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District Cffices
B .C . Box 6 0 3 C 9  

Nen and, Alaska 9 9 7 6 0  
( 3 0 ? ) § 3 2 - 5 5 9 4

°Ol B I S ' S *

F e b r u a r y  2 2 , 19 8 5

S e n a t o r  J o h n  S a c k e t t  
P o u c h  V 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r ^ ^ V ^ - '

I am riot s u r e  if I m e n t i o n e d  to y o u  or not but the t e a c h e r ' s  
u n i o n  t h r o u g h  the S t a t e  N E A  o f f i c e  in F a i r b a n k s  is s u i n g  the 
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  b e e ; u s e  we h a v e  r e f u s e d  to r e q u i r e  t h e  P r i n c i p a l -  
T e a c h e r s  in the disi 'ict to be r e p r e s e n t e d  by the t e a c h e r ' s  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e  bo rd has r e c o g n i z e d  and m e t  w i t h  the 
P r i n c i p a l - T e a c h e r s  a i P r i n c i p a l s  of the d i s t r i c t  as a u n i t  of 
t h e i r  own and h a v e  re c h e d  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  them. We ha v e  s i n c e ’ 
r e a c h e d  a g r e e m e n t  wit! the T e a c h e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  on a t h r e e  y e a r  
c o n t r a c t  b u t  t h e y  a r e  till p u r s u i n g  the law s u i t  t r y i n g  to f o r c e  
us to let t h e m  r e p r e s e n t  the P r i n c i p a l - T e a c h e r s  in the d i s t r i c t .  
T h e  P r i n c i p a  1 - T e a c h e r s  in o u r  d i s t r i c t  by s e c r e t  e l e c t i o n  ha v e  
o p t e d  o u t  and d e s i r e  to be r e p r e s e n t e d  by t..eir own g r oup .  T h e  
S t a t e  L a w  r e g a r d i n g  o p t i n g  out of the T e a c h e r s  U n i o n  is ve r y  
u n c l e a r  in t h a t  it s t a t e s  t h a t  P r i n c i p a l s  and A s s i s t a n t  
P r i n c i p a l s  as well as o t h e r  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t y p e s  m a y  opt o u t  of 
t h e  t e a c h e r s  u n i o n  b a r g a i n i n g  g r o u p ,  h o w e v e r ,  the T e a c h e r ' s  u n i o n  
is m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  P r i n c i p a l - T e a c h e r s  are not A d m i n i s t r a t o r s .

I w o u l d  l i k e  to r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  c o n s i d e r  an a m e n d m e n t  to t h a t  
c u r r e n t  l a w  w h i c h  w o u l d  s i m p l y  a l l o w  P r i n c i p a l - T e a c h e r s  to be 
i n c l u d e d  in the g r o u p  t h a t  can o p t  out. We a r e  not a s k i n g  t h a t  
t h e y  be d e n i e d  the r i g h t  to c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g ,  b u t  o n l y  a l l o w  
t h e m  to d e c i d e  w h a t  g r o u p  w o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  t h e m  in c o l l e c t i v e  
b a r g a i n i n g .  T h e r e  w o u l d  be n o t h i n g  to p r e v e n t  t h e m  f r o m  g o i n g  
w i t h  the T e a c h e r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  if t h a t  w a s  t h e i ^  w i s h  or t h e y  
c o u l d  be r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e i r  own g r o u p .  To me, I k n o w  the 
T e a c h e r ' s  U n i o n  will t o t a l l y  o p p o s e  this. H o w e v e r ,  I d o n ' t  see 
h o w  t h e y  can get m u c h  s u p p o r t  f o r  f o r c i n g  some g r o u p  to he 
r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e m  t h a t  w i s h e s  o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .



Pa g e  2
S e n a t o r  S a c k e t t  
F e b r u a r y  22. 1985

If y o u  h a v e  ;.ny q u e s t i o n s  or t h o u g h t s  on t h i s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  
m e .

Si nee r e l y ,

Joe B. C o o p e r ,  Ed.D. 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

J B C / v l s
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Date: March 7, 1985

To: SENATOR BETTYE FAHRENKAMP
Chair - Health and Social Services

From: SENATOR JOHN C. SACKETT

S u b j : SB-217, an A c t  relating^ to particip ation in a
negotiating unit by administrators who also 
teach.

Today, I introduced SB-217,, and it was referred to the Health, 
Education, and Social Services Committee. I am very interested 
in the bill and would appreciate your scheduling it before the 
committee as soon as possible.

