


A l a sk a  State  L e g is l a t u r e
Se n a t e  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m it t e e

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  R d d e y , C h a i r m a n  
Senator Tim Kelly. Vice-Chair 
Senator Ian Faiks 
Senator Rick Halford 
Senator Robert Ziegler. Sr.

Po u c h  VJu n e a u , A laska  99811
(907) 465-3717

J a n u a r y  13, 1986

M a r y  A n t o n s o n  
2024 W a l d r o n  Dr.
Anchorage, A K  99507

Dear Ms. Antonson:

T h a n k  y o u  for s h aring w i t h  m e  y o u r  concerns, as a corporate 
shareholder, r e g a r d i n g  the p r o p o s e d  c o r porations code 
revision. I will forward a copy of y o u r  comments to the 
House J u d i c i a r y  C o m m ittee so that t h e y  m a y  include your 
thoughts in t h e i r  delibe r a t i o n s  also.

Please d o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  to contact me again r e g a r d i n g  this or 
any other issue of interest to you.

P a t r i c k  M. R o d e y

PMR/acp



D e c e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 985

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  M . R o d e y ,

P o u c h  V ,
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  R o d e y :

T h a n k  y o u  -for y o u r  p r o m p t  a n s w e r  t o  m y  r e q u e s t  in 
s e e k i n g  b a c k g r o u n d  i n - f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  H o u s e  a n d  
S e n a t e  J o i n t  J o u r n a l  S u p p l e m e n t  # 8  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  r e v i s i o n  o-f A l a s k a  C o r p o r a t e  C o d e .

M y  c h i l d r e n ,  w h o  a r e  g r o w n ,  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  I 

w r i t e  o n  t h e i r  b e h a l - f  a l s o  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  a n d  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  o n e  I m a i l e d  t o  y o u  in N o v e m b e r  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e s e  p r o p o s e d  r e v i s i o n s .  W e  a r e  s h a r e h o l d e r s  in 
t h e  S e a l a s k a  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a n d  h a d  n e a r d  t h a t  
t n e r e  w e r e  p r o p o s e d  b i l l s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
w h i c h  w o u l d  a f f e c t  o u r  s i t u a t i o n  a s  s h a r e h o l d e r s .  
H e n c e ,  w e 1 h a v e  a n  e a r n e s t  i n t e r e s t  in t h e  s t a t u s  o f  

t h e s e  b i l l s .

If y o u  w e r e  a s h a r e h o l d e r  i rs a N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  
s u c h  a s  o u r s ,  S e a l a s k a ,  a n d  h a d  w a i t e d  14 y e a r s  t o  
r e c e i v e  s o m e  f o r m  o f  a p p r e c i a b l e  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  
c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a n d  h a d  n o t  b e e n  s a t i s f i e d  t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  I a m  s u r e  y o u ,  a l s o ,  w o u l d  b e  
a p p r e h e n s i v e  a b o u t  w h a t  p r o p o s a l s  w e r e  b e i n g  m a d e  

w h i c h  w o u l d  a f f e c t  y o u r  f u t u r e .

Y o u  a r e  p r c b a b l y  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  A F N  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  
l o b b y i n g  t h e  U . S .  C o n g r e s s  t o  p r o h i b i t  u s  
( s h a r e h o l d e r s )  f r o m  s e l l i n g  o u r  s t o c k  in 1 9 9 1  o n  
t h e  m a r k e t ,  b u t  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  s e l l  b a c k  t o  t h e  
c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a t  t h e  p r i c e  t h e y  d e t e r m i n e  w i t h  t h e  
s t o c k  b e i n g  d e v a l u e d  ( w i t h o u t  ^ n d  v a l u e ) ,  w h i c h  
w o u l d  u l t i m a t e l y  l e a v e  t h e  s t o c k  v i r t u a l l y  
w o r t h l e s s .  T h e  c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  c o u l d  t h e n  
r e p u r c h a s e  o u r  s t o c k  c h e a p l y  f r o m  u s ,  b u t  
p a r a d o x i c a l l y  c o u l d  r e c e i v e  g e n e r a t e d  i n c o m e  f r o m  
s t o c k  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  l a n d  v a l u e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t D  t h e  a b o v e  e f f o r t s  b y  o u r  t r u s t e d  
l e a d e r s ,  w e  n o w  h a v e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  in l o b b y i n g  o u r  
S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a l l o w  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e s e  b i l l s  
w h i c h  a r e  h e a v i l y  p r o - m a n a g e m e n t ,  i n  m y  o p i n i o n .  I 
h a v e  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  a t t a c h e s ,  p a p e r s ,  m y  c o m m e n t s  
r e l a t i v e  t o  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  a n d  l a n g u a g e  c o n t a i n e d  
in t h e s e  b i l l s .

W e  a l s o  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  A F N  h a s  h a d  s o  m u c h  
i m p a c t  in s u p p o r t i n g  t h e s e  b i l l s ,  w h e n  t h i s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  is n o t  a s h a r e h o l d e r  u n d e r  A N C S A  a n d



d o e s  n o t  o w n  a n y  s t o c k .  I s  t h i s  a l e g a l  e n t i t y  in
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of
A l a s k a  N a t i v e  s h a r e h o l d e r s ?  T h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  t o  
a m e n d  A l a s k a  C o r p o r a t e  C o d e  a r e  t o o  s e r i o u s  t o  u s ,  
t o  b e  p a s s e d  w i t h o u t  c a r e f u l  a n d  c a u t i o u s  
d e l i b e r a t i o n  b y  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e .

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e s e  
b i l l s ,  a n d  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  a l s o  v i e w  t h e s e  
r e v i s i o n s  f r o m  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r  p e r s p e c t i v e .  T h a n k
y o u  f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  o p i n i o n s ,  o n
b e h a l f  o f  m y  s o n ,  M i c h a e l  0. S m i t h ,  d a u g h t e r s ,  
D i a n a  L. S m i t h ,  S y l v i a  L y t h g o e  a n d  m y s e l f .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  Y o u r s ,

2 0 2 4  W a l d r o n  D r .  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 7



S e n a t e 1 B i l l  N o .  1 9 9 :  " A n  A c t  r e v i s i n g  t h e
c o r p o r a t i o n s  c o d e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e .  "
H . B .  N o .  2 4 6 :  I d e n t i c a l .

O n e  o f  o u r  m a j o r  c o i c . s r n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a b o v e  
m e n t i o n e d  A c t  a n d  S . B .  1 9 9  a n d  H . B .  2 4 6  is t h a t  t h e  
A F N  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is l i s t e d  as. (ins o f  t h e  p r i m e  
s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e s e  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o r p o r a t e  C o d e .  T h e  A F N  is n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a 
s h a r e h o l d e r  e n t i t y  u n d e r  A N C S A  a n d  d o e s  n o t  o w n  a n y  
s t o c k ,  s o  h o w  c a n  t h e  A F N  l e g a l l y  r e p r e s e n t  A l a s k a  

N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n  s h a r e h o l d e r s  a n d  i m p a c t  
d e c i s i o n s  m a d e  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  O u r  S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ?  
T h i s  * s a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r s ,  t i o n  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  

d e l i b e r a t e d  c a u t i o u s l y .

