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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 0 / 8 6
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

#

BY P. FISCHER, F E RG USO N
1 IN THE SENATE AN D DE VRIES

2 SENATE JO IN T RESO LUT ION NO. 32

3 IN THE L E GI SLA TUR E OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FO UR TEE NTH LE G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 R e q u e s t i n g  the Government of the Un it ed

6 States to reassert j u r i s d i c t i o n  over

7 Wrangel Island, He ra ld Island, H e nr iet ta

8 Island, Je an net te Island, and Bennett

9 Island together w i th the s u rr oun din g

10 ou te r continental shelf w i t h i n  the

11 A m e r i c a n  waters of the Ch ukchi Sea and

12 the East Sibe ria n Seas and to pay the

13 State of Al as ka comp ens ati on for da mages

14 from their loss.

15 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA:

16 WHEREAS Alas kan s and other Am er ica ns remain ju st ifi abl y grateful for

17 the fortitude shown by Ca pt ain Thomas Long and the crew of the w h a l i n g  bark

18 Nile from Ne w London, Connecticut who, on August 14, 1367, were the first

19 to co nfirm the existence of a 1,740 square mile island in the Chukchi Sea;

20 and

21 WHEREAS Wr angel Island, named by Ca pt ain Long after the former gover-

22 nor of Ru ss ian Al as ka Ba ro n Ferdinand Pe tr ovi ch v o n  Wrangel, is located

23 some 270 miles northwest of Cape Lisburne, Al as ka and is larger than the

24 State of Rhode Island; and

25 WHEREAS Ca pt ain Long was the first to sight and to describe Wrangel

26 Island, the first reco rde d landing on the island o c cu rre d August 12, 1881.

27 when Ca ptain Ca lv in L. Hooper, co mm and er of the Be ri ng Sea Patrol, a divi-

28 sion of the U.S. Treasury Department and as such, the de facto g o ve rno r of

29 Alaska, landed at Clark Ri v e r  on the e a st ern coast of Wr angel Island and,
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with his fellow officers and J o hn M u i r  (who later founded the Si er ra Club' 

raised the American flag and took po ss e s s i o n  of the island in the name o. 

the Un it ed States; and

WHEREAS Ca ptain H o o p e r  was t.igaged in a Cong res sio ua lly sp on sor ed

effort to rescue the J e a n n e t t e , a vessel en g a g e d  in A r c t i c  r e s e a r c h  that

was locked in ice floes and subsequently lost and therefore C a p t a i n  H o o p e r  

ha d the authority to claim Wr angel Island for the Un it ed States; and

WHERl \S Wrangel Island became a pax't of the U n it ed States by right of 

confirmed discovery and first p o s s e s s i o n  and, later, a permanent s e t t l e ­

ment ; and

WHEREAS Wrangel Island and its nearby satellite island He ra ld Island 

were placed by the U n it ed States Coast and Geodetic Service w i t h i n  the 

District and later Te rr ito ry and State of A l as ka in publ ica tio ns from 1900 

through 1977; and

WHEREAS the De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and De nnett were 

first discovered in the East Siberian Sea, were claimed, and n a me d by U.S. 

Navy Commander George W. De L o n g  du ri ng his 1879 - 1881 ex pe dit ion into the 

Arctic who. with his crew, died when their ship, the J e a n n e t t e , was crushed

and sunk by ice floes; and

WHEREAS the first permanent settlement on Wr an gel Island oc c u r r e d  when 

the American ship Silver W a ve landed a pa rt y on the island on S e p t e m b e r  15, 

1921, and raised the Am e r i c a n  flag over the island under the d i r e c t i o n  of 

Ca ptain Jack Hammer; and

WHEREAS the party from the Silver Wave landed with provisions for only 

six months as they stated that they p l a n n e d  to sustain th em sel ves by h u n t ­

ing; and

WHEREAS the relief vessel in 1922 was b l o c k e d  by ice floes; and 

WHEREAS w h e n  the relief vessel D o n a l d s o n  ar rived on August 23, 1923,

the only survivor of the 1921 ex p e d i t i o n  was an Es ki mo seamstress n a m e d  Ada



1 "Blackjack" Johnson, who died just a few years ago in Alaska; and

2 WHEREAS a ne w party led by Charles Wells of Uniontown, P e n n syl van ia

3 continued settlement on Wr angel Island; and

4 WH EREAS on Ha y 13, 1924, Secretary of State Charles Evans Hu gh es

5 stated that the A m er ica n Lomen Brothers were the pr op rie tar y owners of

6 Wrangel Island; and

7 WHEREAS on August 20, 1924, an arinea party from the Soviet gunboat Re d

8 Oc tober landed on Wr angel Island, took Wells and the other Am er ica ns by

9 force, and told them that they were being returned to Alaska; and

10 WH EREAS n o tw ith sta nd ing their promises, they took the Am er ica ns to

11 Vl a d i v o s t o k  and confiscated the pelts that the Amer can ti'appers ha d accu-

12 mu la ted du ri ng the 12 bi tt er months on the island; and

13 WH EREAS the Americans who survived their ordeal in Vl a d i v o s t o k  were

14 released following the inte rve nti on of the Amer ica n consul at Harbin,

15 Ma nc hur ia but Chs*ies Wells and two residents of Al as ka died while de t a i n e d

16 by the Soviet g o v e r n m e n t ; and

17 WH EREAS the residents of A l a s k a  wh o survived their ordeal in Soviet

18 Siberia were all from Go lovin Bay, A l a s k a  and they survived no tw i t h s t a n d i n g

19 the severe physical and emotional tr au ma resulting from the assault, kid-

20 napping, false imprisonment, theft of property together with other vio-

21 lations of A m er ica n and Alaska law by the agents of the Soviet regime; and

22 U'HEREAS after seising Wr angel Island, the Soviet go ve rnm ent p r oc eed ed

23 to seize more Am e r i c a n  soil by o c cu pyi ng the nearby and defenseless He ra ld

24 Island; and

25 WH EREAS the Soviet government su bs equ ent ly asserted a spurious claim

26 to the Amer ica n De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett; and

27 W'HEREAS these illegal acts by the Soviet go ve rnm ent interrupted 57

28 years of peac efu l use of these islands by A m e r i c a n  seamen, herders, and

29 hunters; and
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#

1 WH EREAS the Soviet oc c u p a t i o n  of what they l'efer to as O s t r o v a  De Long

2 is an affront to all Americans, is an insult to the m e m o r y  of their brave

3 discoverer, and a source of em ba rrassment to the U n it ed States Navy, wh ic h

4 memo ria liz es his memory at the Naval A c a d e m y  in Annapolis; and

3 V/HEREAS the soil of all five of these A m e r i c a n  islands and their

6 s u rr oun din g continental shelf has been held by m i l i t a r y  force in contra-

7 v e n t i o n  of international lav? and by conduct that is cont rar y to what is

8 re co gni sed as pr op er by civilised nations; and

9 WH EREAS the Soviet go ve rnm ent has t y pi fie d its un ci vil ise d conduct by

10 es ta bli shi ng forced labor camps on Wr an gel Is la nd as r e po rte d in testimony

11 before the U.S. Senate Ju di cia ry Co mm itt ee in Ja nuary 1973; and

12 WH EREAS it has been reported that Wr angel Island was the last k n ow n

13 place of imprisonment of Raoul Wallenberg, the Sw edish Consul in Budapest,

14 Hu n g a r y  at the end of World War II wh o was ax'rested by Soviet forces and

15 who was responsible for saving the lives of thousands of Eu r o p e a n  Jews from

16 the Nazi Holocaust; and

17 WH EREAS this conduct on Am e r i c a n  soil has co nt inu ed in defi anc e of

18 A m e r i c a n  law as well as in defiance of the in te rna tio na l rules of conduct

19 resulting from the N u re mbe rg w a r  crime trials after Wo rl d V/ar II; and

20 WH EREAS the cont inu ing trespass by the Soviet go ve rnm ent deprives the

21 State of A l a s k a  and its people of their fundamental right to use the

22 islands of Wrangel, Herald, Henrietta, Jeannette, and Be nnett together w i th

23 the su rr oun din g continental shelf and its v a lu abl e resources; and

24 WH EREAS unlike the governments of C a na da and Great Britain, the Un it ed

25 States has never su rrendered its claims of so ve rei gnt y over these islands;

26 and

27 WH EREAS the State of Al as ka does not be lieve that agreements be tween

28 the U n i t e d  States and the Soviet Union, w h e t h e r  they be secret or other-

29 wise, can affect Amer ica n claims to these islands un ti l they have been
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1 ratified by the Un it ed States Senate;

2 BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Le gi sla tur e that the Go ve rnm ent of

3 the Un it ed States assert and reassert A m e r i c a n  sovereignty over Wrangel

4 Island, He ra ld Island, and the De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and

5 Bennett, their resources, and their te rritorial shelf in behalf of the

6 Am e r i c a n  people; and be it

7 FU RTHER RE S O L V E D  that the Go ve rnm ent of the Un it ed States m a ke satis-

8 factory co mp ens ati on and re st itu tio n to the State of Al as ka and its people

9 for the loss of this territory re su lti ng from the ne glect of the Un it ed

10 States Government to pr otect A m e r i c a n  lives and property w h e n  the lands

11 w e re seized in 1924; and be it

12 FU RTHER RESO LVE D that the State of A l a s k a  asserts and reasserts its

13 claim to Wrangel Island, He ra ld Island and the De Long Is lands of

14 Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett and their surroun din g continental shelf

15 as an integral part of the State of Al aska; and be it

16 FURTHER RESO LVE D the Go v e r n o r  of the State of Al as ka is re qu est ed to

17 initiate appropriate legal claims for relief before the U.S. Fo reign Claims

18 Settlement Commission, the U.S. Court of Claims or ot he r legal forums of

19 the U n i t e d  States as may be appropriate.

20 COPIES of this re so lut ion shall be sent to the Ho no rab le Ronald

21 Reagan, President of the United States; to the. H o no rab le Ge or ge P. Shultz,

22 Secretary of State; to the H o no rab le G e or ge Bush, Vi ce -Pr esi de nt of the

23 Un it ed States and President of the U.S. Senate; the H o no rab le Th om as P.

24 O'Neill, Jr., Sp eaker of the U.S. Ho us e of Representatives; and to the

25 Ho no rab le Ted Stevens and the H o n o r a b l e  F r an k Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and

26 the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Re pr ese nta ti ve, me mbers of the Al as ka delega-

27 tion in Congress.
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I n t r o d u c e d :
F e f e r r e d :

1/20/86
F i n a n c e

1 IN THE SENATE

2

BY P. FISCHER, FERGUSON 

A N D  DE VRIES

SENATE JOINT RE SO LUT ION NO. 32

3 IN THE L E GI SLA TUR E OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A

4 FO U R T E E N T H  L E GI SLA TUR E - SE CO ND SESSION

5 R e q u e s t i n g  the Go ve rnm ent of the Un it ed

6 States to reassert j u r i s d i c t i o n  over

7 Wr a n g e l  Island, H e ra ld Island, H e nr iet ta

8 Island, Je an net te Island, and Bennett

9 Is la nd together w i t h  the su rr oun din g

10 outer continental shelf w i t h i n  the

11 A m e r i c a n  wa te rs of the Ch ukchi Sea and

12 the East Sibe ria n Seas and to pay the

13 State of A l a s k a  c o m p ens ati on for damages

14 from their loss.

15 BE  IT R E S O L V E D  BY TH E LE GI SLA TUR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

16 WH ER EAS Al a s k a n s  and other Am er ica ns r e m a i n  j u st ifi abl y grateful for

17 the fortitude sh ow n by Ca pt ain Thomas L o ng and the crew of the w h al ing bark

18 Nile from New London, Connecticut who, on August 14, 1867, were the first

19 to co nfirm the ex is ten ce of a 1,740 square mile is la nd in the Chukchi Sea;

20 and

21 WH EREAS Wr angel Island, named by C a pt ain L o ng after the former gover-

22 no r of R u ss ian A l a s k a  Ba ro n Fe rd ina nd P e tr ovi ch vo n Wrangel, is located

23 some 270 miles northwest of Cape Lisburne, Al as ka and is larger than the

24 State of Rhode Island; and

25 V/HEREAS C a p t a i n  Long was the first to sight and to desc rib e Wrangel

26 Island, the first r e co rde d landing on the island occurred August 12, 1881

27 w h e n  C a pt ain C a lv in L. Hooper, commander of the B e r i n g  Sea Patrol, a divi-

28 sion of the U.S. Tr e a s u r y  Department and as such, the de facto gove rno r of

29 Alaska, landed at C l ar k Ri ve r on the ea st ern coast of Wr angel Island and,
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1 w i th his fellow officers and John M u ir (who later fo unded the Si er ra Club)

2 raised the Am e r i c a n  flag and took po ss ess ion of the island in the name of

3 the U n i t e d  States; and

4 WH EREAS Ca ptain H o o p e r  was en gaged in a C o ng res sio na lly sp on sor ed

5 effort to rescue the J e a n n e t t e . a vessel en ga ged in Ar ct ic r e s e a r c h  that

6 was locked in ice floes and subsequently lost and therefore Ca p t a i n  H o o p e r

7 had the authority to cl a i m  Wrangel Island for the Un it ed States; and

8 WH EREAS Wr angel Is la nd became a part of the U n i t e d  States by right of

9 confirmed di sc ove ry and first po ss ess ion and, later, a pe rm ane nt settle-

10 m e n t ; and

11 V/HEREAS Wr angel Island and its nearby satellite island H e ra ld Island

12 were plac a by the Un it ed States Coast and Geod eti c Service w i t h i n  the

13 District and later T e rr ito ry and State of A l a s k a  in pu bl ica tio ns from 1900

14 th rough 1977; and

15 WHEREAS the De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and Be nnett were

16 first di s c o v e r e d  in the East Sibe ria n Sea, were claimed, and n a me d by U.S.

17 Navy C o mm and er George V/. De Long during his 1879 - 1881 ex p e d i t i o n  into the

18 A r ct ic who, w i t h  his crew, died w h en their ship, the J e a n n e t t e, was crushed

19 and sunk by ice floes; and

20 WH EREAS the first permanent settlement on Wr angel Island o c cu rre d v/hen

21 the Am e r i c a n  ship Si lv er W a ve landed a party on the island on S e p t e m b e r  15,

22 1921, and raised the Am e r i c a n  flag over the island under the d i r e c t i o n  of

23 Ca ptain Jack Hammer; and

24 WH ER EAS the party from the Si lv er Wave landed w i th pr ov isi ons for only

25 six months as they stated that they pl an ned to su stain themselves by hunt-

26 ing; and

27 WHEREAS the relief ve ss el in 1922 was bl oc ked by ice floes; and

28 WH EREAS w h e n  the relief vessel Do na lds on ar rived on Au gu st 23, 1923,

29 the only survivor of the 1921 ex pe dit ion was an Eskimo seamstress na m e d  Ada
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Alaska State Legislature
S e n a t e

Official Business Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811
SENATOR PAUL FISCHER

To: A l l  Senate F inance Committee Members

From Senator Paul F ischer

Date February 26, 1986

Subject: SJR 32

While I  m a in ta in  i t  i s  unnecessary fo r  the Alaska Senate to 
consu l t  w ith  our U.S. Senators i n  instances where 
in t e r n a t io n a l  issues are be ing addressed. I  took the 
suggest ion by members of the Finance Committee to  do so i n  
good f a i t h  and d iscussed SJR 32 w ith  Senator Murkowski.
The p re v io u s ly  d i s t r ib u t e d  backup m a te r ia l ,  and the 
in fo rmat ion  I  share w ith  the committee regard ing my 
conversat ion w ith  Senator Murkowski, should prov ide  the 
committee w ith  ample in fo rmat ion  upon which to base a 
d e c is io n .
Attached i s  a l e t t e r  of response which I  rece ived  from Senator 
Murkowski, as w e l l  as h i s  response to a Wall S tree t Journa l * 
e d i t o r i a l  which spoke i n  favor of U.S. c la ims of sovere ignty 
over Wrangel and the other c la imed is la nd s .

* Inc luded i n  the f i r s t  in fo rmat ion  packet.



L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r

K e e p  t h e  W r a n g e l l  W r a n g l e  o n  I c e

1 was Interested lo read your Nov. 13 
editorial "Border Dispute" about Wrangell 
Island and the U.S. Soviet maritime bound- 
ary discussions. Alaska has many ties to 
the boundary area and the Islands you 
mention. It was two Alaskans, thp Lomen 
brothers, who lost furs and trapping equip­
ment when the Soviet ship landed on Wran­
gell Island In 1924. The l/miens received 
compensation for Ihr personal property 
they lost In the 1959 Foreign Claims Settle­
ment Commission decision you men­
tioned.
Currently, many Alaskans depend on 

the resource rich waters In the Navarln 
Basin area of the Bering Sea for their live- 
llhntxl. Although your editorial made a 
number of valid points, I believe It Is Im­
portant to separate the question of whether 
the U.S. has ever exeried claims over 
Wrangell Island and other territories north 
of the Soviet Union, from Ihe negotiations 
now under way with Ihe U.S.S.R. over the 
boundary In the Navnrtn Basin. I under­
stand that the two Issues can be linked, hut 
It appears that our Interests would be bet­
ter served by resolving whatever Issues 
ran be addressed now. and working on the 
other Issues as farts become more clear.
The Navarln Basin Issue requires our 

Immediate attention because Sqvlet activi­
ties In the waters off Alaska have become 
Increasingly worrisome. This summer, the 
Soviets deliberately harassed U.S. drilling 
rigs involved In energy exploration In the 
Navarln Basin area. Soviet overflights of

rigs caused dangerous Interference In the 
safe operation of helicopters carrying 
American workers to ami from Ihe oil rigs. 
These Irrespoaslble Incidents Jeopardize 
the negotiations which we have been con­
ducting over the maritime boundary, and 
put the lives of Americans nl risk. The 
Slate Department protested the flights.

1 am monitoring the negotiations be­
cause I am concerned that our negotiators 
keep American energy, fisheries and stra­
tegic Interests foremost In their minds.. 
The waters off Alaska contain some of Ihe 
world's richest fisheries, and could also 
contain significant mineral deposits.
On the other Issues you mention, I have 

reviewed a great deal of material about 
claims over Wrangell, Henrlette and other 
Islands, and 1 confess that the record Is not 
clear. 1 believe Congress must be given a 
comprehensive review of Ihe dispute, and 
hear all sides before a Judgment Is made 
about ownership. In this regard, I am con­
sidering legislation to require our govern 
ment to give the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee a full report, which could pro­
vide a basis for future hearings. In add! 
tion, any treaty negollaled wllh Ihe Soviet 
Union that proposes to give up territory 
claimed by the U.S. will be subject lo rare 
ful review by the Senate before It Is rati 
fled,

Frank H. M ukkowuki <R„ Alaska) 
U.S. Senate

Washington

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL MONDAY. DECEMBER 2. 19Kf>
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Alaska State Legislature
S e n a t e

Official Business Senator Paul F is che r  Pouch V
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811
TO: A l l  Co-sponsors and F inance Committee members

FROM: Senator Paul F ischer /

DATE: February 10, 1986

SUBJECT: SJR 32

Enclosed, for your rev iew , i s  a copy of SJR 32 and re le van t  
backup m a te r ia ls .  The hear ing on t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  
scheduled for Tuesday, February 11, 1986 at 8:30am i n  the 
Senate F inance Committee Room.
The r e s o lu t io n  c a l l s  on the Un ited States government to 
reassert  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over the Is la nds  of Wrangel, Hera ld ,
H en r ie t ta ,  Jeannette , and Bennett together w i th  the surrounding 
outer c o n t in e n ta l  s h e l f  w i t h i n  the American waters of the 
Chukchi Sea and the Eastern S ib e r ia n  Seas and to  pay the s ta te  
of Alaska compensation fo r  damages from t h e i r  lo ss .
Th is  r e s o lu t io n  asks the U.S. Government to fo rma l ly  assert a 
c la im  of sovere ignty to these is la nd s  and the surrounding 
c o n t in e n ta l  s h e l f .  A formal c la im  w i l l  h e lp  ensure tha t  
n ego t ia t io n s  undertaken by the our government w i l l  r e ce iv e  a 
p u b l i c  hear ing . A sovere ign c la im  w i l l  a lso  have the e f f e c t  
of addressing ' la im s to l e g a l  ownership of po r t io ns  of Wrangel 
i s l a n d  by U.S. c i t i z e n s .
I n  the event the State Department dec ides to cede U.S. c la ims 
of sovere ignty over the is la n d s ,  a t rea ty  w i l l  be necessary.
A t rea ty  w i l l  requ ire  r a t i f i c a t i o n  by the Un ited States 
Senate. Th is  should guarantee our c la ims w i l l  re ce iv e  a 
thorough p u b l i c  rev iew .
I n  a d d i t io n ,  the Governor of Alaska i s  requested to i n i t i a t e  
appropr ia te  le g a l  c la ims for r e l i e f  before the U.S. Fore ign 
Cla ims Sett lement Commission, the U.S. Court o f Cla ims or 
other l e g a l  forums of the Un ited States as may be appropr ia te .
I  apprec ia te  your co-sponsorship and support. Passage of t h i s  
r e s o lu t io n  should he lp  ensure tha t  c la ims to U.S. sovere ignty 
w i l l  be considered i n  a f a i r  and open process.
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. ‘ * __ TQEXSCRT D e p a r t m e n t,
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Sir : Respectfully referring to the Senate resolatioo directing that the Secretary of the Treasury 
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opon the second cruise of the revenue steamer Corwin in the Arctic Ocean, and its accompanying 
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with the report and papers mentioned,

"Very respectfully,
H. F. FRENCH,

Acting Secretary.
Hon. George F. EmrtrxDs,

President pro tempore of the United Statet Senate.
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landed near the southeast cape, at the month o f  a 
river, in latitude 71° 4' ,  longitude 177* 4o ' 30' '  W ,-. 
T h e  e x tcn to f the new territory thus acquired is not 
definitely known, nor is likely to  be form in y  a cen­
tury, o r  until some considerable change has taken 
place in the polar climate, rendering the new land 
m ore attractive and m ore accessible. For at pres­
ent even its eouihm ost portion is almost constantly 
beset with ice o f  a kind that renders it all bat in­
accessible during both  the winter and summer, 
while to d ie  northward it extends far into the 
frozen ocean.

G oing inland, along the left bank o f  the river, 
we found it much larRer than it i t  first ippeared 
to be. There was no snow left on the lowlands o r  
any o f the hills or mountains in sight, exeeptingthe 
remnants o f  heavy drills ; nrveriheieis, it was still
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I hr land. ( fell relieved to l»e in clear water, nml «li«l not despair nf 
ultimate surer**.'*

The ninvriiirnt nf the ire due In llic sc! nf the currents mnde it 
nrcreciry in change p*Nilinn* several lime* iliirini/ ihe night. At 4:.1f) 
a.in. the f’ortri* again entered Ihe ire nnd Ihis lime with nil prepara­
tions made in reach ihr Innd hv rrimmu ihe ice if ncrrs.sury, usinir the 
sledges nnd taking along llic nkin I mat for missing any njren lends 
tfmt Might l*c cnrotiulcrrd. However. ns they fought their way rh*er 
lo the Innd ice mndilioim improved. Inside the ten-fathom curve they 
fnund much nf Hie icc aground while the floating poriiun was drifting 
pnnt mid ucrnsiunnlly shoaling op over the tup nf the grounded pieces. 
Navigation under these condition* was neither rfHiifnrtahlfl nnr nnfe. 
hut they *11 fell thnt Ihe Inml wns now neltiHlly within reach nnd they 
pushed nn. The captain's notes for that impottant day (see figure J) 
read i _

fHdtr. August 12. 1MI. Ul. TI-M Icri. ITT-It off Wraaale («le.| UM. 
Cot undor way at f:0S ana. and In lo«art the «nd of the l*«d and
Into lh* lev at 7:Of a rt). After a co*4 deal of b*mpln* and um**ilnc »* 
raachtd tha land and anchored la a amall clear apac* off Ih* mnuth of a 
■mall rlvar. Went an *&*ra and I oak pou^im la tha nam* of lh* U.3.

Thi* landinf i inquest ion a Idy established a valid claim lo Ihe arc* 
on the pan nf Ihe Hutled Slates. Muir i*i hi* tc.st any*, *'A nninhlc ad­
dition wns made to the nntiunal domain when Captain t'nlvin I#, 
ffouper Inndnl nn Wrangell [.and nnd took fnnnnl p^cssum in the 
name of the (hiitrd Stnlrs." letter the great Arctic explorer Vilhj.il* 
murSlrfTanvaoi in his linnif, Th e Ailvrntnrr nf Wrnmirl hlnml, describ­
ing an expedition undertaken in 1021 wrote. ",.. following JUKI . .. 
the island was ('idled Stales territory."

Many years later the Soviet elainusl lhal liieulcuaul \Yiangel had 
arluallv discovered Ihe island hut unfonuiinlely fnr their claim. Wrnn* 
gel hilii«elf in his H«ik, TUt ATvnofice «/ o Vnnnnt to the I'nlor Srnt 

in I A/ I'm r a 1 * 2 1 , 1 * 2 2 .  and t *2-7, ss Inch was w mini long cimugli after 
his rs|u*rirnrrs llinf he had plritlv of time In make nnv changes or 
rorrrcimns. wrote "with a painful firlinc of Ihr ioi|M»xnhility of over­
coming the nlwtarlrs with which nature had op|Hfs<s| ih, one last hope 
vannhrd of disrm-rriog the land which we yet hrlirve in exist ... we 
had done what diitv and honor demanded, foil her allempls would 
have been almnliilfly lio(»elrts and f •tended In rvlnrtt.** Wrangel br- 
ented nn his chart "fmm nalive reiwirl" the laud which "we lielievc lo 
exist" hut he plarrd i? some dislnmr west nf where il actually turned 
out to I* located.

Nn. 2I| IIImipkii* fJIJtCOVP.KY UF WIIANIIKI* ISLAND

A* .son 11 ns Ihe ufTiciMl >hnre pnriv had completed Ihe formalilirs 
of discovery, a caretul search ivns made nlnng lhr shnrr hi each direc­
tion fur evidenres ill' a landing nl any kind. After several hours nf 
.searching it Invame impovnhlc in reimHll al itnrhor mir longer and a 
Ron was lirrd In iceall oil •.linn* pnrlics. I.easiog nil American dag 
living and a complete record nl ihrir visit Hie f'orirta imw wnrKcd 

, her way out In ihe lend
She ivn.s soon ill nprii wnler niid looking all speed with slenn* and 

foiil across Ihe Arrlie tlcniM hot Ihis lime wilh Ihe Polar ire on her 
|Mirt hen III. I laving found no rivnrds nl Ihe Jnmnrttr on eilfjcr Herald 
Island or Wrimgcl Island, lor ihe \rry good rensnns as we now know 
that Ihe He I,nog parly had never louchcd on fiihrr nf them. the 
f'onriH was hastening lo I'niol H.irrow in hopes ol refNlenng nxsisf. 
anee lo Ihe /htairf Wrtmtrr in case she was Midi in Ihe ice. I In Ihe 
way, however, ihey il»r> wlmlrr* //«•*•/#• *#1 ami //#ia/w»»«- mnl
Irariicd fmm them llnil Ihe fb«air/ HV/».if/r had liern mfslnsl in Ihe 
ier and lhal pari nf her rrrw haul leaelnsl I'oiul Harrow. The remain­
der were si|p|H«N«s| in -fill lie on ihe pack. I'pon Iraniinr this the for- 
iriM skirlisl I hr Alaskan ciia.sl line closely ami kepi a mrrfnl wai.-li 
fnr signs of niiv who miehl have rrnclnsl lln* hilid l*fore Ihe ire nciil 
olTslmre. CoiHiani ntuinrt was nlvi made with Ihe native villages 
along Ihe wav and many reports uf Ihe wreck were reeriie*!. all of 
which were in some agrecinriit,

I'oiul llarnnv was reaehed on Augusl Ifi and vvrnil whalers, winch 
hnd arrived only r few limit* enflier, were I'mnnl al nnelwir llicie ihe 
ice having gone offshore ihe pi rvimis evening. The rrnr nf Ihr I  tom, I 

Wehktrr weie all at I'niut ItmrinV nml every man arrminlisl for Thee 
were divided up among ihe whnh rs except for tune men who h.ol ihrir 
till of whaling and "wanlrd nut," These were taken on l«ur«! ihr t •*/. 
win lo In* reliirurd lo eiiilixalmii ami eslia supplies were disirihufcd 
In llie oilier ships lo allow for lln* exlra hnuds taken alwcirsl

While Ihr 1 ‘uunn was al Haimw Ihe h.iik I  nn ♦/ VVsthr annul, 
hiitiging ihe first mail thcv had Mssmed since leaving Saif Ki.fî m'c 
the t,r»fnl 7*» n«/« * had -.nled iicin lln n* on .lorn* 11 >ou e she was h .»x*. 
ingul irtwe, hsidis! wilh surplus Hon* nml oil inuii ihr whaling ih • » ihe 
rrrw of Ihe f'/iricin sen I until vuks aUvird for llien* dear o*»es al Imoie 

tin Augnsi HI (he f sjiihsl fnr I '.i|*e I.hIiiiinr hoping in again
lake nsil I mm the mine, hut a strung multicast wind had kirknl up 
such a sen lhal Utoling risil tins mil of ihe «picslmii. The night of Ihe 
liinclietilli was llie liisl night il.ut rolihl l«e esille»l dark; milll then 
Hie nighls had lorrrlv Iwen Imitf iwilighls. tin Aogiisi 2* Hies- jowaI 
close III tlir I In Mil,sirs hill never s.iwr auv part n) | hem on ammnl nf

f iKiiif * I hr inlniMl j . . m.bI o,« Ul-««W-i* »i Uo
nrt»ln « *•*•« n .HMarolM* TSH —*»nr m m« mm* ai 

I*" frit <f«r nl Um> lamllM





• S E C O N D  C R U I S E  O F  T H E  S T E A M E R  C O R W I N .

* • *

The Corwin Bailed from SaD FraDcisco on May 4, 18S1, at 1 p. m., accompauied oat of the 
' harbor by the revenue Bteamers Rush end Hartley, and a number of vessels of the San Francisco 
jacbt fleet, under command of Commodore Harrison.

Moderate weather prevailed until the 15th instant, when, within 50 miles of Oonalaska Island, 
heavy gales aQd snow Btorms were encountered.

On the morning of the 36th the island was seen bearing northweBt, distant 40 miles. Soon 
after it began suowing and the weather became so thick that we were compelled to proceed with 
great caution, And did not reAcb' the entrance of the pass between Ounalaska and Onalga Islands 
until noon, when, owing to the rough state of the sea caused by a strong current running against 
the northwest gale which *as blowing, we were glad to turn back and run into Beaver Harbor, 
barely escaping the loss of oar boats.

The Onalga Pass, although very rough At times and subject to stroDg currents, is in many 
respects preferable to either the OnmiDak or Akootan Pass, especially to vessels bound to 
Onnala6ka. It contains no bidden dangers, and is safely navigable by all classes of vessels except 
as mentioned before, when a stroDg gale is glowing against the current- At such times the sea 
truly boils and loams, and it is advisable to wait nntil slack water before attempting to go through.

Beaver Harbor affords ample protection for a vessel under Bucb conditions. Although the 
water is deep, several good anchorages may be found near the 6hore, where ve66els can lie in 
safety.

On the 17tb of May we arrived at Ounalaska and hanled the vessel on the beach to repair the 
oak sheathing which had started off in many places. The oak beiDg very dry when put ou and' 
closely fitted, had bulged off upon becoming wet and swollen. After repairing it we took on 
board a supply of coal and water and niue months’ extra provisions. The latter were purchased 
from the Alaska Commercial Company with the understanding that, if not nsed, they were to be 
.returned without net to the Government.

The pa6t winter wa6 reported to have been unusually mild, although at this time the weather 
was quite cold and the iFlaDd covered with snow to the sea. The natives were suffering from an 
epidemic of pleuro-pneumonia, which proved fatal in a great many cases.

Ounalaska settlement, or IUulnck, baa been so often described that arepetition is unnecessary, 
bat to those who are not familiar with the snbject the following reference to it by the late Capt. 
George W. Bailey, U. S. K. M., will be found of interest:

OonaUaka it the largctt commercial port of the AJentian Itlandt, aod sow a port of entry. * * * It it aUo
the principal depot of the two large trading eoupaniet, the Alatka Commercial Company and the Weoiero Far and 
Trading Company. There it a fall prieet rttident at Oanalttka. and the church holding present* a creditable 
appearance, cboreh matters being conducted at thit nation on a aeemingly more proper ham than in any other pirt
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waler to wnlt for b more favorable chance. The icc «ei no closely packed around the vessel that 
the operation of fuming around, insisted by steam and anil, poles aud euiull spars to push ig'ninat 
the tcc, and ill means at our command, occupied Jnnl one hour. After several hours’ more bard 
work to reached the head of the lead. Although aodly disappointed ut thu failure of this third 
ittempt thin season to much the land, I  felt relieved to be aguiu lo clour water, and did Dot 
despair of ultimate buoccm.

While in the ico i  number of polar bears were seen near the vessel and ouo or two walrus. 
They showed no slgua of fear of ns, but a good deal of enriosity. Ouc of the bcara was Just making 
n breakfast of scnl, which be seemed to eujoy very much. It was evidently just killed, l>einc still 
bleeding, nnd the bear’s head, neck, breast, and foie legs being covered with blood. He seemed 
to be taking bis breakfast very leisurely, and after eating awhile would go awsy a few feet and 
roll and play like a kittCD. Although we were quite near him lie paid uo attoution, not cveu look­
ing at ns. During the day we were fortunate enough to get good observations for latitude and 
longitude, which, with the bearings already attained, gave ns a very close approximation to the 
position of the luDd. These were subsequently conlirmed by bcnriDgs and observations taken near 
the Innd off ita east coast. They Bhow the laud ou the American Hydrographic chart to be laid 
down 18 miles too far south, although the general trend of the coast is very nearly correct. After 
reaching open water we followed the edge of the eastern ice, which gradually changed the direction 
of its trend from southeast to east and nogtheast. • The weather, which had been very clear in the 
evening, had growu misty, so that tbe land became less distinct and seemed farther away during 
the afternoon. The trend of the ice was observed to be more to the northward, aud it was noticed 
tbal as the mist cleared away a little from time to time the suow-banks ou shore seemed nearer 
than at auy time before. Beariugs of onfe of these snow-banka taken from different points showed 
it6 distance to be oulv 13 miles. Soon after tbe edge of the pack fell back, so that we were enabled 
to steer a course almost directly for *be laDd. We bad just taken iu all sail and changed our 
course, when the lookout reported ice on the starboard, beam making off to the eastward as far as 
be could see, showiog that we had been runniog into a lead. This we courioued to follow until 
we carue to its end, where we fouud the ice heavy and closely packed. We had 15 fathoms of water, 
with stick} bottom, and judged ourselves to be about 8 miles from the land. I believed that no 
great difficulty would be encountered iD crossing on tbe ice to the land. Lieutenant Reynolds, 
Assistant Engineer Owens, Professor Muir. Mr. kelson, and Coxswain Gessler, having volunteered, 
were very anxious to make the attempt, but, owjDg to the mist aud fog, which, was rapidly shutting 
out tbe laud from our view, and the uncertainty of holding our position in tbe lead, I was com- 

‘ .pellt-d to withhold my couseDt at that time, but determined to try to hold on iu tbe lead until the 
fog should clear away. We observed the set of tbe current to be northeast, abont one knot per 
hour. Running back to the eastward a short distance, to where the lead was about 3 miles in 
width, we cntne io with tbe kedge, in 19 fathoms of water.

