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Introduced: 1/20/86
Referred: Finance

BY P. FISCHER, FERGUSON
IN THE SENATE AND DEVRIES

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 32
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
Requesting the Government of the United
States to reassert jurisdiction over
Wrangel 1Island, Herald Island, Henrietta
Island, Jeannette Island, and Bennett
Island together with the surrounding
outer continental shelf within the
American waters of the Chukchi Sea and
the East Siberian Seas and to pay the
State of Alaska compensation for damages
from their loss.
BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
WHEREAS Alaskans and other Americans remain justifiably grateful for
the fortitude shown by Captain Thomas Long and the crew of the whaling bark
Nile from New London, Connecticut who, on August 14, 1367, were the first

to confirm the existence of a 1,740 square mile island in the Chukchi Sea;

and

WHEREAS Wrangel 1Island, named by Captain Long after the former gover-
nor of RussianAlaska Baron Ferdinand Petrovich von Wrangel, is located
some 270 miles northwest of Cape Lisburne, Alaska and is larger than the

State of Rhode Island; and

WHEREAS Captain Long was the first to sight and to describe Wrangel
Island, the first recorded landing on the island occurred August 12, 1881.
when Captain Calvin L. Hooper, commander of the Bering Sea Patrol, a divi-
sion of the U.S. Treasury Department and as such, thede facto governor of

Alaska, landedat Clark River on the eastern coast of Wrangel Island and,

-1- SJR 32



with his fellow officers and John Muir (who later founded the Sierra Club*®
raised the American flag and took possession of the island in the name 0.
the United States; and

WHEREAS Captain Hooper was t.igaged in aCongressioually sponsored
effort to rescue the Jeannette, a vesselengagedin Arctic research that
was Qlocked in ice floes and subsequently lost and therefore Captain Hooper
had the authority to claim Wrangel Island for the United States; and

WHERI \S Wrangel Island became a pax"t of the United States by right of
confirmed discovery and first possession and, later, a permanent settle-
ment ; and

WHEREAS Wrangel 1Island and its nearby satellite island Herald Island
were placed by the United States Coast and Geodetic Service within the
District and later Territory and State of Alaska in publications from 1900
through 1977; and

WHEREAS the De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and Dennett were
first discovered in the East Siberian Sea, were claimed, and named by U.S.
Navy Commander George W. De Long during his 1879 - 1881 expedition into the
Arctic who. with his crew, diedwhen their ship, the Jeannette, was crushed
and sunk by 1ice floes; and

WHEREAS the first permanent settlement on Wrangel Island occurred when
the American ship Silver Wave landed a party on the island on September 15,
1921, and raised the American flag over the island under the direction of
Captain Jack Hammer; and

WHEREAS the party from the Silver Wave landed with provisions for only
six months as they stated that they planned to sustain themselves by hunt-
ing; and

WHEREAS the relief vessel in 1922 was blocked by ice floes; and

WHEREAS when the relief vessel Donaldson arrived on August 23, 1923,

the only survivor of the 1921 expedition was an Eskimo seamstress named Ada
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“"Blackjack™ Johnson, who died just a few years ago in Alaska; and

WHEREAS a new party led by Charles Wells of Uniontown, Pennsylvania
continued settlement on Wrangel Island; and

WHEREAS on Hay 13, 1924, Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes
stated that the American Lomen Brothers were the proprietary owners of
Wrangel Island; and

WHEREAS on August 20, 1924, an arinea party from the Soviet gunboat Red
October landed on Wrangel Island, took Wells and the other Americans by
force, and told them that they were being returned to Alaska; and

WHEREAS notwithstanding their promises, they took the Americans to
Vladivostok and confiscated the pelts that the Amer can ti"appers had accu-
mulated during the 12 bitter months on the island; and

WHEREAS the Americans who survived their ordeal in Vladivostok were
released following the intervention of the American consul at Harbin,
Manchuria but Chs*ies Wells and two residents of Alaska died while detained
by the Soviet government; and

WHEREAS the residents of Alaska who survived their ordeal in Soviet
Siberia were all from Golovin Bay, Alaska and they survived notwithstanding
the severe physical and emotional trauma resulting from the assault, kid-
napping, Ffalse imprisonment, theft of property together with other vio-
lations of American and Alaska law by the agents of the Soviet regime; and

U"HEREAS after seising Wrangel Island, the Soviet government proceeded
to seize more American soil by occupying the nearby and defenseless Herald
Island; and

WHEREAS the Soviet government subsequently asserted a spurious claim
to the American De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett; and

W"HEREAS these illegal acts by the Soviet government interrupted 57
years of peaceful use of these islands by American seamen, herders, and

hunters; and

-3- SJR 32
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WHEREAS the Soviet occupation of what they I"efer to as Ostrova De Long
is an affront to all Americans, is an insult to the memory of their brave
discoverer, and a source of embarrassment to the United States Navy, which
memorializes his memory at the Naval Academy in Annapolis; and

V/HEREAS the soil of all five of these American islands and their
surrounding continental shelf has been held by military force in contra-
vention of international lav? and by conduct that is contrary to what is
recognised as proper by civilised nations; and

WHEREAS the Soviet government has typified its uncivilised conduct by
establishing forced labor camps on Wrangel Island as reported in testimony
before the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee in January 1973; and

WHEREAS it has been reported that Wrangel Island was the last known
place of imprisonment of Raoul Wallenberg, the Swedish Consul in Budapest,
Hungary at the end of World War 1l who was ax"rested by Soviet forces and
who was responsible for saving the lives of thousands of European Jews from
the Nazi Holocaust; and

WHEREAS this conduct on American soil has continued in defiance of
American law as well as in defiance of the international rules of conduct
resulting from the Nuremberg war crime trials after World V/ar 11; and

WHEREAS the continuing trespass by the Soviet government deprives the
State of Alaska and its people of their fundamental right to use the
islands of Wrangel, Herald, Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett together with
the surrounding continental shelf and its valuable resources; and

WHEREAS unlike the governments of Canada and Great Britain, the United
States has never surrendered its claims of sovereignty over these islands;
and

WHEREAS the State of Alaska does not believe that agreements between
the United States and the Soviet Union, whether they be secret or other-

wise, can affect American claims to these islands until they have been

SJR 32 -4-
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ratified by the United States Senate;

BE 1T RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the Government of
the United States assert and reassert American sovereignty over Wrangel
Island, Herald Island, and the De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and
Bennett, their resources, and their territorial shel f in behalf of the
American people; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Government of the United States make satis-
factory compensation and restitution to the State of Alaska and its people
for the loss of this territory resulting from the neglect of the United
States Government to protect American lives and property when the lands
were seized in 1924; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that theState of Alaska asserts and reasserts its
claim to Wrangel Island, Herald Island and the De Long Islands of
Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett and their surrounding continental shelf
as an integral part of the State of Alaska; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED the Governor of the State of Alaska 1is requested to
initiate appropriate legal claims for relief before the U.S. Foreign Claims
Settlement Commission, the U.S. Court of Claims or other legal forums of
the United States as may be appropriate.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ronald
Reagan, President of the United States; to the. Honorable George P. Shultz,
Secretary of State; to the Honorable George Bush, Vice-President of the
United States and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Thomas P.
O"Neill, Jr., Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; and to the
Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and
the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delega-

tion in Congress.