S e c .  1 0 . 0 6 . 0 1 0
(6) l e n d  m o n e y  t o  i t s  e m p l o y e e s  a n d ,  if p r o p e r l y  
a p p r o v e d ,  t o  i t s  o f f i c e r s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s ,  a n d  
o t h e r w i s e  a s s i s t  i t s  e m p l o y e e s ,  o f f i c e r s  a n d  

d i r e c t o r s ;

( C o m m e n t )  T h i s  s e e m s  t o  p l a c e  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  a t  
t h e  b e c k  a n d  c a l l  of t h e  p e r s o n n e l  w i t h  s u p p o r t  of 
m o n e y  a n d  c o v e r s  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  in a n y  m a n n e r  o f  
a s s i s t a n c e  w h a t s o e v e r  w i t h  s u c h  a b l a n k e t  s t a t e m e n t  

o f  s u p p o r t  w i t h  " o t h e r w i s e  a s s i s t  i t s  e m p l o y e e s ,  
e t c .  T h e  s h a r e h o l d e r s  a t  l a r g e  a r e  n o t  l i s t e d  a s  
r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  t y p e  of s u p p o r t  a n d  a r e  n o t  
i n c l u d e d .  T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t o o  g e n e r o u s  f o r  t h e  
c o r p o r a t e  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r s  a t  l a r g e  
w o u l d  b e  b e a r i n g  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  s u c h  p o t e n t i a l  
g e n e r o s i t y .

(15) p a y  p e n s i o n s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  p e n s i o n  p i a n s ,  
p e n s i o n  t r u s t s ,  p r o f i t  s h a r i n g  p l a n s ,  s t o c k  b o n u s  
p l a n s  a n d  o t h e r  i n c e n t i v e  p l a n s  f o r  i t s  d i r e c t o r s ,  
o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  e m p l o y e e s ;

( C o m m e n t )  A g a i n ,  t h i s  is b i a s e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  
c o r p o r a t e  p e r s o n n e l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  y o u  c o n s i d e r  
t h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  c o u l d  l o a n  m o n e y  t o  i t s  
p e r s o n n e l ,  w h o  c o u l d  t h e n  p u r c h a s e  s t o c k  a l o n g  w i t h  
s h a r i n g  in t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  T h e r e  
c o u l d  b e  c r e a t e d  a s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  
p e r s o n n e l  c o u l d  f i n a l l y  o w n  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  w i t h  
a l l  t h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  in s e c u r i n g  t h e  s t o c k .  
D e f i n i t e l y  p r o - m a n a g e m e n t  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  
s h a r e h o  1 d e r  a t  l a r g e .



S e c .  1 0 . 0 6 . 4 3 3 .  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  t o  S h a r e h o l d e r s :  
C o n t e n t ;  F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  o n  R e q u e s t ,  (b) ( l ) n 
a l l  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  e x c l u d i n g  c o m p e n s a t i o n  of 
o f f i c s r s  a n d  d i r e c t o r s , "

( C o m m e n t )  W h y  is t h i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x c l u d e  
i n r c r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t o  o f f i c e r s  a n d  
d i r e c t o r s  f r o m  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t h e  
s h a r e h o l d e r s ?  S h o u l d  n o t  t h e  l a w  p r o t e c t  t h e  
r i g h t s  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a l s o ?  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  k e p t  s e c r e t  f r o m  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r s  s o  
t h a t  t h e  c h e c k s  a n d  b a l a n c e s  w o u l d  b e  in p l a c e  t o  
p r o h i b i t  u n d u e  e x t r a v a g a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  of 
c o r p o r a t e  m a n a g e m e n t .  A g a i n ,  t h i s  c l a u s e  is 
p r o - m a n a g e m e n t  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r .

S e c .  1 0 . 0 6 . 4 3 5 .  S h a r e h o l d e r s  D e r i v a t i v e  A c t i o n .

( C o m m e n t )  S i n c e  w e  a r e  n o t  c o r p o r a t e  a t t o r n e y s  a n d  
c a n n o t  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  . l e g a l e s e  in t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  w e ,  
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  g e t  a s e n s e  t h a t  a s h a r e h o l d e r  b e a r s  
t h e  h e a v i e s t  b u r d e n  in p r o v i n g  a w r o n g f u l  c a s e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  h a s  t o  i n i t i a l l y  p u t  u p  
t h e  m o n e y  to s u e ,  a n d  c a n n o t  r e c e i v e  f i n a n c i a l  
s a t i s f a c t i o n .  If w e  a r e  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h i s  
c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e n  a g a i n ,  w e  f e e l  t h i s  is d e c i d e d l y  
p r o - m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  o r p h a n s  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r .  If w e  

a r e  w r o n g ,  t h e n  p l e a s e  a d v i s e .

A R T I C L E  7. A m e n d m e n t s  a n d  C h a n g e s .

( C o m m e n t )  S i n c e  o u r  n a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  
c r e a t e d  a n d  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  C o n g r e s s  w i t h  
e a c h  s h a r e h o l d e r  b e i n g  i s s u e d  1 0 0  s h a r e s  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  c u t - o f f  d a t e ,  t h i s  a b o v e  s e c t i o n  s e e m s  t o  a l l o w  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  l a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  m a n a g e m e n t  
in r e a r r a n g i n g  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  
c o r p o r a t i o n  a s  it n o w  s t a n d s .  S i n c e  o u r  n a t i v e  
c o r p o r a t i o n s  u t i l i z e  t h e  A l a s k a  C o r p o r a t e  C o d e  a s  
it w a s  w r i t t e n  arid l e g i s l a t e d ,  w e  f e e l  u n e a s y  in 
a l l o w i n g  o u r  c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s  t o  r e c l a s s i f y  o u r  
s h a r e s ,  c h a n g i n g  p r e f e r e n c e s ,  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  a n d  
r e l a t i v e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  s h a r e s ,  a n d  a l l o w i n g  
c o r p o r a t e  m a n a g e m e n t  t o  c a n c e l  d i v i d e n d s ,  e t c .  
A g a i n ,  p r o - m a n a g e m e n t .

S e c .  1 0 . 0 6 . 5 7 6 .  R i g h t s  o f  D i s s e n t i n g  S h a r e h o l d e r s :  
P r o c e d u r e  t o  E n f o r c e  S h a r e h o l d e r s  R i g h t  t o  R e c e i v e  
P a y m e n t  f o r  S h a r e s .  W i t h d r a w a l  o f  D e m a n d .

(a) P a g e  9 3 .  L i n e  4. ........... . . a n d  a d e m a n d  f o r
p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  fair- v a l u e  o f  t h e  s h a r e s . . . . . , "  a n d



(e) P a g e  9 4 .  " U p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  
a c t i o n ,  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r  s h a h  c e a s e  t o  h a v e  t h e  
r i g h t s  o f  a s h a r e h o l d e r  e x c e p t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b e  p a i d  
t h e  f a i r  v a l u e  of t h e  s h a r e s  a s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  
d i s s e n t e r s  r i g h t s  w e r e  p e r f e c t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  
c h a p t e r . " a n d

P .  9 5  " ............ . t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  m a y  e l e c t  t o  p a y  t h e

s h a r e h o l d e r  t h e  f a i r  v a l u e  o f  t h e  s h a r e s  in c a s h  at 
t h e  v a l u e ,  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d ............