The constant changes UkiDg place in tbe position of the lead, owing to tbe set of the current, 
necessitated changing our position several times dnring the uigbt to avoid the ice. We got coder 
way at 4 a. tn. (Angnst 12). The mist began to clear away, giving ns occasional glimpses of the 
snow patches that lined tbe cliffs. We had made all necessary preparations for crossiog on the 
ice; the 6kin boat had been placed on rnnners, aud arms, ammunition, provisions, &c., served ont. 
At 4.30 we reached the end of the lead, which we jodged to be 8 miles from the laod, and which 
we found by bearing of points on shore that we could recognize aa those we had observed tbe 
nigbt before to have changed their position to the northward 8 miles during the night. Tbe ice 
appearing to be inoch less closely packed than on tbe previous evening, I determined to shorten 
up the journey over tbe ice by poshing in with tbe vessel as far as possible before embarking tbe 
party. Accordingly we entered the ice at 5J0 and worked in tbe direction of a place wbero tbo 
land appeared low, with high, dark-looking cliffs on each side. The ice. which was quite heavy, 
cootinned to open as we advanced, ontil, at 6.30, we ;ouid see tbe shore line distinctly, and, in the 
direction in which we were steering, wbat appeared to be a small space of open water adjoining 
the IbdcL As the ice still remained efficiently open to admit of forcing a way throngh it at the 
expense of a good deal of hard bumping, squeezing, aud pushing, hopes were entertained of reach­
ing the open apace of water with tbe vessel. The last 2 or 3 miles were made with a good deal 

3. Ex. 204 fl
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of difficulty. iDslde of tbe 10 fathom curvo we fouod much of tbe loe iproood, while the float­
ing portion was drifting: past and occasionally shooting up over tbe top of the grounded pieces. 
Navigation under inch circumstances was anything but aafe or apreoable. However, we felt that the 
laud wu oerlaiuly within our reach, and thought of Dothing but pushing abend. At 7.30 we reached 
tbe open apace and dropped anohnr wltblu > coble's length of the luod in 5 fathoma of water. We 
immediately landed and, raising tbe Arncricau flop, took possession In tbe nnmeof tbe Unitod States^ 
of America. We lauded at tbe mouth of a river, a hicb at this time was about 75 yards in widtb, 
although tbe entire distance between its banks was about 200 yards. Tbe cliffs in tbe vicinity of 
our landing plaoe were of & dark slate formation, and from 100 to 300 feet bipb. On the beach 
small pieces of aandatoDe, qnartr, and mica schist were found. The surface of tbe land where tbe 
slate bos weathered away is composed of sticky clay, and is but sparsely covered with vegetation. 
As observed from tbe ship, while cruising in tbe vicinity and also from tbe shore, it presents tbe 
general appearance of smoothly-rounded hills, which, towards the interior aud near tbe south side, 
are from 1,000 to 3,000 feet in height. The upper portion of tbe higher hills appeared more rupged in 
outline, as if composed of more enduring material, probably grouite. These summits resemble tboap 
seen od tbe Siberiau coast in tbe vicinity of Plover Bay, being entirely destitute, of vegetation, with 
occasional red patches probably indicating tbe presence of iron. Those near the coast are remark­
able for tbe smoothness and beauty of their outlines, and present here and there patches of greeD 
or gTay, according to tbe Datnre of tbe vegetation. On the beach near the moutli of the river we 
found a kyack paddle, a cask-slave, a piece of small spar, probably part of a boat’s mast, aud a 
piece of board about a foot in length bearing ax-mnrks. All these tbiugs were below the marks 
of extreme high water, and were undoubtedly brought there by the curreut. Although tbe beach 
showed undoubtedly signs of a rise and fall of tide, no tidal cbauge could be detected, probably 
ow'mg to tbe fresh southerly wiod which was blowiog. Tbe presence ' '  thi" drift matter on tbe 
beach would seem to indicate that tbe east coast of Wraogel Island was at times eotirely free from 
ice, though it does Dot necessarily follow, as it could easily have beeD carried through the pack to 
tbe shore by tbe coDStaDt twistiDg and tnrniDg to which it is at all time6 subject. I believe that 
it is a very UDUBual thing for tbe ice to leave any portion of WraDgel Island entirely. Onr stay on 
shore was necessarily short on accooDt of tbe strong northerly enrreut, which was sweeping the ice- 
_pack along with irresistible force. Much of tbe ice inside of 10 fathoms, as stated, was aground, bat 
not sufficiently firm to form any protection from the drifting mas3, tbe largest pieces of which were 
constantly beiug pushed and turned in every direction when strnck by tbe drift, and the utmost 
vigilance’ was required to avoid getting cangbt between the drifting RDd gTOUDded masses. At 9.30 
a. m., beiug tmable to maintain our position any longer, a gun was fired to recall the parnes sent • 
out to explore the cliffs in search of cairns or other signs of human life, aud we began to work out 
towards the lead, which we reached at 11 a. m. "We left the American flag flying aDd also a rec­
ord of our visit. We bad good observations duriDg tbe day, and found our landing-place to be 
in latitude 71° 04' north and longitude 177° 40' west. This is undoubtedly tbe part of tbe laud 
seen by Captain Kellett, R. N., in 1349, wbeD be discovered and landed on Herald Island, aud which 
since appeared on tbe British Admiralty charts as Plover Island, all bough erroneously laid down 
somewhat further to tbe eastward. We now know that Plover Island ba6 no separate existence, 
aDd that wbal Kellett saw was tbe main island. As there is no record of any oue else having seen 
tbe land previous to that date, or in fact until several years after, wbeu, in 1S7G, it was seen by 
nearly the eDtirp whaling fleet, all most accord to Captain Kellett tbe honor ol its discovery.

While steaming through the ice, iD our several attempts to reach the land, a number of species 
of sea-fowl were seen from time to time, and carefully noted by Mr. Nelson. Among these the 
most numerous were the marres and guillemots (Cria-arra aDd Uria-grylU), with numerous kitti- 
wake gulls (Larut tridactyhu Kotzebue) aud tbe common ice gull (Larvj glaucuj). More rarely 
siDgle individuals of tbe Sabine’s gull (Xema Sabinei) came circling about the ship. Nomerous 
small flocks of black-headed turnstones (Strqusilat melanocrphela) were seeD near shore, and two 
parties of coramoo eider ducks (5oi7vatcria nigra). Iu both instances the latter were females with 
their young. The second brood of eiders was seen swimming close along the shore and away from 
tbe mouth of tbe river as we made oar landing. On 6hore v e fooDd numerous soow-buDtiugs 
(PUctrophanet nivalii) and a snowy o wl (Syctra nirea), which, with a shrike picked up dead on the
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besob and \ solitary golden plover (C^nradniu /tilnu), oomplete tbe short list of Ismd blrdi aeeD. 
At n number of places on llie bllleidoe vre found tbe droppings of wild geese so numerous tbnt it 
was evident this plaoe must lave been a common resort for flocks of tbese birds earlier In tbe 
kosou. Tbelr ibseuce nl tbe time of our landing Is easily accounted for by tbe fact tbli v u  tbe 
time wbeu tbe geese sbed tbelr large wing feathers end lose tbe power of flight. As this aeaeon 
comes on they cougregnte In large flocke in low mnnsby Isnd nod remain until their new growth of 
feather* enables them to spread over the couutry tgalo a month or sis weeks later.

Saddle backs sod hoir seals were rather common among tbe ice, aud in addition there was ft 
small species of hair seat unknown upon tbe American coast and perhaps new to science. "Walrus 
were not rare on tbe outer edge of tbe pnek, and tleir foe, tbe polar bear,twaa seen almost every 
time we entered tbe ice; on several occasions it u os seen swimming in tbe water several miles from 
tbe pack. Ujkmi tbe hilltops on shore wrre fouud nnmerons burrows of some auimoil, probably 
white l'ox (Canit lagopxu), as some tracks of that animal were fouud mingled with those of tbe 
polar bear in tbe mud along tbe bauks of tbe river. Stranded on tbe sand bar at the mouth of 
tbe river lay tbe skeleton of a whale (Balana myttioet\u). which closes the list of mammals observed.

Numerous small flsbj from two to four inches long, end having large beads, were brought to the 
surface by rolling masses or ies as it was turned over by contact with tbe vessel in her passage 
through it. Tbese are called by tbe whalers ice-fish. No specimens were obtained, unfortnuately.

The following plants we collected: Grasses, three varieties; dwarf willow, phlox, saxifrage, 
sibbaldeu, draba, potentilla, anemone, pnpaver, veronica, artemisia, carex, stellaria, three; mosses, 
three; lichens, five; nod fonr composite. In many places wbere the snow remained iu the ravines 
aud in banks against tbe 6teep cliffs, it presents tbe peculiar reddish color caused by tbe presence 
of Protococciu nivali*, commonly called red snow. This is ft minnte plant with which tbe surface 
of the snow is often covered in high latitudes. It was seen and its appearauce described by Sir 
John Ross in 1S18, aud by Sir Edward Parry in 1827, bnt its true character was not understood 
nctil many years later, when it became known as a vegetable growth.

Upon taking possession of this land in tbe name of tbe United States, tbe name b*ew Colum­
bia was provisionally given to it. Tbe provision being tbe approval and concurrence of that 
portion of tbe Government having the anthority to issue charts, &c., the decisioo of that body 
was adverse to my suggestion, and by its action I cheerfully abide not only on account of iu 
undoubted rigbt to decide according to its own judgment iu this and all other matters over which 
it has jurisdiction, but because the size of the island, as now knowo, does not justify the bestowal 
of a name of this character, the name of one of tbe early Arctic navigators being much more appro­
priate. At tbe time I suggested the change or name I believed tbe land to be an island and had 
so reported it to tbe Department, but I supposed it to be considerably larger than it baa proved. 
In tbe report of my first cruise in tbe Corwiu, submitted November 1,1BSI, page 50,1 say, in refer­
ence to this land:

The part of Wrangel Land which we u* covered so arc of the boriion of eboat fifty degree* from northwest 
qosrtrr north to west quarter tooth (true), end wa» diiteot from 25 milt* on tbe former be&riog to 35 or 40 on tbo 
Utter. Od the south were throe uooataini, probably 3,000 feet high, entirely covered with snow, tbe central one 
presenting a conic*] appearance and tbo other* abowing •lightly rooDdod tope. Northward of the*e mouuUina wu a 
chain of rounded bill*, those near the eea bring lower and nearly free from aoow, while the back billa, which probably 
reach an cleratiod of 2,0o0 feet, were qoita white; to the north of the northers bearing given the l&Dd eod* entirely 
or become* very low. The atmosphere vu vary clear, and we coaid easily bare »een aoy land aboTo tbe horizon 
a il bin a diataoce of 00 or 70 milê  bnt nci* except that described eoold bo aeon from the maai-beed. .

Again, on page 52,1 say:
I am of the opinion that Wrsogel Land ie a large r̂ote.bty one of d. chain that ytaaca entirely throogb the

polar rrgioDa to Greenland ; that there la other land to the sort- viieis c»t. v ■ large number* of
grtM and other iqaatic bird* pu. Point Barrow going north in tb* spnng, and retn'tiing in Aogsst and September 
with tbeir yoong. A* it i* well known that the** birdi breed ouly on land, thie fact ntoai be regarded a* proof of the 
exiatcnce of land in tbe Dorth. Another rtaaon for tnppoamg that then ia either a continent or a chain of ialaod* 
paaaiog throogb the polar region* i* tbe fact tbat, notwithstanding the vaat amount of heat diffused by tbe warm oar- 
rent paaaiog ihroogb Bering Straita, the icy bamer ie from *ii to eight degree* farther eooth on thia aide than on the 
Greenland aide of the Arctic Ocean, rbere tba Umperalora ia mnch lower.
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ABSTRACT
The dispute over rightful sovereignty to Wrangell Island today continues as an international issue of the Arctic. The Soviet Union. United States, the United Kingdom, and Canada at one time or other have asserted interests over this frozen piece of tundra and mountain. The proximity of the island to both the U.S. and Russia has great strategic value in our push-button nuclear age. The issue itself has implications for the resurgence of American military might, for superpower detente, and for international law.
The history of Wrangell Island is filled with courage and tragedy. It is a talc of kidnapping and death.
The valiant Captain Calvin L. Hooper, the de facto governor of the Alaska territory, was the first to land on Wrangell Island. He claimed the island for the United States which perfected this claim through effective occupation in accordance with international law.
The Soviet government seized control of Wrangell Island ia 1924 and look American citizens into custody. This act is held to have been in violation of international law and American statutes that sought to protect U.S. territorial rights.
Hcncc the Soviet Union is believed to have occupied Wrangell Island illegally until the present time. International law does not allow any nation to gain sovereignty in such a fashion. The U.S. sovereignty over Wrangell has never been legally ceded to~ the Soviet Union, cither on account of treaty or due to U.S. inaction.

RESUME
La question de la souverainete legitime sur I’ile Wrangell demeure encore aujourd’hui une des question internationalcs les plus chaudement disputces de I’Arctiquc. L'Union Sovrtique. les Etats-Unis. Ie Royaume-Uni. et Ie Canada, ont pus a un moment ou a un autre, exprime quelque interct dans cette ile montagneuse couverxe dc toundra. La situation de file a proximite des Etats-Unis et dc I'U.R.S.S. revet une grande importance a I’age dc I’armcment nucleaire. La question en litige a des consequences sur Ie ren- fotccment de la puissance militairc americaine, la detente des grandcs puissances, et Ie droit international.L'histoire de ITie Wrangeil est empreinte de courage et dc dramc. C'est une histoirc d'enlevemeni et de mort.
Le vaillant capitaine Calvin L. Hooper, gouverneur de facto du tcrriioirc de I’Alaska. fut le premier a atteindre I'ile Wrangell. II prit possession de I’ile pour les Etats-Unis. qui confirmerent cette pretention territoriale par I'occupation effective de I'ile. en confor- mite avec le-droit international.
En 1924. le gouvernement sovieiique prit par la force le conttole de I’ile et deplaqa les citoyens americains qui y etaient eiablis. Ce geste constituait une violation des lois internationalcs et des lois americaines concernant la protection des droits territoriaux des Etats-Unis.

* Dr. Nolan is Assistant Counsel to the President of the United States.
t Mr. Seidenberg is Vice-President of an American corporation, living in Seal Beach. California.

L'Union Sovieiique a depuis occupe a tort I’ile Wrangell. Le droit international ne pcrmet pas a un pays d'acquerir de cette faqori la souverainete sur un territoire. La souverainete des Etats-Unis sur I’ile Wrangell n'a jamais ete legalement ccdec a I'Umon Sovieiique que ce soil par voie de traite ou encore par la non-intervention des Etats-Unis.
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Extensive exploration of the Arctic did not occur until 
the nineteenth century. It is nor. surprising that Wrangeil 
Island.1 one of the largest yet most inaccessible islands 
in the Arctic did not become known to the world until 
this time.

Wrangell Island is located eighty-five miles oif the
northeast coast of Siberia and two hundred seventy 
miles northwest of Cape Lisbourne. Alaska. It stradcles 
the 180° meridian and the 71° parallel and en­
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0 3  i1*1 3 painful feeling of the impossibility of overcoming 
the obstacles which nature opposed to us. our last hope 
vanished of discovering the land which we believed to exist. 
We saw ourselves compelled to renounce the object for 
which we had been striving through three years of hardships 
and danger.'0

compasses an area of two thousand square miles. As 
with other islands in the Arctic Ocean, accessibility is 
limited by thick fog and sea ice. Impenetrable ice floes 
block access even to its southern shore for at least ten 
months of each year.

Four nations have asserted interests over this island 
— the United States, the Soviet Union, the United 
Kingdom, and Canada. The superiority of the claim by 
the United States can best be understood when placed in 
the perspective of arctic history and international law.

Early recorded explorations into the Arctic did not in­
tend to lay formal claim to, and take effective oc­
cupation of, arctic territory. Without these elements 
sovereignty will not arise over discovered land. The 
Greek navigator Pytheas of Massilia made the first 
recorded voyage into the Arctic Ocean in the fourth cen­
tury, B.C.E.. but was turned back by fog and ice.-' The 
next recorded voyage into the Arctic of any significance 
was by a Norse chief named Ottar who sailed into the 
White Sea. after passing the Kola Peninsula,4

By the sixteenth century, England and other maritime 
nations sought better trade routes to the Orient than the 
long and arduous routes around the Cape of Good 
Hope and Cape Horn. In the year 1553 English 
merchants organized voyages to China by the Northeast 
Passage across the top of Europe and Asia.5 In 1594 the 
Dutch navigator Willem Barents sailed into the Kara 
Sea.0

A Cossack trader named Simon Dezhnev sailed 
eastward from the Kolyma River in the summer of 
1648. The natives of eastern Siberia told him of a “ large 
country” lying to the north of Chukchi and Alaska. He 
was the first white man to hear of this land called 
Beringia.7

In 1763, another Cossack named Andreyev heard of 
this land and traveled to the Medvezhi Ostrova to find it. 
He claimed to have seen a large land to the East from 
that island location. However, six years later three 
Russian surveyors named Leontev, Lesev, and 
Pushkarov confirmed that there was no land that could 
be seen from such location.* Mirages of islands are not 
uncommon in the Arctic. This factor, added to the dif­
ficulty of obtaining star readings for location deter­
minations in arctic fog, have often made land sightings 
unreliable.

Baron Ferdinand Petrovich von Wrangell, a 
,lcutenant in the Imperial Russian Navy, also heard the 
t3|e of the iand’s existence from the Chukchi chiefs of 
Siberia. Between 1820 and 1824 he commanded several 
•-xpediiions in search of the island but he never saw it. let 
,lone lar>d on or occupy it.’  In April of 1824, at the end

nis >ast arctic expedition. Wrangell wrote:

Despite this failure. Wrangell gained worldwide fame 
as an arctic explorer. He later became Governor of 
Russian America. Yet he was never to land upon the 
island that would bear his name in his honour.

During the mid-nineteenth century, England, still 
looking for a short-cut to the Orient, attempted to find a 
Northwest Passage. In 1845 Sir John Franklin left 
England with a company of 129 to travel over the top of 
America to Petropavlovsk, Kamachatka. By September. 
1846, the expedition’s ships had become locked in an ice 
pack twelve miles from King William Island.

On 11 June 1847 Sir John Franklin died. On 22 April 
1848 the ships E r e b u s  and T e r r o r  were deserted and 
what was left of their crew started on a hopeless march 
to safety. No one survived."

By 1848 the Royal Geographical Society became 
concerned over the ships’ disappearance and the British 
Admiralty agreed to its request to organize a search. 
The United States and Canada also organized searches 
for the missing ships.

On 6 August 1849, Captain Henry Kellett. R.N., of 
H.M.S. H e r a l d , one of the Franklin search vessels, 
arrived at a small island west of Cape Lisburn*: Upon 
landing K.eiletf io^k possession and. named the island 
Herald. aHSr hfi S-sfiips He hoisted the Union Jack and 
claimed the island on behalf of Queen Victoria.

Kellett sighted a large land mass beyond Herald 
Island to the west which he called Plover in honor of 
another Franklin relief expedition ship. Whereas no land 
mass existed at the position noted by Kellett on 
navigation charts, it may have been a mirage rather than 
Wrangell Island. In any event, no further landing or ex­
ploration was made.

Six years later, on 13 August 1855 Captain John 
Rogers, in his flagship the U.S.S. V i n c en n e s . reached the 
position ascribed to Plover Island, also known as Kellett 
Land on the Admiralty charts.15 When there was no 
land to be seen from the clear horizons, the charts by the 
Depot of Charts and Instruments of the U.S. Navy were 
changed accordingly. It should be noted that the 
•Russian author Shvede gives credit to the American. 
Rogers, for discovering Wrangell Island14 on that 
Congressionally authorized voyage.15

The United States’ legal rights in the northwest of the 
North American Continent have a foundation in the
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•• Treaty of Adams-de Onus of 22 February 1821 which 
ceded Spanish rights in Oregon Country to the U.S.14 
The United States’ claims to northern pans of the 
Oregon Country (now southern Alaska) are based, in 
part, upon voyages of discovery and annexation by Don 
Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra and Don 
Ignacio Aneiga for the Spanish Government between 
1775-1779.17

H.I.M. Tsar Aleksandr Pavlovich of Russia issued a 
ukase in 1821 banning “ transaction of Commerce, and 
the pursuit of whaling and fishing or any other industry 
. . .  all along the North West Coast of America from the 
Bering Sea to the 51st parallel.” 18 This coast was part of 
the area ceded to the United States by Spain in 1821. 
The Tsar's ukase prompted U.S. President Monroe, in 
his message to Congress on 2 December 1823, to 
proclaim the Monroe Doctrine. A compromise was 
reached on 11 January 1825. The United States gov­
ernment ceded the coast of America north of the 54° 40’ 
parallel to the Imperial Russian Government as part of a 
Treaty of Navigation and Fisheries of the Northwest 
Coast.1'*

As will be seen, this accord was superseded by the 
Seward-de Stoechl Treaty in 1867 which ceded Russian 
America to the United States. The 1825 treaty has no 
bearing on sovereignty over Wrangell Island which was 
undiscovered at the time.

By the middle of the nineteenth century, Russian in­
terests in expansion beyond the Asian mainland waned 
just as American interest in expanding to the West in­
creased. The loss of the Crimean War illustrated the 
vulnerability of the Russian Empire at its extremities.

The Russian govemmea!,' fearing that its American 
colony was no longer defensible and recognizing its 
economic liability, sold.tti® North; American lands to the 
United Statea for 7.2 million dollars on 2Q June 1867.20 
This convendoa between the govenmrents; o f Russia-dhd 
the United ■ States.cndftd- '“tnimi t~
sovereignty east of thft;

On 18 October 1867 the Tsarist double eagle flag was 
lowered over Novoarkhangelsk, the capital of Russian- 
America. and the Stars and Stripes was hoisted over the 
renamed city of Sitka. Alaska was now a possession of 
the United States.21

The'Office Of the Solicitor. U.S. Department of State, 
determined after a review o f  the documents leading.up 
to and including the Seward-de Stoechl Treaty "that the 
Emperor of all the Russias ceded to the United States 
certain territories, and that the United States on its pan 
entered into no commitment which could be interpreted 
as an understanding not to press claims to any land west 
of the particular line above described”22 Therefore.

there can be no inference that the United States ceded 
sovereignty to any as yet undiscovered island to the 
west of the Diomede Islands.

During this period the American whaling industry ex­
panded into arctic waters. On 14 August 1867 Captain 
Thomas Long of .New London ‘ Connecticut, sailed his 
whaling bart; jVffe ilong,a, qreit some,thirty miles north 
of the route navigated by U.S.S. V i n c en n e s  some twelve 
years earlier. A seaman named Thomas sighted land 
(Cape Thomas) to the northeast from the ship’s mast­
head Captain.; Long, named this territory “ Wrangell’s 
Land’’ as: air appropriate tribute to the memory of the 
Russian explorer whou spent'three consecutive years 
above the 69th1 'parallel.'2* Long also was the first to sight 
the identifying volcano of more than 2000 feet in height 
on Wrangell Island. He sailed past the southern shore 
and returned to the port of Honolulu. Between 1868 and 
1869 the news of the American discovery of 
“ Wrangell’s Land” spread worldwide. Geographical 
Societies in the United States and Europe honored 
Captain Long for his discovery.24

Other American whalers ~  the capt^Jui Raynor 0f 
the R e i n d e e r , Philips of the A/cnrice//o, gnd Bllver of tfv. 
N a u t i l u s  also confirmed the sighting of the large land 
mass dlseovW«f by1 Thbftwrs* Long. They spread their 
belief that Wrangell was not an island but a frozen con­
tinent similar to that at the South Pole & speculation 
that prompted the New York H e r a l d  u outfit ?n ex­
pedition in 1879, led by Naval Lieutenant George 
Washington De Long, to Wrangell Island and then the 
North Pole.23 De Long and his ship, i h e  / ea t in eLUU- 
formerly called the P a n d o r a ,  never made it. The 
J e a n n e t t e  became locked in ice floes and drifted 
westward past Wrangell Island where it was crushed 
and sunk in the summer of 1881.

Fearing for the fate of De Long, the U.S. Congress in 
early 1881 authorized one hundred and seventy-live 
thousand dollars for a search. The J e a n n e t t e  reiiet ships, 
the U.S. Revenue Marine Steamer, the T h o m a s  C o n v in  
and the U.S.S. J o h n  R o g e r s  entered the Bering Sea in 
the summer of 1881. Commanding officer of the C o rw in  
was Captain Calvin Leighton Hooper.

Hoc per at the time commanded the Bering Sea Patrol 
of the U.S. Revenue Marine, which made him the d e  
f a c t o  Governor of Alaska. During the spring of 1877, 
jurisdiction of the District of Alaska was transferred 
from the Department of War to the Treasury De­
partment. Treasury in turn placed Alaska under the 
charge of the U.S. Revenue Marine from that year until 
I884.26 Hooper clearly had authority at that time to dis­
cover and claim sovereignty over land on behaif of the 
United States.27 The C o r w in also carried aboard a com­
plement of sciifirnTtsT̂ ftTese included the world re­
nowned naturalist. John Muir, who was later to found 
the Sierra Club.

3



7 tjL U & 'X U J B Z -T x a \& k i a i » T 3 ; ^ j t f w « a i ’  iu a a ^ sa g c u s a s  w kw  w w ^ b w

The C o rw in  'anded on Herald Island in hopes of 
llndiniz the J e a n n e t t e  or its crew. Unsuccessful in the 
rescue attempt. Hooper valiantly forced his ship through 
heavy ice floes to Wrangell Island to the west.2*

On 12 August 1881, Hooper. Muir, and their pan^tof 
six made the first rixoirded landing by man upon 
Wrangell Island^Edward W. Nelson, a member of the 
landing party later noted.

The result of our examination of the Island, so far as we saw. 
gave not the slightest evidence of its ever having been visited 
In man before. All subsequent examinations of Wrangell 
Island by those who have visited it later appear to establish 
the fact that the landing party from the Corwin contained the 
lirst men to set foot on this island.

Landing at the mouth of the Clark River on the 
eastern side of the island. Hooper and his fellow officers 
raised the American flag and took possession of 
Wrangell Island in the name of the United States. While 
Hooper and Muir explored the island, other party 
members erected a rock cairn and deposited documents 
recording the significant event. William Reynolds, a 
member of the party, recalled:

I had the llag and with the Captain’s permission waved it and 
took possession of the r.frw land in the name of liberty and of 
the Government of the United States of America. I planted 
the Hag on a blufT a little to the northwest of our landing 
place and left i; there together with a record of our visit.

Hooper called the island ’‘New Columbia."’ He ex­
plained.

It was believed that as the island had become, by our act of 
landing upon it. a part of the United States, by selecting a 
name of national character, no disrespect would be shown to 
the memory or offense given to the friends of the gallant of­
ficer whose name it bore, and that the name given would be 
adopted by all nations.u

The name “ New Columbia” never replaced Wrangell, 
however.

Captain Hooper cold Captain L. C. Owens of the 
American whaler B e l v e d e r e  of his plan to annex 
Wrangell Island to the United States prior to landing 
(here. The B e l v e d e r e  became the second ship to land at 
Wrangell on 19 August 1881. “ As soon as we got 
ashore we saw the signal planned by Lieutenant 
Reynolds, a small American ensign fastened to a slender 
piece of driftwood, driven into the soil.” confirmed a 
B e l v e d e r e  crew member.33

OrvJML August I88Fya fcfcrty ftom tffeU r t g i e n T M n e  
other relief ship, landed ori Wrangell filartd.jTfcry'com­
pleted an ofnciai survev for ̂ JiLSi Gdv^mtneht’dn t>3 
September d fcTH*' sam f ydar^ One crew expedition 
proceeded overland to the mountains, where a general 
view of land and water could be obtained. Another

group found the cairn left by the C o rw in ,  and depositee ‘ 
copies of the documents contained therein, taking the 
originals for the Navy’s report. The crew of the U.S.S. 
R o g e r s  also raised the American flag over Wrangell 
Island.13 The crew determined that its new U.S. 
possession was not a continent but a large island.

Major E. W. Clark, the Chief of the United States 
Revenue Marine Service, informed the U.S. Coast and 
Geological •'Survey1 'itt - j 881 of ther annexation of 
WrangaWlildntf td' rfte’tfmfed States. The U.S.C. &  G.S. 
o f' thê 1 ! Treasury Department determined that 
Wpangelt Island should b* included In* the District of 
Alaska,^

Bcfcw«e&tth«-:yearfc 1881 and L9I0 Wrangell Island 
w^yj«t#i*si$usveJy by Americans. These were most­
ly wfcftteraotalwairus and seal hunters. On 8 September 
ISSfeihSe U.&S5 F^e/tsr^^^iWrahjjII Island while 

Ocean, • “ showmg . the American 
In the.year-15iO.Captain i l^ ^ a e ^ H e d  the

with a
motion picture company from Hollywdcki, which filmfed 
a polar bear hunc*

p« »

deaigdaadnrA

coper’s 
ited

i m t S d
ncluded Wrangell Island as 

Encyclopedia 
cehtury-:also chow the same

In 1910 the Imperial Russian government, interested 
in compiling hydrographic charts to facilitate shipping 
routes from Kolyma to Vladivostok, commissioned two 
steel ice-breaking ships, the V a i g a t c h  and T a im y r .  On 
16 September 1911 the V a i g a t c h  anchored in a cove off 
Blossom Point at the southwest corner of Wrangell 
Island while taking shelter from a gale from the 
northeast.36 Its captain sent a landing party ashore on 
15 September via whaleboat and motor launch to es­
tablish the correct astronomical position by celestial 
observation. The landing party found a coal deposit and 
erected a ten meter structure to establish the 
astronomical position of the landing place before 
leaving.

The Russians then circumnavigated the island, but 
unfortunately at a distance too far to contribute to the 
definite outlining of the coast.31 This was the only visit 
that the Russians ever made to the Wrangell Island 
before 1924. nor did they ever make any claim to the 
island during their stay.

In 191 1 Dr. R o 11 i n Harris, an American 
oceanographer, again raised interest in the possibility of 
an as-yet-undisc;>vered arctic continent. He hypothe-
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sized the existence of "Harris Land" to explain tidal 
movements in the Arctic Ocean.

In 1913 the National Geographic Society planned to 
finance an expedition to the Arctic to find this new land. 
Sir Robert Borden, Prime Minister of Canada, asked 
and received permission to finance the expedition for 
fear that Americans might make new discoveries north 
of Canada for the United States.18

Vilhjalmur Stefansson. a Canadian who had gro#m 
up on the plains of North Dakota, was chosen to lead 
the expedition. The Canadian government directed 
Stefansson that "any new or partly unknown lands 
which the expedition would touch would be observed, 
position fixed, and the British flag would be planted on 
these lands."59

Stefansson's flagship was thr whaldr K a r l u k  under 
the mastery of Captain Robert A. Bartlett. Bartlett was 
a U.S. citizen who had commanded the ship R o o s e v e l t  
for the Peary and Henson expedition to the North Pole 
during the years 1905 to 1909. The K a r l u k  suffered th£ 
tragic fate of other vessels and became caught in arcitc 
ice. drifted west along the north coast of Alaska, and 
eventually sank. For two months the survivors walked 
south across the polar ice cap, arriving a .̂VVranijril

Figure I. "Mugpi" —  Mrs. Ruth Ipalook. daughter of "Auntie" 
Kiruk. Eskimo seamstress on the Karluk. Mrs. Ipalook now 
lives near Barrow. Alaska. She and William McKinlay. a Scot­
tish schoolmaster who served on the Canadian Arctic Ex­
pedition of 1913-18 as magnetician and meteorologist, are the 
only living survivors of the disaster.

Island on 12 March 1914. Two members of the ship's 
crew, John Munro anc Robert Tet pieman, raised the 
Canadian flag over Wrangell Islano :n celebration of 
Dominion Day. 1 July 1914.

Of course. Wrangell Island had already been formally 
claimed by the United States, and the previous es­
tablishment, o£ sovereignty served to cut ofTsub­
sequent .rival claims. Furthermore, Great Britain had 
transferred jurisdiction of her rights to islands in the 
Arctic Ocean to the Canadian Government in 1880.40 
Therefore, whatever pretention to sovereignty Great 
Britain might have had to Herald and Wrangell Islands 
by virtue of the voyage of the H.M.S. H e r a l d  in 1849. or 
the landing on Wrangell in 1914. now belonged to 
Canada.

The;-shipwrecked" members o f- the K a r l u k  also 
recognized the prior discovery- of Wrangell Island.. 
B a r tie tc later. ;wro l e t  haty we passed Hooper cairn, which 
was l̂ ulitnb»i,» paitty ftrom the U.S. Revenue cutter 
C o rw im  in August. 18*81. see. was
still intact."41

Captain Bartlett and an Eskimo crew member. 
Kakatovik. walked across the ice pack to summon help. 
Upon Bartlett’s reaching Alaska, Captain William E. 
Reynolds, U.S.R.C.S., immediately ordered a rescue 
attempt. On 7 September 1914 the American ship K i n g  
a n d  W i n g  picked up the happy survivors on Wrangell 
Island (Figure 1). Not knowing that the K a r l u k  sur­
vivors had already been rescued, the T h o m a s  C o rw in  
landed at Wrangell a few days later. The same ship that 
thirty-three years earlier had carried Hooper to claim 
the island, re-established the flying of the U.S.-Qag over 
Wrangell Island.

After the K a r l u k  survivors were transferred to the 
U.S. Revenue Cutter B e a r ,  they were transported to the 
ship’s home port of Unalaska where the port com­
mander, William Reynolds (who in 1881 had landed on 
Wrangell with Hooper) told Bartlett that the island was 
indeed part of Alaska.

On 13 November 1916 a challenge to U.S. 
sovereignty over Wrangell Island came from a different 
source.,The imperial RuMiiAoJ {̂5aj5y_inJWashington 
presented a memorandum tc the U.S. Department of 
State regarding Russia’s claim, to lands in the Arctic. It 
claimed that. Wrsngdl Bland.'Alaska. .was one of tht 
islandstij^hich;.“/orm an extension Northward of the 
ConUn^nqd. t̂ Jl,eland of Siberia."42 Tfos argument. like 
that of the.sphere -oLinflueflce,,.continuity, or sector 
theory to the Pole has no validity in international law.4' 
Before this claim could again be pressed the Imperial 
Russian Government was overthrown by the 
Bolsheviks. World events were to continue to play a ma­
jor part in the issue of sovereignty over Wrangeil.

s
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On 7 July 1918 Allied Commanders, and an army 
that included Japanese troops, assumed protection of 
the city of Vladivostok. The threat of the Japanese tak­
ing an imperialistic hold in eastern Siberia caused con­
cern. just as the expansion of power by the Bolsheviks 
had done formerly. In 1920 Stefansson became worried 
that the Japanese government, in their desire to control 
eastern Siberia, might try to take Wrangell Island. He 
observed. "I felt certain that within a year of two they 
would realize the coming importance of Wrangell Island 
and would occupy it."

Great Britain. Japan, and the United States were 
allied against the Bolsheviks. However, if the Japanese 
(future Pacific rivals to the United States) were to oc­
cupy Wrangell Island, it would be difficult to oust them 
in favor of the Bolsheviks. Therefore, Stefansson met in 
Ann Arbor. Michigan, with Allen Crawford, a 
Canadian, and Sir Auckland Geddes. 3ritish Am­
bassador to the U.S.. for the United Kingdom to plan an 
expedition to secure Wrangell Island and also to 
promote their own economic interests.

Crawfoed led, a! ;party.;tha2-included ■ foiw1 Americans
on Ok.American. $hip SUvet.H'av*. .When  they-Jended 
on WFangeii-kIancL.an.-15.'S«peerniber< 1931. tbr-;crew 
raised tbe Slars<>.aii4 Stripes cv*«> the island under 
Captain. Jack HammerV direction. On 16 September 
1921 Crawford raised the Union Jack over Wrangell “ in 
the name of the King and the Empire" as a continuation 
of Stefansson’s “right to the island already established 
by the Stefansson Canadian Arctic Expedition of 1913- 
18 and the shipwreck of the Ka r lu k ." *5 He did not tell 
anyone aboard the S i l v e r  W a v e  that he had raised the 
British flag over the island.

In 1922 it became a c a u s e  c e l e b r e  in the British and 
American press that Stefansson and company had 
“ claimed" Wrangell Island, Alaska, as part of the 
United Kingdom. Anglo-American relations became 
strained over an island in which Great Britain had 
shown no interest since the discovery of Herald Island in 
1849.

The Crawford vdtt^rovisioRS for. .only
six months, j^lroed^^wistain themselyes
with hunting. StawggfrafMtef mission in. 1922.was 
blocked by ice floes.. When H|rp|d NoidS arrived atfoard 
rhc relief ship D drh r ld s on  o h  id^Atigusf 192J7onIyjm 
Eskimo seamstffi«L fyyvived^og-
the ongiifil group. A ne& party by cha'Hei Wells pf 
Uniontown._ Pennsylvania continued, setUcmepi.oC .the 
is la n d .

When Stefanssbh'realfzed m i#£fthartWCafciicfian 
government wouIH nbt back a sovereignty dairrt^sfo 
d om in iun r  d lH t t tun t  rights * he sbid' hii11 title* 'drid' his 
d om in ium  u ti l e  interests in Wrangell Island to tbe*

Lomen Brothers company of Nome. Alaska (Figures 
2(a) and 2(b),). On 13 May 1S24 Secretary of State 
Charles Evans Hughes declared that the Lomen 
Brothers were the owners o f the island (Figure 3). On 18 
June o f that year, the British Colonial Secretary stated 
in a confidential dispatch: “The United States Govern­
ment is thought to have a strong, if not indisputable, 
claim to the Island.’**53

Qa 20 August 1924. the Soviet gunboat R e d  Q c i o p e r  
landedijWfcs.Wj'Adgcll. Island, armed with a six-pound 
cannon, and a  company of Soviet infantry. The Soviets 
took .b r /T orce jtn d  the.other thirteen Americans on 
the island; and- told: them they were being taken to 
Alaska. Instead they were forcibly taken > to 
Vladivostok.*1* The Soviet officials confiscated all the 
pelts >yhieh-411*;-.trappers had accumulated during the 
Watv&r :months; or*-, the.island.*-7. Following <in- 
terycntiOOiby-dictJ^LiGonisui atHaritm, Manchuria, the 
Sovtacar.'rfllfcaMcb l̂wtwetve'AEiericaiw stitt living. The
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ernment’s position has not changed. Captain Hooper 
formally claimed Wrangell Island on 12 August 1881 
and the U.S. established effective occupation until the 
Soviet invasion.
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Figures 2(a) and 2(b). Certificate of sale of his interest in Wrangcl 
Island by Vilhjalmur Stefansson to the Lomer. Brothers of 
Nome. Alaska. I April 1924.

Bolsheviks claimed that Wells had died of pneumonia. 
His diary was never found.

A year later the, Soviets proclaimed Wrangeil Island 
as their territory. But in 1930 the U.S. Department of 
the Interior publication entitled B o u n d a r i e s ,  A r e a s ,  
G e o g r a p h i c  C e n t e r s  a n d  A l t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
an d  t h e  S e v e r a l  S l a t e s  expressly included Wrangell 
Island as an American possession. Since.,thafc.timc no 
abandonment by the U.S. of its rightful sovereignty has 
occurred, nor under international law could such aban* 
donment occur filifiainr. a 
by force.

