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Y o u  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  the a b o v e  r e f e r e n c e d  p r o p o s e d  
r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  to e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n s  a n d  
d e f i b r i l l a t o r  t e c h n i c i a n s  for our r e v i e w .  T h e s e  a r e  b e i n g
r e t u r n e d  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d e d  c h a n g e s  as a n  a t t a c h m e n t  to this 
m e m o r a n d u m  o f  a d v i c e .

W i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to the p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  y o u  h a v e
a s k e d  for o u r  a d v i c e  o n  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s .  T h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e
q u e s t i o n s  is -- i f  a n  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  (ETT) is 
a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  a s e r v i c e  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  o r  a d v e r t i s e s  to p r o v i d e  
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  care, does he or she h a v e  a d u t y  to act?

T h e  a n s w e r  to y o u r  q u e s t i o n  is n o  e x c e p t  u n d e r
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o u t l i n e d  be l o w .

A t  c o m m o n  l a w  t h e r e  e x i s t s  n o  g e n e r a l  d u t y  to r e s c u e .  
L ee v. S t a t e , 490 P . 2 d  1206 (Alaska 1971). T h e  d u t y  to r e s c u e  
o r d i n a r i l y  a r i s e s  o u t  o f  s t a t u t e  or c o n t r a c t  or  r e s u l t s  f r o m  an  
act t h a t  p l a c e s  a s e c o n d  p a r t y  in danger. In A l a s k a ,  a c u s t o m a r y  
duty to r e s c u e  h a s  b e e n  i m p u t e d  to p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  e v e n  i n  the 
a b s e n c e  o f  a s p e c i f i c  s t a t u t o r y  duty. I d .

A n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  (EMS) that p r o v i d e s  
e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0  p r o b a b l y  h a s  b o t h  a c o n t r a c t u a l  d u t y  to act a n d  a 
s i m i l a r  du t y  p r e d i c a t e d  u p o n  its c u s t o m a r y  r o l e  in the ey e s  o f  
the p u b lic. A n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  (EMT) e m p l o y e d  b y  an 
EMS to p r o v i d e  e m e r g e n c y  ca r e  to the p u b l i c  h a s  a s i m i l a r  d u t y  
w h i l e  on the job. T h i s  duty, h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  n o t  r e s u l t  f r o m  the 
t e c h n i c i a n ' s  s t a t u s  as a n  EMT.

T h e  d u t y  to p r o v i d e  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  d e r i v e s  f r o m  
d e s i g n a t e d  e m p l o y m e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  f r o m  m e r e  
ce r t i f i c a t i o n .  T w o  C a l i f o r n i a  c a s e s  c o n c e r n i n g  l i c e n s e d  
p h y s i c i a n s  d r a w  th i s  d i s t i n c t i o n .

1Q7701
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In C o l b y  v. S c h w artz, 144 Cal. Rptr. 624 (1978), a
p h y s i c i a n  w a s  n o t  i m m u n i z e d  F r o m  l i a b i l i t y  b y  the C a l i f o r n i a  g o o d  
S a m a r i t a n  s t a t u t e  w h e n  the p h y s i c i a n ' s  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  aid, 
n e g l i g e n t l y  g i v e n ,  was p a r t  o f  h i s  n o r m a l  c o u r s e  of p r a c t i c e .

In M c K e n n a  v. C e dars o f  L e b a n o n  H o s p i t a l ,  155 Cal. 
Rptr. 631 (1979) , tFe §0071 i a m a r i t a n - s t a t u t e  dTd i m m u n i z e  a
p h y s i c i a n  w h o  n e g l i g e n t l y  p e r f o r m e d  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  a i d  w h e r e  the 
p h y s i c i a n  h a d  n o  legal d u t y  to r e n d e r  a i d  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  room.

T h u s  i f  an ETT, a n  EMT, o r  e v e n  a p h y s i c i a n ,  w e r e  h i r e d  
b y  an E M S  s t r i c t l y  to d r i v e  an a m b u l a n c e ,  the d r i v e r  p r o b a b l y  
w o u l d  h a v e  n o  d u t y  to r e n d e r  e m e r g e n c y  aid. I f  the d r i v e r  c h o s e  
to do so u n d e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  h e  c o u l d  be  c o n s i d e r e d  
a v o l u n t e e r  s u b j e c t  to the p r o t e c t i o n  o f  A l a s k a ' s  good S a m a r i t a n  
st a t u t e ,  A S  0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 0 .  O u r  r e s e r v a t i o n  w i t h i n  this a n a l y s i s  
r e s u l t s  f r o m  the p o s s i b i l i t y  th a t  u n d e r  t h e  d o c t r i n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
in L e e  v. S t a t e , 490 P . 2d 1206 ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 1 ) ,  an a m b u l a n c e  d r i v e r  
m i g h t  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  to h a v e  a d u t y  b a s e d  u p o n  a c u s t o m a r y  p u b l i c  
p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  a m b u l a n c e  d r i v e r s  h a v e  a n  e m e r g e n c y  care role.

C l e a r l y ,  if the E T T  r e f e r r e d  to a b o v e  a c c e p t e d  the 
a m b u l a n c e  d r i v e r  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th a t  the j o b  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  wTould i n c l u d e  e m e r g e n c y  p a t i e n t  care, the E T T  
w o u l d  t h e n  a s s u m e  the same d u t y  to a c t  t h a t  a f e l l o w  e m p l o y e e  
h i r e d  as a n  E M T  w o u l d  assume.

Y o u r  s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n  Is —  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  (ETT) h a s  a
d u t y  to act, is h e  or she c o v e r e d  b y  A S  0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 0 ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h
c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  aid?

T h e  a n s w e r  to this q u e s t i o n  is no. C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the 
g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  A l a s k a ' s  g o o d  S a m a r i t a n  s t a t u t e ,  A S  0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 0 ,  is 
i n t e n d e d  to i n d u c e  v o l u n t a r y  r e s c u e  b y  p e r s o n s  w i t h o u t  a 
p r e - e x i s t i n g  d u t y  to act. I d .

Y o u r  t h i r d  q u e s t i o n  is —  in o r d e r  to p r o v i d e  i m m u n i t y  
f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 6 ,  s h o u l d  w e  c e r t i f y  E T T ' s  as 
w e l l  as E T T  i n s t r u c t o r s ?

T h e  a n s w e r  to this q u e s t i o n  is yes. This a n s w e r  is 
b a s e d  u p o n  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  it is y o u r  i n t e n t  to r e g u l a t e  
the u s e  o f  E T T ' s  as e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  w i t h i n  E M S
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  W i t h o u t  i m m u n i t y  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  an ETT h i r e d  to 
p r o v i d e  e m e r g e n c y  care w o u l d  b e  f a c e d  w i t h  the a l t e r n a t i v e  r i s k s  
of b r e a c h i n g  h i s  own a n d  the E M S ' s d u t y  to t h e  p a t i e n t  if h e  
f a i l e d  to p e r f o r m  and of s u b j e c t i n g  b o t h  h i m s e l f  and the E M S  to 
l i a b i l i t y  r o r  o r d i n a r y  n e g l i g e n c e  i f  h e  d i d  perform. Th u s  t h e
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u s e  o f  E T T ' s  as EMS t e c h n i c i a n s  w i l l  b e  v i a b l e  o n l y  if  t h e y  c o m e  
u n d e r  t h e  i m m u n i t y  p r o v i s i o n  o f  A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 6 .

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s u c h  i m m u n i t y  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a
s t a t u t o r y  c h a nge. A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 6  p r o v i d e s  i m m u n i t y  to p e r s o n s  
c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 2 .  T h e  l a t t e r  s t a t u t e  c u r r e n t l y  
p r o v i d e s  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  E M T ' s  a n d  EMS's. It w o u l d  r e q u i r e  
m i n i m a l  a m e n d i n g  to i n c l u d e  E T T ' s  w i t h i n  the c e r t i f i e d  class.

It h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 2 ( a ) ( 3 )  c o u l d  b e
i n t e r p r e t e d  in its p r e s e n t  f o r m  to a p p l y  to E T T ' s  as p e r s o n s  w h o  
p r o v i d e  an e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 2 ( a ) ( 3 )  s t a t e s :

(a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shal' p r e s c r i b e  b y  
r e g u l a t i o n  a c o u r s e  o f  t r a i n i n g  o r  o t h e r  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  p r e r e q u i s i t e  to the i s s u a n c e  o f  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  f o r  the f o l l o w i n g :

(3) c e r t i f i e s  t h a t  a p e r son, o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
o r  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  an e m e r g e n c y  
m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  m e e t s  the m i n i m u m  o p e r a t i n g  
s t a n d a r d s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  . . . .

W e  b e l i e v e  s u c h  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  g o e s  b e y o n d  
l e g i s l a t i v e  intent. T h e  s u b s e c t i o n  a p p l i e s  o n  its f a c e  to E M S  
o p e r a t i o n s  r a t h e r  than to i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h o s e  o p e r a t i o n s .

E q u a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  is the fa c t  t h a t  A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 2  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  li m i t s  t e c h n i c i a n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  to E M T ' s .  T h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  e n t i t l e d  to r e l y  o n  the d e p a r t m e n t  to
c e r t i f y  o n l y  p e r s o n s  w h o  m e t  the h i g h  t r a i n i n g  s t a n d a r d s  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  E M T ' s .  S i n c e  E T T ' s  are 
r e q u i r e d  to m e e t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less s t r i n g e n t  t r a i n i n g  
st a n d a r d s ,  t h e y  are n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  w i t h i n  the c l a s s
I n t e n d e d  to b e  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  the s tatute. T h e r e f o r e
l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  e x t e n t i o n  of the c e r t i f i e d  c l a s s  
is c a l l e d  for.

