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BILLS PASSED IN THE HOUSE (cont'd)

Library
Records_____
(confidential)

page 331

CSHB 157 (JUD)(AM). (cont'd)

Sec. 63. Repeals statutes related to the Alaska Cruncil on 
science and Technology, which expired June 30, 1983 under 
AS 44.66.010(a)(6).

Sec. 64 Adds to the Department of Natural Resources’ 
duties the duty previously assigned to district judges and 
magistrates under AS 22.15.110(4), repealed by sec. 25 of 
this bill.

Sec. 63. Incorporates the only operative provision of 
obsolete AS 44.81.030, which is repealed in the next section 
of the bill.

Sec. 66. The section is obsolete, except for the provision 
acenoea into an "active" section by the’preceding section of 
the bill.

Sec. 67. The section referred to in the last clause was 
repealed in 1980.

Sec. 68. Receals a provision made obsolete bv the reoeai f 
AS 42. .3 and'AS 42.25 in 1980 and of AS 02.05'and AS 42.10 
in 1984.

Sec. 69. The section , ' for repeal was made obsolete
by the termination of the i State Mortgage Association
in 1975.

Sec. 70. Effective dace ..ion.

On February 20 the Judiciary substitute was adopted. Amendment 1 
by Marrou was adopted. The Marrou amendment deletes a section of 
the bill that repeals AS 19.40.100(b) O'1 (James Dalton Highway.
Use of the Highway by Industrial of Commercial Traffic, "(b) 
'Industrial or commercial traffic' means (3) motor carriers engaged 
in commerce which are common carriers or contract carriers 
regulated by the Alaska Transportation Commission."), and replaces 
with a rewrite of that section with subsection (3) now
reading: "motor carriers engaged in commerce." (reflects repeal of
the Alaska Transportation Commission by initiative last November).

The bill then passed the Houce, 38-1-1. Nay: Furnace. Excused:
Martin. The effective date clause was adopted. Rep. M. M. Miller 
gave notice of reconsideration, and on 2/22 reconsideration was 
held until 2/25.

CS FOR HOUSE BILL MO. 180 (JUD). (see page 233). Reported 
back to the House February 20 by Judiciary recommending it be 
replaced with a substitute and that it do p?ss. Concurring:
M. M. Miller (Chair), Gruenberg, Clocksin, Pettyjohn and Taylor.

The Judiciary substitute provides the names, addresses, or other 
personal identifying information of people who have used library 
materials be kept confidential, except on court order (underlined 
language added).

On February 20 the Judiciary substitute was adopted and the bill 
passed, 38-1-1. Nay: Furnace. Excused: Martin. Rep. Furnace 
gave notice of reconsideration. Furnace brought up reconsideration 
on February 22 and offered an amendment that would have inserted a 
section allowing records of elementary or secondary school 
libraries identifying a minor child to be avaliable on request to a 
parent or guardian. The amendment failed, 16-19-5. The bill then 
passed the House, 31-4-5. Nays: Boucher, Furnace, Hanley, 
Pignalberi. Excused: Binkley, Collins, Jenkins, Martin,



COMMITTEE- REPORTS. (Senate)(cont'd)

Library

Re-‘n-d s ______
(c jntial)

Municipal 
Property Tax 
Exemptions 
(fire 
protection)

Midwifery 
(practice of)

CS FOR- HOUSE- BILL- NO-. 180 (JUD). (see pages 233 ;331 ;355).
Reported back to the Senate on April 18 by State Affairs with 
the committee recommending it be replaced with a Senate State 
Affairs substitute and the majority signing "do pass." Concurring: 
DeVries (Vice-Chairman), Kelly and Vic Fischer. Ray signed "no 
recommendation." To Judiciary.

The Senate State Affairs CS adds an exception: "Records of a
public elementary or secondary school library identifying a minor 
child shall be made available on request to a parent or guardian of 
that child."

CS-FOR HOUSE-BILL-NO.--2-53 (C&RA). (see pages 373 ;477; 504).
Reported back to the Senate on April 19 by Community & Regional 
Affairs with the majority signing "no recommendation."
Concurring: DeVries (Chmn.) and Sturgulewski. Coghill signed
"do pass." To Rules.

HOUSE BILL NO-.-335 (AMENDED), (see pages 532; 578; 593 ;634).
Reported back to the Senate on April 18 by Health, Education & 
Social Services with the committee recommending it be replaced with 
a HESS substitute, a letter of intent and that it do pass. 
Concurring: Fahrenkamp (chairman), DeVries, Sturgulewski and
Josephson. To Rules. The letter reads:

SCS HB 335 (HESS) provides for establishment: of a working 
group, appointed by the Department of Health and Social 
Services, to develop regulations governing the education, 
training, standards of practice, and discipline of persons 
engaged in che practice of lay midwifery.

It is che intent of the Legislature Chat working group members 
be appointed and the first meeting of the group held within 30 
days of the effective date of this act. Further, tc keep
costs of the working group to a minimum, it is intended chat 
meetings will be held over the state teleconference network."

The Senate HESS CS is a completely different bill and is similar to 
Sen. Fahrenkamp's SB 239. Enacts temporary duties and prohibited 
practices for midwives until a "Lay Midwives Working Group" can 
formulate and formally adopt regulations for the registration, 
training and education requirements, standards of practice and 
disciplinary measures for lay midwives.

The Working Group would consist of three lay midwives holding 
certificates from the Midwives Association of Alaska, one 
representative from the Dept, of Health & Social Services (DH&SS), 
and one physic_an or nurse midwife licensed in Alaska, all 
appointed by the Commissioner of H&SS, Directs the group to report 
to the Legislature by the 10th day of the 1986 session concerning 
its proposed regulations. DH&SS could not adopt the regulations 
until after they are presented to the Legislature.

