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C S S B  101 (Judiciary)

Ameno'Tient. #1 
By R o d e y

D e l e t e  l i ne s 15 - 17 and  insert:

"in th e p r o c e s s i n g  of  f i n g e r p r i n t s  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  s e e k i n g  
a d m i s s i o n  to the A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  an d  s ha ll  r e l e a s e  
the r e s u l t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  to the  A s s o c i a t i o n . "



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Oi jLginal sp on s or : J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 101 (Ju di ci ar y)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A T A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to c h a r a c t e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  an d

f i n g e r p r i n t i n g  of  a p p l i c a n t s  to t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o­

cia ti on ; a n d  a m e n d i n g  R u l e  3, s e c t i o n  2 a n d  R u l e  5, 

s e c t i o n  1(b) o f  th e R u l e s  of  the  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o­

c i a t i o n . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T E E  S T A T E  O F  A LA SK A:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  0 8. 08  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 0 8 . 0 8 . 1 3 6 .  A S S I S T A N C E  F R O M  LAV) E N F O R C E M E N T  O F F I C E R S .  S t a t e  

a n d  l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  s h a l l  a s s i s t  the B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  

in a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  in t o th e c o n d u c t  o f  m e m b e r s  of  th e b a r  a n d  into 

the c h a r a c t e r  a n d  f i t n e s s  o f  an  a p p l i c a n t  fo r  a d m i s s i o n  or r e i n s t a t e­

m e n t  to the bar.

Sec. 0 8 . 0 8 . 1 3 7 .  F I N G E R P R I N T S .  T h e  B o a r d  of  G o v e r n o r s  s ha ll  

r e q u i r e  an  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  to b e  f i n g e r p r i n t e d .  T h e  f i n g e r­

p r i n t s  s h a l l  b e  u s e d  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the a p p l i c a n t  h a s  a r e c o r d  

of c r i m i n a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  in this  s t a t e  or  a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Th e 

B o a r d  of G o v e r n o r s  m a y  u s e  th e i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  the f i n g e r­

p r i n t i n g  o n l y  in its o f f i c i a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e c h a r a c t e r  an d 

f i t n e s s  o f  th e a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  to the  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .

* Sec. 2. AS  0 8 . 0 8 . 1 3 7 ,  e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 1 o f this Act,  h a s  the ef fe c t  

of  a m e n d i n g  s e c t i o n  2 of R u l e  3 a n d  s e c t i o n  1(b) of  R u l e  5 of  th e R u l e s  of 

the  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  b y  r e q u i r i n g  a p p l i c a n t s  for a d m i s s i o n  to the b a r  

to s u b m i t  to f i n g e r p r i n t s .

* Sec. 3. A S  08.08. 137, e n a c t e d  b y  sec. 1 o f this Act, a p p l i e s  to

- 1“ C S S B  1 0 1 (Jud)
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g e n e r a l  a p p l i c a n t s  fo r  a d m i s s i o n  w h o  t a k e  a b a r  e x a m i n a t i o n  a f t e r  J u l y  31, 

1985, a n d  to a t t o r n e y  a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  m o v e  fo r a d m i s s i o n  a f t e r  th e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  o f this Act.

CSSB 1 0 1 (Jud) -2- .
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PAUL A. BARRETT 
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HAROLD M. BROWN 
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J a n u a r y  22, 1985

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  P a t r i c k  Rodey, Chair 
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Rodey:

T h e  A l a s k a  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  w o u l d  like to ask yo u r  a s s i s t a n c e  
in the e n a c t m e n t  of l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to the c h a r a c t e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a p p l i c a n t s  s e e k i n g  a d m i s s i o n  to the Bar. 
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  we are s e e k i n g  e n a c t m e n t  of l e g i s l a t i o n  that w o u l d  
a l l o w  the A l a s k a  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  to u t i l i z e  the s e r v i c e s  of the 
F e d e r a l  B u r e a u  of I n v e s t i g a t i o n  (FBI) in p r o c e s s i n g  the 
f i n g e r p r i n t  c a r d s  s u b m i t t e d  by a p p l i c a n t s  for a d m i s s i o n  to the 
Bar. C u r r e n t l y  the c a r d s  are s u b m i t t e d  for p r o c e s s i n g  o n l y  in 
A l a s k a .  T h e  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  has a p p r o v a l  as a s e c o n d a r y  user of 
AJIS, and the A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  r o u t i n e l y  
p r o v i d e s  us i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  A J I S  on a p p l i c a n t s .  In 
m o s t  cases, h o w e v e r ,  this r e f l e c t s  o n l y  a r r e s t s ,  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  
s u s p e n d e d  i m p o s i t i o n  of s e n t e n c e s ,  etc., for i n - s t a t e  
v i o l a t i o n s .