F o l l o w i n g  a m e n d m e n t  o f  AS  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 2 ,  t h e  
m o d i f i c a t i o n  of y o u r  p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o v i d i n g  f o r
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of  E T T ' s  w i l l  c o m p l e t e  the s t e p s  r e q u i r e d  to 
p r o v i d e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i m m u n i t y  u n d e r  A S  18.08.086.

G W E  :nb 
A t t a c h m e n t
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,  ,  1986 H E A L T H  A N D  S O C L A L  S E R V I C E S  7 AAC 26.410

7 AAC 26.430

i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :

A R T I C L E  4 .
E M E R G E N C Y  T R A UM A  T E C H N I C I A N  I N S T R U C T O R S  A N D  

A P P R O V E D  E M E R G E N C Y  TRAUMA  T E C H N I C I A N  T R A I N I N G  C O U R S E S

410 .  P u r p o s e
420 .  A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
430 .  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
440 .  S c o p e  o f  c e r t i f i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  
450 .  A p p r o v e d  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  
460 .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n s  
470 .  T e r m  o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
475 .  R e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
480 .  L a p s e  o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n
485 .  P e r s o n s  p r a c t i c i n g  a s  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u n a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n s t r u c t o r s  b e f o r e  

D e c e m b e r  31 ,  1986 

490 .  D e f i n i t i o n s

7 AAC 2 6 . 410 .  P U R P O S E .  S e c t i o n s  7 AAC  26.410  —  7  AAC  26.490 
e s t a b l i s h  u n i f o r m  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  5 
i n s t r u c t o r s , { a n d } e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n s t r u : t o r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m S X a n d  
e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s .  ( E f f .  /  /  ,  R e g i s t e r _____)

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  18 . 08.080

7 AAC  2 6 . 420 .  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  C E R T I F I C A T I O N ,  ( a )  A  p e r s o n  a p p l y i n g  
f o r  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  a s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n s t r u c t o r  s h a l l  a p p l y  i n  
w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o n  a  f o r m  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ;  a n d

( b )  I h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  i s s u e  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  w h e n  t h e  p e r s o n  h a s  m e t  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  7 AAC 2 6 . 430 .  ( E f f .  /  /  , R e g i s t e r _____ )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  18 . 08.080

7 AAC  2 6 . 430 ., Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  C E R T I F I C A T I O N ,  ( a )  T o  a p p l y  f o r  a  
c e r t i f i c a t e  a s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n s t r u c t o r ,  a  p e r s o n  m u s t :

( 1 )  b e  18 y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o l d e r ;

( 2 )  b e  o f  a c c e p t a b l e  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r ;

( 3 )  h a v e  c u r r e n t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  a s  a n  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  
T e c h n i c i a n  I ,  I I ,  I I I ,  l i c e n s u r e  i n  A l a s k a  a s  a  M o b i l e  I n t e n s i v e  C a r e  
P a r a m e d i c ,  o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a s  a  p a r a m e d i c  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t r y  o f  
E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  T e c h n i c i a n s ;  o r / i i c e f t e u r e  i n  A l a s k a  a s  a / r e g i s t e r e d  
n u r s e ,  m i d l e v e l  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  o r  p h y s i c i a n  /w h o  h a ^ s x f c c e s s f u l l y  p a s s e d  
t h e  w r i t t e n  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  E m e r g e n c y  
M e d i c a l  T e c n n i c i a n - I ;  a n d

S e c t i o n
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( 4 )  h a v e  c u r r e n t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  a s  a n  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  
T e c h n i c i a n - I  I n s t r u c t o r  i l q d e r  7 AAC 26.010  —  7 AAC  26 . 170 ;  O R

( 5 )  f u l f i l l  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o u t l i n e d  i n ^ j ( l ) ;  0 ( 2") a . j J ‘ u T j 7 >-£ 
t h i s - s s c f c i e m ,  a n d  p r o v i d e - e u i p e n c e  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  
d e p a r t m e n t  a p p r o v e d  (6b j e c t i v e s  ) f o r  t h e  E T T - I n s t r u c t o r  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m .

p . ^
( b )  ( U p o n  r e c e i v i n g  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  a s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u n a  t e c h n i c i a n  

i n s t r u c t o r )  ( t h e - ^ e a f j d i d a i t !  s h a l l ' U n a u t h o r i z e d  t o  t e a c h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a p p r o v e d  
40 h o u r  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  c o u r s e .  ( E f f .  /  /  ,  R e g i s t e r  )

A u t h o r i t y ;  A S  18 . 08.080

7 AAC  2 6 . 440 .  S C O P E  O F  C E R T I F I E D  A C T I V I T I E S .  A  c e r t i f i e d  e m e r g e n c y  
t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n s t r u c t o r  m a y  t e a c h  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n s  t o  p e r f o r m  
t h o s e  b a s i c  l i f e  s u p p o r t  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  s k i l l s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  g o a l s  a n d  . f  i ,j(
o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  E m e r g e n c y  T r a u m a  T e c h n i c i a n  I n s t r u c t o r s  G u i d ^ i  / y n ^  (* ,
( E f f .  /  /  ,  R e g i s t e r  ) '* ^

A u t h o r i t y ;  A S  18 . 08.080

E d i t o r ' s  N o t e ;  T h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  7 A A C  26.440  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r c m  
t h e  EMS S e c t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  P . O .  B o x  H-06 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 - 0600 .

7 A AC  26 . 450 .  A P P R O V E D  T R A I N I N G  C O U R S E S ,  ( a )  A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a p p l y i n g  
f o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  a  c o u r s e  l e a d i n g  t o  E T T  I n s t r u c t o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  m u s t ;

( 1 ) 60 d a y s ,  o r  m o r e ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  c o u r s e ,  n o t i f y
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  d a t e s  a n d  p r o p o s e d  s c h e d u l e ;

( 2 ) £ u s e ;  a  c u r r i c u l u m  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ;

( 3 ) [ p l a r ^ J a  m i n i m u m  o f  40 h o u r s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ;

( 4 ) y \ u s e  a n  i n s t r u c t o r  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ;

r r i o u l u j ^ w h i c h  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  f a m i l i a r i z e  
s t u d f e h t s  w i t h  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h o s e  b a s i c  l i f e  s u p p o r t  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  
s k i l l s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  E m e r g e n c y  T r a u n a  
T e c h n i c i a n  I n s t r u c t o r ' s  G u i d e .

( J § .  )  i n c l u d e ^ o b j *  c t i v e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  a
s t u d e n t  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  c o u r s e  a n d  t h o s e  c r i t e r i a  m u s t  b e  
a d e q u a t e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  b o t h  t e a c h i n g  
m e t h o d o l o g y  a n d  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n s  
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m ;  o^ J l - ^

(  P  - f f l A  H i m  H i  e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m T t o  p e r s o n s  
w h o  o b t a i n  a  90  p e r c e n t  o r  m o r e  o n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  
e x a m i n a t i o n  w i t h i n  t w o  a t t e m p t s  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  12 m o n t h s  p r e c e e d i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  c l a s s .

R & g i s t e r  , , 1 9 8 6  \ H E A L T H  AND SOC IA L  SE R V IC E S  7 AAC 2 6 . 4 4 0
7 AAC 2 6 . 4 5 0
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R e g i s t e r  , , 1986 HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 7 AAC 26 .460
7 AAC 26 .475

( b )  A n  i n s t r u c t o r  a p p l y i n g  f o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  a n  E m e r g e n c y  T r a u n a  
T e c h n i c i a n  T r a i n i n g  C o u r s e  m u s t :

( 1 ) 14 d a y s  o r  m o r e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  c o u r s e ,  n o t i f y "  
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  i t s  d e s i g n e e  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  d a t e s  a n d  p r o p o s e d  
s c h e d u l e ;

( 2 )  [ t t s e } ; !  c u r r i c u l u m  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ;

( 3 )  b e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  ^  j  
i n s t r u c t o r ;

( 4 )  L p i e s - a  m i n i m u m  o f  40 h o u r s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n i ^ g n d — -—  0 \  '  y  ^

( 5 )  w i t h i n  14 d a y s  f o l l ^ ’^ ^ - e € t a p i ^ i ^ K 6 f  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  
t e c h n i c i a n  e x a m i n a t i o n s j l o r  x ^ r t i f i c a t i o r j . s u b m i t ,  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  
i t s  d e s i g n e e ,  a  c l a s s  r o s t e r  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  s t u d e n t  g r a d e s  f o r  b o t h  t h e  
w r i t t e n  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s .