Attached,' is a letter that I received from Dr. Joe B. Cooper, 
the Superintendent of the Yu kon-Koyukuk School District, which 
I think outlines the need for the bill. SB-217 simply places 
in statute the right for those w ho both teach and serve in an 
administrative capacity to choose which  bargain ing unit they 
prefer to represent them in contract discussions with a given 
school district.

Please contact me, or my Assistant, Max Gifford, if you have 
any questions. Thank you.

attachment



adoption information. Adult adoptees would continue to have 
aboess to the name and address of their biological parents. 
However, the biological parents would be notified of the 
request by certified mail, and be given 90 days to respond. 
If nonresponse was received, disclosure would be made.

In addition, because of the demand for non-identifying infor­
mation on. the biological parents (blood type, ethnic b a c k­
ground, e t ^ . ), SB 187 would require that a petitioner for 
adoption fisle with the state registrar specific 
"non-identifying" information regarding the biological parent. 
This information would be released upon the request of an 
adoptive parent cter child.

SB 192, Waiving restrictions on use cf sick leave banks.

SB 192 w o u l d  waive the ulmit on the amount of sick lea^e a 
teacher may draw in cases\of severe illness or extreme h a r d­
ship. This waiver would b k  at the discretion of the local 
school board. Nv

Currently, school boards may establish sick leave banks from 
which a teacher, in an unusual c x r c u m s t a n c e , may draw up to 
twice the number of days of sick leave accumulated before the 
first day of school, or 24 days whichever is greater. 
However, in an isolated case of s e v e r e N i l l n e s s , a teacher may 
not have accrued enough sick leave to sufficiently cover the 
duration of an illness. SB 192 would allow individual school 
boards to consider the merits of each request before granting 
approval. n .

SB' 217,' ^kn Act relating to participation in a negotiating unit by 
administrators who also teach.

Under current statute, certificated employees in a school 
district may by majority vote designate an educational 
organization to bargain for them, and the schocl board must 
recognize the organization as the bargaining agent for all 
certificated staff. However, current statute also allows 
certificated administrative personnel groups, including 
principals, to "opt out" and negotiate independently of the 
other certificated personnel.

A  specific category of certificated personnel, "principal- 
teachers", is not addressed in existing law. SB 217 would 
clarify that teachers who also serve as administrators may 
"opt out" and choose to bargain with the certificated admin­
istrative personnel rather than with the teachers.

The National Education Association (NEA) and the Yukon Koyukuk 
School District are currently involved in litigation over the 
ability of principal-teachers to opt out.
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- ( W  p W Y ^cXvD cdS- (Op2r\Vti€iA 
ÔQjaaz, m u s t - OV^cT)A M E N D S  T H E  T E A C H E R ' S  C O L L E C T I V E  B A R G A I N I N G  L A W ,  W H I C H  C U R R E N T L Y  