Besides the abducting of Americans on Wrangell 
sland. the Russians violated federally promulgated 
klaskan law that prohibits the exercise of foreign 
■jrisdiction. The Alaskan Organic Act of 1884 adopted 
)regon law. which in turn had adopted the Iowa 
'erritory prohibitions against foreign governmental in- 
.•rference with American sovereignty.48

In 1973 the, State Departmertf'^dssued the 
' a c k w o r t h  D i g e s t  o f  In t e r n a t i o n a l  L a w  which att­
ained. “The United States has not relinquished iw> 
aim to Wrangell Island." In the centennial year of the* 
merican landing on Wrangell, the United States gov- ■
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”  L. M. Starokadomskiy. C h a r t in g  th e  R u s s ia n  n o r t h e r n  S e a  
R o u te :  T h e  A r c t i c  O c e a n  H y d r o p h ic  E x p e d i t io n  1 0 0 9 - 1 9 1 9: 
ed. and trans. William Barr. (Montreal: Arctic Institute o f  
North America and McGill-Queen's University Press. 1976) 
pp. 60-64: Nikolai Nikolaevich Alekseev, "O strov Vrangelva." 
B u l le t in  o f  th e  F a r  E a s te rn  B r a n c h  o f  th e  A c a d e m y  o f  S c ie n c e s  
o f  th e  U .S .S .R .  (Vladivostok: 1932) No. 3-4. p. 83: L. V. 
G rom ov. O s t r o v  V ra n g e lv a  (M agadan: 1961) p. 24: Vilh- 
jalmur Stefansson. "The Russian Visit to Wrangel Island." 
appendix 9. T h e  A d v e n tu r e  o f  I V ra n g e l I s la n d ,  op. cit.. pp. 
393-394.

,N Vilhjalmur Stefansson. T h e  A d v e n tu r e  o f  W r a n g e l I s la n d ,  pp. 50- 
51.

”* Ordcr in-Council. approved 22 February 1913.

G ordon  W. Smith. "The Transfer o f  Arctic Territories from 
Great Britain to Canada in 1880. and some related matters, as 
seen in official correspondence." A r c t ic .  March. 1961. Vol. 14. 
N o. I. pp. 53-73.

"  Bartlett. T h e  L a s t  V o y a g e  o f  th e  K a r l u k .  op. cit.. p. 173.

The note o f  13 November 1916 stated in part:

Le Gouvernment IM PERIA L prolite de cette occasion pour 
I'aire ressortir qu'il eonsidere aussi com m e I'aisant partie in- 
tegrante de I’ Empire les iles Henriette. Jeannette. Bennett. 
Herald et Oujedinemia. qui forment avec les iles Nouvelle 
Sibarto. Wrangel et autres situees pres la cote nsiatique de 
I'Empire. une extension vers le nord de la plate forme eoniinen 
talc de la Siberie.

8



Le Gouvernmenl IM PERIA L n ’a pas juge necessairc de 
joindre a la presente notification les iles Novaia Zemlia. 
K ologoucv, Kolgouev, Waigatch et autres de moindres dimen­
sions situecs pres la cote europeene de I’ Empire. etant donne 
que leur appanenance aux territoires dc I'Empire se trouve 
depuis des siecles universellement reconnue.

41 It should be noted that unsupported claims advanced by the 
Imperial Russian Government in the above note were rejected 
by the United States in 1902, as part o f  the "W haling and Seal­
ing Claims Against Russia." Herbert H. D. Peirce. F o re ig n  
R e la t io n s  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s ,  1 9 0 2 .  A ppendix I. 
(Washington: G P O . 1903). pp. 18 and 107. Fedor Fedorovich 
Martens, the legal counsel for the Imperial Russian Ministry o f  
Foreign Affairs, rejected the notion that Russian sovereignty 
extended northward into the Arctic. He contended that the 
marginal seas north o f  the Russian mainland were M a r e  
L ib e r u m  from the judicial point o f  view. F. F. Martens. "D u  
territoire de I'etat". T r a i t e  d e  d r o i t  in t e r n a t io n a l ,  trans. Alfred 
Leo. (Paris: 1883) v. 1. pp. 495-496.

44 Stefansson. T h e  A d v e n tu r e  o f  W r a n g e l  I s la n d ,  op . cit. p. 95.

4> Ibid. pp. 128-131.

4,1 Colonial Secretary to G overnor General: confidential dispatch 
No. 537. Cited in Bretton G . Sciaroni. T h e  U .S .  C la im  to

W r a n g e l I  I s la n d .  Contract Study No. 1722-620057 p re p a re d  

for the U.S. Department o f  State on February 4. 1976. p 15.

44 Affidavit o f  22 March 1977 by Hilda Koonuknowrunk Weber, 
one o f  the American prisoners.

41J a p a n  A d v e r t is e r .  27 January 1925.

4" On 7 M ay 1884 the U.S. Congress passed "A n  Act providing a 
Civil Government for A laska", c. 53. 23 S ta t .  a t  L a r g e  2 4 .  
That act adopted Oregon law providing it docs not conflict 
with other provisions o f  Alaskan law. This A ct extended to 
Alaska "A n  Act Adopting the Statutes and Laws o f  the 
Territory o f  Iowa and the Com m on Law.”  O re g o n  A c ts  a n d  
L a w s  P a s s e d  b y  th e  H o u s e  o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  a t  a  M e e t in g  
H e ld  in  O re g o n  C i t y ,  A u g u s t ,  1 8 4 5  (New York: N. A. 
Phemister Com pany. 1921) p. 16. It should be remembered 
that the A ct o f  12 August 1845 became part o f  the laws o f  the 
Territory o f  Oregon through "A n  Act to Establish the 
Territorial Government o f  O regon” , o f  14 August 1848. c. 
177. 9 S ta t .  a t  L a r g e  3 2 3  (known as the Oregon Organic Act. 
Laws o f  the Territory o f  Iowa, passed at the Extra Session o f  
the Legislative Assembly, begun and held in the City o f  
Burlington: J. H. M. Kenny. 1840. and Des M oines: Historical 
Department o f  Iowa, 1902) c. 85.
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  R E A L  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S H I P '  “L
o  -

A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  L a n d s  -  •    .* r _ r g323 E. 4th Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 . * " i s . p
r " c  »

-5-th- day, of _-'p>irn?ry, i 0 7?_____
R e c o r d e r l s j  D a t e  S c a b q  >7°, 

1 C .31 V I - c  ! ' •
J .  S £ / c > £ H £ x Z

i •;.> ! U  S S ASi3  A L & E l & Z, 

C . A U P O ^ r A

^ 5 3 5 0
Kiiordf:'* InlcUU___________

JUcordcr** flUa* 5**\

.1 , E v e r e t t  P .  V / o o d ,  A d n i n i s t r a t o r , E s t a t e  o f  

. R s l o h  Lor>.sn.hercby staCe that ‘:my scrccl: af>d

post office • address is i . ^ 7 ^ 7  3 5 t h  A v e h u s  I I . E .

S e a t t l e , W a s h i n g - t o n  o g .1 0  5 g n r i  t h ? t .  t  ? tt +hf»

- -Tor -hhn Estntr*. of Ra.1fh Lcrpn ._
w h o  " w a s  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  u n d e r ’ th e -  f i r m ‘n a r . e  a n d  s t y l e . ' o f '  LOMSN 'BROTHERS, 

/ • ' i s  t h e ' l e g a l  ov.Tier o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e d  r r o r - g r t v  l o c a t e d  i n ' t h e  

U n o r g a n i z e d  B o r o u g h ,  H o n e  R e c o r d i n g  D i s t r i c t  o f  t h e -  S e c o n d  J u d i c i a l  •: 

. D i s t r i c t , '  A l a s k a . - .  * aCTe o f  person filing this statement if other than legal ovner

E v e r e t t  P .  V / o o d .  "  - L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n . . ^ e

T h e  r e g a i n i n g  l a n d s  o f  R a l p h  L o r . e n  c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h a t  p o r t i o n  
o f  ■ f r a n g e l l  I s l a n d  ( a . k . a .  Hew C o l u m b i a  L a n d ) ,  o f  t h e  A r c t i c  . O c e a n ,  r e ­
r e c o r d e d  a t  t h e  Horae R e c o r d i n g  D i s t r i c t  i n  B o o k  2 S 1 ,  P a g e  8 2 2 - 8 2 3 ,  l e s s  
t h a t  p o r t i o n  c o n v e y e d  t o  I ! a r k  S e i d e n b e r g  o n  J u n e  ?J'r, 1 9 ? 6  r e c o r d e d  a t  t h e  
Nome R e c o r d i n g  D i s t r i c t  i n  3oo- . :  2 ? 3 ,  P a g e  zr f J i - ^ S 2 .  .7 r a n  g e l  I  I d a .  i d  i s

('J»* addition*! 1  pac* on rovcrsr »Llr !? RCCtmry)

*Name o f  p r e v i o u s  o v n e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  to  LOI-IEDf 3 R 0 T : i 3 R 3  o u r c i i r . s e  w a s  S T E P A ViSSL 

A R C T I C  E X P L O R A T I O N  £  D 3 Y 2 L 0 P K 2 M T  COKFAICY, L T D .Full title (patent or deed) to the above described property was acquired on 1 Aoril . -
192*1-_____________ _(date). CL'-w i ^

( A d m i n i s t r a t o r ) c ' -■/ ,  S ' f c ~ '
• . ' - * — ... E v e r e  fc*c ? .  ..o o d  f

1 •••—-.r E s t a t e  o f  R a i c h  L on er .

S t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  ) 
C o u n t y  o f  K i n g  ) "

______________ b e i n g  f i r s t  d u l y  s v o r non oath, each for himself and not for the other, deposes and says:That (he) (they) (is) (are) the identical person(s) described in and who executed the above and foregoing Statement of Real Property Ownership and that (he) (they) (has)  (have) read the same and kr.ow(s) the contents thereof and that the same is tr.ie.
S u b s c r i b e d  a n d  S w o r n  t o  b e f o r e  m e  t h i s  /  X .£ , d a y  o f  .— / .v?

■ y
/ A  /  ■< //  — ' ''I

v (S E A L )   it. ^ /



a b o u t  1 . 7 ‘ -0 s q u o / e  r . i i o r ;  in. : r o a  and. i s  l o s e t v d  i n  t h e  ’.-id L.’. r c - . i e
O c e a n ]  a b o u  k t h r e e  h u n / r  v.'  r: i. ).0 T n o r  t lvver . t  o f  I ' o i n k  N o p e .  T h e  e r e  •; o f  - h e  
L T . B . Z .  " J o h n  R o d g e r s "  m a d e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s u r v e y  f o r  t h e  'J. 3 .  G o v e r n m e n t  
b e t w e e n  2 c  A u g u s t  a n d  1 3  S s o t e r . b o r  1 8 8 1 .  C a p t a i n  C a l v i n  I . .  H o o p e r ,  C33:
(defacto governor of Alaska) with a party from.the U. S. Revenue-Marine 
Steamer "Thomas Corwin" landed on Wrangell Island on 1 2  August 1881 and t o o k  

formal possession in the none of the United States Government based on the 
right of discovery by the American Barque "llile" in 185'/. The 11.3. Coast an 
Geodetic Service then placed Wrangell Island in the district'of Alaska.
It should be noted that Atherton Mountain is situated on the remaining 
lands of Ralph Lomen and listed in the following as part of Alaska:

U. S. Geological Survey Bulletin #169, by Henry Canne 
"Altitudes in Alaska", (Washington: GPO, 1900).

U. 3. Geological Survey Bulletin #187, by Marcus Baker 
'. "Geographic Dictionary of Alaska", (Washington: GFC, 1902}.

' ' /*■* •' * j • . 1 ; „

U. S. Geological Survey Bulletin #27*1-, by Henry Gannett 
' "A Dictionary of Altitudes .in the United States",

(Washington: GFC., 1906 ).

U . S .  Geological Survey Bulletin #299, by Marcus Baker 
& James McCormick, "Geographic Dictionary of Alaska", 
(Washington: GFO, 1 9 0 6 ).

U. S. Geological Survey Professional Paper #567, 
by Donald J. Orth, "Dictionary of Alaska Place Names"
First printing, (Washington: CPC, 196 7 ).

U. S. Geological Survey Professional Paper #567, . ;
by Donald J. Orth, "Dictionary of Alaska Place Hanes", Revised, 
Second printing, (Washington: GPC, 1971).

U. S. Geological Survey Professional Paper # 5 6 7 ,
by Donald J. Crth, "Dictionary of Alaska Place Hemes", Revised,
Third printing, (Washington: GPC, 1975)•

U. S. Geological Survey Professional Paper # 5 6 7,
by Donald J. Crth, "Dictionary of Alaska Place Hanes", Revised,
Fourth printing, (Washington: GPO, 1977).



U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r

S T E W A R T  L .  U D A L L ,  Secretary

G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y

W i l l i a m  T .  P e c o r a ,  Director

l / o r  saa l e  Ijv  t h e  S u p e r f t e ' t i l e m  o f  D o c u m e n t s ,  L ' .S  ( . i o v e r n m e n t  I’ r i iU m i ;  O i l i e r  

•Vaslt n u t o n .  D . C .  2 0 1 0 2  • ? » ! ' ! '



U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092

J a n u a r y  10, 1978

D e a r M r .  S e id e n b e r g :

I n  r e g a r d  t o  y o u r  n o t e  o f  December 2 1 , 1 9 7 7 ,  p a p e r  w o rk a u t h o r i z i n g  
p r i n t i n g  o f  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  r e p o r t s  i s  k e p t  on f i l e  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ;
a c c o r d i n g l y ,  p a p e r  -work f o r  t h e  1967 and 1971 e d i t i o n s  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l

P a p e r  567 h a s  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d .  The 1975 and 1977 r e p r i n t i n g s ,  w h ic h  

a r e  e x a c t  r e p r i n t s  o f  t h e  1971 e d i t i o n ,  w ere  o r d e r e d  by th e  GPO 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  Docum ents and t h e r e f o r e  any q u e s t i o n s  on th e s e  

m ust be d i r e c t e d  to  Ms. J o y c e  M. M a k e l ,  G overnm ent P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  

P r o c u r e m e n t  S e c t i o n ,  P . O .  Box 1 5 3 3 ,  W a s h in g t o n ,  DC 20013.

We a r e  e n c l o s i n g  c o p ie s  o f  pages I I I ,  I V ,  and 91 f o r  t h e  1967 and 

1971 p r i n t i n g s ;  c o p ie s  o f  pages fr o m  t h e  1975 and 1977 p r i n t i n g s

ca n  be o b t a i n e d  fr o m  Ms. M a k e l .

Em anuel P. James



D I C T I O N A R Y  O F  

A L A S K A  P L A C E  N A M E S

B y  D o n a l d  J. O r t h

G E O L O G I C A L  S U R V E Y  P R O F E S S I O N A L  P A P E R  5 6 7

‘ T h e  principal n a m e s  listed conform with nomenclature established 

through decisions o f  the U.S. B o a r d  on Geographic N a m e s  or are 

recognized by the B o a r d  as standard n a m e s  f o r  use on Federal m a p s  

a n d  other publications

R e p r i n t e d  1 9 7 1
W IT H  M INOR REVISIONS

E X I T E D  S T A T E S  G O V E R N M E N T  P R I N T I N G  O F F I C E ,  W A S H I N G T O N  : 1967



91 Atlii;garu

A ltn  I-l.n:il i
sltltlll, VI'I .'Mill M  llltl 

,slunil. it 4 mi. m ri>‘ ' in Neckcr | 
■ i.ivl ill H u .i i id f  1 , 1 7  mi SW  •'( | 

v A n  l i . ;  riii MOM V  N. 1 :!ri , 2 9 '0 0 "
■|l 5 ) .  I ' m  A l . ikou M .l iu l ,  O i l i o v

ingit Ind ian  name reported in IflOO by 
jn  Vusiliov t h e  /nil.  I K N ;  fjnlilixln.-cl by Lt. 

j jr i i l i rv  ( I02C, iii.ip 1 9 ) ,  1RN, as “ OfsirnvJ 
Aiaku," o r  " A t a k u  Is lan d ."

.\t.iniiI.; totality,  s i t  A tnnik.
Audit: b r a i n y .  on  C h u k ch i  Sea coast, 7 mi. 

,SE ol 1'iiiiit Belt her iinil 20  mi. N K  of Wain* 
wight. A rct ic  P l.i in; 7 0 *5 0 '  N ,  159*21 '  W ;  
(map 1 4 6 ) .  V a r .  Ahtenm uk, Ataniek, Atnik, 
Att.in.ik, Atiuie.

Formrr Eskimo village reeordcti on  Drit.
. ‘ Adm. Chart  59 9  ( 1 8 2 7 - 5 5 ) ,  a i  " A l t a n a k . "  

Lt. L. A .  Zagoskin , 1R N , reported the nam e 
ss “ A t in ik q "  in  1847. Its popu la t ion  was 
given as XI in the 1890 U.S . Census.  T h e  
dime m ay m ean "s tra igh t ."

Auyak M o u n ta in :  m o u n t a i n ,  3 ,000  ft., 3 .5  mi.
E of K a g a n  L ake  and  00  mi. N E  o f  C o n d ­
uces, K i lbu rk -K u v k ok w im  M l * . ; 5 9 *5 2 '  N, 
159*57' W ;  ( m a p  5 3 ) .  t^ar. Ataaiach 
Mountain. Ataaiak  M ou n ta in ,  Ah-tah-ai-ak .

Eskimo name reported  in 1898 by J. E. 
Spurr an d  VV. S. Post, U SG S.

Atayak M o u n ta in :  m o u n t a i n ,  see A ta-ai-ach
Mountain.

Aitha Island: n lan i l ,  see A tk a  Island.
Aithaka Island: i.land,  see M id d le to n  Island.
Airli.ilugiiniiul: locality,  sec A icha lu k .
Atchaluk: locality,  " in  the K u*knkw :m  district."  

Var. A ic lia luguuuut.
Formrr Eskimo rninp o r  village listed as 

"Atchahiguim ui"  with a popu la t ion  o f  30 in 
die 1880 Census.

Atchclik R iver :  s t r e a m ,  sec A ir  hi lik River.
Auhercdina, P o in t :  p o i n t  of l a n d ,  see A ch ercd in
“  Point.
Aldita Island: island,  see Atka Island.
Auho'-kovcriishka4: lull, see C u ll  Hill.
.Mchueelingak S lo u g h :  s t r e a m ,  see A tch uelingu k  

River.
Aichuclinguk R iv e r :  s t r e a m ,  heads at 6 3 * 0 2 '  N , 

161*27' W ,  flows S W  165 mi. to Y u k on  R iver ,  i 
25 mi. W .  o f  M arshall,  Y u k -a -K u s k o k w im  
Delta, G l * 5 7 '3 0 "  N, 1 6 2 '5 0 ' 0 0 "  W .  (m a p  | 
74). V a r .  C hu i lnak  R ivet  C hu ilanu k  R iver,  | 
Five Day S lough ,  A tchueelingak  S lough.

Eskimo name first appear ing  as “ C h u i la n u k "  ■ 

on a licldshert by R. H. Sargent, U S G S ,  dated 
1916. Sargent notes that it is tlir " o w c r  end 
o( 5 day  Sl[nughl. It lakes 5 days to row  
through this s lou ch  herausc it is so sinuous."  i 
The speiling has been m odified  to " A t c h u c h n -  : 
guk" on recent m aps  to runlortn m ore  closely | 
with pronunciation  It refers in m eaning  ' o  
"w.iler that isn't roily “

\trhu Island: i . l and,  see A tk a  Island.
Vi I C ru  s ii t e n m .  see AhIt'll Creek, 

k.i Ivl.inil: n / . i lu / ,  sec Atka Island.
V.hrrlvn Mountain n w u n la in .  " I I . T . 'O  feet 

hnfli I "Q vin1111 shore <4 Wrangell island. I 
\n tie pi ran ."

9
" S o  nam ed l>v the Flritish A dm ira lty ,  18(14." 

( l laker,  I9Mh p. I " / ) .
A t iga tu  Point :  p o i n t  nj l a n J ,  on  coast  o f  Beau- 

fort Sea, extends E into Hat risen Ray, A rct ic  . 
P la in ; 7 0 * 3 3 '  N . 151 "4 2 '  W ;  (m a p  119) 
1'nr. A l- l igga -ru ,  A l l ig .u u .

Eskimo name |mhlisheil on  M aguire 's  m ap  
(G reat  Dritain, 1054. fa t ing  p. I8ti) as " A l u -  
g a ru ,"  and  on  Surgeon  Joh n  S im pson 's  m ap  o f  
about the same date ,is " A t - l i g g a -n i . "  O r th  
was told by an A naktuvuk Pas* Eskimo in 
1956  that it may m ean " o ld  m a t "  (a t ig a ru a k ) .  

A t igu n  R iv e r :  s t r e a m ,  in F.ndirott  M ts. ,  heads 
at g lacier  trnninus, Mows NF- 45  mi. to S aga- 
vanirktok R iver  20  mi. S o f  i u  ju n r .  with R ib -  
don  R iver,  Brooks R a . : 6 8 * 3 1 '3 0 "  N, 149*- 
Ol 'OO" W :  (m a p  13 5 ) .

Eskimo name reported in 1956 by U S C S ,  
A t ik :  lake,  sec  Atuk Lake.
A t i lc cg 6 w ra k :  w a t e r  p a s s a g e ,  see Atil igorak I n ­

let.
A ld ig a u rak  Inlet :  w a t e r  p a s s a g e ,  sec Atil igorak  

Inlet.
j A t i l ig au za q :  w a t e r  p a s s a g e ,  sec Ati l igorak Inlet.
I A t i l ig orak  Inlet :  w a t e r  p a s s a g e ,  be tw een  a la- 
) g o o n  and  C h u k ch i  Sea, 8 .3  mi. N  o f  C a p e  j
I Kruscnstcrn, K o t i e b u c -K o b u k  L o w . ;  6 7 * 1 4 '  I
j .V, 16 3*45 '  W ;  (m a p  1 2 0 ) .  V a r .  AtilcegGw- I
> rak, Atil igaurak Inlet, Ati l igauzaq.

Eskimo nam e m eaning  " litt le  ou t le t , "  rc-  ;
I ported  in 19G6 by £ .  S. Lurch .  I

A r n a a i j - locality,  sec Atinak.
A tin ah k :  locality,  see Atinak.

: A t in ak :  locality,  neck o f  ’.and betw een  Ipiavik j 
and Itnisyook Lagoons, 10 ini. SK o f  K ivalina , I

I X o t z e b u e - K o b u k  L o w . ;  6 7 * 3 0 '  S ,  164*12 '  W ;  !
! ' m a p  1 2 3 ) .  V a r .  A tinaaq , Atinahk .

F.skimo name reported in 1966 by E. S. 
Burch. i

A tk a :  tillage,  pop. 119, o n  N’aran Bay, o n  E ;
, coast o f  A tk a  L ,  A leut ian  Is.;  5 2 * 1 2 '  N ,  174*- •

12' W ;  B C . \  19 4 5 ;  (m a p  18 ) .  V a r .  Atkha, 
N aian .

N am ed  for  A tk a  Island. R e p orted  as :
! " A ' .k h a "  by Schw atka  (1 8 8 5 ,  p. 1 1 5 ) ,  U S A .  •

R e c o rd e d  in 1839 as " K a z a n , "  with a popu la -  |
! t ion o f  23 5 ,  in the 1880 Ccnsu* by PetrofT i

( 1884, p, 16 ) .  A tka post off ice ssas m ain -  J
tam ed  1 9 3 8 -5 7  (R ieks ,  1965, p. 5 ) .

A tk a  Is lan d :  island,  55 mi. long , largest o f  
A n d r e a n o f  I*., A leut ian  I s . ; 5 2 * 0 7 ' N ,  174*30 '  i 
VV; ,7(7,V  7/390; (m a p  1 3 ) .  V a r .  A l c h a  Island, 
A l c h a  Island, A teh ka  ts 'and, A tch u  l i la n d ,  . 
A tg h ka  Island, A tkha isle, O strov  Atka.

Aleut nam e rrportcd  by early Russian i
traders; published .is " A t c h u  I s la n d "  Ijy Rev, 
C o x e  <1730, p. 1 5 6 } ;  “ A tg h k a "  by Capt.  C o o k  !
(• .7"5, V. 2, p. 5 0 3 ) ,  R N ;  " A t k h a  ! ! c , "  by  j
C ap t .  L u tk c  (1 0 3 6 ,  p. ' 0 7 ) ;  IR S ’ ; " O fs t rov !  
A t k a "  o r  “ A tk a  Is lan d ,"  on  the 1840 Russian :
H y d rog .  D ept.  C hart  1490, and  by C ap t .  j
' 'Y b e n k o v  (1 8 5 2 ,  man 2 7 ) ,  !R N .

A tk a  Lake: la k e ,  9.1 mi. across, on  west-central 
Saint G e o r g e  1., in 1'ribilnf Is.;  5 6 * 3 4 ’ 4 3 "  N , 
I6 9 * 3 9 '2 5 ‘ ' W ;  (m a p  311). V a r .  Naro'a iri- 
an 'vi.

T h is  nam e is a translation o f  the A leut  
name, " N a r o 'a m .a n 'y i , "  record ed  by  Putnam

I 1*103, p .  1 0 1 5 ) ,  U S O J :G S , and "so  calico* by 
Aik.i  I island in the Aleutians) natives having 
lived m  ilic v ic in ity ."  The name was p u b ­
lished iu 1(198 hy USC1&GS.

A tk a  I'avs: w a t e r  p a s s a g e ,  5 mi. across, in 
A m lr r a n o f  Is. bet seen Atka and Ogludak Is 
A leutian Is. ; 5 2 * 0 0 '  N . 1 7 5*22 '  W ;  D C .S 
79.76; ( m a p  III).

N am ed  fur A tka I. by  m em bers  o f  the U S 
N avy  Aleutian Island Survey Expedit ion  of 
1934 ;  published by  the U S C & G S  iu the 194 1 
A leutian Coast  l'ilut (p .  1 0 4 ) .

Alkasak: village,  see M c a d c  River.
A iknsuk :  village,  sec M c a d c  River.
A tk h a :  village,  see A tka.
A tkha Is lan d : island,  see A tk a  Island.
A tk in  Is land :  island,  see Atkins Island.
A tk ins Island: island,  2 mi. lon g ,  in Shumagir 

Is. N E  o f  Little K o n iu j i  L, A leutian Ra. 
5 5 * n 3 '3 0 "  N, I 5 9 * 1 8 '3 0 ' '  W ;  (m a p  27) 
V a r .  A tk in  Island.

N am ed  ab out  1080 by W .  H .  Dal! 
U S C i G S ,  for  the fislung sc h o o n e r  M i n n i e  C  

A t k i n s .

Atknulick, l i e :  isla n d ,  see A ikulik  Island.
A tkrito i :  rock s ,  sec D iscovery  Rocks.
Atkritoi B a y : b a y ,  see O tkrit i  Bay.
Atkrniglaza: r o c k ,  sec  Eye O p ener ,  T h e .
A iku l ik :  locality,  o n  A g a t tu  L ,  N ear  !*.,  Alcutiar 

Is.;  (m a p  13).
F orm er  A leut  settlement o r  c a m p  listed b 

H o d g e  (1 9 0 7 ,  p. l l l ) , U A E ,
Atkulik  Is land: island,  c lcv .  725  ft., 1 mi. across 

4  mi. SF, o f  N akcliam ik I .  and 26  ini. E. o 
Chignik , in P an l ie  O c e a n ,  A leutian Ra. 
5 6 * If.' N , 157*44 '  W  (m a p  3 1 ) .  V a r .  A l  
kunk, He A tkouiirk , Ostruv  Atkulik.

Native name, shown as " I [ l c )  A lk ou l i c k "  b; 
von  Kruscnstcrn 1 1027, m ap  2 0 )  and  as " (G »  
trovj A tk u l ik "  by the. Russian H y d rog .  D cpi  
( 1047, C ha rt  1 3 7 9 ) .

Atkulik, O s t r o v :  island,  see Atkulik  Island.
A tk u n k :  island,  sec Atkulik  Island.
A l la  Creek :  s t r e a m ,  heads in Ind ian  Mts., Bow 

W  12 mi. to K oyuku k  R iver,  6 mi. N N E  • 
Hughes, K o k r in c s -H o d z a o a  H ig h . ;  6 6 *0 8 '  7 
1 3 4 * 1 0 ' W ;  (m a p  U S ) .

Indian familv natiir record ed  at  Hughes i 
1956 bv Orth .  A r r h d c a r o n  Stuck  ( 1914b, ; 
1 7 0 -1 7 1 )  m entioned  an In d ia n  called " Q !  
A t lc r , "  -who lived in this area in 1909.

A t 'a s  C reek :  s t r e a m ,  flows SE  2 mi. to  Quart  
Creek w h ich  llows to K ou ga ru k  R iver,  48 m 
S W  o f  Im uruk  Lake, Sew ard  Pcnin. High. 
6 5 * 2 2 ’ N ,  104*45 '  W ;  (m a p  11 0 ) .

Prospectors'  name reported  in 1906 by A. I: 
Brooks ( in  C o l l ie r  and  others, 1908, pi. 9 
U S C S .

Atlasta C reek :  s t r e a m ,  flows S 3.2  mi. to Lo> 
C abin  Lake, S o f  G lenn  H ig h w a y ,  21 tin. \ 
o f  G lennallrn , C o o p e r  R iv er  Basin ; 62*04*30 
N, 140*1 TOO" W ;  (m a p  8 3 ) .

N;unc derived from  a roadhouse  which w. 
named from  a ch an ce  remark o f  the owner 
w ife  on  Cnmplclinn o f  d ie  first Iniilui/ig, " /  
:ist a hou se ."

A t - l igg .v ru :  p o i n t  o /  l a n d ,  see A l ig a r u  Point
A tl iggaru :  /mini . . /  l a n d ,  sec Halkett , Cape



December 2.9, 1977

SUBJECT: Wrangell Island, Alaska and the "giveaway"
to U.S.S.R.

To Whom It May Concern:

At the November 10, 1974 Schmitz Fest, Phoenix Club, Orange 
County, I was told*that the U.S. Department of State had 
plans to enter in secret agreements with the U.S.S.R. to 
drop its claim of title of sovereignty over Wrangell Island 
of the Arctic Ocean and recognize the claim of the U.S.S.R.' 
over it, without going to Congress. I was shown*photo copies 
from the following government documents to prove that 
Wrangell Island of tie Arctic Ocean was part of the State 
of Alaska:

*U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin “169, by henry Gannett 
"Altitudes in Alaska", Washington. GPO, 1900

*U.S. Ceological Survey Bulletin “187, by Marcus Baker 
"Geographic Dictionary of Alaska", Washington. GPO, 1902

*U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin i}274, by Henry Gannett 
"A Dictionary of Altitudes in the United States", 
Washington. GPO, 1906

I was also showr?*photo copies of the following to prove the 
U.S. Government took formal possession of Wrangell Island 
of the Arctic Ocean by Captain Calvin L. Hooper, U.S.
Revenue Marine (Nov/ known as the U.S. Coast Guard) on the 
12th day of August, 1881. (NOTE: The Treasury Department
administered our Alaskan possessions between 1877 and 1884. 
Captain Hooper in 1881 was head of the Bering Sea Patrol, 
v/hich made him the de facto governor of Alaska when he took 
Wrangell Island for the U.S. Government.):

*Treasury Department Document £429, Washington. GPO, 1883

*H. Ex. Document #105, U.S. 47th Congress, 2nd Session, 
Washington. GPO,1883

*S. Ex. Document “204, U.S. 48th Congress, 1st Session, 
Washington. GPO,1884



< J o h n  G .  S c h m i t z

Member of 91st and 92nd Congress

JGS/r.r
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If should lie noted tlmt I here wriR absolutely no <Iefenr.c proRc.it a t tlic pro- 
llmlnnry hearing* ; I lie accused Is oven refused nceess to tlie rode o f  lawa used In 
the prclimtnnry Invcsilgutlon. TIihh, a person who hnd not. been acquainted with 
Hie Inw prior to Ills arrest In unable to defend himself.

The trial took place 011 21-27 May 1071. Tly thin lime the Jewish trlfils coined 
widespread notoriety In the tree world nnd the authorities, afraid of adverse 
publicity nnd further lenka on what was Ir.klnc plnce, conducted the trials with 
treat haste: the trial took tw o  n n d  a h a l f  d a j/.t in s te a d  o f  te n  d < i\n . Departure 
from established procedure consisted above all In continuously Interrupting the 
accused nnd preventing them from expressing themselves. The accused w ere : A. 
Sltpll'licrg (sentenced to 3 yenra), 11. Aleksandrovich (1 yonr), II. M aflscr (1 
year), and myself (2 years). I believe that we received such short terms only 
iieennse of the widespread publicity nnd support given our trial In the free world. 
Without this support all o f us would hnvo been sentenced to -1 to 7 years. Initially, 
Arllclo fifi, which carries sentences ranging from 20 yenra to the death pennlly, 
was to lie applied In sentencing its. The government, noting tin; publicity Hint the 
trials were accorded iu tho free world nnd desirous o f (maintaining an npfiear- 
ance of Judicial propriety, substituted Article (15 o f the Orlmlnal Code by Article 
70. which provides sentences ranging from 0 months to 7 years. Even In terms 
o f this article the sentences imposed wore m ih l .  The effect of public opinion In 
the free world on the course of our trials nnd on the sentences imposed oimst he 
stressed once ngaln, nnd compared with the sentence meted out at the first 
Leningrad trial o f December 11)70, whose severity, in my opinion, was due to the 
Insufficient attention anil support I he trial received In the W est before the 
sentence were passed. The protest by the West nfter the sentences were passed 
bellied prevent the lm|>osltloii o f  dentil sentences, hut dhl not essentially reduce 
the severity o f the sentencing since the article under which the sentences were 
passed and the terms imposed remnlned practically the same.

I served my sentence In I’ ot'ma (form erly Dubrovlng). The network o f estab­
lishments In Pot'ma is known na "Institution ZI1KI1 3R5". The ZI1KI1 Institution 
Includes enoups for  both political prisoners nnd criminals, end men as well ns 
women. .The political prisoner camps Included zones 10, 17, nnd 3, and were strict 
regime zones, Zone 3 also Included a camp for women political prisoners. The 
nhnvc mentioned zones hntl upnrnximatcly 2000 prisoners. The complex o f  In­
stitutions for political prisoners nlso Included the Vladimirskaya prison, where 
prisoners particularly distasteful to the authorities are held.
C o n d i t io n *  o f  c o n f in e m e n t

The factor which determines the nature o f  confinement In political labor camps 
at present is that their nlans arid objectives are still the sam e: ns before, con­
finement In pollticnl labor cnmps Is designed not only to remove n person from 
society, hut to force people to renounce their views nnd convictions, give up all 
participation in public affairs. Thus the objective o f  a labor camp remains un­
changed: what 1ms clmngcd are the menus for achieving the ob jective ; fo r  at 
present (he quick physical annihilation o f political prisoners Is no longer i>orsI- 
blo In the Soviet Union, so that annihilation Is achieved through a slow process 
n.' destruction over a period o f  many yeurs.

Continuous malnutrition, nnd the constant nervous tension to which the 
pris-mor Is subjected In his environment, In the essence o f  this method. As Lhe 
yer rsgo by. this Inevltnldy lends to physical nnd psychic disabilities. The physical 
illness o f  a prisoner means thnl the first state o f  his subjugation has been at­
tained. The prisoner’s medical Irentinent depends very much on Ills attitude to­
ward his political views. A person who does not renounce his political convic­
tions receives practically no medical aid. In a labor camp such people arc con­
demned to slow deterioration nnd death. The best example o f  how this method 
works 1s the death o f Yuri Cnlanskov. He held nut for 0 oC the 7 years o f  his 
seiilrnco (he was forced to work when his physical conditions was extremely 
lutd—lintil the very end !)

Jewish prisoners who do not renounce their convictions, who do not repudiate 
their desire to lonvc for  Israel, nrc In u similar position. Some o f these prisoners 
are seriously 111. A c t n n l ln  t h r u  w i l l  x u f f r r  th e  tome f n l c  n r  GofotiiAot), i f  n o  
r p r r i n t  i n t r r f n r r n n :  l i t  m a d e  o n  t l i e i r  h c h n l f  t  The attention o f the authorities Is 
directed particularly toward the Jewish prisoners, for they not only don’ t re­
nounce I heir political convictions, hut, on the enn.rary, protest actively.

The best o f the political prisoners o f  other nationalities understand nnd respect 
the struggle o f the Jcw.'sh prisoners fo r  their national liberation.

M ik iia ii. Sm:ri>iiKi.ovtcii.
Taken down by 0 . Elina.

T o : The Scnntc o f the United Stntos o f  America.
F rom : Itoza Kogan, 28 Scrcnl Street, Glvntaim, Israel.

REQUEST

My husband, Idol’ (Y ehuda) Kogan, n cit I n o f Israel, horn In I’ oland In 11)22. 
Was nrrestod on 7 June 1IM52 In Kiev during n tourist trip to the U.S.S.It., for 
which he received n vlsa-pcrmit from the Soviet Embassy In Israel.

lie  was arrested nnd sentenced (o 10 years o f  prison, accused o f deserting from 
tbe Soviet nnny. During U13 war (W orld  W ar II) my huslinnd was In the. Kovel 
ghetto, then with the partisans, then served 0 months In the Soviet nnny until 
July 11M5, nnd after that left fo r  Israel.

Now my husband hns now served 0 years nnd six months! W e are both 111; 
ten o f  the best years o f our lives have been anntchcd away from us! 1 beg your 
Intercession In obtaining his release In advance o f  the six remaining months o f  his 
sentence, and thereby help reduce the nddltlonul nnd undeserved suffer! ig  o f a 
fa m ily !

(My husband's address Is: Moscow, UChlt No. fillO /1, Zli. U. Idol' K ogan) 
Itespoctfully and g" .< tcfully,

R oxa. K ooan.