( c )  A p p r o v e d  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n s t r u c t o r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  
u s e  p h y s i c i a n s ,  m i d - l e v e l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  n u r s e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  
e x p e r t s  a s  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  a  d e p a r t m e n t  a p p r o v e d  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  
t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e .  ( E f f .  _ /  /  ,  R e g i s t e r _____ )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  18 . 08.080

7 A AC  26 . 460 .  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F  E X A M I N A T I O N S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  t h e  
o f f i c i a l  t e s t i n g  a g e n c y  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n s t r u c t o r  t r a i n i n g  
p r o g r a m s  a n d  w i l l  d e v e l o p  a  s e c u r i t y  s y s t e m  f o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
e x a m i n a t i o n s .  ( E f f .  /  /  ,  R e g i s t e r ______)

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  18 . 08.080

7 AAC  26 . 470 .  T E R M  O F  C E R T I F I C A T I O N ,  ( a )  A n  i n i t i a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  
a n  E T T  i n s t r u c t o r  i s s u e d  b e f o r e  J u l y  1 e x p i r e s  o n  D e c e m b e r  31 o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
y e a r ;  a n d

( b )  A n  i n i t i a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a n  E T T  i n s t r u c t o r  i s s u e d  a f t e r  J u n e  30 
e x p i r e s  o n  D e c e m b e r  31 o f  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  y e a r  o f  i s s u a n c e .
( E f f .  /  /  ,  R e g i s t e r  )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  18 . 08.080

7 AAC  26 . 475 .  R E C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  A n  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u n a  t e c h n i c i a n
i n s t r u c t o i j 7  n u i r n u r e r  U w h 3 i 12 m o n t h s  f o l l o w i n g  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  c u r r e n t  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n £ j n o s j J :  ^
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R e g i s t e r  , , 1986 HEALTH AND SOCIAL SE ^ IC E S  7 AAC 26 .480
7 AAC 26 .490

( 1 ) a p p l y  f o r  r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o n  a  f o r m  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ;

( 2 )  p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o f  c u r r e n t  s c a t e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  
m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  I ,  I I ,  o r  I I I ,  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  l i c e n s u r e  a s  a  M o b i l e  
I n t e n s i v e  C a r e  P a r a m e d i c ,  c u r r e n t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a s  a  p a r a m e d i c  b y  t h e  
N a t i o r u ' R e g i s t r y  o f  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  T e c h n i c i a n s ,  o r  l i c e n s u r e  i n  
A l a s k a  . a  a  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e ,  m i d l e v e l  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  o r  p h y s i c i a n ;

t jr
^ \ 3 )  p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h e  o r  s h e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  p r i m a r y  i n s t r u c t o r  

f o r g o n e  f o r - m o r e } e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  c o u r s e # ,  o r  d e p a r t m e n t  
a p p r o v e d  E M T - I  c o u r s e ) ? ,  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  t w o  y e a r s ;

( 4 )  s u b m i t  a  l e t t e r  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r c m  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 8 . 08.080
p/iir'A

s u p e r v i s o r .  ( E f f .  /  /  ,  R e g i s t e r _____ )

7 AAC  2 6 . 480 .  L A P S E  O F  C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  [ j u M f t d i v i d a a j Aw h o  f a i l s  t o - 
r e c e r t i f y  w i t h i n  t h e  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  f o l l o w i n g  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  m u s t  r e t a k e  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n s t r u c t o r  t r a i n i n g  
p r o g r a m .  ( E f f .  /  /  ,  R e g i s t e r _____ )

. ' n t h o r i t y :  A S  1 8 . 08.080

7 A A C  2 6 . 4 8 5 .  P E R S O N S  P R A C T I C I N G  A S  E M E R G E N C Y  T R A U M A  T E C H N I C I A N  
I N S T U C T O R S  B E F O R E  D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  1986 .  ( a )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  i s s u e  a n
e m e r g e n c y  t r a u r a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n s t r u c t o r  c e r t i f i c a t e  t o  a  p e r s o n  w h o  a p p l i e s  f o r  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  b e f o r e  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1986  a n d  w h o  h a s  t a u g h t  a t  l e a s t  c n e  
e m e r g e n c y  t r a u n a  t e c h n i c i a n  c o u r s e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  
A c a d e m y  o r  b y  a  s t a t e  a p p r o v e d  EMS t r a i n i n g  a g e n c y  o r  w h o  h a s  p a s s e d  • a  
d e p a r t m e n t  a p p r o v e d  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n  i n s t r u c t o r  c o u r s e  o r  EMT 
I n s t r u c t o r  c o u r s e  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s .

( b )  T h e  i n i t i a l  t e r m  o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  j y L u n o f u U i t K i d ] e m e r g e n c y  t r a u n a  
t e c h n i c i a n  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  w i l l  e x p i r e  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1987 .  ( E f f .  /  /  ,
R e g i s t e r  ) -

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 8 . 08.080

7 A A C  2 6 . 4 9 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S ,  
f o l l o w i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  u s e d :

( a )  I n  7 A A C  26.410  —  7 A A C  2 6 . 4 9 0 ,  t h e

__ ,  " a c c e p t a b l e  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r "  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  n o t  
; n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a ^ i e l e u L  u l  m u i a l l y  m p v a h e n s f b l e ]  f e l o n y  c r i m e  

d u r i n g  t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e e d i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n ;

( 2 )  " d e p a r t m e n t ”  m e a n s  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s ;

( 3 )  " E M T "  m e a n s  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n ;

( 4 )  " E T T "  m e a n s  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n ;

■* "
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Reg i s t e r ;  , , 1986 HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 7 AAC 26.490

( 5 )  " e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n "  m e a n s  a  p e r s o n  t r a i n e d  i n  
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  7 AAC 26.010  —
7 A A C  2 6 . 170 . ?

( 6 )  " e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  t e c h n i c i a n "  m e a n s  a  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  a  d e p a r t m e n t  a p p r o v e d  40 - h o u r  e m e r g e n c y  t r a u m a  
t e c h n i c i a n  c o u r s e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

( 7 )  " m i d - l e v e l  p r a c t i t i o n e r "  m e a n s  a  p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d  o r  l i c e n s e d  
b y  t h e  s t a t e  a s  a  n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  o r  a s  a  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t .

( 8 )  " s t a t e  a p p r o v e d  EMS t r a i n i n g  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a n  a g e n c y ,  a p p r o v e d  
b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  t r a i n i n g  
c o u r s e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e  l a w s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  
p o l i c i e s .  ( E f f .  /  /  ,  R e g i s t e r  )

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  1 8 . 08.080
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R e g i s t e r  , , 1 9 8 6  H E A L T H  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  7 A A C  2 6 . 5 1 0

7 A A C  2 6 . 5 2 0

7 A A C  26 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to r e a d :

A R T I C L E  5.

D E F I B R I L L A T O R  T E C H N I C I A N S  A N D  

A P P R O V E D  T R A I N I N G  C O U R S E S

S e c t i o n  

5 1 0 .  P u r p o s e

5 2 0 .  A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n

5 3 0 .  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n

5 4 0 .  S c o p e  of c e r t i f i e d  a c t i v i t i e s

5 5 0 .  A p p r o v e d  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s

5 5 5 .  S p o n s o r i n g  p h y s i c i a n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

5 6 0 .  E x a m i n a t i o n s  f o r  i n i t i a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

5 6 5 .  T e r m  of c e r t i f i c a t i o n

5 7 0 .  R e c e r t i f i c a t i o n

5 7 5 .  E x a m i n a t i o n s  f o r  r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n

5 8 0 .  R e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  f a i l u r e ;  L a p s e  o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

5 9 0 .  D e f i n i t i o n s

7 A A C  2 6 . 5 1 0  P U R P O S E .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of 7 A A C  2 6 . 5 1 0  —  7 A A C  

2 6 . 5 9 0  is to p r o m o t e  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  of t h e  p e o p l e  of 

. A l a s k a  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  u n i f o r m  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  E m e r g e n c y
T r a u m a  T e c h n i c i a n - D e f i b r i l l a t o r  T e c h n i c i a n s ,  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  

T e c h n i c i a n - D e f i b r i l l a t o r  T e c h n i c i a n s ,  a n d  D e f i b r i l l a t o r  

£ T e c h n i c i a n - I n s  t r u c t o r s  . ( E f f .  / ___ /___ , R e g i s t e r  )

/  o  *
A u t h o r i t y  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0

^ 7 A A C  2 6 . 5 2 0  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  (a) A p e r s o n  

V> a p p l y i n g  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  as a n  E m e r g e n c y  T r a u m a  T e c h n i c i a n -

D e f  i b r i l l a t o r  T e c h n i c i a n / o r  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  T e c h n i c i a n ^  “

D e f i b r i l l a t o r  T e c h n i c i a n  s h a l l  a p p l y  i n  w r i t i n g  to t h e  

d . p a r t a e n t *

(b) T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n j jy i l l  'tre— p m r v i d e d— byl t h e  d e p a r t m e n t / £ * 4  

wi 1 c o n t a i n  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  n a m e ,  a g e ,  a n d  m a i l i n g  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

a d d r e s s e s  ( i f  d i f f e r e n t ) ,  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  m e e t s  t he 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 7 A A C  2 6 . 5 3 0 .  a n d  any- o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y .  . ^

( c) A c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r / t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  l e v e l 1w i l l  be i s s u e d  

by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w h e n  the/m^wpo-o-n) h a s  m e t  t he r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 

t h e  l e v e l  a p p l i e d  f o r  i n  7 A A C  2 6 . 0 3 0 .  ( E f f .  /___/___ ,

R e g i s  t e r  )

A u t h o r i t y  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0
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7 A A C  2 6 . 5 3 0  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S rF O R  C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  A p e r s o n  a p p l y i n g  

f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  as a n  ETT' Be-f-flJt i T l a  t o r  TS 'Cliuli Jb-a-n o r  E M T - . D  

D c f  t b r il la t o r — T c e h n -i-<»icUi m u s  t

( 1 ) -^gr o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o f  c u r r e n t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  as an 

EMT^_I o r  E M T - I I , j  o r  e v i d e n c e  of s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  of a 
d e p a r t m e n t  a p p r o v e d  E T T  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m ;

(2) p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o f  c u r r e n t ^ C P R j  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  

t h e  A m e r i c a n  H e a r t  A s s o c i a t i o n  o r  A m e r i c a n  R e a  C r o s s ;

(3) h a v e  s i x  m o n t h s  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a s t a t e  c e r t i f i e d

R e g i s t e r  ,  , 1 9 8 6  H E A L T H  AND S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  7 AAC 2 6 . 5 3 0

EMT,

t-iorr

t t a t a c e r t i f i e d — EAMT—  I I - j \  o r  as a n  E T T  -fru 1 Iren? 1 ng 'dTmrp 1 tr- ^  ^  tcr.y '-W  
■n— o5 a d e p a r t m e n t  a p p r o v e d  E T T  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m ;

(4) be a m e m b e r  of a n  o r g a n i z e d  a m b u l a n c e  or r e s c u e  

s e r v i c e  w h i c h  is c a p a b l e  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g ^ t b ^  p a t i e n t  to, o r  

o b t a i n i n g  b a c k u p  f r o m ,  p e r s o n s  a b l e  to a d m i n i s t e r  a d v a n c e d  

l i f e  s u p p o r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  l i d o c a i n e ,  w i t h i n  2 0  m i n u t e s  f o l l o w i n g  

t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  i n i t i a l  r e s c u e r ;