( C o m m e n t )  T h e  t e r m  F A I R  V A L U E  f o r  p a y m e n t  o f  t h e
s t o c k  b y  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  d i s s e n t i n g
s h a r e h o l d e r  is t o o  b r o a d  in i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  T h i s
t e r m  w e  f i n d  o b j e c t i o n a b l e ,  f o r  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
s t o c k  t o  b e  f a i r  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  t e r m s  P A R  o r  
M A R K E T  v a l u e .  W h a t  is c o n s i d e r e d  f a i r  t o  t h e  
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f a i r  t o  
t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  w h e n  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  
l e a d e r s  h a v e  b e e n  p e t i t i o n i n g  U . S .  C o n g r e s s  t o  
d e v a l u e  o u r  s t o c k  b y  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  rnajcr a s s e t ,  

o u r  l a n d .  T h i s  t e r m  o f  f a i r  v a l u e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  v a l u e  o f  o u r  s t o c k  h a s  b e e n  a s o u r c e  of 
c o n f l i c t  a l r e a d y  a n d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h i s  l a n g u a g e  in 
t h i s  b i l l  is o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  u s .

S i n c e  w e  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  l e g a l  b a c k g r o u n d  t o  
p r o p e r l y  i n t e r p r e t  a r e a s  of t h e s e  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  
A l a s k a  C c r p c r a t e  C o d e  a n d  h o w  t h e y  w o u l d  a f f e c t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  s h a r e h o l d e r s ,  t h e r e  a r e  
p r o b a b l y  s e c t i o n s  t h a t  n e e d  c a r e f u l  s c r u t i n y  a n d  
e v a l u a t i o n  b y  o t h e r s  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  in c o r p o r a t e  l a w  
f r o m  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r ,  a n d  n o t  
w h a t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p r o m o t e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  f r o m  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  
c o r p o r a t e  m a n a g e r s .

W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  H o u s e  B i l l  11246 is i d e n t i c a l  t o  
t h i s  S . B .  1 9 9 ,  s o  w e  p e t i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  
c o n s i d e r a t o n  o f  o u r  v i e w s  a p p l y  t o  t h e  H o u s e  B i l l  
11246 a s  it d o e s  t o  S e n a t e  B i l l  # 1 9 9 .

Y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  a d v o c a t e  t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r  
p e r s p e c t i v e  w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  i n t e r e s t ,  f o r  
t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  s h a r e h o l d e r s  t h a n  c o r p o r a t e  
m a n a g e r s .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  o u r  
b e h a l f .



Alaska Association Chiefs of Police
625 C Street • Anchorage. Alaska *39501

January 10, 1986

Patrick Rodey
Alaska State Legislature

Pouch V (MS 3100)

Ju..eau, A K  99811

Dear Senator Rodey:

The Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police supports the following legisla­

tion. We would lik» to know your opinion and request that you take a moment to 

fill out and return this questionnaire. If you support the bill answer yes.
If you do not support the bill answer no.

S B 1 3 9
Conspiracy

HB 179 Hearsay Evidence

IIB 205 Juvenile Waiver

HB 264 Juvenile Waiver

Capital Punishment
h b  163

HB 264 Recrimina1isation of Marijuana

Election of the Attorney General

S u p p o r t / N o n - S u p p o r t  

y e s ________

y e s  ( w i t h  a m e n d m e n t s )

y e s ________

y e s ________

y e s

no

y e s

Please return to: Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police

C/0 Soldotna Police Department 
Box 2499

Soldotna, AK 99669

i>2f> C Street 
A ‘ i. Alaska ' 1
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A l a sk a  State  L e g is l a t u r e
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

S e n a to r  P a t r i c k  Rodey, C h a irm a n  
Senator Tim Kelly, Vice-Chair 
Senator Ian Fairs 
Senator Rick Halford 
Senator Robert Zifgler. Sr.

Po u c h  V 
Juneau , A laska 99811 

(907) 465-3717

M a r c h  2, 1986

K a t h e r i n e  Bigler, P r e s ident 
A n c h o r a g e  Chapter, M.A.D.D. 
2205 E a s t  Tudor Road, Suite 38 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

T h a n k  y o u  for your r ecent letter r e q u e s t i n g  m y  s u pport of 
th e  s peedy passage of Senate Bill 138 t h rough the Senate 
J u d i c i a r y  Committee w h i c h  I chair. Y o u  will be p l e a s e d  to 
k n o w  t h a t  I have w a i v e d  SB 138 out of m y  committee and onto 
the next committee of referral.

Again, t h a n k  you for y o u r  letter. K e e p  up the g o o d  work!

P a t r i c k  M. Rodey



M A D DSCOTT & WESLEY GERRISH M M  / B  1  m  « L  ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
MEMORIAL } W l  WL CHAPTER

2205 EAST TUDOR ROAD, SUITE 38 • ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99504 • (907) 561-MADD

F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1986
( T

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  R o d e y  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V (MS 3 10 0)
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  R o d e y ,

I u n d e r s t a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 3 8 ,  t h e  H a p p y  H o u r  B i l l ,  h a s  b e e n  p a s s e d  
f r o m  t h e  S t a t . d  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  t o  y o u r  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .  I 
u r g e  y o u  t o  m o v e  i t  t h r o u g h  J u d i c i a r y  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a s  
we d i s c u s s e d .  I f  t h e  f u l l  S e n a t e  w i l l  a c t  q u i c k l y ,  t h e n  t h e  H o u s e  
w o u l d  h a v e  a m p l e  t i m e  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t  w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  
s e s s i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

jH c M jA o y v

K a t h e r i n e  B i g l e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  
A n c h o r a g e  C h a p t e r ,  MADD

MOTHERS
AGAINST

DRUNK
DRIVING



A l a sk a  State  Le g is l a t u r e
Se n a t e  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m it t e e

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  R o d e y , C h a i r m a n  
Senator Tim Kelly, Vice-Chair 
Senator Ian Faiks 
Senator Rick Halford 
Senator Robert Ziec.ler, Sr.

Po u c h  VJ unf.a u , A laska  99811
(907) 465-3717

Ma r c h  2, 1986

Mr. Don Bruegel, Corporate A u d i t o r  
Bayly, M a r t i n  & Fay of Alaska, Inc.
1031 W. 4th Ave., Suite 400 
P.O. Box 7502
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99510-7101 

Dear Mr. Bruegel:

T h a n k  you for y o u r  letter of F e b r u a r y  5, c o n c e r n i n g  
jurisd i c t i o n a l  limitation of small claims. I have enclosed 
a copy of a F e b r u a r y  19, 1986, a r ticle from the J u n e a u  
E m p i r e , w h i c h  d e s c ribes H o u s e  Bill 118 and its p a s s a g e  
by the legislature. I'm sure this bill w i l l  address y o u r  
areas of concern.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  comments.

Patrick M. Rodey
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Small claims ceiling could be raised; case load upped
By ED SCHOENFELD
T H i j u o u u w n u

A bill that would increase the cell­
ing for Small Claims Court suits has 
passed the Senate and is on its way 
to the Governor’s office.