CeoEUBU 22, 1072.
•Mrs. Golda Mclr, [Israeli] Consul, arrived In Moscow on the day of 

Zhdanov’s death ; I was then working as a translator In one o f the offices o f  the 
MVD (M inistry o f Internal A ffairs) in Odessa. On the day o f her nrrlvnl I was 
sent to the M ctropol Hotel In M oscow to participate In u reception for  the guests 
In the guise o f  a w aiter; I wns Instructed to eavesdrop on everything Mrs. MHr 
was to sny In Yiddish. Since the guests were amiably received, 1 took the llbcrly  
o f asking her In Yiddish whnt the country which she represented wns like. She 
replied In Yiddish that it wns the first Jewish state in history fo r  Jews through­
out the world. A fter the reception w as over, I was sent directly to n prison In 
Odessa, fo r  someone had eavesdropped on me during the conversation nnd de­
nounced me to the KGB, saying I  w as a Zionist. I wns arrested, served a great, 
deal o f  time In prison, then released hut thrown out o f  my job, victimized for 
more than ten years, finally arrested again in 1058, thrown into prison, nnd 
without nny trial sent to the Am urskaya ASSR, and from there to Wrangel 
M u i .  * f ) m a  I  remained until 1002.

At tW s& srp  I  mnde the acquaintance o f  R udolf Trushnovich, a form er physl- 
cinn. Vasiliy Ivanovich Polyakov, a form er member (colonel) o f (lie Vlasov 
army, a large number o f SS nnd Gestapo G e r ' .ans, nnd many Italians, who hnd 
long been declared dead, but who are actus.;.? still living on Wrangel in lhe 
Belopolynr'ye. Among them : 1
1. Krem cr Ernest
2. Mgoler Paul
3. ICristover Otto

1 The list Of name* of POWs on Wr.mgcl iBland require!! further clarification, which the 
nuhrnmmlttcc Is trying to obtain. Spellings arc tn question, first, hceaus' the names wore 
written In by bnnil and some were not legible; nnd, necond, because Inaecn nclos It, spelling 
Inevitably urine when Ocrman nnd Italian names arc trnnsllleint-d from Lntln script to 
Cyrillic script for the camp record, anil tlien IrnnslllcrMcd back into Latin script Accord; 
Ing to Hhlfrln. -vho hns discussed the Wrangel Island matter several times wllli kn.inv. 
"koiloY" wftH in ft position tvhrrr hi* hnd accc** lo rnmp record*, but only In rnrt* wj*
lie able to get to know the POWs peraonnllv. The listing or Italian names sncgrsls that In 
the camp records the name wns given, together with the rank, the city <af residence, ni.,1 lhe 
date nf birth. In tlic case of name number it, "Mllnneso frndnll. lfiOI. Mie ndlerllte 
"Mllnncsn," meaning "from Milan," wns prohnblv used Instead nf Milan. Shift In r. ported 
to the subcommittee staff that n repreRenlnllve of nn Itnllnn committor which In tdlll seeking 
Information about missing POWs bail come to Israel tu Interview kor.lot. and tbev had 
been aide to match koiiic of the names of Italian POWs whom kot.lov lied met. or wlmse 
names tic had seen listed In the cninp records, against the list of missing ltnllaii I iIVVh 
believed lo be In the Soviet Union.
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4. A m liroM o V e r l lo — G5 y c n r s  o l d — O estn p o  
fi. Xulvnr.lno C n r d lo n — fUJ yen ra  o ld — d ie d  there  
0, M llnncsn  T n i d n l l — 100.1—
7. Ornelnncrn Vcronn— 1801)— chief o f  police
8. Vnrottn Firenze— 1001— captain
0. Olovnnnl f 71 Lnssn— 100."— SS Lieutenant

10. ltnsleilnno Vlvzlun— 1000— colonel
11. I.ccln VIvnus— 1010—colonel
12. I'ynlrettn. Plnreii7.n— 1000— died
I.1. Jnrndclln Pmtovn— 1003— SS
I I, Clovnnl Blnnchl—
10. Lulgl Compnnelln— 1001— SS 
1(1. Luccn Ilrnntyl { ? ] — 1005 
17. McsMnn Donnto— 101')— SS 

T te  eamp •* W rsnrel Island was (g^ CTfwcfaKRttMl1 w n p, where MflCtlltients 
werM aodnrtfU  on living people. The experiments were In the form o t  SSlgUffps. 
diem, wrycen tests on people who wore but were ASysMBtthnt
time (1002) nnd wore working very linrd In tne c t m p , 4 h ¥ t  guards nnd the ndmln- 
islrntlve sfnff were form er cnnvlrls. such ns V. N. Rurtnlkov, A. I. Vnsll'kov, n 
former convict nnd blg-tlme hnndlt; Iv. Nik. Ivnnnv, Nikolay Artomevich Pitn- 
nnv. The cnmp also liarl n milltnry guard for a special camp In which people were 
Irnlnod for  spjlW* Abrohd. That camp was headed b.v Ivan Ivanovich Shcvllov, a 
voternn M Y T r  trooper. There were also many others, Including Itallnn wnc pris­
oners. There wns nlso Ilnoul W allenberg, who had been 8wedlsh consul In 
rtndnpest during the war nnd who under the German occupation, nlded by money, 
helped .Tews escape from  Hungary, through Switzerland, Into other countries. 
When the Itusslnns entered Budapest, Rno il W allenberg was liniuedlotcly nr- 
rested nt the request o f  the milltnry commandant o f the city o f  BudnposL nnd 
sent h.v spcelnl trnln to Moscow. lie  v/ob then 27 yenrn old, nnd wns n l.ondsome, 
eduenled young mnn.

These nrc n few o f the innny fncta which I  know, having witnessed them per­
sonally. Unfortunntely I cannot sign my renl name [to the ntntement], ns I still 
hnvc some close relatives In Russln.

"K ozlov”
A true co p y : [A  stamp with Hebrew letters]

(N ote.— T he Senate Intcrnnl Security Subcommittee nttnchcs no significance 
to the mere fuel of the nppenrnnce o f the nnme o f an Indlvldunl or orgnnlzntlnn 
In thl3 Index.) A

E o it o iu a l  N o t e : There are several accepted ways of transliterating nnmes from 
Russian nnd Ukrainian Into English. The N e w  Y o r k  T im m ,  and most American 
newspnpcrs, for example, will render the cc sound which terminates innny Rus- 
slnn nnmes with the "y ". Librnry o f  Congress translators, howoyer, follow ing (he 
Llbrury o f  Congress stylo, use the L iters " ly " to reproduce lhe snmc sound. The 
,Vcio Y o r k  T im e s  uses the letter "1” to reproduce lhe so ft "1" sound In Russlnn. 
The Librnry o f Congress reproduces the so ft "1" with “ ’I". And so on through r. 
whole series o f  differences In spelling, which nevertheless result In virtually 
Identical pronunciations In English.

There will be differences, too, between transliteration o f nnmes nnd place 
names from Ukrainian into English by competent Ukrnlnlnn-Engllsh translators, 
nnd transliterations o f  the same names by competent Russlnn-Engllsh translators. 
For example, "K iev " Is the Russlnn-Engllsh trnnsHterntlon nnd “ K llv " the 
Ukrnlnlnn-Engllsh trnnsHterntlon for the snmc city In the Ukrnlnc.

Uccnuso the texts Incorporated In this testimony com e from  several different 
sources, the spelling w ill vary according to the source. In general In this Index 
we have followed the procedure ot listing nnmes under the dom inant Russlnn 
trnnsHterntlon. Although the spellings may vary Bllghtly from  one portion o f  the 
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cause o f the virtual uniform ity o f  pronunciation.
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1'.HU, The first slop in Tayshct was transportation camp No, 025, s ight 
alongside tho main Moscow-Vlatlivoslok line. Tliero was a very high 
fence around the camp, so that the camp could not he seen from tno 
railroad. Tho fcneo was higher at tho corner to conceal tho guard- 
towers,

TUB INCIDENT OF TUB RUSSIAN nEPATIUATES FROM CHINA

In November ’55, several days after Shifrin’s arrival at Tayshct, 
there wns a tragic incident involving repatriates from China. Shortly 
after the end of World W a r  II tho Soviets had launched a big c a m­
paign to entice White .Russians who had fled to China and other coun­
tries after lhe Revolution lo return to their motherland. M a n y  White 
Russians in Chinn were taken in by the lies and blandishments, and 
agreed to return with their children. The husbands were told that they 
would have, to go first, in order to get jobs and prepare homes for their 
families. Their wives and children would follow later. The husbands 

, were sent to concentration camps instead.
O n  tho day of tho incident, some prisoners, including White Rus­

sians from China, were standing on tno roofs of barracks in an effort 
to get a look at people in passing trains. A  train stopped outsido the 
camp and women and children got off. Some of the W m t e  Russians on 
tho roof recognized their wives. They shouted to each other. Tlic hus­
bands asked their wives what they were doing there, at a concentration 
camp. “W h a t  do you mean, concentration camp?” the w o m e n  shouted 

1 back. “Tho big sign on the fence says ‘Petroleum Storage Depot.’ ”
Tho guards broke up the exchange by pulling the men from the 

roofs and pushing the women back aboard the train. Shifrin docs not 
, know what happened to tho w om e n  afterwards. But before tho ex­
change was broken up by the guards the wom e n  told tho men that 
they had been informed that their husbands wanted them to join 
them.

SOME PEOPLE IN  TAYB1IETT

A m o n g  tho people Shifrin met in Tayshct were:
Aaron Yarkho, a Jewish general, w h o  had been Chief of Chemical 

warfare troops. Assigned to occupation duty in Germany, ho decided 
to defect and go to Israel. H e  was kidnapped from Milan in 1050 
while on his way to Israel.Siegfried Oclsncr, a Wchrmacht captain, hired in World W a r  
II. H o  told Shifrin that Tayshct had house*. A  least 500,000 P O W s  
at tho end of tho war. N o w  there were no more than 10,000. All tho 

t rest had died.
Oolsncr told Shifrin that the)' had been sent into tho forests with 

guards, had cut trees, built barracks and towers and fences. Then 
they mndo log roads from one camp to another, nnd from Tayshct to 
tho Bodayho gold mines. All the time, more and moro prisoners—  
hundreds of thousands of Japanese, etc.— arrived in the camps. Then 
there came prisoners from all over the U S S R .  Oclsncr said tho death 
rate at times was almost ten per 1,000 per day.

liaron DcSaintcur, a Frenchman, who said that ho had been kid­
napped from his office in Paris.Henri Ifcryurts, a French officer, who told Shifrin that ho had 
been a French major in Vienna, and had been kidnapped in 1919.

i ,
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There were also many Soviet Jewish intellectuals who had hrvu 
arrested nftcr Stalin’s death. The Jewish poet Grislm Birryo-kin 
said that ho had been with a largo group of Jewish writers arrested 
in 1917 and afterwards, and that most of them had been shot— in­
cluding Markish, Bcrgclson, nnd approximately 110 other writers.

From the transportation camp, Shifrin was sent to penal concentra­
tion camp No. 300, approximately 300 km. from Tayshct. Along the. 
entire route on both sides of the railway he saw an unbroken stretch 
of concentration camps. Sometimes they were interrupted for a mile 
or two, sometimes only a few hundred meters between camps. Faeli 
camp lmd its own cemetery nearby.

CRIME, rUNISIIMENT AND IlEHAniLITATlON IN THE U.S.S.R.

Shifrin makes the interesting observation tiint mnss political arrests 
in tho U.S.S.R. occur with remarkable regularity ut ten year inter­
vals— 1918, 1928,1938,1948,1958,19G9-72.
Shifrin believes that the phenomenon of the ter. year intervals 

and the fact that a great majority of tho prisoners served a minimum 
of ten years is due to the fact that in most eases men arc incapable of 
more than ten years hard labor in tho camps, and the camp popula­
tion had to be periodically replenished.

Prisoner labor on a mass scale was necessary for the Soviet regime 
because, in the absence of enormous economic incentives, no workers 
would normally g o  to God-forsaken places like Vorkuta, Karaganda, 
Norilsk', an# W r a n g e l  Island.

Shifrin w a s  tola by a  Government friend that prisoners account 
for 3 0 %  of labor force.
Tho severity of tho sentences handed down for political crimes, 

varied from one period to another. Thus, in the 1930s political pris­
oners were frequently sentenced to five years in the camps, while in 
1951 the twenty-five year sentence became an almost universal rule 
whether tho prisoner in question had committed espionage, or had 
simply told a joko about tho regime. Roughly 1958 there, was a formal 
moderation in jvcrity of sentence, when tho theoretical m a x i m u m  
was set at 15 years.

Like so m a n y  other Soviet reforms, this limited concession to lui- 
nmnitarianism turned out to be fraudulent. M a n y  criminal elements 
who had originally been sentenced to 25 years and had served more 
than 15 years were, in fact, released. But tho samo clemency was not, 
extended to political prisoners, who continued to serve their full 25 
year term. A m o n g  those released in 1972 after serving 25 years were 
Vladimir Gorbovoy, Ekaterina Zaritzkaya nnd Vnsili Pirns, while 
Mikhail Soroka died after twenty-four years in prison. There were 
many others.

Legal maximums and the length of sentence handed down meanl 
very little even in legal terms, because there were several legal devices 
forgetting around tlic limitation.
Prisoners who were originally sentenced to three to five years were 

frequently rcscntcnccd in the camps to another three to five, years. 
Shifrin met a Jewish Trotskyist by the name of Goldberg (or Mold- 
bnrt) in camp No. 01 in Tayshct in 1955 who told him that he had been 
arrested us a Trotskyist in 1934 and lie was then serving his fifth eon



tliforest nn'1 built highway, nnd Mien near this highway they built 
mil wav. A n d  I hoy (old me that now in m y  time— in 1954— it is here like 
resort.’Hut I here heard this from living corpses. In 1945, 19-10, 1947, 
1918 it— they told m e — wns days when people died in hundreds each 
dnv from starvation. They showed m e  kilometers of cemeteries on tho 
sido, nnd then, I told you, I have seen these cemeteries which go near 
tho railway. TJioy explained to m o  that along this railway was the 
Kwnntuiig A r m y  and hundreds of thousands of other P O W ’s. A n d  
it was truth. I don’t know how many died there— maybe million and 
maybo moro bccauso it is a GOO Icilomctcrs railway and highway, and 
on I ml li sides cemeteries without intervals.

W h e n  T came. I met. not millions of P O W ’s: I met only thousands. 
Hut wo know that iu Kwantung A r m y  wns million soldiers.
In 195G when they released thcso prisoners, I hnvo seen how they 

put them in tbo trains near our concentration camp. They brought 
them from all along tho railway; from all tho concentration camps, 
and I havo seen that it wns only some 10,000 people: Germans, French, 
Spanish, Japancso,

Now, try to understand how innny died here.'
I have seen only maybe hundreds of these German officers, and they 

told m o  that most of these prisoners of war died there. After 1956 K G B  
released other foreigners from Tayshct, it was citizens from Czecho­
slovakia, Poland, Iran, and other countries.

It wns also Belgian officers. W n s  maybe 12 to 15 of these officers. I 
don’t know w h y  they didn’t release them in 1950. I don’t know. They 
were t here, to 19G2. At the end of 1962 they released them.

W h e n  Queen nf Belgians cnmo to U.S.S.R.. she. ns*'"d to pro l|'ose 
officers and in big hurry came, K G B ,  to our concentration camp, lhe 
Belgians was in concentration camp No. 7 in Potmn because in these 
davs wo wns not in Tayshct; we wns in Potma.

T told you yesterday they brought us from Tavshet to Potma in 
1900, and these Belgians came together with us. Only in 19G2 K G B  
sent them homo. . .

Also in 1963 once I lmvc met with group of criminals winch came to 
our concentration camp, No. 7, and when I nsked them in which plpsc 
the.v were, they told m e  we were in Island of Wrangel. I J^ymd
of Wrangel! K G B  ha* concentration camps there?” They answered 
me, MYos: there is three concentration camps for prisoners of war and 
there, sits onlv big officers from Germany. Italy, France, nnd Spain.”

I didn’t believe them, but now in Israel i met with one m a n  in 1971—  
wo havo his letter; I would show his letter— and ho explained to me, 
this man. that he was also in Island of Wrnngol in 19G2 nnd ho have 
seen there three concentration camps with thousands of prisoners of 
wnr, and lie explained to m o  that they have in one concentration camp 
atomic reactor, and they make experiments on the live people with 
radiation. In another concentration camp, they havo experiments with 
physicians on the pcoplo and in third they hnvo submarines and they 
have, experiments with live people under water. A n d  it is big secret, 
nnd be was there in the group of prisoners which gave to the prisoners 
food; he. was not inside, secret camps. H o  have heard from other pris­
oners about Ibis work, and he sent, to you letter and I gave, to you this 
letter in which lie. wrote real names of these, prisoners in Wrangel.

137

Also ho told about two big people which ho met on Wrangel. One of 
them, Alexander Trushnovich, head of anti-Communist Russian orga­
nization, N T S :  ho wns kidnaped in 1953 from West Berlin. And- 
another m a n  which ho lmvc seen tlmro aud all the world don’t know 
nothing about his fate.; this man is Rnoul Wallenberg, diplomat of 
Sweden, consul in Budapest, who save many thousunds of Hungarian 
Jews from Nazis. They kidnap him in 1945, this mnn, und they always 
answer to free world that they don’t know nothing about this man.

Senator Gurney. D o  wo have the letter?
Mr. SnmtiN. Yes; you havo letter.
Senator G u r n e y. Proceed.
Mr. Shifrin. No; I think that is all I can tell about prisoners of war.
Senator Gurney. In sununnry, then, what you have said was that 

the. Russians kept their prisoners— nnd they probably captured hun­
dreds of thousands during the course of the wnr— ’for a period of 
10 to 15 years after tho war and used them for slave labor all during 
that time?
Mr. S hifrin. Yes: they also was in slave labor.
Senator GunNEY. A n d  probably a majority of them died in prison 

camps?
Mr. S hifrin. Yes; I am sure a majority.
Senator Gurney. A n d  then the other significant point wns that in 

this prison camp in Island of Wrangel there wns----
Mr. SinmiN. Italian, French, Spanish, and German.
Senator G u r n e y .  A n d  they used prisoners for medical experiments, 

which were atomic medical experiments, I suppose, to sec what the 
effect of radiation would be upon the liumnn body?
Mr. S hifrin. Yes.
Somvtor Gurney. Dc you have any other points that you want to 

cover, Mr. Shifrin, not on prisoners of war, but any other points?
Mr. SiimiiN. Yes; I wanted very much to tell you something about 

this Jewish process in Leningrad, this Jewish trial in Leningrad. 
W h e n  they arrest these 12 people and 1 girl in 1970, crime of these 
people wns only ono; they -want to go to Israel. A n d  all of these 12 
havo two and throe times refusal from Soviet Government when they 
gave documents and nslc permission to go to Israel. Then these, people 
decided to steal Russian plane, not hijack, but steal plane and to go 
to Sweden from Leningrad. It was their goal, ar.d they arrest them 
before they committed this crime. They arrest them on land, not in 
the plane. They arrest them before they came to this plane, and they 
gavo to these people death sentence, to two of them, and two others 15 
and 10 years in prison.

A m o n g  those people was Silva Znlmnnson, a brave Jewish girl, 
w h ’ch is now in such situation that wo wait maybe her dentil from 
day to day because she cannot swallow food. Something is wrong 
with her throat, and t.hev don’t permit the physician to sec this girl' 
A n d  permit m e  to tell that only some weeks ago we got. letter from 
tho prison from another prisoner, Galnnslcov, wo nlso told to all tlie 
world that Gnlanskov maybe would die; that he is ill. A n d  no one 
hear our voice. N o w  Galnnskov died some weeks ago. Mnvbo it will 
bo same with Silva; maybe it will be with her husband. Hdmini
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C A M P S  O F  T H E  S O V I E T  U N I O N

You aio holding an oxlraordinary book in your hands.
II is an invitation lo undertake an unusual 
journey lo Iho prison c a m p s — lo lhe 
Gulag Archipelago— ol Hie Soviol Union.

This guidebook will introduce you lo a world ol camps, 
watchtowers m a n n e d  by guards bearing machine guns, 
and electrically charged barbed-wire (ences.
You will also see w o m e n  prisoners, 
child and teenage prisoners.

W e  are speaking ol innocenl h u m a n  beings 
persecuted tor thinking differently; 
reading "forbidden" philosophical, political or 
religious books; posting up nolices; 
pulling up a flag; demanding religious instruction 
lor Iheir children or undertaking a private 
initiative. These are the "crimes’’ lor which 
a Soviet citizen can be imprisoned.

This is a shocking book. This is an important book.
This is a book which must be read by every 
person w h o  cares about freedom and h u m a n  rights 
throughout the world.
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I his guidebook will introduce you lo a world ol camps, 
walchlowers m a n n e d  by guards bearing machine guns, 
and electrically charged barbed-wire fencos.
You will also see w o m e n  prisoners, 
child and teenage prisoners.

W e  are speaking of innocent h u m a n  beings 
persecuted lor thinking differently; 
reading "forbidden" philosophical, political or 
religious books; posling up nolices; 
pulling up a flag; demanding religious instruclion 
for their children or undertaking a private 
initiative. These are the "crimes" for which 
a Soviet citizen can be imprisoned.

This is a shocking book. This is an important book.
This is a book which must be read by every 
person who cares about freedom and h u m a n  rights 
throughout lhe world.
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well as Ihoso ol Iho prison, conlaln watchlowors (No. 18) 
lor armed guards Returning lo lhe prison proper, we seo 
lhe prison warehouso (No. 12) and lhe morgue (No. 11).

From this morgue, lhe corpses ol prisoners are given 
lo sludenls in Iho medical inslilules. Prior lo delivery, 
however, Iho corpses are decapitated lo proven! their 
being recognized.

No. 14 represents lhe smali courtyards ol lhe prison. 
The Inmates are permitted lo lake a 30-minulo walk 
every day in lire smaH walled-otf, roolless pathways around 
the facility No. 13 Indicates overhead connecting corri­
dors used lor transferring prisoners.

the final section ol the prison, in the upper right cor­
ner of the diagram, is the work biigade area (No. 15) and 
the gales entering it (No. 16). In the same area, is the 
workers' prison building (No. 8). The two sections In the 
upper left ol the diagram are lar from the least important 
in the Vladimir prison: they house the Officer’s School of 
the M.V.D. and its dormitory (No. 17).

The prison in Vladimir is reputed lo be the strictest 
political Isolation facility under the administration of the 
K G  B. Inmates here are often not able to find out who Is 
locked up in the neighboring ceil.

The walls of this facility have come to know the tragic 
fate of many people. One of the most tragic cases here 
has been that of Raoul Wallenberg, the former Swedish 
diplomat. Ktf lapped by the Communists in Budapest 
35 yea.s ago, this completely lnno*,ent human being, 
who rescued many Hungarian Jews at the end ol World 
War II, has since bean neid prisoner in the camps and 
prisons of the Soviet Union.

Our Research Center has been able to trace Wallen­
berg's secret journey through the Soviet penal system. 
Soviet authorities have made two official statements on 
the case thus lar; "Soviet authorities know nothing of the 
fate of Raoul Wallenberg" and "Raoul Wallenberg died in 
a K.G.B. prison in 1947

•
W e  have lound a number of witnesses, former political 

prisoners from the Soviet Union, who could name a series 
ol camps and 
fined: on Vra 
toreignors in
prison in Vladimir. W e  can confirm that Wallenberg was In 
building no. 4, cell no. 23. And he may still be there today.

The list ol former inmates in Vladimir prison also in­
cludes Francis Gary Powers, the American pilot, and 
Vasillt Slalin, a son of the late Soviet dictator. More
248

rocent Inmales ol the laciiity have included Dukovskn. 
Shcharanskii, and other well-known political prisoners
A. V., an eyewitness, describes tile in this horrible pris­

on: "Upon arriving in 1970. w e  were told by the prison 
authorities that w e  would lirst be pul into quarantine. 
This meant living on starvation rations in a ceil wilhoul 
mattresses, blankets, pillows, and without personal pos­
sessions or books. W e  were subsequently placed under 
strict regime for six months. The first ot those six months 
was spent under isolation-cell conditions (approximately 
800 caiories).



but now occupied by Iho Soviet Union; pad ol Sakhalin 
Region)

Lasl bul not luasl, lhe mascol of lhe Summer Olympic 
Games in Moscow 1900, Mishka himsell, is u product ol 

prisoner labor.
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T H E  KIDNAPPING O F  R A O U L  W A L L E N B E R G

Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat, was stationed 
in Hungary at the end ol Work! War II. Hu successfully 
organized a whole series ol measures that rescued Iho 
lives of Hungarian Jews. Thousands of Jews owe him 
their lives.

Soviet troops, however, soon entered Hungary. On 
17 January. 1945, Wallenberg was summoned to die 
military headquarlers of the Soviet army. In violation ol 
international law, he was arrested, secretly taken into the 
Soviot Union, and incarcerated in Lubyanka Prison in 
Moscow. (See photograph of Lubyanka in this Guide- 
look).

In response to all queries of the Swedish government, 
the Soviet Union disclaimed any knowledge ol the matter. 
In 1958, however, alter having repeatedly been confront­
ed with conclusive evidence that organs of the Soviet 
secret police had kidnapped Wallenberg, the Soviet gov­
ernment officially released a statement that "Raoul Wal­
lenberg died in a Moscow prison in 1947"

After their return from several years' imprisonment cn 
Soviet labor camps, many former Gennan prisoners of 
war reported having seen Wallenberg in the Soviet Union 
alter 1947.

E. Moshinskii, w h o m  I mat in Israel in 1972, was im­
prisoned in a camp on. Vrangel' (Wrangel) Island, where 
he saw Wallenberg in 1962. Inquiries in Israel led lo 
A  Kaknskii. who testifies that ho saw Wallenberg in 
Vladimir prison In 1959.*

Wallenberg was also seen in Soviet camps by former 
prisoners from Hungary and Rumania between ’950 and 
1960.

Yan Kaplan, an eyewitness, saw Wallenberg by 
chance in the hospital ot Moscow's Dulyrke Prison (see
’S*« Iho •«!«! dtjcuMlon ol tha on poge 240



entered Budapest. (Tho Swedish Government addressed a whole series 
of iii(|rtirie.s lo tho Soviet. Government re the fate of Wallenberg, but 
lIn*. Soviet. Government nlways took the slmul that it knew absolutely 
nothin" about what happened to Wallenberg— this, in tho face of 
eye-witness reports that Wallenberg was Inst seen being .narchcd olF 
under Hod A r m y  escort.)

Hot It tho Israeli resident nnd the prisoners" .whom Shifrin met in 
C a m p  No. 7 before his release, told him that tho P O W ’s on Wrangel 
Island wero used for modicnl experiments, sonic involving the effects 
of rndintion on tho human body, others involving the effects of pro­
longed submersion at great depths. ( N O T E :  A  translation of this 
statement appears in the Appendix to Part 2, P. 127. Tho Israeli citizen 
who submitted it asks that Jus name not bo made public because he still 
hns family in tho Soviet Union. His real name has been given iu con­
fidence to the subcommittee.)

Stalin's plan for the liquidation of the Je io s
Fr o m  prisoners w h o m  ho met in the Tayshct complex, Shifrin heard 

a bizarre story about Stalin’s plan to liquidate the Jews. Tlic prisoners 
told him that in 1952 (a time which coincides with the peak of the 
unti-Jowish terror) they had been sent to the Lake Baikal area to help 
construct a railroad spur. The spur rnn from the main line of the 
TransSibcrinn railroad for a distance of two or three kilometers to the 
shore of the lnkc— to be more exact, to the edge of a vertical cliff 
sovcral hundred fccLhigh that overlooked tholakc.

The prisoners worked overtime every day, seven days a week, on the 
project— and ns a bonus for their special efforts they were told that each 
day of their labor would be counted as ten days of their term. For the 
three months that they worked on tho railroad, tlicroforc, they wore 
credited with havingscrved thirty months of their terms.

Because tho railroad hnd no concoivnblc justification, the prisoners 
r.sked the officers in charge why they were building a railroaa that led 
to tho edge of a cliff. The officers explained to them that Stalin wanted 
tho railroad completed in a hurry because lie planned to announce the 
forciblo deportation of all Soviet Jews to the nlready aborted “Jewish 
Soviet. Republic” of Birobidjnn. Bnt, under tho Stnlin plan the Jews 
would no/cr get as far ns Birobidjnn. The railway spur to the cliff 
overlooking Lake Baikal was being built so that the Jews could be 
liquidated without the trouble of building crematoria. (Lake Baikal at 
that point was many thousands of feet deep).

Shifrin was skeptical about the story nt the timo. But in tho couvse 
of his travels around the Soviet Union in 1906—G7 he made it a point 
to visit the point south of Lake Baikal which tho prisoners had de­
scribed; and, suro enough, tho railroad spur wns thcro terminating on 
the top of a cliff several hundred feet high. Everything was ns the 
prisoners had described it, except that the roadbed was now over­
grown with weeds and tho rails were badly rusted.

Political, religious, and national resistance in the Soviet Union
Numerous underground groups and movements arc springing lip all 

over (lie Soviet Union. M a n y  hundreds of freedom fighters have been 
arrested, and sent to jails and concentration camps for up to 15 years.
Tho civil rights movement in the Soviet Union goes back to before 

tho Hungarian revolution of 195G. A m o n g  the early heroes of this

resistance, Shifrin notes particularly the nnmes of Eduard 
Kuznetsov, Ilya Rokshtoin, Igor Avdeev, Viktor IChanstov, and Yuri 
Osipov. They began their resistance with the public readings of pool ry 
in Maynkovsky Square. First they read the poems of Mayakowsky. 
Then they began to rend some of their own poetry thntconlamcd 
criticisms of tho Soviet regime. Then Bokshtcin one day climbed up 
on the statute o.f Maynlcowsky and delivered ft pnssionnto oration 
against Soviet tyranny. A  battle ensued with the secret police, and 
scores of those who took pnrt in the demonstration were arrested and 
imprisoned.

Since that time there have been ma n y  similar public protests in the 
Soviet Union— some of them inspired b}' the suppression of the H u n ­
garian Revolution, some of them inspired by the desire for more free­
dom  and hatred of the regime of oppression, some of them inspired 
at least in part by the recurring food shortages. In every ease the an­
swer of the regime has been more arrests and more repression. Over 
the past 1G or 17 years in the Soviet Union there have been riots and 
oven major clashes in a whole series of Soviet cities, including Ryazan, 
Timyr Tau, Krasnodar, Vladivostok, and Novochcrkask. Only half a 
year ago there was a major riot in which many people were killed in 
the city of Dnieprodzerzhinslc, on the. river Dnieper.

Intellectuals like Galanskov and Ginzburg tried during this period 
to publish an underground magazine. The Samizdat movement, became 
nationwide— thousands of people participating in tho laborious copy­
ing of documents of opposition. The Chronicle of Current Events, 
chief of the Samizdat publications, began to come out on a regular 
basis— and despite frantic efforts o.. the part of the. regime, it cont inues 
to conic out until this day. A  Jewish underground chronicle, Exodus. 
also begin to appear on a regular basis. Entire books, like Marchenko's 
“M y  Testimony,” were circulated in Samizdat form.
There were many casualties in this unrelenting battle for freedom—  

men nnd women whose nar es are justly honored throughout the. world. 
A m o n g  the best known of these martyrs for freedom were Sinyavsky 
nnd Daniel, Pavl Litvinov, General Grigorenko, Anatoli Marchenko, 
Victor Ivrasir, and Victor Feinberg. All of these men arc still in 
prison.

One of the principal heroes of the Soviet resistance to w h o m  Shifrin 
wants to c-all attention is Vladimir Bukovsky, with w h o m  lie spent 
some time in prison.

Bukovsky wns one of the initiators of the Russian democratic op­
position. Out of 30 years of his life, 9 were spent in psychiatric prisons 
and concentration camps. In January 1972 lie wns sentenced to a total 
of 12 years for having sent to the West a collection of documents con­
cerning tho confinement of healthy dissenters to special psychiatric 
instiutions. [These documents together with other materials were re­
leased by this subcommit ten on December 4,1972.]

Igor Ogurtsov, Miklmil Sado, Yevgeni Vatrin, and Boris Av- 
crochkin, leaders of the A 11-Russian Social-Christian Union f o r  
the Liberation of the People, and some sixty of their followers 
were arrested in Leningrad, Tomsk, Irkutsk, Petrozavodsk, and other 
cities, because their patriotic appeal for the revival of Russia’s 
spiritual and religious values did not fit into the pattern of tlic 
Communist-sponsored policy of “Russification.”



The* officer sut nnd watched Shifrin read this with a smirk on his 
face. I lo hnd contrived tho entire situation for the satisfaction lie de­
rived from watching Shifrin’s torment.!
A  few months Inter, the sadistic captain permitted Shifrin’s mother 

lo visit him— the fust visit she had been permitted ir, eight years. 
W h e n  she. cnmo to Potma, tho captain harangued her for several 
hours, telling her that her son wns a. criminal, that hchad been a. prin­
cipal instigator of prison riots and uprisings, and that he would re­
main in prison until the end of his life. After this lengthy cheerful 
preface, lie permitted Shifrin’s mother to meet with him for four hours.

W h e n  Shifrin finally saw his mother, 6hc was so upset and broken 
that virtually the entire four hours she begged him t > be good and not 
to get into trouble. Shifrin tried to explain to his mother that the cap­
tain was a sadist who enjoyed tormenting people. But she was too 
frightened to listen. W h e n  she returned to Moscow she had a stroke, 
wns in u coma for several months, and bhcn died.

Concentration Camp No. 7 
In February 1903, Shifrin was moved from prison C a m p  No. 10 to 

C a m p  No. 7, which was also in the Potma “Dubravlag,” or complox, 
at a distance of 20 to 25 lrms. from No. 10.

Concentration C a m p  No. 7 had a very strict regime, but here people 
lived in barracks rnthor than in cells. Shifrin was initially placed in 
nn invalid barrack, which housed about 400 prisoners. The prisoners in 
this camp worked in n plant where they made furniture, including 
cabinets forTVand radio.

In this, Shifrin's lost year in the camps, the camp regime became 
stricter from day to dny. The rules governing meetings with relatives 
became constantly more arduous. There were frenuont searches— body 
searches and barracks searches. W h e n  the guards went through the 
barracks, the prisoners wcro required to stand outside, sometimes for 
hours or. end.

Returnees to the Soviet Union 
In C a m p  No. 7 Shifrin met a number of one-time refugees from 

Communism, who had lived in France nnd Germany and other coun­
tries, and who had been foolish enough to believe the propaganda 
campaign which bhc Soviet regimo had addressed to expatriates all 
over the world. W h e n  the expatriates returned to their “motherland,” 
vhc press mndo a tremendous noise about them. But they carried the 
vims of foreign exposure, and, not very surprisingly, somo months 
after their return quite a number of thorn found themselves sentenced 
to 10 years in the concentration camps. In this category, Shifrin re­
calls tlic names of Golub and Ponomarenko.

The Translation of Exodus 
It was during his stay in C a m p  No. 7 that Shifrin translated Leon 

Uris’ hoolc. Exodus into Russian— a version which was subse­
quently widely circulated in tho Soviet Union via numerous lmnd- 
typcd Samizdat copies. A  paperback copy of Exodus had been 
smuggled into the camp. As ho read it, Slnfrin could translate por­
tions of it aloud to groups of Jewish prisoners. One day lie decided to 
make a written translation. This was an enormously complicated and 
risky operation. Simply to got the paper on which to write, lie, lmd to 
enlist tho aid of all the Jewish prisoners, and many nonJewish pris­
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oners. They brought him sheets of paper, one at a time, or two at 
time. Although thov all knew thatSniirin was working on somvthii 
big, no one betrayed him. W h e n  the translation was completed, Shifr 
decided to make ono copy in a hurry— so that there, would he a hacku 
copy if anything happened to tho o’riginal. H e  divided the. tnmslalh 
between 30 prisoners, 20-30 pages per prisoner, and, working togethe 
tlioy completed tho second copy in very short order. Again, no ot 
betrayed him.
W h e n  Shifrin was released on June. G, 19G3 (he wns informed short ’ 

boforo his release that his sentence had been reduced from 25 yea 
to 10 yenrs) he was able to smuggle one of the two copies of the trail 
lation out of the camp in his baggage. A  typewritten copy was sail 
sequcntly made by a sympathetic non-Jcwish girl in Odessa— and th 
became the beginning of the round-robin Samizdat copying operatic 
on a national scale.
A m o n g  the signed statements which Shifrin has submitted for t> 

record is one from a fellow-veteran of C a m p  No. 7 who worked on tl 
translation of Exodus with Shifrin. (See Appendix to Part 2, P. 111

fokjhon rows in soviet concentration camts

F r o m  ’53 to ’56 Shifrin met many thousands of P O W s  of all natioi 
alities— Germans, Italinns, Frenchmen, Spaninrds, etc.— seat ten* 
through most of the camps in which ho was detained. In ’55,10 ycai 
after the wnr ended, there began large.-scalc repatriation of P O W s — i 
at. least of those who had survived. B y  the end of 195G tho process o 
repatriation appeared to have been completed, or almost complete! 
Shifrin no longer met T O W s  in the long list of camps through whir 
he moved. However, in 19G2, 17 years after the war ended, lie did ei 
counter a group of somo dozen Belgian officer P O W s  who, he believe: 
wcro finnlly released as a result of the intervention of tho Ikdgia 
quean on vi$it to Moscow.