-5- SJR 32
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Introduced: 1/20/86

Feferred: Finance

BY P. FISCHER, FERGUSON
IN THE SENATE AND DEVRIES

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 32
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
Requesting the Government of the United
States to reassert jurisdiction over
Wrangel Island, Herald Island, Henrietta
Island, Jeannette Island, and Bennett
Island together with the surrounding
outer continental shelf within the
American waters of the Chukchi Sea and
the East Siberian Seas and to pay the
State of Alaska compensation for damages
from their loss.
BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
WHEREAS Alaskans and other Americans remain justifiably grateful for
the fortitude shown by Captain Thomas Long and the crew of the whaling bark
Nile from New London, Connecticut who, on August 14, 1867, were the first

to confirm the existence of a 1,740 square mile island in the Chukchi Sea;

and

WHEREAS Wrangel 1Island, named by Captain Long after the former gover-
nor of RussianAlaska Baron Ferdinand Petrovich von Wrangel, is located
some 270 milesnorthwest of Cape Lisburne, Alaska and is larger than the

State of Rhodelsland; and
V/HEREAS Captain Long was the first to sight and to describe Wrangel
Island, the Ffirst recorded landing on the island occurred August 12, 1881
when Captain Calvin L. Hooper, commander of the Bering Sea Patrol, a divi-
sion of the U.S. Treasury Department and as such, thede facto governor of

Alaska, Jlandedat Clark River on the eastern coast of Wrangel Island and,
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with his fellow officers and John Muir (who later founded the Sierra Club)
raised the American flag and took possession of the island in the name of
the United States; and

WHEREAS Captain Hooper was engaged in a Congressionally sponsored
effort to rescue the Jeannette . a vessel engaged in Arctic research that
was locked in ice floes and subsequently lost and therefore Captain Hooper
had the authority to claim Wrangel Island for the United States; and

WHEREAS Wrangel Island became a part of the United States by right of
confirmed discovery and Tfirst possession and, later, a permanent settle-
ment; and

V/HEREAS Wrangel Island and its nearby satellite island Heraldlsland
were plac a by the United States Coast and Geodetic Service within the
District and later Territory and State of Alaska in publications from 1900
through 1977; and

WHEREAS the De Long Islands of Henrietta, Jeannette, and Bennett were
first discovered in the East Siberian Sea, were claimed, and named by U.S.
Navy Commander George V/. De Long during his 1879 - 1881 expedition into the
Arctic who, with his crew, died when their ship, the Jeannette, was crushed
and sunk by ice floes; and

WHEREAS the first permanent settlement on Wrangel Island occurred v/hen
the American ship Silver Wave landed a party on the island on September 15,
1921, and raised the American flag over the island under the direction of
Captain Jack Hammer; and

WHEREAS the party from the Silver Wave landed with provisions Tfor only
six months as they stated that they planned to sustain themselves by hunt-
ing; and

WHEREAS the relief vessel in 1922 was blocked by ice floes; and

WHEREAS when the relief vessel Donaldson arrived on August 23, 1923,

the only survivor of the 1921 expedition was an Eskimo seamstress named Ada
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THE SECRETARY (F THE TREASLRY,

TIU-NSEFITTENO,

In retporue to Senate retolution of February 27, 1334, the report and papert nf Capt. C. L. Hooper
upon the iccond cruije of the revenue tteamcr Coriein.

Jume 3] 1831—Rdfared to tia Goooaittaa G Conrirce and ardared to La printed

“ * _ TQEXSCRT Department,
June 24, 1334
Sir : Respectfully referring to the Senate resolatioo directing that the Secretary of the Treasury
furnish to the Senate a copy of the report of Capt, C. L. Hooper, Cnited States Revenue ifarine,
opon the second cruise of the revenue steamer Corwin in the Arctic Ocean, and its accompanying

documents and ilinstrations, in possession of this Department, | have'the honor to transmit here-
with the report and papers mentioned,

"Very respectfully,

H. F. FRENCH,

Acting Secretary.
Hon. George F. EmrtrxDs,

President pro tempore of the United Statet Senate.
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A CADEMY OF SCIENCES

No. XXrv

The Discovery of

Wrangel Island

By SA"NOJEL L. HOOPER

niMITITTKiE: ON PI_UMCATION
It~. ilitaorr 1. Ukjjji, tkoirman
Ihi. iXMix H I'AitMn'a* Ife. Kino** P Ktownai* A<

SAN FRANCISCO
PUBLISHED IT THE ACAOCNT = 1IBi

It CAMFFIRNIA ACAPKMV OK FICARNRSt Q. rare~.

Ihr lad. (&l relieed to be in clear water, nml dikd not despair nf
ultinate suar_™*

The ninvidiimt nf the iredue In llic X nf the cunrentts mnde it
nrareciry inchange piNilin™ saveral ling* iliinn/ ihe night. At 4.1
ain the fortri* again entered Ihe irennd Ihis lime with nil prepara-
tiasmade in reech ihr Innd hv rrimmu ihe e ifrars.aury, wsinir the
sledes nnd taking along Hic rkin at for missing any njren leds
tht Might Fcawotiulord. Honever. s they fought theirway river
lo tre Innd ieemndi lioim improved.  Insice the ten-fathom cunve they
frnund much nf Hie iiac aground while the floating poriiun was drifting
pmtmid vomsiunlly shoaling op over the tup nf the grounded piecess.
Navigation under these conditio™ was reither riHifirtzhifl nnr mfe.
hut they *11 €l tit The Inml wns now reltiHlly within reach nnd they
pushed m. The cgptain™s notes for that inpottant day (see figure J)
readi =
fHotr. August 22 IMI. UL TI-M Eri - ITT-It df Wraaale e| UM .
Got uchr way at :05 ae. and In lxart the «d of te xd ad
Into I lev at 7:0F af). After a a4 deal of b*mpln* and wP*illnc »*

reectd ta lad and andored la a aall dear off I muth of a
mall rha. Vet an *&ra ad loek ppuim k tha narm* of I U3,

Thi* landinf iimesticnaldy esteblished a \alid claim lo Ihe arc*
on the pan nf Ihe Hutled Slates. Muir i hi* tcstany*, *"A minhlcad-
dition wns made 1 the mtiuel domain when Captain tnivin K
Ffouper Inncnl nn Wrrangell [-ad nnd took finml pAcssum in the
name of the (hiftrd Stnirs." letter the great Arctic eplorer Vilhj.il*
murSIrfTanvaoi inhis rrl'if,The Ailvrntnrr nf Wrnmirl hinml, describ-
ing an expedition undertaken in 1021 wote. "', .. folloving AKI . ..
the islad was (Cidled Stales territory.”