(5) s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e  a d e p a r t m e n t  a p p r o v e d  

d e f i b r i l l a t o r  t e c h n i c i a n  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m ;

(6) p a s s  w i t h i n  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  

t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m ,  a w r i t t e n  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  

d e f i b r i l l a t o r  t e c h n i c i a n ~ a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ;  a n d
A

(7) h a v e  w r i t t e n  a p p r o v a l  f r o m  a s p o n s o r i n g  p h y s i c i a n ,  
a s  o u t l i n e d  in -s-e-cfion r55"5 of c h i S  C h a p t g ' r >  2-6. SS£-

( E f f .  / / , R e g i s t e r _____)

A u t h o r i t y  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0

Z J 7 L
7 A A C  26 .540. S C O P E  O F  C E R T I F I E D  A C T I V I T I E S .  (a) A ^  

ire i fi f i e d "  EWT^Dfrf i b r l’iri'd L e + ,  w h o  is c u r  r e n t  ly/]ce r t i f i e d  /a-e— fcWJ ov1 G f^ T -V
EllT^i ujl G U T  IT l e » e l ] m a y ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t  or i n d i r e c t  

s u p e r v i s i o n  of a p h y s i c i a n ,  u s e  a m a n u a l  o r  a u t o m a t i c  

d e f i b r i l l a t o r  to d e f i b r i l l a t e  a p a t i e n t  i n  v e n t r i c u l a r  
f i b r i l l a t i o n .     r,

/iTjU. qa  »rr\ C I ‘ ~±>
( b /  e e r fcl4 i-c d j & m e  r J e iiL-y— T r a u w ti T e e h ni c i-a-n - D c f t  ots,

w h o  is c u r r e n t l y p e r t i f i e d /  a-fc— t4re— — 1 ■&¥<*-! m a y ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t  

o r  i n d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  of a p h y s i c i a n ,  u s e  a n  a u t o m a t i c  

d e f i b r i l l a t o r  to d e f i b r i l l a t e  a p a t i e n t  i n  v e n t r i c u l a r  

f i b r i l l a t i o n .  ( E f f .  / / , R e g i s t e r  )

A u t h o r i t y  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0

2
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7 A A C  2 6 . 5 5 0 .  A P P R O V E D  T R A I N I N G  C O U R S E S .  ( a) An 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  a p p l y i n g ,  f o r  c o u r s e  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t r a i n i n g  p e r s o n s  

c e r t i f i e d  at t h e  E T T U  .E M -T— pj o r  E M T ^ n  l e v e l ,  to u s e  a m a n u a l  or 

a u t o m a t i c  d e f i b r i l l a t o r ,  m u s t  s h o w  t h a t  it h a s

(1) a p p r o p r i a t e  t r a i n i n g  e q u i p m e n t ;

( 2 ) ^  d grpra p-t-m a-tvi— e-e-t t i f i e E M T - 1 I I  i r . s t r u c t o r ,  

c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  7 A A C  2 6 . 0 1 0  - 7. A A C  26 . 1 70 , as t h e  p r i m a r y  

i n s t r u c t o r  of t h e  c o u r s e ;  a n d

i -  o i
(3) [h-a v e — t+re/phys i c i a n  m e d i c a l  s p o n s o r  a v a i l a b l e  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o g r a m  to e v a l u a t e  the p e r f o r m a n c e  of tie 

s t u d e n t s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l ,  in i t s  d i s c r e t i o n ,  

g r a n t  a w a i v e -  f o r  a t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  at w h i c h  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  

t h e  p h y s i c i a n  m e d i c a l  s p o n s o r  c a n  be p r o v i d e d  o n l y  by r a d i o  or 

t e l e p h o n e .

(b) A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a p p l y i n g  f or c o u r s e  a p p r o v a l  f o r  

t r a i n i n g  p e r s o n s  c e r t i f i e d  a t  t h e  E T T ^ - _E M T w 'lJ o r  EMTfcrf-|j l e v e l  to 

u s e  a n  a u t o m a t i c  d e f i b r i l l a t o r  m u s t :

(l) [y tto jla c u r r i c u l u m  w h i c h  i n c o r p o r a t e s  b e h a v i o r a l  

o b j e c t i v e s  r e l a t e d  to t h e  s a f e  a n d  p r o p e r  u s e  of t h e  d e f i b r i l l a ­

tor ,  i n c l u d i n g  p l a c e m e n t  of e l e c t r o d e s /<1 e f i b r i  1 l a t o r  p a d s ,  u s e  of 

t h e  v o i c e  r e c o r d e r ,  p r i n c i p l e s  of d e f i b r i l l a t i o n ,  a n d  i n c l u d e S
A

(A) a n  o v e r v i e w  of c a r d i a c  a n a t o m y  a n d  

p h y s i o l o g y ;

( B) t e a c h i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t  to p r o p e r l y  a t t a c h  s e l f  

a d h e s i v e  m o n i t o r / d e f i b r i 1 l a t o r  p a d s  a n d  m o n i t o r  c a b l e s  to 

t h e  p a t i e n t ;

(C) a n  o v e r v i e w  of the p r i n c i p l e s  of 

d e f i b r i l l a t i o n ;

( D) i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t e d  to d e f i b r i l l a t o r  s a f e t y  

p r e c a u t i o n s  to e n a b l e  t h e  s t u d e n t  to a d m i n i s t e r  a c o u n t e r ­

s h o c k  w i t h o u t  j e o p a r d i z i n g  the s a f e t y  of t h e  p a t i e n t  a nd 

r e s c u e r s ;

(E) t e a c h i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t  to p e r f o r m  b a s i c

m a i n t e n a n c e  s u c h  a s  b a t t e r y  c a r e  a n d  r e p l a c e m e n t  of E R G  

p a p e r  a n d  a u d i o  t a p e s ;

( F) t e a c h i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t  to r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  an

e l e c t r i c a l  c o u n t e r s h o c k  h a s  b e e n  d e l i v e r e d  to t h e  p a t i e n t ;

( G) t e a c h i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t  to q u i c k l y  a n d

e f f e c t i v e l y  a s s e s s  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  p o s t  c o u n t e r s h o c k  s t a t u s ;
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iH) a n  o v e r v i e w  of s y s t e m  m e d i c a l  c o n t r o l  

r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

( I) a n  o v e r v i e w  r e l e v a n t  to s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  

s t a t u t e s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d / o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o d e s ;

(J) t e a c h i n g  t he s t u d e n t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of 

a d e q u a t e  a i r w a y  c a r e ,  a d v a n c e d  l i f e  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  r a p i d  

t r a n s p o r t  as t h e y  r e l a t e  to r e f i b r i 1 l a t i o n ; a n d

(K) t e a c h i n g  the s t u d e n t  h o w  to r e a c t  

a p p r o p r i a t e l y  s h o u l d  the d e f i b r i l l a t o r  b e c o m e  i n o p e r a b l e .

(2 )• |pl-ffTT— fnrrj^a m i n i m u m  of e i g h t  h o u r s  of i n s t r u c t i o n .

(c) A n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a p p l y i n g  f o r  c o u r s e  a p p r o v a l  f o r  

t r a i n i n g  p e r s o n s  c e r t i f i e d  at the  E M T ^ 4 — e-*— &H-T— 5-lllevel :o u s e  a

m a n u a l  d e f i b r i l l a t o r  m u s t. /

(1) frrs^Aa c u r r i c u l u m  w h i c h  i n c o r p o r a t e s  o b j e c t i v e s  

o u t l i n e d  i n  7 A A C  2 6 . 5 5 0 ^  (b) a n d  b e h a v i o r a l  o b j e c t i v e s  r e l a t e d  

to: •

( A) d y s r h y t h m i a  r e c o g n i t i o n /  , £jfh i -l-ej r e c o g n i t i o n  
of n o n a r r e s t  d y s  r h y t h m l a s  o p t i o n a l , e a c t l o n  sliuClTd 

in c l u d e ]  t h e  b a s i c s  of r h y t h m  a n a l y s i s ;  a n d

(B) r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s p o n s e  to 

e l e c t r i c a l  a r t i f a c t .

- r
(2) [p l a n — ftrr^a m i n i m u m  of t e n  h o u r s  of i n s t r u c t i o n .  