$oin« weffa before Shifrin’s rolcnsc in June of 1063, some new pri 
one^s nrrivca in C a m p  No. 7 who told Shifrin that thoy had coino t hei 

a camp on Wrangel Island— one of the northernmost and bleu!, 
eefciiriitposts of Soviet territory. Shifrin was surprised at this, beam.- 
ho had not previously heard of a camp as far north as Wrangel Islam 
Tho prisoners said that they had eermj for five years on Wningi 
Island, in a special detachment which brought food to three coiuei 
tration camps in which lived only “fascist generals” nnd other big! 
ranking foreign officers. W h e n  Shifrin said that nil P O W s  hud bee 
repatriated in 1950, they persisted in theirstatcmentthat.high-vankin 
foreign officers, P O W s  from 1945, were still on Wrangel Island.
Shifrin was not disposed to believe this at tho time, hut recent! 

ho has had confirmation from another source. H e  has received a stall 
mcnt from a recent immigrant to Israel, a former concentration cam 
inmate, who reported tlmt ho was interned on Wrangel Island uni 
19g2; that there ho met many former POAVs, Italian. German. Spin 
isn ; that there ho also met R. Trushnovich, tho N T S  leader [ N T S  is 
Russian anti-communist organization] who was kidnapped from AVer 
Germany in 1951. and Raoul WallaaWpr, the Swedish diplomat wh 
was credited with saving many thousands of Hungarian Jews froi 
deportation by tho Nuzis, and who disappeared when the Red A r m



Mr. SiiiriUN. Yes. A n d  when I rest in thia cell after this intcrroga- 
on, also'they brought m o  to ICabulov, Lieutenant General ICabulov, 
'St adviser of Beria, and ho told mo:

Ynn fpc, I porinlt ft you rest l ic e n ce  I see Hint you nrc not a person which 
e can push to soinelhlng with tills wuy. I perm it you fo  rest. Now speak with 
e rpcnl.v, because I linve In my arsenal such things that you cannot know about, 
mi will talk. Now, It is the best way to toll you, because If another way, you 
oulil see what It would mean.
And T answered: “I have nothing U> tell.” A n d  it was at night, 
nV.ocIc in the. night— they always interrogate in the nights— and he 
touted, “Bring him to special cell!” and they put m e  in Lcfortovo in 
iidcrground roll. It was— I do not remember now how many steps it 
as, but it wns very many staircases underground. A n d  It wns a cor- 
dor with only nine cells. A n d  in this corridor, I was put in the cell 
ith the No. 3. It wns a high coll, but only maybe a meter and half 
idc, in a square.
Senntor Gurnf.y. W a s  this in tho some prison ?
Mr. Shifrin. Yes, in Lofoitovo prison.
Senator Gurney. This was after you were transferred----
Mr. Shifrin. Yes, from Lubyanka to Lcfortovo.
Senntor Gurney. All right.
Mr. Shifrin. A n d  when I came to the cell, I ivus astonished Lo­
uise I stepped 111 mud, watery mud. It was not deep, maybe 15 ecnti- 
lrtcrs deep only, 10 or 15, but you stay in the mud, in water. A n d  all 
heir walls wcro moldy, and you cannot lie in this cell. You have not 
link, you hnvo not chair. A n d  I was there 28 days in standing 
tosition.
Senator Gurney. There wns nothing in the cell at all except you? 
Mr. Shifrin. Nothing absolutely. After 12— maybe 12, maybe 14 

lays— I sat in this mud, because it was impossible. M y  legs was like 
umbers.
Senator Gurney. They were all swollen ?
Mr. Shifrin. Yes, hccnuso it is impossible to stand. A n d  all the day, 

i asked tho chief of the prison to come to me. W h y  I know exactly 28? 
ilecnuso I make stripes on this green mold. W h e n  they givo m e  this 
>icco of bread and glass of water, it is one day for me, because once 
m  tbo dny, such a piece of bread and one-glnss of water in tho morning 
m d  in the ovoning. A n d  that was m y  calendar on the wall, and with 
oread.
"When the chief came to me and asked me w h y  I asked him to see 

him, I asked only one question; where is the order of m y  arrest? A n d  
ho answered me: I will tell it to the investigators; and he went out.
It wns 28 days. Then they released m o  from this cell and put m e  in 

tho simplo cell in the same Lcfortovo prison. A n d  only after 0 months, 
after a court-martial when they sentenced m e  to death, I havo known 
that in this day, when they permit m e  to go to the ordinary cell from 
this mud, they arrested Beria, ICabulov, Vladimirsky and the other. 
All these generals wcro nrrestcd together with Beria.

Senntor Gurney. These nra the ones that interrogated you?
Mr. Shifrin. Yes, they were arrested and killed.
Senntor Gurney. W h y  was that?
Mr. Shifrin. W h y ?  Ask the Soviet Government. They always kill 

all these interrogators. Always, they change them. They shot Beria

with thousands of interrogators; they Bhot Yozhov and Yngodu— they 
wcro ministers of the K G B .

Senator Gurney. This wns the purge after Stalin’s death?
Mr. Shifrin. Yngoda and Yczhov wcro boforo Stalin’s death, but 

Communists can’t change. They was in tlic days of Stalin this way, 
tlioy are now this way. A n d  they shot Beria because they knew that 
in another situation, Beria would shoot all government. It is only 
battlo inside, government. Y o u  havo here elections; they lmvc the K G B .  
That is tho di/Tcrcncc.

Senator Gurney. You mean they purge their ranks periodically?
?*Ir. Shifrin. Yes, if they want clinngc, they send to K G B  not with 

elections, but with arrests. It is another way of democracy— “C o m ­
munist democracy.”

Mr. Sourwine. W h o  shot Beria, if you know?
Mr. Shifrin. I do not know this secret, who shot Bcrin. Tlic C o m ­

munist government shot Beria and all these generals of Beria. N o w  we 
have other killers in the head of this ICGB and they put in tho 
prisons other millions of people.

I have hero only a little part of prisoners photos. Thoso are people 
which arc now in the prisons which were arrested in 19G9,1970, 1971, 
and 1972, end some of them died in the prisons.

Galanskov, Talantov----
Senator Gurney. These nrc picti res of w h o m  ?
Mr. Shifrin. These are new prisoners; I show you new photos.
This woman, Ekaterina Znritzka)a— they released this w o m a n  after 

25 years’ imprisonment. Her husband, Miklmil Soroka, was with me. 
H e  died in prison after 23 years and she wns released in December of 
1972, after 25 years imprisonment.
This man, Galanskov, died in December 1972 in concentration camp 

in Potma. _
Senator Gurney. Are these pictures of new political prisoners m  

the Inst few years?
Mr. Siiifrin. Yes. This is photo of man w h o  on the island of 

Wrangel met Dr. Truslmovich, one of leaders of Russian underground

N T S - . . .  , , , -
This man, Talantov, died in prison now, he wns theoiogian, a

Christian theologian. p .
That is General Grigorenko. N o w  ho is in a mental prison asylum, 

because ho is dissident. . . .
A n d  that is only a little part of photographs. This is Anatoli M a r­

chenko. Mnybo you know nis book about prisons and concentration 
camps.

Senator Gurney. A vc these important people m  government?
Mr. Shifrin. Some of them. Somo of them like General Grigorenko, 

ho was very important. H e  was a hend of cybernetics department in 
the W a r  Acadomy of Officers in the U.S.S.R. in Moscow.

Senator Gurney. H o w  do you know about the imprisonment of 
thcso particular people? .

Mr. Shifrin. Because all thcso people arc m y  friends. I know them 

personally.
Senator Gurney. You know each one of them?
Mr. Shifrin. I know each one of them personally. I cun tell their 

biographies to you, I met them ma n y  times.



signature and I cannot go to another place. lint I was in n little special 
posit ion, because I said Mint it wns “prisoner Innd.” In Karaganda 
it wns maybe a million people living, and 800,000 former prisoners. 
And (bat is why they permit a prisoner sometimes to be in a high 
position. After prison I was their chief legal adviser in the industry 
of coal mining. And that is why they permitted me to go to another 
part of the country when I must go with m y  business, with m y  work. 
That is why I wns not there only in 0110 place.
ATr. Sourwine. Mr. Shifrin, just one question. You say you went 

down there in Kazakhstan and you were free. Yon were free, to go 
wherever you wanted to go, if you did not leave your cage. That is 
right, is it not?
Mr. Sim-uiN. No, 1 was not absolutely free. All former prisoners 

in exile, they arc not free. They must live in one place, or one village.
Mr. Sourwine. That is what I wanted to get clear.
Mr. Shifrin. But I was a little more free because of m y  position. 

I also was not free because when I made a special trip to another part 
of (lie country, always two K G B  came to m o  in m y  back, secret serv­
ice. They camo with me.
Senator Guiinf.y. A n d  you were not free to do what you wanted 

to, von had to do the work that they assigned to you ?
Mr. Shifrin. Yes, but they gave mo good work in my education. 

It was very good for me.
Senator Gurney. A n d  you could only move around at t W r  orders 

to perform your particular position?
Mr. S m n u N .  Yes.
N o w  maybe you would hear these parts of tho letters— not all tlic 

letters, but parts of the letters, because I cannot tell only m y  words. 
You can hear these words of prisoners also. Permit me, please, to have 
Mr. BoldyrcfT read them for me.
. Mr. Boldvheff. Hero is a statement of Alexander Kriingold, who 

now resides in Israel.

In July 1071, I lincl occlusion to visit Potmn while escorting Nina Krasnova, 
(lie w ife o f  Anntoll Altman, who had been sentenced In prison during tlic first 
T/Ciiingrnrt Irlnl. A  narrow gauge railroad, on both sides o f  which like so many 
boils lie scattered the terrible labor cnmps o f M ordovia. This railroad runs deep 
Into the forest from  the main junction. Potma Is a fearful place which readily 
evokes Nazi concentration enmps— borbed-wlre fences, w atch towers, dogs set 
In pursuit o f  people. These cnmps are the worthy heirs o f  H itler’s  and Stalin ’s 
work, §

Senator Gurney. W h a t  date is that?
Mr. norj)YHEFF. This is July 1971. H e  describes the condition when 

he says about these boils, describing Potma, tho area that Mr. Shifrin 
hns shown first.

Senntor Gurney. If you will just excuse m e  for a moment, for tho 
purposes of the record, all letters will bo received in evidence, but 
the, chairman will make a determination later what lettors will be 
printed in Iho written record.

(The letters referred to m a y  bo found in tho appendix, Part 2, 
p. 107.)

Senator Gurney. Also for the purposes of tho record, all of the maps 
that- have been referred to so far this morning will also bo received in 
evidence and will be. printed in the record.

Mr. Sourwink. M a y  I make a suggestion, Mr. Chairman. It might 
lie, since, these maps arc being printed in color, that tho maps should be

'XJ

reduced to lino drawings in black and whito for printing in tho record.
I also note that tho witness hns submitted a list of Soviet concentration 
camps. I wish to suggest that this list he printed in tho record.

Senator G u r n e y . Yes, that may be done.
(The prison m a p  of Moscow is on p. 41. Tho other maps referred to 

m a y  be found on pp. 2 and 3. Tho list of Soviet concentration camps 
will be found in tho appendix Part 2, p. 105.)

Mr. S h i f r i n .  N o w  another letter.
Mr. B oi.d y r e f f. This is a letter of December 1972 from Re.yza Paint 

nilc. She urrived on the 21st of December 1972 to Israel. She gives her 
deposition. Site said, “This is a womens’ camp. Tho camps wcro located 
in a swamp, indicative of special care and concern for women.”

She got out herscl f on December 1,1972.

A continuously Eemlcold and hungry existence. No medical service. Grlpjie nml 
quinsy were not considered Illness. One bad to lose consciousness to be allowed 
off for  a day. Only tbe prison uniform  wns allowed— In summer a cotton  drt^-s, 
In winter tbe same dress nnd a padded Jacket which provided no wnrmlli. T lic 
camp bad approxim ately 1,100 persons despite tbe fact that it  wns designed for 
only 700. T he result, terribly crowded conditions. I was ln lcntlonnlly placed In 
the vcnerul disease ward. H ot water for laundry and bathing was nvnllnbie only 
once In 10 days. T be food— garbage, r ig s  nrc fed better by good mnsters.

Now. Micro is a third testimony here. The writer of the following 
statement could not sign his real name because ho still 1ms close rela­
tives in Russia. However, Shifrin knows him and could supply his 
name confidentially to tho subcommittee. Now, he writes here: IIo was 
fcrrovtai1. and located in Wrangel Island. This is the little island there at 
the very top, over in tho Arctic.

I was arrested again In 105S, thrown Into prison, nnd w ithout any trial, sent 
to autonom ous republic, und from  there to the Inland o f  W rangel, where I re ­
mained until 1002, A t the cam p I mnde the acquaintance o f n form er physician. 
Vasiliy Ivanovich Polnkov, Colonel, o f  Vlnssov Army, n larger number o f SS nml 
Gestapo Germans nnd mauy Italians, who had long been declared dcud but who 
arc nctually still living on W rangel In theB clopolynr’ye.

There follows a list of 17 Gentian and Italian names.
N o w  I quote further:

Tfcg m a p  o f  W rangel Island w as an experimental camp where experim ents 
wajra conducted on living people. The experiments were In the form  o f Injections, 
ftWta, oxygen teats on people who wore long declared dead but were alive at that 
lime— Ifio'J— and were working very hnrd In the camp. There wns nlso Raoul 
W allenbeig who w as [Sw edish] consul In Budapest during tbe W nr uuc! who un­
der the German occupation, aided by money, helped JewB escape from  Hungary 
through Switzerland Into other countries. When the Soviets entered Budapest, 
Raoul W allenberg was Immediately arrested at the order o f  lhe Coiiumwidniit o f 
Budapest and sent by opeelal trnin to  Moscow. He wns then 27 years old and was 
a linndsome. educated young man.

I think that is enough.
Mr. Shifrin Can I continue?
Senator G oiu.f.y . Yes.
Mr. Shifrin. Also m y  experience about these concentration camps in 

tho U.S.S.R. I can prove with m y  other trip. After exile, I made n 
trip in this line. Y o u  can sec this trip on the m a p  of U.S.S.R. which I 
made— you seo this line to Chita. I made this trip because I was too long 
in one place and also because I want to see m y  friends. I have thou 
sands of friends all over the world from concentration camps. 1 have 
also ma n y  in Hawaii nnd I have in Japan also, and here also in tin-
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ANCHORAGE. Alaska —  Some Alaskan 
stare legislators fear the United States may be 
about to settle a long-standing boundary dis­
pute with the Soviet Union by ceding to the 
Russians a potentially petroleum-rich stretch 
of the Bering Sea. . '
Because the area is somewhat removed 

from Alaska’s shores, Lhe issue has not yet 
attracted wide attention from many Alaska 
public officials, most of whom are focusing 
right now on oil development and environ­
mental concerns of their state’s Bristol Bav. ' 
But Roger Jenkins, a Republican state 

representative from Anchorage, has the sup­
port of 16 of his fellow Alaska House mem­
bers as co-sponsors of his pending resolution 
protesting any giveaway of what they contend 
is U.S. territory.
With underwater oil exploration of the 

outer continental shelf a hot political item 
here, the lawmakers are concerned about the 
possible deal, which could involve five islands 
they claim really belong lo Alaska, as well as 
hundreds of thousands of miles of sur­
rounding seabeds.
At the annual meeting of the U.S. Confer­

ence of Mayors just concluded here, former 
Alaska Gov. Jay Hammond concurred that the 
issue could be an important one, “but right 
now we have no idea what the oil resources 
are in that area.”
Gerry O'Connor, an Anchorage 

assemblyman, said Bristol Bay oil develop­
ment is the dominant factor here right now, 
and Chip Dennerlein, Anchorage's director of 
intergovernmental affairs, said Mr. Jenkins' 
efforts are generating the first information 
many Alaskans have heard on the issue.
At issue in negotiations already under way 

wCi.Cwti the two superpowers is a part gf the 
off shore Navann Basin oil and gas lease 
area, including Wrangell Island, which the 
Soviets wrested by force from Nome-based

merchants in 1924, sending 14 Americans to 
*• Siberia. The island is believed to be the site of 

Soviet slave labor camps as well as military 
; Installations targeted on the United States.

The boundary is Lt dispute because of dif- 
. ferences in the way the United States and the 
. .U.S.S.R. Interpret the 1867 convention under 
r which the United States bought A'aska from 
Russia. The United States believes the 
••boundary is described in the convennon as a 
, great circle while'the Soviets contend it 
should follow a constant compass bearing. 

r .j Negotiations over the boundary, began in 
earnest last July when a State Department 
team journeyed to Moscow for talks the Ass 
mated Press said were “seen by diplomatic' 
observers as another in a series of steps taken 
in recent days by the Reaean administration 
t6 try to improve relations with the Soviet 
Union.”
Other islands in the negotiations begun 

several years ago between the United States 
and the Soviets are Bennett. Henrietta and 
Jeanette, which were discovered after the 
Alaska purchase, and Herald, which was dis­
covered by Great Britain in 1849 and later 
ceded to the United States.
Wrangell Island was discovered in 1831 by 

a landing party that included the famed 
explorer. John Muir.
Four energy companies have deposited 

more than 521 million with the Interior 
Department on their bid of S108 million to 
lease sections of the Navann Basin foroiland 
gas exploration.
Mr. Jenkins, in an interview, said he hopes 

vo generate enough interest in the issue "to 
win approval of our resolution in the next 
session of the Legislature next year."
Since the issue arose last year, opposition 

to ceding the territory- to the Soviets has been 
expressed by the Daughters of (he Amencan 
Revolution, the Military Order of the W,.ld 
Wars and the Young Amencans for Freeaom. 
The Conservative Caucus has. sougnt to 
spread information about it.



S o v i e t  b o u n d a r y  

t a l k s  b e g i n

WASHINGTON (A P ) -  A 
team o f  americun diplomats 
began negotiations In M oscow 
Monday over the boundary be­
tween the tw o nations iii die 
Bering Sea.

The exact line is in dispute 
because o f  differences in the 
way each country interprets 
the language o f  the 1867 
convention under which Die 
United Stales bought Alaska 
from Russia.

Tlic boundary was described 
In the articles o f  the conven­
tion hut no maps were 
attached The United Slates 
believes the line Is described 
by a great circle while the 
Soviet Union says II should 
follow  a constant compass 
bearing.

The long-standing but gener­
ally dormant dispute . was 
brought to !hc. public's atten­
tion earlier this year when the 
U.S. held un oil and gas lease

sale which included tracts in 
the disputed area.

Although most oil co m ­
panies stayed away I nun lhe 
area known as the Navann 
Basin, a consortium o f  Shell 
and AMCK't) o ffcrr  | $100 
million dollars for IK tracts 
thcic. Tlic government said be­
fore tlic sale II w on 'l allow 
any exploration until it is 
dcicniiiucd who ow ns the 
ocean floor

Although the federal 
government may decide at any 
lime not to lease lhe disputed 
area . . . the com panies
won't be able lo withdraw 
llieir bids or gel their money 
luck, with interest, for live 
ycais.

The decision to open the 
talks is seen hy diplomat ie 

.observers as another in a series 
o f  steps taken in rccrnl days 
hy the Reagan administration 
to try to improve relations 
with Hu Soviet Union,

?,Ct
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G r o u p  c l a i m s  '/ 

N a v a r i n ,  W r a n g e !  1

a r e

An Am i-com munist group 
based near Washington D.Ci 
has accused the Slate Depart­
ment o f  planning to give aw iy 

MU.S!*'»«rtit<SrV lo  the Soviet 
Union.
frsrSlockbpld«?^9Ux4iWc>dd n 
Freedom has declared Itsonpu- 
sition to any settlement which 
would recognize the 1867 Con­
vention U n e as the official 
boundary between the tw o na­
tions.

A l issue Is a part o f  the 
Navarin .Basin lease area,' us 
well as live disputed islands 
west o f  the line, including 
Wrangell island which was 
taken from Nome-based mer­
chants Dy in i Soviets in 102*t,

Carl Olson, founder and pre­
sident o f  Stockholders for 
World Freedom , said d ie con ­
vention line was never intended 
as a national boundary Tlic 
1867 convention simply stales 
that tlic Russian guvcmmcni 
was selling i f ,  rights in territory 
east o f  the line to America, 
he said

Olson called for a boundary 
line either 200 miles o f f  iho 
coast o f  St. Matthew Island 
which would include all o f  ihe 
Navann Basin or ci|itnlis:ant

between American and Soviet 
land

He also vailed for ihV U.S. 
to  reassert its claim to Wrangell 
Island and four other islands in 
the Arctic Ocean west o f  the 

jjip n ycn tin clin e . . -. .-.i «--> ; m 
T he Lnincn Brothers Com-

Q llie Nome-based reindeer 
ing and mercantile linn, 

had in the spring o f  19.1<l 
bought a cam p on Wrangell 
Island, o f f  the northern ir-asi 
o f  Siberia, from a Canadian 
on i ci pi iso. Tito United slates 
and the Soviet Union both 
claimed die Island.

In August o| dial year, llic 
Red Arm y landed on Wrangell 
Island aud cm ifisculcd she 
camp transferring its o c c u ­
pants lo  Siberia and later re­
leasing iltcin.

O lson said die U.S. lias 
never abandoned ils claim m 
Wrangel1 mid lhe other loin 
islands
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G r o u p s  O p p o s e  G i v i n g  S o v i e t s  

W m n g e l ,  F o u r

1 8 , 0 0 0  S q u a r e  M i l e s  A r e a  S a i d  W A  i a  O i l  a n d  F i s h e r y  S e s o a r c e s

kn an  U  Isnrar D»m«I »>U, W l. tltl « l l k r.lp>l, il Ikl AMU Mtan AdMim 
Wl. md l(M|t diym M  A Mb tkmnty I 4m dmkmt 1 • tmlddt M M l M r  a Tinkl 
ha

M a n ,  1 9 ,  G i r l ,  1 4 ,  C h a r g e d  W i t h  

K i l l i n g  T h r e e  E l d e r l y  A l a s k a n s

A M -vn r -o u  Arjcbocigi 
ftrt tod bar 19-yw r-o ii boy- 
.*r»«nd. CorntB Bovd. t k o  of 
Ancoorafla. » * r *  :rus
•««h on c b a r i t i  o f murtanng 
th ru  « ld tffy AlMkani on 
April 22.

Tb# p e r . who n *w  ako 
b**n  c b u fr d  « » b  ■ e r i r *  of 
Anchorage burglarm , a i t  cn trf- 
id wen kWln* Plumbing wppiy 
bu iin iunun  Tom F  t e r  to . 6 9 . hit 
m ft. Aon F a c c e . TO. and Anns 
in irr  Emtlu* EQioit. 76 Thtv 
were founo in in t ir  Eau 
Aocnunut hotnr to t morning of 
April 2 J . All :& r*t r .t a  b « n  snoi 
'Jirouga tb r head. execulwn- 
u y it

Tb* c aw  « e c b  baffled 
police for q u ilt  »rr># llm r was 
flnailv broken wnen Bovd and 
lhe (irl w *rr ideniifKKS ih iou jh  
((»r O sa r t fo p p rn  program

wmcb at :be tk a r waaofT*nng a 
160.000 rrwam .

CoMit papers dn crO r iM 
young p a r  aa R r in j  bMQ Imnf 
to (A b rr for two monchi. cratfl- 
'Qt ia tftcaM roomt and apan 
menu. and buying food and 
d ru p  from tfta tool o f tbeir 
In trjun rv

Both Bovd and lb» gtrl have 
b**n t « n  frrqu jn ily at a u t i  
owned .vousing project te a r 
Cbe«er Creek and C Suees. 
Bovd i famih slid l lm  thrrr. 
Tbe | i l l  it in ter u  a runaway 
•od bar p m  m i care moved 
•way

Oo May 30 pobo* nabbed 
iba pair to tba proaeia o f 
burtlom ing two apartments u  
907 W 27lb A n n u l The fff l 
• i t  captuxed *  the artne but 
Boyd made tut iK ap r

1'be fir l wat lak io  to polk* 
headquarters wbara i l»  » u  in
lb« ratdii o f liv ing a u p *d  
confMuon o f p an rtp ac to f w *u  
Boyd in a ten et o f bunUne* 
dating back to  February whan 
Bovd called (be teaitoo to find 
out whai was happening lo  her.

PoIkt k rp l Bovd on  m e 
line tom  enough untU :ba call 
could be traced ;o  the Sean 
MaC Police moved in to arrrc 
hen but Boyd p o tted  '.ham and 
a hided in ton in a one-nour craw  
a c ro u tow n  He »•» arrewed me 
naai day on seven ourflary 
cnarget and two m sft o f weapon 
(Serges.

A w au n t D te r c i A ltom ey 
Bteoaao Branchhow tr uud more 
burglary etiartee — pemapa u  
many m  wean — wUJ be lodged 
aga in * ibe pair.

$ 1 0 8  M i l l i o n  P l a c e d  

I n  E s c r o w ,  L e a s e  F e e s  

F o r  D i s p u t e d  A r e a

B y  T om  S ru p p  
E JH o r

T b e  n a t io n a l o r ja tw a tw r t v  th e  C o m c r v a tr r e  C au c tu  
f o u n d a t io n , th e  D a u g b tm  o f  (he <intncu R rv o k itw n . 
and  th e  M ilita r y  O rd e r  o f  th e  W orld  W an . a long  w ith  
9c r t n l t e n  m em b e r s  o f  th e  A la sk a  H ou se o f  R e p re s e n t  at i t  e t  
a r e  u rg in g  th e  U .S . S t a l e  D c p a n m ew  to  u k c  a  strong  
s tan d  reg a rd in g  th e  U .S .*S o v ie r  U n ion  b o u n d a r y  d e p u t e  
a i t o  K ing  an  18.000 v j u a r r  m ile  a r e a  u i th e  A rc t ic  O cean  
7« d  B er in g  S e a  c o m  x ls  red  r ich  in o i l  and  f k b e r y  r t * * iu r c « .

T h a  a r e a  in d u d e *  f iv e  is lan d  v  W ran ge l. B e o o e u . 
I le n d d . H en n e t  u  and J e a n e t t e

T h e  g ro u p *  c la im  th e  U .S . S t a t e  D ep a r tm en t ha* b e en  
m  se c re t n e g o t ia t io n s  f r i th  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n  fo r  y e a n  and 
h as a lr e a d y  m ad e  c o n c e s s io n s  to  th e  S o n e t  U n io n , in c lu d ­
ing u s e  o f  th e  2.000- tq u a r e ‘ m d e  W m ngd  Is lan d .

T h e  g ro u p s , w h ich  cL xm  th e  U S . o * m  th e  area  an 
q u e s t io n , v e h em en t ly  o p p o s e s  g iv in g  an> o f  if  to  th e 
S o v ie t  U n io n  and  In stead  n  c a ll in g  o n  C o m m a  «o ho ld  
b e a n n g s  to  in v c s t ^ a l e  live a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  S l a t e  
D ep a r tm en t.

O n M ay 12 th is  v c a r . se v e n te e n  m em b e rs  o f  t h e  A la sk a 
H ou se  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  in tr o d u c ed  a r e so lu t io n . H ouse 
J o in t  R e s o lu t io n  53. o n  live su b je c t . W hile th e  re so h it io o  
d id  n o t p a »  t h o  se s s io n  and  w a s le f t  s tr an d ed  at t i le  end  o f  
th e le g is la t iv e  se s s io n  in th e  H ou se R e so u rc e s  C om m itte e , 
r e p o r te d ly  it w ifl b e  rev iv ed  at th e  b eg in n in g  o f  n ex t y e a r 's  
se s s io n .

T h e  r w o t i o o n  e x p la in s  th e  b a ck g ro u n d  o f  th e  d isp u te  
th is  w a y :

“ T h e  N a v an n  B as in  o d  and gas le a se  s a le  in  A p ril 1984 
r e su lte d  in t o t a l  a c c e p te d  b id s  o l  S b J  1.200 000. o f  w h ich  
S108.1" 4.000 w r ;  fo r  an  .v r a  c la im ed  b y  th e  S o v » e i U n io t.

‘T h e  w in n in g  b id d e n  fo r  (he IT r r t c u  in  th e  area 
d i i u e d  b y  th e  S o v ie t U n ion  no t o n ly  a r e  p r e c lu d e d  from  
e x p lo r in g  fo r  o i l and g a s in  th e s e  v a lu a b le  s e a b ed  a rea s , bu t 
lh e ir  b id  d e p o s it  m o n e y  n  b e in g  h d d  in a  s u sp e n s e  a c c o u n t-CoaumxO oo ?•#< -)

■v
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T i n y  W r a n g e l l  I s l a n d  e m b r o i l e d  

i n  b u d d i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e m p e s t

by Heidi Fosner
KnlgM'«rAVr SfwrpApen

T O ' W T  ashlngton —  In 1967. when he was 20.
Mark Seidenberg opened a savings ac­
count at the promotion-minded State 

Mutual Savings and Loan Association in Los An­
geles and. like all new customers at the time, was 
given title lo one square foot of land near .Anchor­

age.

That tiny plot was the beginning of a long and 
tangled story that now finds Seidenberg accusing 
the State Department of illegally bowing to the So­
viet takeover in 1924 of 2.800 square miles of Ameri­
can-owned property, Wrangell Island in the East 
Siberian Sea.

But the story —  which goes b3ck to the U.S. pur­
chase of Alaska from the Russians in i?67, a cen­
tury before Seidenberg opened his savings account 
—  is far from over. The Western Hemisphere Af­
fairs Subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Rela- 
t.ons Committee has become interested in Seiden­
berg’s crusade and may hold hearings on the sub­
ject in 1985.

And I here is more to the story than just one 
American’s claim of injustice. The oid Senate In­
ternal Security Subcommittee in 1973 heard testi­
mony that the Soviet Union used Wrangell Island 
during and after World War II as a forced labor 
camp. There also was testimony that long-lost 
Ra 'ei Wallenberg, the war-time Swe-dish consul in 
Budapest who saved many Jews from Lhe Nazi oc­
cupation, was incarcerated there as late as 1952. •

Furthermore, the ownership of four other is­
lands m the vicinity is at stake in secret negotia­
tions between the United States and the Soviet 
Unior. that have beer, going on since 1981.

The State Department will not talk much about 
Wrangell island, which is S5 mOes from the north­
east coast of Siberia and 270 miles from C3pe Lis­
bon-,e. Scott Hajost, who has been involved for sev­
eral years in discussion with the Soviets of the is­
land and the whole question of the boundary be­
tween the Soviet Union and Alaska, said inJorma- 
tior. about the talks is classified.

He id say he considered Seider.berg a "frirge- 
tvpe person" and that the department has no time 
for him.

Seider.berg, 37, a resident of nearby Alexandria, 
Va . and rum self a muddle- ieve! bureaucrat in the 
Agriculture Depan.ment, says of the State Depart­
ment: "They're gutless and* they operate under a 
policy of detente by appeasement."

Added a colleague, Carl Olson, chairman of 
something called Stockholders for World Freedom 
in Vienna, Va., with AbJch Seidenberg is also as­
sociated. "The State Depan.ment is .not empow­
ered to surrender American real estate and 
seabeds. OrJy Congress has that power. It must be 
brought up in the form of a treaty, signed by the 
president, and debated and ratified by the Senate ji 
order to receive full force of the iaw."

Hajost’s feeling about Seidenberg may stem 
from Seidenberg’s, and Olson's, persistent and 
dogged course of confrontation with the depart­
ment.

Seidenberg is a subscriber to Stockholders for 
World Freedom. He is also Lhe vice chairman of the 
American Sovereignty Task Force. wiLh Olson as 
chairman. And Seidenberg is vice chairman of 
State Department Watch, with Olsor, as chairman. 
The Task Force and State Department Watch have 
the same nine people as participants. Seidenberg is 
also a member of Americans for a Sound Foreign 
Policy in Washington. All of these groups, located 
in the Washington metropolitan area, are hostile to 
the State Department.

Seidenberg and Olson, who also lives in Alexan­
dria, get some agreement in their crusade for 
Wrangell Island from an aide to Sen. Jesse Helms, 
R-S.C., chairman of the Western Hemisphere Af­
fairs Subcommittee.

"It would certainly be worth holding hearings 
on," tKe aide said. "I would think there would have 
to be a treaty. There is a senatorial role and re­
sponsibility when American real estate and re 
sources are involved ... The (U.S.-Soviet) negotia­
tions follow a consistent pattern of the State De 
partmem over the last 30 years. They seem intent 
on giving things to the Soviets."

The same aide, who asked not to be identified, 
said the subcommittee staff was already research­
ing Wrangell Island aod the U S.-Soviet boundary 
negotiations. Seidenberg said at one point that 
Helms had promised hearings would be held, but 
the aide denied that and Seidenberg said subse­
quently that Helms had only urged him to "keep up 
the good work."

Meanwhile, Seidenberg has a June 23, 1973, let­
ter from the Slate Department, signed by M. 
James Wilkinson, deputy director of the Office of 
Soviet Affairs, that says:

"The United States has never had occasion to 
formally recognize Soviet ownership of Wrangell 
Tsland, The United States, however, has long since 
adopted the practice of dealing with the authorities 
in de facto control of territory, and we do not con­
sider that recent scientific cooperative activities 
with the Soviet Union with respect to Wrangell Is­
land necessarily import any recognition o? legal 
status."

Seidenberg’s attention was first drawn to 
Wrangell Island by the Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee’s 1973 hearings into forced labor.

"The camp on Wrar.gei! Island was an experi­
mental camp where experiments were conducted 
on living people," said one witness named "Kcs- 
Icv." " i he experiments were m the form of injec­
tions, diets, oxygen tests or. people who were lor.g 
declared dead but were alive at that time —  1952 —  
and were working very hard in the camp. There 
was also Raoul Wallenbere who was (Swei:«ki



consul ;n Budapest during »K* war and who under 
the German occupation, aided by money, help-td 
Jews escape from Hungary through Switzerland 
into other countries. When the Sovitts entered Bu­
dapest. Raoul Wallenberg was immediately ar­
rested at the order of the Commandant of Budapest 
and sent by special train to Moscow, He was then 
27 years old and was a handsome, educated young 

man.”
The State Department’s office of Soviet affairs 

wrote Seidenberg that it couldn't venfy that testi­
mony by "Koslov," later identified as E. Moshins- 
kii, who claimed to be an ex-pnsoner on Wrangell 
Island and who new lives in Israel. Moshinskii said 
he had testifed under the "Koslov” name because 
he had relatives in Moscow who he feared would be 
persecuted.

Avraham Shifrin. the leading expert on Soviet 
labor camps, corroborated Moshinskii's testimony 

to the subcommittee. He said the Soviets held Ital­
ian, French, Spanish a.nd German prisoners-of-war 
on the island and used them for "atomic medical 

experiments.”
Shifnn’s bock. "The first Guidebook to Prisons 

and Concentration Camps of the Soviet Union," re­
ported that Meshmskii had access to some of the 
records of the Wrangeil Island camp Mcshir.skii's 
list of Italian prisoners on Wrangell matched seme 
names or a list of prisoners mairta-r.ed by Italy.

Seidenberg said he received an anonymous tele­
phone call from a State Department employee the 
vear after the subcommittee hearings. He.said the 
caller told him that the Soviet Union, which took 
over the oninhabitated island in 1924 with its gun­
boat Red October, wanted to discuss the status of 
Wrangell with the United States. The first talks 
were Aug 27. 1974, and led to the secret negotia­
tions that began seven years later.

Seidenberg said tha: when he ask-d about the 
talks, Lhe Stare Department denied they were oc­
curring. He said Lhe Soviets responded to his in­
quiry bv telling him Lhe subject of Lhe talks.

The ch.ef result of the negotiations to date is an 
agreement (which the State Department confirms) 
to use as a U S.-Soviet boundary m the area the 
"convention line" that was established in 1567, at 
the time of the .Alaska purchase, to set a boundary 
between the '.wo nations.

If that line becomes a permanent boundary —  
and there is some debate over how to establish the 
line —  then the claimants to Wnrgel! will lose to 
Lhe Russians. The United States would stand to lose 
more than Wrangell. It would lose any claim to the 

nearby islands of Hemid, Sermer:. Henrietta and 
Jeanette, all west of ’he convention Line, and seme 
huge seabed? extending from the Ajeuiar. Islands 

through Lhe Se.v.g Strait and norh to .he Eastern 
Siber.ar. and Cnukcru Seas Lha; reportedly is nch ji 
oil reserves.

There is some evidence Lhat Qisor and. to some 
axtent. Seder,berg are more interested in Lhe oil 
potentia; of Lhe seabris —  which O'.sor. says cc-n- 
ta_n io od’ior. barrels of oil —  Lhan Lhev are ji 
W rargeil.

Olson calls the "g..eaw of '.it-, -jlly billions 
barrels of America's oil rtsi.-r.es." a situation :h. 
"rr.uk es Lhe Panama Canal fiasco lock insigmfi a 
in compc-r.son."

Herald Island was first claimed by the British 
IS49 and later acquired by Lhe United States, a 
cording to Olson and Seidenberg The islands 
Bennett, Henrietta and Jeanette were discoverv 
and claimed for the United States, by Navy Cor 
mander .jeorge Washington DeLong m an 1S"W 
ex*f<ed:tior to which a monument still stands at th 
U S. Naval Academy m  .Annapoiis, Md. The thr- 
islands are still known as the DeLong Islands

Even before he became interested in Wrar.g- 
Island, Seidenberg was an adversary ol' the Sfa 
Department. In 1973. he sued Secretary of Sta 
Henry Kissinger, unsuccessfully, for refusing 
perrriit him and four lawyer fnends to open a tra 
ing company in the South Pacific and practice :s 
die re.

The anonymous call from a State Depart me 
employee, who knew of Seidenberg because of tb 
Kissinger suit, and the Senate hearings heighten 
his adversarial senses. He said his phones ha-- 
been tapped and he has been under F3I sume 
lance since deciding to fight the department ov- 
Wrangell.