The bill IHB118) will increase the 
amount an individual, business or 
government agency can gain from a 
small claims action from $2,000 to 
$5,000.

The small claims procedure is 
popular because it Is faster, simpler 
and less expensive than the formal 
civil court process. Filing costs for a 
case in small claims court is $5 and 
an attorney is not needed.

The bill was submitted by the 
court system and is strongly support­
ed by the Anchorage Chamber of 
Commerce, said Karla Forsythe, 
staff counsel to the administrative 
offices of the slate court system.

The ciiange 13 supported by pri­
vate Industry because it would nr.akt 
it easier to sue for small amounts of 
money.

" I t’s not economic to bring an ac­
tion between $2,000 and $5,000 be­
cause attorney fees will eat up most 
settlements. It’s just not worth it," , 
said Forsythe. ‘

The Increased maximum Is ex­
pected to double the number of cases 
filed, she said. A fiscal note attached 
to the bill calls for the hire of six new 
court clerks to handle the increased 

f. load, Including one in Juneau, she 
»*ald,.s, ........ .........................

Tbebffl would b x n m  the coat of. 
filing a small claims case from $5to ,  
at least $15. Court officials estimate 
the Increase would bring in $357,000 a 
year, more than offsetting the cost of 
additional staff.

The bill passed the Senali $8-0 
■ Wednesday and Is headed to the gov­

ernor’s office, where it is expected to 
be signed into law. [I takes effect

once the Supreme Court, which sets..-,'-' Walker said the Increased num- 
Small Claims Court rules, raises the t her of small claims cases has caused
filing fee.

In It unclear how the bill will af­
fect the Juneau courts office, which' 
has been overloaded with small 
claims cases in recent years.

Statistics show a 44 percent In­
crease locally in small claims filings - 
between fiscal year 1984 and fiscal

stnff crunch In the local trial 
clerk’s office. Only one person at (he 
office 19 assigned to small claims 
cases, which are often filed In large 
numbers, she said.

"When you get hit with 70 cases a 
day and it takes an average of 15 
minutes per case and you only have

year 1985, and officials said the trend . one person doing that, we all get in 
Is continuing. and help," she said.

Juneau Clerk of Trial C o u r t s T h e  largo number of filings Is 
Sharon Walker said about two-thirds .slowing down the small claims court 
of all civil court cases filed so far.-, process two to three weeks, she said, 
this year have been small claims k The length of the process varies from 
cases. i case to case. The average case took

The Increase In filings is related ’.about a month to complete before the
to Uie increase in the number of current crunch hit, she said.
large organizations seeking to get
payments that have been delinquent.
Juneau City-Borough, Bartlett Me­
morial Hospital and the Alaska Elec­
tric Light and Power Company are ■. 
three of the biggest users, Walker f 
said. .. \

She also said the large number oft 
cases can be at least partially attrib­
uted to more collection agencies in 
Jimfnn -  — —  .

■’ i The staff shortage Is wotse In Ju­
neau than some other communities, 
Walker said. The Fairbanks office 
has two staff members assigned to 
handle small claims cases and han­
dles a smaller case load than Ju- 

: neau, she said.
But Juneau is not the only com- 

• munlty where small claims court 
i cases have increased. Court filings 
went up by one-third statewide in 
1985, according to the state court sys­
tem’s annual report. At 78 percent, 
Palmer had one of the largest in­
creases in filings. A 34 percent In­
crease was reported in Anchorage.

Because of the heavy load of 
cases, court employees are encour­
aging those considering small claims

actions to read several booklets ex­
plaining the court procedure.

A booklet titled "Alaska Small 
Claims Handbook," Is available from 
the local trial clerk's office. The of­
fice Is located on the ground floor of 
the Court Building, et the corner of 
Fourth and Main Streets downtown.

While an attorney is not needed to 
file a small claims case, one can be 
used, and If the person filing suit

wins the case, attorney fees can be 
collected.

The small claims procedure can 
be used to gain a legal ruling about a 
debt, but it does not force payment. 
These methods are also described in 
a booklet that's available at the court 
office. Methods of collection Include 
seizing properly, gat, .jheeing wages 
and getting the state to hand over 
part of a Permanent Fund Dividend.

P



OttVAIUlV idi • •» — — - *
SenatorUm Kelly, Vice-Chair 
Senator Ian Fairs 
Senator Kick Halford 
Senator Robert Ziegler, Sr.

rU L 'CH  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

(907) 465-3717

J a n u a r y  23, 1986

H a r o l d  M. Brown 
A t t o r n e y  General 
Pouch K
Juneau, A K  ,  99811

T h e  S e nate J u d i c i a r y  Committee will be h e aring Senate Bill 
139, "An A c t  relating to the crime of conspiracy," on 
Thursday, February 6, at 1:30 p.m. You are invited to 
a ttend and share your comments w i t h  m e mbers of the 
committee.

E n c l o s e d  y o u  will find a copy of SB 139; if you require any 
further information, p l ease contact A n n  Plunketc at 
465-3717.

P a t r i c k  M. Rodey

Encl.



A l a sk a  State  L e g is l a t u r e
Se n a t e  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m it t e e

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  R o d e y ,  C h a i r m a n  
Senator Tim Kelly. Vice-C iair 
Senator Ian Kaiks 
Senator Rick Halford 
Senator Rorerf Ziegler. Sr.

Po u c h  V
Ju n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99S11

(907) 465-3717

M a r c h  2, 1986

Mr. W i l l i a m  J. Bernier 
D i v i s i o n  M a n a g e r  
7811 Spring Street 
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99502

Dear Mr. Bernier:

T h a n k  y o u  for your v e r y  though t f u l  letter and comments 
concer n i n g  a definition of the term, "Alaska bidder." I 
have shared copies of y o u r  letter w i t h  each m e m b e r  of the 
Senate J u d i c i a r y  C o m m ittee to assist us in our 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s  on S enate Bill 341; the p r o c u r e m e n t  bill.

I appre c i a t e  the time y o u  took to t e s t i f y  at our M a r c h  15 
h e a r i n g  in Anchorage, and y o u r  efforts to follow up on our 
r e quest for language d e f ining an A l a s k a n  bidder. I hope 
y o u  will feel free to contri b u t e  any additional t h o ughts or 
comments you m a y  have as our p r o c u r e m e n t  legis l a t i o n  
evolves.

^urs,

Patrick M. Rodey



A l a sk a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Se n a t e  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m it t e e

S e n a t o r  Pa t r ic k  Ro d e y , C h a ir m a n
Senator Tim Kelly, Vice-Chair 
Senator Jan Fairs 
Senator Rick Halford 
Senator Rorert Ziegler, Sr.

Po u c h  VJu n e a u . A laska  99811(907) 465-3717

M a r c h  2, 1986

J e f f r e y  R. Dickstein
3605 A r c t i c  Boulevard, No. 5y8
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99503

Dear Mr. Dickstein:

T h a n k  y o u  for the copy of your letter to Kim R i c h  
conce r n i n g  the role of juries in our A m e r i c a n  Justice 
System, for the newsclipping, and for the b o o k l e t  entitled, 
"The Citizen's Rule Book." I agree that it is important 
for each of us as A m e r i c a n  citizens to inform ourselves as 
mu c h  as p o s sible about our rights and r e s p o nsiblities under 
the law so that, b y  accepting the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to inform 
ourselves, w e  m a y  protect the rights w h i c h  are our 
heritage.