Provides that registered lay midwives are not subject to regulation 
by the state medical board. Midwives who meet the training and 
education requirements could register with the Department of Health 
and Social Services.

p ag e 6 48



Revision Date: _______

STATE' OF ALASKA 1985 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
________________.FISCAL NOTE________________

REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL
8i11/Resolution No.: HB-180______  Agency Affected: Education_____________
Title: ...confidentiality or... Program Category Affected:
Li'braTy* records____________________ ___________________________ _____________

Sponsor: Clocksm ________ BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:
Requestor House Judiciary Alaska State Libraries__________________
Date of Request: 2/13/88

EXPENDITURES/REVEf UES: (Thousands of Dollars)
FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90

OPERATING
100 PERSONAL 5ERYICE5

ZOO TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL

<*00 SUPPLIES

500 EQUIPMENT

500 LAND & STRUCTURES

700 CRANTS, CLAIMS

900 MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -U- -U- -u- -0-"

1 CAPITAL 1 1 1 1 1 1
*

1 REVENUE 1 1 1 1 .1

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
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-EDERAL FUNDS 1
3THER 1
TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
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•
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’ART-TIHE

TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary

This bill has no fiscal impact on the Department.

Prepared By: Steve_Hole______________________________ Phone: 465-2800
Division: fntrmidinner's Office \ . - Date: 2/14/85

Approved by Commissioneffft&^r 1 / ]  Date: 2/14/85_______

Agency:_____ Department of Education7

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) 7/1/84



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
Harold Raynolds, Jr. 
Commissioner 
Department of Education

Confidentiality of 
Library Use Records

You inquired whether the State of Alaska has any laws 
addressing the confidentiality of state library records. You 
also' asked whether any state law would prohibit the use of the 
following st .tement on the- patron application form used by 
Library Services for the Blind and Physically Handicapped:

Records relating to recipients of Library of 
Congress reading material are confidential.

A review of the regulations and statutes disclosed no law specif­
ically addressing this subject. However, AS 09.25.110-. 120 , 
Alaska's Freedom of Information Act, may require disclosure of 
the information you seek to protect.

By enacting AS 09.25,. 110, Alaska has adopted a policy 
of open access to state records. -AS 09.25.110 provides:

Unless specifically provided otherwise, che books, 
records, papers, files, accounts, writings, and 
transactions of all agencies and departments are 
public records and are open to inspection by che 
public under reasonable rules during regular 
office hours. The public officer having the cus­
tody of public records shall give on request and 
payment of costs a certified copy of the public 
record.

Exceptions to this right of access are few and must be expressed 
specifically in the law. For example, AS 09.25.120 states, in 
part:.

Every person has a right to inspect a public writ­
ing or record in the state, including public writ­
ings and records in recorders' offices except 
(1) records of vital statistics and adoption pro­
ceedings which shall be treated in the manner 
required ty AS 18.50; (2) records pertaining to
juveniles; (3) medical and related public health

SUBJECT:

General

July 13, 19 8A '

FILEN0: 166-255-84 2 0 ’:^
TELEPHONE  NO:

Norman C. Gorsuch

DeYounj 
•Assistant .Attorney

i0'79l
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. records; (4) records required to be kept confiden­
tial by a federal law or regulation or by state 
law. Every public officer having the custody of 
records not. included in the exceptions shall 
permit the inspection,' and give on demand and 
payment of the legal fees, therefore a certified
copy of the writing or record . . . .

The only exception which may apply here is (4), 
"records required to be kept confidential by a federal law or 
regulation or by state law." The Library.of Congress apparently 
endorses a rule of confidentiality for users of Library of 
Congress materials but leaves the issue of confidentiality to the 
states to resolve under state law. If federal regulation 
provided that library use records be kept confidential, chose 
records would be protected under AS 09.25.120(4).

As previously stated, no state statute addresses the
confidentiality of library records. .The only state law which 
might allow che Department to protect these records from release 
to Che public is che constitutional right to privacy in the 
Alaska Constitution, which states: "The right of the people to
privacy is recognized and shall not be infringed." Alaska Const.
Art. I, § 22. The constitutional right to privacy is not abso­
lute. When confronted with a question whether information is 
protected under che right to privacy, courts engage in a 
balancing process, weighing the sensitivity of the information 
sought to be disclosed against the interest of public disclosure. 
See City of Kenai v. Kenai Peninsula Newspapers. Inc., 642 P.2d 
TTT6, 1323 (1982) .

Tension is inherent in the policy of open access to 
state records, on che one hand, and Che right of privacy, on the 
other. We have previously stated that che Freedom of Information 
Act was d'.signed Co encourage informed participation of cicizens 
in the process of government, to insure government’s accountabil­
ity, and to increase public confidence in the workings of the 
political system. It was not intended that the legislation be
used as a tool to pry into the private lives of cicizens. Thus,
we concluded that "any analysis of the extent to which the public
may have access to government records, therefore, must 
necessarily proceed from the hypothesis that the information 
revealed to the public will assist in accomplishing the
legislature's general policy goal. Thus, mechanical application 
of the literal language in AS 09.25.110 to all requests for 
public disclosure is inappropriate." 1982 Inf. Op. Att'y Gen. 1 
(Feb. 5; J66-314-82) (footnote omitted).
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Because the right to privacy is not absolute, you
cannot guarantee to a user that library records will remain
confidential. At the same time, the Freedom of Information Act 
will not automatically require that such records- be disclosed - 
upon a request. Each request will have to be examined on its 
peculiar facts before it can be determined whether the records 
should be released. The following guidelines should apply.