Many years later the Soviet elains! Thal liieulaeul \Yiangel had
arluallv discovered Ihe islad hut unforuiinlely fortheirclaim. Wrnn™
@l hilikelf in his H(ik, Tut ATVofice «/ o vnnnnt to the Inlor Srnt
iNnW I'mrai*2 1,1*2 2. and 27, SInchwas wmini long cimgli after
hisrsjrims linf he had plritdv of time Inmake nnv changes or
rorreinns. wrote “with a painful firlirc of 1hr ol [Mschility of over-
coming the niwtarlrs with which nature had qjHSS] ih, one lest hope
vannhrd of dismHriog the land which we yet hrline inedst ... we
had done what difty and honor demanded, foilher allenpls would
have been almliilfly lioGelritsand fetended In MtE™ Wrangel b=
ented nn hisdhart *fmm ralive reiird’ the laud which “we lieliec lo
edst’’ hut he plarrd 1? some dislnmr west nf where il actually turmed
out o I* loated.

fiKiiif * 1hrininiMl j..mbl  0,« U<Wi* »i Uo_
nrln«’se«n HBEroIM TSH-—rm m« mm &l
I*" frit <« nl UwlamliM

N 2] Ihipkii* TIJCOPKY UF WHANTIKI* 1SLAND

A* sy1ll ns The ufiidMl >hnre pnriiv had conplleted  The fomalilirs
of discovery, a caretul search iMmsmade nlnng Thr shnir hi each direc-
tion fur evidenres il a lading nl any kind. After sa.eral hours nf
-searchirg it Invame impovnhic in reiHll al ftvbormir loger and a
Ron was lind In icell ail <Iim* prlics. 1.essiay nil Averican dag
livig and a conplete record nl ihrir visit Hie Farirta imw wnrked
her way out In ite led

She mnssoon il rprii wnler niid looking all speed with sler™ and
il across The Arrllie tloniM hot This lime wilh The Polar ire on her
Mirthenlil. 1aving found no rivirdsnl Iheinmnreer on eilfjaHerald
Islard or Wrimgcl Islad, lor ihe \rry good rensms as we now know
that lhe He 1,nog parly had never louchad on fiihir nf them. the
FonriH was hastening o I'idl H.irrov in hopes ol refNleng naisk.
anee lo lhe AM@Irf wremerr in Gase she was Midi in The i 1in Ihe
way, honever, ihey il winlir> ot ami /ffvx< mnl
Irariicd fmm them Ihil lhe fhair/ WA ifA had lienmfsinsl in Ihe
ier and el pari nf her rrw heul leselrsl 1'oidl Harrov. The remain-
der vere sijpidNsg] in-fill lieon ihe padk.  1"pn Iraniinr this the for-
irM dardisl Thr Alaskan aied lire closely ami kepi a mrrfnl vai i
fnr sigs of niiv who miehl have mclrsl Iin*hilid Ffore The ire il
olflsire. CoiHiani ntuinrt was nivi made with Ihe native villagss
along Ihe wav and many reports uf Ihe wreck were rearie™. dl of
which were in some agrecinmiit,

1ol Hlarmnv was resehed on Augusl Hiand wmil whalers, winch
hnd arrived only r few limit* eflier, were 1"l al melwir llice ihe
ice having gone offshore ihe pirvimisevening. The rmr nf Thr 1 tom, |
wehktrr Weie all at 1I'iut HmrinV nmll every man anmiinlisl for Thee
were divided up among ihe whnh rsexcept for tune men who h.al ihrir
tilll of whaling and "Wwanlrd rut,” These were takenon kurd ihr ¢ Y.
win lo b reliirud lo eiiilbalmii ani eslia syplies were disirihufad
In Mieoilier ships lo allov for Iiexira hnuds taken alarsl

Whille Ihr 1 'uunn was al Haimw lhe h.iiik | nn¢ Wsthr annul ,
hirtigirg ihe first mail thov had Mssmed since leaving Saif Ki . fi‘'m"c
the tnfnl Pong*had -.nled iicin linrFon _lar* 11 >oueshewas h >X&
ingul irtve, hsidis! wi lh surplus Hon* nml ail iruii ihrwhaling ihe» ihe
rrrw of Ihe /iriain senl ikl vuks alvird for et dear o5esal Inoie

tnAugnsi HI (e ¥ giid fir 17.ife Lhliiiinr hoping inagain
laersil Inm the mine, hut a strug nulticast wind had kirknl up
such a sen Thal Utoliing risil tirsmill of ihe «picshiii. The night of Ihe
lirdietilli was e lild night ilut rolinl ke edlied dark; milll then
Hie nichls had lontiv Iven hitf milichls. tin Aogiisi 2* Hies-jowal
clcee 1 dir 1INVilsirs hill 'BA& sivauv part ) fhem on ammnl nf






S ECOND CRUI SE O F T H E S T E A MER CORWIN .

* o *

The Corwin Bailed from SaD FraDcisco on May 4, 18S1, at 1 p. m., accompauied oat of the
"harbor by the revenue Bteamers Rush end Hartley, and a number of vessels of the San Francisco
jacbt fleet, under command of Commodore Harrison.

Moderate weather prevailed until the 15th instant, when, within 50 miles of Oonalaska Island,
heavy gales aQd snow Btorms were encountered.

On the morning of the 36th the island was seen bearing northweBt, distant 40 miles. Soon
after it began suowing and the weather became so thick that we were compelled to proceed with
great caution, And did not reAdd' the entrance of the pass between Ounalaska and Onalga Islands
until noon, when, owing to the rough state of the sea caused by a strong current running against
the northwest gale which *as blowing, we were glad to turn back and run into Beaver Harbor,
barely escaping the loss of oar boats.

The Onalga Pass, although very rough At times and subject to stroDg currents, is in many
respects preferable to either the OnmiDak or Akootan Pass, especially to vessels bound to
Onnala6ka. It contains no bidden dangers, and is safely navigable by all classes of vessels except
as mentioned before, when a stroDg gale is glowing against the current- At such times the sea
truly boils and loams, and it is advisable to wait nntil slack water before attempting to go through.

Beaver Harbor affords ample protection for a vessel under Buch conditions. Although the
water is deep, several good anchorages may be found near the 6hore, where ve6tels can lie in
safety.

t%n the 17tb of May we arrived at Ounalaska and hanled the vessel on the beach to repair the
oak sheathing which had started off in many places. The oak beiDg very dry when put ou and'
closely fitted, had bulged off upon becoming wet and swollen. After repairing it we took on
board a supply of coal and water and niue months' extra provisions. The latter were purchased
from the Alaska Commercial Company with the understanding that, if not nsed, they were to be
returned without net to the Government.

The pa6t winter wab reported to have been unusually mild, although at this time the weather
was quite cold and the iFHaDd covered with snow to the sea  The natives were suffering from an
epidemic of pleuro-pneumonia, which proved fatal in a great many cases

Ounalaska settlement, or IUulnck, baa been so often described that arepetition is unnecessary,
bat to those who are not familiar with the snbject the following reference to it by the late Capt.
George W. Bailey, U. S. K. M., will be found of interest:

OonaUaka itthe largett comercial port of the AJentian dadt, aod sow a port of etry. * * * titalo
the priircipal depot of the two large trading eoypeniet, tre Alatka Commercial Company and the Weoilero Far and
Trading Company. There ita fall priest rttidnt at Canalttka. and the dhurch holding presait* a additable
gopearance, cooreh matters being conducted at thit nation on a aeemingly more proper ham than in any other pirt

5
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waler to wnlt for b more favorable chance. The icc «ei no closely packed around the vessel that
the operation of fuming around, insisted by steam and anil, poles aud euiull spars to push ig'ninat
the tcc, and ill means at our command, occupied Jnnl one hour.  After several hours’ more bard
work to reached the head of the lead. Although aodly disappointed ut thu failure of this third
ittempt thin season to much the land, | felt relieved to be aguiu lo clour water, and did Dot
despair of ultimate buoccm.