Again, t h a n k  you for sending y o u r  views.

"  >urs,

Patrick M. Rodey



JEFFREY R. DICKSTEIN 
3605 Arctic Boulevard 

No. 590 
Anchorage, HK 99503 

<907> 2^3-^805

M a r c h  18, 1986

S e n a t o r  P a trick Rodey 
Pou c h  U
Juneau, RK 99811

Dear S e n a t o r  Rodey:

I a m  in r e c e i p t  of your l e t t e r  d a ted M a r c h  2, 1986 in r e s p o n s e  to n y  
l e t t e r  to Kin Rich.

It is a c i t i z e n s  o b l i g a t i o n  to ke e p  o u r s e l v e s  i n f o r m e d  of o i o l a t i o n s  
of our rights by g o u e r n n e n t  a c t i v i t y .

U n der the d o c t r i n e  of s e p a r a t i o n  of powers, it is a l s o  y o u r  f u nction, 
Senator, to p r o t e c t  c i t i z e n s  fron a b u s e  by the judicial d e p a r t m e n t  of 
the g o v e r n m e n t . Now that you know th a t  our j u d i c i a r y  has tak e n  a 
p o s i t i o n  c o n t r a r y  to the C o n s t i t u t i o n s  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  the 
S t a t e  of Alaska, w h a t  e x a c t l y  a r e  you going to do a b o u t  it?

I look f o r w a r d  to your r e sponse.

For C o n s t i t u t i o n a l

fREEDOH UNDER COHSTITUTIONflL KHOULEOGE -  INTEGRITY RESPONSIBILITY SERUICE



A l a sk a  State  L e g is l a t u r e
Se n a t e  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m it t e e

S e n a t o r  Pa t r ic k  Ro d e y , C h a ir m a n
Senator Tim Kelly. Vice-Chair 
Senator Ian Fairs 
Senator Rick Halford 
Senator Robert Ziegler. Sr.

Po u c h  VJu n e a u , A laska  99811(907) 465-3717
M a r c h  2, 1986

Mr. Charles G. Estes
C.G. Estes Co.
4015 B o r l a n d  Drive 
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99517

Dear Mr. Estes:

T h a n k  you for y o u r  letter e x p r e s s i n g  y o u r  c o n c e r n  about the 
ever increasing cost of insurance. T o r t  r e f o r m  has b e c o m e  
one of the m a j o r  issues facing this legislature. The S e n a t e  
J u d i c i a r y  Committee w h i c h  I chair w i l l  be one of the m o r e  
important committee referrals for the tort r e form 
l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  is now w e n d i n g  its w a y  t h r o u g h  the 
legislature.

In p r e p a r a t i o n  for d e a l i n g  w i t h  this issue, we h a v e  done a 
g r e a t  deal of research, and l i s tened to several n a t i o n a l l y  
p r o m i n e n t  experts on the subject. It is m y  h o p e  that w e  
c a n  at least b e g i n  to find some s a t i s f a c t o r y  solutions to 
this d i l e m m a  b y  the end of this l egislative session.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  interest and y o u r  concern. „ ^an 
a p p r e c i a t e  that tort r eform is an issue w h i c h  effects all 
of our lives, and will do m y  best to a l l e viate some of the 
burden.

V e r y€ ru i y  yours,

Patrick M. Rodey



/

Senator Hm Killy, Vice-Chair 
Senator Jan Faiks 
Senator Rick Halford 
Senator Robert Ziegler, Sr.

Po u c h  VJ u n e a u , A laska  99811
(907) 465-3717

J a n u a r y  30, 1986

Cheryl Jong 
2701 R a s p b e r r y  Rd.
Anchorage, A K  99502

Dear Cheryl:

T h a n k  you for y o u r  recent c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e g a r d i n g  SB150, 
m a k i n g  amendments to the A l a s k a  W a t e r  U s e  Act. SB 150 is 
n o w  in the S enate J u d i c i a r y  Committee, w h i c h  I chair, and 
w i l l  be s c h e duled for h e a r i n g  shortly. You m a y  be a s sured 
t h a t  y o u r  comments will be t a k e n  into c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w h e n  
the bill is heard.

Again, t h a n k  y o u  for your comments. Please don't h e s i t a t e  
to contact m e  again r e g a r d i n g  this or any o t h e r  issue of 
interest to you.

P a t r i c k  M. Rodey
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SENATE RESOURCES AND JUDICIARY

S T U R G U L E W S K I , F A H R E N K A M P , E L I A S O N , Z H A R O F F , H A L F O R D , 
CQGHILL, V. FISCHER, KELLY, ZIEGLER, F A I K S ,

CHERYL JONG, 270)1 R AS PE B E R R Y , ANCHORAGE, 99502, 
243-7539

SB 150, WATER RIGHTS

I OPPOSE REVOCATION OF WATER CERTIFICATES IN WHOLE OR PART* IN 
MINING, WATER NEEDS HAY VARY FROM YEAR TO YEAR ACCORDING TO THE 
GENERAL PLAN OF OPERATION* NO MINING IS ALLOWED IN NATIONAL PARKS 
AT THIS TIME* THEREFORE' W ATER USAGE WILL BE NIL IN THOSE AREAS 
UNTIL THIS PROBLEM IS CORRECTED*

; 1 r t

TO:

SENS*

F R O M :

S U B J E C T :



A l a sk a  State  L e g isl a t u r e
Se n a t e  Ju d ic ia r y  C o m m it t e e

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  R o d e y , C h a i r m a n  
Senator Tim Kelly. Vice-Chair 
Senator Ian Fairs 
Senator Rick Haleord 
Senator Robert Ziegler. Sr.

Po u c h  V
Ju n h a j , A l a s k a  99811

(907) 465-3717

M a r c h  2, 1986

Mr. V i c t o r  C. Krumm 
D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  
D e p a r t m e n t  of Law
Criminal Divisi o n / T h i r d  J u d icial District 
1031 W e s t  4th Avenue, Suite 520 
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99501

Dear M r . K r u m m :

I t h a n k  you for y o u r  recent letter and attachments 
c o n c e r n i n g  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of sex offenders. A t  this point, 
I t e n d  to agree w i t h  y o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  our focus s hould be 
on v i c t i m  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and on identification and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of youthful sex offenders. A b u s e d  and 
t r o u b l e d  c h i ldren are the sex offenders of tomorrow. This 
ap p r o a c h  makes sense fiscally as well, especi a l l y  in light 
of our d i m i n i s h i n g  st ite revenues.

Again, t h a n k  y o u  for taking the time to send y o u r  views.

Patrick M. Rodey



Dunn£ Scrssion: 
Pouch \ '  

Juneau. A l »'ka 99311 
(907) •it'S-i 11«

S e n a t e

J a n u a r y  2 1 1 S-86

A n i t a  M o r r i s
909 Chug a c h  Way #81
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 99503

D e a r  A n i t a :

T h a n k  you  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  me y o u r  t h o u g h t s  on  t h e  
M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  p r i o r i t y  l i s t  a n d  o t h e r  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  n e e d s  i n  
A n c h o r a g e .  Many o f  y o u r  n e i g h b o r s  r e s p o n d e d ,  a s  w e l l ,  a n d  I  h a v e  
r e c e i v e d  a b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  how o u r  m o n e y  s h o u l d  b e  
s p e n t  t h i s  n e x t  y e a r .