First, it must be determined whether the information,
requested is of the type that should be protected by the right of
privacy. In other words, is the information requested sensitive. 
Falcon v. Alaska Public Offices Commission, 570 P.2d 469, 479 
(Alaska 19 7 7 ) . Certain medical information, financial records, 
and a person's age previously have been found sufficiently 
sensitive to be protected from disclosure. Id; 1982 Inf. Op. 
Att'y Gen. (May 25; J66-513-82); 1982 Inf. Op. Att'y Gen.
(Feb. 5). Depending upon the request, disclosure of library use 
records could reveal the fact that one is blind or physically: 
handicapped and the., library - or reading material, one : has 
consulted. It is our opinion that both of 'these facts are 
sufficiently sensitive to be protected by the right to ] rivacy.
An individual's physical ills and disabilities are among ;he most 
sensitive of personal and psychological sensibilities. See 
Falcon, 570 P.2d at 478, quoting Rowe v. Ingraham, 403 F.Supp. 
931, 937 (S.D.N.Y. 1975) (reviewing" constitutionality of legisla­
tion requiring disclosure of patients receiving prescriptions for 
particular drugs). We also believe that disclosing the library 
materials used by a person would violate this right to privacy. 
Knowing what a person reads could reveal che most intimate and 
personal facts about that person. The privacy of ones thoughts
should be basic to individual libercy. As the Alaska Supreme 
Court recently stated, "Article I, section 22 foscers and pro­
tects those values and characteristics typical of and necessary 
for a free society. Some of these are the- sharing of thoughts
and ideas, personal trust between individuals, free expression,
and individuality." City and Borough of Juneau v. Quinto, __
P.2d __, Op. no. 2841 at 6 (June 29, 1984) (criminal case). We
do not believe those privacy interests can be adequately protected 
by advising a library patron in advance that use records are 
public documents. Such a notice could work a subtle form of 
censorship, influencing the selection of books or library 
materials.

Second, the public's interest in the information should 
be examined. Possessing information on who has used certain 
library materials, for example, could enable the possessor to 
target certain individuals for harassment. Such use of public 
records is a clear abuse of AS 09.25.110. It does not further 
the statute's purpose of opening the conduct of government
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business, to public scrutiny. A legitimate interest, however, 
would be in opening the administration of the library to public 
view. That interest would be served by providing the records but 
deleting all personal references.

In sum, absent special circumstances, we find the 
balance weighs against disclosure of the names of persons using 
the library. Disclosing use records, while deleting any 
references which would allow the library patron to be identified, 
should, in most cases, satisfy the policies underlying the 
Freedom of Information Act without interfering with privacy 
interests. There may, however, be some instances in which the 
release of names is necessary to accomplish an important public 
interest. Such requests should be reviewed on a. case by case 
basis with advice from the Department of Law. -

You stated in your letter that 21 states have statutes 
addressing the confidentiality of library use records.- You may 
wish to approach the -legislature and request legislation speci­
fically addressing this issue. In the meantime,- you -' cannot 
provide any absolute assurance that user records will be kept 
confidential. If library records are requested under 
AS 09.25.110-.120, I recommend that you respond by providing the 
records but deleting any personal references. If that response 
is unsatisfactory, you should refer the matter to the Department 
of Law to determine whether the interest in disclosure outweighs 
the privacy interests involved. • . ...

JHD:jg

cc: Linda Tooiska
Rick Roberts



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
TO:

FROM:

Haney Gustavson 
Government Relations Committee 
Alaska Library Association .

. ' ... , TELEPHONE NO: 465.2gi0

_ • . . I
Margaret Lelbowitz ■ - s u b je c t  confidentiality
Deputy Director .
Alaska State Library .

Following Is a 11st of twenty-three states with laws providing protections 
of confidentiality of library circulations/use records as of Hay, 1984:

California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 
Illinois 
Iowa 
Indiana

The Library of Congress 1s protected

For your Information, AS 09.25.120 shows that the Courts have interpreted 
Alaska's Freedom of Information Act to include municipalities and the 
University of Alaska.

Attached 1s a memo explaining the current status of confidentiality of 
records.

Also attached 1s an editorial form the Washington Post which seems to 
summarize the views.

Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Mlnncjota
Hebraska
Nevada (7th to enact T 1981)

New York 
Oregon
Rhode Island 
South Dakota 
Virginia 
Washington 
Wisconsin

USC 13&. CRF 36:703.3 '

0ATE Jan. 17, 1985

FILE NO:

ML:tn

Attachments: 2



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
TO:

Tne Honorable Don Clocksin 
Alaska House of Representatives

=ROM:
Richard B. Engen, Director 
Div. of State Libraries & Museums

date : February 1 9 ,  1 9 8 5

PILE NO:

TELEPHONE NO: 4 5 5 - 2 9 1  0 

SUBJECT. HB 1 8 0

As per your request, following yesterday's hearing on HB 180 which brought out 
a potential concern about this bill's fiscal impact on smaller libraries, the 
State Library conducted a limited telephone survey. The concensus of the 
librarians contacted was that the confidentiality requirement would not have a 
significant fiscal impact, unless very fast implementation/change were 
required under the law. Remarks included:

“Mo problem...it involves time not money1'
“Just another detail to worry about"
can handle "as long as we have a grace period"
"could be implemented without too much of a hassle"
"might need a little time...agree with law— can't let day to day problems 
get in the way"
"it would be nice to have an automated circulation system"

Several libraries contacted already used a system that does not have borrower's 
names written on book cards. These included maintaining registers of books 
borrowed, patron registration numbers, mechanical book chargers (numerical); 
and attaching book cards to a throw away patron name card. One point 
emphasized was need for training and assistance in meeting the requirements of 
the law and alternatives for charge out systems. This is a part of the 
on-going State Library service plan.

School and/or Puolic Librarians were contacted in Mome, Savoonga, Unalakleet, 
Seward, Lake & Peninsula School District, Ketchikan, Haines, Juneau school 
libraries, Centralized Correspondence Study, Wrangell, Sutton and Petersburg.

cc: Mary Hakala

02-001A(Rev. 10/79)



February 20, 1985

Honorable Don Clocksin 
House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska. 99811 

Dear Mr. Clocksin:

As an interested group the directors of the research and resource 
libraries under the state plan for library development, "Libraries 
for All Alaskans," would like to express support for your bill, 
H.B. 180, which assures the privacy of individual library records. 
This issue, as you are aware, has been a prime focus of librarians 
in our state, and your sensitivity to that focus appreciated 
and strongly endorsed.

Please do not hesitate to call on us for any manner of support 
for H.B. 180.