( E f f .  /___/___, R e g i s t e r '  )
A u t h o r i t y  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0

7 A A C  2 6 . 5 5 5 .  S P O N S O R I N G  P H Y S I C I A N  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S .  T h e  

s p o n s o r i n g  p h y s i c i a n  f o r  a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e ,  u s i n g  € t T - 0  
E m e r g c n -ey— T-ra u m a — T e e h u i u i ' C n -  liei' 1 br 1 1‘1 atcn. ^ i c h n i c i a n s -  or 

E m e r g e n c y  H c d  t I'a l - '̂P e c h n  i c in a D if tin. l l l a 'La-g ^ i c h n i c i a h s  m u s t :

/  (1) s u b m i t  w r i t t e n  p l a n s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n

of t he E M T ' s  o r  E T T ' s  u n d e r  h i s ,  or h e r ,  s u p e r v i s i o n ;

(2) p r o v i d e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of m e d i c a l  c a r e  p r o v i d e d  by 

t h e  E T T - D  o r  E M T - D ;

(3) a p p r o v e  m e d i c a l  s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  w h i c h  c l e a r l y  

d e l i n e a t e  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  p r o c e d u r e s  w h i c h  m a y  be p e r f o r m e d  by 

t h e  E T T - D  o r  E M T - D  a n d  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e s e  

a c t i v i t i e s  m a y  o c c u r .  T h e s e  s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s  m u s t  a d d r e s s ,  at a 

m i n i m u m ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

R e g i s t e r  , , 1 9 8 6  HE AL T H  AND S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  7 AAC 2 6 . 5 5 5
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(A) t h e  s e q u e n c e  of i n t e r v e n t i o n s  to be p e r f o r m e d  

d u r i n g  a r e s u s c i t a t i o n  a t t e m p t ;

( B )  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  s p e e d  of s h o c k  J e l i v e r y  a n d  
t o t a l  t i m e  s p e n t  a t  t he s c e n e ;

(C) t h e  m e t h o d  of c a r d i a c  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  d e f i b ­

r i l l a t i o n  t o . b e  u s e d , /  i-r-c-r-, c h e s t  l e a d s  p a d d l e s ,  o r  s e l f -  

a d h e s i v e  m o n i t o r / d e f i b r i 1 l a t o r  p a d s ;

(D) t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  a l l  p o t e n t i a l  

c a r d i a c  a r r e s t  r h y t h m s :  v e n t r i c u l a r  f i b r i l l a t i o n ,  a s y s t o l e ,  

v e n t r i c u l a r  t a c h y c a r d i a ,  a n d  o t h e r  p u l s e l e s s  o r g a n i z e d  

r h y t h m s ;

(E) t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of e n e r g y  l e v e l s  f o r  i n i t i a l  
a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  d e f i b r i l l a t i o n  a t t e m p t s ;

(F) d e f i b r i l l a t i o n  s a f e t y ,  b o t h  a t  t h e  s c e n e  a n d  
d u r i n g  t r a n s p o r t ;

(G) t h e  m a x i m u m  n u m b e r  of d e f i b r i l l a t i o n s  w h i c h

E T T - D ' s  o r  E M T - D ' s  m a y  d e l i v e r  o n  e a c h  p a t i e n t  o u t s i d e  o f

t h e  h o s p i t a l ;

( H )  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  of t he p o s t ­

a r r e s t  p a t i e n t ;

(I' t h e  m a n a g e m e n t  of p a t i e n t s  w h o  r e f i b r i l l a t e  
p r i o r  to a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ;

( J) p a t i e n t  a g e  a n d / o r  w e i g h t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  p e r ­

f o r m a n c e  of d e f i b r i l l a t i o n ;

(K) t h e  m i n i m u m  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  m u s t  be c o m m u ­

n i c a t e d  i n t o  t h e  v o i c e  r e c o r d e r  d u r i n g  the c o u r s e  of a

r e s u s c i t a t i o n  a t t e m p t ;  a n d

( L )  t h e  n e e d  to m a i n t a i n  a d e q u a t e  c a r d i o p u l m o n a r y  
r e s u s c i t a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c a r d i a c  a r r e s t  e p i s o d e .

(A) r e v i e w  ̂ X ^ e a c h  r u n  i n  w h i c h  a c o u n t e r s h o c k  w a s  
d e l i v e r e d  to t h e  p a t i e n t  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r

(A) t h e  v o i c e  r e c o r d e r  w a s  a c t i v a t e d  a p p r o p r i ­
a t e l y ;

(B) t h e  p e r s o n n e l  q u i c k l y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  s e t  up 

the n e c e s s a r y  e q u i p m e n t ;

R e g i s t e r  , , 1 9 8 6  HE AL T H  AND S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  7 AAC 2 6 . 5 5 5
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(C) t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  p u l s e  w a s  c h e c k e d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n s e ;

( D )  d e f i b r i 1 1 a t i o n  w a s  p e r f o r m e d  as r a p i d l y  as 

p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t  in v e n t r i c u l a r  f i b r i l l a t i o n ;

( E )  t h e  a m o u n t  of t i m e  s p e n t  at t h e  s c e n e  was 

a p p r o p r i a t e ;

( F )  a d e q u a t e  B a s i c  L i f e  S u p p o r t  w a s  m a i n t a i n e d ;

( G) t h e  p e r s o n n e l  o b t a i n e d  a c l e a r  t r a c i n g  of t h e

e l e c t r o c a r d i o g r a p h i c  r h y t h m  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  to e a c h

d e f i b r i l l a t i o n  a t t e m p t ;

( H )  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  n e e d  to d e l i v e r  a c o u n ­

t e r s h o c k  w a s  c o r r e c t ;

( I )  t h e  p o r t a b l e  d e f i b r i l l a t o r  w a s  o p e r a t e d  

s a f e l y  a n d  c o r r e c t l y ;  a n d

( J )  t h e  c a r e  p r o v i d e d  w a s  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a p ­

p l i c a b l e  p r o t o c o l s  a n d  s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s .

(5 i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  p e r i o d i c  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s ,  at 

l e a s t  q u a r t e r l y ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  p r a c t i c e  s e s s i o n s  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  

of e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  a b i l i t y  to p e r f o r m  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  l o c a l  

p r o t o c o l .  ( E f f .  /___/___ ,_R e g i s t e r ____ )

cr-o A u t h o r i t y  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0

7 A A C  2 6 . 5 6 0  E X A M I N A T I O N S k E O R  I N I T I A L  C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  (a)

T h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t e r e d  ttyjE T T  Dc.f i b g i l l a -tor] a n d ^ H T -- 

£'fA'\-Ci D t f l U t n i J i u  ̂ ^ T e c h n i c i a n s  w h o  w i l l  b e  u s i n g  a n  a u t o m a t i c
d e f i b r i l l a t o j Jw-rdri) b e  a d e p a r t m e n t  a p p r o v e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h a t  

t e e J ^ e - T T R e k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  to a p p l y  d e f i b r i l l a t o r  

r a d s / e l e c t r o d e s , s a f e l y  a n d  p r o p e r l y  d e l i v e r  a n  e l e c t r i c  s h o c k ,  

a n d y d o c u m e n t  p e r t i n e n t  e v e n t s  d u r i n g  a c a r d i a c  a r r e s t  s i t u a t i o n .  u

(b) T h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  to E M T ^0e.fibT l l l a e u A ." . . .  .  ! "  ^
■fc/echnicians w h o  w i l l  b e  u s i n g  a m a n u a l  d e f  i b r i l l a t o r  a

d e p a r t m e n t  a p p r o v e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h a t  t e s t s  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  

s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  to a p p l y  d e f i b r i l l a t o r  p a d s / e l e c t r o d e s , 

i d e n t i f y  a r t i f a c t ,  i d e n t i f y  v e n t r i c u l a r  f i b r i l l a t i o n ’, s a f e l y  a n d  

p r o p e r l y  d e f i b r i l l a t e  v e n t r i c u l a r  f i b r i l l a t i o n  a n d y d o c u m e n t  

p e r t i n e n t  e v e n t s  d u r i n g  a c a r d i a c  a r r e s t  s i t u a t i o n ! 01

(c) A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ( c a m b e  p e r f o r m e d  by 

t h e  c o u r s e  i n s t r u c t o r .  ( E f f .  /___/___ , R e g i s  r e r  )

A u t h o r i t y  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0
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7 AAC 2 6 . 5 7 0

7 A A C  26 . 5 6 5  T E R M  O F  C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  A ce r t i f ic a ̂ r n ^ i  s 

v a l i d  f o r  t w o  y e a r s  e x c e p t

(1) a n  i n i t i a l  c e r  t i f  i c a t /̂fc-efl i s s u e d  b e f o r e  J u l y  1

e x p i r e s  o n  D e c e m b e r  31 of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ;

(2) a n  i n i t i a l  certificatHt-o-n i s s u e d  a f t e r  J u n e  3 0

e x p i r e s  o n  D e c e m b e r  31 of t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  i s s u a n c e ;

a n d  ' f  ’ i  \ ' f t * * 'O  '  ' \
(3) a l l  r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  e x p i r e  o n / Q i e  s e c o n d  D e c e m b e r  

31^ f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of t h e  m o s t  r e c e nt c e r t i f i c a & a r n  > - 11
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  d a t e  of i s s u a n c e  of t h e  r'e c e r t i f i c a t i o n V — ^ ’t'

( E f f .  /___/___ , R e g i s t e r  )
A u t h o r i t y  0 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0

^  W\ /ijutt.j'-o’fcrn tiwt j  u

gy 7 A A C  26 . 5 7 0 .  R E C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  A n  E T T - D  o r  E M T - M g M w t T —

— t-h? n s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  h i s  or h e r  c u r r a n t  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,

( J L ) p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  of c u r r e n t  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  as a n

e t : '

(JL) p r o v i d e  

:tw  E M T — I t  I o r  E M T ^ g ;

(2) p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  of c u r r e n t  C P R  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  

t h e  A m e r i c a n  H e a r t  A s s o c i a t i o n  o r  A m e r i c a n  R e d  C r o s s ;

(3) be a m e m b e r  of a n  o r g a n i z e d  a m b u l a n c e  o r  r e s c u e  

s e r v i c e  w h i c h  is c a p a b l e  of transporting^fc-h-e p a t i e n t  to, or 

o b t a i n i n g  b a c k u p  f r o m ,  p e r s o n s  a b l e  to a d m i n i s t e r  a d v a n c e d  l i f e  

s u p p o r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  l i d o c a i n e ,  w i t h i n  20 m i n u t e s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

a r r i v a l  of t h e  i n i t i a l  r e s c u e r ;

(4) h a v e  w r i t t e n  a p p r o v a l  f r o m  a s p o n s o r i n g  p h y s i c i a n ,  

as o u t l i n e d  i n V  s-o o fc-i-e n— . -5-5-5- o f— t-h i -a— o h a p  t e-p-; a n d

(5) p a s s  t he a p p r o p r i a t e  r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w r i t t e n  a n d  

p r a c t i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

( E f f .  /___/___, R e g i s t e r  )
A u t h o r i t y  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0