In 1976, he arranged with Ralph Lomen. last 
the Lomen brothers, who claimed to be owners 
the island, to trade his square foot of Alaskan la- 
for 93,000 acres or, Wrangell so that he could cba 
ler.ge the Soviet presence there. Two years late 
he sold 30 acres each to the Supreme Rabbet 
Court of America. Inc , and Lhe Jewish Survival L.. 
gion. Inc., organizations that are joimrg his figr 
for humanitarian reasons. The rest of Lhe island os 
tensibly belongs to the estate of Mildred Lomer 
Ralph’s widow.

A contract study, "The L'.S Cla.rr. to Wrar.ae 
island," done for the State Department in 19" 
says the island was first sighted by an America 
captam, Thomas Long, in IStJT —  the year i: 
United States purchased .Alaska. .Another Ante 
can, Calvin Hooper, landed on the island a: 
claimed it for Lhe United States in I SSI. More Lh. 
40 years later, a Canadieji, Vilhajalmur Stefanssc 
organized a company to live on Wrangel in an a 
ternpt to assert British sovereignty there. In ivd 
he sold whatever interest he had m Lhe island to th 
Lomen brothers, American citizens.

In the mid-1970s, the executor of Mildred L 
men’s will filed a claim with the State Depar.m.cr 
about Wrangell. Like Seidenberg, who file-d a s;m 
lar claim, he was tcld that U.S.-Sovic-t sclent if 
studies taking place then on Wrangeil Island irvoh 
:rg musk cxr.n and migratory birds did not a.,ec- 
its ownership.

The scientific studies stemmed from Lhe Pro: 
co! of Anchorage that was signed Sept. 19. !9*4, t 
the Unned States and the Soviets. In Lhat foe 
ment, the United States referred to the "Sc-.net : 
land Wrangell," the firs: time such a U S. co.ncr 
sion w as made.

Seidenberg makes no'bones about Lhe fact ,w. 
he thir.ks die concession is permanent.
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Al lhe Y.'r-g Americans for Freedom 
lY AF' national cun e-tion m New York 
Cllv on J „ vt 27, 1477, a isxnlutiun w.,s 

, pafvedb> r any Jtv'.de'..gatesrcq4.'sling 
President Carter ;o close down th ce 

[forced-labor concentration camps upsr- 
Ijted by the Soviet KGB (Committee of 

State Security!, and a special camp for 
the tr .ining of rote:gn espionage agent* 
operated by the VKR (Organization for 
Counter-Infiltration) on Wrangell Island, 
Alaska.

Wrangell Island. Alaska is a large is­
land in the Arctic Oev.an about 270 miles 
northwest of Cape Litbume. It was dis­
covered by Captain Thomas Long of the 
New London, Connecticut whaler 
NILE- and named by him in honor of 

Admiral Baron Ferdinand Petrovich von 
Wrangell. IRN, on 14 August 1867. in 
1877. the U S. Department of Warlrans- 
ferred jurisdiction of Alaska to the U.S. 
Treasury Department. Treasury adminis­
tered Alaska until Congress passed the 
Alaskan Organic Act in 1884. The Secre­
tary of Treasury placed the duty of ad­
ministering Alaska in the U.S. 
Revenue-Marine (known since 28 
January 191J as the U S. Coast Guard).

In 1880, Captain Calvin L. Hooper was 
placed in charged of the Bering Sea Pat­
rol, which made him the defacto governor 
of Alaska. Captain Hooper USRM with a 
party from the USRM Steamer 
•THOMAS CORWIN1 landed on 
Wrangell Island on 12 August 1881 and 
took forma) possession in the name of the 
United States Government based on the 
right of discovery by the American Bar­
que NILE- in 1867. The U.S. Coast and 
Geodetic Serv ice then placed this newly 
annexed island In lhe district of Alaska. 
The official survey of the island was car­
ried out by the crew of the U.S.S. 
"JOHN RODGERS" between 26 August 
and 13 September 1881.

Between 1881 and 1910 the island was 
used only by lhe American whalers and 
hunters of walrus. On 8 September 1889 
the U.S.S. Thetis went to Wrangell Island 
to reinforce the U.S. claim of sovereign­
ty. In 1910 the ship ‘Adler’ of Nome, 
Alaska with a motion picture company 
from Hollywood landed on Wrangell Is­
land to make a movie about a polar bear 
hunt and left an U.S. cniign standing 
when they finished.

In the summer of 1911, the Imperial 
Russian Steamer "Vaigatch" under the 
command of Konstantin V. Loman made 
the first Russian landing on Wrangell Is­
land. They anchored at the Bay of Kol­
chak only long enough to establish the 
astronomical position of the landing 
place.

In 1913 the National Geographic Soci­
ety was planning to finance an expedition 
in Arctic to look for Harris Land (like 
3aron Wrangell 90 years prior, Dr. Rollin 
A. Harris in 1911 hypothesized the exis­
tence vf Peringia lo explain his theory of 
tidal move-vents in the Arctic) in the 
Beaufort Sea. Sir Robert L. Borden did 
i.ot w ant U S. Citizens to find and claim 
new lands in the Arctic north or Canada 
fur the U S Government, because of the 
past conflicts with Otto Sverdrup of 
Norway ar.d Adolphus W. Greely of the

n-
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L r.tcd States fl'-1'clote. the Canadian 
('..IVe nrtw.nl olf.ieJtOlin.ince the ev[••ed­
ition if d wax headed by i C mad en and 
under a British Flag. The Canadian Gov- 
e.r.incnt placed the expedition under the 
command ot famous Arctic explorer Vil- 
hj.tlmur Stefansson The llag ship of the 
expedition was to be whiling ship KAR-

■ LUK' under tie command of Captain 
Robert A (Bob! i'artlett. a dilizcn of the 
United Slates, who commanded (he 
U S.5. ROOSEVELT'Tor the Peary & 
Henson expedition lo the North Pole in 

-1909.

• • , FoV-1.. > 18 . I). L S
Ge ’ eral Wili am lOeWitt M 
acknowledged tho the I...men Bun 
Company was the x'w -cr of Wr i-^cil I>• 
'and. A I.oka and i h a the S o v . t i p o ­
tion was n violation of .r.temad. nal law.

In 1939 the Deportment of the Navy 
Wv planning to b nld a naval air stat.on 
un Wrangell Island i.n order to protect ihe 
Philippines from an attack from Japan, 
since Wrangell Island Fes on the g'eat 
circle route between Washington. DC. 
and Manila), but Secretary of State Hull 
did not want to bring up tbe dispute with 
the U.S S R. al that time, so the .dca was 
t-bled.

eW*r."|Pt. 
»ran** Cci^plSUp.is.rPt-

On 26 July 1913 the KARLUK’ d«- 
'  pined Port Clarence, B.C. for Henchef 

Island. By mid-September Ihe ’ KAR­
LUK’ was caught in the Arctic Ice Pick 
far short of it’s goal. Stefansson departed 
his ship to go hunting for fresh meal. Be­
fore he could return, a strong gaJe came 
up and caused the ship to drift.

On January II, 1914, the KARLUK’ 
sank in the ice pack north of Wrangeil 
Island. The survivers began a two month 
track south towards Wrangell on foot 
over the polar ice cap On 12 March they 

. landed at Icy Spit, Wrangell Island. The 
island was their home until removed by 
the ship ’KING Si WINGE’ of Seattle. 
Washington engaged in hunting of waj- 
rus. Bartlett walked across the ice pack to 
Siberia with an Eskimo crew member to 
find a ship that would go to the island and 
remove the rest of his crew. On Sep­
tember 7. 1914. the 'KING Sl WINGE’ . 
transferred the KARLUK- party to the 
U.S. Revenue Cutter ’ BEAR’, the ship 
that Captain Bartlett was aboard. The 
'BEAR' was on its way to Wrangell lo 
remove Banlett'screw olTthe island, but 
was 7J miles from Ihe island when it met 
up with the "KING 4  WINGE’ .

By 1920, Stefansson became worried 
thal Ihe new Soviet stale on orders from 
Moscow might try to take Wrangell Is­
land for herself On September 15. 1921 
'he 'SILVER WAVE' of N„me, AJas.j 
arnved at Wrangell Island and raised the 
U.S. Flag again over the island. Un­
known to Ihe crew of Ihe SILVER 
WAVE', a passenger r.arred Allen Craw- 
ford took formal possession of Wrangell 
Island in the name of the Stefansson Arc­
tic Expedition of 1921, based on the oc­
cupation of the island by the survivors of 
the brigantine KARLUK' from March
12, 1914 to September?. 1914,

On April I, 1924 Stefansson sold 
Wrangell Is'.nd lo the Lomen Bros. 
Company of Nome, Alaska. Then on May
13, 1924 Secretary of Slate Charles Evans 
Hughes declared thal the Lomen Bros, 
were the owners of the island.

On August 20. 1924 the Soviet gun boat 
'KRASNI OKT’r'ABR' armed with six 
pound cannon and Soviet soldiers landed 
at Wrangell Island and kidnapped Mr. 
Charics Wells, manager of Ihe Lomen 
Bros. Company, and 13 American Es-
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On February 1-2, 1973, the Subcom­
mittee to Investigate the Administration 
of the Internal Security Laws of the 
Committee of the Judiciary. U.S. Senate 
discovered that the Soviets were already 
operating a special KGB camp for the 
training of foreign espionage agents, as 
well as having established three concent­
ration camp zones for torturing Soviet 
political prisoners on Wrangell Island.

On August 27. 1974 al a meeting in 
Moscow, U S S R., the U.S. and 
U.S.S.R. wrote up a proposed Protocol 
which if approved by the Department of 
State would grant the Soviet Union the 
forma) use of Wrangell Island. Alaska 
without going lo the U S. Congress for its 
approval.

On September 19; 1974 at 10 30 p m in 
the Westward Hotel. Anchorage, Alaska 
Use approved Protocol was signed by V. 
Denisov &. Vytautas Kontrimavichus for 
the U.S.S.R. and Ronald O. Skoog Si 
Harold T. Jorgenson for the U S.A.

On November 24. 1974 at Vladivostok. 
U S !i.R. President Gerald Forii at the 
direction of Secretary of Slate Henry 
Kissinger approved the above Protocol.

On December 12. 1974 at a meeting in 
Moscow, U.S S R. Mr. Russell Tram 
signed for the U S. Government a 
memorandum "in the field nf environ­
mental prsxtection" which included the 
Protocol of Anchorage of September 19. 
1974. This memorandum was also signed 
by V. Izresl for the government of the 
U.S S R.

On April 14. 197? in a trar-fer -e'e-
i ony at the Bethel. A'jvka air,»rt. the 
formal u-e of Wrangell Island was goen 
to the IJ.S.S.R. by lhe I'niied Stales 
Government.

Incredible as it seems, the United 
States government has sanctioned the 
forcible takeover cvf American iei-uory 
by Soviet Communists! This outrage 
further justifies the skepticism nest 
American* have over State Department 
assurances about American rights in 
Panama. If the government won't stand 
up for our rights, we as citizens m.. pro­
test loudly enough to give our leaders 
some backbone. If you want to help, con­
tact California Young Americans for 
Freedom, 1230 Wilshire Blvd.. Suite 101. 
Los Angeles 90017, or call them at (213) 
482-3822.
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You probably have never beard of 

five UtUe Islands with the funny name3 
of Wrangell, Herald, Bennett, Henriet- 
ta and Jeannette. But they and the w a­
ters that surround them could be Im­
portant to you. There ia a serious ques­
tion bs to whether they will end up 
beiqg American —  or he part of the 
Soviet Union.

The issue began before four of the 
islands were discovered. It was in 1867 
that the United States bought Alaska 
from Russia for 87.2 million. Though 
that lias turned out to be a tremendous 
bargain, at the time it was ridiculed by 
ma n y  Americans who opposed the ac­
tion of Secretary of Stale William H. 
Seward, calling Alaska "Seward’s Fol­
ly" and "Seward’s Icebox." Of course, 
over the years that huge land that was 
to become an American state has 
yielded more valuable furs, gold, other 
products and now oil than Mr. Seward 
could ever have dreamed. And just 
think bow w e  would feel if we hadn’t 
bought Alaska and it were a part of the 
Soviet Union today!

Tbe question Involving the five is­
land* ind the waters around them aris­
es from the original "U.S.-Russia Con­
vention Line of 1867." It’s explained 
this way: "The wording of the Conven­
tion is rather precise. The principal 
question left unsolved is whether the 
lines between fixed points should car-

’rhumb 
was

UUC0 Uvv w lv u  i i a w  pviuvo ouuu iu
tographically be expressed as ’rhi 
lines" of as great circle lines*. It

decided that great circle lines should 
be understood by the convention word­
ing as ‘straight lines* on the earth..

While this is obviously quite techni­
cal, the matter has boiled down to ne­
gotiations between the United Stales 
and the U.S. State Department. The 
Conservative Caucus R esearch. Analy- 
sis &  Education Foundation is warning 
that “The State Department appears 
ready and willing to surrender tne five 
strategic Alaskan islands and hundreds 
of thousands of square miles of oil-rich 
Alaskan outer continental shelf to the 
Soviet Union without full public debate 
and Senate ratification of a treaty."

Carl Olson, executive vice presi­
dent of the foundation, says, "This 
giveaway of literally billions of barrels 
of America’s oil reserves and Alaskan 
sovereign territory makes tbe Panama 
Canal fiasco look insignificant by c o m­
parison.”

Wrangell Island is the largest of 
the five, being abou* the size of Dela­
ware and Rhode Isl nd combined. It 
was discovered and claimed by the 
United States in 1881. The four other 
islands were discovered, claimed or 
acquired subsequent to the purchase of 
Alaska from Russia.

Certainly, this is a matter that 
does deserve extensive Senate scrutiny 
and general public attention to deter­
mine the appropriate U.S. position on 
these lands, waters and potential min­
eral wealth.

X

Sir:
T o  Secretary  o f Stale G eorge 

Shultz:
A s a proud Alaskan and a proud 

Am erican, I don ’t want lo  think that 
y ou r  departm ent could negotiate 
aw ay five o f  our strategic Alaskan 
A rctic  islands and tens o f thousands 
o f square miles of oil-rich  seabeds.

Is President Reagan aware of 
what you  are doing?

Please m ake public the State D e ­
partm ent’s plans for giving up our 
Alaskan islands o f Wrangell, Herald, 
Bennelt, Henrietta, and Jeannette 
and for turning o v e r  billions o f bar­
rels o f  probable oil reserves to  the 
com m unist masters of the Soviet 
Union.

Y our negotiations with the S ov i­
ets on this issue have been secret 
long enough. N ow  is the lime to 
com e  forth and let the Am erican 
people know  what losses to expect.

A n y  deals that y ou  try  to  make 
with the Kremlin should be in the 
form  o f a treaty so  that full public 
debate can occu r  in the U.S. Senate.

T o C o n c e rn e i An .rca n s :
Y ou r im mediate am is needed lo  

stop this one dead in its tracks.
H ow  does the State Department 

think it can  pull the w ool o v er  the 
public's e y es?

Its first strategy is to throw a veil 
o f  s e cre cy  o v er  the negotiations. 
Inquiries lo  the State Department

are m et with cries of " lo p  secre t"  
and "sen sitive  m atters" — and then 
a lot o f  bureaucratic legalese and 
sm okescreens.

F or your inform ation, the chief 
negotiators o f  this giveaw ay 
schem e, are the Slate D epartm ent’s 
legal adviser D avis Robinson, his 
staff m em bers Elizabeth Verville 
and S cott Haiost; Robert W. Smith 
o f the departm ent’s O ffice of the 
G eographer: and H arry Marshall 
and Richard T. ScuUy o f  the Bureau 
o f  O ceans and International. E n v i­
ronm ental and Scientific Affairs.

All o f  these foggy  bottom  officials 
traveled  to  M oscow  for negotia 
lions with the Krem lin com m issars 
during the w eek  of July 23-27. Who 
k n ow s how  soon  they will spring 
this surprise on  the unsuspecting 
Am erican public?

G overnm ent agencies m oy obtain 
additional inform ation and cop ies of 
the international boundary study 
by  calling the O ffice o f the G e o g ­
rapher, R oom  8744, State D epart­
m ent Building, Departm ent of 
State, W ashington. 25, D.C. (T e le ­
phone: C ode 18?. Extension 4507).

W rite to your representatives 
and senators to  gel this information.

F or much m ore important infor 
mation, w rite: Carl Olson, 450 
M aple' A ven ue East, Vienna, V ir ­
ginia, 22180.

W A L TE R  II. P A U IO  
Canfield



Negotiations w o u l d  give rights to Soviets

VDtitw H. Sottard
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S t a t e  D e p t  C h a r g e d  W i t h  O i l  G i v e - A w a y

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Alaskan, 
State Senator Don Bennett (Rep.- 
Fairbanks) has indicated he will seek a ■ 
resolution to “protest the US State 
Department's plan to give to the Soviet 
Union five Alaskan islands and tens of 
thousands of square miles of oil-rich 

outercontinental shdf.”
Spearheading an effort to alert the 

public to this give-away is Carl Olson, 
Chairman of Stockholders for World 
Freedom, headquartered in Alexan­
dria, Virginia. “The US State Depar­
tment has stone-walled. Their 
spokesmen refuse to give out any in­
formation. Several Senate and 
Congressional members have been 
rebuffed in their attempts to get infor­
mation."
Olson was also severely critical of 

the failure of Alaska’s Congressional 
delegation to respond. “The absence 
of any stated position whatever by 
Alaska’s two U.S. Senators and one 
Congressman is especially disturbing, 
since their offices were contacted in 
July with a full account of the State 
Department's intentions." ,
State Department officials led a US

SOVIET GIVE-AWAY is IJtustratfel by broad 
vortical Una whlc|i indicates tho US-Rusala 
Convention Lino of 1M7. Islands tvset of tbo 
lino wort elsimod subsoqvontly by tho United 
States. Oil drilling rights would likewise bo 
givon to tho 8c«tete oast ot Iho line off the 
sdutbaastom cc«»t of Alaska.

delegation to Moscow for the week of 
July 23 to 27 for the purpose of firming 
details of the give-away. “Its 
rationale," according to Olson, “was a 
new interpretation of the old 1867 US- 
Russian Convention Line which it 
decided to elevate to the status of an in­
ternational boundary.”
Alaska was purchased in 1867 from 

Russia for the price of $7.2 million in 
gold. At the time, it was named 
“Seward’s FoVy" after Secretary of 
State William H. Seward who 
negotiated the treaty.
According to Olson, "this position 

would surrender not only five Alaskan 
islands (Wrangell, Herald, Bennett, 
Jeanette, and Henrietta) but it aban­
dons the valid US claims to tens of 
thousands of square miles of oil-rich 
dulercontinenlai shelf. At stake are 
billions of barrels of probable oil 
reserves that would go to support the 
Soviet'war machine, losses of 100’s of 
Alaskan jobs, and surrender of 
military strategic areas.

The State Department’s reversal of 
position was revealed in the Federal 
Register of March 16, 1984. The 
position had been that the 1867 line 
doesn’t constitute a boundary line. The 
five islands west of the Convention 
have been claimed by the United 
Slates. n



G .  R U S S E L L  E V A N S

T he State Department pci 
sists in negnli.itiihis to sur 
render to the Soviet Union 
vast areas o f  oil rich sea 

beds in Ihe Bering Sea and Arctic 
Ocean, territory long considered lo 
he imiier US. sovereignly

Why? Because "the Untied Stales 
never made formal claim s,”  said a 
Slate Department spokesm an An 
mummed diplomat called il "anollier 

'ep  ..  by the Reagan nilminislrn- 
'uni io try lo im prove relations with 
the Soviet Union.”

Whatever the rationalization, the 
fact remains that this en iel dip lo­
m acy could result in the loss o f  up in 
25 billion barrels o f  oil reserves very 
important lo  national security. Even 
m ore damaging would be U.S. sur­
render to illegal Russian claim s.

T h e argum ent centers on Ihe 
interpretation o f  the US.-Russiu 
Convention Line o f  1867, established 
when the United States purchased 
Alaska. Contrary to historical evi- 
donee, Ihe A m e r ic a n  J o u r n a l  o f  
I n t e r n a t io n a l  I m w , and its own gcog- 
lapher, the Rcagun State Depart 
m e n l w o u ld  n ow  d e f in e  th is  
‘convention line”  as the in t e r n a  
t i o n a l  b o u n d a r y  between the two 
countries.

The “ convention lin e " however, is 
not an international boundary, and in 
I95J lhe Stale Departm ent's own 
special adviser in geography, S. Wit 
tcmnre Boggs, said so  in plain Ian 
guage: "M ost lines in water areas 
which are defined in treat ie :< are not 
Imuiularies between waters under 
the jurisdiction o f  Ihe contracting 
parlies, but a cartographic device lo 
sim plify description  o f  the land 
areas in volved .. . ,  " ( A m e r i c a n  J o u r  
n a l  o j  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  hue, Vol 45, 
April 1951, p 240).

Mr. B oggs described  such a line 
simply as a "lin e  o f  allocation" o f  
land Therefore, the land areas to the 
east o f  the convention line o f  IH07 
belong lo the United States; and land

<Tfjc 23m co T H U R S D A Y ,  J U L Y  4. I W

W h y  h a n d  o i l  o v e r  t o  t h e  S o v i e t s ?

areas lo the west belong to the Soviet 
Union w ith o u t  regard to  t l i c  w a te r  
a r e a s  in v o lv e d  M oreover, since  tins 
line does not constitute a stale 
boundary, the cartographic sym bol 
for an international ImumliTy should 
never be used 

This principle was reaffirm ed by 
the Slate Department O ffice  o f  the 
G e o g r a p h e r ’ s I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
l l u u n d a r y  S tu d y ,  Oct I. 1965, ami 
again hy William E Butler, p rofes­
sor  o f  com parative law. University

T h i s  q u i e t  d i p l o m a c y  

c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  

loss o f  u p  t o  2 5  

billion b a r r e l s  o f  oil 

r e s e r v e s  i m p o r t a n t  

t o  n a t i o n a l  security.

t :  R u s s e l l  E v a n s  is  a  r e t i r e d  U S  
I mist ( i n t i r d  i  u p tu r n

o f Dunlin), in I97H. "T h e Russo 
Am erican Convention Line o f  1867 is 
mil regarded as a state frontier, and 
the continental sh elf boundary iu Ihe 
Chukchi Sea and northward rem ains 
lo be negotiated "

tlm ler quiet negotiations with 
M oscow in July IOK-1, Washington 
would accept the 1*2*7 convention 
line as Ihe offic ia l Imimdary and 
evideulally draw it as a rhum b hue 
instead o f a great circle , thereby g iv ­
ing the S ov iets  even  m ore  ml 
reserves on the continental shelf. 
But m ore  im portant, the Slate 
Department would extend this line 
in to  Ihe A r c t ic  O cea n  a s  ilie 
boundary line and surrender live 
strategic islands that lie lo the west 
ward Wrangel, Herald, Jeannette, 
I Icm n-lla.and Bennett all iliscnv 
eii-il and ila im cil Im llu- United 
Stall's long l i t t e r  tin- IHiU pnirhase

m m m m m m a

m m m m m m m fn  

p i g E l g l M M t  j i

P P i l U P 1

m m m m w L i d m ia
m m m m

o f  Alaska from  the Russians.
The largest islands, Wrangel and 

Herald, are in the outer continental 
shell with vast petroleum  potentials. 
W rangel was on ce  considered as a 
prim e site fur a US. air base U.S. 
claim s to the other three islands; 
som e *200 nules west o f  Point Bar­
row, A laska , resu lted  from  the 
h ero ic  Jeannette  ex p ed ition  o f  
IK70 HI under Navy l.l Com m ander 
G em gc W.i-.ltiiii'inn De Long

D ocum ents and land records o f  
the stale o f  Alaska, Ihe U.S Navy, 
and the'ILeasory Department (Rev 
c jiu c  C u lle r  S e r v ice ) tra ce  Ihe 
A m erican  or ig in s  o f  these five 
islands An international court rul­
ing in 195*2 under the Internallonal 
Claims Settlement Ai l established 
U.S. claim s lo Wrangel Island, and 
underscored lhe illegality o f Soviet 
claim s

I Im I \ l i i i -v r a i s earlier, in I9J-I.

Aired J I-omen had liletl bis il.n 
against Ihe Soviets lor  co o l im atn 
liis p rop erly  on the island M 
Duneii w as on e ol LI A in i-m ai 
engaged m proeessm g  tors  in II 
early 1920s In 1924 the Soviets s c  
the gunboat R e d  October, se i /e d  H 
Am ericans and then property, ai 
sent them to S iberia , 911 m iles aw. 
The new Soviet nation cla im ed it 
island. However, a lte r  a long del. 
Ihe court aw arded com pensation  
the D im en family, thereby pi in nlii 
yet another validation that the islm 
is U S territory.

T he current State Departm e 
iiegoti.itions have ap p an ot 
ignored  A m erica 's  2011 mi 

econom ic zone, w lueli would give il 
United Stales exclusive m ailin ' 
resou rce  ju r id ic lio n  iiieami 
m aritim e oil rights 200 miles 
shore from  U S territory liirlli 
e  o  m p I i e a 1 1 n g t h e  S i a  • 
Departm ent's surrender plan is t 
acceptance by the Interior Dcpa- 
menl uf m illions o f  dollars in esi i > 
funds from  four U S  oil firm s In 
ding on tructs in the disputed a n  a

Tilts sch em e for appeasing I1 
Soviet Union w hose em p n e  all r.n 
spreads over one fifth  o f  tin I ..mi 
land and con tro ls  aim lhci lit' 
would ced e  2,900 square miles 
strategic islands and ml bed-. I'm
lim es Ihe size o f  C alil ia. .
6.10,000 squ are  m iles ol eneii 
sources

This c a n n o t  be dune cnnsiiiotin- 
ally without the consent ol i < 
gress, which alone can ihsposi- 
IJS. territory (Art IV. See J, ol it 
Consliliitjiin) It m u s t  not be dm 
without l ull debate and disi Iiimio

Do the senators and lepiesi-iu  
lives in C ongress imdei.sliind uli 
the Stale I lepai liiienl is up In ' \.



B o r d e r  D i s p u t e

Question: What country was th; 
first to lose territory to Soviet aggre,- 
sion?

Answer: Not Finland, not even the 
unfortunate Baltic States, but the 
United States of America.

That happened on Aug. 20. 1924. 
when the crew of the Soviet gunboat 
Krasny Oktober (Red October) landed 
on WrangeL Island off the northeast 
coast of Siberia and took as prisoners 
the 14 American fur trappers en­
camped there. Twelve survivors were 
eventually released. Two men died in 
captivity. The Soviets claimed Wran­
gell and now operate a political prison 
camp on the island.

On "Face the Nation" last month. 
National Security Adviser Robert 
McFarlane indicated that the Wran­
gell "boundary dispute" will be on the 
table at the Geneva summit. Some 
members of Congress believe the 
State Department wants to finally re­
solve the island's status-in the So­
viets’ favor. Resolutions demanding 
that any agreement be subject to con­
gressional approval have been drafted 
by Sen. Jesse Helms and Rep. Mark 
Siljander.

A U.S. irredentist claim to a chilly 
piece of \rctic real estate might 
sound like small potatoes. But the con­
gressmen figure that it doesn’t make 
much sense to complain to the Soviets 
about their expansionist tendencies- 
as President Reagan clearly intends 
to do-while at the same time politely 
forgetting that they once grabbed 
some land from the U.S. itself.

The U.S. claim to Wrangell and. 
four small nearby islands dates from 
1881. A U.S. Revenue Marine (Coast 
Guard) party that included John 
Muir, the famed naturalist and 
founder of the Sierra Club, visited the 
area that year. Mr. Muir later wrote 
that they "landed on Wrangell Land 
and took possession of it in the name 
of tho United States." A czarist ex­
plorer. Lt. Ferdinand Wrangell, ad­

mitted in his memoirs that he never 
actually discovered the island that 
bears his name. Until the Krasny Ok­
tober showed up. there was no official 
Russian presence.

Several U.S. oil companies are In­
terested in searching for oil on the 
continental shelf between the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union. When last year the 
Interior Department announced it 
would begin leasing tracts in the Arc­
tic Ocean, the State Department 
warned that anyone bidding on tracts 
to the west of the so-called 1867 Con­
vention Line should be aware that the 
area might become Soviet territory.

As recently as 1973. the State De­
partment maintained that the U.S. 
had never relinquished its claims to 
Wrangell and the other islands, and 
that the "convention lines” depicted 
on maps did not constitute an interna­
tional boundary. But in December 
1984. after some negotiations in Mos­
cow, the department said it had not 
"found any evidence that the Govern­
ment of the United States has ever 
formally asserted a claim to any of 
the islands." That seems to contradict 
the John Muir account. It also ignores 
a 1959 ruling of the Foreign Claims 
Settlement Board that the property of 
the fur trappers was illegally expro­
priated. Russian maps made early in 
this century show the islands as 
American.

We've had our own doubts about ir­
redentist claims. The further back in 
history you go. the greater amount of 
disputed acreage there is. Bi-.c the So­
viets themselves are among historv’s 
most aggressive irredentists. Aside 
from their grab of the Baltic States 
and their expansion of the old czarist 
empire westward to the Elbe and 
southward to Kandahar, they have 
border disputes with Norway. Sweden, 
Japan and China. Whatever the pros­
pects for satisfaction, the U.S. should 
hang tough over Wrangell Island just 
to demonstrate its resistance to Soviet 
imperialism.
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A m e r i c a n s  f o r  a  S o u n d  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y

418 C Street, N.E. • Washington, D.C. 20002

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: J. ATCHISON FRAZER
202-5^-6-322^

LUCE CALLS FOR STATE DEPARTMENT REPORT AND SENATE RESOLUTION 

ON U.S. GIVE-WAY OF WRANGEL ISLAND TO SOVIETS

9 July 198*4, Washington, DC--The United States State Depart­

ment is "giving away" five Alaskan islands--including Wrangel-- 

to the Soviet Union in an attempt "to appease the land-hungry 

appetites of the Kremlin military bosses," charged Phillip 

Abbott Luce, President of Americans for a Sound Foreign Policy, 

here today.

"I demand an immediate and thoroughly detailed report by 

tha State Department before the full Senate Foreign Relations 

Committee or this mindless give-away of strategic and sovereign 

U.S. territory," said Luce, adding, "I furthermore strongly 

urge and respectfully request a Senate Resolution opposing this 

give-avray and also implore all concerned citizens of the Republic 

to contact their respective Senators and do the same."

The State Department— eager to extablish a meaningless 

maritime boundary in the Artic--has offered the Soviets five 

islands in the states of Alaska and an additional 27.500 square 

miles of territory in the oil-rich Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 

of the U.S. An agreement is expected later this year.

One of the islands to be divvied up--Wrangel--has been so 

strategically impprtant that columnist Jack Anderson has compared 

its give-away to the Panama Canal treaties. Indeed, the Soviets



«s.ve i ]  r e  t d y  c o n s t r u e  t<.-d .^ u V - .a r  I t a s o s  or. t h e  i n l a n d .  L i  

a d d i t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  to The h i r s t  Gu i d e  to  Pr i s o ns a r . a _Z : r. c e r. i  r  a - 

t i o n  C a n e s  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  Un i o n , h r a n g e l  I s l a n d  i s  a r e p u d i a t e d  

G u l a g - - o r  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r - o c c u p i e d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p - -  

w h e r e  w i t n e s s e s  h a v e  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  R a o u l  W a l l e n b e r g  o n c e  

w a s  d e t a i n e d .  ( W a l l e n b e r g - - a  f o r m e r  S w e d i s h  d i p l o m a t - -  

r e s c u e d  m a n y  H u n g a r i a n  J e w s  d u r i n g  W W II .  T h e  USSR h a s  o f f i c i a l l y  

s a i d  t h a t  W a l l e n b e r g  d i e d  i n  a  KGB p r i s o n  i n  1 9 ^ 7  b u t  e y e w i t n e s s e s  

s a y  he i s  s t i l l  a l i v e  i r .  t h e  C u l a g ,  p o s s i b l y  s t i l l  o n  W r a n g e l . }

"We w i l l  a s s u r e d l y  b e  c o m m i t t i n g  t h e  ' S u i c i d e  o f  t h e  'W e s t '  

i f  we d o  n o t  t a k e  a  s t a n d  o n  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e  o f  n a t i o n a l  

s e c u r i t y  a n d  t e r r i t o r i a l  s o v e r e i g n t y , "  L u c e  s a i d ,  c o n c l u d i n g ,

" T h e  t i m e  i s  n o w  f o r  t h e  S e n a t e  t o  a c t - - b e f o r e  i t  i s  t o o  l a t e . "  

( L u c e - - a  f o r m e r  M a o i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y - - i s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

7 0 , 0 0 0 - m e m b e r  A m e r i c a n s  f o r  a  S o u n d  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  ( A F S P ) .

A F S P — f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 7 8 - - e x i s t s  i n  i t s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  

U n i o n  s t a n d s  a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t  t o  w o r l d  p e a c e  t o d a y . )
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4 3 5  N. L e e  S t r e e t  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA. 2 2 3 1 4  
7 0 3 - 6 8 3 - 4 9 1 1

T H E  M I L I T A R Y  O R D E R  OF  TH E W O R L D  WAR S

RESOLUTION #2

WHEREAS, the Arctic Alaskan islands of Wrangell, Bennett, Henrietta and Jeanette 

vere discovered and claimed in the name of the United States, under international 

lav during the period of 1879-1881; and

WHEREAS, the Arctic Alaskan island of Herald was discovered and claimed in the name 

of Great Britain in 1849, and subsequently ceded to the United States; and

WHEREAS, the Soviet Union invaded the island of Wrangell, taking all Americans prisoner 
in 1924 and confiscating all property, real and personal, in violation of international 

lav; and

WHEREAS, the United States State Department, as late as 1973> Bade the unequivocal 

statement "The United States has not relinquished its claim to Wrangell Island; and

WHEREAS, these islands include the oil rich seabeds of the outer continental shelf in 

the Nav&rin Basin, estimated at 25 billion barrels of oil; and

WHEREAS, th e  U.S. State Department has been conducting secret negotiations vitb the 
Soviet Union, without participation of the Departments of Interior, Energy, or 
Defense, since at least 1981 on surrender of this sovereignty; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States provides that only the Congress, b y  

treaty, signed b y  tbe President and debated and ratified b y  tbe Senate, may 

surrender American real estate and seabeds;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED b y  the General Staff of the Military Order of the 

World Wars that its deep concern over the aforesaid action be expressed most strongly 
to the Congress and the Administration, and that the Congress take immediate action 
to hold open hearings and debate prior to implementation of any plan to giveaway 
the islands of Wrangell, Herald, Bennett, Henrietta and Jeanette, and the seabeds 
included therein.

A dopted  a t

1985 M idw in ter G enera l S t a f f  M eeting  
A r l in g t o n , VA. 25 -26  January 1985



ADOPTED AUGUST 2, 1985

THIRTEENTH NATIONAL CONVENTION 

YOUNG AMERICANS FOR FREEDOM 

DENVER, COLORADO

REPORTED BY DOMESTIC AFFAIRS 

SUBCOMMITTEE

'"P.I.'.S, YOUNG AMERICANS FOR FREEDOM HAS RESOLVED AT 
~.rZ rv. : : -ENN IEL  CONVENTION IN NEW YORK CITY, AUGUST 

", TS-.I THE SOVIETS OCCUPYING WRANGELL ISLAND, ALASKA
: :  f.zmo : d fo rthw ith  and the  state  department  cease  and 
:  : : i 2 T  : . rs plan to g iv e  permanent  control of s a id  i s l a n d  

THE s o v ie t  u n i o n ,

-"TEAS. IN 1981 THE STATE DEPARTMENT BEGAN MARITIME
: '  : nda ; . y n e g o t ia t io n  w it h  the  s o v ie t  u n io n  over a a laskan-
. ~ '■ ERIAN BOUNDARY, WHICH DID NOT BECOME PUBLICLY KNOWN
u n t i l  1 *3 '-. d u r i n g  the  course  o f  these  n e g o t i a t i o n s  the  

TE department  o f f e r e d  to  cede to  the  s o v i e t  u n io n  f i v e
' OTIC 1 3LANDS NOW PART OF THE STATE OF ALASKA AND HALF 

THE OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF OF THE UNITED STATES,

"ER IAS ,  IN 1973 THE GENERAL PUBLIC 3ECAME AWARE THAT THE 
. ' J  WAG USING WRANGELL ISLAND, ALASKA AS A PRISON CAMP FOR 
ON- SOVIET PRISONERS. [SOURCE: USSR LABOR CAMPS. HEARINGS

. FORE TIE SUBCOMMITTE TO INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
INTERNAL SECURITY LAWS OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE JUDICIARY,

U.S. SENATE, 93RD CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION, FEBRUARY 1 & 2 ,1 9 7 3 ,
A.SHINGTON, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, 1973 ]

"UEREFCPE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT YOUNG AMERICANS FOR FREEDOM CALL 
"l PRES ITENT REAGAN TO REMOVE FROM FEDERAL OFFICE THOSE OFFICIALS 
• . _ I?0N:TI3LE FOR OFFERING THE SOVIET UNION THE ALASKAN ISLANDS 
.■=■ WRANGELL, HERALD, HENRIETTA, BENNETT, AND JEANNETTE WITH 
. . . LF OF THE OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF OF THE UNITED STATES.

IF  IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT THE ALASKAN-SIBERIAN BOUNDARY 
’:I3 IE  BROKEN OFF FORTHWITH AND PRESIDENT REAGAN REMOVE 
. SOVIET NATIONALS FROM THESE FIVE ALASKAN ISLANDS.