Sincerely,

Richard B. Engen, Director 
Division of State Libraries 

and Museums
Executive Director, Cannunity Services 
Fairbanks North Star Borough

Robert H. Geiman, Director of Libraries 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks University of Alaska, Anchorage

Donna Pierce, Director
City/Borough of Juneau Libraries

Keith Revelle, Municipal 
Librarian 

Anchorage Municipal Libraries



Register 86, July 1983

ARTICLE 3.

INSTRUCTIONAL STANDARDS

4 AAC 52.300 -  4 AAC 52.499 
(Reserved)

EDUCATION 4 AAC 52.500 
4 AAC 52.520

ARTICLE
PROCEDURAL RDS

i
Section 
500. 
510. 
520.

530. 
540. 
550. 
560. 
570. 
580. 
590. 
600.

610. 
620.

Complaint procedure 
Parental access to records 
Parental request for amendment o f 
records
Parental consent for release o f  records
Parental right to independent evaluation
Availability o f hearing
Impartial hearing officer
Appeal to department
Placement o f child during proceedings
Appointment o f  surrogate parent
Qualifications and duties o f  surrogate
parent
Removal o f  surrogate parent 
Rights upon reaching age o f  majority

4 AAC 52.500. COMPLAINT PROCEDURE.
(a) The department will review, investigate, and 
take appropriate action on complaints alleging 
that a district or other educational agency is 
acting contrary to the requirements o f this 
chapter.

(b) Any person may file a complaint under 
this section with the Department o f  Education, 
Office for Exceptional Children, Pouch F, 
Juneau. Alaska 99811. (Eff. 7/1/83. Reg. 86) 

Authority: AS 14.07.060
AS 14.30.180-14.30.350

4 AAC 52.510. PARENTAL ACCESS TO 
RECORDS, (a) Except as provided in (c) o f  this 
section, each district shall permit a parent to 
inspect and review any record relating to his 
child which is collected, maintained, or used by 
the district under this chapter.

(b) A district shall

(1) provide a parent, upon request, a list o f 
types and locations o f records collected, main­
tained, or used by the district;

(2) respond to any reasonable request o f  a 
parent for explanation and interpretation o f  a 
record;

(3) provide a parent with a copy o f  a record 
upon request;

(4) permit a representative o f  the parent to 
inspect and review a record; and

(5) comply with a request to inspect, review, 
or obtain a copy o f  a record within a reason­
able period not to exceed 10 days and. in any 
case, before any meeting or hearing relating to 
the identification, evaluation, placement, or 
program o f  a child in which the parent may 
participate.

(c) A district may presume that a parent has 
authority to inspect and review a record re­
lating to his child unless the district has been 
provided reasonable grounds to believe that the 
parent does not have authority to do so under 
state or federal law.

(d) If a record includes information on more 
than one child, a parent may inspect and review 
the information relating only to his child. (Eff. 
7/1/83, Reg. 86)

Authority: AS 14.07.060
AS 14.30.180-14.30.350

4 AAC 52.520. PARENTAL REQUEST FOR 
AMENDMENT OF RECORDS, (a) A parent 
who believes that information in a record re­
lating to his or her child which is collected, 
maintained, or used by a district under this 
chapter is inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise 
in violation o f rights o f  the child may request 
that the district amend the record.

(b) The district shall, within a reasonable 
period o f  time following receipt- o f  the request, 
decide whether to amend the record. If the dis­
trict refuses to amend the record, it shall inform 
the parent o f  the refusal and advise the parent 
o f his or her right to a hearing under 4 AAC 
52.550.

(c) If a parent requests a hearing and the hear­
ing officer decides that the information is in­
accurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation 
o f rights o f the child, the district shall amend 
the record.

c

c

4-34.10
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House Majority Leader Don Clocksin, D-Anchorage, today introduced House 

3ill 180, which would protect the privacy of citizens when they check 

out materials from Alaska's public libraries. Currently, cventv-r.hree 

other states have passed similar legislation. The American Library 

Association and the Alaska Library Association strongly support 

confidentiality of library records to protect individual privacy.

According to Representative Clocksin, the impetus for his legislation 

was the increasing number of requests nationwide being made of libraries 

for lists of the people who had checked out certain library materials. 

The American Library Association has documented cases in which 

information was requested for purposes other than legitimate police 

investigations.

Clocksin pointed ou\; that the Alaska Constitution explicitly guarantees 

an individual's right to privacy. "Alaska's Freedom of Information Act 

was designed to inform the public and ensure the accountability of 

government, and not to be used as a cool to violate che privacy of 

individual Alaskans." Circulation records kept by public libraries are



not public records in che general sense but are similar to medical 

records kept by public hospitals. "These records are strictly between 

the institution and the individual," Clocksin said.

A July 1984 Attorney General's opinion said no state law protects 

library circulation records, although the constitutional right of 

privacy reflects a policy that they should not be discJ jsed.

"3y filing this bill, I hope to implement that policy," Clocksin stated. 

"I don't feel we should rely on a court to rule favorably. 

Confidentiality of these records should be explicitly protected in che 

statutes."

ir 9 9

Attachments (3)



- W'Ji-
■ ••• - . ■ ■. t . :• • ■ • \ :
w.-i-j . _ . f» * .• ?- ■» i i. >; ■os :.̂ 2 u2.. T* - . - - . v -_vv; v  > » w**VJ,•vJ** /trVv*

.WaS-- ' ■•' . v -v': ./•■ • • *y > i.^ •. * • • •. ;• *-T "j . ‘ : • * • . - •  *
I j l H f  ■ J ’ - : :!:• V . A N  . INDEPENDENT NE7 SPAPEB •*• AN - INDEPENDENT NE7 SPA.PES

• .V. * i K~ • *• •'>>'.
T; :s:3‘*. * ;-j-; •• f; - ••• i •”;-i

:V*-; ?* :
v.C-S'/.t ‘ W .  v i:  •- -V

.» -Aw.*
- M*1

»1 , ! ..I'. * .1
• ■ -J • -- •

‘ -*■ A* Vi..-^ .. »■ • . * ■  ... i i .—~jxs . . .  !'• ; ■ ■ r *- . v . . • .y •*. *•'•• . ■ •..■