A g o o d  numbe r  o f  p e o p l e  s e em  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  f o c u s  u p o n  
t h e  F . k l u t n a  k V ; e r  P r o j e c t  a nd  t h e  A c c e l e r a t e d  Roads  P r o g r a m .  O t h e r s  
l i s t e d  n e e d s  w h i c h  t h e y  f e l t  w e r e  mo r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e w e r s ,  
p a r k s  a nd  g r e e n b e l t s ,  c r i m e  p r e v e n t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o r ,  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p e r m a n e n t  f u n d .  R e s t  a s s u r e d  I  w i l l  k e e p  y o u r  i d e a s  i n  m i n d  when  m a k i n g  
f u n d i n g  d e c i s i o n s  n e x t  s e s s i o n .

A g a i n ,  I  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c ommen t s  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  a n d  I  e r c c u r a g e  y ou  
t o  s t a y  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  me t h r o u g h  t h e  a d d r e s s e s  a n d  p h o n e  n u m b e r s  
l i s t e d  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h i s  p a g e .  A l s o ,  y o u  may s e n d  m e s s a g e s  t c  me 
d u r i n g  s e s s i o n  b y  c a l l i n g  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e  
a t  278-3668. T h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  p r o v i d e d  t o  y o u  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ,  a n d  I  w i l l  
r e c e i v e  t h e  m e s s a g e  w i t h i n  24 h o u r s .

1 h o p e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y ou  a g a i n  •■oon.

F a t r i c k  M. Rodey

Pl f f i/acp



Anita Morris

909 Chugach Way #81

Anchorage, Alaska 99503



Ja n u a r y  1 4 , 1986
Senator Patrick Rodey 

Alaska State Senate 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Rodey,

I am writing in response to your letter of November 11, 1985. 1 

think that it is very important that representatives on local, state, 

and national levels try to stay in touch with their constituents and 

far too many of them do not. Your letLer indicated an attempt to do 

so and I commend you for that. 1 think that both i the state and the 

nation are going to have serious problems to contend with because 

of falling oil revenues on the state level and Gramm--Rudman on the 

national level. The only "trickle-down" that we are going to enjoy 

is the "trickle-down" of lost revenue.That means a lot of thought 

is going to have to go into the funding of priorities-that would be 

easy if everyone's priorities were the same! I think that the 

Accelerated Road Program and education are two areas of concern-1 

also would not like to see programs that deal with child abuse and 

the care of the homeless in this state lost through a loss of fundin 

These are only some of my concerns, but 1 am sure that you will 

continue to work hard on behalf of the people of this state.

Sincerely,



A l a sk a  State  L e g is l a t u r e
Se n a t e  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m it t e e

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  R o d e y , C h a i r m a n  
Senator Tim Kelly, Vice-Chair 
Senator Ian Eaiks 
Senator Rick Halford 
Senator Robert Ziegler, Sr.

M a r c h  2, 1986

Po u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 3 7 1 7

M s . Renee M u r r a y  
605 w. 42nd
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99503

Dear Ms. M u rirr
-n<2€.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  note and the a r t i c l e  on the i n c r e a s i n g  
cost of insurance. Tort r e form has b e c o m e  one of the m a j o r  
issues facing this legislature. The S enate J u d i c i a r y  
C o m m ittee w h i c h  I chair will be one of the m o r e  important 
c o m m i t t e e  referrals for the t o r t  r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  
is n o w  w e n d i n g  its w a y  t h r o u g h  the legislature.

In p r e p a r a t i o n  for d e aling w i t h  this issue, w e  h a v e  done a 
great deal of research, and l i s t e n e d  to several n a t i o n a l l y  
p r o m i n e n t  experts on the subject. It is m y  h o p e  that we 
can at least b e g i n  to find some s a t i s f a c t o r y  solutions to 
this d i lemma b y  the end of this l e g i s l a t i v e  session.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  interest and y o u r  concern. I can 
ap p r e c i a t e  that tort r eform is an issue w h i c h  e f f ects all 
of our lives, and will do m y  b e s t  to a l l e viate some of the 
burden.

Patrick M. Rodey



D unns St'SSlim: 
Pouch V  

June.ui. A l.o k .i  9 9 SII 
(907) 4t>5-3717

S e n a t e

Ja n u a r y  2 1 , 1986
Anne P a s e h
7661 W a n d e r i n g  D r .
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 99502

D e a r  Anne :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  me y o u r  t h o u g h t s  o n  t h e  
M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  p r i o r i t y  l i s t  a n d  o t h e r  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  n e e d s  i n  
A n c h o r a g e .  Many o f  y o u r  n e i g h b o r s  r e s p o n d e d ,  a s  w e l l ,  a n d  I  h a v e  
r e c e i v e d  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  on  how o u r  money  s h o u l d  b e  
s p e n t  t h i s  n e x t  y e a r .

A g ood  n umb e r  o f  p e o p l e  s e em  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  f o c u s  u p o n  
t h e  E k l u t n a  W a t e r  P r o j e c t  a n d  t h e  A c c e l e r a t e d  R o a d s  P r o g r a m .  O t h e r s  
l i s t e d  n e e d s  w h i c h  t h e y  f e l t  w e r e  mo r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e w e r s ,  
p a r k s  a n d  g r e e n b e l t s ,  c r i m e  p r e v e n t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a nd  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p e r m a n e n t  f u n d .  R e s t  a s s u r e d  I  w i l l  k e e p  y o u r  i d e a s  i n  m i n d  when  m a k i n g  
f u n d i n g  d e c i s i o n s  n e x t  s e s s i o n .

A g a i n ,  I  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c ommen t s  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  a nd  I  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  
t o  s t a y  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  me t h r o u g h  t h e  a d d r e s s e s  a n d  p h o n e  n u m b e r s  
l i s t e d  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h i s  p a g e .  A l s o ,  y o u  may s e n d  m e s s a g e s  t o  me 
d u r i n g  s e s s i o n  b y  c a l l i n g  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e  
a t  278-3668.  T h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  p r o v i d e d  t o  y o u  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e ,  a n d  I  w i l l  
r e c e i v e  t h e  m e s s a g e  w i t h i n  24 h o u r s .

I  ho.peNt o  h e a r  f r o m  v o u  a g a i n  s o o n .
\.A •  i  f

P a t r i c k  M. Rodey
PMR/acp



\

7661 Wandering Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99502
January 10, 1985

Senator Pat Rodey 
1024 W. 6th Ave., Suite 308 
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Senator Rodey:

Thank you for your le tte r of Dec. 10 expressing interest in my opinions. In 
general I support the Municipality's funding priorities for the Eklutna 
Water Project and Roads. However, I am not convinced that all of the road 
improvements are necessary. For example, I don't think that Jewell Lake 
Road should be widened at all. I feel more attention should be given to 
tra ffic  flow problems such as coordinating lights so that one does't hit red 
every block! I also feel road maintenance should also be given more 
attention. We need sanding and plowing on the existing Wandering Drive 
much more than new or wider roads.