P r i o r  to 1981 the A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  f i n g e r p r i n t  c a r d s  w e r e  a l s o  
p r o c e s s e d  b y  the FBI. F B I  r u l e s  w e r e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c h a n g e d  to 
r e q u i r e  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  tor the s u b m i s s i o n  of f i n g e r p r i n t  
c a r d s  to the FBI and the d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  by the F B I  
to bar a s s o c i a t i o n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I w r i t e  to ask your s u p p o r t  for 
and s p o n s o r s h i p  of su c h  l e g i s l a t i o n .

As y o u  are p r o b a b l y  aware, m a n y  a p p l i c a n t s  s e e k i n g  a d m i s s i o n  
to the A l a s k a  Bar are n o t  r e s i d e n t s  of this s t a t e  and have not 
l i v e d  h e r e  for any s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r i o a  of time p r i o r  to a t t e n d i n g  
l a w  school. In a d d i t i o n ,  e f f e c t i v e  J a n u a r y  1, 1985, the A l a s k a  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a p p r o v e d  a m e n d m e n t s  to the Bar R u l e s  w h i c h  a l l o w
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for a d m i s s i o n  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  ( r e c i p r o c i t y ) . T h i s  wi l l  m o s t  
l i k e l y  b r ing m o r e  a p p l i c a n t s  f r o m  other s t a t e s  w h o  ha v e  be e n  o u t  
of s c h o o l  for a l o n g e r  p e r i o d  of time.

H a v i n g  a c c e s s  to F B I  r e c o r d s ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  
s u b m i t t e d  by all states, w o u l d  e n h a n c e  our c n a r a c t e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k  on bar a p p l i c a n t s ,  and a s s i s t  
us in a d d i n g  a f u r t h e r  l e v e l  of p r o t e c t i o n  to the publ i c .

I ha v e  t a ken the l i b e r t y  of e n c l o s i n g  s u g g e s t e d  l a n g u a g e  for 
s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n .  As  the a t t a c h e d  c o r r e s p o n a e n c e  ind i c a t e s ,  tne 
FBI has a p p r o v e d  s i m i l a r  l a n g u a g e  in o t her j u r i s d i c t i o n s .

A n y  s u p p o r t  y o u  c o u l d  gi v e  tne A s s o c i a t i o n  in the s u b m i s s i o n  
of a s h o r t  bill for this p u r p o s e  w o u l d  be g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  
T h a n k  you for y o u r  time and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of this matter.
S h o u l d  you need a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  do not h e s i t a t e  
to c o n t a c t  me.

S i n c e r e l y

A L A S K A  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N

D e b o r a h  O ' R e g a n  U
A c t i n g  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

E n c l o s u r e

cc: M e m b e r s ,  B o a r d  of G o v e r n o r s



A la sk a n  In v e s t ig a t io n s
5750 GLACIER HIGHWAY, A-11 • JUNEAU, ALASKA 90801 • (907) 780-8816

M a r c h  4, 1985

H o n o r a b l e  P a t r i c k  R o d e y  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Rodey:

In r e g a r d s  to S e n a t e  Bi l l  #101, I a m  in f a v o r  w i t h  f i n g e r p r i n t­
ing of a p p l i c a n t s  for a d m i s s i o n  to the A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  
H o w e v e r ,  the p r o c e s s i n g  of f i n g e r p r i n t s  b y  a law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r  
is n o t  a l w a y s  a g o o d  p r o c e d u r e  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  a lot of t h e  law e n­
f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  a r e  n o t  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  to ta k e  a g o o d  set of 
i n k e d  f i n g e r p r i n t s .  A t  o n e  p o i n t  of t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  t h e y  are i n­
st r u c t e d  o n  h o w  to t a k e  i n k e d  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  b u t  it is n o t  s o m e t h i n g  
t h e y  do  all the time. U n l e s s  you are a t r a i n e d  f i n g e r p r i n t  expert, 
su c h  as m y s e l f ,  y o u  d o n ' t  a l w a y s  k n o w  if the set of p r i n t s  y o u  took 
w i l l  be g o o d  e n o u g h  to go t h r o u g h  the r e m a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e .  The 
p r o c e d u r e  c a n  b e  do n e  c o m p l e t e l y  if the i n k e d  i m p r e s s i o n s  are d o n e  
p r o p e r l y .  T h e r e  are a lot of v a r i a b l e s  to o b t a i n i n g  a g o o d  set 
p r i n t s .

S p e n d i n g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w i t h  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  C r i m e  Lab, 
F i n g e r p r i n t  Sec t i o n ,  I r a n  a c r o s s  just a b o u t  all the p r o b l e m s  t h a t  
c a n  be e n c o u n t e r e d  in the t a k i n g  of i n k e d  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  a n d  the m a j o r­
ity of it w a s  d u e  to lack of training.

As  the o w n e r  of A l a s k a n  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  a c o m p l e t e  f i n g e r p r i n t  
lab, I h o p e  this i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be  of h e l p  to y o u  on  SB #101, a n d  
w o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  for a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  y o u  m a y  h a v e  in r e f e r­
en c e  to f i n g e r p r i n t i n g .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R C B / b b
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