O IL IMPORTS into the United States hit a 
pasJc in 1977, wiien they area nearly half of ail 

' the nfl tha* the country cnasumed. The following 
■}W they Rtartnd lo fall as the Aicpjcan oil pipeline 

..v ^ fp ir ia a  full operation. Thea^Sme the Ira nun ■ 
revolution, a hog* jump in pncei and two recca* 
■uoas. OO occsurotr-ion and imports fell for five- 
snd-a-hsif mus. [Jut lata bat summer tha pattern 
reversed iiaeif. Tno country's dependence on fureign 
ail iancs. climbing aznin. ’ ,

. Far tie present. there is no erwt danger. Oil mar- 
, " b u  are stack and—unJeaa the war between Iran ■ 

. and Iraq suddenly sprtso—there is no immediate 
' prospect of shortage or risk:*, prices. But the od is 
expensive and adds lo a nde deficit already a drag 
on economic cspamsion. For the Icager future, a ris- 
in? tread m a t  coly bauble. • ;.

Od imports are now up quite sharply, because oil 
use b up. la January 13S3. Aoerimns were burning 
oil zt « rats of MJ mdliua barrela a day. Last 
Doath the -ale wu over 17 million haneLs a day. 
The reasons aren't very strprainp. It's been ^err 
cold, and almost half of that incrraae wits fuel oiL 
The economic recovery is wed imder wnv. and peo­
ple.tre driving more. Industrial production is up, 
whici: mcniH that indur.trial fuel needs are also up

 —litisxiEh not nuril. The industrial engineers are
■" the cmmniona among energy conservationisu.
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It's imnortant to rncognire the ertraordrnary 
gams in constrvation since oil prices started to rise 
in I971L American energy consumption is sicnifi- 
huilly lower now than it was then—although the 
gross national product J.oi<isan.ji.-ncsi oco-fcurth.. 
the popiuation is up hy 23 million pcopln and there 
are some 20 million more care on the road. But the 
impact of rapid growth falls most heavily on oil im­
ports, and letting them run up will gonernlc—<u 
Amenrans have lunl ample opportunity lo see since 
1973—iis nun kind nf disaster.

It's Ume lo improve the incentives for conserva­
tion. Tlia meat conspicuous opportunities, as usual,. 
lie in (he use of .bsoiine. The price of gasoiine has 
been (rifling for three years now and, adjusted for 
inflation, is not much higher titan il was in 197-4. 
People seem lo be moving back to big cara. That 
rwinz; if it continues, will create havoc in an auto­
mobile industry that has been pushed hard by pub­
lic policy to build mostly small cars.''

How about wiring this moment of declining jss 
pricra to impose s slowly but steadily.rising tax on 
gasoline? Each nickel per r»llon addrd lo the gas 
tax would nol oniy heip baid down oil imports blit 
would bring in $5 billion a year. That's s serious 
ctintrihutinn in reducing ‘.he deficit—if anybody 
over at the White House is tenouslv interested in 
reducing tha deficit

Wild Read T
T T YOU GO to tire public library and take out a 

. 1 book cm how taiiesi »ttfi hcod lice, improve your, 
sm life cr form s maw p,iliucal party, do you want 
the whole world ta. kmnv about it? Shouldn't you be • 
allowed to check out a racy novel ur the la'ogiAphy 
nf Karl Marx without having to explain 'our mo­
tives to snyone? Tbe American Library Association 

' ibioks wo ami has taken a strong aland acninst 
releasing book circuJslinn rernrtts. Twemy-twn. 
suites, including ilarJand and Virginia, have 
sdupted legislation specifically protecting theM; 
records, and while there is no such statute in the 
District it is tha policy nf citj iibrariw not to re­
lease such recorna.

Did you even think this was i  problem? Well, it 
is. The executive director of U>e Moral Majority in 
the state of Wssninglim iisked for the rirruiauoo 

' reoirtls qn_a sex eriucatuin film. Penu.'n.’' etaimnig to 
be inveaugarore have sougtit to ublam mforniaUon 
on tbe rmdin; hahitaof susp-erted iqdividuala. And, 
it should be noted, vriters and reporters occisiuii* 
ally Cnd hems of interest on tlicse bat3. In fact the 
ALA toy* that the only people wlw ainststentiy op-'

■» v- s .- ^

pose library privacy iegislau'on in the states are 
journalists. It isn't right In a Isgitttnare aimuval in- . 
vesiiration—dirl John Smith, whow wife expired 
shnrdy after a beef itroganuiT feast '-aka out thnt 
book on poisonous mushrooms?—rirculatinn Ibta' 
can be ohtained with a juhpoens. Tn all other cases, 
they ougr to lie considered private.

It will be argued that circulation lbta are public 
reenrda and that they ought in be mode av,ul3hie to . 
any interested member nf the public Not so. They ore 
Pitly public in the sense that medical records kept hy 
the city hcppital are pulilic hwxiuse they are created 
and kept by a pubiic instiluuiin. WTiiie muut data 
alx*it :he o|iemfjim nf a publicly funded service 
should lie available—mtnrmBtinn about ariminislra- 
tion. openuons and buileet for example—other files, - 
»urh as health reconis or income tax returns, are pcre 
vm.il and sboukl !<■ proterted. An individual's choice 
of reading material falls into litis categoiy. Ij'jrarians 
and stuie IrgylaUires that have sdupLed protective 
policies and laws have a'rrecdy drawn the fine line 
between the publics right Ui public uifcrmation and 
the individuals right to read in peace.