While in the icoi number of polar bears were seen near the vessel and ouo or two walrus.
They showed no slgua of fear of ns, but a good deal of enriosity. QOuc of the bcara was Just making
n breakfast of scnl, which be seemed to eujoy very much. It was evidently just killed, I>einc still
bleeding, nnd the bear’s head, neck, breast, and foie legs being covered with blood He seemed
to be taking bis breakfast very leisurely, and after eating awhile would go awsy a few feet and
roll and play like akittCD. Although we were quite near him lie paid uo attoution, not cveu look-
ing at ns. During the day we were fortunate enough to get good observations for latitude and
longitude, which, with the bearings already attained, gave ns avery cose approximation to the
position of the luDd. These were subsequently conlirmed by bcnriDgs and observations taken near
the Innd off ita east coast They Bhow the laud ou the American Hydrographic chart to be laid
down 18 miles too far south, although the general trend of the coast is very nearly correct.  After
reaching open water we followed the edge of the eastern ice, which gradually changed the direction
of its trend from southeast to east and nogtheast. « The weather, which had been very clear in the
evening, had gromu misty, so that tbe land became less distinct and seemed farther away during
the afternoon. The trend of the ice was observed to be more to the northward, aud it was noticed
tbal as the mist cleared away a little from time to time the suow-banks ou shore seemed nearer
than at auy time before. Beariugs of atfe of these snow-banka taken from different points showed
it6 distance to be oulv 13 miles. Soon after the edge of the pack fell back, so that we were enabled
to steer a course almost directly for *be laDd. We bad just taken iu all sail and changed our
course, when the lookout reported ice on the starboard, beam making off to the eastward as far as
be could see, showiog that we had been runniog into a lead. This we courioued to follow until
we carue toits end, where we fouud the ice heavy and closely packed. We had 15fathons of water,
with stick} bottom, and judged ourselves to be about 8 miles from the land. | believed that no
great difficulty would be encountered iD crossing on the ice to the land. Lieutenant Reynolds,
Assistant Engineer Owens, Professor Muir. Mr. kelson, and Coxswain Gessler, having volunteered,
were very anxious to make the attempt, but, owjDg to the mist aud fog, which, was rapidly shutting
out the laud from our view, and the uncertainty of holding our position in tbe lead, | was com

pellt-d to withhold my couseDt at that time, but determined to try to hold on iu the lead until the

fog should clear away. We observed the set of the current to be northeast, abont one knot per
hour. Running back to the eastward a short distance, to where the lead was about 3 miles in
width, we cntre io with tbe kedge, in 19 fathoms of water.

The constant changes UkiDg place in tbe position of the lead, owing to tbe set of the current,
necessitated changing our position several times dnring the uigbt to avoid the ice. We got coder
way at 4 a. tn. (Angnst 12). The mist began to clear away, giving ns occasional glimpses of the
snow patches that lined tbe cliffs. We had made all necessary preparations for crossiog on the
ice; the 6kin boat had been placed on rnnners, aud arms, ammunition, provisions, &c., served ont.
At 4.30 we reached the end of the lead, which we jodged to be 8 miles from the laod, and which
we found by bearing of points on shore that we could recognize aa those we had observed tbe
nigbt before to have changed their position to the northward 8 miles during the night. Tbe ice
appearing to be inoch less closely packed than an tbe previous evening, | determined to shorten
up the journey over tbe ice by poshing in with tbe vessel as far as possible before embarking the
party. Accordingly we entered the ice at 5J0 and worked in tbe direction of a place woero tho
land appeared low, with high, dark-looking cliffs on each side. The ice. which was quite heavy,
cootinned to open as we advanced, ontil, at 6.30, we ;ouid see the shore line distinctly, and, in the
direction in which we were steering, what appeared to be a small space of open water adjoining
the Ibadl  As the ice still remained efficiently open to admit of forcing a way throngh it at the
expense of a good deal of hard bumping, squeezing, aud pushing, hopes were entertained of reach-
ing the open apace of water with tbe vessel. The last 2 or 3 miles were made with a good deal

3 Ex.24 i
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of difficulty. iDslde of the 10 fathom curvo we fouod much of tbe lce iproood, while the float-
ing portion was drifting: past and occasionally shooting up over the top of the grounded pieces.
Navigation under inch circumstances was anything but aafe or aprecable. However, we felt that the
laud wu oerlaiuly within our reach, and thought of Dothing but pushing abend. At 7.30we reached
tbe gpen apace and dropped anohnr witblu > coble's length of the luod in 5 fathoma of water. We
immediately landed and, raising tbe Arncricau flop, took passession In tbe nnmeof tbe Unitod States”™
of America.  We lauded at the mouth of ariver, ahicb at this time was about 75 yards in widtb,
although tbe entire distance between its banks was about 200 yards. Tbe cliffs in tbe vicinity of
our landing place were of &dark slate formation, and from 100 to 300 feet bipb. On the beach
small pieces of aandatoDe, gnartr, and mica schist were found. The surface of the land where tbe
slate bos weathered away is compaosed of sticky clay, and is but sparsely covered with vegetation.
As observed from tbe ship, while cruising in tbe vicinity and also from tbe shore, it presents tbe
general appearance of smoothly-rounded hills, which, towards the interior aud near tbe south side,
are from 1,000 to 3000 feet in height. The upper portion of the higher hills appeared more rupged in
outline, as if composed of more enduring material, probably grouite. These summits resemble thoap
seen ad the Siberiau coast in the vicinity of Plover Bay, being entirely destitute, of vegetation, with
occasional red patches probably indicating tbe presence of iron. Those near the coast are remark-
able for tbe smoothness and beauty of their outlines, and present here and there patches of greeD
or gTay, according to tbe Datnre of tbe vegetation. On the beach near the moutli of the river we
found akyack paddle, a cask-slave, a piece of small spar, probably part of a boat's mast, aud a
piece of board about a foot in length bearing ax-mnrks. All these thiugs were below the marks
of extreme high water, and were undoubtedly brought there by the curreut. Although tbe beach
showed undoubtedly signs of arise and fall of tide, no tidal chauge could be detected, probably
ownmg to tbhe fresh southerly wiod which was blowiog. Tbe presence'* thi" drift matter on tbe
beach would seem to indicate that the east coast of Wraogel Island was at times ectirely free from
ice, though it does Dot necessarily follow, as it could easily have beeD carried through the pack to
the shore by the coDStaDt twistiDg and tnrniDg to which it is at all time6 subject. | believe that
it is a very uousual thing for the ice to leave any portion of WraDgel Island entirely. Onr stay on
shore was necessarily short on accooDt of the strong northerly enrreut, which was sweeping the ice-
_pack along with irresistible force. Much of the ice inside of 10 fathoms, as stated, was aground, bat
not sufficiently firm to form any protection from the drifting mes3, the largest pieces of which were
constantly beiug pushed and turned in every direction when strnck by tbe drift, and the utmost
vigilance’ was required to avoid getting cangbt between the drifting rod gTounded masses. At 930
a m, beiug tmable to maintain our position any longer, a gun was fired to recall the parnes sent ¢
out to explore the cliffs in search of cairns or other signs of human life, aud we began to work out
towards the lead, which we reached at 11a m. "We left the American flag flying abd also a rec-
ord of our visit. We bad good observations duriDg tbe day, and found our landing-place to be
in latitude 71° 04' north longitude 177° 40 west. This is undoubtedly the part of tbe laud
seen by Captain Kellett, R. ., in 1349, wbeD be discovered and landed on Herald Island, aud which
since appeared on the British Admiralty charts as Plover Island, all bough erroneously laid down
somewhat further to tbe eastward. We now know that Plover Island ba6 no separate existence,
ald that wbal Kellett saw was the main island.  As there is no record of any oue else having seen
tbe land previous to that date, or in fact until several years after, wbeu, in 1S/G it was seen by
nearly the eDtirp whaling fleet, all most accord to Captain Kellett tbe honor d its discovery.
While steaming through the ice, iD our several attempts to reach the land, a number of species
of sea-foM were seen from time to time, and carefully noted by Mr. Nelson. Among these the
most numerous were the marres and guillemots (Cria-arra abd Uria-grylU), with numerous kitti-
wake gulls (Larut tridactyhu Kotzebue) aud tbe common ice gull (Larvj glaucuj). More rarely
siDgle individuals of tbe Sabine’s gull (Xema Sabinei) came circling about the ship. Nomerous
small flocks of black-headed turnstones (Strqusilat melanocrphela) were seeD near shore, and two
parties of coranmoo eider ducks (5aAataria nigra). lu both instances the latter were females with
their young. The second brood of eiders was seen swimming close along the shore and away from
tbe mouth of tbe river as we made oar landing. On 6hore v e fooDd numerous soow-buDtiugs
(PUctrophanet nivalii) and a snowy owl (Syctra nirea), which, with a shrike picked up dead on the
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besob and \ solitary golden plover (Cnradniu /tilnu), complete tbe short list of Isnd birdi aeeD
At n number of places on llie bllleidoe we found the droppings of wild geese so numerous tbnt it
was evident this plaoe must lave been a common resort for flocks of tbese birds earlier In the
kosou. Tbelr ibseuce nl the time of our landing Is easily accounted for by tbe fact tbli vu the
time wbeu tbe geese sbed tbelr large wing feathers end lose the power of flight. As this aeaeon
comes on they cougregnte In large flocke in low mnnsby Isnd nod remain until their new growth of
feather* enables them to spread over the couutry tgalo a month or sis weeks later.