7 A A C  2 6 . 5 7 5 .  E X A M I N A T I O N S  F O R  R E C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  T h e  

d e f i b r i l l a t o r  t e c h n i c i a n  d e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of

t h e  d e f i b r i l l a t o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  u s e d  f o r  i n i t i a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n

u s e  a t  t h e  t i m e  of r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t i n g .  ( E f f .  /___/___,

R e g i s  t e r  )
A u t h o r i t y  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0
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7 AAC 2 6 . 5 9 0

7 A A C  2 6 . 5 8 0 .  R E C E R T I F I C A T I O N  E X A M I N A T I O N  F A I L U R E ;  L A P S E  

O F  C E R T I F I C A T I O N .  If a p e r s o n  f a i l s  to p a s s  t h e  E T T - D  o r  E M T - D  

r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  on t h e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t ,  o r  f a i l s  to 

t a k e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  w i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of 

h i s  o r  h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  h e  o r  s h e ,  m u s t  a p p l y  as f o r  i n i t i a l  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  ( E f f .  /___/___ , R e g i s t e r  )

A u t h o r i t y  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0

7 A A C  2 6 . 5 9 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In 7 A A C  2 6 . 5 1 0  —  7 A A C  2 6 . 5 9 0

(1) " a d v a n c e d  l i f e  s u p p o r t "  m e a n a  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  

t e c h n i q u e s  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  t h e  w r i t t e n  or o r a l  o r d e r s  of a 

p h y s i c i a n  w h i c h  i n c l u d e ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  to, e l e c t r i c  c a r d i a c  

d e f i b r i l l a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of a n t i - a r r h y t h m i c  a g e n t s ,  

i n t r a v e n o u s  t h e r a p y ,  i n t r a m u s c u l a r  t h e r a p y ,  o r  u s e  of 

e n d o t r a c h e a l  i n t u b a t i o n  d e v i c e s .

( 2) " a u t o m a t i c  d e f i b r i l l a t o r "  m e a n s  a d e f i b r i l l a t o r  

c a p a b l e  o f  a u t o m a t i c  r h y t h m  a n a l y s i s  w h i c h  w i l l  c h a r g e  a n d  

d e l i v e r  a c o u n t e r s h o c k  a f t e r  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  d e t e c t i n g  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  v e n t r i c u l a r  f i b r i l l a t i o n  or r a p i d  v e n t r i c u l a r  

t a c h y c a r d i a ;

( 3) " b a s i c  l i f e  s u p p o r t "  m e a n s  t h o s e  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  

s k i l l s  o u t l i n e d  in t h e  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  U . S .

D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  B a s i c  T r a i n i n g  C o u r s e / E m e r g e n c y  

M e d i c a l  T e c h n i c i a n ,  t h i r d  e d i t i o n ,  1 9 8 3 ,  I n c l u d i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

of o v e r - t h e - c o u n t e r  m e d i c i n e s ,  s u c h  as s y r u p  of i p e c a c ,  w h i c h  a r e  

n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  o u t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o u t l i n e d  in t h e  c o u r s e ;

(4) " d e f i b r i 1 1 a  t o r / m o n i t o r  w i t h  d u a l - c h a n n e l  t a p e  

r e c o r d i n g  c a p a b i l i t i e s "  m e a n s  a d e f i b r i l l a t o r / m o n i t o r  c a p a b l e  of 

c o n t i n u o u s  r e c o r d i n g  of t h e  e l e c t r o c a r d i o g r a m  a n d  s i m u l t a n e o u s  

r e c o r d i n g  of t h e  v o i c e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  at t h e  s c e n e ;

(5) " m a n u a l  d e f i b r i l l a t o r "  m e a n s  a d e f i b r i l l a t o r  w h i c h

h a s  n o  c a p a b i l i t y  f o r  r h y t h m  a n a l y s i s  a n d  w i l l  c h a r g e  a n d  d e l i v e r

a c o u n t e r s h o c k  o n l y  at t h e  c o m m a n d  of t h e  o p e r a t o r ;

(6) " p r o t o c o l "  m e a n s  g e n e r a l  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  E m e r g e n c y  

M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  p r a c t i c e  i n  a v a r i e t y  of s i t u a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  

E M S  S y s t e m ;

( 7) " s e m i - a u t o m a t i c  d e f i b r i l l a t o r "  m e a n s  a 

d e f i b r i l l a t o r  w h i c h  is c a p a b l e  of e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  d e t e c t i n g  

v e n t r i c u l a r  f i b r i l l a t i o n  a n d  r a p i d  v e n t r i c u l a r  t a c h y c a r d i a ,  b u t  

r e q u i r e s  u s e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  o r d e r  to d e l i v e r  a c o u n t e r s h o c k ;  

a n d

8
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(8) " s t a n d i n g  o r d e r s "  m e a n s  r i g i d l y  d e f i n e d  w r i t t e n  

o r d e r s  f o r  a c t i o n s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  w h e n  v e r b a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  h as 
n o t  b e e n  m a d e  w i t h  the o n - l i n e  m e d i c a l  d i r e c t o r ;

( E f f .  /___/___ , R e g i s t e r ____ )

A u t h o r i t y  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0



A l a s k a  H > t a t e  l l c g t s l a i u r c

COMMITTEES. Dfitrici 5

Commmcc on Community anil Regional Affair* 
Committee on Transportation 

Special Committee on Oil and C>a‘
Special Committee on Fisheries 

Finance Sub-committee on Fish and Came

A n d re  M a r ro u
R epresentative

kcnai Sterling
SoMotna Anchor Point
Homer l’o:i Graham
Seldov13 English Bay
kachcmal, Nikolaev*!.
kavilof Halibut Cove
N'intlchik Clam Gulch

April. 25, i960

To: Bettye Fahrenkamp, Chairman Senate Hess Committee 

From: Andre Marrou, Representative A / \
Subject: HB A18, No Liability for EMTs

HB A 18 would exempt emergency medical technicians from liability while 

performing emergency services. This liability exemption is currently 

available only in lifesaving situations. The current "Good Samaritan" law 

does not apply in non-lifesaving situations according to two different A.G 
opinions.

EMTs are trained to help and should not be hindered by the threat of 

being sued. As you can readily surmise, quickly and accurately determining 

if a given emergency situation is a matter of life and death is a judgement 

call. It is an unnecessary burden upon those who help us in emergency 
situations.

The Department of Health and Social Services supports this bill. In 

fact, just about everyone we've contacted supports this bill, including the 

Health Association of Alaska, the Alaska Firefighters Association, the 

Southern Region Emergency Medical Services Council, and various fire 
departments.

Your favorable consideration would be appreciated.

Attachments:

Opinion of Harold Brown, A.G. March 7, 1986 

Opinion of Wilson Condon, A.G. April 20, 1981 

Health & Social Services Position Paper 

Fiscal Note

During Session: P. O. Box V, Juneau, Alaska 99811, (907) 465-2719 During Interim: Box 1572, Homer, Alaska 99603, (907) 235-8200



Alaska H>tatc legislature
BETTYE FAHRENKAMP. Cnairman 
ARLISS STURGULEWSKI. Vice Chairman 
JOEJOSEPHSON 
PAUL FISCHER
EDNA ARMSTRONG DE VRIES

Senate Committee on 
Health, Education and Social Services

M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  M e m b e r s ,  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l
S e r v i c e s

F R O M :  C o m m i t t e e  S t a f f

R E :  C o m m i t t e e  M e e t i n g ,  M a y  6 ,  1 9 8 6

D A T E :  M a y  2 ,  19 8 6

O n  T u e s d a y ,  M a y  6 ,  1 9 8 6  f r o m  1 : 3 0 - 3 : 3 0  p . m .  i n  t h e  B e l t z  R o o m ,  
t h e  S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w i l l  
h e a r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i l l s :

H B  418  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  e m e r g e n c y  
m e d i c a l  c a r e .

C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  s h i e l d s  a n  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  T e c h n i c i a n  ( E M T )  a n d  a  
p a r a m e d i c  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  o r d i n a r y  n e g l i g e n c e  i n  l i f e  s a v i n g  
s i t u a t i o n s  o n l y .  H B  418  w o u l d  e x p a n d  t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  i n c l u d e  
r e n d e r i n g  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  t o  a n y  p e r s o n  " w h o  i s  i n  n e e d  o f  i m m e d i a t e  
a i d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  s e r i o u s  h a r m . "  E M T s  a n d  p a r a m e d i c s  w o u l d  
s t i l l  b e  l i a b l e  i n  c a s e s  o f  g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  
m i s c o n d u c t .  T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  l i c e n s e s  b o t h  E M T s  a n d  
p a r a m e d i c s .

C S H B  4 9 7  ( J u d )  a m  R e l a t i n g  t o  c u s t o d y ,  s u p p o r t ,  v i s i t a t i o n ,  a n d  
b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  c h i l d r e n

H B  497  a m e n d s  A l a s k a ' s  d i v o r c e  a n d  d i s s o l u t i o n  s t a t u t e s  t o :
1 ) r e q u i r e  t h e  c o u r t  t o  e x a m i n e  c h i l d  c u s t o d y  a g r e e m e n t s  

b e t w e e n  p a r e n t s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  c a s e  i s  d i s p u t e d  o r  u n d i s p u t e d ,  t o  
e n s u r e  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  c h i l d  a n d  t h a t

= c sox v 
sta*= c; pitol
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Position Paper 

House 3iil Mo. 413

For An Act entitled: T n  Act relating to liaoiiity for providing
emergency medical care."

This act amends AS 08.64.366. (Liability for Services Rendered cv a 

Physician Trained Mobile Intensive Care Paramedic), and AS 18.08,086 (a) 
(immunity iron liaoilitv for state certified emergency medical 
technicians) to expand the immunity frcm liability provisions, from 
covering only care given to persons in life threatening situations, to 
include rendering emergency care to any person "who is in need of 
immediate aid in order to avoid serious harm or less of life."