4 3 5  N. L e e  S t r e e t  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA. 2 2 3 1 4  
7 0 3 - 6 8 3 - 4 9 1 1

resolution #2
WHEREAS, the Arctic Alaskan islands of Wrangell, Bennett, Henrietta and Jeanette 

vere discovered and claimed in the name of the United States, under international 

lav during the period of 1879-1881; w d

WHEREAS, the Arctic Alaskan island of Herald was discovered and claimed in the name 

of Great Britain in 1849, and subsequently ceded to the United States; and

WHEREAS, the Soviet Union invaded the island of Wrangell, taking all Americans prisoner 

in 1924 and confiscating all property, real and personal, in violation of international 

law; and

WHEREAS, the United States State Department, as late as 1973» ®ade the unequivocal 

statement "The United States has not relinquished its claim to Wrangell Island; and

WHEREAS, these islands include the oil rich seabeds of the outer continental shelf in 

the Bavaria Basin, estimated at 25 billion barrels of oil; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. State Department has been conducting secret negotiations with the 

Soviet Union, without participation of the Departments of Interior, Energy, or 

Defense, since at least 1981 on surrender of this sovereignty; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States provides that only the Congress, by 

treaty, signed by the President and debated and ratified b y  the Senate, may 

surrender American real eEtate and Beabeds;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the General Staff of the Military Order of the 

World Wars that its deep concern over the aforesaid action be expressed most 3trongly 
to the Congress and the Administration, and that the Congress take immediate action 
to hold open hearings and debate prior to implementation of any plan to giveaway 
the islands of Wrangell, Herald, Bennett, Henrietta and Jeanette, and the seabeds 
included therein.

A dopted a t  

1985 M idw in ter G en era l S t a f f  Meeting 
A r lin g to n , VA. 25 -26  January 1965
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American A r r e l u U o r ,  April 19^5

A L A S K A H  X f L A I D  G I V E A W A Y

W h e r e a s ,  T h #  S t a t e  D o p a r t a a n t ,  d u r i n g  u n p u b . U c i s a d  n e g o t i a t i o n *  
w i t h  t ha S o v i e t  O n i o n ,  is r e p o r t e d l y  a g r e e i n g  to a b a n d o n  
M i l i t a r i l y  s t r a t e g i c  t e r r i t o r y  d i s c o v o r e d  a n d  f o r m a l l y  
c l a i m e d  b y  t h e  O n i t e d  fltatee o a t v e a n  1 8 7 8 - 1 6 9 1 ,  t e r r i t o r y  
l o c a t e d  in t h e  A r e t l c  O c a a n ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  i s l a n d s  of 
W r a n g e l l ,  ftennott, h e r a l d ,  B e n r i e t t a  a n d  J a a n a t t e ;  a n d

W h e r a a s ,  In 1 8 6 ?  t h a  O n l t a d  S t a t o a  p u r c h a s e d  A l a s k a  s a d  i ts 
*4ja',‘»n t  i r l s n ^ s  f o r  17. 2  M i l l i o n  f r o *  t ha R u a e l o n  e m p e r o r  
and rec&gnisert t h a  D e m a r c a t i o n  o r  1 8 6 ?  C o n v e n t i o n  L i n e  as 
t ha m a r i t i m e  b o u n d a r y  of  t h o  g r e a t  c i r c l e  ; a n d

W h o r o a a ,  T h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  A l a s k a  d i d  n o t  p r o h i b i t  axplorafcion 
a n d  s o v a r e i g n t y  o l a i m a  o v e r  l a n d s  l y i n g  v e s t  of  t he 186 7  
C o n v e n t i o n  L i n e ;  a n d

W h e r e a s ,  T h a  S o v i o t  O n i o n  is n o w  o c c u p y i n g  W r a n g e l l  I s l a n d ,  
w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  C o n o r * * * . a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  a 
• p e c i a l  a s p i o n a g a  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y  h a s  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  on  
O n i t e d  S t a t a s  T e r r i t o r y !  a n d

W h a r e a a ,  T h e  O n i t e d  S t a t e *  in a l s o  c o n s i d e r i n g  t r a n s f e r  t o  t he 
S o v i e t  O n i o n  of  the o i l - r i c h  O u t e r  C o n t i n e n t a l  S h e l f  in  the 
t a r i n g  S e a  a n d  t h e  A r e t i c  O c e a n ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  s c * *  1 5 , 6 0 0  
s q u a r e  M i l e s  o f  patroletse-rich s e a b e d s  w i t h  a n  a c t i v a t e d  
f o u r  t o  t w e n t y - f i v e  b i l l i o n  b a r r e l s  o f  o i l  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  
v a s t  d a p o s i t e  o f  h e a v y  a n t n l a t  a o d

w h e r e a s ,  F o u r  o f  t h a  l a r g e s t  O n i t a d  S t a t e s  e n e r g y  c o r p o r a t i o n *  
h a v e  cufcaitted to  t he D e p a r t m e n t  of  t h a  I n t e r i o r  b i d e  
t o t a l l i n g  o v e r  a  h u n d r e d  M i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  l e a s e s  to  d r i l l  
in t h *  S a r i n g  8aai e n d  821 m i l l i o n  is i n  e s c r o w  p e n d i n g  
S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s ;  a n d

W h a r e a o ,  T h a  S t a t s  D * p a r t * a n t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t he a u t h o r i t y  t o  
s u r r e n d e r  Onititd S t a t e s  t e r r i t o r y  a n d  s a a b a d o  b e c a u s e  
Art. 4, S ac. 3, C l a u s a  2 o f  t h a  O n i t a d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
s t a t a s ,  " T h e  C o n g r e s s  s h a l l  h a v e  p o w e r  t o  d i a p o a *  o f  a n d  
a a k a  a l l  naedf.nl r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  t e r r i­
t o r y  o r  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h a  O n i t a d  S t a t e s ; "  and

W h e r a a s ,  S n e r g y  in o n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  b o t h  o u r  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  
a n d  e c o n o m i c  w e l l  b e i n g ,  a n d  t h i s  " g i v e a w a y "  w o u l d  b o  b u t  , 
o n e  m o r e  c o n c e s s i o n  i n  o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  a p p e a s e m e n t  o f  th a  
S o v i e t  O n i o n ,  a s h o c k i n g  r e v e r s a l  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  O n i t e d  S t a t a s  
d i p l o m a c y ;

ALASKA)} Z C L A U D  G I V E A W A Y  (continued)

R E S O L V E D ,  T h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s  of  t b o  R a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  D a u g h t e r * o f 
t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n ,  a #  i n d i v i d u a l * ,  o p p o a e  a n y  a t t e a p t  
to  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h a  S o v i e t  O n i o n  a n y  t e r r i t o r y  of t h *
O n i t e d  S t a t a s  in  t h a  A r c t i c  O c e a n  a n d  i n  t h *  S a r i n g  S e a  a n d  
s t r e s s  t h e  t h r e a t  p o a e d  t o  o u r  n a t i o n a l  s o v e r e i g n t y  t h r o u g h  
t h e  l o e e  o i f i v e  s t r a t e g i c  i s l a n d *  a n d  t h e  O u t e r  C o n t i n e n t a l  

S h e l f  w i t h  i t s  o i l  a n d  m i n e r a l  r e s o u r c e s ;

R E S O L V E D ,  T h a t  nseaber* o f  t h a  R a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  D a u g h t e r s  o f  tho 
A m e r i c a n  A s v o l u t i o n ,  a s  i n d i v i d u a l * ,  u r g e  C o n g r e e *  to  h o l d  
h e a r i n g *  t o  f u l l y  e x p l o r e  a n d  e x p l a i n  t h a  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the 
S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  i n c l u d i n g  t h a  n e g o t i a t i o n s  t o  t r a n s f e r  
p r o p e r t y  in t h a  A r c t i c  O c e a n  a n d  t h *  D a r i n g  Sea.

Daughters o f  the American R evo lu t ion  
17/6 D St .  Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
202-628-1776



F U N D  F O R  '

S T O C K O W N E R S ________________________________________________________________________

r i g h t s  _  T H E  S T O C K O W N E R S '  N E W S

I s s u e  N um ber 4
Post Office Bo* 956 D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 4
Vienna. Virginia 22180-0956 C o n t a c t :  C a r l  O l s o n
United States of America 
703-281-9050

G i v e a w a y  o f  A l a s k a n  I s l a n d s  a n d  O i l - R i c h  S e a b e d s  to t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  

I m p e r i l s  I n v e s t m e n t s  o f  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  S t o c k o w n e r s  o f  A R C O ,  U N O C A L ,  A m o c o ,  a n d  S h e l l

C orp ora te  managements o f  fo u r  m a jor p etro leu m  com panies have e x h ib it e d  extrem e 
d e r e l i c t i o n  o f  duty to  t h e i r  stockow ners by  f a i l i n g  to  f i g h t  the S ta te  D epartm ent's p la n  
to  g iv e  t h e ir  m u lt i -m i l l i o n  d o l la r  o i l  and gas le a s e s  in  th e  B erin g  Sea to  th e  S o v ie t  
Union, i t  was ch arged  by C a rl O lson , Chairman o f  Fund f o r  S tockow ners R ig h ts , h eadqu artered  
in  V ienna, V ir g in ia .  "O ver 860 ,000  stock ow n ers f in d  them selves under th e  g u n ,"  O lson  n o te d .

R igh t now tine S ta te  Department has th e se  fo u r  o i l  com pan ies ' fo r tu n e s  a t  r i s k  due 
to  i t s  cu rre n t  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  the S o v ie t  Union o v e r  j u s t  how much o f  the  B erin g  Sea 
o u te r c o n t in e n ta l  s h e l f  i s  t o  be  su rren d ered  in  the N avarin  B a sin . These fo u r  o i l  
companies--ARCO, S h e l l ,  UNOCAL, and Standard O i l  (In d ia n a )— won th e  c o m p e t it iv e  p ro ce ss  
f o r  th ese  le a se s  a t  the Department o f  I n t e r io r  a u c t io n  on  24 A p r i l  1984, b id d in g  o v e r  
$108 m i l l i o n  on  17 b l o c k s . A l l  th e  o th e r  b lo c k  w in n ers w ere g iv e n  t h e i r  l e a s e s , b u t 
the S ta te  Department put a  h o ld  on  th e se  in  the a n t ic ip a t io n  th a t th e se  w ould  be 
d e l iv e r e d  o v e r  to  th e  S o v ie t  Union.

"To th is  day, none o f  th ese  fo u r  o i l  com panies has u t te r e d  s o  much as one p u b l ic  
peep in  d e fen se  o f  t h e ir  h ig h ly  p r o f i t a b l e  o i l  le a s e s  th a t  th e  S ta te  Department wants to  
hand o v e r  to  th e  g r e a t e s t  enemy o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and th e  f r e e  e n t e r p r is e  s y s te m --th e  
S o v ie t  U n ion ," O lson  r e p o r te d . "On numerous o c c a s io n s  the managements o f  th e se  firm s 
have been  p re sse d  n o t  o n ly  f o r  t h e i r  v iew s on  t h i s  giveaw ay o f  o i l - r i c h  se a b e d s , b u t f o r  
th e ir  advocacy  p lans to  s to p  the im pending lo s s e s  o f  m i l l io n s  o f  d o l la r s  f o r  t h e ir  
stockow n ers. A l l  fo u r  h ave , by t h e ir  s i l e n c e ,  become t a c i t  su p p o r te rs  o f  th is  incom pre- 
h e n s iv e ly  unprecedented  tu rn ov er  o f  Am erican p ro p e rty  to  fo r e ig n  enem ies. They have 
betrayed  the t r u s t  o f  t h e ir  stockow n ers and t h e i r  la r g e r  c o r p o r a te  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  to  the 
American p u b l i c , "  O lson  d e c la r e d .

NAVARIN BASIN SUMMARY (b lo c k s  s u b je c t  t o  S ta te  Department surrencL^ to  S o v i e t s ) :

Company No. o f  B lock s  T o ta l W inning B ids Stockowners

S h e ll  O il/T r a n s p o r t  14 $ 5 0 ,9 75 ,6 67  395 ,000

Standard O i l  (In d ia n a ) 14 4 5 ,1 7 3 ,3 3 3  190 ,000  (Amoco)

A t la n t ic R ic h f ie ld  2 1 0 ,1 38 ,7 50  198 ,000

UNOCAL 1 1 ,8 86 ,2 50  88 ,000

o

$10 8 ,1 7 4 ,0 0 0  861 ,000

These areas w ere the s u b je c t  o f  a  h ig h - l e v e l  d e le g a t io n  le d  by  the S ta te  D epartm ent’ s 
Legal A d v iser  D avis R obinson  w hich  t r a v e le d  to  Moscow f o r  n e g o t ia t io n s  w ith  the K rem lin 's  
re p re se n ta tiv e s  in  th e  week o f  23-27  J u ly  1984. These m eetings a p p a ren tly  r e s o lv e d  n oth in g

(m ore)

The fund For Stockowners Rights is a nonprofit educational organization dedicated to advancing the concept oi stockowners is owners 01 corporations 
wd to promoting the free enterprise economic system—which mikes ownership of corporitions possible. Model resolutions for votes it annual meetings 
and instructions on submitting them will be sent at no charge. Donations to the Fund, an IRS SOIfcXJ) group, are tax deductible.

   . , ,nr3 rJorl ***n ~ —  n -v* *»•« Cm, C'mr-Um,, m0r( Oimke- s.a —  •fc*o ^ ----



o f  the S ta te  Department to  r e v e a l who was on the d e l e g a t i o n .  3y o th e r  re a rs  i t  was 
d is c o v e r e d  th a t ' in  a d d it io n  to  R obinson , the d e le g a t io n  in c lu d e d  two o th e r  rem bers o f  
the L egal A d v i s e r ' s  o f f i c e  E liza b e th  V e r v i l l e  and S c o t t  H a jo s t ;  H a rr / M arshall and 
R ich ard  T. S c u lly  o f  the Bureau o f  Oceans and In te r n a t io n a l E nvironm ental and S c i e n t i f i c  
A f f a i r s ,  and R obert W. Smith o f  th e  O f f i c e  o f  the G eographer.

W hile th ese  n e g o t ia t io n s  co n tin u e  w ith ou t any r e s o lu t io n ,  the sta k es  o f  b i l l i o n s  o f  
b a r r e ls  o f  o i l ,  b i l l i o n s  o f  d o l la r s  o f  reven u e, thousands o f  Am erican j o b s ,  th e  lo s s  o f  
a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a rt  o f  A m erica ’ s s t r a t e g i c  petro leu m  r e s e r v e s ,  and the ir r e p a r a b le  damage 
to Am erican d ip lo m a tic  r e s t i g e  become more and more apparen t and c r e d ib le .  The le a s in g  
o f  fu tu r e  o i l  b asin s  in  the B ering  Sea and A r c t i c  Ocean o f f  A laska  a re  a ls o  im p e r i l le d  
due to  th e S ta te  D epartm ent's d e c la r e d  p o l i c y  o f  abandoning a l l  A laskan  t e r r i t o r y  and 
o u te r c o n t in e n ta l  s h e l f  to  the w est o f  the 1867 U .S .-R u s s ia  C on ven tion  L in e .

SECRET POLICY PARTIALLY REVEALED

F ortu n a te ly  f o r  th e Am erican p u b l i c ,  th e  S ta te  Department had to  r e v e a l  p a rt o f  i t s  
su rren d er p o l i c y  in  p u b lic  l a s t  M arch. When the N avarin B asin  was p u t up f o r  b id  on  i t s  
b i l l i o n s - o f - b a r r e l - o f - o i l  b lo c k s ,  th e  announcement in  th e  F ed era l R e g is te r  f o r  16 March 
1984 (pages 10056 to  10068) d is c lo s e d  th a t  th e  S ta te  Department c o u ld  n o t  f ig u r e  ou t  where 
the boundary o f  Am erican t e r r i t o r y  and o u te r c o n t in e n ta l  s h e l f  was in  r e la t i o n  to  the 
S o v ie t  Union. Even more s t a r t l i n g  was th e  r e v e la t io n  th a t  th e  S ta te  Department was go in g  
on  a p o l i c y  th a t  had no b a s is  e i t h e r  in  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  o r  in t e r n a t io n a l  law .

Somehow betw een 1965 and 1984 th e S ta te  Department had e le v a te d  the o ld  1867-U .S . -  
R ussia  C onvention  L in e (w hich was u sed  i n  th e  purchase o f  A la sk a  fr a n  R u ssia  f o r  $7 .2  
m i l l io n )  from  an a r b it r a r y  map l i n e  up t o  the s ta tu s  o f  an in t e r n a t io n a l  boundary.
This c r e a t io n  o f  an in te r n a t io n a l  boundary by  th e  S ta te  Department had been  done w ith ou t 
any t r e a ty  b e in g  en a cted  o r  r a t i f i e d  by th e  U nited  S ta te s  S en ate . To t h is  day th ere  i s  
no t r e a ty  e s t a b l is h in g  any boundary betw een  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  and th e  S o v ie t  Union.

In  1965 th e S ta te  D epartm ent's I n te r n a t io n a l  Boundary Study No. 14, t i t l e d  "U .S . -  
R ussia  C onvention  L in e  o f  1867", f l a t l y  s t a te d : "R ath er than an o rd in a ry  boundary p e r  se ,
th is  r e p o r t  con cern s  a  co n v e n tio n  l i n e  w h ich  o r d in a r i ly  appears on  o f f i c i a l  maps in  the 
same manner as a  boundary. . .  . i n  k eep in g  w ith  the p o l i c y  th a t th is  l i n e  does n o t  c o n s t itu te  
a boundary, the sta n d ard  sym bol f o r  the r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  an in t e r n a t io n a l  boundary should 
never b e  u s e d ."  By 1984, the s ta tu s  o f  t h is  l i n e  has been  co m p le te ly  re v e r s e d  by the 
S ta te  Department, as n o ted  in  the 16 March 1984 F ed era l R e g is t e r  statem en t (page 10065), 
which d e c la r e d : "The U n ited  S ta te s  d e p ic t s  th e  1867 C on ven tion  L ine as th e  m aritim e
boundary "

Even more s i g n i f i c a n t  than j u s t  th e  N avarin  B asin  le a s e s ,  t h is  S ta te  Department 
p o l i c y  means th at i t  i s  su rre n d e r in g  to  th e S o v ie t  Union v a s t ,  s t r a t e g i c ,  and o i l - r i c h  
Alaskan is la n d s  and o u te r c o n t in e n ta l  s h e l f .  I n c o n t r o v e r t ib le  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  shows the 
U.S. s o v e r e ig n ty  o v e r  the A laskan  is la n d s  o f  W r a -g e ll ,  H era ld , B en n ett, H e n r ie tta , and 
J ea n n ette . W ran gell I s la n d , th e  la r g e s t  o f  th e  f i v e  w ith  2 ,800  square m ile s  ( t h e  s i z e  
o f  Rhode Is la n d  and Delaware com b in ed ), was found and cla im ed  f o r  th e  U.S. in  1881 by Capt. 
C a lv in  L eigh ton  Hooper aboard  the U.S. Revenue M arine (C oast Guard) sh ip  Thomas Corwin; 
and in c lu d e d  in  th e  la n d in g  p a rty  was th e  famed e x p lo r e r  John M uir, whose book  The Cruise 
o f  the Corwin g iv e s  a v iv id  a ccou n t o f  th e  e x c i t in g  a d d it io n  t o  Am erican t e r r i t o r y .
The th ree  is la n d s  o f  B en n ett, H e n r ie tta , and J ea n n ette  a re  p a r t  o f  the DeLong Is la n d s , 
which w ere named a f t e r  t h e ir  d is c o v e r e r  U.S. Navy Cccmander G eorge W ashington DeLong, 
whose e x p e d it io n  aboard  the sh ip  J ea n n ette  i s  m em oria lized  in  a  s ta tu e  a t  the U.S. Naval 
Academy a t  A n n a p o lis , M aryland.

A long w ith  th e  summary j e t t i s o n i n g  o f  Am erican t e r r i t o r y ,  the S ta te  Department is  
in  the same a c t  ren ou n cin g  a l l  o f  th e  o i l - r i c h  o u te r  c o n t in e n ta l  s h e l f - -w h ic h  i s  equivalent 
to  app rox im a te ly  fo u r  tim es th e  s t a t e  o f  C a l i fo r n ia .  The owners o f  th e  is la n d s  are not 
even b e in g  com pensated f o r  th is  governm ental condem nation o f  p x r p e r ty . Many owners have 
been  f ig h t in g  th is  n o n -tr e a ty  u su rp a tio n  by  th e  S ta te  Department fo . ;  y e a r s .

" I t ' s  now tim e f o r  the fo u r  o i l  com panies to  f i g h t  f o r  t h e i r  8^1,000 stockow ners, 
so  th a t th ey  d o n ' t  f in d  them selves abandoned by  th e S ta te  Department i n  th e  w olves , too , 
o r  sh ou ld  I  sav , the  b e a r s ? "  O lson  ch a lle n g e d .
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CAMr . . I G N  I N T E N S I F I E S  TO  S T O P  T H E  U . S .  S T A T E  D E P A R T M E N T  FROM  G I V I N G  AWAY 

F I V E  A L A S K A N  I S L A N D S  AND V A S T  O I L - R I C H  A R C T I C  S E A B E D S  T O  T H E  S O V I E T  U N IO N

T h e  c a m p a i g n  t o  s t o p  t h e  U . S .  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  f r o m  g i v i n g  a w a y  f i v e  

s t r a t e g i c  A l a s k a n  i s l a n d s  a n d  v a s t  o i l - r i c h  s e a b e d s  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  

h a s  s p r e a d  t o  b o t h  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  U . S .  C o n g r e s s  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  
A l a s k a ,  i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  b y  C a r l  O l s o n ,  C h a i r m a n  o f  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  W a t c h ,  

a  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  w a t c h d o g  g r o u p .

S p e c i f i c a l l y  n a m i n g  t h e  A l a s k a n  i s l a n d s  o f  W r a n g e l l ,  H e r a l d ,  B e n n e t t ,  

H e n r i e t t a ,  a n d  J e a n n e t t e ,  S e n .  J e s s e  H e l m s  ( R - N . C . )  w o u l d  o u t l a w  a n y  

s u r r e n d e r  o f  A m e r i c a n  t e r r i t o r y  o r  o c e a n  r i g h t s  w i t h o u t  a  p u b l i c  t r e a t y .  

I n t r o d u c e d  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  N ew  Y e a r ' s  r e c e s s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  H e l m s '  S e n a t e  

R e s o l u t i o n  2 7 9  h a s  a l r e a d y  a c q u i r e d  c o - s p o n s o r s h i p  f r o m  S e n a t o r s  C h i c  H e c h t  

( R - N e v . ) ,  J o h n  E a s t  ( R . - N . C . ) ,  a n d  J e r e m i a h  D e n t o n  ( R . - A l a . ) .

A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  S e n a t e ,  H e l m s  s t a t e d ,  " T h e r e  i s  f a r  m o r e  a t  s t a k e  h e r e  

t h a n  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  f i v e  s m a l l  i s l a n d s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  i c e  a n d  s n o w .  W h a t  i s  

a t  s t a k e  i s  h o w ,  u n d e r  t h e  r u l e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

w i l l  d e f i n e  r t s  O u t e r  C o n t i n e n t a l  S h e l f .  I f  w e  s u r r e n d e r  t h e s e  i s l a n d s ,  w e 
w i l l  b e  s u r r e n d e r i n g  a n  a r e a  t h a t  a m o u n t s  t o  a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  o u r  e n t i r e  C u t e r  

C o n t i n e n t a l  S h e l f .
" M o r e o v e r ,  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  l i e  i n  t h e  A r c t i c  b e t w e e n  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a n d  

t h e  N o r t h  P o l e .  I f  we s u r r e n d e r  t h e  i s l a n d s  t o  S o v i e t  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  we m a y  

w e l l  b e  s u r r e n d e r i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  A r c t i c  O c e a n  t o  S o v i e t  n u c l e a r  s u b m a r i n e s . ’

L e g i s l a t i o n  t o  s t o p  t h i s  i m p e n d i n g  g i v e a w a y  i s  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  m  a b i l l  

i n t r o d u c e d  b y  C o n g r e s s m a n  M a r k  S i l j a n d e r  ( R - M i c h . )  i n  N o v e m b e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  r e q u i r i n g  a l l  t r a n s f e r s  o f  t e r r i t o r y  t o  b e  d i s c l o s e d  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  p u b l i c  

t r e a t i e s ,  S i l j a n d e r ' s  b i l l  ( H . R .  3 7 6 6 )  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
l a n d  o r  o c e a n  b o u n d a r i e s  w i t h o u t  a  t r e a t y .  T h e  b i l l  h a s  p i c k e d  u p  t h i r t e e n  

c o - s p o n s o r s  f r o m  c o a s t  t o  c o a s t :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  R o b e r t  K .  D o r n a n  ( R - C a l . ) ,

W i l l i a m  E .  D a n n e m e y e r  ( R - C a l . ) ,  G .  W i l l i a m  W h i t e h u r s t  ( R - V a . ) ,  H e l e n  D .
B e n t l e y  ( R - M d . ) ,  R o n  M a r l e n e e  ( R - M o n t . ) ,  W i l l i a m  F .  G o o d l i n g  ( R - P a . ) ,  G e o r g e  

C .  W o r t l e y  ( R - N . Y . ) ,  D a n  B u r t o n  ( R - I n d . ) ,  R o b e r t  C .  S m i t h  ( R - N . H . ) ,  T h o m a s  N .  

K i n d n e s s  ( R - O h i o ) , J o h n  P .  H i l e r  ( R - I n d . ) ,  D o u g  B e r n a r d  J r .  ( D - G a . ) ,  a n d  

R o b e r t  E .  B a d h a m  ( R - C a l . ) .

T h e  t w o  U . S .  S e n a t o r s  f r o m  A l a s k a ,  T e d  S i e v e n s  a n d  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ,  a n d  

t h e  C o n g r e s s m a n ,  D o n  Y o u n g ,  h a ve  s o  f a r  n o t  d e c l a r e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o r  o p p o s i ­
t i o n  t o  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s .  S e n a t o r  M u r k o w s k i ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  W a l l  

S t .  J o u r n a l  o n  2 D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 5 ,  s t a t e d ,  " I  am c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  
r e q u i r e  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  g i v e  t h e  S e n a t e  F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  a  f u l l  

r e p o r t  ( o n  t h e  c l a i m s  o v e r  W r a n g e l l ,  H e n r i e t t a ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i s l a n d s ) . . . . "
No s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  y e t  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  S e n .  M u r k o w s k i ' s  o f f i c e .

P r o m p t i n g  t h e  f e a r s  o f  a  u n i l a t e r a l  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  t h i s  im m e n s e  s t r e t c h  

o f  A m e r i c a n  t e r r i t o r y  b y  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  E m p i r e  h a v e  b e e n

— MORE—
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"T h e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  a p p e a r s  r e a d y  a n d  w i l l i n g  t o  s u r r e n d e r  f i v e  s t r a t e ­
g i c  A la s k a n  i s l a n d s  an d  h u n d r e d s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  s q u a r e  m i l e s  o f  o i l - r i c h  

A la s k a n  o u t e r  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  t o  th e  S o v i e t  U n io n  w i t h o u t  f u l l  p u b l i c  

d e b a t e  an d  S e n a t e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  t r e a t y , "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a r l  O ls o n ,  
E x e c u t i v e  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  The C o n s e r v a t i v e  C a u cu s  R e s e a r c h ,  A n a l y s i s  5. 
E d u c a t i o n  F o u n d a t io n ,  I n c . ,  o f  V ie n n a ,  V i r g i n i a .

" T h i s  g iv e a w a y  o f  l i t e r a l l y  b i l l i o n s  o f  b a r r e l s  o f  A m e r i c a 's  o i l  r e s e r v e s  
a n d  A la s k a n  s o v e r e i g n  t e r r i t o r y  m akes t h e  Panama C a n a l f i a s c o  l o o k  i n s i j -  

n i f i c a n t  i n  c o m p a r i s o n , “ O ls o n  d e c l a r e d .

T h is  g iv e a w a y  w as t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a h i g h - l e v e l  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  d e l e g a t i o n  
w h ic h  w e n t  t o  M oscow  f o r  t h e  w eek  o f  J u l y  2 3 - 2 7 ,  h e a d e d  b y  t h o  d e p a r t ­

m e n t 's  L e g a l  A d v i s e r  D a v is  R o b in s o n  an d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  h i s  s t a f f  m em bers 
E l i z a b e t h  V e r v i l l o  a n d  S c o t t  H a j o s t ,  a n d  b y  H a rry  M a r s h a l l  an d  R ic h a r d  

T .  S c u l l y  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t 's  B u rea u  o f  O c e a n s  and I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E n v ir o n ­

m e n ta l  a n d  S c i e n t i f i c  A f f a i r s ,  a n d  b y  R o b e r t  W. S m ith  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  

t h e  G e o g r a p h e r .

S e c r e t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o v e r  t h i 3  s u r r e n d e r  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c ­

t e d  s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  1 9 8 1 . T h ey  cam s t o  l i g h t  in  M arch  o f  t h i s  y e a r  when 
t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  th a  I n t e r i o r  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e a s i n g  o f  o i l - r i c h  

s e a b e d s  o f  t h e  o u t e r  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  in  t h e  N a v a r in  B a s in  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  

o f  A la s k a  i n  t h e  B e r in g  S e a .  A t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t , 
th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  w as u n a b le  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s ­
f u l  b i d d e r s  f o r  t h e s e  o i l  an d  g a 3  l e a s e s  w o u ld  b e  a b l e  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  
l e a s e s ,  s i n c e  t h i s  a r e a  w as b e i n g  a c t i v e l y  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  t u r n o v e r  t o  th e  

S o v i e t  U n io n . As i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  f o u r  e n e r g y  c o m p a n ie s  ( S h e l l ,  ARCO,

A m oco , an d  UNOCAL) w e r e  s o  c e r t a i n  o f  r i c h  p e t r o l e u m  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e y  b i d  

5 1 0 8 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  f o r  l e a s e s  in  th e  s e a b e d  t r a c t s  t h a t  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e in g  
h e l d  h o s t a g e  t o  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t 's  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  B e c a u s e  o f  

th e  p o t e n t i a l  g iv e a w a y ,  t h e s e  c o m p a n ie s  n a v e  o v e r  5 2 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  t i e d  up in  
d e p o s i t s  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  f o r  an  i n d e f i n i t e  t im e  
p e r i o d ,  h u n d r e d s  o f  p o t e n t i a l  j o b s  a r e  i m p e r i l l e d ,  and h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l ­

l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  o f  r e v e n u e s  an d  b i l l i o n s  o f  b a r r e l s  o f  o i l  a r e  a t  s t a k e .

- m o r s -



c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  o f f  A la s k a  i s  e q u a l  ir. a r e a  aa s i x  l a .  . f  a r - . i a s - - : r 

t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  th e  e n t i r e  U .S . o u t e r  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f .  S e a c e  is  e q u -  
t o  a b o u t  t w i c e  th e  s i z e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  l i e  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  th e  1367  I o r ." -a c ­

t i o n  L in e ,  and s e a b e d s  e q u a l  t o  a b o u t  f o u r  C a l i f o r n i a s  l i e  th e  w e s t  ir . 
t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  A la s k a n  i s l a n d s  o f  W r a n g e l l ,  H e r a ld ,  B e n n e t t ,  H e n r i ­

e t t a ,  and J e a n n e t t e .  The e s t im a t e d  h y d r o c a r b o n  r e s e r v e s  o f  t h e  s e a b e d s  

t o  th e  e a s t  o f  t h e  1867  C o n v e n t io n  L in e  a r e  1 2 .2  b i l l i o n  b a r r e l s  o f  o i l  
e q u i v a l e n t .  (T h e  N a v a r in  B a s in  a l o n e  c o n t a i n s  1 .9  b i l l i o n  b a r r e l s  o f  
r e s e r v e s . )  To t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  1867  L in e ,  w h ic h  h a s  t w i c e  t h e  a r e a ,  th e  
r e s e r v e s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  o f f i c i a l l y  e s t i m a t e d ,  b u t  i t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  u n r e a ­
s o n a b le  t o  p l a c e  them  a t  t w i c e  th e  am ou n t f o r  th e  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a 3 t  o f  th e  
l i n e .  O r, in  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  i s  c o n t e m p la t in g  g i v i n g  

aw ay a b o u t  25 b i l l i o n  b a r r e l s  o f  o i l  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  S o v i e t s .

The S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t ’ s b a s i s  f o r  t h e  g iv e a w a y  i n v o l v e s  i t s  n o v e l  (a n d  i n ­

c o r r e c t )  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  " U .S . - R u 3 s i a  C o n v e n t io n  L in e  o f  1 3 6 7 " ,  w h ic h  
w as U3ad in  th e  p u r c h a s e  o f  A la s k a  fr o m  R u s s ia  in  18 67  f o r  3 7 ,2 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

T h is  s t a n c e  b y  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  a p p e a r e d  in  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r  n o ­

t i c e  o f  t h e  l e a s i n g  o f  t h e  N a v a r in  B a s in  ( p .  1 0 0 6 5 , M arch  1 6 , 1 9 3 4 ) .  In  
p a r a g r a p h  1 6 , u n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  “ J u r i s d i c t i o n " ,  w as th e  f o l l o w i n g  l a n ­
g u a g e :  "T h e  d i f f e r i n g  c l a i m s  r e l a t e  t o  d i f f e r i n g  d e p i c t i o n s  o f  th e  l i n e
e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  18 67  C o n v e n t io n  C e d in g  A la s k a  b e tw e e n  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  an d  R u s s ia .  The U n it e d  S t a t e s  d e p i c t s  t h e  1867  C o n v e n t io n  L in e  a s  

t h e  m a r i t im e  b o u n d a r y  b y  a r c s  o f  g r e a t  c i r c l e s  w h i le  th e  S o v i e t  U n ion  
d e p i c t s  t h e  1867  C o n v e n t io n  L in e  a s  rhum b l i n e s . "  T h e re  i3  n o  q u e s t i o n  

in  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t ’ s p o s i t i o n  t h a t  th e  18 67  C o n v e n t io n  L in e  i s  " t h e  

m a r i t im e  b o u n d a r y " .

C o n t r a d i c t i n g  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  i s  a m ass o f  h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  an d  

e v e n  th e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t 's  own w o r a s . In  th e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t 's  I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  B o u n d a ry  S tu d y  N o. 14 ( r e v i s e d  1 9 6 5 ) o n  "U . S . - R u s s ia  C o n v e n t io n  

L in e  o f  1 8 6 7 " ,  th e  la n g u a g e  i s  v e r y  c l e a r :

" R a t h e r  th a n  a  b o u n d a r y  p e r  s e , t h i s  r e p o r t  c o n c e r n s  a c o n v e n t i o n  

l i n e  w h ic h  o r d i n a r i l y  a p p e a r s  o n  o f f i c i a l  maps in  th e  same m ann er 

a s  a  b o u n d a r y .  . . .

" F u r t h e r m o r e ,  in  k e e p in g  w it h  th e  p o l i c y  t h a t  th e  l i n e  d o e s  n o t  
c o n s t i t u t e  a b o u n d a r y ,  t h e  s t a n d a r d  s y m b o l f o r  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b o u n d a r y  s h o u ld  n e v e r  b e  u s e d . "

So f a r ,  th e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  e x p l a i n  how  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  

h a s  r e l i n q u i s h e d  i t 3  c l a i m  t o  th e  i s l a n d s  an d  3 e a b e d s  b e t w e e n  1965  and 
1 9 8 4 . No t r e a t y ,  a g r e e m e n t ,  o r  o t h e r  p u b l i c  u n d e r s t a n d in g  h ad  b e e n  c i t a i  

f o r  t h i s  s u r r e n d e r  o f  A m e r ica n  s o v e r e i g n t y .

- m o r e -



o f  C o m p a r a t iv e  -aw  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  lo r .d o r . , w r o t e  or. th e  c r o <  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t r a i t s  o r  th e  W o r ld . V olu m e 1 " N o r t h e a s t  A r c t i c  r i s s i c e  is  
f o l l o w s :

"T h e  R u s s o -A m e r ic a n  C o n v e n t io n  L in e  o f  1867  i s  n o t  r e g a r d e d  a s  a

s t a t e  f r o n t i e r ,  an d  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  b o u n d a r y  in  th e
C h u k c h i S ea  and n o r t h w a r d  re m a in  t o  b e  n e g o t i a t e d . "

The f i v e  A r c t i c  A la s k a n  i s l a n d s — W r a n g e l l ,  H e r a ld ,  B e n n e t t ,  H e n r i e t t a ,  

a n d  J e a n n e t t e — w e re  n e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d  in  th e  p u r c h a s e  o f  A la s k a .  F o u r  had 
n o t  y e t  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  in  1 8 6 7 . A m e r ic a n s  d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  c la im e d  them  

o n  A r c t i c  e x p e d i t i o n s  in  f o l l o w i n g  d e c a d e s .  H e r a ld  I s l a n d  was d i s c o v e r e d  
an d  c la im e d  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  1 8 4 9 , an d  w as l a t e r  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s .

B e n n e t t ,  H e n r i e t t a ,  an d  J e a n n e t t e  I s l a n d s  w e re  d i s c o v e r e d  and c la im e d  b y  

U .S .N . Com m ander G e o r g e  W a s h in g to n  D eLong a b o a r d  t h e  J e a n n e t t e  in  th e  

1 8 7 9 -8 1  e x p e d i t i o n .  T he i s l a n d s  3 t i l l  b e a r  h i s  name ( t h e  D eL ong I ' -  
l a n d s ) ,  an d  t h e  U .S . N a v a l A cadem y in  A n n a p o l i s  h a s  a m onum ent t o  t h a t  

e x p e d i t i o n .