There are two other main areas of concern, one being the management of 
the c ity ’s water resources. We have lived at this address in Sand Lake for 
the past 15 years utiliz ing a 185 foot private well for our water supply. 
There has been a very noticeable deterioration in the quality of our water, 
in color, iron content, sediment content, Ca content. There is no question 
in my mind that this is due to the increasing number of wells drilled in the 
area. I do not think the city is concerned enough with the protection of 
exisiting water supplies. New building permits are issued as though the 
water supplies are inexhaustible.

The other end of the water spectrum concerns me also. The pollution of 
surface streams has attracted attention and the city seems to be trying to 
take some steps to alleviate that problem. However, not much attention is 
given to areas like ours where septic tanks draining into Sand Lake have 
been in use fo r years. There is also a great deal of surface run off from 
streets that the city oils and from construction of new subdivisions. Sand 
Lake has no outlet, so these sediments, oils, and heavy metals can only 
accumulate.

The other general area of concern to rne in the Municipality is the lack of 
control on new development. The recommendations of the Geo-Technical 
Advisory Commision are constantly being ignored. The city is issuing



building permits for construction on major landslides such as the 
Turnagain Slide and most recently for the new courthouse expansion on the 
4th Ave. Slide. I don't know how they got an expert from Stanford 
University to say there is no risk at this site because the literature is full 
of information suggesting otherwise. Landslides are definite risks, 
especially in areas of high seismic activity. The developers have chosen 
to ignore these facts in their rush for economic gain. Someday, these 
areas are going to fail. We may be lucky and not see it  in our lifetime. But 
don't we owe something to future generations? What happens once an 
area is developed? Buildings are upgraded or torn down to make way for 
larger ones. By putting up structures on these slides we are insuring a 
future disaster. This is extreme irresponsibility on the part of our state 
and local governments. If you can hold up the courthouse expansion, you 
would be doing something worthwhile.

Another area that is under great pressure for development in my 
neighborhood is the Sand Lake gravel pits. We see proposal after proposal 
corning before the Assembly. Those gravel pits have provided millions of 
dollars of income for the land owners. Now that they have a huge hole in 
the ground, they seem to think that they should also be allowed to "develop 
it." I have read some of the reports showing how d ifficu lt i t  w ill be to 
provide the area w ith sewers. The city engineers have said that the only 
way to get sewage out of those depressions is to use l i f t  stations. These 
are extremely costly to build and maintain and they recommend that the 
city NOT accept any l i f t  stations for this reason. I am totally against the 
c ity spending money on such extravagance.

Other d ifficu lties  w ill show up as soon as that sandy surface is covered 
w ith impermeable materials (roads, roofs, driveways, etc.). The surface 
runoff can only flow  into those holes. What w ill happen to the structures 
at the bottom? Hoy/  safe w ill the roads be going down into those holes? 
The city can't even maintain the h ill on Wandering Dr The h ills  on roads 
going down into those mines would be much longer. It is id iotic to look at 
those gravel pits as "developable land." The city should accept that fact 
and zone it  accordingly. Wouldn't the pit make a dandy stadium w ith a 
football fie ld at the bottom and seats around the edges?

As far as statewide issues are concerned I hope the legislature w ill stop 
pouring money down such bottomless pits as the Valdez grain elevator, the

7661 Wandering Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99502
January 10, 1965



Delta barley project, the Matanuska Dairy, and other marginal agricultural 
efforts. The Matanuska Valley farmers proved long ago that fanning is not 
a viable industry in Alaska. It may be a way of life  for those who want to 
try it. That can be done by individuals. However, the state should stop 
throwing money into subsidies and bad loans. It infuriates me that the 
state is spending money to destroy forests in the Susitna Basin for 
"farms" that certainly can't be any more profitable than the rich Matanuska 
Valley.

In my view, it  is also stupidity for the state to promote settlement on 
remote parcels of land. As soon as the people settle there, they need 
roads, schools, and other services that w ill generate costs way out of 
proportion to their value.

The above issues are all related to the importance of having a responsible 
legislature. Therefore openness and honesty in government is essential. I 
hope that the ethics committee w ill be able to provide some effective 
leadership. I have answered your le tte r because you seem to be one of the 
few responsible legislators.

Best wishes for 1966.

7661 Wandering Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99502
January 10, 1965

Sincerelu,

Anne Pasch



S en a to r  Pa t r ic k  Ro d e y , C h a ir m a n
Senator Tim Kelly. Vice-Chair 
Senator 1 \s  Fairs 
Senator Fjck Halford 
Senator F'orert Ziec.ler. Sr.

Po u c h  VJu n e a u , A lask a  99811
(907) 465-3717

J a n u a r y  21, 1986

U.S. A t t o r n e y  Michael Spaan 
701 C Street 
Anchorage, A K  99501

Dear Mr. Spaan:

The S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  Committee will be h e a r i n g  Senate Bill 
139, "An Act relating to the crime of conspiracy," on 
Thursday, F e b r u a r y  6, at 1:30 p.m. Y o u  are invited to 
a ttend and share your comments w i t h  m e m b e r s  of the 
committee.

E n c l o s e d  y o u  will find a copy of SB 139; if you require any 
further information, olease contact A n n  P l u nkett at 
465-3717.

P a t r i c k  M. R o d e y

E n e l .



March

Senator Patrick Rc 
? 0  BOX V
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Aron C. Wolf, L-PI an-..! Associate; 
Investm ents and Management 
400 1 Dale St.reer. "'nit's 1 o i
Aiiv.noi dask a a  ■ ’j'i

Phone 56 i.-2 o - o

As a followup to oW prior correspondence regarding CorrecttonaJ heeds. we nave been able to 
accumulate som e definitive data. It appears that the Department of Corrections m ust bill itself 
for total services rendered a: a . .  st- per prisoner day in th e Anchorage howl are? within tlie 
range of V: '  -$50. We have also been able to do some preliminary cost analyses of providing a 
program vnthm the guidelines of AS $3 30 amended, Section 33 „.0 062-33-30-266, and feel that 
we can provide the appropriate correctional services within an approximate dollar range of $41- 
$4S per prisoner per day m e total dollar range within these scenarios would vary from 
$7e6,250 to $955,500.

X tr estim ates have been based on a facility th a t  will a c c e p t  betw een 5 0  and 60 prisoners, either 
ss misdemeanants or in a  re-:' tution center setting. We have p u i  -ued several options including 

sement of the center both \nchorage and in the Mat-Cu Valiev. If we were to pursue 
building 01 a facility m Mat-.'v, we would attem pt to coordinate it with the Goose Bay site in 
order to maximize the function of both facilities, ii it  were in Anchorage, we certainly would 
ioc.'li c't eithei a freestanding institution or the lease back of any current unused part of our

r>

We are prepared, a t this point, to share our projections and cost estim ates with you or your staff 
so that funding for such a needed center could be included in this year's budget. We certainly 
understand the fiscal constraints upon the 1956 Legislature, but I am sure that you are equally 
aware of the pressing need for cost-effective, quality correctional beds.