The Department of Health and Social Services supports passage of this 
bill because currently state licensed McDile Intensive Care Paramedics 
and State certified Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT's) are only 
immune from liability (except in cases of grcss negligence or 

intentional misconduct) when rendering care to persons in serious, life 
threatening situations. In actual fact, these cases constitute only a 
small percentage of the total cases treated by emergency medicai 
responders. By broadening this immunity frcm liability, the paramedics 
and EMT's will have some immunity from liability when rendering care to 
nearly all cases, whether or net they are judged to be life threatening.

P O S I T I O N

The Department of Health and Social Services supports passage of this 
bill.

Recommended by:

Elizaeeun Ward, M.N.
Director
Division of Public Health

D a t e : >!?!k
Approved by:

Date:

R. P'jgn, Coratissicner 
apartment of Health and 

Social Services

1 1

P H ^ 7  P o s i t i o n
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S o u t h e r n  R e g i o n  I

E M E R G E N C y  j

M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  C o u n c i l ,  I n c .

1135 West HiplUh Avenue. Suite 7 . Anchorage. Alaska 99501 • (907) 274-3651 .MAY 1

A p r i l  2 9 ,  1 9 8 6

S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p ,  C h a i r m a n  
H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ^  S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p :
i

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  p a s s  
o u t  H B  4 1 8 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e . "  T h i s  b i l l  s l i g h t l y  o r o a o e n s  
t h e  i m m u n i t y  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  c u r r e n t l y  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  
c e r t i f i e d  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n s  a n d  l i c e n s e d  
m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a r a m e d i c s .  T n i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  a  h o u s e k e e p i n g  b i l l  w h i c h  m o r e  c l e a r l y  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l a n g u a g e .

!

T h e  l a n g u a g e  c o n t a i n e d  A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 5 6  w a s  p a s s e d  o y  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 / 4  w h e n  t h e  p a r a m e d i c  l i c e n s i n g  l a w  
w a s  p a s s e d .  I  d r a f t e d  t h e  l a n g u a g e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  
A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 6  i n  1 9 7 8  w h e n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s  i s  t o  t r y  
t o  r e m o v e  t h e  f e a r  o f  l i t i g a t i o n  f r o m  t n e  s h o u l d e r s  o f  
t n e s e  p r o v i d e r s  a t  t h e  t i m e s  w h e n  t n e y  n e e d  t o  o e  m o s t  
a g g r e s s i v e  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c n  t h e y  d o  t h e i r  j o o s .
T h i s  i s  t h e  p e r i o d  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  v e r y  
s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  o r  i l l  p e r s o n .  I ' m  s u r e  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o p o n e n ,  E M T - I ,  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  v e r i f y  
t h i s .

T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  a r e  n e e d e d  i s  t h a t  s e v e r a l  
a t t o r n e y s  h a v e  r e v i e w e d  t n e  p r e s e n t  l a n g u a g e  a n d  
i n t e r p r e t e d  i t  t o  b e  v e r y  r e s t r i c t i v e .  I f  t n e  
p l a i n t i f f  c o u l d  s h o w  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  i n  i m m e d i a t e  
d a n g e r  o f  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  ( t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  
l i v e d  m i g h t  b e  p r i m a  f a c i e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h a t  f a c t ) ,  t h e n  
t h e  d e f e n d e n t  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n ,  m o s t  o f  
w h o m  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  a r e  v o l u n t e e r s ,  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a o l e  t o  
u s e  t h i s  a s  a  d e f e n s e .  T h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
w a s  t h a t  t h e  E M T s  s h o u l d  b e  c o v e r e d  i n  a n y  s e r i o u s  
c a s e ,  n o t  g u s t  i m m i n e n t l y  l i f e  t h r e a t e n i n g  c a s e s .



s.*
S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p P a g e  2 A p r i l  2 9 ,  1935

. f

I  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i t  i s  g e t t i n g  l a t e  i n  t h e  s e s s i o n .  I
a m  a l s o  a w a r e  o f  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  a  o i l l ' s
p r o g r e s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s y s t e m .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
t h e  H o u s e  p a s s e d  t h i s  o i l l  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t n a t
t h e  p r i m e  s p o n s o r  i s  w h o  h e  i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  d o e s  
h a v e  s o m e  m e r i t .

I n  t h e s e  t i m e s  o f  t h e  m a l p r a c t i c e  c r i s i s  o u r  v o l u n t e e r  
E M T s  a n d  t h e  c i t i e s  a n d  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c n  
o p e r a t e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  a r e  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  
a n d  m o r e  f e a r f u l .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  h e l p  e a s e  t h a t  
c o n c e r n  s o m e w h a t .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  S t a t e ' s  E M T  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  p a r a m e d i c  l i c e n s i n g  p r o g r a m s  d o  a  
g o o d  j o b  o f  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o n s u m e r  w i l l  r e c e i v e  
q u a l i t y  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  i n  n e e d .  T h e s e  
a r e  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ■ 
p a s s e d  t h i s  b i l l  o u t .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  g i v e  m e  a  c a l l .

T h o m a s  D .  S c o t t  I I  
P r e s i d e n t / E / . e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

c c :  S e n a t o r  S t u r g e l e w s k i  
S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r  
S e n a t o r  D e V r i e s  
S e n a t o r  J o s e p h s o n  
S e n a t o r  K e l l y



"m e m o r a n d u m State of Alaska

tc H e l e n  D. B e i r n e  
C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

FROM. W I L S O N  L. C O N D O N  
A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L

B y :
E l i z a b e t h  S h a w  

A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

date. 2 § S O E 3 ? 5 ?

rue no J - 6 6 - 6 4 2 - 8 1  

TELEPHONE NO: 4 6 5 - 3 6 0 3

suoJEcr: I m m u n i t y / L i a b i l i t y  

E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  
T e c h n i c i a n s  a n d  Pa: 
m e d i c s

fin <■» -c c

Y o u  h a v e  a s k e d  t h i s  o f f i c e  t o  r e v i e w  s t a t u t e s  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  t o  b e  i m p o s e d  o n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a :  
(EMT's) a n d  p a r a m e d i c s  w h e n  t h e y  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  in a

: r c m ^ r i a b i l i ; t y r j

N e i t h e r  t h e  E M T  n o.r t h e _ parair.adic.,vm a y ^ b e _ h e b d _ _ l i a b l e  
f o r  n e g l i g e n t l y  o e r f o r m i n c  l i f e - s a v i n a  e m e r c e n c v  s e r v i c e  ?o 
a p e r s o n  w h o  i s  i n  i m m e d i a t e .d a n g e r  o f  l o s s  o f  l i f e .  T h e  
s t a n d a r d  i s  o b j e c t i v e  . . . t h e  p e r s o n  a c t u a l l y  m u s t  b e  in 

a l i f e  t h r e a t e n i n g  e m e r g e n c y .  1 /

1 /  S e c .  0 8 . 6 4 . 3 6 6 .  L I A B I L I T Y  F O R  S E R V I C E S  R E N D E R E D
B Y  A  P H Y S I C I A N - T R A I N E D  M O B I L E  I N T E N S I V E  C A R E  P A R A ­

M E D I C .  N o  a c t  o r  o m i s s i o n  o f  a p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  
m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  care; p a r a m e d i c  d o n e  o r  o m i t t e d  
i n  g o o d  f a i t h  w h i l e  r e n d e r i n g  e m e r g e n c y  l i f e -  
s a v i n g  s e r v i c e  t o  a  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  i n  i m m e d i a t e  
d a n g e r  o f  l o s s  o f  l i f e  s h a l l  i m p o s e  a n y  l i a b i l i t y  
u p o n  t h e  p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  
p a r a m e d i c ,  t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  p h y s i c i a n ,  a h o s p i t a l ,  
t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s t a f f ,  n u r s e s ,  o r  
o t h e r  e m p l o y e e s  o f  a h o s p i t a l  o r  u p o n  a f e d e r a l ,  
s t a t e ,  b o r o u g h ,  c i t y  o r  o t h e r  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
u n i t  o r  u p o n  o t h e r  e m p l o y e e s  o f  a g o v e r n m e n t a l  
u n i t ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  r e l i e v e  a 
p h y s i c i a n  o r  a h o s p i t a l  o f  a d u t y  o t h e r w i s e  i m­
p o s e d  b y  l a w  u p o n  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  o r  h o s p i t a l  f o r  
t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o r  t r a i n i n g  o f  a p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  
m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  p a r a m e d i c  o r  f o r  t h e  p r o ­
v i s i o n  o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  t o  b e  u s e d  
b y  t h e  p h y s i c i a n - t r a i n e d  m o b i l e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  
p a r a m e d i c .

T h e r e  m a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  n e c l i c e n t  t r a i n i n g  o r
n e g l i g e n t l y  m a i n t a i n e d  e c u i o m e n t .

F o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  o n p a g e  2 .