______ * w.

"  Terror:i
• a is rranic thst l ie  !r t s f ik ivr iJJ ia ^/W w r.' 
Pwn'i wrv* TV* fuTnr Ektix ’Insi; uvt c
pngs. Frit 1̂  onukt Pod no ‘ibnsfum *,h-

\ in/irm»tkn cf Fovwt jrwyvmenl b  fin. no
, ■'rmir.u rnta p ix —* nrxw «n r s \ j s  JT- fcrnw '
v to# in tha mtm >rr»s rtend that -*1 tutm-j.
Juna 1S9CL taro c£ Ahi N'idai's u m r ^ u . m r n r  
»<t» reknwd fnxn dvtmtion tn Hulrarvi 21. ifvli
snd t-Scir *rcpnns rrUuvd si Urm An rt i
r ir ii btrrveTtuou by the Uulxw-ui Enu >«x*.v« t
h**y in ltxA«i«l It ihCH  a n a r f  Un LVain
muit tulmtwvr M ln ltw of the S svt Kut r i
L'rjorv ,md iti mU-rvKiooo tn r-V-sw the of U-mr
temrau maht rcrarxufcly be Uilin Us to PiU-
indiat* Soviot ouipnrt frr ten nrxwa; Jtci-rs I
repeooGy in iigiir of tha conumiirg rile- vv lm  In
taiiorn' of a SnvwrTtulnrun mJe m the Noe r 
jttrrirsed aweeeinsun .if I\y« AAa t!^ re-.- ■ 
Pint It in tftjl. * , G.i» •-

Allhecn the Lxit in t  i< in tie -u- i»m: Ih-
pert -vrvn qooceri former CIA .iirccirr Snicv mi

^Cohm  iehn Biidg-

-----

Traveling t/ui Bell way
71 ii i a in rrply to Prxt'a Th^ fWtw? 

fmnt-p^e v lid r  Feh. U on rviievfdhy
JnKia crainc * x x i« r\ lA  <v> Ui? I) r.oiflj! -' 
Bfltvk-jiy. I im  j ia t  in w r it e  iha hide* to
b̂ -3̂  of the «Wiil and a * i r K f of biurk sMfir L-
l  truck dnv**T ^hn avmded nin« Z) I^ttinjf
nin? cvr? m# sflcr i fofrrd k) pmrrr.V mnr! 
bmxc varjMy on ih»? IWtw«v ty, bl<cs only

lL on the infarorui lAnr^ j^n l f
<urtch d *  Cahm .'v»hn until ai’ter m»v
Gndite. The o r  nn<-)d nf me *»id- the um ir»*rv̂
dcniy *Jfr-fd and tunv*d. witixurt 3) t w w
wTimioc ‘rnffic v m  .hmvy in all mo/ly rr»uif*
Unc*. t ŵ>rd<xl hucutf him. hui aiuiw mNnn*-
behind me -ana .wxhrc r s r ind t five route*, u
mavinc v«a. \Vi*Ji «olil*^a»nd rrctina
•T^cuon. the tnKker. j «nnur£ If •iffinr*
pudcd !c(\ (Vito the <vr-f-fT̂-prTd. "move »hr rr.
4r~niy -inQin? median *md man* rretnov* the v
ai.Td tn ric Without I*er :*nme nf w|»n.

'pen! nnd skill I think emefcconni
. huih driwoi Irhind me w f I many hi«ir* »•
■amuid he dead. The nnfy penon many lhou.Mi
tnroird wns ih^ trurk drr.Tr. whu pa.v»line.
*«ved te« nil. She pit the *mJv ala* Thwe rrci*'
Lmn i#**«*rd hy die police, am1 the niferrd not a*
ca»ue nl Ibe nrrujcnt— th e  d r n t f  anvnne or jiiv
maxuiclhe U* It tin— itk the oh«rr\

N«*t mII arciimti are the fauit nuimc* n«»»r
of tnica dnven. jmce iu  inert*'

mAjiy s. tkorne i;:
Petlve^di • Gtenn 0*lp

Under Malawi L
In her irfirlo "Malawi (iehiilds Ex* 'he Unim*

entUon of Hvaibville vh irv « ParcnL** law differ I
jr ch. Of. Cary It* Murphy clamis. ar-ione v*nif «ta»»
other thinn. *iiat "She !*»wrr tradi* f«fiw*nnn
Uint.il nnirr tlut tried t l^ I'hir^** d«»a «wte» ite
not meet intenmiiMinl Vt.nl «Lirvivnn lien. o»l»m
of |hf (IriN-vf Ivn-ŝ i ImeRuti'ioiu "}"*•'»* •“t  .
0»nni":ifwuf.liifi*u" •

Th#»re ir» err La in f.Kt« The Pmt hifl the
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The confessions 
of a nicotine eater

ITS NOW BEEN 40 miserable days. That’s too 
early to claim victory, though it is the longest I’ve 
ever made it without giving up. And, yes, there has 
been a bit of backsliding, a cigarette or two on a 
couple of occasions when I forgot my nicotine gum.

Still, I think I'll make it this time. It's not just 
the 2,400 cigarettes I would have smoked since the 
first of the year— 2,400 conscious decisions not to 
do something that had become as natural as

By Jody Powell
breathing. I think it's because I just don’t th*- 
myseif as a smoker any more — tho»' 
knows, I do think about smoking.

In any case, I am at least in a - 
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i r c c a  o i i u  uurcx uxDirucuun a e ro  m i .  m e
dump is about two-thirds fu ll.

me m atter oeiore me assemmy. m e  
M id-Hillside Community Council has

o fficia l who was fired when M ayor Tor 
Knowles reorganized his executh

Librarians
back bill
on privacy
by Beth Cunningham
T h n ca  W riter

A laska librarians, saying a 
person’s reading m aterial is p ri­
vate , gave strong support Tues­
day to a proposed state b ill that 
would keep lib rary circu lation  
records confidential.

Open records of what lib ary 
patrons check out would have a 
“ ch illing  e ffect," and keep some 
people from  reading anything but 
“ innocuous m ateria l,”  said  June 
Pinnell-Stephens, chairm an of 
the A laska L ib rary  Association’s 
Intellectual Freedom com­
m ittee. “ What I read is nobody's 
business," Pinnell-Stephens said .

Pinnell-Stephens testified dur­
ing a teleconference hearing 
w ith the state House Ju d ic ia ry  
Com m ittee on a b ill that would 
protect the names of individuals 
who checked out any lib ra ry  ma­
te ria l — books, records, maga­
zines.