Saddle backs sod hoir seals were rather common among tbe ice, aud in addition there was ft
small species of hair seat unknown upon tbe American coast and perhaps new to science. "Walrus
were not rare on tbe outer edge of the pnek, and tleir foe, the polar bear,waa seen almost every
time we entered tbe ice; on several occasions it uas seen swimming in tbe water several miles from
tbe pack. Ujkmi tbe hilltops on shore wrre fouud nnmerons burrows of some auimoil, probably
white I'ox (Canit lagopxu), as some tracks of that animal were fouud mingled with those of the
polar bear in tbe mud along tbe bauks of tbe river. Stranded on tbe sand bar at the mouth of
tbe river lay tbe skeleton of awhale (Balana myttioet\u). which closes the list of mammals observed.

Numerous small flsbj from two to four inches long, end having large beads, were brought to the
surface by rolling masses or ies as it was turned over by contact with tbe vessel in her passage
through it. Tbese are called by tbe whalers ice-fish. No specimens were obtained, unfortnuately.

The following plants we collected: Grasses, three varieties; dwarf willow, phlox, saxifrage,
sibbaldeu, draba, potentilla, anemone, pnpaver, veronica, artemisia, carex, stellaria, three; mosses,
three; lichens, five; nod fonr composite. In many places wbere the snow remained iu the ravines
aud in banks against tbe 6teep cliffs, it presents tbe peculiar reddish color caused by tbe presence
of Protococciu nivali*, commonly called red snow. This is ft minnte plant with which tbe surface
of the snow is often covered in high latitudes. It was seen and its appearauce described by Sir
John Ross in 1518 aud by Sir Edward Parry in 1827, bnt its true character was not understood
nctil many years later, when it became known as avegetable growth.

Upon taking passession of this land in the name of tbe United States, tbe name b*ew Colum-
bia was provisionally given to it. Tbe provision being tbe approval and concurrence of that
portion of tbe Government having the anthority to issue charts, &c., the decisioo of that body
was adverse to my suggestion, and by its action | cheerfully abide not only on account of iu
undoubted rigbt to decide according to its own judgment iu this and all other matters over which
it has jurisdiction, but because the size of the island, as now knowo, does not justify the bestowal
ofaname of this character, the name of one of tbeearly Arctic navigators being much more appro-
priate. At tbe time | suggested the change or name | believed tbe land to be an island and had
so reported it to tbe Department, but | supposed it to be considerably larger than it baa proved.
In the report of my first cruise in the Corwiu, submitted November 1,1BSI, page 50,1say, in refer-
ence to this land:

The part of Wrangel Land which we u* covered so arc of the boriiion of eboat fifty degree™ from northwest
qosrtar north o west guarter tooth (Ie), end wex diiteot firam 25 milt* on the former befriog 135 ar4o on to
Utter. od the south were throe uooataini, prabebly 3,000 fest hich, entirely covered with srow, te certral one
presenting a anic®] appearance and tho other* abowing =ligtdy roobdod tge.  Norttward of the'e mouuUina wu a
chain of rounded hill, those near the esa bring loner and rearly free from aocow, whille the back hilll, which probably
reach an cleratiad of 2,000 feet, were pitavhite; to the north of tre northers bearing given tre IBDd eod* entarely
or becare® very lov. The atmosphere vu vary dier, and we coaid essily bare »een aoy lad aboTo the horizon
a ilbin a diataoce aof 0o or 70 mile™ bt nci* exoept that desariibed ecold bo aeon fram the meai-beed.

Again, on page 52,1 say.

1 am of the gpinion thetWirsogel Land ea late Note bty are of d.dain that yteeca attirely throogb the
polar ngida to Greenland ; that there bother lad tothe sort- \vileis ot v m large number™ of
grtM and other igpatic bird* pu. Point Barrow going north in i spng, and retn™dirg in Aogsst and Septenber
with teir yoong.  A* it i vell known that the*™* birdi breed auly on lad, thie fect ntcal be regarded & proof of the
exiatonce of lad inte Dorth.  Another rtseon far tnppoamg that then B eftter a continent or adain of ialaod
peaaiog throogh the polar regiat™ i the fact that, notwithstanding the vaat amount of heat diffused by the warm car—
rat pasaiocg ihroogb Bering Straita, the 1oy bamer efiran *ii 1o eight degree™ farther eooth on thiaaick than on the
Greenland aice of the Arctic Oceen, rbere tha Unperalora amnch loner.
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Extensive exploration of the Arctic did not occur until
the nineteenth century. It is ror. surprising that Wrangeil
Island.1one of the largest yet most inaccessible islands
in the Arctic did not become known to the world until
this time.

Wrangell Island is located eighty-five miles oif the
northeast coast of Siberia and two hundred seventy
miles northwest of Cape Lisbourne. Alaska. It stradcles
the 180° meridian and the 71° parallel and en-
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compasses an area of two thousand square miles. As
with other islands in the Arctic Ocean, accessibility is
limited by thick fog and sea ice. Impenetrable ice floes
block access even to its southern shore for at least ten
months of each year.

Four nations have asserted interests over this island
— the United States, the Soviet Union, the United
Kingdom, and Canada. The superiority of the claim by
the United States can best be understood when placed in
the perspective of arctic history and international law.

Early recorded explorations into the Arctic did not in-
tend to lay formal claim to, and take effective oc-
cupation of, arctic territory. Without these elements
sovereignty will not arise over discovered land. The
Greek navigator Pytheas of Massilia made the first
recorded voyage into the Arctic Ocean in the fourth cen-
tury, B.C.E.. but was turned back by fog and ice.-' The
next recorded voyage into the Arctic of any significance
was by a Norse chief named Ottar who sailed into the
White Sea. after passing the Kola Peninsula,4

By the sixteenth century, England and other maritime
nations sought better trade routes to the Orient than the
long and arduous routes around the Cape of Good
Hope and Cape Horn. In the year 1553 English
merchants organized voyages to China by the Northeast
Passage across the top of Europe and Asia.5In 1594 the
Dutch navigator Willem Barents sailed into the Kara
Sea.0

A Cossack trader named Simon Dezhnev sailed
eastward from the Kolyma River in the summer of
1648. The natives of eastern Siberia told him of a “ large
country” lying to the north of Chukchi and Alaska. He
was the first white man to hear of this land called
Beringia.7

In 1763, another Cossack named Andreyev heard of
this land and traveled to the Medvezhi Ostrova to find it
He claimed to have seen a large land to the East from
that island location. However, six years later three
Russian surveyors named Leontev, Lesev, and
Pushkarov confirmed that there was no land that could
be seen from such location.* Mirages of islands are not
uncommon in the Arctic. This factor, added to the dif-
ficulty of obtaining star readings for location deter-
minations in arctic fog, have often made land sightings
unreliable.