H e l e n  D. B e i r n e ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  A p r i l  20, 19

' D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  P a c e  2

T h e  G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  s t a t u t e  2 /  c;ces n e t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  

t h e  p e r s o n  r e c e i v i n g  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  b e  i n  c a n c e r  o f  l o s i n g  h i s
—  ' ' /I CY~i~ r c

1 /  C o n t i n u e d

S E C .  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 3 6 .  I M M U N I T Y  F R O M  L I A B I L I T Y .
(a) N o  p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 0 3 . 0 8 2 ,  
o r  p e r s o n  o r  p u b l i c  a g e n c y  w h i c h  e m p l o y s ,  
s p o i n s o r s ,  o r  c o n t r o l s  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  p e r ­
s o n s  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 2 ,  w h o  
a d m i n i s t e r s  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  a n  
i n j u r e d  o r  s i c k  p e r s o n ,  m a y  b e  l i a b l e  f o r  
c i v i l  d a m a g e s  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a n  a c t  o r  o m i s -  * 

s i c n  i n  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h o s e  s e r v i c e s ,  i f  c c n e  
i n  g o o d  f a i t h  a n d  i f  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  i n j u r e d  
o r  s i c k  p e r s o n  i s  i n  d a n g e r .  T h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  
d o e s  n o t  p r e c l u d e  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  c i v i l  d a m a g e s  
w h i c h  i s  t h e  p r o x i m a t e  r e s u l t  o f  c r o s s  n e g l i ­

g e n c e  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s c o n d u c t ,  n o r  p r e c l u d e  
i m p o s i t i o n  o f  l i a b i l i t y  o n  a p e r s o n  o r  p u b l i c  
a g e n c y  w h i c h  e m p l o y s ,  s p o n s o r s ,  o r  c o n t r o l s  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  p e r s o n s  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  
A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 2  i f  t h e  a c t  o r  o m i s s i o n  is a 
p r o x i m a t e  r e s u l t . o f  a b r e a c h  o f  d u t y  t o  a c t  
c r e a t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  
o f  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n ,  " g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e "  r o a n s  
r e c k l e s s ,  w i l f u l ,  o r  w a n t o n  m i s c o n d u c t .

I *

S e c .  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 9 0 ( 9 )  " e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e "  
m e a n s  t h e  s e r v i c e s  u t i l i z e d  i n  r e s p o n d i n g  to 
t h e  p e r c e i v e d  i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  
m e d i c a l  c a r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  l o s s  o f  l i f e  
o r  a g g r a v a t i o n  o f  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
i l l n e s s  o r  i n j u r y ;

T h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e "  i n c l u d e s  n o n - l i f e  
s a v i n g  s e r v i c e s .  T h e  i m m u n i t y  f r c m  l i a b i l i t y  p r o v i s i o n  l i m i t s  
t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  b y  a d d i n g  t h e  ' l i f e - s a v i n g 1 c o n d i t i o n .

2 /  ' S e c .  0 9 . 6 5 . 0 9 0 .  C I V I L  L I A B I L I T Y  F O R  E M E R G E N C Y
A I D .  (a) A  p e r s o n  a t  a  h o s p i t a l  o r  a n y  o t h e r  
l o c a t i o n  w h o  r e n d e r s  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  o r  e m e r g e n c y  
c o u n s e l i n g  t o  a n  i n j u r e d ,  i l l ,  o r  e m o t i o n a l l y  
d i s t r a u g h t  p e r s o n  w h o  r e a s o n a b l y  a p p e a r s  t o  t h e  
persuii r e n d e r i n g  t h e  a i d  t o  b e  i n  i m m e d i a t e  n e e d  
o f  e m e r g e n c y  a i d  i n  o r d e r  to  a v o i d  s e r i o u s  h a r m  
o r  d e a t h  i s  n o t  l i a b l e  f o r  c i v i l  d a m a g e s  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  a n  a c t  o r  o m i s s i o n  i n  r e n d e r i n g  e m e r ­
g e n c y  a i d .

F o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d ,  o n p a g e  3 .



H e l e n  D. B e i r n e ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a ]  S e r v i c e s

A p r i l  2 0 ,  1951
P a c e  3

o r  h e r  l i f e .  ' T h e  s t a n d a r d  is  s u b j e c t i v e  . . . t h e  p e r s o n  o f ­
f e r i n g  s e r v i c e  m u s t  r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  i n  

n e e d  o f  e m e r g e n c y  a i d .  T h e  i n t e n t  o f  s u c h  s t a t u t e s  i s  to 
e n c o u r a g e  p a s s e r s b y  t o  a s s i s t  a t  s c e n e s  o f  a c c i d e n t s .  3 /

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  s c h e m e  a d d r e s s e s  t h r e e  
s i t u a t i o n s .  T h e  G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  s t a t u t e  s h i e l d s  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  

w h o  h a v e  n o  d u t y  t o  c o m e  to t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  i n j u r e d  o r  i l l  _ 
p e r s o n  i n  n e e d  o f  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e .  T h e  p a r a m e d i c  a n d ?  
■6He~EMT, h o w e v e r ? ,?? ^ s  " r o t’ "fall w l t ! T I n‘'’t H e :" ' c a t e c c r y  o f  p e r s o n s ?  

w h o  h a v e - n o  d u t y  tb"~a~icL. j4/ T h e y  a r e  s h i e l d e d  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  
'fo"r“or"a i n  a  r  y  h e  g !  ice' nee' m  l i f e  t h r e a t e n i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  b u t  
e v e n  i n  l i f e  s a v i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  t h e  E M T  w i l l  b e  h e l d  l i a b l e  
f o r  g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s c o n d u c t .

2 /  C o n t i n u e d

( b )  T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  p r e c l u d e  l i a b i l i t y  
f o r  c i v i l  d a m a g e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  
o r  r e c k l e s s  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s c o n d u c t .

3/ I n t e r e s t i n g l y  o u r  s t a t u t e  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  

m a y  b e  l o c a t e d  a t  a h o s p i t a l  - p r e s u m a b l y  n o t  t h e  s c e n e  o f  an 
a c c i d e n t .  I t  i s  u n l i k e l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  a h e l p i n g  p e r s o n  
l o c a t e d  a t  a  h o s p i t a l  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  a p r e - e x i s t i n g  d u t y  t o  

p e r f o r m  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e .

4 /  I n  L e e  v. S t a t e ,  4 9 0  P . 2 d  1 2 0 6  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 1 )  t h e  c o u r t  h e l d  
t h a t  a S t a t e  T r o o p e r  d e f e n d a n t  w h o  h a d  s h o t  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  w h i l e  
t r y i n g  t o  e x t r i c a t e  t h e  p l a i n t i f f ' s  a r m  f r o m  t h e  j a w s  o f  a 
l i o n e s s ,  w a s  n o t  s h i e l d e d  f r o m  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  o r d i n a r y  n e g l i g e n c e .  

T h e  c o u r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  " A  r e s c u e r  u n d e r  a p r e - e x i s t i n g  d u t y  to 
r e s c u e  w o u l d  n o t  n e e d  t h e  a d d e d  i n d u c e m e n t  o f  i m m u n i t y  f r o m  
c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  o r d i n a r y  n e g l i g e n c e . "  Id. a t  1 2 0 9 ,  f o o t­
n o t e  7. T h e  c o u r t  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  T r o o p e r  h a d  a p r e - e x i s t i n g  
d u t y  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  e n d a n g e r e d  p l a i n t i f f  t h e r e f o r e  
t h e  G o o d  S a m a r i t a n  s h i e l d  d i d  n o t  a p p l y .  A l t h o u g h  A S  0 9 . 6 5 . -  
090 w a s  a m e n d e d  i n  1 9 7 6 ,  i t  d e e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  c h a n c e  g e n e r a l  
t o r t  p r i n c i p l e s  r e g a r d i n g  d u t y .



Helen D. Eeirne, Commissioner
Department of Health & Social Services

April
Pace •

Rather than attempting to include EMT and paramedics 
under a Good Samaritan statute which would distort the purpose 
of that statute, legislative amendment of the statutes which 
specifically deal with EMT's and paramedics would be the more 
appropriate action. It would be for the legislature to de­
cide whether there is a need to shield EMT's and paramedics 
more extensively than is now provided. 5/

5/ AS 03.64 . 366 sFieTaf ar/'feMT or paramedic.-from liability? 
‘•foro r dinary1'" ri ecl'lceri c e~ ifTy ‘ life saving' situation. In non-? 
life saving situations they may be held liable for ordinary j  
negligence?.'

ES/jf
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April 29, 1986

Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp, Chairman 
Health, Education & Social 

Services Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Fahrenkamp:

This letter is to reque.c that the HESS Commitcee pass 
out HB 418, "An Act relating to liability for providing 
emergency medical care." This bill slightly oroaaens 
the immunity from liability currently conferred upon 
certified emergency medical technicians and licensed 
mobile intensive care paramedics. This legislation is 
essentially a housekeeping bill which more clearly 
reflects the intent of the original language.

The language contained AS 03.64.356 was passed by the 
Legislature in 1974 wi.an the paramedic licensing lav; 
was passed. I drafted the language contained in 
AS 18.08.086 in 1978 v/hen the Legislature established 
the emergency medical technician certification 
requirements. The intent of these sections is to try 
to remove the fear of litigation from the shoulders of 
these providers at the times when they need to be most 
aggressive in the manner in whicn they do their jobs. 
This is tne period when they are dealing with the very 
seriously injured or ill person. I'm sure 
Representative Koponen, EMT-I, would be able to verify 
this.

The reason why these changes are needed is that several 
autorneys have reviewed the present language and 
interpreted it to be very restrictive. If the 
plaintiff could show that they were not in immediate 
danger of the loss of their life (the fact that they 
lived might be prima facie evidence of that fact), then 
the dependent emergency medical technician, most of 
whom i.x this state are volunteers, would not be able co 
use this as a defense. The intent of the legislature 
was that the EMTs should be covered in any serious 
case, not just imminently life threatening cases.
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I recognize that it is getting late in the session. I
am also aware of other factors that influence a bill's
progress through the system. However, the fact that
the House passed this bill in spite of the fact that
the prime sponsor is who he is indicates that it does 
have some merit.

In these times of the malpractice crisis cur volunteer 
EMTs and tne cities and nonprofit organizations whicn 
operate emergency medical services are becoming more 
and more fearful. This legislation will help ease that 
concern somewhat. At the same time the State's EMT 
certification and paramedic licensing programs do a 
good joo of assuring that the consumer will receive 
quality emergency care when they are in need. These 
are the reasons that the House of Representatives 
passed this bill out.

If you have any questions, please give me a call. 

Sincerpdy,

(JW  O  c J < T
Thomas D. Scott II 
President/Executive Director

cc: Senator Sturgelewski 
Senator Fischer 
Senator DeVries 
Senator Josephson 
Senator Kelly
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