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HB2 - ACCESS TO MEDICAL HISTORY OF ADOPTED PERSONS

H32 amends the Vital Statistics Act (AS 18.50) by allowing
adoptive parents or adopted person access to medical history
of biological parents. Requires the Department of Health
and Social Services, child adoption agency, or person who
places child for adoption to furnish the state registrar
with required information.

CSHB2 (HESS) requires a person or agency petitioning for
adoption to attempt to obtain medical information from
parents of adopted child (original bill simply required
person or agency to obtain the information.) Also deletes
language that stated a person "authorized by law"” to place a
person for adoption to furnish information (nhow a person
placing a person for adoption would be required to furnish
information.)

CSHB2 (JUD) changes statute numerical references in the
bill, but makes no substantive change.

CSHB2 (JUD) pass the House on March 18 by vote of 39-0-1.
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T0: HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE
FROM: Representative Mike Szymanski
SUBJECT: HB 2, relating to adoption medical records

This legislation, which | first introduced two years ago, has been
endorsed by both the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services and
the Alaska Court Systenm.

Under present statute, there is no provision which would make it mandatory
for an adopted child"s medical history and records to be made available to
both the adopted child and the adoptive parents, While, 1in fact, such
information is often obtained and provided by the person or agency placing
the child, there are many instances, especially in the area of private
adoptions, where this information 1is not provided, nor 1is an attempt made
to obtain the information.

A constituent of mine had contacted me because her adopted child had
developed an illness which was "predictable” had the child"s medical
history/records been available.

It is the intent of this legislation to accomplish the following:

1. the legislation would require that information relating to the medical
history of an adopted child be collected and recorded on a form provided
by the Department of Health and Social Services and attached to the
adoption records at the time of adoption. This would be for all
adoptions - through a private individual such as an attorney, a private
agency”or a state agency.

2. For those adoptions which have occurred prior to the effective date of
this legislation, the Department of Health and Social Services would now
be required to obtain this information, if it is available, and if
requested by the child or the adoptive parents.



3. This legislation would make the information available upon request to
the adoptive parents and to the adopted child.

4. 1t is the intent of the legislation that the information which will be
included will be nonidentifying information.

This bill has had hearings in the House HESS Committee and the House
Judiciary Committee. In both cases, a committee substitute was adopted
and changes were made that were technical in nature, to "clean up"™ the
language of the legislation. An explanation follows of the changes:

CSHB 2 (HESS), changed the language on Page 1, lines 18 & 28 from "a
person authorized by law to place a person for adoption™ to "a person
placing a person for adoption". The reasoning for this is that not all
persons placing a child for adoption are required to be authorized by law.
It is also consistent with the wording on Page 1, line 26 and Page 2, line
1. Additionally, the HESS CS changes the wording on Page 2, line 24 fronm
"a person or agency petitioning for adoption shall obtain "™ to "shall
attempt to obtain"™ 1in recognition of the fact that there will be times
when this information is simply not available.

CSHB 2 (Judiciary) Changes the statute reference in Section 1 from AS
18.50.500 and AS.50.510 and to AS 18.50.214, AS 18.50.216,
respectively and changes the statute reference for the Definitions from AS
18.50.520 to AS 18.50.370 where it was deemed more appropriate.

The Department of Health and Social Services 1is supportive of these
changes.

I appreciate the Committee®s consideration of this legislation.
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POSITION PAPER
HOUSE BILL NO. 2
"An Act relating to adoption medical records”

House Bill No. 2 amends the Vital Statistics Act and the adoption statute
to require collection of nonidentifying information on the health history
of each biological parent, adopted person, and blood relatives of each
biological parent, if available.

The Department agrees that this information should be collected because of

its usefulness to adoptees and adoptive parents, but much of that information,
particularly about blood relatives, has not been collected for past adoptions
mainly because the majority of adoptions in Alaska are not handled through
agencies.

The Department proposes the following changes to Page 1, lines 18 and 28

from "a person authorized by law to place a person for adoption” to "a person
placing a person for adoption™. This change is suggested because not all
persons placing a person for adoption are required to be authorized by law.
An example would be an attorney who handles only one or two adoptions a year.
This change is consistent with the wording on Page 1, line 26 and Page 2,
line 1.

With these changes, the Department of Health and Social Services would
support passage of House Bill No. 2.
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