Stephens, speaking from  F a ir­
banks to the House members in 
Juneau, agreed with seven other 
lib rarians or form er lib ra ry  
w orkers who a ll spoke in favo r of 
the b ill, which wa3 proposed by 
Rep. Don Clocksin, D-Anchor­
age. The committee passed the 
proposal which now w ill go on to 
the House floor for a vote.

R ita  D ursi, who represented 
the Anchorage chapter of the 
A L A , said lib raries now must 
open records to anyone who de­
m ands to see them. “ Before, li­
b raries didn’t have a legal leg to 
stand on," D ursi said of a li­
b ra ry 's right to keep records p ri­
vate .

The only negative testimony 
cam e from Cam Carlson, who 
led “ Parents In  Action,”  a c iti­
zens’ group formed to protest a 
book on homosexuality availab le 
in  a Fairbanks public school 
Carlson said people found out 
that she had checked out the 
book, but it did not bother her. 
" It  ju st runs off your back”  if 
others find out what you’re read­
ing, she said. Carlson said “ an 
aura of suspicion" surrounds the 
proposed b ill SaaCQPfldentUhty. page B-S

G R O U P T U R N

These sk iers broke A laska's group turn record fo r cross country 
sk is Sunday at A rctic V alley. The old record was seven sk iers. 
The new record was accomplished w ith 57 people. An attem pt to 
break the world record — 106 people —  might be tried in A p ril, 
says group coordinator B ill M itchelL P rizes w ere donated by 
R E I and A rctic  V alley Ski A rea.

Pfteto Or L a n o o  O rap ft lcs

L ig h t s  r e t u r n  to  h a w
AaadatcdPmi

Uh-oh, they cam e back. Those eerie 
am ber lights that dotted the c ity ’s skies over 
the weekend showed up late Monday for an 
encore.

The lights appeared at about 9 p.m . and 
seemed to float over west Anchorage. Spec­
tators and o fficia ls w ere at a loss to explain 
the lights’ source.

As m any as 12 lights appeared in the west­
ern sky . Some glowed alone, while others ap­
peared in crude designs or in  straight lines of 
three to four lights each.

"There  were a couple lights, be we 
couldn’t tell what they w ere ," said Roger 
Carpenter, team  supervisor at the Anchor­
age International A irport Federal Aviation 
Adm inistration control tower. “ We didn’t see 
anything on the tower rad ar.”

Federal o ffic ia ls dism issed the lights th 
appeared over Anchorage late Sunday as h 
a ir balloons, but the head of a balloonist 
group says he doubted the explanation.

A laska A ir M ushers Association Preside 
Don Reed said the c ity ’s hot a ir balloonis 
w ere at a banquet Sunday when the ligh 
were reported, and he baid “ nobody in the 
right m ind" would attem pt a night flig  
without proper gear.

“ There is only one balloon in town that 
equipped for night flying , and there’s on 
one set of lights,”  he said . "And that set isr 
even working.”

The m ysterious lights apparently wei 
visib le over the c ity  between 10:30 p:m . at 
11 p.m . on Sunday. They w ere reported to tl 
FA A ’s A ir Route T ra ffic  Control Tow er : 
“ foreign" objects, agency spokesman Pai
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Confidentiality bill draws key supportplane’s door 
4,000 feet

ere clung to him , the co pilot of a 
iece of cable to close his plane's 
over Southwest A laska Sunday. 
;tration spokesman Paul Steucke 
a twln engine Ryan A ir Beechcraft 
• the sm all a irlin e r took off from 
llage northeast of Bethel, 
e as Ryan flight 940, piloted by An- 
mson, flew  from Anchorage to St. 
d.
rom the cabin prompted Ryan co- 
)rage, to leave the c ra ft’s controls 
Beechcraft, Steucke said . There, 
d passengers held onto him , Lacy 
and used a section of support cable

at St. M ary’s at about 3:30 p.m ., 
ersonnel shortly after it landed at

t the a irc ra ft at any tim e," the 
sh continued to rem ain operational 
st of the flight.”
eechcraft does not feature a pres- 
er In juries were reported.

Continued from page B-l

Committee chairm an Mike 
M iller, D-Juneau, said the confi­
dentiality b ill, or "personal p ri­
va cy ,"  was entirely separate 
from any censorship o r book- 
banning issue. M iller, a co-spon­
sor of the b ill, said groups seek­
ing to remove a book from li­
b rary shelves still would Lave 
the means to do so.

Clocksin said the confidential­
ity  b ill was specific enough to ex- 
lude only a person’s identity 
from public records, so inform a­
tion such as how many tim es a 
book has been taken out or 
whether a book had been re­
turned still would be availab le.

Clocksin added two amend­
ments to the original proposed

b ill. One amendment says that 
any Information that could Iden­
tify  the person — nam e, social 
security or address — would be 
excluded from the lib ary record. 
The original b ill read that only 
the name would be excluded.

The b ill also was amended to 
say that law  enforcement o ffi­
c ia ls , with a court order, could 
request inform ation on who 
checked out m aterials when It 
was a m atter of public safety.

Clocksin sa la he doesn't feel 
the lib rary  confidentiality b ill 
hurts the public’s right to gain 
access to inform atluon. He said 
he feels strongly that public re­
cords should rem ain open.

" I ’m probably one of the lead­
ing proponents of freedom of In­
form ation," Clocksin said. 
"Th a t’s one of the reasons why I

Troopers Identified the pilot 
as Leonard M ack, 39, and said his 
body was taken off the mountain 
at about 0 p.m .

The a ircra ft was reported 
overdue on a flight from King 
Salmon to Cold Bay. Its  em er­
gency locator led searchers to 
Mount Venlam lnof, an 8,200-foot 
volcano on the A laska Peninsula.

decided to sponsor this b ill.1 I 
thought It would m ake the point 
more strongly. I  feel this (lib ra ry  
confidentiality) Is a legitim ate 
exception."