Baron Ferdinand Petrovich von Wrangell, a
Jcutenant in the Imperial Russian Navy, also heard the
t3 of the iand’s existence from the Chukchi chiefs of
Siberia. Between 1820 and 1824 he commanded several
=-xpediiions in search of the island but he never saw it. let
Jone lar>don or occupy it’ In April of 1824, at the end
nis >est arctic expedition. Wrangell wrote:

03 it 3 painful feelirg of tre inpossibility of overcoming
tte dstacles which raeture o . aur kst hope
vanished of disovering tte lard which we keliead o edst
We saw ax=sehes copelled t© renounce tte dgject far
which we had been strivirg through three years of harcships
and danger."0

Despite this failure. Wrangell gained worldwide fame
as an arctic explorer. He later became Governor of
Russian America. Yet he was never to land upon the
island that would bear his name in his honour.

During the mid-nineteenth century, England, still
looking for a short-cut to the Orient, attempted to find a
Northwest Passage. In 1845 Sir John Franklin left
England with a company of 129 to travel over the top of
America to Petropavlovsk, Kamachatka. By September.
1846, the expedition’s ships had become locked in an ice
pack twelve miles from King William Island.

On 11June 1847 Sir John Franklin died. On 22 April
1848 the ships Erebus and Terror were deserted and
what was left of their crew started on a hopeless march
to safety. No one survived."

By 1848 the Royal Geographical Society became
concerned over the ships’ disappearance and the British
Admiralty agreed to its request to organize a search.
The United States and Canada also organized searches
for the missing ships.

On 6 August 1849, Captain Henry Kellett. R.N., of
H.M.S. Herald, one of the Franklin search vessels,
arrived at a small island west of Cape Lisburn*: Upon
landing K.eiletf io™k possession and. named the island
Herald. aHSr HiS-sfiips He hoisted the Union Jack and
claimed the island on behalf of Queen Victoria.

Kellett sighted a large land mass beyond Herald
Island to the west which he called Plover in honor of
another Franklin relief expedition ship. Whereas no land
mass existed at the position noted by Kellett on
navigation charts, it may have been a mirage rather than
Wrangell Island. In any event, no further landing or ex-
ploration was made.

Six years later, on 13 August 1855 Captain John
Rogers, in his flagship the U.S.S. Vincennes. reached the
position ascribed to Plover Island, also known as Kellett
Land on the Admiralty charts.5 When there was no
land to be seen from the clear horizons, the charts by the
Depot of Charts and Instruments of the U.S. Navy were
changed accordingly. It should be noted that the
<Russian author Shvede gives credit to the American.
Rogers, for discovering Wrangell Island¥4 on that
Congressionally authorized voyage.b

The United States’ legal rights in the northwest of the
North American Continent have a foundation in the



e Treaty of Adams-de Onus of 22 February 1821 which

ceded Spanish rights in Oregon Country to the U.S. 4
The United States' claims to northern pans of the
Oregon Country (now southern Alaska) are based, in
part, upon voyages of discovery and annexation by Don
Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra and Don
Ignacio Aneiga for the Spanish Government between
1775-1779.77

H.I.M. Tsar Aleksandr Pavlovich of Russia issued a
ukase in 1821 banning “transaction of Commerce, and
the pursuit of whaling and fishing or any other industry
... all along the North West Coast of America from the
Bering Sea to the 51st parallel.” 8This coast was part of
the area ceded to the United States by Spain in 1821.
The Tsar's ukase prompted U.S. President Monroe, in
his message to Congress on 2 December 1823, to
proclaim the Monroe Doctrine. A compromise was
reached on 11 January 1825. The United States gov-
ernment ceded the coast of America north of the 54° 40’
parallel to the Imperial Russian Government as part of a
Treaty of Navigation and Fisheries of the Northwest
Coast.I*

As will be seen, this accord was superseded by the
Seward-de Stoechl Treaty in 1867 which ceded Russian
America to the United States. The 1825 treaty has no
bearing on sovereignty over Wrangell Island which was
undiscovered at the time.

By the middle of the nineteenth century, Russian in-
terests in expansion beyond the Asian mainland waned
just as American interest in expanding to the West in-
creased. The loss of the Crimean War illustrated the
wulnerability of the Russian Empire at its extremities.

The Russian govemmeal!," fearing that its American
colony was no longer defensible and recognizing its
economic liability, sold.tti® North; American lands to the
United Statea for 7.2 million dollars on 2Q June 1867.20
This convendoa between the govenmrents; o f Russia-dhd
the United sStates.cndftd- “tnimi t~
sovereignty east of thft;

On 18 October 1867 the Tsarist double eagle flag was
lowered over Novoarkhangelsk, the capital of Russian-
America. and the Stars and Stripes was hoisted over the
renamed city of Sitka. Alaska was now a possession of
the United States.Z

The'Office Of the Solicitor. U.S. Department of State,
determined after a review o f the documents leading.up
to and including the Seward-de Stoechl Treaty "that the
Emperor of all the Russias ceded to the United States
certain territories, and that the United States on its pan
entered into no commitment which could be interpreted
as an understanding not to press claims to any land west
of the particular line above described”2 Therefore.

there can be no inference that the United States ceded
sovereignty to any as yet undiscovered island to the
west of the Diomede Islands.

During this period the American whaling industry ex-
panded into arctic waters. On 14 August 1867 Captain
Thomas Long of.New London ‘ Connecticut, sailed his
whaling bart; jVffe ilong,a, greit some,thirty miles north
of the route navigated by U.S.S. Vincennes some twelve
years earlier. A seaman named Thomas sighted land
(Cape Thomas) to the northeast from the ship's mast-
head Captain.; Long, named this territory “Wrangell's
Land’ as airappropriate tribute to the memory of the
Russian explorer whouspent'three consecutive years
above the 69thlparallel.’2* Long also was the first to sight
the identifying volcano of more than 2000 feet in height
on Wrangell Island. He sailed past the southern shore
and returned to the port of Honolulu. Between 1868 and
1869 the news of the American discovery of
“Wrangell's Land” spread worldwide. Geographical
Societies in the United States and Europe honored
Captain Long for his discovery. 24

Other American whalers ~ the capt”™Jui Raynor Of
theReindeer, Philips of the Alcnrice//o, gnd Bllver of tiv.
Nautilus also confirmed the sighting of the large land
mass dlseovW«f by1Thibftwrs* Long. They spread their
belief that Wrangell was not an island but a frozen con-
tinent similar to that at the South Pole & speculation
that prompted the New York Herald u outfit ?n ex-
pedition in 1879, led by Naval Lieutenant George
Washington De Long, to Wrangell Island and then the
North Pole.Z3 De Long and his ship, ihe /eatinelUU-
formerly called the Pandora, never made it The
Jeannette became locked in ice floes and drifted
westward past Wrangell Island where it was crushed
and sunk in the summer of 1881.