W r a n g e l l  I s l a n d ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  f i v e  w it h  an a r e a  o f  2 ,8 0 0  s q u a r e  
m i l e s  ( t h e  s i z e  o f  R h ode I s l a n d  a n d  D e la w a r e  c o m b in e d ) ,  w as d i s c o v e r e d  

a n d  c la im e d  o n  A u g u s t  1 2 , 1 8 8 1 , b y  C a p t a in  C a lv in  L e i c h t o n  H o o p e r  a b o a r d  
t h e  U .S . R ev en u e  M a r in e  ( C o a s t  G u a rd ) s h i p  Thom as C o r w in . Among t h e  

l a n d i n g  p a r t y  o n  W r a n g e l l  I s l a n d  waa t h e  fam ed  e x p l o r e r  J o h n  M u ir ,  who 
w r o t e  o f  h i s  t r i p  in  t h e  b o o k  T h e C r u i s e  o f  t h e  C o r w in . V a r io u s  s u r v e y s ,  

e x p e d i t i o n s ,  an d  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e re  made o n  W r a n g e l l  I s la n d  in  th e  n e x t  
f o u r  d e c a d e s  b y  A m e r ic a n s ,  T h is  e n d e d  w hen t h e  S o v i e t  U n ion  in v a d e d  th e  
i s l a n d  w i t h  a  la n d i n g  o f  i n f a n t r y  fr o m  th o  s h ip  Red O c t o b e r  on  A u g u s t  CO, 

1 9 2 4 , an d  t o o k  a s  p r i s o n e r s  t h e  1 4  A m e r ic a n s  o f  t h e  Lomen B r o t h e r s  Com­

p a n y 's  f u r  s e t t l e m e n t  and c o n f i s c a t e d  a l l  t h e  g e a r ,  p e l t s ,  and o t h e r  
p r o p e r t y .  The 12 s u r v i v i n g  A m e r ic a n s  w e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  r e l e a s e d  fr o m  t h e i r  

im p r is o n m e n t  i n  V l a d i v o s t o k .  The S o v i e t s  c u r r e n t l y  m a in t a in  s l a v e  l a b o r  

cam p s o n  t h e  i s l a n d .

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  i n  t h e  S t a t e  D ep a rtm e n t. * r. r e i s s u e  o f  th e  

b o o k  D i g e s t  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Lav; b y  G re e n  H ayw ood H a ck w o rth  in  1 9 7 3 , th e  
u n e q u i v o c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i s  m adai "T h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  h a s  n o t  r e l i n q u i s h e d  

i t s  c l a i m  t o  W r a n g e l l  I s l a n d . "

N u m erous e f f o r t s  by  v a r i o u s  p a r t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  o w n e rs  o f  W r a n g e i l  
I s l a n d ,  h a v e  b e a n  made o v e r  th e  d e c a d e s  t o  t a k e  b a c k  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  an d  
c o l l e c t  d a m a g es f c r  th a  u n la w f u l  o c c u p a t i o n  b y  th e  S o v i e t  U n io n . U n fo r ­

t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  h a s  n o t  s e e n  f i t  y e t  t o  h c n o r  t h o s e  c l a im s  

o r  e v e n  th e  d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  F o r e ig n  C la im s  S e t t l e m e n t  C o m m is s io n  in  1 9 :9  

in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  Lomen B r o t h e r s .

- m o r e -



• ..T.y-sr. cur. 5 3 - e a « ay z - ".‘.a zws .j.ir.za i.".. z.-.e . :  •- .
oil-rich outer conzir.ens.al s'neLf so she Soviets oaraur.ia she -.ois select­

ing p u b l i c  s c r u t i n y  and debata. Is must be made an issues for a r.ssior.al 

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , " O ls o n  s t a t e d .  "T h e  S t a t e  D e p a rtm e n t i s  not empowered 
t o  s u r r e n d e r  A m e r ica n  r e a l  e s t a t e  and s e a b e d s .  O n ly  t h e  C o n g r e s s  has 

t h a t  p o w e r .  It m u st b e  b r o u g h t  up in  th e  fo r m  o f  a t r e a t y ,  3 ig n e d  by tha 

P r e s i d e n t ,  an d  d e b a t e d  an d  r a t i f i e d  b y  t h e  S e n a te  ir . o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  she 
f u l l  f o r c e  o f  la w . T he C o n s t i t u t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  i g n o r e d  i n  t h i s  p o t e n ­

t i a l l y  m a s s iv e  c e s s i o n  o f  s t r a t e g i c  A m e r ic a n  i n t e r e s t s  s o  c l o s e  t o  h o m e ."

In  an i r o n i c  c o m p a r is o n  w i t h  th e  a p p a r e n t  l e n i e n t  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  th e  S t a t e  
D e p a r tm e n t  h a s  e x h i b i t e d  t o w a r d  t h e  S o v i e t s  o v e r  t h e  s e a b e d  b o u n d a r i e s ,  

t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  h a s  a d o p t e d  a h a r d l i n e  p o s i t i o n  to w a r d  c u r  a l l y  Can­

a d a  o v e r  th e  s e a b e d  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  A la s k a  an d  C anada i n  th e  A r c t i c .

T h is  p o s i t i o n  cam e t o  l i g h t  w i t h  th e  l e a s i n g  on  A u g u s t  22 o f  t h e  Q ia p i r  
F i e l d  w h ic h  b o r d e r s  C a n a d a . The F e d e r a l  R e g i s t e r  a n n o u n ce m e n t o f  J u ly  
2 3 , 1 9 8 4  ( p .  2 9 /2 6 )  n o t e d  a  " J u r i s d i c t i o n a l  D i s p u t e "  w i t h  C anada o v e r  

som e o f  th e  b l o c k s  b e i n g  o f f e r e d .  A l th o u g h  th e  n o t i c e  d i d  n o t  s a y  s o  e x ­

p l i c i t l y ,  t h e  U .S . p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  s e a b e d  b o u n d a r y  s h o u ld  r e f l e c t  
t h e  " e q u i d i s t a n t "  t h e o r y  o f  b o u n d a r i e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  C a n a d ia n s  w a n t a m ere  

f a v o r a b l e  d r a w in g  o f  t h e  l i n e .  W h ile  t h i s  d i s p u t e  c o n t i n u e s ,  t h e  t h r e e  
p e t r o l e u m  c o m p a n ie s  w h ic h  b i d  o n  t h e s e  l e a s e s  (U n io n  O i l  C o . o f  C a l i f . ,  
Am oco P r o d u c t i o n  C o . , an d  S h e l l  W e s te r n  E S, P I n c .  ) w i l l  h a v e  t h e i r  b i d  
m on ey  d e p o s i t  l i e  i n  e s c r o w .  T h e u r  t o t a l  w in n in g  b i d s  f o r  t h e  f o u r  
b l o c k s  t o t a l l e d  S S ,1 0 5 ,0 0 0 — a s u b s t a n t i a l  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  th e  r i c h  n a tu r e  

o f  th e  A r c t i c  A la s k a n  o u t e r  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f .

- 3 0 -
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February 21, 1986

The Honorable Paul F ie ch er  
A laska  Sta te  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Paul:

Thanks f o r  your i n t e r e s t  in ihe s t a tu s  o f  the A r o t i o  i s la n d s  
i s s u e .  I hs.ve e n c lo s e d  some in fo rm a t ion  that  you may f i n d  u s e f u l  
in  your  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  3 . J . R e s . 32.

I have a l s o  in c lu d e d  a copy o f  a l e t t e r  I w rote  r e c e n t l y  to  
S e c r e t a r y  S hu lts  a sk in g  whether th ere  are any p lane t o  change*the 
i s l a n d s ’ s t a t u s  e i t h e r  by a s s e r t i n g  a c laim or  by r e l i n q u i s h i n g  
our r i g h t  to  make one over  the i s la n d s  at  some f u t u r e  d a t e .
I have a l s o  asked f o r  an a n a ly s i s  o f  what U.S. i n t e r e s t s  would be 
se rv ed  by e i t h e r  c o u rse  o f  a c t i o n .  I am aw ait ing  the S ta te  
Department ’ s r e s p o n s e .

I hope t h i s  in fo r m a t io n  helps  t o  c l a r i f y  t h i s  i s s u e .  Thank 
you again  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  me. With b e s t  w ishes ,

United S ta tes  Senator

Enclosures■
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January 21 ,  1986

Tho H onorable  Georg© P. S hu lts  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  Statfc
Department o f  S ta ta  *
Washington,  D.C. 20520

Dear S e c r e t a r y  S h u l t z :

I cj«i w r i t i n g  in  rega rd  t o  tho i s s u e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  O .S .  o la ima 
t o  f i v e  A r o t i o  i s l a n d s  —  Wrangel,  H era ld ,  H e n r i e t t a ,  J ea n n ette  
and Bennett  —  near  A l a s k a ' s  boundary with  the  S o v i e t  Onion.
The q u e s t i o n  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  the  i s l a n d s  has been r a i s e d  by 
some o f  my c o n s t i t u e n t s  in  A laska .  In C on gre ss ,  b i l l s  t o  p re v en t  
the S t a t e  Department from r e l i n q u i s h i n g  a p u t a t i v e  U.S. olailu t o  
tha i s l a n d s  have been in t r o d u c e d  by S en a to r  J e s s e  Helms and 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mark S i l j a n d e r .

In l i g h t  o f  the  c o n t in u in g  con cern  o v e r  t h i s  i s s u e ,  I  would 
a p p r e c i a t e  a s ta tem en t  from you o f  the  U.S. v iew  o f  the  o f f i c i a l  
s t a t u s  o f  t h e s e  i s l a n d s .  A p r e l i m i n a r y ,  u n o f f i c i a l  s ta tem en t  by 
the Lega l  A d v i s e r ' s  O f f i c e  has a l r e a d y  been most h e l p f u l  in  
p r o v id i n g  a g e n e r a l  background on th e  complex  l e g a l  h i s t o r y  t o  
t h i s  p o i n t .  I  would l i k e  t o  know whether th e re  ar® any p lans  t o  
change the  i s l a n d * *  s t a t u s  e i t h e r  by a s s e r t i n g  a c la im  o r  by 
r e l i n q u i s h i n g  o u "  r i g h t  t o  make one a t  some f u t u r e  d a t e .

9

I  would a l s o  be v e ry  i n t e r e s t e d  in  an a n a l y s i s  by the  S ta te  
Department o f  whether any s p e c i f i c  U..S, r e c o u r o e ,  s t r a t e g i o ,  or  
o t h e r  i n t e r e s t  would be served  by e i t h e r  a dvan c in g  or  
r e l i n q u i s h i n g  w hatever  U.S. c la im  t o  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  does  e x i s t .

I g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  your  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  my r e q u e s t  and 
l o o k  forw ard  t o  r e o e i v i n g  your r e p l y .

Frank H. Murkowski 
United S t a t e s  'S enator
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W R A N G E L  I S L A N D

W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  i s  a n  i s l a n d  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 , 7 0 0  s q u a r e  

m i l e s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  C h u k c h i  S e a ,  n o r t h  o f  S i b e r i a ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

2 0 0  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  t b e  l i n e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  1 8 6 7  

R u s s i a - U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n v e n t i o n  C e d i n g  A l a s k a .  ( T h i s  i s l a n d  i s  

n o t  t o  b e  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  W r a n g e l l  I s l a n d  i n  t h e  A l e x a n d e r  

A r c h i p e l a g o  o f  s o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a . )  A l t h o u g h  U . S .  c i t i z e n s  w e r e  

r e p o r t e d l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  d i s c o v e r y  o f  

W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  a n d  t h e  i s l a n d  w a s  l i s t e d  i n  s o m e  e a r l y  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  U . S .  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y ' s  1 9 0 6  

G e o g r a p h i c  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  A l a s k a , e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  b y  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f .  S t a t e  h a c  n o t  p r o d u c e d  a n y  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  e v e r  f o r m a l l y  a s s e r t e d  a  c l a i m  t o  W r a n g e l  

I s l a n d ,  p r o t e s t e d  R u s s i a n  a n d  S o v i e t  c l a i m s  d a t i n g  f r o m  1 9 1 6  

a n d  1 9 2 4 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  o r  p r o t e s t e d  S o v i e t  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  

i s l a n d  d a t i n g  f r o m  1 9 2 4 .

W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  i s  n a m e d  f o r  t h e  R u s s i a n  e x p l o r e r  B a r o n  v o n  

W r a n g e l l  ( o r  W r a n g e l ) ,  w h o  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  l o c a t e  

t h i s  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  l B O O ' s ,  D a t e s  o f  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  

i s l a n d  a r e  v a r i o u s j ^ y  l i s t e d  a s  1 8 4 9  b y  a  B r i t i s h  s h i p ,  t h e  

h . m . S .  H e r a l d  a n d  1 8 8 1  b y  C a p t a i n  H o o p e r  o f  t h e  U . S .  N a v y  

v e s s e l  C o r w i n . T h e  B r i t i s h  c r e w  o f  t h e  H e r a l d  r e p o r t e d l y  s a w  

W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  b u t  d i d  n o t  l a n d  o n  i t .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  

t o  l a n d  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  b y  o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  v e s s e l s  a n d  w h a l i n g  

s h i p s ,  C a p t a i n  H o o p e r  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  l a n d e d  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  

a n d  r a i s e d  t h e .  A m e r i c a n  f l a g  i n  1 8 8 1 .  L a t e r  i n  1 8 8 1 ,  t h e  c r e w  

o f  a n o t h e f u T s .  v e s s e l ,  t h e  R o d g e r s , a l s o  r e p o r t e d l y  l a n d e d  -'n 

t h e  i s l a n d  a n d  m a p p e d  i t .

i n  1 9 1 1 /  a  c r e w  f r o m  t h e  R u s s i a n  v e s s e l ,  t h e  V a i g a c h ,

A r e p o r t e d l y  , i a n d e d ^ o n tft h e „ ti B l a n d r . s u r v e y e d  i t  a n d  e r e c t e d  a

* b e a c o n  ̂ w h i c b ' ^ s o r v e d / a s  . a n ^ a a t r o n o m i c a l  p o s i t i o n i n g  s t a t i o n .  -

* T h i s  l e d'* t 6 ' ,V * f 6 r m a l ' c l a i m * t o  " t h e  i s l a n d  b y  t h e  R u s s i a n * ' " J 

G o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 9 1 6 . T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e p o r t e d l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  

r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  n o t e  b u t  m a d e  n o  s u b s t a n t i v e  r e s p o n s e .  ,

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 ' s  t h e  A r c t i c  e x p l o r e r  V i l h j a l m u r  

S t e f a n s s o n  r e p o r t e d l y  f o r m e d  a  C a n a d i a n  c o m p a n y  a n d  u n d e r  i t s  

a u s p i c e s  o r g a n i z e d  a  p r i v a t e  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  o c c u p y  W r a n g e l  

i s l a n d ,  a p p a r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  B r i t i s h  

o r  C a n a d i a n  s o v e r e i g n t y .  S e v e r a l  s u c c e s s i v e  S t e f a n s s o n  

e x p e d i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  U . S .  c i t i z e n s ,  o c c u p i e d  W r a n g e l  

- i s l a n d .  S t e f a n s s o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  i n t e r e s t  e i t h e r  t h a  

C a n a d i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  i n  a s s e r t i n g  a  

c l a i m .  ' .

A f t e r  h a v i n g  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a s s e r t  i t s  c l a i m  t o  W r a n g e l  

I s l a n d  d y  r e q u i r i n g  a  1 9 2 3  r e l i e f  s h i p  t o  c a l l  a t  a  S o v i e t  p o r t  

o n  i t s  d a y  t o  W f a n g e l  I s l a n d ,  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  i n  1 9 2 4  f o r m a l l y  

a s s e r t e d  a  c l a i m  t o  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  b y  d i p l o m a t i c  n o t e  

t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .

E x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  n o t  p r o d u c e d  a n y  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  U . S .  

r e p l y  t o  t h i s  n o t e .



I n  1 9 2 4 ,  a n  A m e r i c a n  c o m p a n y ,  L o m e n  B r o s , ,  o f  N o m e ,  A l a s k a  

r e p o r t e d l y  p u r c h a s e d  w h a t e v e r  r i g h t s  t h e  S t e f a n s s o n  g r o u p  h a d  

a c q u i r e d  i n  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S u t h e r l a n d  o f  

A l a s k a  w r o t e  t o  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  H u g h s B  i n f o r m i n g  h i m  o f  t h e  

p u r c h a s e  a n d  a s k e d  w h a t  a t t i t u d e  t h e  O n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  

w a a  l i k e l y  t o  a s s u m e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  t h e  

i s l a n d .  I n  J u l y ,  1 9 2 4 ,  t h e  A c t i n g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  r e p l i e d  

t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  t o  e x p r e s s  a n  o p i n i o n  

r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  o f  W r a n g e l  

I s l a n d  a n d  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a l s o  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  e x p r e s s i n g  

a p p r o v a l  o r  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  a  p r o j e c t  w h i c h ,  i t  u n d e r s t o o d ,  w a s

e n t i r e l y  c o m m e r c i a l  i n  n a t u r e .» 4

I n  A u g u s t ,  1 9 2 4 ,  t h e  c r e w  o f  t h e  s o v i e t  v e s s e l  R e d  O c t o b e r  

a r r i v e d  o n  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d ,  h o i s t e d  t h e  S o v i e t  f l a g  an<5 

t r a n s p o r t e d  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  t o  S i b e r i a ,  S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  

s o v i e t  U n i o n  h a s ^  o c c u p i e d  w r a n g e l  i s l a n d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e

S o v i e t  U n i o n  r e a s s e r t e d  a  f o r m a l  c l a i m  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  i n  1 9 2 6

v i a  a  d e c r e e  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  o t h e r

g o v e r n m e n t s *  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 ' s ,  t h e  S e n a t e  c o n s i d e r e d

r e s o l u t i o n s  r e q u e s t i n g  R e p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  

c o n c e r n i n g  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a d  a  v a l i d  c l a i m  

t o  s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  w r a n g e l  i s l a n d ,  i n  1 9 4 0  a n d  1 9 4 1 ,  t h e  4 

S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a d . n o t  

f o r m a l l y  c l a i m e d  s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  a n d  t h a t  i t  

w a s  d e s i r a b l e  t o  a v o i d  r a i s i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y .

A l t h o u g h  t h e '  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  n e v e r  f o r m a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  

S o v i e t  s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d  a n d  h a s  f r o m  t i m e  t c  

t i m e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i t h a s ^ n o t  f o r m a l l y  r e l i n q u i s h e d  a n y  c l a i m , ^  

■ ^ e x t e n s i v e ^ ' r e s e a r c h  h a s ‘n o l T p r o d u c e d  e v i d e n c e  o f  a n y  f o r m a l  U . S . *  

' " a s s e r t i o n ^ ' o f  ~ a  c l a i m  t o t h e  l a l a n d , "  o r ' o f  ' a n y  U ^ S ,  p r o t e s t  o f  

t h e  S o v i e t  c l a i m s  t o  o r  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .
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H e r a l d  I s l a n d  i s  a n  i s l a n d  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0  s q u a r e  m i l e s  

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  C h u k c h i  S e a ,  n o r t h  o f  S i b e r i a ,  n e a r  W r a n g e l  

I s l a n d ,  B e n n e t t ,  H e n r i e t t a  a n d  J e a n n e t t e  i s l a n d s  h a v e  a r e a s  o f  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 4 ,  5  a n d  7  s q u a r e  m i l e s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a n d  a r e  

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  E a s t  S i b e r i a n  S e a  n o r t h  o f  S i b e r i a ,  H e r a l d  

i s l a n d  w a s  r e p o r t e d l y  d i s c o v e r e d  b y  a  B r i t i s h  C a p t a i n ,  C a p t a i n  ’ 

K e l l e t t ,  i n  1 8 4 9 ,  B e n n e t t ,  T e n r i e t t a  a n d  J e a n n e t t e  i s l a n d . " !  

w e r e  r e p o r t e d l y  d i s c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  c r e w  o f  'Che C L ^ S L - u / e ' s s G k  

J e a n n e t t e  i n  1 8 3 1 ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  v e s s e l  a p p a r e n t l y  o n l y  s i g h t e d  

b u t  d i d  n o t  l a n d  o n  J e a n n e t t e  I s l a n d ,  A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  

w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 0 6  G e o g r a p h i c  j u i c t i o n a r y  o f  

A l a s k a , a n d  s o m e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  l i s t e d  i n  s o m e  s u b s e q u e n t  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  a  s i m i l a r  n a t u r e ,  e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  n o t  

p r o d u c e d  a n y  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  o n i t e d  S t a t e s  G o v e r n m e n t  h a s  

e v e r  f o r m a l l y ~ a s s e r t e d  a  c l a i m  t o  a n y  o f  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  o r  

p r o t e s t e d  R u s s i a n  o r  S o v i e t  c l a i m s  ( f r o m  1 9 1 6  a n d  1 9 2 4  

r e s p e c t i v e l y )  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  i s l a n d * *

A  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  e v e n t s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  e a c h  o f  t h e s ®  

i s l a n d s  f o l l o w * .

H e r a l d  I s l a n d  * ; 4

A f t e r  t h e  B r i t i s h  d i s c o v e r y  o f  H e r a l d  i s l a n d  i n  1 8 4 9 ,  t h e  

c r e w s  o f  s e v e r a l  U . S .  v e s s e l s  r e p o r t e d l y  l a n d e d  o n  t h e  i s l a n d ,  

i n c l u d i n g  c r e w s  o f  t h e  V i n c e n n e s  i n  1 8 5 5  a n d  C o r w i n  a n d  R o d g e r s  

* i n  1 8 8 1 .  P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  t h e  c r e w s  w e r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h

d i s c o v e r y ,  n o n e  o f  t h e m  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  g l a i m e d  t h e  i s l a n d  ■ 

f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  .

' • ^  I n . 1 9 1 6 ,  > h « .  R u s s i a n . G o v e r n m e n t  f o r m a l l y . a s s e r t e d  a  c l a i m

' t o  H e r a l d  I s l a n d  v i a  d i p l o m a t i c  n o t e . '  T h e  O n i t e d  S t a t e s ' * ^  *■ ' lV *  + 

r e p o r t e d l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  n o t e  b u t  m a d e  n o  

s u b s t a n t i v e  r e s p o n s e .  I n  1 9 2 4 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  p r e s s  r e p o r t s  t h a t  , 

t w o  U . S .  c i t i z e n s  h a d  l a n d e d  o n  H e r a l d  I s l a n d  a n d  c l a i m e d  i t  

f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  r e s p o n d e d  t o  a  

1 9 2 6  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  i n q u i r y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  b y  s t a t i n g  

t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w a s  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  m a k e  a n y  s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  

r e g a r d  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .

I n  1 9 2 4  a n d  1 9 2 6  t h e  S o v i e t  G o v e r n m e n t  a s s e r t e d  c l a i m s  t o  

H e r a l d  I s l a n d  b y  d i p l o m a t i c  n o t e  a n d  d e c r e e ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

w h i c h  w e r e  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  o t h e r  

g o v e r n m e n t s .  I n  1 9 2 6  a n d  a g a i n  i n  1 9 3 4 ,  c r e w s  o f  S o v i e t  

* v e s s e l s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  l a n d e d  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  a n d  p l a n t e d  

t h e  S o v i e t  f l a g .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  n e v e r  f o r m a l l y  

r e c o g n i z e d  S o v i e t  s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  H e r a l d  i s l a n d ,  e x t e n s i v e  

r e s e a r c h * h a s  p r o d u c e d  n o  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  U . S .  c l a i m  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  

o r  o f  a n v  U . S .  p r o t e s t  o f  S o v i e t  c l a i m s  o r  a c t i v i t i e s .
. . .  1 i

•- ’ :>.* ■ 
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B e n n e t t ,  H e n r i e t t a  a n d  J e a n n e t t e  i s l a n d s

. * t , i •

C r e w s  o f  s e v e r a l  R u s s i a n  s h i p s  r e p o r t e d l y  l a n d e d  o n  B e n n e t t  

i s l a n d  i n  1 9 0 2  ( w h e n  a  R u s s i a n  e x p e d i t i o n  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e

s t a y e d  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  a n d  a  h a l f  m o n t h s )  a n d  1 9 1 3 .  I n

a d d i t i o n ,  i n  1 9 1 4 ,  t h e  R u s s i a n  c r e w  o f  t h e  v e s s e l *  V a i g a c h  i s  

r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  s u r v e y  H e n r i e t t a  a n d  

J e a n n e t t e  i s l a n d s  a n d  t o  h o i s t  t h e  R u s s i a n  f l a g ;  n o w e v e r ,  i c e  

a p p a r e n t l y  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  f r o m  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e s e  

o r d e r s .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  i n  1 9 1 6 ,  t h e  R u s s i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  a s s e r t e d  a 
c l a i m  t o  a l l  o f  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  b y  d i p l o m a t i c  n o t e *  T h e  O n i t e d  • 

S t a t e s  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  n o t e  b u t

n o  e v i d e n c e  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  o f  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  r e p l y .
\ • •

< “ i

I n  1 9 2 4  a n d  a g a i n  i n  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  S o v i e t  G o v e r n m e n t  a l o o

a s s e r t e d  c l a i m s  t o  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  b y  d i p l o m a t i c  n o t e  a n d  d e c r e e ,

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  R e s e a r c h  h a s  p r o d u c e d  n o  e v i d e n c e  o f  0 . 5 .  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  c l a i m s .  I n  1 9 3 7 ,  t h e  S o v i e t  v e s s e l  S a d k o  i s  

r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  v i s i t e d  a l l  t h e  i s l a n d s  a n d  t o  h a v e  r a i e e c f  t h e  

S o v i e t  f l a g  o n  H e n r i e t t a  a n d  J e a n n e t t e  i s l a n d s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

i n  1 9 5 6 ,  a  S o v i e t  e x p e d i t i o n  r e p o r t e d l y  r e a c h e d  B e n n e t t  I s l a n d  

b y  a i r  a n d  r e m a i n e d  t h e r e  f o r  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  m o n t h s .  A l t h o u g h  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  n e v e r  f o r m a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  S o v i e t  « 

s o v e r e i g n t y - o v e r  a n y  o f  t h e s e  i s l a n d s ,  e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  

p r o d u c e d  n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  e v e r  f o r m a l l y  

a s s e r t e d  a  c l a i m  t o  t h e  i s l a n d s  o r  p r o t e s t e d  S o v i e t  c l a i m s  o r  

a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e m .



B e n n e t t ,  H e n r i e t t a  a n d  J e a n n e t t e  i s l a n d s

C r e w s  o f  s e v e r a l  R u s G i a n  s h i p s  r e p o r t e d l y  l a n d e d  o n  B e n n e t t  

i s l a n d  i n  1 9 0 2  ( w h e n  a  R u s s i a n  e x p e d i t i o n  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  

s t a y e d  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  a n d  a  h a l f  m o n t h s )  a n d  1 9 1 3 .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  i n  1 9 1 4 ,  t h e  R u s s i a n  c r e w  o f  t h e  v e s s e l  V a i g a c h  i s  

r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  t o  s u r v e y  H e n r i e t t a  a n d  

J e a n n e t t e  i s l a n d s  a n d  t o  h o i s t  t h e  R u s s i a n  f l a g ;  h o w e v e r ,  i c e  

a p p a r e n t l y  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  f r o m  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e s e  

o r d e r s .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  i n  1 9 1 6 ,  t h e  R u s s i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  a s s e r t e d  a  

c l a i m  t o  a l l  o f  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  b y  d i p l o m a t i c  n o t e .  T h e  O n i t e d  - . ■ • 

S t a t e s  i e  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  n o t e  b u t  

n o  e v i d e n c e  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  o f  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  r e p l y .

I n  1 9 2 4  a n d  a g a i n  i n  1 9 2 6 ,  t h e  S o v i e t  G o v e r n m e n t  a l s o  

a s s e r t e d  c l a i m s  t o  t h e s e  i s l a n d s  b y  d i p l o m a t i c  n o t e  a n d  d e c r e e ,  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  R e s e a r c h  h a s  p r o d u c e d  n o  e v i d e n c e  o f  U . S .  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  c l a i m s .  I n  1 9 3 7 ,  t h e  S o v i e t  v e s s e l  S a d k o  i s  

r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  v i s i t e d  a l l  t h e  i s l a n d s  a n d  t o  h a v e  r a i e e c f  t h e  

S o v i e t  f l a g  o n  H e n r i e t t a  a n d  J e a n n e t t e  i s ' a n d a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

i n  1 9 5 6 ,  a  S o v i e t  e x p e d i t i o n  r e p o r t e d l y  r e a c h e d  B e n n e t t  I s l a n d  

b y  a i r  a n d  r e m a i n e d  t h e r e  f o r  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  m o n t h s .  A l t h o u g h  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  n e v e r  f o r m a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  S o v i e t  « 

s o v e r e i g n t y - o v e r  a n y  o f  t h e s e  i s l a n d s ,  e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  

p r o d u c e d  n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a a  e v e r  f o r m a l l y  

a s s e r t e d  a  c l a i m  t o  t h e  i s l a n d s  o r  p r o t e s t e d  S o v i e t  c l a i m s  o r  

a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e m .



U n i t e d  State* D e p a r t m e n t  of S u t e  

fPaihingion, D . C  20520

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M u r k o w s k i ;

T h a n k  y o u  C o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  J u l y  1 0 ,  1 9 8 5 ,  f o r w a r d i n g  t o  

t h e  S e c r e t a r y  a c o p y  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e c e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  o n  

t h e  A l a s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  O . S * - S o v i e t '  

m a r i t i m e  b o u n d a r y .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  i n t e r e s t  b y  

A l a s k a  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  o n  t h i s  i s s u e .  W e  s h a r e  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  

f o r  m a x i m i z i n g  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

b o u n d a r y .  W e  h a v e  h a d  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s  f u l l y  i n  m i n d  i n  o u r  

d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a s  w e l l  a n  i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  

t h e  B p e c i a l  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  t h e  N a v a r i n  B a s i n  1 9 8 4  L e a s e  S a l e .

A s  y o u  r e q u e s t e d ,  I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a s i t u a t i o n  p a p e r  o n  t h e  

b o u n d a r y  d i s p u t e .  I h o p e  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  f i n d  i t  

u s e f u l .  *

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b o u n d a r y  i B s u e ,  y o u  a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s  

a b o u t  t h e  L o m e n  B r o t h e r s '  c l a i m s  c a s e .  T h i s  w a s  o n e  o f  1 , 9 2 5  

c l a i m s  a w a r d s  m a d e  b y  t h e  F o r e i g n  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  C o m m i s s i o n  

( F C S C )  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s e c t i o n  3 0 5 ( a )  o f  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  o f  1 9 4 9 ,  a s  a m e n d e d .  T h i s  

A c t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  F C S C  t o  r e c e i v e  a n d  d e t e r m i n e ,  i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  s u b s t a n t i v e  l a w ,  t h e  v a l i d i t y  a n d  

a m o u n t s ,  i n t e r  a l i a , o f  " c l a i m s ,  a r i s i n g  p r i o r  t o  N o v e m b e r  1 6 ,  

1 9 3 3 ,  o f  n a t i o n a l s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t  

G o v e r n m e n t , "  2 2  U , S , C .  § 1 6 4 1 d  ( a ) ( 2 ) .

T h e  L o m e n  B r o t h e r s  s o u g h t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  s a l a r y  a n d  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c h a r g e s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  c o n f i s c a t e d  b y  t h e  

S o v i e t  G o v e r n m e n t  o n  A u g u s t  2 0 ,  1 9 2 4  w h e n  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  

f i r s t  o c c u p i e d  W r a n g e l  I s l a n d .  I n  i t s  d e c i s i o n  o f  M a y  1 5 ,

1 9 5 9 ,  t h e  F C S C  d e n i e d  c l a i m s  m a d e  b y  t h e  L o m e n  B r o t h e r s  f o r  

s a l a r y  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c h a r g e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  t h e  

s u b j e c t  o f  a n y  t a k i n g  b y  t h e  S o v i e t  G o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  c l a i m a n t s

*<•

T h e  H o n o r a b l e

F r a n k  H .  M u r k o w s k i ,

U n i t e d  S L w t e s  S e n a t e .



w e r t  a w a r d e d  $ 3 0 / 0 0 0  p l u s  i n t e r e s t /  f o r  t h e  c o n f i s c a t e d  

p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y *  T h i s  a w a r d  d e a l t  s o l e l y  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  

p r o p e r t y  a n d  h a d  n o  b e a r i n g  o n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  

W r a n g e l  i s l a n d .

C l a i m a n t s  u n d e r  t h e  S o v i e t  c l a i m s  p r o g r a m  r e c e i v e d  p a r t i a l  

p a y m e n t  o f  t h e i r  c l a i m s  f r o m  f u n d s  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  1 9 3 3  L i t v i n o v  a s s i g n m e n t  u n d e r  w h i c h  

c e r t a i n  U . S .  a n d  S o v i e t  c l a i m s  w e r e  s e t t l e d .  T h e  L o m e n  

B r o t h e r s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a p a r t i a l  p a y m e n t  o f  

$ 3 / 8 1 7 , 8 3 .  W e  a r e  a t t a c h i n g  f o r  y o u r  r e f e r e n c e  a c o p y  o f  t h e  

c l a i m s  a w a r d .

W i t h  b e s t  w i s h e s ,

S i n c e r e l y ,

W i l l i a m  L .  B a l l ,  I 2 X  

A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  

L e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s

A t t a c h m e n t s !

1 )  1 9 5 9  L o w m a n  B r o t h e r s  C l a i m s  A w a r d

2) S i t u a t i o n  P a p e r
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o w n s  W r a n g e l§ 4  other islands
* I • , i

By PAUL MONAGHAN 
Newt-Minor Bures b 

WASHINQTON-jOw ll«ra not oa (h« agenda ol the recent aupcrpcw. 
cr summit continues to attract attention from conservative poli* 
Ucal groups, , - 

It involves ownership of flvo lit. 
Ue-hnown islands In (he East g ib* 
dsn Sea between Alaska anti tho 
Soviet Union. The largest o f the l«* ■ 
lands Is Wrangel. about the aizo of 
Delaware and Rhode Island com*

. blned. The other# are Herald, Bob* 
nett, Henrietta and Jeannetta.

The outer continental ehelf rur* 
rounding tbe lilanda may or may 
not contain oil reserves. Mow Im* 
portsntly, It seems, tha islands are 
an oppori unity to contest Sovlot ex* 
pension. *The VlrglnJft*based Conservative. 
C au cu s , which t ra e o s  U .S .*  
sovereignty ovar tha Wanda back 
(o l« l ,  had predicted the U.S. State 
Department would "give away*' 
(he islands when President Reagan 
and Soviet Premier Mlkhnii Gor^ 
bachev aat down In C tncva. It 
didn't happen.

Tha Weil S tm t Journal Joined 
tha conservative chorus, writing 
that tbe United States "should hang 
tough" ovar Wrangel laland "to d«*

morutrat* III resistance to Soviet 
ImparieliiJB.*' ♦ - 

Sea. F rank  M urkow ski, R* 
‘Alaska, responded to the nerwap^p- 
*r article. Ha pointed out that (her*, 
ia a much more important dispute 

’  going on between tha two couo* 
tries-Uho ownership of thousands 
of squire miles of undersea lands is 
the Navarin Bu ln . •*

'Hus "wrangle" la rooted in the 
1W7 sale of Alaska to America. 
When Russia sold Alaska to the Un* 
ited States, a mep line was drawn 
through the Baring $cs n  a bound*
aryllno. 

Onlywhen tha two nations began 
undersea oil development did (hay 
notice that they Interpreted the ori­
ginal boundary lin t differently. 
Quiet negotiations have bwn solng 
on for four years to resolve the die* 
pute, ’

The State Department doesn't 
appear Interested in challenging 
Ruiala'a claim to the five islands. U 
notes that the United,Statu never 
has formally claimed sovereignty 
over tbt islands. Neither did i f  ob­
ject when the Soviet Union claimed 
ownership In lht iMOs.

Tbn State Department, however, 
uya  It U committed to holding on to 
aa much Navarin Basin territory aa

\  W R A N G S L  I S L A N D

u X n  ARCTIC OCEAfJ

posalble. The Conservative Caucus * 
dispute! this, saying the State De­
partment will turn It over to Russia 
alopg with the flv t lslanda,

In April IS84, the U.S. Interior 
Department held a lease sale to 
award oO and gaa drilling rights 
within the Navarin Basin, Oil cans*
Sanies bid a total o f lM l million for 
ie undersea tracti.*€Mhit,‘ S!Ot 

million was bid for tracts on dla- 
puled lands.

Tha U.S. has placed tha <103 mil* 
]fon in an escrow account until a 
settlement Is reached wltb tba 
Soviet Union, ,

The drilling moratorium within 
the disputed area has been criti­
cized by lawmakers in the Alaska j 
Legislature. They have passed a s * ; 
solution urging tho State Depart*,, 
ment to take-a firm stand in nego* 
Uationa with the Soviets. The it- 
solution doesn't mention tbe saps* • 
rate lnuc of tbe five islands.

MurkowekJ sayi be la monitoring 
those negotiation*, "Tho Navaria . 
Basin issue requires our lmme& 
ate attention because Soviet ectivi* 
tiei ir. tha waters off Alaska hava 
become increasingly worrisome. 
This summer, tho Soviets dtlJtor-
ately harassed U.S. drilling rigs in* 
volvad in e/iargy exploration (a the 
Navarin Basin area,**

Aa for tbe flvo islands dispute. 
Murkowski acknowledges that 
"the rscord U not d ea r." Any trea­
ty negotiated with tha Soviets ttyt
avs up territory claimed by lift 

J .8 . would b« subject to Senate «H 
view, Murkowski s a i l  . 2  

Bap. Mark Siljander, R-Mlc&J 
l u  submitted « m  Jn tho lg« *it*  require a treaty to be ratified to t
t o *  any U M .  claim Is wUnquistofc
■ » * ' • * .-mi  »«m m m H • **0 ^
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