A L L O W S  C E R T I F I C A T E D  T E A C H E R S  A N D  A D M I N I S T R A T O R S  T O  B E  R E P R E S E N T E D  
B Y  A  B A R G A I N I N G  A G E N T  ( N . E . A . . . . ) ,  B U T  A L L O W S  A D M I N I S T R A T O R S  
T O  " O P T  O U T "  A N D  B E  R E P R E S E N T E D  A N D  N E G O T I A T E  S E P A R A T E L Y .  T H E  
L A W  D O E S  N O T  A D D R E S S  T E A C H E R - P R I N C I P A L S .  S A C K E T T  I N T R O D U C E D  T H E  
B I L L  B E C U A S E  O F  A  L A W S U I T  F I L E D  B Y  N . E . A .  A G A I N S T  T H E  Y U K O N -  
K O Y U K U K  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T ,  WHO A L L O W E D  I T S  T E A C H E R - P R I N C I P A L S  T O  
O P T  O U T  A N D  B A R G A I N  W I T H  T H E  A D M I N I S T R A T O R S .
Q U E S T I O N S :
1 .  W H A T  I S  T H E  S T A T U S  O F  T H E P L I T I G A T I O N ?  W O U L D  P A S S A G E  O F  T H I SL E G I S L A T I O N  H A V E  A N Y  E F F E C T  O N T H A T  L A W S U I T ?  ( L e g a l  h a s  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t e c h n i c a l l y  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  h a s  n o  e f f e c t  o n  a n  o n g o i n g  l a w s u i t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c o u r t  i s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  i n t e r p r e t  w h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  a u t h o r i z i n g  p r i n c i p a l - t e a c h e r s  t o  d o  w h e n  t h e y  e n a c t e d  t h e  s t a t u t e ,  a n d  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  c o u l d  r e n d e r  t h a t  p o i n t  m o o t . )
2. T H E  G O V E R N O R  H A S  I N T R O D U C E D  B I N D I N G  A R B I T R A T I O N  L E G I S L A T I O N .D O E S  I T  A D D R E S S  T H I S  P R O V I S I O N ?  ( N o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  b u t  i t  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a  l a b o r  r e l a t i o n s  a g e n c y ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  3 g o v e r n o r ' s  a p p o i n t e e s ,  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  l a w .  O n e  t h i n g  t h e y  c o u l d  d o  i s  d e c i d e  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r - p r i n c i p a l s , a n d  N E A  p r e f e r s  t o  h a v e  t h i s  g r o u p  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  m a k e  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  h a v e  i t  s e t  i n  s t a t u t e . )
3 . D O  WE H A V E  M A N Y  T E A C H E R - P R I N C I P A L S  I N  T H E  S T A T E ?  ( P r o b a b l y  c l o s e  t o  1 0 0 ,  g e n e r a l l y  i n  r u r a l  o r  v e r y  s m a l l  s c h o o l s . )
4 . WH Y  I S  N . E . A .  O P P O S E D  T O  T E A C H E R - P R I N C I P A L S  O P T I N G  O U T ?  ( N E A  f e e l s  t h e y  s h a r e  m o r e  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  t h a n  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  I S  N . E . A .  C O N C E R N E D  A B O U T  A  R E D U C T I O N  I N  T H E I R  M E M B E R S H I P ? )
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Date: M a r c h  22, 1985

To: Senator B etty e Fahrenkamp
Chair - Health, Education, Social Services

Attention: Sandra Schubert

From: Max Gifford, A.A.
Senator Jo hn C. Sackett

S u b j : SB-217, A n  A c t  relating to partic ipation in a n egot iating
unit by administrators who also t e a c h ; ......

HESS committee substitute should read as follows:

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to p r e vent 

standard cert ificated administrative personnel groups, 

including p r i n c i p a l s ^  [AND] assistant principals and 

principal-teac hers from having the right to negotiat e 

independently of the other c ertificated personnel if 

they choose to do so as the result of a secret ballot.

(All new language contained in the original version of SB-217, is 
s t r u c k .)

Please call me if you have questions.
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S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 217 ( Hi £55)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F O U R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an A c t  e r t i t l e d :  " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a n e g o t i a t i n g

-pv? p a l  — -> 
u n i t  by [ a d m i n istrators w h o  als o  teachj a n d  p r o v i d i n g

for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 4 . 2 0 . 5 6 0 ( f )  is a m e n d e d  to read: Z \ a w i / L VSl

(f) N o t h i n g  in this s e c t i o n  s h all be c o n s t r u e d  to p r e v e n t ^  c e r­

t i f i c a t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s o n n e l  g r o ups, i n c l u d i n g  p r i n c i p a l s ,  ( a n d  I 
dvQ^on-nc-iPflfl -teachers ' J

a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l ^  f r o m  h a v i n g  the r i g h t  to n e g o t i a t e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  

of t h e  o t h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e d  p e r s o n n e l  if t h e y  c h o o s e  to do  so as the 

r e s u l t  of a s e c r e t  b a l l o t .  fX-f-eatdrcr w h o -a l a o  a e r v c 3  as ~ a n  -admi-FHrS- 

trra-t-or m a y  e lcc-fc bo p a r t i c i pa te in a u n i t—  c u m p e o e d '--o f — e e r t i f  j.catod 

admirarfrfcraXive- p c r a onr*el!~|

*  Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.-

19 10 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

R A T I O N A L E : T h i s  l a n g u a g e ,  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o fE d u c a t i o n ,  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  c l a r i f y  j u s t  w h a t  g r o u p s  m a y  " o p to u t F u r t h e r ,  i t  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  p r i n c i p a l -t e a c h e r s  m a y  n o t  c h o o s e  t o  o p t  o u t ;  t h e  p r i n c i p a l - t e a c h e r s  a s  a  g r o u p  w o u l d  b e  g o v e r n e d  b y  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t o r y  g u i d e l i n e s  ( s e c r e t  b a l l o t ) .

-1- ( 3  SB 217
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