Fearing for the fate of De Long, the U.S. Congress in
early 1881 authorized one hundred and seventy-live
thousand dollars for a search. The Jeannette reiiet ships,
the U.S. Revenue Marine Steamer, the Thomas Convin
and the U.S.S. John Rogers entered the Bering Sea in
the summer of 1881. Commanding officer of the Corwin
was Captain Calvin Leighton Hooper.

Hoc per at the time commanded the Bering Sea Patrol
of the U.S. Revenue Marine, which made him the de
facto Governor of Alaska. During the spring of 1877,
jurisdiction of the District of Alaska was transferred
from the Department of War to the Treasury De-
partment. Treasury in turn placed Alaska under the
charge of the U.S. Revenue Marine from that year until
1884.2 Hooper clearly had authority at that time to dis-
cover and claim sovereignty over land on behaif of the
United States.Z7 The Corwin also carried aboard a com-
plement of sciifimTtsTMtTese included the world re-
nowned naturalist. John Muir, who was later to found
the Sierra Club.



The Corwin ‘'anded on Herald Island in hopes of
lindiniz the Jeannette or its crew. Unsuccessful in the
rescue attempt. Hooper valiantly forced his ship through
heavy ice floes to Wrangell Island to the west.Z

On 12 August 1881, Hooper. Muir, and their pan”tof
six made the first rixoirded landing by man upon
Wrangell Island™Edward W. Nelson, a member of the
landing party later noted.

The reslt of our examination of tre Islad, so faraswe saw.
gave ot the dligtest evidenoe of ilsever having been visited
In man before. All eanirations of Wangell
Islard by those who have visited it lter appear 1o esteblish
tre fact thet the landing party fram the Corwin cotained tre
Inst men to st foot on this sl

Landing at the mouth of the Clark River on the
eastern side of the island. Hooper and his fellow officers
raised the American flag and took possession of
Wrangell Island in the name of the United States. While
Hooper and Muir explored the island, other party
members erected a rock cairn and deposited documents
recording the significant event. William Reynolds, a
member of the party, recalled:

1 had tre lleg and with the Captains permission waved itand
ook possession of tre rfiw land ntte name of liarty and of
the Govermment of the United States of Arerica. 1 planted
tte Hag on a blufT a litte to the northwest of our ladirg
place and Hit i ttere together with a record of our V=L

Hooper called the island “New Columbia.” He ex-
plained.

Itwas keliedd tet as tre islad had became, by our ect of
lading upon it a part of tre United States, by selectirg a
name of ratiaal daracter, no disresoect would be shown ©
te memory or offea=e given 1o tte friats of tre callant of—
ficr whose name khbore, and thet the name given would be

adopted by dll retias.u

The name “New Columbia” never replaced Wrangell,
however.

Captain Hooper cold Captain L. C. Owens of the
American whaler Belvedere of his plan to annex
Wrangell Island to the United States prior to landing
(here. The Belvedere became the second ship to land at
Wrangell on 19 August 1881. “As soon as we got
ashore we saw the signal planned by Lieutenant
Reynolds, a small American ensign fastened to a slender
piece of driftwood, driven into the soil.” confirmed a
Belvedere crew member.38

OrvIML August  188Fya fcferty ftom tffeUrtgienTMne
other relief ship, landed ori Wrangell filartd.jTfcry'com-
pleted an ofnciai survev for *JiLSi Gdv"mtneht'dn t3
September d fcTH* sam fydar”™ One crew expedition
proceeded overland to the mountains, where a general
view of land and water could be obtained. Another
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it-
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group found the cairn left by the Corwin, and depositee *
copies of the documents contained therein, taking the
originals for the Navy’s report. The crew of the U.S.S.
Rogers also raised the American flag over Wrangell
Island.13 The crew determined that its new U.S.
possession was not a continent but a large island.

Major E W. Clark, the Chief of the United States
Revenue Marine Service, informed the U.S. Coast and
Geological ='Surveylitt -j881 of ther annexation of
WrangaWlildntf td rfte'tfmfed States. The U.S.C. & G.S.
of' thel ! Treasury Department determined that
Wpangelt Island should b* included In*the District of

Alaska,”

Befovwe&tth«-yearfc 1881 and L9I0 Wrangell Island
wAyj«t#i*si$usvedy by Americans. These were most-
ly wicftteraotalwairus and seal hunters. On 8 September
ISSfeihSe U.&S5 FMe/tsr*™~iWrahjjll Island while

Ocean, <‘showmg .the American

In the.year-15i0.Captain il*~ae”~H ed the

with a

motion picture company from Hollywdcki, which filmfed
a polar bear hunc*

coper's
ited

im tSd

ncluded Wrangell Island as
Encyclopedia

cehtury-:also chow the same
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In 1910 the Imperial Russian government, interested
in compiling hydrographic charts to facilitate shipping
routes from Kolyma to Vladivostok, commissioned two
steel ice-breaking ships, the Vaigatch and Taimyr. On
16 September 1911 the Vaigatch anchored in a cove off
Blossom Point at the southwest corner of Wrangell
Island while taking shelter from a gale from the
northeast.3 Its captain sent a landing party ashore on
15 September via whaleboat and motor launch to es-
tablish the correct astronomical position by celestial
observation. The landing party found a coal deposit and
erected a ten meter structure to establish the
astronomical position of the landing place before
leaving.

The Russians then circumnavigated the island, but
unfortunately at a distance too far to contribute to the
definite outlining of the coast.3l This was the only visit
that the Russians ever made to the Wrangell Island
before 1924. nor did they ever make any claim to the
island during their stay.

In 1911 Dr. Rollin Harris, an American
oceanographer, again raised interest in the possibility of
an as-yet-undisc;>vered arctic continent. He hypothe-
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sized the existence of "Harris Land" to explain tidal
movements in the Arctic Ocean.

In 1913 the National Geographic Society planned to
finance an expedition to the Arctic to find this new land.
Sir Robert Borden, Prime Minister of Canada, asked
and received permission to finance the expedition for
fear that Americans might make new discoveries north
of Canada for the United States.’8

Vilhjalmur Stefansson. a Canadian who had gro#m
up on the plains of North Dakota, was chosen to lead
the expedition. The Canadian government directed
Stefansson that "any new or partly unknown lands
which the expedition would touch would be observed,
position fixed, and the British flag would be planted on
these lands."®

Stefansson's flagship was thr whaldr Karluk under
the mastery of Captain Robert A. Bartlett. Bartlett was
a U.S. citizen who had commanded the ship Roosevelt
for the Peary and Henson expedition to the North Pole
during the years 1905 to 1909. The Karluk suffered thE
tragic fate of other vessels and became caught in arcitc
ice. drifted west along the north coast of Alaska, and
eventually sank. For two months the survivors walked
south across the polar ice cap, arriving a™VWranijril

Figure L "Mugpi' — Mrs. Ruth lpalodk. of "Auntie"”
Kirdk. Eskimo seanstress on the Karluk. Mrs. Ipallock now
Iines near Barrow. Alada. She and Willliam McKinlay . a Scot-
th sdhoolmester who sened on tre Canadian Arctic Ex-
pedirtion of 1913-18 as megretiician and neteorolagist, are tre
aly Iivirg suvinors of tre disster.
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Island on 12 March 1914. Two members of the ship's
crew, John Munro anc Robert Tet pieman, raised the
Canadian flag over Wrangell Islano :n celebration of
Dominion Day. 1 July 1914.