Ms. B etty  Clark of our adm inistrative staff will be in contact with your office to arrange for us to 
share this information with you. in Juneau in early April. If you or your staff feel that you need 

i c r i o e U i  ii“ i , vve '.cui dii^ot it 00 you by man ot m eet v/itn you 01 vou staff m em bers 
here in the Anchorage area. I am looking forward to meeting with you. relative to this very
;m portsn t issu e .

Thank vou for vour interest

’ TTT .
; V'f / OC

Sincerely
'

Aron S. Y\TTT I f
4-PA

cc. Commissioner Roger Endell 
Department of Corrections

' / 3  O jA u i



Senator Robert Ziegler. Sr.

A l a sk a  State  L e g is l a t u r e
Se n a t e  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m it t e e

Po u c h  VJu n e a u , A laska  9981 1(907) 465-3717S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  R o d e y , C h a i r m a n  
Senator Tim Kelly, Vice-Chair 
Senator Ian Fairs 
Senator Rick Halford

M a r c h  2, 1986

Mr. T h o m a s  Y. Y e rbich 
Y e r b i c h  & A s s o c i a t e s  
329 "F" Street, Suite 210 
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99501-2268

Dear Mr. Yerbich:

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  letter of F e b ruary 12, concer n i n g  
j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  l imitation of small claims. I h a v e  enclo s e d  
a copy of a F e b r u a r y  19, 1986, article from the J u n e a u  
Em p i r e , w h i c h  d e s c ribes House Bill 118 and its p a s s a g e  
b y  the legislature. I'm sure this bill w i l l  address y o u r  
areas of concern.

ThanJj-yau for y o u r  comments.

V e r y  t r u l y  yours,

W t
Patrick' M. R o d e y



Small claims ceiling could be raised; case load upped
By ED SCHOENFELD
T M E JtM U U IM flU

A bill that would increase the ceil­
ing for Small Claims Court suits has 
passed the Senate and is cn Its way 
to the Governor's office.

The bill IHB1I8) will increase the 
amount an individual, business or 
government agency can gam from a 
smell claims action from $2,WO to 
3S.00C.

The small claims procedure Is 
popular because it is faster, simpler 
and less expensive than the formal 
civil court process. Filing costs for a 
case In small claims court Is >5 and 
an attorney Is not needed.

The bill was submitted by the 
court system and Is strongly support­
ed by the Anchorage Chamber of 
Commerce, said Karla Forsythe, 
staff counsel to the administrative 
offices of the state court system.

The change is supported by pri­
vate Industry because it would make 
it easier to sue for small amounts of 
money.

" I t ’s not economic to bring an ac­
tion between 52,000 and 55,000 be­
cause attorney fees will eat up most 
settlements. It’s just not worth it," 
said Forsythe.

The increased maximum Is ex­
pected to double the number of cases 
filed, she said. A fiscal note attached 
to the bill calls for the hire of six new 
court clerks to handle the Increased 
load, Including one In Juneau, she

. s a i d . ......................
,’v „ The till would Increase the cost of 

filing a small claims case from 55 to 
a t least 515. Court officials estimate 
the increase would bring in 5557,000 a 
year, more than offsetting the cost of 
additional staff.

The bill passed the Senate 18-0 
'Wednesday and Is headed to the gov­
ernor’s office, where it is expected to 
be signed into law. It takes effect

once the Supreme Court, which sets Walker said the Increased num- 
Small Claims Court rules, raises the, ', ber of small claims cases has caused 
filing fee. a staff crunch In the local trial

In It unclear how the bill will af- clerk’s office. Only one person at the 
feet the Juneau courts office, which office is assigned to small claims 
has been overloaded with small cases, which arc often filed in large
claims cases in recent years.

Statistics show a 44 percent In­
crease locally in small claims filings 
between fiscal year 1984 and fiscal 
year 19C5, and officials said the trend 
Is continuing.

numbers, she said.
"When you get hit with 70 cases a 

day and It takes an average of 15 
minutes per case and you nnly have 
one person doing that, we oil get In 

. and help,” she said
Juneau Clerk of Trial Courts The large number of filings Is 

Sharon Walker said about two-thirds.'.slowing down the small claims court 
of all civil court cases filed so fare process two to three weeks, she said, 
this year have been small claims^ The length of the process varies from 
Coses. i case to case. The average case look

The Increase In filings is related -.about a month to complete before the
to the increase In the number of current crunch hit, she said.________
large organizations seeking to get 
payments that have been delinquent.
Juneau City-Borough, Bartlett Me­
morial Hospital and the Alaska Elec­
tric Light and Power Company are . 
three of the biggest users, Walker', 
said. .. ’■

She also said the large number of 
cases can be at least partially attrib­
uted to more collection agencies h  
Ju:

•!\ The staff shortage Is worse In Ju­
neau than some other communities, 
Walker said. The Fairbanks office 
has two stalT members assigned to 
handle small claims coses and han­
dles a smaller case load than Ju- 

. neau, she said.
But Juneau Is not the only com­

munity where small claims court 
1 cases have Increased. Court filings 
went up by one-third statewide in 
1985, according to the state court sys­
tem's annual report. At 78 percent, 
Palmer had one of the largest In- 

, creases in filings. A 34 percent In­
crease was reported in Anchorage.

Because of the heavy load of 
cases, court employees are encour­
aging those considering small claims

actions to read several booklets ex­
plaining the court procedure.

A booklet titled "Alaska Small 
Claims Handbook,” Is available from 
the local trial clerk’s office. The of­
fice Is located on the ground floor of 
the Court Building, at the corner of 
Fourth and Main Streets downtown.

While an attorney Is not needed to 
file a small claims case, one can be 
used, and if the person filing suit

wins the case, attorney fees can be 
collected.

The small claims procedure can 
be used to gain a legal ruling about a 
debt, but it docs not force payment. 
These methods arc also described in 
a booklet that’s available at the court 
office. Methods t f  collection include 
seizing property, gamisheeing wages 
and gelling the state to hand over 
part of a Permanent Fund Dividend.



Diinnjj Sr'Mun; 
Pouch V 

Juneau. Al.i'k.t *W11
(007) 4(>5-*717

S e n a t e

J a n u a r y  21, 1986

Se nator Bob Ziegler 
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Dear Bob:

I read the article you sent me on G e o r gia's youth p r o g r a m  
w i t h  great interest.

The intensive supervision p r o g r a m  also caught m y  eye - 
p e r haps we ought to have a look at the legislation.

I don't k n o w  about you, but I'm always w i l l i n g  to be a 
hero.

S e n a t o r  Fat Rodey
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S e nator P a t rick Rodey
C h a irman - S enate J u d i c i a r y  Committee
Juneau, A l a s k a

Dear Pat:

In v i e w  of what we heard yeste r d a y  about o vercrowded prison 
systems, I t h o u g h t  you m i g h t  be interested in the article "A 
Taste of Prison for Georgia's Young Criminals".

I c l i p p e d  the article in m i d  December when I ran across it in 
the "Seattle P.I.", h aving you in m i n d  at the time.

Who knows, y o u  - or you and I - might be heroes one day?

If y ou're interested, I can get copies of the relevant 
l e gislation in no time at all. We can then run it by 
Corrections.

Regards,

R obert H. Ziegler, Sr.

E n c l osure
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