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The H o n o r a b l e  Ben G r u s s e n d o r f  
S p e a k e r  of  the H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  AK  99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f :

U n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18, o f  the A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  r e l a t i n g  to v i o l e n t  
c r i m e s  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  Th i s  b i l l  m a k e s  a c l a r i f y i n g  a m e n d­
ment, a d d r e s s i n g  an a m b i g u i t y  in e x i s t i n g  law.

C u r r e n t l y ,  the V i o l e n t  C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  is a u­
th o r i z e d  to a w a r d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  to, or  for t.ie b e n e f i t  of, 
o n e  or  m o r e  o f  the d e p e n d e n t s  o f  a v i c t i m  o f  c e r t a i n  i n c i­
de n t s  or o f f e n s e s ,  in a s i t u a t i o n  in w h i c h  the v i c t i m  dies. 
AS 1 8 . 6 7 . 0 8 0 ( a ) ( 3 ) .  H o w e v e r ,  a d e p e n d e n t  is c u r r e n t l y  
d e f i n e d  as a r e l a t i v e  o f  the v i c t i m  w h o  is d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  
the v i c t i m ' s  income. A S  1 8 . 6 7 . 1 8 0 ( 2 ) .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  b o a r d  
m a y  a w a r d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for a n y  o c h e r  loss the b o a r d  d e t e r­
m i n e s  to be r e a s o n a b l e  u n d e r  AS 1 8 . 6 7 . 1 1 0 ( 4 ) ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  
p r a c t i c e  o f  a w a r d i n g  c o m p e n s a t i o n  to a s p o u s e  o f  a vict i m ,  
for c h i l d  c a r e  a n d  h o u s e k e e p i n g  e x p e n s e s ,  w h e n  the v i c t i m  
w a s  a h o m e m a k e r  and t h e r e f o r e  d i d n ' t  c o n t r i b u t e  m o n e t a r y  
s u p p o r t  to the spouse, c o u l d  be  s u b j e c t  to q u e s t i o n .  Th i s  
r e s u l t s  fr o m  the a m b i g u i t y  in the i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h ree 
p r o v i s i o n s :  AS 1 8 . 6 7 . 0 8 0 ( a ) ( 3 ) ,  1 8 . 6 7 . 1 1 0 ( 4 ) ,  and 18.-
67. 180 (2).

R e d e f i n i n g  " d e p e n d e n t "  to i n c l u d e  a r e l a t i v e  w h o  is d e p e n d­
ent on the v i c t i m ' s  s e r v i c e s ,  as w e l l  as one w h o  is d e p e n d­
ent on the v i c t i m ' s  income, w o u l d  c o r r e c t  th i s  a m b i g u i t y .

I u r g e  y o u r  p r o m p t  and f a v o r a b l e  a c t i o n  on  t h i s  bill.

S i n c e r e l y

B i n  s n e r r i e i a  
G o v e r n o r
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E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S  : ^Thousands o f  D o l la r s )
OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91

PERSON AC SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND &  STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING
— J — -0- -0- _n_ -0- _n_

CAP ITAL

REVENUE

F U N D IN G  : (T housands  o f  D o l la r s )
GENERAL FUND
FEDERALFUNDS
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PART-TIME
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