, to e n f o r c e  the la w  f r o m  y e a r  to year.

P lease c o n ta c t me i f  I  can p ro v id e  you w ith  a s s is ta n c e  o r in fo rm a t io n . 

C o r d ia l ly ,

D r. Denn is D agge tt 
A s so c ia te  S up e rin te n d e n t 
In s t r u c t io n a l S e rv ic e s

e n d

cc : Shannon T u rne r
Thomas W a rd e ll 
D i s t r i c t  P r in c ip a ls
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