Of course. Wrangell Island had already been formally
claimed by the United States, and the previous es-
tablishment, of£ sovereignty served to cut ofTsub-
sequent .rival claims. Furthermore, Great Britain had
transferred jurisdiction of her rights to islands in the
Arctic Ocean to the Canadian Government in 1880.4
Therefore, whatever pretention to sovereignty Great
Britain might have had to Herald and Wrangell Islands
by virtue of the voyage of the H.M.S. Herald in 1849. or
the landing on Wrangell in 1914. now belonged to
Canada.

The;-shipwrecked" members of- the Karluk also
recognized the prior discovery- of Wrangell Island..
Bartietclater.yrole t hatywe passed Hooper cairn, which
was Mulitnb»i,» paitty ftrom the U.S. Revenue cutter
Corwim in August. 18*8L see. was
still intact."4l

Captain Bartlett and an Eskimo crew member.
Kakatovik. walked across the ice pack to summon help.
Upon Bartlett's reaching Alaska, Captain William E
Reynolds, U.S.R.C.S., immediately ordered a rescue
attempt. On 7 September 1914 the American ship King
and Wing picked up the happy survivors on Wrangell
Island (Figure 1). Not knowing that the Karluk sur-
vivors had already been rescued, the Thomas Corwin
landed at Wrangell a few days later. The same ship that
thirty-three years earlier had carried Hooper to claim
the island, re-established the flying of the U.S.-Qag over
Wrangell Island.

After the Karluk survivors were transferred to the
U.S. Revenue Cutter Bear, they were transported to the
ship’'s home port of Unalaska where the port com-
mander, William Reynolds (who in 1881 had landed on
Wrangell with Hooper) told Bartlett that the island was
indeed part of Alaska.

On 13 November 1916 a challenge to U.S.
sovereignty over Wrangell Island came from a different
source.,The imperial RuMiiAoJ™5aj5y_inJWashington
presented a memorandum tc the U.S. Department of
State regarding Russia’s claim, to lands in the Arctic. It
claimed that. Wrsngdl Bland.'Alaska. .was one of tht
islandstij™hich;.“/orm an extension Northward of the
ConUn”ngd. t\Jl,eland of Siberia."42 Tfos argument. like
that of the.sphere -oLinflueflce,,.continuity, or sector
theory to the Pole has no validity in international law.4
Before this claim could again be pressed the Imperial
Russian Government was overthrown by the
Bolsheviks. World events were to continue to play a ma-
jor part in the issue of sovereignty over Wrangeil.
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On 7 July 1918 Allied Commanders, and an army
that included Japanese troops, assumed protection of
the city of Vladivostok. The threat of the Japanese tak-
ing an imperialistic hold in eastern Siberia caused con-
cern. just as the expansion of power by the Bolsheviks
had done formerly. In 1920 Stefansson became worried
that the Japanese government, in their desire to control
eastern Siberia, might try to take Wrangell Island. He
observed. "l felt certain that within a year of two they
would realize the coming importance of Wrangell Island
and would occupy it."

Great Britain. Japan, and the United States were
allied against the Bolsheviks. However, if the Japanese
(future Pacific rivals to the United States) were to oc-
cupy Wrangell Island, it would be difficult to oust them
in favor of the Bolsheviks. Therefore, Stefansson met in
Ann Arbor. Michigan, with Allen Crawford, a
Canadian, and Sir Auckland Geddes. 3ritish Am-
bassador to the U.S.. for the United Kingdom to plan an
expedition to secure Wrangell Island and also to
promote their own economic interests.

Crawfoed led, al;party.;tha2-includedsfoiwlAmericans
on Ok.American. $hip SUvet.H"av*. .When they-Jended
on Wrangeii-klancL.an.-15.'S«peerniber< 1931. tbr-;crew
raised the Slars<.aii4 Stripes o< the island under
Captain. Jack HammerV direction. On 16 September
1921 Crawford raised the Union Jack over Wrangell *in
the name of the King and the Empire" as a continuation
of Stefansson’s “right to the island already established
by the Stefansson Canadian Arctic Expedition of 1913-
18 and the shipwreck of the Karluk."*5 He did not tell
anyone aboard the Silver Wave that he had raised the
British flag over the island.

In 1922 it became acause celebre in the British and
American press that Stefansson and company had
“claimed" Wrangell Island, Alaska, as part of the
United Kingdom. Anglo-American relations became
strained over an island in which Great Britain had
shown no interest since the discovery of Herald Island in
1849.

The Crawford vdtt~rovisioRS for. .only
six months, JMroed™Mwistain themselyes
with hunting. StawggfrafMtef mission in. 1922.was
blocked by ice floes.. When H]mp]d NoidS arrived atfoard
rhc relief ship Ddrhrldson oh id™Atigusf 192J7onlyjm
Eskimo seamstffi«L fyyvived™og-
the ongiifil group. A ne& party by cha'Hei Wells pf
Uniontown._ Pennsylvania continued, setUcmepi.oC .the

island.

When Stefanssbh'realfzed m i#£fthartWCafciicfian
government woulH nbt back a sovereignty dairrt”sfo
dominiunr dIHtttunt rights *he shid' hiilltitle* 'drid' his
dominium utile interests in Wrangell Island to toe*

Lomen Brothers company of Nome. Alaska (Figures
2(a) and 2(b),). On 13 May 1S24 Secretary of State
Charles Evans Hughes declared that the Lomen
Brothers were the owners of the island (Figure 3). On 18
Juneof that year, the British Colonial Secretary stated
in a confidential dispatch: “The United States Govern-
ment is thought to have a strong, if not indisputable,
claim to the Island.”*33

Qa 20 August 1924. the Soviet gunboatRed Qcioper

landedij\Wics.Wj'Adgcll. Island, armed with a six-pound
cannon,anda company of Soviet infantry. The Soviets

took.br/Torcejtnd the.other thirteen Americans on
the island; and- told: them they were being taken to
Alaska. Instead they were forcibly taken >to
Vladivostok.*¥ The Soviet officials confiscated all the
pelts >yhieh411*-trappers had accumulated during the
Watv&r :months; o=, the.island.*-7 Following <in-
terycntiOQiby-dictJMLiGonisui atHaritm, Manchuria, the
Sovtacar.'rflifcaMcb™Mwitwetve' AEiericaiw stitt living. The
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Figures 2(3) and Ap). Gartificate of sle of his intarest in Wrangel
Islad by Vilhjallur Stefansson o tte Larer. Brothers of
Nome. Alaska. 1 Aol 194.

Bolsheviks claimed that Wells had died of pneumonia.
His diary was never found.

A vyear later the, Soviets proclaimed Wrangeil Island
as their territory. But in 1930 the U.S. Department of
the Interior publication entitled Boundaries, Areas,
Geographic Centers and Altitudes of the United States
and the Several Slates expressly included Wrangell
Island as an American possession. Since.,thafc.timc no
abandonment by the U.S. of its rightful sovereignty has
occurred, nor under international law could such aban*
donment occur filifiainr. a
by force.

Besides the abducting of Americans on Wrangell
sland. the Russians violated federally promulgated
klaskan law that prohibits the exercise of foreign
mjrisdiction. The Alaskan Organic Act of 1884 adopted
Jregon law. which in turn had adopted the lowa
‘erritory prohibitions against foreign governmental in
.erference with American sovereignty.8

In 1973 the, State Departmertf'~dssued the
‘ackworth Digest of International Law which att-
ained. “The United States has not relinquished m>
aim to Wrangell Island.” In the centennial year of the*

merican landing on Wrangell, the United States gov- m

ernment’s position has not changed. Captain Hooper
formally claimed Wrangell Island on 12 August 1831
and the U.S. established effective occupation until the
Soviet invasion.
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