D ick Engen, president of 
A laska L ib ra ry  Association, said

22 states have enacted slm llai 
legislation and that Lib rarian : 
around the country hnve been re 
questing lib ra ry  confidentiality 
Clocksin said A laska librarian* 
requested that the state pass 8 
sim ila r law .

b disputed
“  tracto rs with private fill sites 

nvnllnhlo to them save thousands

Hom er — A civ ilian  mountai­
neering rescue team Monday re­
covered the body of a Peninsula 
A irw ays pilot whose plane 
crashed on the slopes of Mount 
Venlam lnof on the A laska Penin­
su la , A laska State Troopers said.

The Piper Navaho, carrying 
only the pilot, was reported m iss­
ing Thursday.

Rescuers recover pilot’s body
Associated Press

H ic k le  I n v e s tm e n t  C o m p a n y  d / b / a
T h e  M o te l C a p t a i n  C o o k  

W h a le s  T all 
C ro w ’s N e s t  
Q u a r t e r d e c k

is m a k in g  a p p l i c a t io n  f o r  a  
D u p l ic a te  B e v e r a g e  D is p e n s a r y  

L ic e n se  AS 04 .11 .090  d / b / a
F le tc h e r ’s 

L o c a te d  in  T h e  H o te l  C a p ta in  C o o k , 
928  W . 5 th  A v e n u e ,  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A la s k a .

• ’ Interested persons should submit written comment lo  their 
loca l governing body, the app licant dnd to the A lcoholic 
Beverage Control Board at 201 E. 9lh Ave., Anchorage, 
A laska 99501 or phohe (907) 277-8638.
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Remembrance of Things Past:’
! Just when yqu think (hire's nothing good 
led  to w o t r f  about, government comes along 
and remind^ you that paranoia Is your triend.
I  mean, of a|l tbe things I've ever thought to 
worry about — and, let me tell you, few 
people worry more extensively or more crea­
tively than I  do — fretting about Big Brother 
and The Library Books never entered my 

, mind. ,r  ' . .
Oh, I remember being a little nervous 

' when, as a [precocious adolescent, I  checked 
out a book'of Rex Reed Interviews garishly 
tilled , "Conversations In the Raw." I  blushed 
10 ways to Sunday as the librarian wordlessly 

, took my library card and processed Ibe book 
' — full, 1 was sure, of harsh judgment. But 
that was nervousness; this Is fu ll blown adult 
paranoia. Now we learn It apparently takes a 
special b i l l to guarantee that what we check 
out of a library Is nobody’s business but our 
own. j

Now we find out Rep. Don Clocksin has 
Introduced a b ill Ihat would make library ' 
check-out records confidentia l. Appuront|y 
last summer In Fairbanks, some folks wanted 
to know just who was reading those books 
about homosexuality In the library. I  have no 
Idea what conclusions they thought they'd be 
able to draw from such Information, but

aon 2 - 1 9 -8 S

suzan nightingale
people are funny like that. |

Other people, not surprisingly, apparently 
, thought what they read was nobody’s business 
| but their own. *

Here, the plot thickens. T ills being a sun­
shine state, the official state policy Is one of 
open access to public records. Now, ! like this 

' policy. I l o v e  this policy. T ills Is a W O N D E R ­
F U L  policy that serves the people of Alaska 
In a bunch of different ways. If the idea of 
government Is really that we elect representa­
tives because we can't a ll fit In one room, then 
It clearly follows that we don't need them 
deciding what's good for us to know.

But just because people have the right to 
existing government Information doesn't ue-

* v r — j   -Why should anyone iwant to?
i Uni J! .J ft i .
r

cessarlly mean th* government should k e e p  
records about things just because the technolo-
6y exists. Crim inal records, sure, property 
iformatlon, government loans, campaign con­

tributions — a ll that affects us In a public 
way. But r e a d i n g  habitsf And not even 
reading habits but checklng-out-book habits. 
Sbeesh. There must be other methods o f  1 monitoring book usage.

At least It's not'a problem In Anchorage. 
Our librarians not only don't keep permanent 
records (once you return a book, tne card Is 
chucked as a stringent matter of policy), they 
support Clocksln's b ill because they, better 
than anyone, know that people check out all 
sorts of books for a ll sorts of reasons. You 
start keeping (rack of what people read, and 
pretty soon you've got a bunch of uninformed 
opinions running around because people are 
too Intimidated to'go read up on the contro­
versial stuff.

Then the only defense Is to start checking 
out oddball assortments like "Reggie!" and 
"Remembrance of Things Past" both at the 
same time. Throw In a few ringers like, 
"Gurflcld Goins Weight" and let the gawkerx 
figure out what you really went In for.

So 1 guess I  like Clocksln's b ill, as far as It 
goes. I  l i k e  the Ideu that Information Is public

unless It Is specifically exempted, and his b ill, 
by Its nature, underlines that policy. And I 
don't think library records are anyone's busi­
ness, so I  have no qualms with telling people 
who want to know what I check out to get 

. lost.
But I fear Clocksln's b ill falls short of the 

real mark: Once the book Is back on the shelf, 
why should any library keep a record of who's 

• borrowed that book In the first place? So that 
If an ixe murderer runs down Fourth Averrue 
we can a ll run to the library and see If he ever 
checked out any books featuring ax murderers 
running down city streets and nail him at the 
trial? Not once in the nine years that Keith 
Revelle has been Anchorage's municipal Ii- 

i brarian hove police ever requested to see 
library records (which, as i said, is just as 
well, since Ihey don’t keep them here).

It's the r e c o r d ,  I t s e l l ,  not just the c o n f i d e n ­
t i a l i t y  that's at issue. Part of the strength of 
open records — a real policy of open records In 
any government — (s that only legitimate 
records w ill then be kept. To maintain Inap­
propriate records, end then call them confi­
dential, strikes me as only half a solution.

□ Suun Nlghllngsl* Is t Dally Nsws columnist. .

:-*S
-S?
vh

•t

□

o


	SJUD14 HB 180



